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Peter J. Parker Annual
Banquet Speaker
Fourteenth Annual Meeting participants are looking forward to this
year 's Annu al Banquet address.
Mr. Peter J. P arker, Chief, Manuscripts Division, The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has prepared
an illustrated address titled "Opening the Amer ican West: The Philadelphia Story". In a letter to the editor Mr. Parker says: "Such a title is
broad enough, but will, most probably examine the intellectual cum
social infrastructure of the city in
a n attempt to explain why, for example, Jefferson sent Lewis to learn
taxonomic botany from Benjamin
Smith Barton."
Parker has held the pos ition of
Chief, Manuscripts Division, of the
Society for twelve year s. His responsibilities include the administr ation
of the largest privately-supported
manuscripts collection in the United States, as well as the Society's
collection of prints, m a ps, a nd
drawings. He has jus t recently
mounted an exhibition titled: "Mapping the Americas: the View from
Phila delphia" . A feat ure associated
with the exhibit was the symposium
of cartographic scholars, who dealt
with Philadelphia's cartographic
contribution s in the 18th and 19th
centuries.

H istorical Society of Pennsylvania,
Mr. Parker taught American history at Skidmore College, Saratoga
Springs, N.Y. He was educated at
H arvard College a nd the University
of P ennsylvania. He served four
years in the United States Navy.
Parker has written thirteen articles
publish ed in historical and archival
journals, as well as a good number
of reviews. Currently he serves on
the boards of the Mid-Atlantic R egional Archives Conference, the
Print Club of Philadelphia, and he
is President of th e Board of the
Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion, a Victorian house museum in P hiladelphia. He is a member of the Mayor's
Commission on Women, and a cons ulta nt fo r th e Indian R ights Association.
Foundation members and the 14th
Annual Meeting P la nning Committee appreciate Mr. Parker's interest
and his taking the time from a very
busy schedule to prepare a nd present our Annual Banquet Address.

Prior to his association with th e

Cutright Receives
Honorary Degree
F oundation member Paul Russell
Cutrigh t, Jenkintown, PA, was
awarded Honorary Doctor of L ett ers degr ee by Beaver College,
Glenside, P A. 1 Dr. Cutright is Professor Emeritus of Biology, Beaver
College, wher e h e was chairman of
t h e institution' s Biology Departm ent for thirty years prior to his retirement in 1964. The annual honors
convocation, a highlight of P arents
Weekend, April 17, 1982, was held
in Stiteler Memorial Chapel on the
college campus. In addition to the
awarding of honorary degrees, students were recognized for their academic achievements, and the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback
Award for Distinguished Teaching
(awarded to Dr. Cutright in 1962)
was a lso presen ted at this 1982
event. Paul Cutright's honor was in
r ecognition of his research and publication s: Elliott Coues: Naturalis t
and Frontier H istorian, with Michael Brodhead, 509 pages (1981); A
History of the Lewis and Clark
J ournals, 311 pages (1976); L ewis
and Clark: Pioneering Naturalists,
506 pages (1969); Meriwether Lewis:
Naturalist, 52 pages (1968}; Theodore Roosevelt the Naturalist, 287
pages (1956); a nd The Great Natu(continued on page 3)
1. Beaver College was established in 1853, is

privately endowed, and h as an enrollment of
1800-1900 students.

WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals of the Expedition: Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805.
"this moming we set out. early and proceeded on .. . "
Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805.
"... wind from the S. W. we proceeded on ... until 6 oClock ... "
". . . the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on ... "
"We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes ... "
"We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S. Side.. ."
". . . cl-Ouded up . . . We proceeded on under a fine breeze .. ."

Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1806.
Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806.
Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1804.
Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805.
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President Hinds'
Message
At the beginning of this year, August 1982 seemed far removed, and
the preparation of four "President's
Messages" presented a special task.
As is always the case, time has
flown by, and this is m y last assignment along this line.
Since last August, being Foundation President has been a rewarding
experience for Bev and me. Our Sept ember 1981 visit to St. Louis, Missouri, and vicinity for the Lewis and
Clark Commemorative Postal Card,
First Day of Sale Ceremony; 1 attendance at the Missouri Historical
Society's symposium, commemorating the l 75th anniversary of the arrival of the Expedition from their
transcontinental journey to the Pacific shores in September 1806; and
the participation in the d edication
of the n ew Lewis and Clark Memorial structure near Wood River, Illinois,2 p rovided the Foundation with
recognition at these important
events. We also enjoyed the opportunity to visit Judy and (Foundation Past President and long-time
Treasurer) Clarence D ecker during
the time that we were there.
In March of this year Bev and I had
the occasion to be in Philadelphia,
and this provided us with the opportunity to visit with Jane and (Foundation Director) Hal Billian. Hal
has spent countless hours planning
and organizing this year's F ourteenth Annual Meeting.
Earlier in the year, I mentioned in a
"Message" that Foundation member Ed Wang, Minneapolis, Minnesota, had offered to provide us with
an introduction, for a future activity, to the American Automobile Association. It now appears that by
working closely through AAA state
organizations, we may b e able to introduce Lewis and Clark information and historical site locations
into the national AAA tour book
and thence to the traveling and vacationing public.
We also hope to maintain our contact with the Nature Conservancy
of Canada relative to their study
and possible development of the
1793 Alexander Mackenzie Grease
Trail3 in western Canada. This association , at some future date,
might lead to a combined meeting
that would provide us with the saga
of Mackenzie's journey that so
materially influenced President
Thomas Jefferson's interest in our
1. See WPO, Vol. 7, No. 4, pp. 26-27.
2. See WPO, Vol. 7, No. 4, p. 3; Vol. 8, No. 2, p.
13.
3. See WPO, Vol. 7, No. 4, p. 28.

We· Proceeded On, July 1982

nation's westward expansion , and
eventually to the implementation of
the Lewis a nd Clark Expedition.
This year has been smooth and enjoyable regarding the Foundation's
business activities because of the
work of the Board of Directors and
Foundation committees.
I also want to thank a ll of those individuals who h ave h a d a part in
the publication of our quarterly
m agazine, We Proceeded On. The
issues have been of extra size, and
in addition to the forthcoming July
issue of We Proceeded On, a special
52 page "Supplementary Publication" titled Contributions of Philadelphia to Lewis and Clark H istory,
written by Lewis and Clark historian Paul Russell Cutright, is being
prepared for distribution at the August Annual Meeting (see page 16,
this issue of WPO). All of this requires a lot of time and effort and, I
am certain, some frustrations. Our
thanks go to our editor, Bob Lange,
for these accomplishments.
Since this "President's Message"
will be received at or after the Philadelphia meeting, I hope that those
of you who were able to join us for
the Annual Meeting had an enjoyable experience a nd a chance to
renew Foundation acquaintances,
and that your supply of "blue
beads" were sufficient to see you
through the journey.
Once again, I want to say that it
was a privilege and honor to serve
as your President.
V. Strode Hinds, President

Cutright - (can't from page 1)
ralists Explore South America, 329
pages (1943).
In 1974, the Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage F oundation cited Paul Cutright with the Foundation's Award
of Meritorious Achievement.
Dr. Cutright's welcome contribution
to this year's 14th Annual Meeting
of the Foundation is the Foundation's WPO, Publication Number 6,
a s upplementary publication titled:
Contributions of Philadelphia to
Lewis and Clark History. In this
fifty-two page publication, Dr. Cutright reviews Meriwether Lewis's
preparation for his western exploration in Philadelphia, 1803, and both
Captains' activities in the city after
the Expedition's return, 1807-1814.
Foundation members attending
this year 's Annual Meeting will
h ave the opportunity to meet and
personally congratulate Paul Cutright for his recent honor.

We Proceeded On, July 1982

News Notes
News of the death of Paul A. Ewald,
1912-1982, New Town, North Dakota, h as been reported to We Proceeded On, by Foundation Director
Sheila Robinson. A North Dakota
historia n and amateur ar chaeologist, and a former Ch airman of the
North Dakota Historical Society,
Ewald passed away in a Bismarck
hospital on April 6, 1982.
He played a major role in securing a
National Historic Site designation
for the Knife River Indian Village
sites near Stanton, North Dakota.
His work toward preserving the cultural heritage of North Dakota, particularly that of its Indian people,
brought him (as one of the first recipients in 1975) the National Peace
Pipe Award, presented by the Economic Development Administration, for outstanding service to the
American India n .
His interest in the Lewis and Clark
Expedition's journey through North
Dakota, earned him the appointment from the Governor to head the
North Da kota L ewis and Clark
Trail Council. For this service and
the development of the Expedition's
Trail in his state, he received the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation's Award of Meritorious
Achievement at the Foundation's
Seventh Annual Meeting , Bismarck, North Dakota, 1975.
**********

Henry and Jean Hamilton, Marshall, Missouri, have b een long-time
supporters of the Foundation and
regular attendees at the organization's Annual Meetings. They were
the subjects of a We Proceeded On
"Foundation Personalities" feature
in the December 1976 (Vol. 2, No. 4)
issue of our quarterly. In that review of Jea n a nd Henry Hamiltons'
active li ves a nd writing accomplishments , Henry's post World
War I service in White Russia, Russian Siberia, and in Poland and
Germany was mentioned.
Foundation members will be interested in knowing that Morningside
House, Inc, Dayton, Ohio, has just
published Henry W. Hamilton's The
Aftermath of War: Experiences of a
Quaker Relief Officer on the PolishRussian Border, 1923-1924, a 257
page recapitulation of this phase of
his service with the American
Friends Service Committee, commonly known as the "Quaker Mission". The book is profusely illustrated with photographs taken by
the author nearly 60 years a go. Fortunately the letters he regularly
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wrote to his parents were preserved,
and they add to his documentation
a nd depiction of eastern Europe in
the wake of the Great War and the
Bolshevik Revolution. Foundation
members join the editor in extending congratulations to Henry Hamilton for this recent writing achievement.

Anecdote - From The
Journals and Literature
About The Expedition
In a letter written January 22, 1804,
to Meriwether Lewis at the Expedition's "Camp Wood" or "Camp DuBois" (Illinois) 1803-1804 winter establishment, President Thomas
J efferson advised Lewis as follows:
"I inclose you a letter which I believe is from some one on the part of
the [American) Philosophical society. They have made you a member,
and your diploma is lodged with me;
but I suppose it safest to keep it here
& not to send it after you." 1
Donald J ackson's note in his Letters ... 2 reads: "John Vaughan 3
had written Jefferson 21 Nov.,
'Capt. Meriwether Lewis having
been chosen a Member of the Society, I take the liberty of enclosing to
you this Certificate of Election, &
the letter advising of his Election,
as the only certain channel, by
which the information can be Conveyed to him.' (DLC) [Library of
Congress. Jefferson Papers]."
With Lewis's departure for the west
with the exploring enterprise only a
few months away (May 1804), Jefferson's s uggestion that he r etain
the "Certificate of Election" was a
sensible one. We may assume that
when Lewis returned from the Expedition in 1806, and was once
again with Jefferson, that h e was
given the document. There is no record that the certificate is extant.
1. Thwaites, Reuben G. (Editor); Original
Journals of the Lewis and Clarh Expedition,
Dodd, Mead and Co., N.Y., 1904. Reprint editions. Vol. 7, page 293.

Jackson , Donald (Editor); Letters of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition with Related
Document s, Univ. of IJ!inois Press, Urbana,
1962, S econd Enlarged Edition , 1978. Page
166.
In answer to an inquiry by Foundation Past
President, "Fren chy'' Chuinard, Mr. Stephen
Catlett, Manuscript Librarian, American P hil·
osophical Society, in a letter dated January
11, 1982, advised that Lewis was elected to
mem bership in the Society October 21, 1803.
2. Ibid ., page 166.
3. John Vaughan was Sec1·etary of the American Philosophica l Society.

The Leapfrogging Captains
By Arlen J. Large 1
At 8 o'clock on the m orning of June
11, 1805, Meriwether Lewis swung
his pack and, accompanied by four
men , started walking along the
west bank of the Missouri River in
north central Montana. Left behind
at the junction of the Marias River
was the main body of the expedition, commanded by William Clark,
who would follow by water.

dence that Lewis ever pulled military rank on liis companion. If
Lewis actually h a d somewh at more
a uthority, it was because he personally stood closer to President
J efferson, the expedition's mastermind. When Jefferson issued instructions to the expedition before it
started up the Missouri, he passed
them through Lewis.

The Lewis and Clark Expedition at
th at point was entering what could
be called the "where-the-hell-arewe" phase of the journey to the Pacific. More than any other time, the
explorers were being forced to feel
their way. For the rest of the trip
through Montana and into Idaho,
ther e almost always would be a
sm a ll party scouting in advance of
the main gr oup, seeking out the best
watercourse a nd looking for friendly Indians. The two commanders
took rather automatic turns in leading the r econnaissance teams,
thoug h there were exceptions. One
time Clark com plained bitterly
a bout missing his turn, but h e
wasn't physically up to it.
The alternating leadership of the
a dvan ce parties illustrated how
Lewis and Clark's unusual sh ared
command actua lly worked in the
field. The two leaders were "equal in
ever y point of view," Clark declared
long afterwai·d. 2 This was a touchy
matter. While the two called each
other "captain" in their journals
and in front of the men, Lewis was
the only one commissioned in that
r ank. A s tubborn War Department
would only make Clark a lieutena n t, though he h ad been promised a
formal captaincy.

At the puzzling junction of the Missouri and Marias Rivers, somebody
had to decide w h o wo uld scout
ahead to find the Great Falls, to
prove to skeptical members of the
party that the river chosen by the
captains r eally was th e Missouri.
Lewis made the decision. "this expedition I preffered undertaking as
Capt. C. is the best waterm a n & c,''
Lewis explained in his journal. 4

Though miffed, Clark said " no difficulty took pla ce on our rout relative to this point," 3 There's no evi1. Foundation Vice President Axlen J. Large

is a frequent contributor to the pages of We
Proceeded On. A regular attendee a t Annual
Meetings and a frequent traveler a long the
Expedition's T rail, Jim resides in Washington , D.C., where he earns his livelihood as a
staff correspondent for the Wall Street Journal. His oth er interests are a rch aeology and
astronomy (see WPO, Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 8-11;
Vol. 6, No. 3, p. 6), and these avocations have
taken h im to many locations t hroughout t he
world for archaeological digs and total eclipse
observations. He recently covered the "spa ceshuttles" for readers of t h e Wall Street Journal. He is a member of the commit tee planning this coming August's F oundation 14th
Annual Meeting.
2. Jackson , Donald (ed.); Letters of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition with R elated Documents, 1783-1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, 2nd
edition, Urban a, 1978, II, p. 571.
3. Ibid., II, p. 572.

Lewis and the advance group found
the falls in just three days. E verything was as described by Indians
at Fort Mandan the previous winter, including a n eagle's nest near
on e of th e cataracts . Lewis dispatched Joseph F ield back down
the river to tell th e good tidings to
Clark a nd the men in the ascending
canoes.
With the 32-member party briefly
reunited a t the foot of the falls, it
was Clark's turn to go a head. Accompanied by five men , he began
exploring the east side of the river
for a portage route around the falls.
He discovered a gia nt s pring gushing water into th e Missouri, saw
buffalo everywh er e and ch ased a
grizzly bear that had been chasing
Alexander Willard. Clark selected
the sm oothest terrain for the portage a nd put stakes i n the prairie to
m ark the 18-mile route. After four
days of scouting he returned to the
expedition's camp.
During the 11-day portage Lewis
was assembling his ill-fated iron
boat to ascend the r iver above the
falls. When it failed, a n impatient
Clark made an out-of-tur n a dvance
up the river with ten men to find
cottonwood trees big enoug h to
make two n ew can oes. Lewis stayed
behind to bury the fra me of his beloved boat. By J uly 15, the wh ole
par ty was united again to resume
the journey in eight overloaded vessels.
After traveling with the group for
4. Thwaites, Reuben G. (Ed.); Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Dodd,
Mead, & Co., N . Y., 1904 (reprint editions 1959
a nd 1969). II, p. 136.
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just one day, Lewis went ahead on
foot with three men; two of them,
Jean Baptiste Lepage and J ohn
Po tts, were ailing an d Le w i s
thou gh t it would be " useful" 5 for
them to get out of the crowded boats
a nd walk. The whole party had just
passed an apparently recent camp
of Shoshone Indians, and everyone
was anxious to meet them and buy
h orses. Lewis's immediate objective
in m oving ahead was to get an astronomical fix on the latitude and
longitude of the place where the
Missouri entered the Big Belt chain
of the Rockies. With his octan t
Lewis got a sun-sighting which allowed him to compute an immediate
latitude, but, as usual, he merely recorded in his journal the sextant
observation s that co uld be used
lat er by mathematicians back in
Washington to calculate longitude.
The advance party camped out
overnight, a nd was eaten alive by
mosquitoes. Lewis had forgo tten to
take his mosquito net , a nd swore " I
n ever will be g uilty of a similar
peice of negligence while on this
voyage." 6
The Lewis team rejoined the main
party the next day. Only a day
later, on July 18, Clark and three
men m oved ahead on foot in hopes
of finding the Shoshones before th e
gunfire of the main party's hunters
scared them away. The expedition
was a pproaching the Gates of the
Mountains, and Clar k's climb on
the west side of the river was tough
going. Th e next day he saw some
abandoned Indian camps, but no
Indians . Th at night he pulled 17
prickl y pear thorns from h is feet.
Everyone on the scout team was
gi vi ng out, so on th e evening of J uly
22 the boats coming up th e Missouri
found them waiting on the bank to
be picked up.
Clark didn't feel his s tint as point
m an was over. Reported Lewis: "altho Capt. C. was much fatiegued his
feet blistered and soar he insisted
on pursuing his rout in the morning
nor weould h e con sent willingly to
my relei ving him at that time by
taking a tour of the same kind. finding him anxious I readily consented
to remain with th e can oes." 7 Clark
and J oseph Field, along with three
5. Coues, Elliott (Ed.); History of the Expedition under the Command of Lewis and Clarll
.. ., F rancis P. Hai·per, N. Y. , 1893 (reprin t edition Dover Publications). II, p. 416.
6. T hwaites, Op. cit., II, p. 235.
7. Ibid., II, p. 261.
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fresh men, set out again the next
morning.
Clark saw a skittish horse, but still
no Indians. On July 25 the reconnaissance party arrived at the
Three Forks of the Missouri and
walked an incredible 20 miles west
along the bank of the Jefferson
River. The next morning Clark
went another 12 miles up the J efferson, but still couldn't find Indians.
Sinking with fatigue and sore feet,
the party returned to the Three
Forks. Clark still had enough energy to investigate the Madison River,
but on July 27 he crashed, exhausted, at the camp of the main party
which had reached the forks that
morning.
After resting for three days, the expedition moved by canoe up the J efferson toward the western mountains. It was Lewis's turn to leap frog, so on August 1 he and three
men started walking ahead of the
boats, still looking for the Shoshones. Three days later the scouts
saw a fork in the Jefferson, with the
modern-day Beaverhead River entering from the left and the Big Hole
River coming from the right. From
the time the leapfrogging began at
the Marias, the advance parties had
customarily left notes at prominent
places along the river for the guidance of the trailing canoeists.
Lewis used this routine form of
communication at the forks of the
Jefferson, putting on a pole a note
advising Clark to go left up the
Beaverhead.
Clark saw no note but wrote one of
his owns at the forks informing
Lewis he was proceeding on the
right up the Big Hole. After struggling for nine miles Clark was intercepted by one of Lewis's scouts,
telling him he was going the wrong
way. Coming back, one of Clark's
boats upset, forcing everybody to
stop at the forks and dry out the
cargo. Lewis's party re-joined the
expedition there. Both Lewis and
Clark claimed in their journals that
the missing note had been "carried
off' 9 by a beaver chewing on the
green pole. Some skeptics have
wondered if this was just selfserving speculation by the captains
to cover a failure of communication,
but the beaver story also appears in
the journal of Sergeant Patrick
Gass, who wrote he was the one
who actually put the note in place. 10
Now the whole expedition was together again, proceeding up the
river in the vicinity of Beaverhead
Rock, but Indians had not yet been
found. Another advance scouting
party was needed, and it was
Clark's turn to lead it. But he had a
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painful boil on his ankle that made
walking difficult, so on August 9
Lewis set out with three men to find
the Shoshones "if it should cause
me a trip of one month." 11 Groused
Clark in his journal for the same
day: "I Should have taken this trip
had I have been able to march." 1 2
Lewis eventually found the Indians
on the western side of the Continental Divide, and the whole party regrouped to buy horses from them.
Clark was able to take a belated
turn leading a scouting party down
the Salmon River in Idaho until he
concluded that route was hopeless
for either horses or canoes.
The "where-the-hell-are-we' 'portion
of the expedition mostly ended at
the Salmon. The captains hired a
Shoshone guide who knew, in a
general way, how to get across the
remaining mountains by horseback. After that, the explorers built
new ca noes to take them down tributaries of the Columbia River that
were sure to lead to the Pacific. On
the way home in 1806, the whole
party either traveled together or
boldly divided for independent exploration of new places. There was
no more cautious leapfrogging by
the captains. By then, they knew
the territory.
8. Quaife, Milo M. (Ed.); The Journals of Cap·
tain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John
Ordway, The State Historical Societ y of Wisconsin, Madison, 1916 (reprint edition 1965).
Ord way's journal, p. 231.
9. Thwaites, op. cit., II, pp. 312, 317.
10. Gass, Patrick (P araphrase by McKeehan);
A Journal of the Vo yages and Travels of a
Corps of Discovery ... by Patrich Gass, One
of the Persons Employed in the Expedition,
Ross & Haines Edition, Minneapolis, 1958
(First edition 1807, many subsequent editions). In the Ross & Haines Edition, p. 140.
11. Thwaites, op. cit. II, p. 321.
12. Ibid., II, p. 324.

The Editor and the Foundation's Publications Committee
welcome manuscripts dealing
with the many aspects of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition for
publication in We Proceeded
On.
Manuscript~ (typewritten-double spaced) may be forwarded to
the Editor or to any member of
the Publications Committee
(addresses are listed in the Publisher's Plate on page 2). As a
non-profit entity, neither the
Foundation nor We Proceeded
On, is in a position to offer honor~riurns for published manuscripts. Contributors will receive ten copies of the issue in
which their article is published.
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Back-Issues of WPO
Back-issues of We Proceeded On
are available for purchase. Some
early issues are photo-offset reproductions of the original publications and the quality of the illustrations are slightly depreciated.
The increased number of pages in
recent issues, together with substantially higher printing and
paper costs make it necessary to revise the charge to $2.00 each for
back-issues when supplied to
Foundation members, and $2.50
each to non-members. As membership grows in the Foundation,
printing of greater quantities of
each issue should result in lower
unit costs. Your Membership Committee and We Proceeded On trust
that you will do your share toward
increasing membership in the
Foundation.
Address request for back-issues to
We Proceeded On, 5054 S.W . 26th
Place, Portland, Oregon 97201.
Please make your check or money order payable to the Foundation.

Richard G. Rust
1907-1982
Richard G. Rust, Portland, Oregon,
a past president, and at the time of ·
his death, secretary of the Oregon
Lewis and Clark Heritage Foundation, passed away on May 19, 1982.
He was also a member of the national Foundation. Interested in the
history and heritage of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition, Dick Rust
was a d edicated student of the exploring saga, and a helping hand
and contributor to the organization,
programs, and success of the Oregon Foundation. With Lois (Mrs.
Rust), Dick attended all of the organization's regular meetings and
field trips, and frequently prepared
and presented papers at the group's
quarterly meetings. Of special interest were the papers he presented
concerning the Expedition's litterateurs, Nicholas Biddle, Elliott
Coues, and Reuben Thwaites, as a
contribution to the programs for
three of the Foundation 's 1977
meetings. He was also an accomplished photographer and on several
occasions provided slides for illustrating his and other speaker's papers. For several years following his
retirement, Dick was the editor for
Portland's Westminister Presbyterian Church's weekly publication,
The Chimes. This and his interests
in his family, Lewis and Clark, and
his photographic hobby kept him
active and busy. His friendly presence will be missed by all who
knew and loved him.

Oregon-Washington Ninth Annual Lewis & Clark Symposium
This May 1, 1982, event was sponsored by the Oregon (Governo r's)
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee
a nd the Washington (Governor's)
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee.
The Annual Symposiums are hosted alternately by the two committees. Joining th e Oregon Committee
in hosting this year's Ninth Annual
Symposium was the Portland State
University Departments of History
and Earth Sciences. Co-chairpersons for the event were: Oregon
committee member Gordon Dodds
(Department of History, Portland
State University) and Washington
committee member Hazel Bain (Longview, Washington).
Th e three and one-h alf h our afternoon program on the Portland State
University campus as introduced
by Dr. Rich ard Th oms, Professor of
Geology at PSU, was titled: "Science and History Along the Columbia River: the L ewis and Clark Expedition in Oregon and Washington." Featured speakers were: Dr.
John Elliot Allen, Emeritus Professor of Geology, PSU, who spoke
about "Geologic Features Noted by
Lewis and Clark" ; Dr. Victor C.
Dahl, Professor of History, PSU,
whose subject was "Spanish Concerns About the Lewis and Clark
Expedition"; and Virginia C. Holmgren, noted northwest writer and
member of the Audubon Society,
who spoke on "Birding with Lewis
and Clark". There was a question

answerin g a nd discussion period
prior to adjournment a nd a late afternoon social sessiqn before the evening banquet in the Viking Room,
Smith Memorial Center, Portland
State University.
Dr. Dodds presided at the evening
banquet and introduced the speaker,
Mr. James L. Dunning, Regional
Director, Midwest Region, National
Park Service, Omaha, Nebraska.
Mr. Dunning's subject was "Th e
Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail". The Midwest Region of the
National Park Service is charged
with the management of, and h as
recently completed a study and comprehensive plan for management of
the Lewis a nd Clark Historic Trail. 1
In reviewing the status of this activity for the fifty assembled members
of the two state committees and
their guests, Mr. Dunning stressed
that:
We [NPS] are acutely awar e that
such designated routes as the Lewis
and Clark and Oregon National Historic Trails 2 will require long-term
commitment to implement management plans developed for them. Unlike the traditional park manage1. Editor's note: Making a study of the Lewis
and Clark Trail is not a new endeavor. As long
ago as 1963 certain portions of the Trail were
the subject of a study, and more recently
several government agencies have made
studies of the entire Trail.
2. The Midwest Regional Office, NPS, is also
responsible for the study and ma nagement of
the Oregon National Historic Trail.

ment function of managing lands
and resources within a given area of
government owned land, managing a
National Trail will be much different.
It will require orchestrating the efforts of many agencies at all levels of
government and various private sector organizations. Essential in th e
management of a National Trail to
ensure its development and protection will be the promotion of volunteerism a nd solicitation of the cooperation of a broad spectrum of authorities. The National Park Service
will coordinate and assi st nonmonitarialy the efforts of many varied interests to establish the Lewis
and Clark Trail and protect its resources.

In his opening remarks, Dunning
acknowleged the work of the Oregon and Washington Lewis and
Clark Trail Committees, a nd remarked that " We [NPS] will also
en courage establishment of Lewis
and Clark Trail committees or similar organizations." Additional excerpts from James Dunning's address follow:
I am really pleased to be meeting
with two groups that for many years
have promoted in a meaningful way
the heritage of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. Your two committees
from Oregon and Washington have
bee n actively involved since the
1960's. You are to be complimented
for being instrumen tal in commerating Lewis a nd Clark sites in a
manner that exceeds the efforts in

(continued on facing page)

(Left) Afternoon Symposium speakers: from left, Dr. Victor C. Dahl, PSU Professor of History; Virginia C.
Holmgren, member of the Audubon Society; Dr. John Elliot Allen, PSU Emeritus Professor of Geology; and Dr.
Richard E. Thoms, PSU Professor of Geology, who served as moderator for the afternoon session of the S ymposium.
(See text above for the speaker's subjects.)
(Right) Following the evening banquet, Mr. James L. Dunning, Regional Director, Midwest Region, National Park
Service, Omaha, N ebraska, spoke about "The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail". Dr. Gordon Dodds, (seated)
PSU Professor of History and the Oregon Committee co-chairman for the Annual Symposium introduced Mr.
Dunning to members and guests of the Washington and Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail Committees. (Excerpts from
Mr. Dunning's address are included in the text above.)
-6-

We Proceeded On, July 1982

I

any of t he other ten Trail States. In
the past your Annual Symposia have
been used, and used effectively, to
coordinate efforts between the two
states, to spur involvement of local
governments, and to dedicate Expedition Memorials. Despite the excellent work that has been done, we all
know we a re confronted with a huge
task as we seek to develop fourthousand, fi ve-hundred miles of the
Lewis and Clark Historic Trail. I am
optimistic t he job can be done, and
done well. The comprehensive plan
for the Trail has been completed and
has been approved by the Secretary
of the Interior. It is now in the ha nds
of the appropriate Congressional
Oversight Committees.
Another reason I am pleased to be
here is t hat I can assure you in person that the National Park Service is
dedicated to making this ambitious
project successful. As you may know,
administrati ve responsibilities for
aesignated National Scenic and Historic Trails present a relatively new
mangement role for the National
Park Service. We welcome that role ....
In designating the Lewis and Clark
Historic Trail in 1978, the Congr ess
approved an opportunity for complete commemoration of this epic adventure. The comprehensive plan for
management and use of the Trail recommends the development of opport unities for retracement of nearly all
portions of the historic expedition
route, either as a water trail, a land
trail, or a motor route. Hundreds of
existing and proposed recreational
and historical sites would become an
intregal part of the Trail and facilitate interpretation a nd appreciation
of the Expedition, as well as provide
for public recreation use and enjoyment.
T h e recommended development pla n
includes twen ty-seven trail segments
a nd thirteen isolated historic sites
along the Expedition's route. The
trail segments are aggregations of
more than fi ve-hundred existing and
proposed historic and recreation a l
sites within the Expedition route that
can feasibly be connected by land
and water trails or motor routes.
About three-thousand, two-hundred
a nd fifty miles would be included in
twenty waterbased trail segm ents
along the rivers and reservoirs of the
Missouri and Columbia drainages.
Another three-h undred and fifty
miles would be developed as landbased trail and one-hundred miles as
m otor routes in the rem aining seven
trail segments.

James Dunning discoursed about
the r ecently organized L ewis and
Clark National Historic Trail Advisory Council, which includes students and enthusiasts of the Expedition who have been appointed by
the Secretary of the Interior a nd by
Trail State Govern ors to closel y
liaison with the National Park Serv-
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ice. Nearly all appointees to this
Advisory Council are members of
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation, Inc., and reside in
states traversed by the Lewis and
Clark Trail. This Council will be
meeting with National Park Service
personnel as funds become available to cover travel and meeting facility expenses. In his closing remarks Dunning said:
I wish to reiterate that implementation of this extremely ambitious plan
will req uire th e involvement and
close cooperation of many public and
private interests. Federa l agencies
[NPS, BLM, USFS, etc.] can develop
and manage sites and segments
lying within the exterior boundaries
of Federal areas. Responsibility for
other sites and segments will have to
be assumed by State, local and private interests if the Trail - which
will be administered as an affiliated
area of the National Park System is ever to become fully operational.
We consider the continued support
and active involvement of the Washington a nd Oregon Lewis and Clark
Trail Committees [a nd similar organizations in other states] to be vital to
this effort.3
3. Editor's note: The editor has a dded the
verbage enclosed in brackets, since the1·e are,
and have been, committees, commissions, and
councils, and other local historical organizations in other Trail States that are in a
position to cooperate in the development of the
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.
Many of these organizations have made
significa nt contributions in the past. To be
more effective, they require the disciplines of
regular scheduled meetin gs, study of local
Lewis a nd Clark interpretive opportunities,
and the implementation of pertinent projects.

-a

Biddle Edition On The
Fur Trade Frontier
Like the edi tor, most Lewis a nd
Clark bibliophiles are constantly on
the look-out for any information
that might account for one of the
rare 1417 sets of th e two volume
Biddle/ Allen History of the Expedition under the Command of Captains Lewis and Clark . . ., published in 1814 at Philadelphia by
Bradford and Inskeep. 1
Thanks to Foundation Director Bill
Sherman, Portland, Oregon, we
may take note of a set of the two
volumes, even though it is a fleeting
observation of them, and we can not
account for th eir ultimate disposi1. For more information about this edition
see: Coues, E lliott (Ed.); History of the Expedi·
tion under the Command of Lewis and Clark,
Francis P. H arper, N. Y., 1893 (Dover Publications reprint currently available, same pagi·
nation). Vol. I, pp. cxxiii-cxxv. Regarding
Coues' fo otnote, Vol. I, p. xci, a perfect copy of
this edition sold for $35,000 in 1967.

-7-

tion. Bill h as called to the editor 's
attention an article published in the
Spring-Summer (Vol. 12, No. 1)
issue of Hoofprints, the semi-annual publication of the Yellowstone
Corral of the Westerners, Billings,
Montana. In this issue, John Popovich writes abo ut an " Incident
Along the Yellowston e: The Story of
the Immell-J ones Massacre". The
disastrous massacre took place in
May 1823. Michael Immell and Robert Jones were employed by Joshua Pilcher and the Missouri Fur
Company. Their assignment was to
lead a fur trading enterprise of 30
men to the J efferson River above
th e Three Forks of th e Missouri
River. They were "to obtain a friendly interview with the Blackfeet India ns and to impress them with the
friendly disposition of American citizens towards them."
They did not find the Blackfeet near
the Three Forks, but did encounter
them on the Jefferson Fork about
forty miles upstream from the Three
Forks. After what seemed to be a
questionable coun sel with them, the
lmmell-Jones party began their return journey to the Three Forks, the
East Gallatin River (present-day
Bozeman Pass) traverse, and descent of the Yellowstone River. Following the parley, the treacherous
Blackfeet circumvented the fur traders' route to a point lower down on
the Yellowstone River, wh ere they
could await their arrival and stage
th e ambush. The site of the encounter and massacre was in a small
gap and narrow passage on th e trail
that followed Alkali creek just
northeast of today's city of Billings,
Montana. Immell and Jones and
five oth ers were killed. The balance
of the party escaped and took refuge
with some friendly Crow Indians at
th eir camp near the mouth of Pryor
Creek, about fifteen miles downstream from the encounter. Lost to
the attacking Indians, of course,
were the personal effects of members of the party, th e 25 packs of
beaver pelts, supplies, traps, gun s,
h orses and mules.2
The goods stolen by the Indians did
turn up as recorded in the Hudson's
Bay journal by a Duncan Finalayson, who was Chief Factor and
Governor of Assiniboia at Edmonton House on the Saskatchewan.
On October 23, 1823, he recorded:
" ... some Blood Indians who came
to the post with beaver [which] we
traded from them, [they] appeared
to have been taken from some traders or freemen on, or in the neighborhood of the Missouri River - the
(continued on page 8)
2. J oshua Pilcher set the value of the loss at
$13,465.

greatest part of which were marked
with M.F.Co.; meaning as we suppose, the Missouri Fur Company."
At the trading sessions some of the
Immell-Jones party's personal
effects turned-up and on March 16,
1824, Finlayson's journal reveals:
"Messrs. Patrick Small and George
Deschambault finished trading
with the Blood Indi ans - they
bought principally beavers and
robes - they also brought us some
more trophies of their victory over
the unfortunate Americans with
whom they fought last summer,
such as rifles, the first volume of the
Arabian Nights, LEWIS AND
CLARK'S TRAVELS IN TWO VOLUMES [upper case is by the editor],
and a small quarto marble covered
book [an account book]."
Someone in the party, perhaps the
leaders, Immell or Jones, had acquired what may be assumed to be
the Biddle/ Allen edition, the narrative written by Nicholas Biddle and
prepared for the press by Paul Allen
some nine years prior.3 The two volume edition, especially ifthe engraving of Clark's map (a folded map inside the cover of Volume One) 4 had
not been removed, would have been
of great value to the leaders of the
fur trading party. Finlayson fails to
record the disposition of this treasure, but we might assume that it
remained with fur trading enterprises in search of beaver in the
country originally traversed by the
Lewis and Clark Expedition .
3. There is a possibility that these volumes
might have been two of a three volume set of
the Biddle narrative printed in 1815 and 1817
for the London, England, publisher Longman,
Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown. This same
publisher produced a single volume edition of
the Biddle work in 1814. We must a lso note
that the two volumes noted in Finlayson's
journal might have been t he two volume publication of the work published in 1817 by
Bradford and Inskeep; and Abm. H. Inskeep,
New York. Dublin, [Ireland]. Printed i n Philadelphia by J. Christie, 170, James's Street. For
these publications see: Thwaites, Reuben G.
(Ed.); Original Journals of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, Dodd, Mead, and Co., N.Y.,
1904, (Reprint editions, 1959; 1969). Volume
One, "Bibliogrnphical Data" (Victor Hugo
Paltsits), pages, lxxvii-lxxix, or Coues, op. cit.,
Vol. I , pages, cxxiii-cxxx.
4. Coues, op. cit .. implies that probably some
583 of the edition of 2000 were missing the
maps and i llustrations. See his Vol. 1, pp. xci
and cxxv. This is the basis of his statement
" ... that no more than 1,417 perfect copies of
Lewis and C lark [i.e. the Biddle/ Allen] ever
existed."

A Lewis and Clark Sculpture in Glass

}

There have been a number of sculptures done that relate to the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, especially of the two Captains and the Indian woman,
Sacagawea. The majority of the work has been done in bronze. Of special
interest is a Lewis and Clark sculptured and engraved crystal block produced by the Steuben Glass Company in 1970. In reporting on this art work,
Foundation Past President E.G. "Frenchy" Chuinard has this to say:
"I first became aware of this item when visiting the Steuben Glass showroom in New York. Illustrated above, the work was limited to an edition of
twenty five, and was priced at $7000.00. Titled Lewis and Clark, the crystal
block is 9% inches long, and a photograph and written description of the
work supplied by the Steuben people provides information that the glass
design was by Paul Schulze and the engraving design was by James Houston, and 'depicts the final stage of the historic expedition led by Meriwether
Lewis and William C lark, from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean,
1804-1806. Paddling a dugout canoe, members of the expedition navigate the
rapids of the Columbia River. Above them, in the foregound, appears the
map of their journey as drawn by Clark.'
"Jam es Houston was born in Canada and studied painting and graphic arts
in Paris and Tokyo. He joined the staff of Steuben Gl ass in 1962.
"Inquiries made with Steuben .Glass and the Corning Museum of Glass,
together with a search in specialty art magazines and art work indexes,
indicates that this is the only item of Lewis and C lark sculpture ever produced in crystal block glass. Response to a letter directed to the Public Relations Department of Steuben Glass informs that a specimen of this beautiful , limited, and rare item is still available at today's price of $10,000.
Inquiry may be made to Steuben Glass, Fifth Avenue at 56th Street, New
York, NY 10022."

Editor's Note:
Our Foundation mailing list and
membership roster has been put on
a computer with a local (Portland,
Oregon) processing service. Great
care has been exercised to avoid
any errors. We have noted and corrected a few. Nevertheless, if you
note a discrepancy with respect to
the spelling of your name, or an erroneous address, please advise We
Proceeded On, We appreciate your
help.
-8-

Anecdote - From The
Journals And Literature
About the Expedition
When the Expedition set out from
its winter establishment at Wood
River (Illinois) on May 14, 1804,
there was one soldier carrying the
rank of Corporal. What little we
know about Corporal Richard Warfington, his duty and connection
with the exploring party, is revealed
i n a letter from Captain . Lewis to
Secretary of War Henry Dearborn,
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written some months after the return of the Expedition in Washington D.C., January 15, 1807. 1 Accompanying Lewis's letter to Secretary Dearborn was a " . . . r oll of the
men who accompanied me on my
late tour to th e Pacific Ocean ... "
Warfington's name does n ot a ppear
on Lewis's " ... roll of men ... " but
a detailed account of Warfington's
relationship to the exploring enterprise is contained in the lengthy
paragraph transcribed here:
Richard Warfington was a Corporal
in the infantry of the U. States army
whom I had occasion to t ake with me
on my voyage as far as the Mandan
Nation [present North Dakota]. His
term of service expired on the 4th of
August with in nearly three mon th s
previous to my arrival at that fort
[Manda n], and knowin g that it would
become n ecessary for me to send
back my boat [the keel boat] in the
spring 1805 with a party of soldiers
whose terms of service had n ot expired; that it was of some importance
th at the government should receive
in safety the dispatches which I was
about to transmit from th en ce; that
there was not one of the party destined to be returned from thence in
whom I could place t he least confidence except himself, and that if he
was discharged at the moment of the
expiration of his term of service that
he would necessarily loose his military standing and thereby lessen the
efficiency of his command among the
soldiery; I was induced under these
considerations to make a n a rrangement with him by which it was
agreed between us that he should not
receive his discharge from military
service untill his return to St. Louis,
and th at h e should in the interim retain his rank and receive only for his
services the accustomed compensation. Accordingly he remained with
me during th e winter [at Fort Mandan], and was the n ext spring in conformity to my plan placed in command of the boat and ch a rged with
my dispatches to the government.'
The duties assigned him on this occasion were performed with a punc1. Corporal Warfington departed Fort Man-

dan for St. Louis on April 7, 1805, the same
date that the Captains and their party of 31
began the westward journey to the Pacific.
With Warfington were the engages or river
men who had been employed to assist with the
ascent of the lower Missouri River, six soldiers
including Moses Reed, expelled from the enterprise for desertion, a nd John Newman who
ha d been court-martialed and ejected for insu·
bordination . Several Indians accom panied
the party as far as the Arikara villages. Lewis's journal states that there were two
Frenchmen, "One ... by the name of (Joseph)
Graveline (see WPO, Vol. 3, No. 5, p. 6) a n
honest discrete man and a n excellent boatman is imployed to conduct the barge as a
pilot ... " (See Thwaites, 1:283). Clark's journal for April 3, 1805 (Thwaites, 1:280-282) also
provides a list of " ... Sundery a rticles to be
sent to the President of the U.S." Lewis also
enclosed a manifest of these articles along
with his April 7, 1805 letter to President Jefferson (see Jackson, Letters ... , pp. 231-242).
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tuality which uniformly characterized his conduct while under my
co mma nd. Taking i n to view the
cheerfulnes with which he continued
in th e service after every obligation
had ceased to exist, from t he exposures, the fatigues, labour and dangers incident to that service, and
above all the fidelity with which he
discharged his duty, it would seem
that when r ewards are about to be
distributed among those of the party
who were engaged in the enterprise
th at his claim to someth ing more
than his pay of seven dollars pr.
month as corporal cannot be considered unreasonable. 2

Donald Jackson in his Letters . . .3
provides some details about Warfington 's military connection s prior
to joining the Lewis a nd Clark Expedition, a nd indicates that he was
a member of Captain John Campell's company, Second Infa ntry.4
From the National Archives, R ecord Gro up 94, Post R evolutionary
R ecords, No. 104, Jackson provides
a physical description of Warfington, a nd some dates related to his
military service: "He was from
Louisburg, N .C., enlisted 4 Aug.
1799, twenty-two years of age, five
feet ten inches, brown h air, fair
complextion, black eyes. On command with Capt. Lewis 24, Nov.
1803. After his return from Fort
Mandan he went back to his company. An entr y in the company
book for 19 June 1805 shows tha t he
drew from Lt. John Brah an at Fort
Massac some articles of uniform
clothing, and a later undated entry
marks him " Discharged, time expired."
2. Jackson, Donald (Editor); Letters of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition with Related
Documents, U niv. of Dlinois Press, Urbana,
1962 (2nd edition, 1978). Pages 364-365. Also
published in Thwaites, VIII:355-356.
3. Jackson, op. cit., p. 372.
4. Captain Lewis, with orders from Secretary
of War Dearborn, was directed to recruit mil·
itary personnel from arm y units stationed in
th e west at Kaskaskia and Massac (Illinois),
and at South West Point (Tennessee). Noncommissioned officers and privates were
transferred to the Corps of Discovery from:
Captain Russell Bissell's Company, First Infantry ; Captain Daniel Bissell's Company,
First Infantry; Captain John Campbell's
Company, Second Infantry; and Captain
Amos Stoddard's Company of Artillerists.

Updating Lewis & Clark
In Recent Periodicals
" William Clark's Mapping in Missouri, 1803-1804", is the title of an
article by Foundation member, W.
Raymond Wood, professor of Anthropology at the University of MissouriColumbia, in the Missouri Historical Review, April 1982, Vol. LXXVI,
No. 3. The periodical is published
quarterly by The State Historical
-9-

Society of Mi ssouri, Columbia. Dr.
Wood discusses William Clark's attributes as a cartographer for the
Expedition's journey to t he Pacific
and r eturn, and calls special attention to three sketch maps of short
segments of the Mississippi River
and five sketch m aps of th e Missouri River within the present boundaries of the State of Missouri. All eight
of these maps are reproduced (four
maps have been redrawn for clarity)1 and appear with Dr. Wood's
text. Two of the Mississippi River
maps were executed by Clark in
November 1803, the third was produced during the winter 1803-1804,
while the Expedition was at its winter establishment at Camp Dubois.
There is n o doubt that Clark made
maps of the entire course of the
Missouri River in present-day Missouri, but on ly the five maps discussed in the article are extant. Ray
Wood m akes th e observation that:
"Alth ough Clark's sketch es of the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers do
not add significantly to pre-Lewis
and Cl ark catrograph y, they do
provide additional information on
the progress of the expeditio n
through the state of Missouri. Clark
of course produced many more
maps of the Missouri River within
the state than ar e now available.
The twelve maps thought to have
been made by him of the Missouri
River from its mouth to the vicinity
of Omaha, Nebraska, may remain
unrecognized in priva te h ands or in
som e archive. Their discovery n early wo uld complete the ros ter of
maps believed to h ave been produced during the Lewis a nd Clark
Expedition."
Copies of this issue of the Missouri
Historical Review ar e available for
$2.00 (in clud es h andling a nd postage) from The State Historical Society of Missouri, 1020 Lowry St.,
Columbia, MO 65201.
1. The original maps are in the Beinecke Rare
Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University. The four maps have been redrawn, since
the legends on the documents are often very
difficult to read.

*** * ******
Foundation members who attended
and traveled on last year's Annual
Meeting tour will h ave th e opportunity to review the experience in
a n article contributed to the MayJ une 1982 issue of Americana magazine. Jim Merritt, a New Jersey
freelance writer and Foundation
m ember, joined the tour and h as
provided a delightful coverage of
scenes and events related to the
nearl y 500 mile excursion, which
followed the Lewis and Clark Trail
(continued on page 15)

Private George Shannon:
The Expedition's Youngest Member - 1785 o r 1787 - 1836
By Robert E. Lange 1
"Louisville [Kentucky], May 22nd. 1810
"Dear Sir [Nicholas Biddle]
This will be handed to you by Mr. George Shannon the young man I spoke to you about, who was with me on the N W
expedition; he has agreed to go to Philadelphia and give such information rilitive to that To ur as may be in his power. 2 This
young gentleman possesses a sincere and undisguised heart, he is highly spoken of by all his acquaintence and much
respected at the Lexington Uni versity where he has been for the last two years. Any advice and friendly attention which you
may show to this young man will be greatfully acknowledged by him, and confur an additional obligation on me.
"Mr. S connections are respectable. Since the misfortune of loseing his leg, he has been studeously employed in p ersute of
an education to enable him to acquire a profession by which he can make an honorable and respectable liveing - he wishes
to study Law, and practice in the Western Country.
"May I request of you to give him such advice or assistance as may be agreeable & convenient to you to enable him to
prosue those studies while in Phila.
"Accept my highest respect & Friendship
Mr. N. Biddle

In writing about the personn el of
th e Expedition, Dr. E lliott Coues
has this to say about 16 or 18 year
old Private George Sh annon .
GEORGE SHANNON. Born Pen nsylvania 1787,3 and so a mere lad in his
teens when he joined the Expedition
... He was a relative of Governor
Shannon of Kentucky, and perhaps
the one man on the Expedition whom
either of the captains would have
been most likely to meet at home on
terms of social equality: •

Shannon was one of the explori ng
party's "nine young men from Kent ucky", as the Captain s so often referred to this group o.f their enlisted
men. Records indicate that h e enlisted with the Expedition on Ocl. Fifth President of the Foundation. Editor of
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2. Nicholas Biddle had been engaged by
Clark, prompted by J efferson, to develop a
narrative based on the original journals and
to see to its publication. Biddle undertook the
task in 1810 and completed the work by 1814.
See: Thwaites, Reuben G. (Editor); Original
J ournals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,
Dodd, Mead & Co., N.Y., 1904. Reprint editions: Antiquarian Press, N.Y., 1959; Arno
Press, N.Y. , 1969. Pages xxxviii·xlvi. See also:
We Proceeded On, Vol. 6 No. 3, pp. 7·10.
3. There is considerable controversy regard·

ing the birth year of George Shannon. Olin D.
Wheeler and Charles G. Clarke (cited in text
and footnotes , post.) say that he was born in
1785, and therefore Sha nnon would have been
18 years of age when he joined the enterprise.
Elliott Coues (fn. 4, post., p. 255) and Reuben
Thwaites, (fn. 2, ante., V. 1, p. xi) indicate that
he was 16 years old in 1803, an d list his birth
in 1787. I n the Missouri Historical Review,
Vol. XXXIX, No. 2, Jan. 1935, in a feature
titled "Missouria na", a biographical sketch of
George Shannon reads: "Some writers give
the date of hi s birth as 1785, but the preponderance of opinion seems to favor the date
1787."
4. Coues, Elliott (Editor); History of the Expedition Under the Command of Lewis and
Clark ..... , Francis P . Harper, N.Y., 1893.
Reprint editions Dover Publica tions 1965,
1980. Vol. 1, p. 256.

Wm Clark"

tober 19, 1803, after Clark h ad
joined Lewis during his descen t of
th e Ohio River, at Louisville, Kentl,lcky. There is considerable evidence that Sh annon joined and traveled with Captain Lewis at a n
earlier date.
Lewis wrote to Clark from Cincinn ati on September 28, 1803, and in
this letter devoted a paragraph relative to the recruiting of men for the
enterprise. Lewis wrote:
. . . your ideas in the subject of judicious scelection of our party perfectly
comport with my own. I have two
young men with me whom I h ave
taken on trial and have n ot yet engaged them, but conditionally only,
tho' I think they will answer tolerably well; ... 5

Donald Jackson, in h is Letters .. .6
provides a note following the r eproduction of Lewis's letter which relates to Lewis's reference to "two
young men". Jackson's note r eads:
Perhaps John Colter (d. 1810) and
George Shannon (1785-1836). DYE, 7
says that Shannon joined at P ittsburg .... If Shannon did not join at
Pittsburgh, at least he probably had
joined by the time Lewis left Cincinnati. His family had been living in
Pennsylvania at the time of h is birth,
but h ad moved to Belmont County,
Ohio in 1800 (BIOG. DIR.).8

Shannon 's enlistmen t and du ty
with th e Expedition; his post-expe5. Jackson, Donald (Editor); Letters of the

Lewis and Clarll Expedition with Related
Documents, University of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1962, second en la rged edition 1979.
Page 125.
6. Ibid.
7. Dye, Eva Emery; The Conquest: The True
Story of Lewis and Clarll, A.C. McClurg & Co.

Chicago, 1902. (A fictional account of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition). Page 147.
8. Jackson, op. cit., pp. 125-126.
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dition militar y service, which involved the loss of a leg; the str ong
friendsh ip with Willi am Clark
which resulted in his special service
to litteratuer Nicholas Biddle (see
boxed feature and pertinent footnote, ante. ); and his edu cation,
judgesh ips, a n d political car eer,
h ave provided biograph ers with
considerably more information for
him than any other enlisted man
connected with the exploring enterprise .
George Shannon was of Irish-Protestant descent and was probably
born in Pennsylvania. His father,
who had seen service in the Revolutionary army, died in Ohio from exposure wh ile hunting durin g th e
winter of 1803. He left a widow and
nine children. George was the eldest
and was not the only son to gain
prominence. Thomas, a prominent
merch ant in Ohio was elected to
Congress from that state; James, a
noted lawyer, moved to Kentucky
where h e practiced law for many
years; and Wilson, the youngest,
a lso entered l aw practice, represented Ohio in Congress, became
Governor of Ohio, minister to Mexico, and territorial governor of Kansas. In his early teens, George was
sent from Ohio to Pennsylvania
wh ere he was to live with his mother's family and to attend school.
This arrangement was to be short
lived, for during a visit to Pittsburgh he met Meriwether Lewis,
who was awaiting the completion of
a keelboat to be used on the western
expedition. Olin Wheeler says that
George Shannon ran away from his
n ew home in Pennsylvania to join
Lewis, at least for the trip down the
Ohio, and adds that he was a " ...
handsome man, with blue eyes,
(continued on facing page)

We Proceeded On, July 1982

black hair, always smooth faced,
very graceful, and a fine conversationalist. " 9
Because of his youth and several
incidents involving him that are recorded in the Expedition's journals,
special interest has been afforded
Shannon in much of the literature
concerning the exploring enterprise.10 The fact that at least on two
occasions he was reported to be lost
and separated for several days from
the main party, together with his
trait of misplacing equipment entrusted to his care, have tended to
label him a misfit and a poor choice
to be exposed to the rigors of a military operation on the western frontier.
Closer study of the journals will reveal that when Shannon was lost
he was really not to blame and that
he, a !\ Olin Wheeler states, " .. . exhibit~d excellent judgement in finding the party again, entirely unaided by them." 11 On August 26,
1804, when the party was west and
south of present-day Yankton,
South Dakota, in today's Knox
County, Nebraska, Clark documents that Shannon was detailed to
search for their two horses which
had strayed from their night encampment. Shannon found the
horses probably at some distance
from the river, and when he returned to the river found some
tracks undoubtedly made by Indians, which he mistook to be those of
the Expedition. Concluding that the
party was ahead of him he continued up the river expecting to join
his comrades at one of their night
camps. Clark's journa l tells of
Shannon's experience:
... the Man who left us [to search for
horses 16 days ago] and has been a
head ever since joined us nearly
Starved to Death, he had been 12
days without any thing to eate but
Grapes & one Rabit, which he Killed
by shooting a piece of hard Stick in
place of a ball [apparently Shannon
had powder, but had expended his
supply of lead bullets]. This Man
S upposeing the boat [the main party]
to be a head pushed on as long as he
could, when he became weak and feable <leturmined to lay by and waite
for a trading boat, which is expected,
Keeping one horse for the last resorse, thus the man had like to have
Starved to death in a land of plenty

for the want of Bullitts or something
to kill his meat."• 2

In his 1814 narrative, Biddle states
that: "One of his horses gave out
and was left behind; the other he
kept as a last resource for food.
Despairing of overtaking us, he was
returning down the river, in hopes
of meeting some other boat; and
was on the point of killing his horse,
when he was so fortunate as to join
us."1 3
Shannon' s second experience involving his separation from the
main party appears to be an episode
of mixed-up communicati ons between several members of the exploring party and almost abandonment of the unfortunate Shannon.
In August 1805, the Expedition
was ascending the Jefferson Fork of
the Missouri River near present-day
Twin Bridges, Madison Co unty,
Montana. Inspection of a modern
map will indicate that just downstream from Twin Bridges the Big
Hole River joins the Jefferson
River, and upstream from this confluence the Jefferson River becomes
the Beaverhead River. On August 4,
1805, Lewis with Sergeant Gass,
Drouillard and Charbonneau were
ahead of Clark and the main party.
They had come to the confluence of
their "Wisdom" (today's Big Hole)
River. At this point Lewis determined that the Expedition should
ascend the Beaverhead Fork (the
continu ation of the Jefferson) and
not the "Wisdom" or present Big
Hole waterway. In order to advise
Clark and his party of this decision,
Lewis left a note on a pole at the
forks. As Lewis later observed: "this
note had unfortunately been placed
on a green pole which the beaver
had cut and carried off together
with the note."H When Cl ark arrived at this confluence on August
5 , 1805, he and the main party
began the ascent of the "Wisdom"
or present Big Hole waterway in
error. On the 6th of August, Clark
encountered Drouillard, who advised him that he was following a n
incorrect course. (Drouillard was
originally with Lewis , but had
stayed to hunt in this area, when
Lewis, Gass, and Charbonn eau re12. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 145.

made Shannon the subject of their work. 'l'wo
of these are: C url, Grace Voris; Young Shannon - S cout with Lewis and Clark, Ha rper
Brothers, N.Y., 1941; and Eifert, Virginia S .;
George S hannon: Young Explorer with Lewis
and Clark, Dodd, Mead & Co., N .Y., 1963.

13. Biddle, Nicholas/ Allen, Paul; History of
the Expedition Under the Command of Captains Lewis and Clarh . .. . , Bradford and Inskeep, Philadelphia, 1814, Vol. 1, p . 70. In the
Coues Edition, op. cit, Vol. 1, p. 115. If Biddle's
text seems to include information not in
C lark's original journal, we may conclude that
what he writes is factual, since the episode
was probably related directly t o him by
George Shannon when h e was with Biddle in
Philadelphia.

11. Wheeler, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 121.

14. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 312.

9. Wheeler, Olin D.; The Trail of Lewis and
Clarh, 1804-1904, G.P. Putnam's Sons, N .Y.,
1904, Vol. 1, p. 120.
10. Writers of books for young people have
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turned to the Jefferson-Beaverhead
River.) Unfortunately on this same
morning, and prior to meeting
Drouillard, Clark had dispatched
Shannon to hunt farther up the
stream. Before Clark and the main
party set out to retrace their steps to
the junction of the rivers, Clark directed Drouillard to go in search of
Shannon. Clark's journal tells of
Drouillard' s failure to find Shannon:
. . . but he [Drouillard) rejoined us
this evening and reported that he
had been several miles up the river
a nd could find nothing of him. we
had the trumpet ["sounden h orns")
sounded and fired several guns but
h e did not join us this evening. I am
fearful he is lost again. this is the
same man who was seperated from
us 15 days as we came up the Missouri and subsisted 9 days of that time
on grapes only.1s

On August 7, 1805, Lewis makes
the statement: "we have not heard
any thing from Shannon yet, we
expect that h e has pursued Wisdom
river upwards for som[e] distance
probably killed some heavy animal
and is awaiting our arrival." 16
We might wonder, that if this was
the case, why the Captains did not
really organize a search party. Olin
Wheeler sums up all the confusion
as follows and rightfully gives
Shannon credit for " using his
head":
It seems to me that, under the circumstances, this failure to make a
more determined attempt to find
Shannon, who was a lmost a mere
boy, is, to some extent, censurable.
They sent him out to hunt, then absolutely reversed their programme and
route, of which he was entirely ignorant, and went up another river,
leaving him finally, " to get out of his
scrape" the best way he could. But
Shannon was equal to the emergency
this time. When returning from his
hunt, h e did not meet the party ascending the river, he concluded that
they had passed up the stream unobserved by him and he accordingly
" marched up the river [Wisdom) during all the next day, when he was
[became] convinced that we had not
gone on , as the river was no longer
navigible." 17 He then logically returned to the junction, supposing a
change of plan might have taken
place, and, following up the Jefferson
[Beaverhead], reached the party at
its breakfast camp of August 9th,
safe and sound, but " . .. much wearied . .. " 18

(continued on page 12)
15. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 316.
16. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 318.
17. Wheeler' s quota tion is from C oues (footnote 4, ante.) Vol. 1, p. 470.
18. Wheeler, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 8.

Students of the Expedition respect
Elliott Coues' tremendous accomplishment in his editing and annotating the 1814 Biddle/ Allen narrative in 1893, and it is difficult to be
critical of this noted historian. Nevertheless, on occasion his seeming
prejudice developed a nnotations
that contradicted the truth. His
comment regarding Shannon's getting lost is an example:
This gentlema n [Sh a nnon], one of
the most intelligent of the party in
other matters, seem s t o have lacked
the faculty of orientation , and should
hardly have been a llowed to go out of
sight of camp alone. He was always
getting lost by himself and found by
others. Almost every exploring party
has at least one s uch man, whom
they have to hunt for as they do
wood, water, grass, or the right road
itself. This time [August 6 - 9, 1805)
Shannon was los t for three days , as
h e managed to find himself at camp
on the 9th.19

From what has been written a nd
quoted above, Coues' statement is
r eally not factua l!
If Shannon h ad other faults, his
chronic shortcoming was to lose
personal and Expedition property.
On two occasions the (August 12,
1805 and July 5, 1806) journals report that h e los t or left his tomah awk behind. Both times th e Captains ordered him to retrace his
steps and find the tomahawks thus
delaying the progress of their travel. On September 13, 1806, ten days
befor e their return to St. Louis, the
journals report that " . . . George
Shannon left his horn and pouch
with his powder ba ll and knife and
did not think of it until! night."20
Since the party h ad traveled 18
miles that day, we m ay assume that
Shannon did not recover this loss.
Another journal entry eith er evidences carelessness or his a bility to
be a sound sleeper. Clark's journa l
entry for November 15, 1805, tells
us:
Shannon informed me he met Capt.
Lewis some distan ce below & he took
Willard with him & sent him to meet
me [Clark], the Inds. with him wer
rouges, they had the night before
stold both his and Willards guns
from under their h eads. Capt . Lewis
& pa rty arrived at the camp of those
Indians at so timely a period that the
Inds. were allarmed & delivered up
th e guns &c.21

Now let us examine those attributes
of Shannon's that proved of value
for the success of the enterprise. A

perusal of Thwaites' index for his
seven volumes r eveals that there
are 92 citings that relate to Shannon as a hunter. In spite of Clark's
comment th at Shannon was not
" ... a first rate Hunter ... ", 22 there
is evidence throughout the journals
of his s uccess in providing food for
the party. Thirteen times the Captains entrusted him to carry messages of importance, either to the
other Captain, to the Sergeants, or
to some individual doing special
duty. E ight times he was sent in
search of lost horses. When Willard
and Wiser were delayed in returning from the salt works to Fort
Clatsop, in January 1806, Shannon
was directed to go with Sergeant
Gass " ... to enquire after Willard
and Wiser who h ave not yet returned."23
Students of the Expedition are
cognizant of the fact that fe w articles related to the exploring enterprise are extant. A precious artifact in safe-keeping in the collections of the Oregon Historical
Society is the sewing kit ("Housewife") carried by George Shannon
during the journey to the Pacific
and return. This item became the
property of Mrs. J.P. Farmer, the
granddaughter of George Shannon, who resided in Portland,
Oregon. On February 11, 1946, a
descendant of Mrs. Farmer, Elizabeth Story of Oswego, Oregon,
presented the item to the Oregon
Society. The sewing hit measures,
when open, 7'h" x 15%", and the
descrip tion in the files at the Society reads as follows: "Catalog
No. 4014: Leather: Dyed red with
simple line embossing. I nterior
dyed g reen. Pocket lined with
white silk; contains one needle
with thread. Only top portion of a
silver clasp is remaining." Wheeler, op. cit., includes a photographic reproduction of the item
in his Volume I, page 119.

Shannon's health must have been
good, and on only on e occasion do
the journa ls indicate a problem: " J .
Potts complains very much of on e of
his eyes which is burnt by the s un
fro m exposing his face without
cover from the Sun. Shannon also
complains of his face & eyes &c."2-1
On October 13, 1804, when John
Newman was court-m artialed for
" ... having uttered repeated express ions of a highly crimina l and mutinous nature ... '', George Shannon
was one of nine enlisted men de22. I bid., Vol. 1, p. 127.

19. Coues, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 465, fn. 14.

23. Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 309.

20. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 5, p. 384.

24 . Ibid., Vol. 5, p. 388-389. Probably conjunctivitis caused by ult ra-violet radia tion reflected off of the river water.

21. I bid., Vol. 3, p. 224.
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tailed for a courts-ma rtial to review
the charges, render the decision ,
and suggest the punishment. 25
Shannon was with Captain Clark
on the r eturn journey descending
the Yellowstone River in July and
August 1806. After crossing the
m ountains with their horses from
the Three Forks of the Missouri to
the upper reaches of the Yellows t one, 26 the party con structed
dugout canoes near present-day Columbus or Park City, Montana. On
July 20-21, 1806, during the canoe
construction operati on , some of
their horses disappeared. Shannon,
along with Sergeant Pryor, Bra tton,
a nd Ch a rbonneau searched for
them on the 21st, Sergeant Pryor
and Charbonneau on the 22nd, and,
on the 23rd, Pryor discovered an
India n moccasin. Clark concluded
in his journal entry for July 23, that
" . . . those Indian signs [smoke
from their fires and the moccasin] is
conclusive with me that they have
taken the 24 horses which we lost
on the night of the 20th instant, and
that those who were about last
night were in serch of the ballance
of our horses . . . "27
Now that the party was able to
travel by dugout canoe, Clark dir ected Sergeant Pryor , George
Shannon, Hugh H all, and Richard
Windsor, to take the remaining 12
or 14 h orses overland to the Manda n villages. (Pryor also carried a
letter to a Mr. Hugh Heney at the
Northwest Company.)28 T wo days
after departing with the horses
from Clark's party, Pryor's small
detachment lost them during the
night to the Indians. After pursuing
the Indians for five miles without
success, they returned to the river.
On the night of the 26th of July
w h en this group of h orses were
stolen, " ... a Wolf bit Sergt. Pryor
through his hand when asleep, and
this animal was so vicious as to
m ake an attempt to sieze Windsor,
when S h a nnon fortunatel y Shot
him ... " 29 Th e next morning
Sh annon killed a buffalo, and recalling the Indian's bull-boats, which
they had seen at th e Mandan villages during the winter of 1804(continued on facing page)
25. Ib id., Vol. l , pp. 190-193. Clark wrote; "we
tried the Prisoner Newmon last night by 9 of
his Peers they did 'Centence him 75 Lashes &
Dis ba nded [from] the party'." p. 191.
26. The route was eastward a long the Gallatin , the East Gallatin , and present-day Bozeman Pass.
27. T hwaites, op. cit., Vol. 5, pp. 280-281. Crow
Indians, see Vol. l, p. 130, fn. 2.
28. Thwaites transcribes this letter in his Vol.
5, pp. 282-286. The letter is also reproduced i n
Jackson (fn. 5), pp. 309-313. Jackson's n ote on
page 313 is of special interest.
29. Ibid., Vol. 5, p. 326.
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1805, they constructed two of these
craft 30 and began the descent of the
Yellowstone only a day or two behind Clark's Party. On August 8,
1806, Sergeant Pryor, Shannon,
Windsor and Hall joined Clark's
party a few miles below the confluence of the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers.
Although he received his discharge
soon after the Expedition's return,
on October 10, 1806, Shannon's
frontier adventures were not at an
end. The following year he was engaged as a hunter to accompany a
military detachment under the command of Ensign Nathaniel Pryor
(the Sergeant Pryor of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition - appointed
ensign in the first United States Infantry, February 27, 1807.) Ensign
Pryor's detachment was in charge
of escorting Mandan ChiefSh eheke
or Big White and his family from St.
Louis to their Mandan village (in
North Dakota). 31 The previous year,
1806, Sheheke and his people had
accompanied the Lewis and Clark
Expedition from the Mandans to St.
Louis and on to Washington to visit
President Jefferson. Pry or's detachment left St. Louis on May 18, 1807,
and a fur trading party, under the
command of Lieutenant A. P. Chouteau, accompanied them. The enterprise met with resistance from the
Arikara Indians in early September
and returned to St. Louis by the
middle of October without having
delivered the Mandan Chief and his
family to their village. Pryor detailed the episode in a letter dated
October 16, 1807, to Clark, and
wrote: 32
During th e rapid s uccession of these
events [the skirmish) I had no leisure
to enquire into the situation of my
men. As soon as we imagined ourselves free from pursuit, we lashed
our boats together, a nd examined
their wounds.
Of my own men none we1:e killed. My
Hunter's [Shannon's] leg was broken. One of the soldiers had a ball
through the fleshy part of his leg and a second was wounded in the hip
and arm.=1:1
30. Ibid., Vol. 5, pp. 325-326. Clark provides a
description and the method of construction of
t hese buffalo hide bull-boats.

Donald Jackson, in his note number
6, writes: "One of the wounded men
was George Shannon .. .It is curious
that Pryor does not mention him by
name, and the omission suggests
that Pryor wrote Clark a personal
account of the attack as well as this
official one. "3~
Th e leg wound to Shannon received
no medical or surgical attention. On
October 3, 1807, a Dr. B . G. Farrar,
St. Charles or St. Louis, examined
Shannon's leg and found it " .. .in a
state of gangrene ... and to save his
life I was under the necessity of
amputating the limb above the
knee... " 35 He was near death following the operation, but finally recovered after spend in g eighteen
months in the army hospital at Fort
Bellefontaine (a few miles north of
St. Louis). This experience earned
him the nickname "Peg-leg Shannon", since he made use of a wooden peg on the limb for the rest of his
life. In 1813, an act of Congress
granted him a monthly pension of
$8.00 for the loss of his leg. Three
years later, both Clark and Henry
Clay supported Shannon's petition
for an increase, and in 1817 Congress increased the monthly compensation to $12.00. Congressional
records indicate that in 1822 a bill
to grant Shannon a land warrant
for 640 acres as additional compensation for his injury did not pass. 36
The foregoing has reviewed what
has been said about George Shannon regarding his service to his
country, both as a member of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, a nd in
his post-expedition military service
with Ensign Pryor. We may reflect
on William Clark's appraisal of
him: "Mr. George Shannon a ver y
worthy and valuable man ... accompanied me to the Pacific Ocean, and
on that expedition was one of the
most active and us eful men we
had."'l7
It appears that life had only begun
for George Shannon, although he
had had experiences enough for an
entire lifetime. Now we can follow
him for an interesting episode
where he was, by Clark's arrangement, to be of valuable service to
Nicholas Biddle who was writing

the first official narrative about the
Expedition. as Except for Clark,
Shannon was the only member of
the exploring party who was to help
first-hand with the publication. He
materially assisted editor Biddle in
interpreting the hand written journals and notebooks and in relating
his personal recollections. In May
1810, he arrived in P hiladelphia
wh ere he remained until July 1811.
In a letter written to Clark on July
8, 1811, Biddle acknowledged receipt of some information Clark had
sent him and commented about
Shannon's contribution to developing the publication:
The information (you sent roe] was
very valuable, & com bined with what
I have learnt from Mr. Shannon who
I find very intelligent & sensible
leaves me nothing to wish on the
points I mentioned,

Further on in the same letter, when
discussing the maps being engraved for inclusion with the publication , Biddle observed:
The engravings were marked off by
Mr. Shannon & myself & are now in
the hands of the artist [engraver).39

During his time in Philadelphia,
and probably with the help of litterateur and lawyer Biddle, Shannon pursued the study oflaw. 40
That William Clark was inter ested
in a career for Shannon is revealed
in an August 8, 1811 Letter written
by Clark to Shannon proposing a
business venture in St. Louis involving trade goods that would be partially und erwritten by Clark. 41
There is nothing, however, in th e
record that r eveals that Shannon
ever became involved in s uch a business venture.
There are indications that Shannon
was admitted to th e bar, probably
in the State of Kentucky where he is
reported to have furthered his law
studies at the Transylvania University at Lexington, Kentucky. In
(continued on page 14)
38. Ibid., pp. 549·550. This letter is reproduced
in the boxed feature at t h e beginning of this
monograph.
39. Ibid. , p. 569.

32. Ibid., pp. 432·437. Dr. Jackson indicates
that Frederick Bates (Secretary and Acting
Governor of Louisiana Territory) may have
had a hand in drafting this letter. See his note.

dier. S ha nnon was discharged from the army,
October 10, 1806, obviously did not reenlist,
and Clark advises Clay that "Mr. Shannon
was employed by me (as Agent for the Government) .. . . for which he was to receive
Twenty five Dollars per Month." As a soldier
he would never have earned $25.00 a month.

33. Ib id., p. 436.

34. Ibid., p. 438.

Ibid., p. 620. Pryor does not indicate that
Sha nnon was the hunter with the broken leg.
Donald Jack son comments in a letter to the
editor (citing a statement in a letter, Clark to
Henry Clay) that there is no doubt that Shan·
non was the hunter and not a n enlisted sol-

35. Ibid. , p. 620. A thorough search of various
sources and correspondence has failed to reveal which of Shannon's legs was a mputated .

40. There is additional evidence that Shan·
non and Biddle enjoyed a friendly association.
J ackson (Letters .. . , op. cit., pp. 575-577)
transcribes three letters, dated early 1812,
written by Shannon to Biddle requesting his
assistance toward a military appointment" .. .
of judge advocate, in t his new Army which is
to be rnised." In a later letter Shannon responded; " Your polite and friendly offer of assistance will, when the occasion occurs, be accepted with gratitude." In this same letter
mention is made to Kentucky statesman
Hen ry Clay, and Jackson's note relates that
Clay was " ... helpfuJ to Shannon on many

36. Ibid., pp. 619-620.

occasions.''

37. Ibid., pp. 619·620.

41. Jackson, op. cit., pp. 570-571.

31. Jackson, op. cit., pp. 382-384, Letters 247
and 249.
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1813 he married Miss Ruth Snowden Price, a resident of Lexington.
By 1818 he was serving as circuit
judge in that area, along with having an active law practice. He was
elected in 1820 and 1822 to be a
member of the Kentucky House of
Representatives.42
There seems to be a dispute as to
where he located when h e moved to
the state of Missouri in 1828. He
may have first lived in Hannibal or
St. Louis, but records eventually
show him located in St. Charles
with a law practice specializing in
criminal law. One biographer indicates that "He was a senator from
Missouri for a time." 43 It is more
likely that he was a state senator.
Another source relates that he was
a United States District Attorney
for Missouri, and that in 1836 he
was a member of the Missouri General Assembly. 44

In his later years, Judge S hannon
is said to have become quite fond
of liquor, and several anecdotes
are told about him in this connec·
tion. One night in a country tavern, the ticking of a clock disturbed him, and when it wouldn't
stop at his command, he got a pistol from his saddle-bags and fi red
a ball through it. The next morning, finding what he had done, he
promptly paid the landlord for the
damage. Another time, in Jefferson City, becoming angry at a
state senator, Shannon got the
legislator h elplessly drunk, put
him in a skiff and turned it loose
on the Missouri River. the unconscious senator not being rescued
until he had floated fifteen miles
and grounded on a sand bar. On
another occasion [presumably in
a tavern] in J efferson City, Shannon and a friend agreed to do
whatever the other did, [or if unable to mimic the other, the looser,
as a penalty, was to buy a round
of drinks for the assembled onlookers.] Shannon immediately
took off his wooden leg and threw
it into the fire, and his opponent
had to pay fo r the treat.
Missouri Historical Review,
Vol. XXIX, No. 2, January
1935, "Missouriana" - "PegLeg Shannon", page 120.

42. Clarke, Ch arles G.; The Men of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition, The Arthur H. Clark
Co., Glendale, CA, 1970, pp. 52-53.
43. ibid. This may be an erroneous statemen t
by Ch arles Clarke, since there are no oth er
references to Shannon having any political
service in Washington , D.C.
44. In the Missouri Historical Reuiew Sta te
Historical Society of Missouri, Col~mbi a,
Missouri, Vol. XXIX, No. 2, January 1935. ln a
section tit led "Missouriana " - " Peg·Leg
S hann on", p. 119.

Newspapers of the time report the
story of Shannon's death at the age
of forty-nine. He had j ourneyed to
Palmyra (north of Hannibal) to defend a man indicted for murder. Arriving there on August 23; 1836, ill
and in declinihg health he immediately sought medical aid. The
Palmyra Journal r elated:
He sustained his illness with a degree
of moral courage a nd composure that
has seldom been equalled ... On the
morning of Tuesday [August] 30th,
he sunk into the arms of.death without the slightest emotion.

The account does not reveal the nature of his illness. Shannon was
dead and had been buried in a
cemetery near Massey's Mill near
Palmyra even before members of
his family knew of his sudden illness. That he had probably lived in
Hannibal at one time was attested
by the many friends he had in that
vicinity who attended him in his
final moments and arranged for his
burial. A prominent Mason, he was
buried with Masonic ceremony.
The local newspaper spoke of his
exceptional talents and his fine
character, and the members of the
Palmyra bar passed resolutions and
m emorials in which h e was referred
to as an " eminent jurist". A r esolution passed by members of the bar
at St. Charles called him the "senior
member of our bar". F or thirty days
following his passing Palmyra and
St. Charles lawyers wore crape on
their left arms in his memory.
His wife survived him for only a
short time and the pla n to move
Judge Shannon' s body to St. Charles
was never carried out. It is documented that " ... all traces of the
grave have since been lost." 4 5
Shannon'.s military career as a
member of the famous Expedition
was an unique experience, and the
loss of a leg in a post-expedition undertaking was a tragic incident. His
assistance in the development of
the first official edition of a narrative based on th e original handwritten journals of the Expedition was
an important contribution. That h e
sought and attained a recognized
legal career combined with much
public service was to his credit. His
nearly fifty years on the early
American scene distinguishes him
as an outstanding man of his time.

45. I bid., 119-120, and:
Reminiscences of the Bench and Bar of Missouri (1878). pp. 22-24.
Missouri Argus (St. Louis newspa per) September 9, 1836.
Jeffersonian Republican (Jefferson City
Newspaper) September 10, 1836.
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Author's Note: Almos t every member of
the exploring party was honored by the
Captains ' practice of n aming waterways (rivers, streams, or creeks) for
them. In several instances individuals
received such recognition m ore than
once. Shannon was so honored on two
occasions.
Unfortunately many of the-n-ames applied to the land and documented in the
journals have not persisted, a nd we may
n ote that this is the case regarding
Shannon.
SHANNON'S CREEK: On the outbound
journey in September 1804, when the
explorers were a few miles south (downstream) from the " Big Bend" of the Missouri River (in present-day Gregory
County, S outh Dakota) a s tream entering the Missouri from the west was designated "Shannon's Cr [Creek] on both
Clark' s Manuscript Map' and on the engraved map that was includ ed with the
1814 Biddle/ Allen narrative or History
of the E xpedition Under the Command
of Captains Lewis and Clark. ~ There is
no mention of this waterway in the September 1804 journals (Thwaites, !:145),
nor in "Clark's Summary Statement of
Rivers, Creeks, and Most Remarkable
Places" (Thwaites, VI:59). Elliott Coues
in his 1893 expansion a nd a nnotation of
the Biddle edition, in a footnote 36, I:l 15
says: " It is Shannon or Dry R[iver] of
Ma ximillian, 1833. This looks as if it
were na med for George Shannon (see
Sept. 11th); and perhaps it was, by an
after-thought of Clark's." The loca tion
relates to where Shannon returned on
S eptember 11, 1804, to the main party
after h aving been lost for 16 days. Maximillian's nomenclature tends to indicate that during part of the year it may
have been a dry s trea m bed. Today's
Missouri River shoreline a nd tributaries
have undergone changes in this area
with the building of the Fort Randall
Dam and the form a tion of Lake Francis
Case.
SHA NNON'S RIVER: On July 25, 1806,
Shannon was in Clark's party descending t he Yellowstone River on the return
journey. Clark's journal for that date
reads : "I encamped on the Stard. Side
imedi a te ly below the entrance [of]
Shannon's River about 22 yards wide
.... "(Thw aites, V:294). This waterway
is a lso listed by Clark in his " ... Summary Statement of Rivers, Cr eeks ... "
(Thwa ites, VI :75), and is shown his

(continued on facing page)
1. The m ap produced by Clark i n 1809-1810

a nd later prepared for the engraving included
with the 1814 Biddle/ Allen edition. For additional details a bout this map, see J ackson's
Letters, Note l , pp. 564-565, and Letters 336,
337, an d 338, pp. 562-565.

2. Ni cholas Biddle engaged Samuel Lewis (no
relation to Meriwether) a n d Samuel Harrison
Philadelphia draftsmen and engravers to pro'.
cess t h e copy of Clark's Ma nuscript Map for
the 1814 edition. The cartouch e in the lower
left h and corner of the map includes th e
statement: "Copied by Samuel Lewis from the
Origi nal Drawing of Wm . Cla rk.", and beneath this the wording: "Sam!. Harrison fct."
See a lso: J ackson 's Letters, Letter 371, pp. 600601, 603 - s pecifically t he accounti ng en tries
for "March 29, 1813" and "March 5, 1814",
and Jackson's Note 1, on p. 603.
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sketch map (Thwaites, " Atlas'', VIII,
Map 51), on his Manuscript Map, and on
the map included with the Biddle/ Allen
edition. Elliott Coues, displaying his
usual geographic acumen, locates the
s tream " ... as nine miles below Pompey's Piller [Yellowston e County, Montana]. " Coues' footnote 10, III:1151,
notes that this is the place where Sergeant Pryor's small party, which included Shannon, began the descent of
the Yellowstone in the buffalo hide bull
boats after the pa rty's horses h ad been
s tolen by th e Crow Indians. Clark's
name for this waterway did not persist,
and in 1893, Coues says: "At leas t three
s treams fall into the Yellowstone from
the south between Pompey's Pillar and
Bull Mountain Station. Two of these
[three] are called Sand Creek a nd Bull
Mountain Creek. Shannon's is doubtless
the first of these, h eading about Pine
Ridge.
Additional note: A detailed study of maps will
reveal that t here is a Shannon County n ear
the southwest corner of the Sate of South Da·
kota .. In response to a letter, Mr. Dayton W.
Canaday, Director of the South Dakota Historical Research Center, Pierre, SD, wrote:
" Just received your good letter re S hannon
County and I a m enclosing a n account on the
origin of i ts name. Sorry - George [of the
Lewis & Clark Expedition] was not involved
in this one." The documentation Dayton en·
closed read s as fo llo ws: " SHANNON
COUNTY (pop. 8,198, area 964 Sq. miles,
created in 1897) . ... was na med for Peter
Shannon, chief justice of t h e s upreme comt of
Da kota Territory from 1873 to 1882. He was
born at New Alexandria, P ennsyl vania in
1821 . . .. "
It is likely that this Judge Shannon could
have been a descenden t of the Sha n nons' of
Kentucky and P ennsylvania.

Updating Periodicals
(cont'd from page 9)
through southwest Monta n a and
east-central Idaho. Merritt's verbatim quotes of descriptions and experiences from the Lewis and Clark
j ournals adds to his story about this
modern-day re-creation of the original journey that followed th e Missouri River to its m ost western
source, just a few yards below the
Continental Divide at 7373 foot
high Lemhi Pass on the MontanaIdaho state line, a century and
three-quarters earlier.
An accurate, easy to interpret map
accompanies the article and details
the route from Montana's Helena to
Three Forks, south to Dillon, across
Lemhi Pass to Idaho's Lemhi and
Salmon River valleys, north to Lost
Trail Pass and through Montana's
Bitterroot Valley to Missoula, and
back to Helena over MacDonald
Pass. Members who h ave access to
the magazine have been complimentary of Merritt's writing style,
but have voiced objection to an accompanying caricature-type illustration, presumably of the two captains, which they maintain is degrading to the two leaders. The
Foundation is appreciative of an insert in the article that describes the
Foundation and directs readers to
the organi zation 's Membership Secr etary for additional information

that has evoked some thirty inquiries and resulted in several new
memberships.

Americana m agazine enjoys a wide
circula tion (250,000)1 and is designed for genera l r eadership. Publish ed every two months by Americana Magazine, Inc., New York,
NY, the periodical appears, from an
inspection of the Publisher's P late,
to be a subscription only magazine
(no single copy or newstand price is
listed).
1. Listed in Historical Journals, A Handbooh
for Writers and Reviewers, by Da le R. Steiner,
published by ABC-Clio, Santa Ba rbara, CA,
1981.

In The Next Issue
Meriwether Lewis' s early military
car eer was interrupted in 1795,
wh en h e was the s ubject of a courtmartial. E.G. "Frenchy" Chuinard
has made this experience the subject of a monogra ph fo r the November 1982 issue of We Proceeded On,
a nd has secured from the Washington, D.C. Adjutant Gen eral 's Office,
a copy of the original hand-written
" General Orders" related to the
1795 court-martial, which will be
reproduced as part of the article. Dr.
Chuinard also strikes an interesting comparison of Lewis's 1795 affair with the court-martial of the
exploring party's Private John
Newman during the Expedition's
journey in 1804.

Each year, for the past twelve years, Oregon Foundation members Bob Lange and Irving Anderson spend a day with
the staff, and particularly the summer-time interpretive personnel, at the National Park Service's Fort Clatsop
National Memorial near Astoria, Oregon. This is usually in late May or early June just prior to beginning the
"Living History Demonstrations" for the summer season. The purpose of the session is to better equip the s taff to
answer the multitude of diversified questions about the Lewis and Clark Expedition directed to them by visitors to
the National Park facility . A fine private library, shown in the left hand illustration, located in the administration
building, provides for ready reference and finds almost continuous use by the staff. In the right hand illustration,
Irving Anderson is citing something in one of the volumes to Miss Elaine Miles who portrays the Expedition's
Indian woman, Sacagawea. This is the second summer that Miss Miles has been at Fort Clatsop. Chief Ranger Curt
Johnson is standing in the rear to Anderson's left. See also, We Proceeded On, Vol. 5, No. 3, page 1.
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WPO Publication Number 6
Title: Contributions of Philadelphia to Lewis and Clark History
By: Paul Russell Cutright
Contents: (Fifty-two pages)
Part I, Prelude (1803)
Part II, Postlude (1807-1814)
Part III, Locations in Philadelphia of Lewis and Clark Journals and Related Materials
Part IV, 1803-1814 Addresses of Philadelphians who Befriended Lewis and Clark
Illustrations
Price: $4.00 (includes postage and handling). Make checks payable to the Foundation.
Order from: WPO Publications, 5054 S .W. 26th Place, Portland, OR 97201

Cutout Models of Lewis & Clark Winter Establishments Prove Popular

Past President Bob Saindon's unique publication (a 16 page
booklet printed on heavy card stock) provides for the assembly
of three authentic miniature cutout models of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition's historic forts or winter establishments.
Assembling the models (Saindon says: "An easy project for
ages ten to adult.") will involve several hours of handicraft
construction, as well as historical instruction . The front and
back covers of the booklet contain considerable information
and quotations from the journals that relate to the buildings of
the exploring party. The cutouts have been designed from information in the journals of members of the Expedition and
the journal of a clerk of the Northwest Fur Company, who
visited Lewis and Clark at Fort Mandan during the winter of
1804-1805. The reproductions are on the scale of I / 10th inch to
1 foot. In the illustrations, shown here, the exteriors of the
assembled models have been covered, as suggested in the instructions, with round toothpicks for a more realistic appearance. Single price for the booklet is $2.50 each, postpaid, a nd
quantities of six or more , for shipment to one destination, sell
for $1.50 each, postpaid. Order from: Bob Saindon, P.O. Box
813, Helena, MT 59624.

THE FOUNDATION NEEDS THE CONTINUED INTEREST AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF LEWIS AND CLARK
ENTHUSIASTS ON A NATION-WIDE BASIS. WE HOPE, IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER, THAT
YOU WILL CONSIDER LENDING YOUR SUPPORT TO THE FOUNDATION. IF YOU REQUIRE ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION, A PROSPECTUS DESCRIBING THE FOUNDATION, TOGETHER WITH A MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION, WILL BE FORWARDED· PROMPTLY. ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO THE SECRETARY,
-16-
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