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Our New President
V. Strode Hinds, D.D.S.

The Foundation's thirteenth president, Vern e r Strode Hinds
("Strode" to his many friends and
associates), was born and raised in
Clear Lake, Iowa. His World War II
service was with the U.S. Navy,
1945-46, in the Okin awa (Japa nese
Is la nd) and Shanghai, China areas.
Strode att ended Mason City (Iowa)
Junior College, and the State University of Iowa, where he received
his degree in Dentistry and his
Master of Science in Oral Surgery.
He taught Oral Surgery at State University of Iowa from 1954 to 1958.
He married Beverly Rowland, a
graduate of the State University of
Iowa, College of Nursing, in 1953 at
Osage, Iowa. They are the parents
of three children: Mark, who resides
with his wife Ann, and two daughters, at Gra nd Island, Nebraska;
Steven and his wife Maureen live in
(continued on page 2)

Foundation ~embers Follow Expedition's Trail
During 1981"Traveling"13th Annual Meeting
The Thirteenth Annual Meeting,
the Foundation's first venture into
this kind of a "Traveling Annual
Meeting", through southwest Montana and east-centra l Idaho, was a
s uccess. Our thanks go to the superlative efforts of Montanans Bob
a nd P a t Saindon, Edrie Vinson, Vivian Paladin, H a l Stearns, and
many others. It may be several
years before the Foundation conjurs
up en ough courage to plan a nd cope
with the many logistics involved
with a three day, two nigh t meeting
tour. We can't say that this year's
meeting was without a problem or
two, but happily good fortune was
on our side. Highly touted was the
opportunity for participants to personally experience 7373 foot high
Lemhi Pass, at the very place where
the Expedition crossed the Continen tal Divide in 1805. Due to a n unfortun ate misunder standing with
our charter bus enterprise, we very
nearly didn't make it! Only outstanding cooperation from friendly
U.S. Forest Service and Dillon
Chamber of Commerce people made
the nearly one-hundred attendees'
dreams come true, a nd by noon on
August 4th, within eight days of the
date (August 12, 1805) that Captain
Lewis a nd his advance party 1 frequen ted this very place 176 years
ago, we were there!
First day travel (August 3rd) was
from Helena to Toston Dam on the
Missouri River in the "Little Gates
of the Mountains"; th en to Montana's Headwaters State Park, n ear
the community of Three Forks,
wh ere the Beaverhead-Jefferson,
Madison, and Gallatin waterways
1. Lewis was accompanied by George Drouil·
lard (Drewyer), Hugh McNeal, and John
Shields.

come together to form the Missouri
River. Following luncheon at Three
Forks, the tour followed the Jefferson River through picturesque Jefferson Canyon, a n d into the extensive Beaverhead Valley. At the community of Twin Bridges, the Jefferso n River changes its n ame to
the Beaverhead River, and the tour
followed this stream to Dillon, Montana, for the first overnight stop.2
Historian Hal Stearns' remarks to
the group at Headwaters State Park
were profound, and the visit to the
Toston Dam featured interpr etive
tal ks by Leo Berry, Director of Montana Department of Natural Resources a nd Conservation, geologist
Lynn Bryant, wildlife biologist
Larry Thompson, and archeologist
Carl Davis. The visit to the Beaverhead Museum at Dillon, t h e result
of ma ny years of effort by local people inspired by historian Elfreda
Woodside, was an interesting and
infor m ative attraction.
For this day, and the two days to
follow, interpretation was provided
by Edrie Vinson and Bob Saindon
on the buses. The excellent map and
accompan ying text prepared by
Bob Saindon and edited by Vivian
Paladin that attendees received in
their r egistration packets added to
the travelers' enjoyment. Throughout the three day excursion, refreshments were available during the frequent stops.
An early star t from Dillon on the
second day (August 4th) saw the
(continued on page 4)
2. The shameful service the tour received with
respect to processi ng our modern-day travelers' overnight stop at the Best Western Motel
facility at Dillon will go against their record
for some years to come!
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(cont'd from page 1)
L as Vegas, Nevada; a nd t h eir
daughter Lynne Hinds Zellers and
h er husband, Craig, attended the
Universi ty of South D a kota at
Vermillion . Both Steve and Lynne
are known to many Foundation
members through th eir attendance
at past Annual Meetings, a nd their
interest in the Fo undation continues.
Strode and his family have resi ded
i n Sioux City, Iowa, sin ce 1958,
wh en he entered th e private practice of Oral a nd Maxillofacial Surgery. D uring th e years that the boys
were active in the Boy Scout movement, Strode served in t he Sergeant
Floyd Area Council, B.S.A. , an d
was a member of t he " Order of the
Arrow" with his sons. He and Bev
served as leader s of a Co-Ed E xplorer Post for sever al years.
He is a member of the local, State,
a nd National components of the
American Dental Association , and
h as served as a Trustee for the Iowa
Dental Association; is a member of
th e Iowa, Midwest, a nd America n
Society of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeons, in cl uding a term as president of the Iowa Society; a nd a diploma te of t he Amer ican Board of
Ora l and Maxillofacial Surgeon s,
and is a Fellow of t he Royal Society
of Health.
St rode is a Past Chairman of the
Committee on Wildlife and Recreation of the Water Resource Congress, and is a mem ber and Past
Presiden t of the Sioux City Rotary
Club. In 1976, he was a member of
the Woodbury County Bicentennial
org a nization.
He h as served as President of th e
Lewis and Clark Historical A ssociation of Sioux City; is a member of
the First United Methodist Church;
and a member of Masonic Bodies of
Sioux City.
Strode enjoys woodworking, photography, guns, a nd Lewis and Clark
history. His interest in the Foundation began with the Third Annual
Meeting of the organization h eld at
Sioux City in 1971, through the encouragement of one of the Foundation 's founders, Ed Ruisch. He is
especially interested in t h e geogfaphy and mapping of the Lewis
a nd Clark Expedition , as well as the
exploring party's guns and tools.
The Foundation can look forward to
a active year with V. Strode Hinds
as our 1981-1982 P resident.
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President Hinds'
Message
Each time a F oundation a dministration cha nges, old problems seem
t o be n ew again. Because of this, I
encoura ge ea ch member to r eview
with the officers and members of
the board of directors these challenges. Be they critical or complimen tary, old problem s or new ideas,
let som eone know. It is easier to lose
contact than you may think.
The F oundation is taking on some
of th e a ppearances of a large family
with gra ndparents and teen a ger s.
Vexing but surmountable problems
aris e when youth mak es itself
known. We may frequently protest
changes, I think we should, but
then we need to take a s econd look
that brings understanding, a cceptance a nd continued progress to any
organization or family. It is impossible to hold a s ta tic position; we
either ad vance or fall behind. It
seems to me that to advance is the
only way. One columnis t used to
s ay: " There is n o s olution; s eek it
lovingly". Not too bad an idea for
any group.

Postmas ter General Gordon C. Morison (see page 26, this issue of We
Proceeded On). On Septem her 26th,
the Missouri His to rical Society
sponsored an all da y Symposium
related to th e Lewis a nd Clark Expedition. F ounda tion members Rochonne Abrams, Dr. Ann Rodgers,
W. Ray Wood, and G ar y E. Moulton
presented papers a t this symposium. On Sunday, September 27th,
Bev and I attended the dedication of
th e new monument at Illino is'
Lewis and Clark S tate Park at the
confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. This is the project
that has been so dear to the h eart of
Foundation Past P res ident Clarence Decker for m an y years, a nd it
is a well executed and beautiful
memorial to the Expedition. S peakers at the dedication ceremonies included Foundation member G ary E.
Moulton (see related story, this
page) a nd G. Ray Arnett, an Assista nt Secr eta ry of the Department of
the Interior. Mr. Arnett r eviewed
the history of the 1964-1969 Lewis
and Clark Trail Commission and its
evolution into our present Lewis
and Clark Trail Heritage F ounda-

tion . The on-going Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail project was
a lso reviewed, with an invitation
for the Foundation to participa te in
the study and development of the
Tr ail. Our Foundation should not
miss this opportunity. I hope that it
won 't be necessary for t hem to form
some type of an advisory group as
long as the Foundation is present,
willing, a nd able. Let us continue to
provide our input and participation
with the Na tional Park Service,
who is the a gency r esponsible for
this activity.
The big event for 1982 will be provided by Hal Billian a nd his 1982
Annual Meeting Committee for the
meeting in P hiladelphia next Augus t. The m eeting promises th e
opportunity to view L ewis a nd
Clark memorabilia and treasures
first-hand, and the added attraction
of many other historic areas.
Once again, a round of " thank
you ' s " to those who made the
Helena meeting so enj oyable.

Strode Hinds, President

One of the most interesting aspects
of F oundation meetings a re th e
great divers ities which ar e present.
No two meetings have been the
s ame - in time, pla ce, or content.
The gr eat variation s in the a ttendees al ways amazes me. Sometimes
I think t hat i t wo uld be nice to be
fa miliar with each m em her s' vocation a nd avocatio ns. Of course, that
might h a mper s ome of th e s pontaneity a nd enjoyment of our meetings a nd that would never do.
T o Pat and Bob Saindon, E drie
Vinson , and m a ny other Montanans, our thanks for a truly enjoyable and memora ble meeting: for
getting off of th e beat en pa th a nd
letting us roa m a little an d find
things for ourselves. To Irving Ander son and his fellow officers and
director s, our m a n y compliments
for a well run m eeting, an excellent
Annua l B a nquet, a nd a special
" tha nk you" fo r the "Appreciation
A ward" idea. To J im Ronda, an
extra expression of g ratitude for his
banquet addr ess . Hi s subje ct
open ed yet a n oth er fascinating
vista from which to view a n d study
th e E xpedition.
Bev and I look forward to a ver y inter esting year. This h as a lready
begun with a visit to St. Louis for
the first day s a le of the new Lewis
and Clark commem orative postal
car d on September 23rd. The cer emonies were at the Missouri Historical Society with several pr esen tation s being m a de by Assistant
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The n ew Lewis and Clark Expedition Memorial at Lewis and Clark S tate Park, near Hanford and
Wood R iver, I llinois. overlool<ing t he confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers, was near
enough to completion for special dedicato ry ceremonies 011 September 27, 1981. The eleven three·
sided con crete pylons (a pylon for each of the eleven Trail States traversed by the Exp edition) are
arranged in a circle a round a m assive seven foot high boulder. Each of the pylons contains a
legend recounting activities of the exploring party in that Trail State. The large boulder wit h a
bronze placque formerly resided at the park and described the place as t he site of the Expedition's
1803-1804 winter establishment and starting point fo r the 1804-1806 explora tion to t he Pacific
Ocean and return. Th e right hand illustration shows the huge boulder being lowered into place,
while Clarence H. Decker (left) looks on. Decker is a past president of the Foundation an d also has
serued as treasurer for t he organizatio11 since 1973. He is also the president of the Lewis and Clark
Society of America (a local h istorical organization that has urged that th e s tate park be deueloped
an d that a fitting memorial be erected in t he park to honor t he Lewis a11d Clark Expedition).
Mr. G. R ay A rnett, A ssista11t Secretary, United States Departm ent of the Interior spoke brief ly at
the ceremony about the deuelop ment of the Lewis and Clark Trail and i11dicated tha t the Natio11al
Park Service (an agency of the Department) h as the responsibility of deueloping the Trail by
working closely wit h t he Lewis a11d Clark Trail H eritage Foundation and other organizations, ill
the eleven Trail States, committed to the Trait's development. A rnett acknowledged th e many
years of ti reless effort given the project by Clarence Decker and his group, together with support
and interest of St ate Senator Sam Vadala bene of nearby Ed wardsville.
Foundation Director Gary E. Moulton, Lincoln, Nebrask a, i11 his remarks prepared for the dedica·
tion said: " We stand today 0 11 historic ground. We dedicate and celebrate more than a particular
piece of earth - we honor an impulse and a11 euent. It was the impulse of westward expansion t hat
determined t he euent - the st art of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. We dedicate here t he area of
the exploring party's first winter encampment in 1803-180 4 ... Camp Dubois can fittingly be
called the proving-ground of t he Lewis and Clark Expedition and is truly worthy of the memorial
we dedicate today." Dr. Moulton is the editor for a new edition of T he Journa ls of the Lewis and
Cla rk Expedition being prepared for publication by t he Uniuersit y of Nebraska Press (see WPO,
Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 17; Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 9-10; Vo l. 6, No. 4, pp. J4.16).
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Annual Meeting
(cont'd from page 1)
tour on the way to the site of the
Expedition's "Camp Fortunate",
now the site of present-day Clark
Canyon Dam and Reservoir. Proceding westward on an unpaved
roadway along Lost Prairie Creek
(the Expedition's "West Fork of the
Jefferson River) we arrived at the
junction in the road where the tour
transferred from the charter buses
to smaller school buses arranged for
by personnel at the Salmon National Forest offices at Salmon and
Leadore, Idaho. It was these buses
that took the tour up the final eastern slopes of the Bitterroot Range
and the Continental Divide for a
stop at the tiny rivulet, on a sidehill, that is the most western source
of the Missouri River. Only another
few hundred yards of travel took
our modern-day travelers to the
summit of Lemhi Pass, and then
having crossed the Divide, the travel was north and west over 18 miles
of dusty, graveled road to the Lemhi
Valley and paved Highway 28, a
few miles north of Tendoy, Idaho.
Before descending to the valley
from the high country, a stop was
made at the histo rical marker
that denotes the spot where Lewis
and his advance party first encountered the Shoshoni Indians a nd unfurled the United States Flag west
of the Continental Divide on August 13, 1805. 3 Traveling again in
our charter buses (that had detoured from Lemhi Pass and
crossed the Divide, to the south, at
Bannock Pass), the tour traveled
north through the Lemhi Valley via
Baker, Salmon, Carmen, and North
Fork. The Expedition 's "Fi sh
Creek" is today's North Fork of the
Salmon River, and the highway follows this waterway north through
Gibbonsville and climbs, as did the
Expedition in 1805, to the summit of
Lost Trail Pass and the Idaho-Montana stateline. Descending into the
southern end of the Bitterroot Valley, a stop was made near the community of Sula, Montana, at Ross's
Hole, the beautiful valley where
Lewis and Clark were able to obtain
additional horses from the friendly
Ootlashoot (Flathead) Indians.
Tour participants were able to have
a view of the valley known as
Ross's Hole from the porch of an
abandoned farm house. From this
same structure, in 1911, Montana
artist Charles M. Russell sketched
the background mountains for his
3. See Past President Bob Saindon's mono·
graph related to the Expedition's flags, pages
22·26, this issue of We Proceeded On. Regarding the historical marker referred to in this
text, see, WPO, Vol. 2, No. 1, p. 12; Vol. 2, No.
3 , p. 11.

famous mural " Lewis and Clark
Meeting the Flathead Indians at
Ross's Hole", which adorns the wall
to the rear of the Speaker's Desk in
the Montana House of Representatives in the capitol building, Helena.4 Traveling north through the
Bitterroot Valley, a replica of the
Jefferson Peace Medal was affixed,
during a brief stop, to the "Medicine
Tree", an old growth Ponderosa
Pine that is the subject of Indian
folklore. The Expedition' s journals
refer to the river flowing north ward
through the valley as "Clark's River". This name, however, did not
persist and from early settlers it
gained the name Bitterroot River,
flowing through the valley of the
same name to where it joins the
present-day Clark Fork River at
Missoula, Montana. Late in the afternoon the tour arrived at Hamilton , Montana, for a second overnight stop.s A delightful evening
meal was served participants a t the
l ocal Eagles Lodge, arranged for by
Foundation members John and
Clara Hamilton, who reside in Hamilton.
As the group was getting ready to
board our char ter buses on the third
day (August 5th), Foundation Director William Sherman, Portland,
Oregon, 0 was heard to remark to his
fellow t ravelers: "Isn't this Bitterroot Valley morning air pure ambrosia" . It was a fine "Big Sky
Country" morning, and before we
departed from Hamilton, the buses
proceeded to the local Ravalli County Museum where participants were
intrigued by the extensive collections relating to the early history of
Ravalli County and the Bitterroot
Valley. Several of the exhibits are
pertinent to the Lewis and C lark
Expedition. One Foundation traveler remarked that the people in Montana never destroyed or threw away
anything - this, after the visits to
the museums at Dillon and Hamilton. Departing Hamilton, the tour
proceeded north on U.S. Highway
93 to where Lalo Creek, flowing eastward from the mountains and Lolo
Pass joins the Bitterroot River.
Here, near the present community
of Lolo, the exploring party established their "Traveler's Rest" campsite, which they occupied for several

days in September 1805 on the outbound journey, and, again, in late
J une and early July, 1806 on their
return. Mid-morning refreshmentbreak took place while participants
read the legend on the historical
marker concerning "Traveler' s
Rest". Traveling on for eleven miles
to Missoula, Montana, the next stop
was at the Missoula County Courthouse for the opportunity to view
the Edgar S. Paxson murals. Two of
this Montana artist's eight murals
in the stairway-vestib ule at the
south entrance to the courthouse,
portray incide nts related to the
Lewis and Clark Expedition in the
Missoula and Lola areas (see reference to WPO, Publication No. 5,
page 10, this issue of We Proceeded
On). Traveling across town from
the courthouse to Missoula' s fine
Red Lion Motor Inn, tour members
enjoyed a luncheon in one of this
hostelry' s dining rooms reserved for
the group. Departing Missoula, following luncheon, the charter buses
traveled south and east on U .S.
Highway 90 along the Clark Fork
River to Garrison, and, then, a long
Montana Highway 12, via the community of Avon and Elliston, and
over 6330 foot high McDonald Pass
on the Continental Divide, befo1·e
descending into the Missouri River
Valley at Helena, and the completion of the 13th Annual Meeting
Tour.
In three fun-filled, educational, and
adventuresome days the tour h ad traversed nearly 500 miles, of wh ich
about 380 miles closely followed the
route of the Expedition from the
"Gates of the Mountains" to the
Expedition's "Traveler's Rest". We
had crossed the Continental Divide
(Montana-Idaho Stateline) at 7373'
Lemhi Pass; 6995' Lost Trail Pass
(Idaho-Montana Stateline); and the
Co_n tinental Divide at 6330' McDonald Pass. For devoted Lewis and
Clark enthusiasts, these three days
were a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

1982 Annual Meeting
To Be In Philadelphia

6. Bill Sherman's remarks were justified. Now
residing in Portland, Bill grew up in Montana,
and he is regularly referred to as Montana's
out-of-state "Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce". You will never stump him in a
conversation concerning the geography of his
favorite state.

Foundation Director Hal Billian,
Paoli, PA, extended the invitation
for the Fourteenth Annual Meeting
to Foundation members and guests
assembled for the Thirteenth Annual Banquet at Helena, Montana,
A ugust 5, 1981. The meeting will be
held in Philadelphia in August
1982. Hal cited the membership
survey (questionnaire) conducted in
the spring of 1981 seeking support
and comment with regard to a meeting in the Philadelphia area and at
other Lewis and Clark and related
(continued on page 20)
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4. For additional information concerning
Russell's mural see WPO, Vol. 4, No. 2, p. 7.
5. The processing of tour participants for the
overnight stay in several Hamilton motels
was well organized and excellent.

1'rauelers on th e Foundation's Thi rteenth A nnual Me eting 'l'uur g ath ered fo r this group photograph a t Montana's Headwaters
Sta te Park near th e community of Three Forks . Montana .

Ph otograph by Roy Cra ft

Attendees (Members & Guests) 13th Annual Meeting
CALIFORNIA (19)
Don Fra nklin, S a nta Ana
Mrs. Don lRolleen) Franklin, Saina Ana
Ma tthew Franklin , Santa Ana
Virginia Ha mmerness, San J ose
Wilbur Hoffma n, Yuba Ci ty
Mrs. Wilbur <Ruth) Hoffman, Yuba City
Ji m Kelsey, Hawthorne
Maren Kelsey, Hawthorne
Baldwin Lamson, Mora ga
Mrs . Baldwin (Ormie) Lamson, Moraga
Marie MacDona ld, Lompoc
V.J. Moran, Atherton
Ralph Pruett, Fresno
Mrs. Ralph (Lorna) Pruett, Fresno
Mrs. V.J . (J eanette) Ta ranik, La Ha bra
J ohn Wilhelm, Sacra mento
Mrs. John (Mary An n) Wilhelm, Sacramento
Gwen Williams, Mission Viejo

(Montana continued)

(Washington State cont'd)

Spencer Smith. Gla sgow
Irene S mith, Glasgow
Nikolas D. Ta rnnik. Helena
Nikolas J . Tara nik. Helena
Edrie Lee Vinson. Clan cy
Wilbur P. Werner. C ut Ba nk

Mrs. J{oy (Gracie) Craft, Stevenson
Mitchell IJoumit, Cat hla met
Edward Flick, Seattle
Mrs. Edwa rd (Irene) Flick, Sea ttle
Viola Fon est. Walla Wa lla
Archi e M. Graber. Seattle
Clifford lmsland, S eattle

NEBRASKA (3)
Mildred Goosmun. Oma ha
Garv E. Moulton, Li ncoln
A.T : Sa muelson , Omaha

NEW JERSEY (1)
NEW YORK (1)
George Richards, Cha dwick

NORTH DAKOTA (6)

Purnee McCourt, Den ver

Eldred Codling, Bismarck
Ida Lee. Bisma rck
J .P. Robinson, Garrison
Mrs. J.P. Robinson, Garrison
Sheila Robinson, Coleha rbor
A. F. Shipley, Bisma rck

Cla rence H. Decker, East Alton
Mrs. C.H. (Judi ) Decker, East Alton
Charles C. Patton. Springfield

INDIANA (3)

OHIO (2)

Fran k McDona ld, New Castle
Mrs. Frank (Robbie) McDon a ld, New Castle
L.C. Dobbins, Seymour

J ean Cambridge, Strongsville
J ames P. Runda, Youngstown

IOWA (2)

Irving W. Anderson, .Portland
Ma lcolm Buffum, Portla nd
Mrs. Malcolm (Dee) Buffum, P ortland
Da n Burroughs, Portland
E. G. C huinard, Tigard
M1·s. E. G. (Fri tzi) Chuinard, Tiga rd
Ha rold L. Cron k, Gra n ts Pass
H oward Hopkins, Milwaukie
Mrs. Howard (Margaret) Hopkins, Milwa ukie
C ur t J ohnson , Ft. Cla tsop/ Astoria
Robert E. Lange, Portla nd
Marilyn Monroe, Portla nd
Carl Peterson , Ma d ras
Erna Rose, Portla nd
Wi lliam P. Sherma n , Portland
Mrs. Wm. P. (Ma rian) Sherman, Portla nd
Dona ld Shores, Portland
Mrs. Donald (Elaine) Shores, Portland
Will Townes, P ortland
Mrs. Will (Helen) Townes, Portland

V. Strode Hinds, Sioux City
Mrs. V.S. (Bev) Hin ds, Sioux City

MISSOURI (2)
Henry W. Ha milton, Marsha ll
Mrs. H.W. (J ean ) Hamilton, Ma rsha l

MINNESOTA (6)
Jea n Galush a , Excelsior
Gerald Holcomb, Rochester
Mrs. Gera ld (Susan ) Holcomb, Rochester
Edwin Wa ng, Edina
Mrs. Edwin (Astrid) Wang, Edina
Kirs tin Wa ng, Edina

MONTANA (16)
Myrtle Burke, Glasgow
Robert Burns, Great Falls
Mrs. Robt. (Ruth) Burns, Great Fa lls
Helen Hetrick, Glasgow
Chari Nelson, Cut Ba nk
Mrs. Don (Dia na) Pennell, Lewistown
Toni Rossell, 13illings
Bob Saindon , Helen a
Michelle Saindon , Helena
Bob Singer, Fort Benton
Mrs. Bob (Idella) Si nger, Fort Benton
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Arlen J . Large, Washingto n
Robert I~ Tay lor, Washi ngton

Ji m Merritt, Penningtun

COLORADO (1)
ILLINOIS (3)

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (2)

OREGON (20)

PENNSYLVANIA (2)
Harold Billian, Villa nova
Mrs . Harold (J ane) Billian, Villanova

STATE OF WASHINGTON (9)
Hazel Bain, Long view
Roy Craft, Stevenson
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SPECIAL BANQUET
GUESTS (26)
*J ohn C. Austin . Hamilton , MT
Mrs. J ohn (Clara) Austin
Leo Berry , Helena, MT
*Dick Duffy, Helena, MT
Mrs. Dick (Mary An n) Duffy
Floyd Finnegan, Helena, MT
Mrs. Floyd (Frankie) Finnegan
*Richa rd Kreig, S kama nia . WA
*Will ia m L. La ng, Helena , MT
Mrs. Wm. (Sue) Lan g
*Edna MacGilvra , Butte, MT
*Robert Morgan, Helena, MT
Mrs. Robt. (Gen ) Morgan
*Vivia n Paladin, Helena , MT
Patricia Saindon, Helena, MT
Governor Ted Schwinden, Helena, MT
*Ha rold G. Stearns, Helena, MT
Mrs. Ha rold (Jea n) S tearns
Tim Stea rns, Helena , MT
V. J a mes Tara nik, La Habra, CA
Ha rry Thude, Helena, MT
Mrs. Ha rry (Elenore) Thode
*Rubert J . Tubbs, Helena, MT
Mrs. Robt. (Florence) Tubbs
*Marcus J . Ware, Lewiston, ID
Mrs. Ma rcus (Helen ) Ware
• Indicates Foundation member

People Pictures Taken During The 13th Annual Meeting &
"Traveling Meeting Tour"
Photographs by "French y" C h uinnrd
Photographs h y Roy Craft

Governor Ted Schwinden

Pat and helper Michelle Saindon

Marian and Bill Sherman

President V. Strode Hinds

____.
Harold "Hal" Steams

Archie Graber and B ob Lange
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People Pictures Taken During The 13th Annual Meeting &
Photographs h.v .. French_,... Chuinard
"Traveling Meeting Tour"
Photographs by Roy Crnf't

Edrie Lee Vinson

Wilbur Werner & Foundation's Bronze

Strode Hinds and Irving Anderson

Carl Peterson

Marilyn Mon roe

Wilbur P. Werner

Bill Sherman and Hal Billian
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1981-1982 Foundation Officers and Executive Committee pose for photograph following the Annual Banquet. (Left to right) Secretary Edrie Lee Vinson, 2nd Vice President Arlen J. Large, President V. Strode Hinds, 1st Vice President Hazel Bain, and
Treasurer Clarence H. Decker stands next to retiring President I rving W. A nderson.
Seated at a banquet table in the fo reground are Hal Stearns and Mrs. Strode (Beu)
Hinds.
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Photograph by Irving Anderson

Photograph by Pritzi Chuinarcl

I

Photograph by Fritzi Chuinarcl

Photograph by Fritzi C h uinarcl

(Upper left) Scenic Gates of th e Mountai ns a few miles north of Helena, Montana. A Sunday afternoon Miss ouri Ri ver boat trip. (Upper right) Ross' Hole at
the south end of the Bitterroot Valley
near Sula, Montana, where the Expedition obtained horses from the Ootla·
shoot (Flathead) Indians in September
1805. (Center left) Descendants (three
generations) of the Expedition's Sergeant Patrich Gass. (Left to right) Niholas J. Taranik, great, great, great grandson; Jeanette D. Taranik, great granddaughter; Nikolas D. Taranik, great,
great grandson. (Center right) Past Presidents Wilbur Werner (left) and "Frenchy" Chuinard with Elfreda Woodside,
recipient of the Foundation 's Appreciation Award at Dillon, Montana.

P hotograph by F ritzi C h uin arcl

Enthusiastic family interested in Lewis and Clark from Santa Ana, California. (Left
to right) Mrs. Don (Rolleen) Franklin, son, Matthew, and Don Franklin. The Frank·
lins attended the Foundation's Annual Meeting for the first time.
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Christmas presents? How about a n
a nnual mem bership in th e Foundat ion which includes li subsc ription
to t he fou r -q uarterly issues of We
Proceeded On . Membership application$ should be directed t o t h e
Membership Secretary.
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For his many years uf effort. and "For Outstanding Contributions in Bringing to this Nation a Greater Awareness and
Appreciation of the Lewis and Clark Expedition", Past Presi·
dent Bob Saindon u•as the recipient of the Foundation's
Award of Meritorious Ach ievement. (left to right) 1980-1981
President Irving W. Anderson, Bob Saindon, and 1975-1976
Past President Wilbur P. Werner. Fellow Montanan Werner
made th e presentation remarks.

• ....i....

The Honorable Ted Schwinden, Governor of Montana. told the
banquet gathering about his study of western history with
Professor Ernest S. Osgood a t the University of Minnesota.
Like most Montanans, Governor Schwinden has a keen inter·
est and grasp of his state's history and especially the saga of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition 's more than 4000 mile travel
and ouer six month 's time spent in the "Big Slly Country".

Photographs by Roy C raft

Prior to adjourning the Annual Banquet, 1981-1982 President
V. Strode Hinds was presented the President's Gauel and Flag
by retiring President I rving W. Anderson. The President's
Flag. a fifteen star, fifteen bar flag was a gift to the Foundation in 1974 by Josephine Loue. Astoria, Oregon.

Fo undation Director Mildred Goosman, Omaha, Nebraslw.
was th e recipient of a Foundation Appreciation Award, for her
organization of the very successful Twelfth Annual Meeting
held in Omaha and Sioux City in August 1980. Mildred alsv
represented the lnterNorth Corporation. and carried bach tu
their corporate offices in Omaha. a similar award presented to
them for th eir support and participation in last year's meet·
ing.

The Beaverhead Museum at Dillon, Montana , was the final
stop on the first day of this year's Annual Meeting Tour. Filled
with artifacts and memorabilia representative of this historyrich area of the "Treasure State", tour participants enjoyed
the many fine exhibits in the attractive log structure. Local
museum members served refreshments.

Gracie and Roy Craft, Skamania, Washington, pose for pho·
tographer 7,339 feet above sea leuel at Lemhi Pass and the
historical marker at the Montana-Idaho stateline.
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Harold "Hal " Stearns, Longtime Montana newspaperman. historian. and presen//y
Heritage Aide to Montana Governor Ted Schwi nden, addressed tour participants at
Montana 's Headwaters State Park, where the Jefferson. Madison. and Gallatin Riv·
ers. join to form the Missouri River. Stearns serued as Director for the Montan a
Bicentennial Committee in 1976.

Dr.
Ronda. speaher for this
year's An11ual Ba11quet. spoke enthusi·
asticallv to Foundation members and
guests ·about the ethnohistory of the
Lewis and Clari? Expedition. Dr. Ronda ·s
paper is transcribed in this issue of We
Proceeded On. See pages 12-17.

Ph otographs by Roy Cra ft

William L. Lang, Helena, Montana, and
edi tor of Monta na , The Magazine of
Western Hi story was Master of Ceremonies fo r the Foundation 's Thirteenth
Annual Banquet.

.
.....

~

Participants in the Foundation 's 13th Annual Meeting Tour left buses and walhed
down trail to the little spring and rivulet, the most western tributary source of the
Missouri River. Only a few hundred yards up the gravel road the tour reached Lemhi
Pass a nd the Continental Divide.

WPO, Publication Number 5, a Supplementary P ublication, titled
"Visit to the Missoula County Co urthouse - The Edgar Samuel
Paxson Murals", was prepared especiall y for Foundation members'
visit to the Courthouse in Missoula, Montana, during the Foundation's
Thirteenth Annual Meeting Tour, August 1981.
Two of the eight P axson murals in the stairway-vestibule at the
courthouse portray incidents related to the Lewis and Clark Expedition (all eig ht of the mura ls record historical events in the
Missoula a nd Bitterroot Valley r egion). The s upplementary publication describes th e two Lewis and Clark murals and provides biographical materia l about Paxson, who was one of Ch arles M. Russell's
contemporaries.
Compiled by We Proceeded On Editor, Robert E. Lange, the eight page
publication was a gratuity for attendees at the thirteenth Annual
Meeting. Additional copies a re availa ble for .75¢, postpaid, from WE
PROCEEDED ON, 5054 S.W. 26th Place, Portland, OR 97201. (In lieu
of a check, you may send .75<1! in postage stamps.)

Saindon and Murphy
Receive Foundation's
"Achievement A ward"
At the 13th Annual Banquet, Bob
Saindon (Helena, Montana) and
Dan Murphy (Santa Fe, New Mexico) were recipien ts of the Foundation 's highest award. The Foundation Bylaws suggest that not more
than two Meritorious Achievement
awards be presented annually to
individua ls or or ga nizations. The
award recognizes recipients " F or
Outstanding Contributions In
Bringing to this Nation A Greater
Awareness and Appreciation of th e
Lewis and Clark E xpedition".
Past President Wilbur Werner made

-10-
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the presentation of the award to fellow Montanan Bob Saindon. Werner re~iewed, in his brief remarks,
Saindon's many talents as a meticulous researcher, writer, photographer, artist, and speaker, and
n oted that while Bob is an educator
by profession, his abilities and interests are seemingly unlimited. He
specifically mentioned his part in
organizing the Valley County Lewis and Clark Trail Society (Glas gow, Montana), an entity of the national Foundation, and his editing
of th at organization's quarterly
publication A Sq uawl of Wind; his
artistic skill in the creation of two
dioramas for the Valley County Pioneer Museum; his literary contribution s that have appeared in Montana, the Magazine of Western History (the prestigious publication of
the Monana Historical Society), We
Proceeded On, and other periodicals; his artistry which provided the
illustrations for a series of philatelic
commemorative cachets (en velopes)
issued on pertinent dates a t various
locations along the exploring party's route, during 1979, 1980, and
1981, commemorating the l 75th
anniversary of the Lewis a nd Clark
Expedition; and most recently, his
interpr etive efforts (35mm slides
and m ap) provided for participants
who traveled the 13th Annual Meeting Tour.
Saindon served the Foundation as
its eleventh president, 1 a nd is a n
adopted member of an Indian family.2 In concluding his remarks Wilbur Werner stated, " He is loved by
his family and his friends, his modesty is refreshing, he is a young
man wi th a great future. Truly, he
h as distinguished himself For Outstanding Contributions in Bringing
to This Nation a Greater Awareness
and Appreciation of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition."
It was unfortunate that h is many
duties with the National Park Service prevented Foundation Director
Dan Murphy's attendence at this
year's Annual Meeting and Banquet. In presenting th e award to
Dan Murphy, Past President Clarence Decker spoke of Dan's great interest in history and in the National
Park Service's program to interpret
history for the many visitors to the
nation's National Parks. Dan is a
historical writer for the Park Service, and is presently assigned to
the Service's Sou th west Region
where he is developing publications
concerning facilities in that region
1. See WPO, Vol. 5, No. 4, pp. 3-4.

2. See WPO, Vol. 6, No. 3, p. 5.
3. See WPO, Vol. 5, No. 3, p. 4; Vol. 5, No. 4,
pp. 12-13; Vol. 6, No. 2, p. 12; Vol. 6, No. 3, p.
10.
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and assisting with interpretive programs .:1 Prior to this assignment he
participated in the development of
the NPS Museum of Westward Expansion, J efferson National Expan·
sion Memorial, in St. Louis, where
h e served as the Museum's first supervisor.
In 1979, at the Foundation's Eleventh Annual Meeting at Glasgow,
Montana, the Foundation honored
photographer David Muench with
the Meritorious Achivement Award
for his spectacular color murals
th at adorn the 16 foot high, 600 foot
circular perimeter wall of the St.
Louis museum: 1 At a later date
these same photographs, together
with a most perceptive and imaginative text written by Dan Murphy,
were published in an attractive 64
page edition .5 Lewis an d Clark afficionados are familiar with Dan's
superl ative text. Better still is the
impact this publication h as had toward creating " ... a n Awareness
and Appreciation of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition", with th e public.
Modestly priced, the publication
has found distribution with booksellers across the country. Clar ence
Decker quoted from a recent letter
from the publisher that reported
that " . .. the Lewis and Clark book
has sold about 65,000 copies to date,
which means a lot of people have
been provided with information
about the Lewis and Clark Expedition."
For his man y contributions related
to the Lewis and Clark Expedition
and the history of our nation's
westward expansion, and especially
for his fine text in the publication
referred to above, th e Foundation
conferred upon Dan Murphy its
highest award.
4. See WPO, Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 5.

5. Titled Lewis and C/ar/1: Voyage of Discoi•·
ery. published by K.C. Publications, Las Ve·
gas, Nevada, 1977.

Saindon's Map Prepared
To Interpret Annual
Meeting Tour Available
Additional copies of Past President
Bob Saindon's map with interpretive text prepared for participants
on the Thirteenth Annual Meeting
Tour are available. The map keyed
to an extensive text shows the Expedition's approximate 400 mile
route from Montana's Gates of the
Mountains, through the Bitterroot
Mountains and Lemhi Valley i n
east-central Idaho, to the exploring
party's "Traveler's Rest" campsite
in the Bi tterroot Vall ey, eleven
miles south of present-day Missoula, Montana . The Expedition's
-11-

campsites and the nomenclature
given to rivers a nd creeks in 1805,
together with appropriate legends
indicating today's highway a nd
r oad designations, cities and towns,
a nd points of interest are features of
the map. A "T able of River and
Creek Name Ch anges" provides
present-day names refer enced to
expedition nomenclature.
The 35 inch by 18 inch map printed
on h eavy paper is availa ble (postpaid) folded for $1.50 each, a nd unfolded (in mailing tube) for $2.25
each . Direct your order and make
ch ec ks payable to: 13th Annual
Meeting Committee, P.O. Box 813,
Helena, MT 59601.

U.S. Engineer's Dredge
Meriwether Lewis Now
Nebraska River Museum
(Reported by
Foundation Director M. Goosma n)

Brownville, Nebraska - A monument to the Missouri River's contribution to both history and the future of the Midlands was dedicated
June 7, 1981 with pomp and ceremony.
Celebrated was the transformation
of a football field-sized Army Corps
of Engineers dredge, the Captain
Meriwether Lewis, into the home of
the Museum of Missouri River History in its final berth in drydock.
The dedication of th e Dredge Lewis
as a museum, was a dream come
true for Captain L. Raymond "Cap"
Holland a nd other Missouri River
enthusiasts gathered for the event,
who had served aboard the vessel.
Holland served for 10 of his 36 years
on the river as m ate, pilot, and captain a nd now comm ands the Meriwether Lewis in its retirement as
museum curator. Th e new river history facility is a tribute to the joint
efforts of the Nebraska State Historical Society, the Brownville Historical Society, and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, who salvaged th e dredge to
make it one of Nebraska's largest
tourist attractions. Marvin Kivett,
Nebraska State Historical Society
Director, noted that much h as been
accomplished, but much m ore must
be done to make the Meriwether
Lewis one of the fi nest m useum s of
river lore in the n ation. Th e Society's Historical Newsletter for July,
when commenting about the new
m useum, reports th at nearly 5000
persons visited Brownville and the
new river museum during t h e
month of June 1981.

Edito r's note: Dr. Ronda's dyna m ic presentati on of h is banquet address at the Foundation's 13th Annual Meeting, A ugust 5, 1981,
made for rapt attention of members and g uests. As has been the practice in the past, We Proceeded On is pleased to present th e
principa l banquet a dd ress as a feature in the November issue of our publication. Dr. Ronda's subject, one that has been somewhat
neglected un til his g reat interest has manifested itself, m akes for keen anticipa tion for the forthcoming publicati on of his full length book related to the ethnohis tory of th e explorin g party.
Following college in Mich igan, Dr. Ronda's graduate studies iR early America n history were at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln. He is presently with the Depa rtment of History, Youngstown S tate University, Youngstown , Oh io. In addition to his teaching
duties, Jim has fo und time, since 1968, to a uthor three fu ll-length books, and h as the volume referred to a bove, together wit h
anot her book in preparatio n for publication . H e h as written some s ixteen scholarly papers and essays, t welve book reviews, a nd
presen ted eigh teen lectures on his chosen subject. Dr. Ronda recentl y provided We Proceeded On (Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 12-13) with a
little piece titled "Fra zer's Razor: The Ethnohistory of a Common Object". T he editor is certain that reading the ba n quet address,
transcri bed below, will be an elucidating experience, and wishes that readers could a lso have en joyed Dr. Ronda 's presen tation of
t his subj ect fro m th e banquet lectern. (For additional biogra phical m aterial about Dr. Ronda, see We Proceeded On, Vol. 7, No. 2,
page 1.)

"The Names o f the Nations": Le wis and Clark as Ethnographers
By J a mes P. Ronda
" You will therefore endeavor to make yourself acquainted, as far as a diligent pursuit of your jo urney shall
admit, with the names of the nations & their numbers. "
Thomas Jefferson ("Instructions to Lewis"), J une 20, 1803
"I took a Vocabulary of the S1wux L anguage, and the A nswer to a fiew quaries such as refured to their
Situation, Trade, Number, War, &c. &c."
William Clark, August 31. 1804
At a recent conference in Canada I
presented a paper on the Lewis a nd
Clark con fro nta tion wi th the Brule
Teton Sioux at the mouth of the Bad
River. At th e end of the session one
of my Canadian frie nds said politely but a b it sar castically, "wh at's
a ll th e fuss a bout Lewis and Clark?
After a ll , Alexander Macken zie di d
it firs t in 1793!" Of course my friend
up North was right. Macken zie was
the first E uropean to make a land
passage of the northern part of the
continent and publication of his
book prodded President Thomas Jefferson into organizing a n American
expedition to the - Pacific. But beyond that n arrow point, m y Can adian colleague was quite mistaken.
When th e great Mackenzie ventured
fro m Fort Chipewyan on Lake Ath abasca d own th e Peace River to the
Parsnip a nd on to the Bella Coola
and salt water, he was s imply a
Nor th West Compan y agent looking
for new business opportunities. He
wore but on e h at. When the Captain s s truggled up the Missouri and
acr oss those trem endous mountains
to the sea, they wor e m an y hats.
T h ey were explorers, soldiers, diplomat s, cartographers, n at uralists,
an d ad vance agents of American
enterpr ise. T hey were something
else as well, something m a ny histories fail to mention . Lewis a nd
Clark were capable eth nogr a phers
endeavoring to gather and record
inform a tion about the Native American peoples of the West and P acific
Nor th west. 1 Lewis a nd Clark k new
1. Verne F. Ray and Nancy 0. Lurie, "The

Contributions of Lewis a nd Clark to Ethnography," Journal of the Washington Academy
of Sciences, 44 (1954), 358-370.

wh at we so often forget - th a t western A merica was no empty contin ent but a crowded wilderness.
Thom as J efferson's passion to explore the West included a powerful
desire to know the nati ve peoples
a nd cultures of th e region. If the
Captains were called upon to fi nd
th e Passage to India, they wer e
equa lly commanded to r ecord "the
n a mes of the n a tions" ·a long the
way. ~

To appreciate the expedition 's eth nogr aphic contributions we must
under s tand th e difference between
ethn ogr a phers a nd ethn ologists.
Disguised as travellers, trader s, missionaries, a nd explorers, ethnogra phers h ave been around a long time.
Th ese people often did their work
wi th out realizing th ey wer e en gaged in ethnographic s tudy. They
simply r ecord ed their impressions
of th e s tra nge societies a nd exotic
cultures they en countered. Th ey decri bed Indian life on a par t-time ba sis , con sideri ng s uch acti vity in ciden ta ! to their pri mary tasks. J esuit
missionar ies in Canada studied In di a n ways in order to save lost
souls; David Thompson noted native exch ange system s to facilitate
futu re tr ade opera tions. Lewis a nd
Clar k were also pa rt-ti me participant obser vers of Native American
life. As such they belonged to a long
and honorable tradition in North
America tha t includes Father Paul
Le Jeune, James Adair, Nicolas
Perrot , a nd the Captains' contem2. Th omas Jefferson , "Instructions to Lewis,
20 J une 1803," in Donald D. Jackson, ed., Let·
ters of the Lewis a11d Clark Expedition with
Related Documents 1783-1854, 2nd edn. (Urb ana, 1978), 62.
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poraries Alexander Henry the Younger a nd Zebulon Pike. E verything
these men noted a bout India n s clothing, houses, village locations,
la n guages, custom s, and econ omy
- they recorded in the service of
business enterprise, government policy, or religious zeal. They made no
pret en se at being scientific observer s. This does n ot diminish the a ccomplis hments of the early ethnograph ers or lessen th e value of their
work, but it does remind us of the
limitations of th eir accounts. As arr esti ng as they are, they are imperfect, incom plete pieces of historical
evidence. What Lewis a nd Clark did
not do - a nd we oug ht no t expect
them to h ave don e - was to paint a
unified, coherent portrait of a n y Indian culture. They simply did not
think in those terms. Wh at they d id
do was to leave us priceless m aps
a nd jo urn a ls th a t co m prise th e
pieces of an intricate puzzle. Here is
a bit of th e puzzle informin g us
wh en to h ar vest and how to cook
U p per Missouri corn; h ere is a piece
of a Manda n cr eation story recorded i n 1804 a nd still told as late as
1929; a nd h ere is yet a nother puzzle
part, this on e r eveali ng Indian beh avior at funer a ls. And the list of
bits and pieces could go on a nd on
- wh at India n s did with th eir
h or ses at night, h ow adoption ma de
i t possible fo r enemies to trade in
peace, a nd wh en to consult the
sacr ed m edicine s tone. {!'here is
even a deta iled descriptioff of the
complex Arikara bead m a king process. :1 But in all of this we must lo3. Ma rth a W. Beckwith, Mand an· Hidats a
My ths and Ceremonies (New York, 1937), 18;
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cate, ide ntify, sor t, and ar range
those pieces oursel ves, full well
knowing that some important ones
may turn up missing. As we anal yze th e in formation Lewis and
Clark collected, we assemble a most
ch a llenging puzzle.
Lewis , C l ark, Ord way, and the
oth er expedition journalists were
ethnographers. Modern-day ethnologists are a very different breed of
cat. Ethnol ogists are scientists wh o
study many cultures with a n eye
towar d s developing co n cepts of
human social development and beh avior applicable to m any diverse
peoples. Eth nologists are full-time
specialists committed to accurate
impartial observation. 4 Lewis a nd
Clark would have understood the
modern d esire for accuracy but not
t h e idea of impartiality. Only rarely
did they assume a n air of cool detachment and scientific objectivity
in their d ealings with n a tive peoples. Disinterested observation was
the furth est thing from thei r minds.
Because th e Capta ins were confident of their own cultural superiority, they never doubted t h e wisdom
of judging Indians by white standard s. For Lewis and Clark 1 every
observation was also a jud gment.
Just read their d escriptions of the
fies ty Teton Sioux or t h e s h a rp
Chinook traders and those judgments co me through. Or listen to
Sergeant Patrick Gass talk a bout
th e Mandan practice of feeding b uffalo skulls and then damn the India ns for their foolish su perstition .0
But the Captains' confidence did
not become swaggering arrogance
- something that cannot be said
for those wh o came later. Fortunately, the explorers' cultural biases did
n ot prevent th em from asking the
right ethnograph ic questions.
Equally fort un ate, they had the
good sense to write d own many Indian answers, including many that
seemed b ewildering at th e time.

look at it to see just how seriously
J efferson regarded this part of the
expedition.
T h omas Jefferson loved questionnaires. He used them to explore new
areas of knowledge and then to organi ze what he had learned. His
only publis h ed book, Notes on Virginia, was written in response to a
questionnaire a nd retained the
questi on a nd a n swer form on its
ch apters.1; J efferson's instructions
to Meriwether Lewis are a series of
interlocking questi ons ranging
fro m miner a logy to medicine. The
ethnographic questions cover n early every aspect of Indian life, including languages, customs, occupations, diseases, a nd morals.
Where did those very precise qu estions come from? The traditional
a n swer has always b een th at they
reflected Jefferson's life-long fascination with Indian cultures. B ut
there is something else going on
here. There was more t h an one
mind behin d t h e expedition's Indian questions. Early in 1803 Jefferson began to write friends both
in a nd out of government asking
their aid and advi ce for his western
venture. Late in February h e wrote
three Philadelphia scientists, Caspar Wistar, Dr. Benjamin Smith
Barton, a nd Dr. Benjamin Rush ,
ask ing eac h to pre pare so me
thoughts "in t h e lines of botany,
zoology, or of Indian histor y which
you t hink most worth y of inquiry &
observation.'' 7
6. William H. Goetzmann, Exp/oration and

Empire The Explorer and the Scientist in the
Winning uf the American West (New York.
1966), 6; Donald D. Jackson, Thomas Jeffer·
son & the Stony Mounta ins (Urbana. 1981),
25-26.

7. Thomas Jefferson to Benjami n Smith Barton, 27 February 1803; J efferson to Caspar
Wistar, 28 February 1803; J efferson to Benjamin Rush , 28 February 1803, in Jackson , ed.,
Letters. 16-19.

Questions are the engines of intellect and t h e expedition was powered
by a carefully designed question
motor. The ethnographic q uestion
list Lewis and Clark too k West with
them had a n evolutionary history
all its own, and we s h ould take a
Patrick Gass, A Journal of the Voyages of a
Corps of Discovery (Pittsburgh , 1807; reprint·
ed, Minneapolis, 1958), 79-80; "T he Nicholas
Bidd le Notes," in Jackson, ed., Letters, 502,
520, 531; Reuben G. Thwaites, ed., Original
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expeditio11
1804· l 806, 8 vols. (New York, 1904· l 905), I:
205, 22 1, 264, 272-274; Milo M. Quaife, ed., The
Journals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and
Sergeant Joh n Ordway (Madison, 1916), 159.
4. Wendell H. Oswalt, Other Peoples, Other
Customs World Ethnography a11d Its History
(New York, 1972), 1-73.
5. Gass, Journal. 81-82.
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Even befor e his consulta nts s ubmitted th eir questions, Jefferson began
to pre pa re a prelimina ry draft of the
instructions. By mid-April , 1803 h e
was ready to circul ate it among certain cabin et members who were
asked for their comments a n d criticisms. The remarks of Secretary of
th e Treas ury Albert Gallatin focused on western geograph y a nd
the future expansion of t h e United
States. Later in h is car eer Gallatin
made major contrib utions in collecting a nd system atizing Indian material.Just how much h e h a d to d o with
framing expedition Indian q uestion s is unkn own.~ On the other
hand, t h e reply from Attorney General Levi Lincoln clearly influen ced
Jefferson's thinking. This importan t me mber of Jefferson's official
family h as not gotten much attention fro m students of th e expedition .
Lincoln was a good New Engla nd
l awyer, a skillful Republican politician, and he understood th at th e
expedition served many purposes.
Lincoln's April 17 letter to J efferson
suggests that the early instructions
draft h e saw contained very little
a bout Indians. To remedy this deficiency, Lincoln urged J efferson to
include questions about tribal religions, native legal practices, concepts of property ownership, and
Indian m edi cal procedures. Alth ough Jefferson was already well
acq uainted with smallpox innocul ation, it appears t h at Lincoln was
the first to suggest that Lewis take
some cowpox matter a lon g to administer to Indians. The Attorney
General's suggestions were of major
(continued on page 14)
8 . Albert Gallatin Lo Jefferson, 13 Ap1·il 1803.
in Jackson , ed., Letters. :32-34. This judgment

must be modified if it can be determined t ha t
Gallatin had a major rnle in formulating some
of the questions William Clark copied in a
long list sometime early in 1804. See William
Clark, " List of Questions," in J ackson, ed.,
Letters. 157-161.

(cont'd from page 13)
importa nce a lthough, to be h onest,
he made them more out of political
expediency than scientific curiosity.
Lincoln was very sen sitive to Federalist opposition to the journey and
he realized the admin istration
would need to justify the expedition
on the high ground of science if it
fail ed. ~1

Levi Lincoln's comments sharpened Jefferson's focus on Indians.
That focus was further enlarged
an d refined in May , 1803 when Dr.
Benjamin Rush presented Lewis
with a detailed list of ethnographic
queries. In 177 4 Rush had offered a
long paper at the American Philosophical Society titled "Natural
History of Medicine Among the Indians of North America." That
paper presented Rush's thoughts on
a ll ph ysical aspects of Indian life
from diet and h ygiene to sexual perfo rmance and pregnancy. 111 That
same wide range of interests was
evident in the list Rush prepared for
the expedition. The list was divided
into three sections with medical
con cerns predictably taking first
place. Under the h eading "Physical
history & medicine" Rush proposed
twenty separate questions. He
asked the explorers to record Indian
eating, sleepin g, and bathing habits as well as native diseases a nd
remedies. He wanted to know when
Indians married, how long children
vyere breast fed, a nd how long they
hved. Rush even urged the Captains
to find time to check Indian pulse
rates morning, noon, and night
both before and after eating!
Rush's interests went well beyond
mere medicine, e n compassing Indian customs and values as well.
The second part of Rush's list included four questions touching on
crime, suicide, and intoxication. His
third section probed Native Ameri?an worship practices, sacred objects, and burial rituals. Like so
many other European and American scientists, Rush was fascinated
by Indian religions. Moreover he
believed as did many of his contemporaries that studies of Indian languages and religious ceremonies
might prove or disprove a very old
and persistent notion about the
origin of Native Americans. A widespread academic theory h eld that
Indian peoples might constitute one
of the lost tribes of the children of
Israel. If the Mandan were mis9. Levi Lincoln to Jefferson, 17 April 1803, in
Jackson, ed., Letters, 35.
10. Benjamin Rush, Medical inquiries and
obseruatio11s, vol. I (Philadelphia, 1794), 9-77.
See also Stephen J . Kuni tz, "Benjamin Rush
on Savagism and Progress," Ethnohistory, 17
(1970), 31-42.

placed Welshmen, why not see if
there were any Jewish Indians in
the West. 11
By Jun e, 1803 Jefferson had before
him a ll the suggestions from fellow
scientists and government officials.
He also had the confidential message to Congress he had delivered
in January which justified the expedition in terms of exten ding th e
Indian trade. He could also draw on
instructions written for the abortive
Michaux expedition a decade before. 12 Sometime during June, Jefferson synthesized these documents
into the final draft of instructions
for the expedition - instructions
that now contained detailed questions in seventeen areas of Indian
life and culture. All of us are familiar with the instructions. They are
a milestone in the history of exploration. The Indian questions cover
everything from language and law
to trade and technology. The expedition was to record what Indians
wore, what they ate, how they ma de
a living, and what they b elieved i n.
In short, Jefferson told Lewis: "You
will therefore end eavor to make
yourself acquainted, as far as a diligent pursuit of your journey shall
admit, with the names of the nations & their numbers. "1 :1
Before we look at how the Captains
carried out their ethnographic assignment in one place, we need to
stop for a moment to ask why Jefferson wanted Lewis and Clark to
gather so much technical information. Weren't they already wearing
too many hats? H a d Jefferson's
lofty expectations lost touch with
reality? Not at all. His reasons for
turning two Army officers into parttime eth nographers were central to
the many purposes of the journey.
"The commerce," he wrote, "which
may be carried on with the p eople
inhabiting the line you will pursue,
renders a knolege of those people
important." 14 Jefferson knew that
fur traders and other eager entrepreneurs needed to know about future markets and sources of supply.
In modern marketing terms, Jeffer11. Benjamin Rush , "Questions to Merryweather Lewis before he went up the Missouri, 17 May 1803," in Jackson, ed., Letters, 50.
This list was passed to Jefferson in a Jet ter
from Lewis dated 29 May 1803, in Jackson,
ed., Letters, 52.
12. Thomas Jefferson, "Message to Congress
- Confidential, 18 January 1803," in Jackson,
ed., Letters, 10-13; Jefferson to Andre
Micheau, 30 April 1793, in Jackson, ed., Letters, 669-672, especially 670 where the language is clearly influential for the Lewis instructions.
13. Thomas Jefferson, " Instructions to Lewis,
20 June 1803," in •Jackson, ed., Letters. 62-63,
quote a t 62.
14. Ibid., 62.
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son was seeking "demographic"
and " psych ographic" data to help
American merchants size up potential customers. To steal a line from
the musi cal " Music Ma n," if you
want to be a good salesman,
"you've got to know the territory. "
But there was something else behind Jefferson's requirement that
the Captains be ethnographers something beyond the vision of a
rising fur trade empire. Lewis and
Clark were sent to build another
e~ pire - the empire of reason, the
kmgdom of kn owledge. Like his
friends at the American Philosophical Society, Jefferson wanted
the expedition to make a major contribution towards the scientific understanding of Nor th America.
That is what the President was
talking about when he described the
ven t ure as a " literary expedition." 1"
Literary in t h is context means
scientific. Jefferson wanted his explorers to advance the frontiers of
learning by naming the Indian nation s as well as labelling the nations of plants and animals. A serious, scientific co ncern for th e
human geography of the West impelled Jefferson to give the Captains an ethnographic assignment.
Fin all y, and not to be overlooked
ther e was Jefferson's vision of th~
future of North America. Jefferson
believed that accurate information
about Indians was essential in
order to shape a p eaceful tomorrow
for both peoples. That desire for fact
to replace fiction about Native
Americans was nothing new in J efferson's mind. From boyhood on he
h ad a passionate interest in thin gs
Indian. "In the early part of my
life," he wrote, " I was very familiar
wi th the Indians, and acquired impressions of attachment and commiseration for them which have
never been obliterated." 16 Jefferson's fascination with Indian life
was part boyish curiosity and part
scientific inquiry, all bound up in
the optimistic notion that if Native
Americans gave u p their traditional
" savage" ways and adopted a white
"civilized" lifestyl e, both peoples
could enjoy the contin ent in peace.
" Acquire what knolege you can of
[their] state of morality, religion &
information," Jefferson instructed
th e Captains. 17 It was a Jefferson15. Carlos Martinez de Yrujo to Pedro Ceval·
los, 2 December 1802, in Jackson, ed., Letters.
4. See also Lewis's British a nd French Passports in J ackson, ed., Letters. 19-20 for similar
language.
16. Thomas Jefferson to John Adams 11
June 1812, in Lester J . Cappon, ed., Th e
Adams-Jefferson Letters (Chapel Hill 1959)
307.
•
•
0

17. Thomas Jefferson, "Instructions to Lewis,
20 June 1803," in Jackson, ed., Letters, 63.
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cultural values wer e dropped from
the official list. This did not mean
that expedi tion eth nographers were
unwilling to record th at sort of data;
the journals are filled with random
notes about creation myths, migration legends burial practices, a nd
sacred rituals. The Lewis entries on
the Shoshoni are models of the ethn ographer' s art. 19 What it does
mean is that the Captains very sensibl y recognized their limitations
d uring t he Ma nd an winter and decided to use what time they did have
t o gather material on the externals
of Indian life. They described h ow
To see how the Captains impleIndians looked but di d not gi ve any
mented Jefferson 's directives, to
systematic attention to native souls
watch the explorers as ethn oa nd psyches. The Captains would
graphers in action , I thought we
leave the quest for the interior of the
might look at their activities during
Native American universe to others
the winter of 1804-5. The Fort Man- to the likes of George Catlin a nd
dan winter produced a wealth of
Prince Maximilian. Lewis an d
material: journal entries, maps, the
Clark's commitment to the exterstill-lost vocabularies, the very imnals of Indian life can be seen in
portant "Estimate of the Eastern
th eir coverage of native architecIndia n s," a nd valuable pa rts of the
ture. While the expedition record
recollections William Clark gave
feat ures fine description s of the outNicholas Biddle i n 1810. This first
sides of teepees, earth lodges, and
winter in the field provided the Capplank h ouses, that same record has
tains with a s uperb on-the-job trainvery little about the insides of those
ing program in ethnography. The
structures.
t echniques they devised and the inHow did the expedition gather data
formation they obtained served
during the Ma ndan winter? All of
them well for the rest of the voyage.
those puzzle pieces did not fall easiLewis and Clark began their ethnol y into the Captains' hands. The
graphic work at Fort Mandan by
ethnographic record was th e result
simplifying and streamlining Jefferof patient, persistent labor. The exson's origin a l instructions. Long
pedition used four different techbefore comin g to their winter quarniques to gather information. First,
t ers, the explorers realized they
the Captains directly questioned
would have neither the time nor the
both Indians a nd whites, often at
language abilities to ask all of Jefgreat length. Second, they collected
ferson's Indian questions. The " Esobjects - ever ythin g from Arikara
timate of th e Eastern Indians"
corn to a Mandan buffalo s kin
gives us some clues to what quespainting - that represented importions the Captains selected for their
tant
aspects of India n life. 20 Third,
special attention . 18 Drafted by the
the explorers r eported wh a t they
Captains during the winter, the
could conclude from first hand ob"Estimate" wa3 a massive effort to
servation. Occasiona ll y, informaorga nize a nd compar e data on neartion was obtained a fourth way.
ly fifty tribes a nd bands. In concept
Some expedition members were able
a nd desig n , it was as scientific as
to gain th eir knowledge quite perexpedition ethnography ever got.
sonally by accepting the Indians'
Lewis a nd Clark would never again
invitation to participate in a hunt, a
try anything as intricate and comgame, or a ceremony.
prehensive. The n i neteen questions
Of
the four techniques, interviews
used as an organizing structure for
yielded
the most valuable informathe "Estimate" show us what now
tion. Since the fort was within easy
seemed important to the explorers.
walking distance from the two ManTheir highest priorities for each Indan villages, th e Captains had
dia n group included tribal name, lomore Mandan informa nts than Hication, population, languages, a nd
datsa ones. Scores of Mandan men
potential for American tra de. Quesa nd women visited the fort for all
tions about religious traditions or
sorts of reasons, but the most wel18. The " Estimate of the Eastern Indians" is
come guests were the following:
prin ted in Thwaites, ed., Original Journals,
Black Cat (Posecopsah e) chief of
VI: 81-113. With some changes it was fi rst
Rooptah ee village, Big White (Shepublished in Thomas Jefferson, " A Statistical
h eke) chief of Matootonha village,
View of the Indian Nations inh abiting the

ian fundamental that if we knew
each other more fully, we would
treat each oth er better. Ethnography could make government policy better informed and more humane. With an optimism based
more on Enlightenment faith than
American r ea lit y, Jefferson
assumed that a benevolent government would t hen use that knowledge to civilize and Christianize
Indians. Wheth er or no t Native
Americans would welcom e the blessings of European civilization was of
co urse a noth er m atter entirely.

Territory of Louisiana and the Countries ad·
jacent to its northern and Western boundaries," American State Papers: Class II, Indian
Affairs, I (1806), 705-743.
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Little Raven (Kagohhami) a partArikara and second chief of Matootonha, a nd two leading men from
Matootonha, Big Man (Ohheenar)
an adopted Cheyenn e a nd Coal
(Sh ota h arrora) an adopted Arikara.
It was ver y important th at these
chiefs and "considerable men " be
courted and closely questioned. For
generations chiefs a nd elders had
ser ved as tribal historians, committing to memory a wh ole bod y of past
experience a nd tradition.~ 1 Without
the help of these men, the Lewis and
Clark ethnographic r ecord would
have 'been both meager a nd unreliable. Of the t wo principal Mandan
chiefs, Black Cat was the most
valued by the Captains. Meriwether
Lewis characterized Black Cat as a
ma n of "integrety, firm ness, inteligence and perspicuety of mind."2 2
The chief made at least seventeen
visits to the fort, some lasting many
days. During these visits Black Cat
often related "little India n aneckdts
[anecdotes]." 23 But 1ike the Arikara
traditions Clark dismissed as not
worth mentioning, the pieces of
Mandan history and belief s hared
by Black Cat were not r ecorded in
th e journals. Later in the voyage,
when the Captains h a d sharpened
their ethnogr aphic s kills, they
would now and then take time to
preserve that sort of priceless detail.
If there were plenty of Mandan i nformants , there were far fewer fro m
the Hidatsa villages. Several factors limited the expedition's access
to Hidatsa information. Some Hidatsa chiefs, including the powerful
Le Borgne or One Eye, were away
on winter hunts for long str etch es of
time. More important, there was
real suspicion and hostility among
t h e Hidatsa, espec ially in Le
Borgne's village, a bout the intention s and behavior of the Captains.
Many Hidatsa were alarmed by expedition weapons and the size of
F ort Mandan. Some elders resented
what they called the Capt ains'
"high-soundi ng langua ge" while
several warriors wer e angered by
th e explorers' boasts about American military might. Le Borgne once
bragged that if his warriors ever
caught the Americans on the open
pla ins they would make quick work
of them . Such tensions, often fueled
by Mandan-inspired rumors, kept
ma n y Hidatsa away from the fort
a nd made the Indians reluct ant to
(continued on page 16)
21. Alfred W. Bowers, Mandan Social and
Ceremonial Organization (Chicago, 1950), 94.

19. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals, III: 3-44.

22. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals, I:256.

20. Thwaites, ed ., Original Journals , I: 280282.

23. Thwaites, ed. , Original Journals, I: 224225.
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(cont'd from page 15)
en tertain the Captains at the Knife
River villages.2-1
The simple fact was that Lewis and
Clark desperately needed Hidatsa
information. The Captains knew
that unlike the Mandan Hidatsa
raiding parties ranged f~r west to
the Rockies. Hidatsa informants
could provide knowledge valuable
not onl y for the second year of expedition travel but essential for its
ethnographic assignment. 2fi The
few importa nt Hidatsa sources included Tatuckcopinreha chief of
th~ little Awaxawi villag~, and his
neighbor t he Awatixa chief Black
Moccasin. 26 On on occasion Tatuckcopinreha related " many strange
accounts of his nation" but Clark
chose to record only the bare outl~nes ?f recent Awaxawi migrat10ns. 21 Notably absent for most of
the winter were a ny Hidatsa-proper
from Le Borgne's village. It was not
until the end of the winter that their
awesome chief One Eye paid court
at Fort Mandan. While the Hidatsa
c?n t'.l~ts w~re few, they did yield
s1gmficant mformation. From those
sources Lewis a nd Clark learned
abo ut the size and locations of the
Crow, Flathead, Shoshoni, and
Blue Mud (Nez Perce) Indians. ~K
Without Hidatsa cooperation however grudgingly given, there :.Vould
have been s ubstantial gaps in the
Indian "Estimate."
Throughout the winter there were
other im portan t contacts wi th India n s who were neither Mandan
nor .H~da~sa. Black Cat brought the
Ass1mbom band chief Chechank
(the Old Crane) to talk with the
Captains, thereby expanding the explorers' kn owledge of northern
trade routes. There were also a
number of Ch eyenne in the Manda n
villages who perhaps filled the Captains in on tribes to the West and
Southwest. And of course there was
Sacagawea, whose Sh osh oni contribution is simply impossible to verify. It seems more likely tha t whatever Lewis and Clark knew about
24: Elliott Coues, ed., New Light on the Early
History of the Greater Northwest: T he Ma nuscript Joumal s of Alexander Henry the
l'ounger and of David Thompson, 3 vols. (New
York, 1 8~7), 349·350; Ch a rles Mackenzie, "T he
M i sso~r~ Indians: A Narrative of fou r Trading
Ex p e ~ itions to th e Mississouri, 1804-18051806, in L. R. Masson , ed., Les Bourgeois De
La Compagnie Du Nord-Ouest, 2 vols. (Que·
bee, 1889·1890), I: 330-331, 385; Thwaites, ed .,
Origmal Journals, I: 227, 249.

the Shoshoni came from Hidatsa
sources.29
In all th ese talks the cen tral problem was language translation. Charles Mackenzie, a .North West Company trad er who lived in Black Moccasin's village d uring the Mandan
winter, left some vivid impressions
of those trans lation difficulties.
Mackenzie r ecalled watching the
Captains struggle to record an Hidatsa vocabulary in which each
word h as to pass through a cumbersome trans lation chain stl:etchi ng
from a native speaker through Sacagawea, Toussaint Charbonneau
Rene Jessaume and on to the Cap~
tains. Heated a rguments between
the various translators were frequent, s lowing the whole process
and worryi ng many Indians. The
way Mackenzie remembered it as
"the Indians could not well comprehend the intention of recording
their words, they concluded that the
Americans had a wicked design on
th.~ir country.":111
1

Fortunately the Captains had no
such language barriers in their in~erviews ~ith white traders living
m the Indian villages around Fort
Mandan. While their specific ethnographic contributions cannot always be traced in the expedition record , it is plain that men like
J essaume, Charbonneau Mackenzie, Fra n 'Yois-An toine Larocque,
a nd Hugh Heney provided much
material for th e India n "Estima te"
a nd Cla rk 's 1805 map of the western part of Nor t h America. The
Captains were especially impressed
with the knowledge a nd experience
of Nor'Wester Hug h H eney. They
questioned him closely about Upper
~ississippi tribes a nd the many
Sioux ba nds.:1 1 Heney's imprint is
on the Sioux and C hipewa sections
of th e " Estimate." Other North
West Company men like Larocq ue
and MacKenzie offered their personal observations on the Assiniboin and the Cree. Despite his unsavory rep utation , Rene Jessaume
did h ave the kind of first-hand Indian information t h e Captains
needed. Some of the most valuable
co mments in the journals about
Manda n beliefs a nd inter-tribal relations came from Jessaume.32
29. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals. I: 221
233.
'
30. Macken zie, "Narrative," in Masson, ed.,
Lew Bourgeois, I : 336-337.

27. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals I· 270271.
' .

3_1. Francois·Antoine Larocque, "The MissouJ ournal, 1804-1805," in Masson, ed., Les
Bourgeois, I: 308; Thwaites, ed., Original
Journals, I: 238. A fragment of a ma p based
on Hen ey's information is in Ernest S . Osgood, ed., The Field Notes of Captain William
Clark (New Haven, 1964), 324.

28. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals, VI: lll.

32. Thwaites, ed ., Original Journals , I: 220.

25. Coues, ed., N ew Light 344· Thwai tes ed
Original Jouma/s, VI: 91.'
'
' .,
26. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals, 1:212.
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All this inter viewing, translating,
and observing produced accurate
data about the n a mes, numbers,
and locations of Indians from the
wes t ern Great Lakes to the Continental Divide, and from the Cana dian P lains to north Texas. What
the Captains wanted at least duri ng t h e Mandan wint~r, was a kind
of s tatistical geography of the tribes
they had already met, those yet to
be encoun ter ed, and those who
mi g h t influence United States Indian policy. That is what the "Estimate of the Eastern I ndians" really is - a limited but practical
document for government agents
and fur tra ders. Only later, after
th ey were surer of their ethnographic skills, did Lewis and Clark get
beyond counting Indian heads and
locating villages to record more intimate details of native life.
T o evaluate Lewis a nd Clark's ethnographic con t ributions, we need to
ask thr ~e related questions. First,
what did the expedition ethnogr aph ers see, understand, and accurately record? The Captains and
the other journalists excelled at set~ing .down village locations, analyzmg mter-tribal relations and d escribing weapons, food ,' clothing,
and many other material objects.
Whether you want to know what an
Arikar a earth lodge looked like or
how a Shoshoni compound bow was
made or th e shape of a C hinook canoe, it is a ll vividly described in the
expedition r ecord. Bu t, secondly, we
also need to ask what the expedition
saw, recorded, but did not unders tand. During that long Mandan
win ter the explorers encountered
many th ings well beyond t heir own
cultura l experience. The Mand an
buffalo calling ceremony, with its
open sexuality, was one such event .
Several expedition men obligingly
too k part in the r it ual, and their experiences enabled William Clark to
write a remarkabl y detailed description of the rite. Clark realized
that the ceremony was undertaken
to attract the buffalo a nd guarantee
a successful hun t. 33 But the American explorer simply co uld not fat hom how sexual relations between
old men or white men and the wives
of younger India ns could bring t h e
buffalo closer and ens ure a good
hunt. Clark did not understand th at
northern Plains cultures assumed
See also ! hwaites, ed., Original Journals. I:
209 for h is early and important advice to the
Captains on Mandan a nd Hida tsa chiefs Jessa u me's k no wledge a n d relia bili t y :.Vere
shar ply questioned later by Ch arbonneau and
Prince Maximilian.
33. Thwaites, ed., Original Journals, I: 245.
See a lso Annie H. Abel, ed ., Tabeau 's Narra·
tiue of LoiseL's Expedition to the Upper Missouri (Norman, 1939), 197.
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th at sex ua l intercourse was like a
pipeline t h at could tr a n sfer spirit u a l power fro m one person to
a n oth er . Old men had that s pecial
power a nd , as Clark himself n oted,
"th e Ind ia n s say a ll white flesh is
medisa n .":14 Giving their wi ves to
old me n or white stran ger s was a
way aspiri ng youn g men could a ppropriate powerful spirit for ces for
them sel ves.:"' Nothing in his cultur al h erit age pr epar ed Willia m Clark
to compreh en d this, but he did have
the g ood sen se to m a ke a n accurate
r ecord of t h e ritua l a nywa y. And it
is equally im porta n t to re member
th at William Cla rk was n ot prudis h
about this. He wrote his a ccount in
plain English . It was that proper
Philadelphia n Nich olas Biddle wh o
put C lark 's forthright words into
more genteel La tin!
Fina lly, wh e n ever we examine expedition e th nogr aph y we n eed to
ask wh a t Lewis a n d Cl a rk d id n ot
see. Because it was the wron g ti me
of year, t h ey did n ot wit n ess the
awesome Ok ipa. Because m a n y essential asp ects of n a tive life were
culturally i n visible t o most white
outsiders, the Capta ins did n ot note
the clans a nd age-gr a de societies
that gave structure to U pper Missouri India n life. Because s ome objects wer e hidden from all s trangers, the explor er s did not see the
sacred bundles a n d the rit u als s urr ounding t hem. Lewis and Clark
never saw th e i n terior of t h e Mandan and Hidatsa universe. That
universe - the amalgam of mora l
a n d spiritual values th at m ade Indians Indi a n - was simply beyon d
the explorers' cult ural horizon. Seeing that t h ey saw so much so well,
we ought n ot to fa ult the m for failing to catch the interior vision.
Th e Fort Mandan win ter was a time
for Lewis a nd Cla rk to ser ve out
th eir a ppre nti ces hips in ethnogr aph y. By th e time they got to the
Shosh oni, t h ey were jour n eym en
well on the way to b ecoming masters. From For t Mand a n on , the
Captains continua lly refined their
collection tech n iques a nd sh arpened t h eir obser vation s kills . Compa re
the entries written a t Fort Mandan
with t h ose at Fort Cla tsop to see
h ow well t h e Captains h a d learned
t h eir eth n ographic trade. By th e
end of the journey they h ad indeed
34. Osgood, ed., Field Notes, 172.
35. Edwa rd M. Bruner, "Mandan," in Edward
H. Spicer, ed .. Perspectives in American In.di·
an Culture Change (Chicago, 1961), 217; Alice
B. Kehoe, "The Function of Ceremonia l Sexual Intercourse Among the N orthern Plains
Indians," Plains Anthropologist, 15 (1970), 99103; Roy W. Meyer, The Village Jn.dians of the
Upper Missouri Th e Man.dans . Hidatsas, and
Arilrnras (Lincoln , 1977), 79-80.
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named the nations a nd so much
more. Because Lewis a n d C la rk carried out th eir ethnograph ic assig nm ent wi th such skill, a central par t
of th e past of Nor th America a n d a ll
h er peop les will n ever die. We a re
t h e rich er for what th ey did.

Updating Le wis & Clark
In Recent Periodicals
A n ew periodical, American Indian
Basket Magazine, h as prin ted in i ts
first issue (Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 10-13)
a n in ternstin g article titled: " A Colu mbia River Indian Basket Collected by Lewi s and Clark i n 1805", by
Mary D. Sch lick. Th e a uthor q uotes
a n excerpt from Ca pta in Clark 's
journ a l wh erein he s ta tes tha t he
received a qua n tity of roots , acorns,
and fis h from t h e India ns wh en the
exploring party was on the Colum bia River in present-day eas tern Oreg on . Sh e s urmises th a t these products mig ht have been t ran sferred to
t h e Ca pta in " ... i n one of t h ose
ti ghtl y woven bags [or bask ets]",
a nd str ength en s t his s t a te m e n t
with a quote from P a ul R. Cutrigh t's
Lewis and Clark: Pioneering Naturalists , wh ich states"... th at man y
obj ects collected by Lewis a n d
C l ark went to C h ar les Willson
Pea l e's m useum in Philade l phia ..."Th e a u th or a lso poin ts out
t h at in Don a ld Jackson's Letters of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
with related Documents, t h ere is
(pp. 476-478) a listin g of " Peale's
Me mor a n d um of Sp eci men s a nd
Artifacts", and in this listing (p.
478) is "A Bag prepared by t h e Pishquilpa h s [In dian s] on t h e Columbia
River."
Read ers may obtain a copy of this
magazine by ordering from American Indian Basket Magazine, P.O.
Box 66124, Portl and , OR 97266. En close remittance of $6.75 to cover
printin g and postage, a nd speci fy
Vol. 1, No. 1.

Recen t Meetings:
The OREGON LE WI S AN D
C L A RK H ERI TAGE FOUNDATION'S' summer meeting-field trip
was a n A u g ust 15, 198 1 event.
Thirty m embe r s a n d fri ends enjoyed t h e all-day activity th a t concluded wit h a no h ost picnic a n d
l. An organization s pon sor ed by t he Oregon
(Governor's) Lewis & Clark Trail Committee,
and affilia ted with the Oregon Historical Society, and the (national) Lewis & Cla rk Trail
Herita15e Foundation, Inc.
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visit at the National Park Service's
Fort Clatsop National Memorial.
near Astoria, Oregon. An au tomobile caravan tour from Portland to
Fort Clatsop (about 90 miles one
way) traveled via a scenic, little
used , secon dar y high way through
Oregon's coastal rain for ests wit h
several interpreti ve stops a long the
way.
Leaving U .S. Highway 26, about 45
miles west of Portland , the caravan
followed Oregon Highway 202 a nd
oth er secondary roads to Astoria
a n d Fort Clatsop near the Columbia
Ri ver estuary. A sto p was m ad e a t
t h e Jewel Meadows Wildlife Area
wh ere a large herd of elk were grazing in a natural setting in this important Oregon State Fish and Wildlife Department faci lity. Foundation member a n d a r tist H aro ld
Cramer Smith , now retired from
this d epartmen t, provided an interesting a n d informative interpretive
t alk abou t the wild life refuge a t this
location. A few mi les west of the
J ewe! Meadows Wildlife Area, th e
cara van visi ted scenic Fishh aw k
F alls, wh ere Fishh awk creek tumbl es a n d descen ds for abou t 125 feet
over a ser ies of rocky ledges.
Drivi ng through the rain fo r ests,
t h e next stop was at Youngs River
Falls, which is located in the coastal hills some 9 to 10 miles from Fort
Clatsop.

- "" ~·
~:.:
Th is falls is of special interest to
Lewis and C lark students and en thusiasts, since its discovery is documented in the Expedition's journals. Without a doubt, Sergeant
Patrick Gass with a party of twelve
men, on a hunting assig nment,
were t h e first white men to view this
fifty to sixty foot high cataract. ~
(continued on page 18)
J-

2. Gass, Patrick (P araphrased by David
Mc Keehan): A Journal of the Voyages and
Tra vels of a Corps of Discovery...... originally
published in 1807, many reprint editions. In
t he Ross & Ha ines edition, Mi n neapolis, MN,
1958, page 225. See a lso: Thwaites, Reuben
(Editor); Originctl Journals of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. Dodd, Mead & Co., N.Y .,
1904, and reprint editions, Volume Four, page
137.

Foundation member Bob Lange provided the present-day travelers with
a brief commentary a bout the Expedition's discovering a nd describing the falls in March 1805, together
with some inter esting details regarding a ground-wood pulp mill that
made use of the waterpower at th e
falls and s upplied ground-wood
pulp , which was sh ip ped d own
Youngs River to Astoria, an d, then,
via sea-going vessels to a pa per mill
in Stockton, California, during the
years 1884-1904. Several years ago,
three 1800 pound, 41 inch diameter,
18 inches thick mill stones were
fo und in the forest just below the
falls, the only r emains of the wood
pulp installation. Today the fall s is
enjoyed for its scenic attraction,
a nd the land at, and adjacent to, the
cataract have been set aside by Clatsop County for a proposed co unty
park at some future date.
The a utomobile caravan a rrived at
the Fort Clatsop National Memorial
shortly after noon , enjoyed a picnic
lunch in the Memo rial's picnic
grounds, and then toured the museum and the reconstructed replica of
th e fort, where they viewed the excellent " Living History Demonstrations" provided by Chief Ranger
Curt Johnson and his staff.

****
THE WASHINGTON
STATE
LEW IS A ND CLAR K TRAIL
COMMITTEE held its forty-eighth
(quarterly) meeting at Vancouver,
Washington, on Saturday, July 11,
1981. Chairman Archie M. Graber
called the meeting to order at 2:30
P.M. There was a special committee
meeting held th e same morning to
discuss the state committee's proposal to rename the dams on the
Sn a ke River in southeast Washington State. A report of the morning
meeting was provided the committee at th e afternoon m eeting by
Ralph Rudeen.
The sub-committee studying the
possibility of the Washington
Committee hosting the national
Foundation's 1983 Annual Meeting
r ecommended that the site of a n ational meeting be the Tri-City Area
in so utheast Washington state. 1
T h e committee accepted the subcommittee's proposal and it was
agreed that a member of the committee attending the Foundation's
13th Annual Meeting at Helena in
August 1981 would extend the invitation to the National Foundation's
Board of Directors a nd membership. (The invitation was extended
an d is reported elsewhere in this
issue of We Proceeded On.)
During the meeting there was con1. Cities of Pasco, Richland, and Kennewick,

Washington.

siderable discussion with respect to
the plans and progress related to
the permanent Lewis and Clark
Expedition display to be installed i n
th e Washin gton State Historical
Society Museum in Tacoma, Washington. This activity is reported in
full in the by-line'article by committee member Clifford Im sland on
page 21, this issue of We Proceeded
On.
F ollowing the adjournment of the
business meeting, committee member Winifred Flippin of Lyle, Washington, provided an inter esting program which described the petroglyph s found along the Columbia
River.
The following members of the committee attended the meeting and
remained i n Vancouver for the evening banquet and the Sunday
morning buffet-brunch and historical ma rker dedication, events in
connection with the Eighth Annual
Washington-Oregon Lewis and
Clark Symposium: ~ Calrton Appelo,
H azel Bain , Roy Craft, Mitchell
Doumit, Winifred Flippin, Viola
F orrest, Archie Graber, Ken Heckard, Cliff Ims land, Jack Ritter, and
Ralph Rudeen. Guests were: Martha
Ims la nd, Gracie Craft , Bob Lange,
Don Haven and daughter Carol
Anderson, Dr. E.G. "French y" Chuinard, Dwight Garrison, Gus Norwood, J acky Rudeen, Elizabeth Doumit, and Sylvia Graber.
2. This year's Symposium was hosted by the
Washington Committee. Committee members
Eugene "Jack" Ritter, Vancouver, and Ralph
H. Rudeen, Olympia, were co-chairmen for the
event, and Millard H. McClung, Portland, was
liaison for the Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail
Co mmittee. See page 19, this issue of We Proceeded On..

****
THE OREGON LEWIS AND
CLARK TRAIL COMMITTEE m et
for its third 1981 quarterly meeting
at the Far West Savings a nd Loan
Community Meeting Room, Tualatin, Oregon (a suburb of Portland).
Thirteen committee members were
present, a nd Chairman "Frenchy"
Ch uinard called the meeting to
order at 10:00 A.M., Satu1·day, September 19, 1981.
The agenda included the following
reports: Ray Lerback on the possibility of future development of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition's Salt
Cairn (saltworks) site in Seaside,
Oregon; Roger Mackaness d is cussed the Na tu re Trail project at
Lewis a nd Clark State Park (east of
Portland, near the mouth of the
Sandy River, see WPO, Vol. 6, No. 2,
pp. 22-23); I rvin g Anderson provided a recapitulation of activities at
the national Foundation's 13th Annua l Meeting, which took place Au-18-

gust 3-5, 1981, in southwest Montana and east-centr al Idaho; and
President Don ald Shores of th e Oregon Lewis and Clark Heritage
Foundation (the or ganization s ponsored by the Oregon Lewis and
Clark Committee) reported on the
Oregon Foundation's activities, the
recent picnic and field trip (reported
ante. in this column) and the programs scheduled for the October
and December meetings of the orga nization.
Dr. Chui nard reported on the prog r ess of th e Washington State
Lewis and Clark Committee's project to rename t he dams on the
Snake River in southeast Washington State, after Jefferson, Lewis,
Clark, and Gass (see article, this
issue of WPO). Chairman Chuinard
also discussed th e resolutions
passed by a recent poll of th e National Park Service's Advisory
Council for the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail (see article,
this issue of WPO). The resol uti on s
regarding a more accurate geographical designation for t he western
terminus of the Lewis a nd Clark
Trail, and the recommendation that
maps indicatin g the headland, Tillamoo li Head, also carry the identifying legend, Clarks Mountain and
Point of View, are of special interest
to the Oregon Committee.
There was a preliminary discussion
with respect to the 1982 Ninth Annual Oregon-Washington Lewis
and Clark Annual Symposium. The
Oregon Committee is to be the host
in 1982 fo r this two state committee
activity. Discussed was the date,
place, program, and the appointment of a chairman and sub-committee for the event.
December 5, 1981 was th e date set
fo r the Committee's Christmas Party, which will be held for the third
consecutive year at the NPS Fort
Clatsop National Memorial facility,
near Astoria, Oregon.

News Notes:
Foundation members and readers
of We Proceeded On will be delighted to learn that Paul R. Cutright's
and Michael J. Brodhead's 509 page
volume Elliott Coues: Naturalist
and Historian is presently available
at booksellers. Foundation member
and historian Donald Jackson describes this biography as follows:
"There ar e three great subjects here:
Elliott Coues, the American West,
and North American Birds. This is
the kind of biography that delights
the scholar - a study of an active,
intelligent, controversial character
who left his mark and came close to
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being a Renaissance man . . . The
authors have produced a remarkabl y well integrated work. "
A complete review of this new book
will appear in the February 1982
issue of We Proceeded On. Lewis
and Clark enthusiasts are familiar
with Dr. Coues's trem end ous contribution to the literat ure concerning th e Expedition and the early
ex plorations of the North America n
West. Serious s tudents of the Lewis
and Clark enterprise will want this
volume in their libraries. Publisher
is University of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1981. Price $28.50.

****
Friends of Found a tio n member
Wilbur Hoffman, Yuba City, California, will be interested to learn
that Howell-North Books, San Diego, CA, h as recently published his
304 page volume, which includes
nearl y 200 illustration s, titled:
Sagas of Old Western Travel and
Transport. Hoffman's book vividly
captures the h a rdships a nd sacrifices of the western pioneer s, a nd he
charts their cross-country course
through ten interesting chapters,
each of which takes up a particular
mode of tra nsport: pack train, wagon, handcar t, stagecoach , windjammer, steamship, steamboat, Pony
Express, railroad and r ailroad construction. Students of western expansion and history will enjoy Wilbur's writing s t yle as h e presents
many untold sagas of the Old West
and of th e m en and women who
crossed, cleared, and settled a forbidding continent after Lewis and
Clark's first crossing.
Wilbur Hoffma n and his wife Ruth
a re regula r attendees at the Foundation's Annual Meetings. Inveterate travelers, they have seen first.hand nearly all of th e west that he
has written about. Now r etired from
a teaching career at the high school
a nd junior college level, wh ere h e
instructed literature, grammar,
writing, and on occasion history, he
is now writing for publication. In
the May 1980 issue of We Proceeded
On (Vol. 6, No. 2), Wilbur provided
an interesting and informa tive
piece concerning "The Gravesite of
the Expedition's Alexander Willard", who resided in California following the Expedition and died in
1865. Willard's gravesite is near the
community of Franklin, California,
near Sacramento, and not far from
the Hoffman's home in Yuba City.
We are all familiar with th e cry: "Go
West, young man!" Wilbur Hoffman's book describes the ways not
only men, but women a nd children
conquered the western part of our
cont in ent. No known p ublish ed
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work, in a single volume, h as so
fully explored the role of t r ansportation in opening and taming the
west.

reation Commission fa cility approximately 10 miles north of Vancouver on the Interstate Fi ve highway.

****

Sa turday evening's banquet speaker was Mr. LeRoy Middleton, whose
topic was " Mapping in the Northwest" . ~ Sunday's event at the beautiful wooded Gee Creeh Rest Area
unv eiled a handsome historical
marker , w hose tex t relates the Expedition's presence in this vicinity
in November 1805, a nd in March
1806, an d m akes reference to th eir
observing snow-capped Mt. St. Helens while in this a rea in 1806.

Foundation m embers have recei ved
recent mailings from the Missouri
Historical Society. T h e earlier mailing announ ced the availability of
the Society's cacheted "First Day of
Issue" commemorative posta l card.
The more recent mailing described
the special activities that took place
on September 22-27, 1981, at the
Missouri Historical Society, commemorating the arrival a nd termin ation, at St. Louis, of the famous
exploring enterprise, 175 years ago
on September 23, 1806.

Washington-Oregon
Annual Symposium
The Eighth Ann ual WashingtonOregon Lewis and Clark Symposium
was hosted this year b y th e Washington State Lewis and Clarh Trail
Com mittee. These popular even ts
for Lewis and Clark enthusiasts are
alternately hosted by the two s tates'
Lewis and Clark Tr ail Committees.
This year's symposium was held
Saturday and S unday, July 11 a nd
12, 1981, in Vancouver , Washington
a nd vicinity. Some fifty individuals
attended a Saturday evening noh ost social h our and banquet at_
Vancouver's popular Thunderbird
Inn at the Quay. 1 On Sund ay, a lavish buffet-brunch attracted a bout
forty Lewis and Clark enthusiasts,
a nd this was followed by a d edication ceremony of a new his torical
marker at the Gee Creek Rest Area,
a Washington State P arks a nd Recl. An nual Meeting 1978 a t tendees will recogn ize this h ostelry as the site of the Foundation's Tenth An nual Meeting.

S pea kers at the dedication ceremony incl uded committee member
Roy Craft, Stevenson , Washington,
who acted as master of ceremonies;
Julia Butl er H an sen, former U.S.
Congresswoman from Washington
State; J ean Norwood, President,
Fort Vancouver Historical Society;
a nd Rich ard Clifton, C hief of Interp retive Services for the Washington
State Parks a nd Recreation Commission. Mrs. Norwood's remarks
provided a brief recapitulation of
th e Expedition 's travel and visit to
t his vicinity, and Dick Clifton rela ted th e Commission's inter est in designing and installing these pertin ent Lewis an d Clark markers
a long the tr a il of the exploring enterprise in Washington State.
2. Mr. Middleton is a Professional Land Surveyor in the States of Was hington, Oregon,
Idaho, and Alaska. A graduate civil engineer,
h e has ser ved as preside nt of several s urveyor's associations, engineering councils, and
local historical societies. In 1976, Middleton
received th e "' La nd Surveyor of the West"
a ward from lhe land Surveyors A ssociation
of Washington. He is also an in str uctor at
the Shoreline Community College, a nd has recent ly been in volved wilh historic research
ser ving as as expert witness for various
Northwest Indi a n R ese r v a t io n bou n dry
claims.

Status Report: New Edition Of The Lewis And
Clark Journals - University of Nebraska Press 1
A number of Foundation members and friends were kind· enough to ask
about the progress of the new edition of the journals at the recent a nnual
meeting in Montana. For those unable to attend I want to report that the
new edition is progressing well. An introduction to the a tla s volume (number
one in the series) is completed and comprises about eighty-five ma nuscript
pages of text which looks at the whole cartographic enterprise of t h e Captains. One hundred and thirty maps will be included in the volume which
consists of a general and four index m aps of the route; five preliminary
maps; a great many route, conjectural, and composite maps; and four postexpeditionary maps. It is our hope that the atlas volume may be r eady at the
time of the n ext annual meeting of t he Foundation.

Gary E. Moulton, Editor
Editor's note: Moulton indicated to the editor tha t he would provide We Proceeded 011 with a
"St atus Report" on the journal project from t ime to time. He advises that his next report will tell
a bout the work bein g done on the journals proper.
1. For additiona l information about the new edition of the Lewis and C la rk Journals see WPO,
Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 17; Vol. 6, No. 2, pp. 9-10; Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 14-16.
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New "Appreciation Award" Certificates
Presented During 1981 Annual Banquet
A new award, designed to con vey to
its recipients the Foundation's a ppreciation for exemplary interest in,
or ser vice to, the work of th e Foundation, was developed during the
past year by the 1980-1981 Awards
Committee.
At t he Foundation's Board of Directors Meeting, August 2, 1981, Colonia l Inn , Helena , Montana , the
Board of Directors approved an
amendment to the Foundation's
Bylaws. Article 8.2 (c) was amended
by add ing a n ew sub-section (3) as
follows:
(3) For th e Appreciation A ward
cer tificate a person or organizatio n , for significant contributions of deed, word, or funds " In
recognition for the gracious s upport given to this F oundation in
its endeavor to preserve and perpetuate the lasting historical
worth of the 1803-1806 Lewis and
Clark Expedition."
No limit is set on th e number of
Appreciation Awards that may
be given in a ny one year, except
that descretion sh a ll be exercised
in the selection of deserving recipients.
The Appreciation Award, a 9" X 12",
framed certificate, has as its background motif a sepia-tone reproduction of the Davenport painting
"Lewis a nd Clark: West to the Pacific" . 1 T he citation on the certificate is the text within the quotation
m a rk s in the amended Bylaw
(ante.).
At this year 's Thirteenth Annual
Banquet, August 5, 1981, Appreciation Awards were presented to the
following:
E.G. "Fren chy" Chuina rd , for his conceiving and obta ining the initia l fi n ancing for the Foundation 's publication We
Proceeded On.
Mitchell Doumit, in recognition fo r his
i nitiating a cam paign with the U .S.
I. T he Davenport painting was presented to
the Foundation in 1980 by the J.N. "Ding"
Darling Foundation, and reproductions of the
painting were a rranged for by Past President
and present Treasurer of th e Foundation,
Claren ce H. Decker. The reproductions were
presented to members of the Founda tion as a
stipend fo r early renewal of their 1981 memberships.

2. The 1980-1981 Awards Committee designated that the awards were d ue t hese recipients for their efforts in planning, conducting,
and participation in t he Foundation 's 12th
Annual Meeting in August 1980. It was dur ing
t he year that the Appreciation Award certificate was desig ned and developed, and for this
reason the certificates were not available for
presentation until this year's (1981) Annual
Meeting.

Pos tal Service for the development of a
commemorative postal issue (a post card)
in recognition of th,e 175th Anniversary
of th e Lewis a nd Clark Expedition.
Mild red Goosman, fo r her orga nization
of the very s uccessful 12th An n ua l Meeting of the F oundati on, August 1980,
Om aha, Nebraska a nd Sio ux Ci ty , Iowa. ~

V. Strode Hinds, for his important part
a nd assistance to Mildred Goosman in
pla nning and conducting the F ounda·
tion's 12th Annual Meeting in 1980.'
ln terNorth Corporation, for preserving
the priceless Maximilian Journals and
Karl Bodmer paintings, which in 18331834 described a nd portrayed classical
impressions of th e upper Missouri River,
firs t explored a nd documented by t he
Lewis and Clark Exped ition in 18041805. A nd for the generous assistance
given to t he 1980 Annual Meeting
Commi ttee in August 1980, in Omaha,
Nebraska, both in funds a nd by the rem arkable technological screeni ngs of
Ka rl Bodmer artwork conducted by InterNorth Corporation's staff member,
H er man M. Steven s as a feature of the
Annual Meeting program. '
Dr. James P. Ronda, for his fine preparation a nd presentation of his Annual
Banquet address: "The Names of the
Nations: Lewis and Clark as Ethnographers" . (See page 12, this issue of We
Proceeded 011.)
Edward Ruisch. The certificate attests
to the Hon orary Lifetime Foundation
Membership conferred by th e Foundation's Board of Directors."
P a t Sain don (Mrs. Bob Saindon), in recognition for the major effort performed
in assisting with the pla nning and cond uct of t he Foundatio n 's 13th Annual
Meeti ng Tour, A ugust 1981, Helen a, Dillon, and Hamilton , Montana.
H a rold " Ha l" Stearns, in recogn ition for
his importan t part in t he interpretation
of Lewis and Clark and Montana history during the Found ation's 13th Annual
Meeting, August 1981 , in Helena a nd a t
Montana's Headwaters State Parli, near
T hree Forks, Montana.
Edrie Lee Vin son, in recognition of
countless hours devoted to the planning,
conduct, and interpretive activity for the
13th Annual Meeting, August 1981, Helena, Dillon, and Hamilton, Montana.

Durin g the 13th Ann ua l Meeting
Tour and the visit to the Beaverhead Museum, August 4, 1981, in
Dillon, Montana, the Appreciation
A ward was presented to:
Elfreda Woodside. The certificate attests
t o the Honorary Lifetime Foundation
3. Edward Ruisch , Sioux Cit y, Iowa, is a long
time Lewis a nd Clark enthusiast (See WPO,
Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 14-15) In June 1970, h e was
one of thirteen founde rs of the Foundation, at
the organizational meeting, St. Louis, Missouri.
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Membership co nferred by t he Foundation 's Board of Directors. Mrs. Woodside,
a historian and Lewis a nd Clark enthusiast, and a resident for many years in
the Beaverhead Valley and southwest
Montana, is a foun der a nd benefactor ,
wi th her late husband, of the local m useum. She was one of th irteen indi viduals who attended the organizational
meeting of t he F oundation in J une 1970,
St. Louis, Missouri.

1982 Annual Meeting
Cont'd from page 4
historic sites on the ea st coast (see
WPO, Vol. 7, No. 3, p. 14). This will
be the first Annual Meeting held
east of the Mississippi River. Anticipation will run high as members
contemplate the opportunity to view
the original manuscript journals
(codices), which are preserved and
protected at the American Philosophical Society, and the Lewis and
Clark Herbarium (plant collection)
at th e Academy of Natural Sciences
(both institutions are in P hiladelphia). Details will be announced in
the February a nd May 1982 issues
of We Proceeded On.

Washington State
Extends Invitation
For 1983 Meeting
A t the August 2, 1981, Board of Directors Meeting, Helena, Montana,
the Washington State Lewis and
Clark Trail Committee proposed
that the 1983 Fifteen th An nual
Meeting be hosted by the Washington Committee, and that the locale
for the meeting be in southeastern
Washington. Headquarters for the
even t would be in the Tri-Citiesi
area. Other events would include
excursion s along the Col um bia an d
Snake Rivers a nd visits to th e Washington State Parks a n d Recreation
Commission 's Sacaj aweai Interpretive Center3 at the confluence of the
Snake and Columbia Rivers, near
Pasco, and Al powai Interpretive
Center·' near Clarkston. Foundation
Director Clifford Imsland, Seattle,
extended the invitation, which was
accepted by the Board of Dir ectors.
Dates and additional details will be
forthcoming.
1. Cities of Pasco, Kennewick, and Richland,
Washington.

2. Readers who question t he severa l spellin gs
of t he Indian woman's name in connection
with this Interpretive Center ar e informed in
hand-out literature distributed to visitors at
the Center that the Park a nd building now
housin g the Center date to 1939 and earlier,
when "Sacajawea" was the accepted spelling.
The recent scholarly research which has developed the preferred spelling a nd pronunciation "Sacagawea", h as led to the use of this
s pelling on the displays, hand-out literature,
a nd in terpretive activities at the Center.
3. See WPO, Vol. 4, No. 3, pp. 1, 5.
4. See WPO, Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 1, 3.
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Permanent Lewis & Clark Display Planned For
Washington State Historical Society Museum
By Clifford Imsland
Clifford Imsland, Seattle, Washington, has just completed a term (1977-1981) as a
Director of the Foundation. 1 A long-time Lewis and Clark enthusiast and member of
the Washington State (Governor"s) Lewis and Clark Trail Committee. Cliff and other
members of the committee have been busy working with the directo r of the Washi ng·
ton State Historical Society a nd museum staff in the pla nn ing of a Lewis and Clark
exhibit.
The State of Washington 's Lewis
and Clark Trail Committee is preparing a very exciting Lewis and
Clark display for permanent installation at the Washington State Historical Society Museum, Tacoma,
Washington.
With the help and cooperation of
Muse um Director, Bruce LeRoy,
plans have been finalized and the
committee and museum staff are
looking forward to completio n and
dedication in the early part of 1982.
Mr. LeRoy was one of the original
Washington State Lewis and Clark
Trail Committee members when it
was established in 1965. He served
for several years, but was forced to
withdraw because of pressing museum responsibilities.
The display will be installed on the
third floor of the museum, opposite
the large meeting hall. One wall of
the display will feature large pictures of Presi dent Thomas Jefferson and Captains Lewis a nd Clark.
There will be a facsimile of the letter
of instructions from President Jeffer.
to Captain Meriwether Lewis~. ,..._ove the pictures will be displayed a large 15-s tar, 15-stripe
American Flag, which was the type
of flag carried by the Expedition.
There will also be a roster of all of
the individuals who assisted or participated in the famo us exploring
en terprise. Adequate interpretive
texts will support a ll of these displays.
On another wall will be a large
Washington State map. In the center of this map will be a smaller
map showing the Expedition's route
through the present-day el even
Trail States. A fairly large sillouette
of the two captains pointing to the
State of Washington will be located
in the upper left hand corner. In the
right center will be a reproduction
of the Lewis and Clark Trail Logo
(high way marker sign). Across the
l. See We Proceeded On, Vol. :.!. No. I. p. 5,
and Vol. 7, No. ~l. p. 16.

2. See: Jackson , Donald (Editor); Letters of
th e Lewis and Clarh Expedition. with Related
Documents. 1783-18.54. University of 111inois
Press, Urbana, 1962, r evised edition 1978,
pages 61-(i6.
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bottom of the map, following the
course of the Columbia and Snake
Rivers, will be pictured points of interest, landmarks, and state parks
along the Lewis and Clark Trail
through the State of Washington.
Ther e wi ll be a supporting text for
this map display.
Another section of the display will
be devoted to the flora a nd fauna
discovered a nd described by t h e
Expedition's journalists. The exploring party was responsible for
naming and describing over 100
anima ls and 178 pla nts. About
twenty animals and a like number
of plants photographed in black
and whi te, with suitable legends,
will make up this section of the display.
A small wall section will be devoted
to a bibliographical display of important books and documents relating to the Expedition. The address
of the Washington State Lewis and
Clark Committee will be promine ntly displayed for individuals wanting additional information.
In th e center of the exhibit will be a
large glass display case. Part of this
display will be permanent; other
materials will be changed periodically, a nd will relate to the exploring party's foods , clothing, tools,
medicines, firearms, peace medals,
and Indian trade goods. Ra re books,
maps, documents, a nd paintings
portraying incidents rel ated to the
Expedition, may on occasion be
part of this display section. Of special interest will be the display of
the Expedition's Sergeant Patrick
Gass:1 artifacts.
The Gass artifacts were on display
at the Museum some fourteen years
ago. They were stolen, later recovered, and have been out of sight in a
safety deposit box since that time.
The committee has been negotiating with the family of the late Owen
Buxton·1 of Auburn, Washington for
3. Patrick Gass was promoted to a Sergeant
for the Expedition on August 21, 1804
(Thwaites, 1:117), following the death of Sergeant Charles Floyd. Elliott Coucs provides a
"Memoir of Patrick Gass" in his History of the
Expedition .... ., see l:xcix-cvi. See also
WPO, Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 16-19.

-21-

several years, and they h ave recently conse nted to loan these items to
the Museum fo r the next four years.
T his disp lay will consist of a smal l
h atc h et used by the Expedition's
ca rpenter and boat builder , Gass.
There is a s mall metal flask, presumably for spiritous liquo rs. The
fam il y has a small wooden razor
box with a slidi ng lid. This is a lleged to h ave been carved by Sacagawea and given to the Sergeant as
a Chris tmas gift. c· Anoth er rare
item is an acco unt book in Gass's
own handwriting. Included in the
disp lay will be the Gass fami ly bible lis ting his descendants, an 1812
ed ition of Sergeant Gass's journal,
and several rare photographs and
portraits of the Sergant and his relati ves.
Hopefully in the future, pertin ent
displays wi ll be developed to give
credi t to th e various Indian tribes
enco un tered by the Lewis and C lark
Expedition a long the Trail. Their
customs, clothing, and other a rtifacts used by the firs t Native Americans will be shown. The committee
is h oping to highlight important
Expedition l andmarks in ot h e r
Trail States. There is no en d of possibilities for further development of
this museum display.
-1. The late Owen Buxto n was a g1·cat grandson uf Sergeant Patrick Cass. Mr. l:luxlo n dil·d
Ma~·:!:!. I n7,; tsee WPO. Vol. l . No. :1. p. p. !lJ.
I1. ThL'l't.' is no duttunentntion in the journals

l'unccrning these items . Nevc;rtlwless . lhl'
icicn ti fin1l iun of t hese Cass artifacts a re said
lo bl' invulvecl wilh direct t'UllVPrtiations between Palrirl< Cass and Buxton fnmih· dt•s·
cendants. who han• h ad po~session ;>f the
items s ince lhe Sergeant's death.

Editor's Note:
We would like to include in eath issue
of WPO. news items detailing c:urrent
or fo rthcoming activities related to
the Lewis and Clark Expedition in
each of th e eleven trail states, or for
t hat matter, a ny act i\·it_,. an.\·where
that would be of interest to mt'mbers
and readl•rs. To al'co mplish t hi::. we
must rely on our Directors. their designa ted report ers, a nd other Lewis
and C l1:1rk enthusiasts. to provide us
with this informat.ion. We wou ld be
plea~ed to hear from ,·ou.

Editor's note: Best laid plans often go astray. Past President Bob Saindon's paper concerning " The Flags of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition" was to be a n oral presentation on th e second day of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting Tour. Had the tour been on
schedule, Bob would have presented his paper at the historical marker ' which is located five miles up Warm Springs C1·eek in the
saddle between Pattee and Kenney2 Creeks, high above the Lemhi Valley. This marker is about seven miles west and slightly north
of Lemhi Pass, where Captain Lewis's advance party first crossed the Continental Divide on August 12, 1805. It was at the location
of this historical m arker th at Lewis (wit h Drouillard, McNeal and Shields) on August 13, 1805, encountered the Shoshoni Indians
and unfurled one of the flags carried by the Expedition. The F9undation's Annual Meeting Tour traversed this area on August 4,
1981.
We Proceeded On is delighted to p1fo t Bob Saindon's scholarly treatise about the exploring par ty's flags. Bob has been a frequent
contributor to We Proceeded On - see his: "The a bduction ofSacagawea", (WP O, Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 6-8); " Th e Lost Vocabularies of
Lewis and Clark", (WP O, Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 4-6); and " The White P irogue of the Lewis and Clark Expedition" (a transcript of a
luncheon address presen ted d uring the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Foundation, Great Falls, Montana , August 1976) published
in WPO, Publication No. l (Supplemen tary Publication) October 1976. Saindon is a lso the editor of t he Valley County Lewis and
Clarh Trail Society's publication "A Squaw! of Wind ".
l. This marker, a project of David Ainsworth . Salmon. Idaho. the J.N . ·'Ding"' Darling Poundalion, a nd t he Bureau of Land Management. was
dedicated on August 13, l976. See We Proceeded On. Vol. :l. No. I., p. L2: a nd Vol. 2. No. 3. p. l l.

2. Kenney Creek is known as Rattlesnake Cl'eek by some local geographers and historia ns.

Symbol of Peace; Sign of Allegiance; Ba nner of Pride

The Flags Of The Lewis and Clark Expedition
By Bob Saindon
"when we had arrived within half a mile of them I directed the party to halt and leaving my pack and rifle I
took the flag which I unfurled and a[d]vanced singly towards them . . . "
Lewis 's journal for August 13, 1805
" . . . I discovered several indians on the top of an eminence . .. who appeared to be lool~ing down at Drewyer
... this was a very unpleasant sight, however I resolved to make the best of our situation and to approach them
in a friendly manner. I directed J . Fields to display the flag which I had brought for that purpose and advanced
slowly towards them . .. "
Lewis's journal for July 26, 1806
After the United States purchased
the Louisiana Territory in April of
1803, 1 t h e western expedition ,
which the U.S. had been planning
since th e previous November,~ took
on a more profound objective.'3 Now
this proposed enterprise, which was
to become known as the "Lewis and
Clark Expedition," would have the
d uty of making peace with a ll the
Indian nations a lon g its trail, a nd
to inform these natives of the newly
acquired sovereignty of the United
States government over th em and
their lands.~
As symbols of their allegiance the
chiefs of these Indian tri bes were to
display United States flags and
wear United States military clothing and medallions. 5 Lewis and
Clark also had with them certificates which they presented to certai n Indians wh ich made t h em
chiefs in the eyes of their "great
chief, " the President of the United
States.Ii
The U.S. was not t he first n ation to
give the Missouri River I nd ians
these symbols of allegiance. Spai n,
France and Engla nd had been presenting them (especially flags and
medallions) for several years before
the U.S. acq uired the Louisiana Ter·
ritory. 7

The Lewis and Clark Expedition
took along United States flags of
three sizes.g It appears that there
was only one of the very large size,
which was used by the Expedition
itself.!' There were a n umber of flags
of th e second size, and at least nin eteen flags of the s mall size.
In February of 1804, while at th eir

Wood Riv er Camp in Illi nois, opposite the mouth of the Missouri River, and three month s before the Expedition got underway , Captain
Lewis purchased $33.00 worth of
"flagg stuff." 10 Twelve days before
they set out, he sent 19 small flags
up from St. Louis to Captain
Clark. 1 1 No doubt the U.S. military
was bringing extra flags into St.
Louis about this time since the United States had only recently begun
to take over that city and the entire
Upper Louisiana Territory.
The arrangement of the stars on the
U.S. flag was not of an establish ed
pattern by 1804. The law si mply
stated that "the flag of th e United
States be fifteen stripes, alternate
red and white; that the Union be fif.
teen stars, white in a blue field." 12
Even though there were seventeen
states by this time, there was no law

(footnotes begin on p. 23)
-22-

established for adding stars to recognize them.' :1 Lewis and Clark
make no mention of any variations
in the pattern of the stars on the
flags they took with them. The only
halfway possible clue seems to be
the little flags drawn by Captain
Clark with the two views of the
keelboat that he s ketched in his
field notes. And those little sketches
add but little information. 1·1

R efer lo r oolnOl<.' 1-1

As was mentioned, several whitemen had been up the Misso uri for
some distance befor e Lewis and
Clark. Th e Captain s knew what
tribes to expect as far as the Man dan villages in present North Dakota. They, therefore, packed presents
for the various Indian chiefs in
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bales so th at the gifts were h a ndy
when th e explor ers met with the
vari ous tribes. 1"
Str an gely th ere was no flag listed
for t he bales t h at were intended fo r
the chiefs of t he Otos and Paw nees,
the first two tribes they wo uld be
meeting. T he b ale for the P onca
chief con tai ned "l F lag of 2c1 sise";
for th e Om ah a chief "l F lag"; fo r
" Ricaras [Arika ras] one Flag"; for
the Ma nd an s a "Flag of 2" size,"
an d still t wo other bales contained
flags of the 3rd size.
It is i nteresting that the bales
packed at Wood River Camp for the
Indian s beyond t he Manda ns did
not contain flag s. Medals and military clot hing wer e i n t h ose bales,
h owever. The cap tain s pr obably
chan ged th eir minds at Mandan,
for we know that they di d take flags

into t he Wes t a nd gave them to certain tri bes.
Alth ough th ere seems to be no fla g
fo r t he Otos in the ba le of merchandise intended for them, we know
that they did i n fact receive flags.
This is evidenced in Lewis's speech
to that tri be, which , in part, reads:
Children. Com missioned and sen t by
t h e g r eat Chief of th e Seventeen
great n ations of America, we have
come to inform you, as we go a lso to
infor m a ll the nations of red men wh o
inh abit the borders of the Missouri,
that a great council was lately held
between this great chief of the Seventeen great nations of America, and
your old fathers the fre nch and Spa·
nia rds ... T hese arrangements being
made, your old fathers ... have gon e
beyon d the g reat lake towards the
rising Sun, from whence they n ever
inten d return ing to visit t heir former
red·children in this quarter; nor will

they, or a ny other nation of white
men, ever again display their flag on
t he troubled waters; beca use the
mouths of all those rivers are in th e
possession of the great Ch ief of t he
Seventeen g reat nations of America,
who will command his war chiefs to
suffer no vessel to pass - but those
which sail under the protection of his
flag, and who acknowledge his Supreme authority ...
He has sent by us, one of his flags, a
medal and some cloathes, such as he
dresses his war chiefs with, which he
di rected should be given to the g reat
chief of the Ottoe nation, to be kept
by him , as a pledge of the sincerity
with which he now offers you the
hand of friendship . ..
Injure not the persons of any traders
who may come among you, neither
destroy nor take their property from
them by fo rce; more partic ularly

(text cond't on page 24)

(footnotesfrompage22 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~)

l. The Louisiana Purchase Treaty was signed
in Paris on April 30, 1803. However, Spain had
not yet surrendered Louisiana to France by
this time. It was not until November 30, 1803,
that t he French received the province from
Spain. On December 20 of that year the U.S.
formally received Lower Louisiana at New Or·
leans - t he F rench fl ag was lowered and then
presen ted to the F rench prefect. The U.S. fl ag
was raised in its place.

Upper Louisiana was still in Spanish hands
at this time. On March 9, 1804, the Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Louisiana officially trans·
ferred that land to France and made the fol·
lowing announcement:
Inhabitants of Upper Louisiana: By
the King's command, I a m about to de·
liver up his post and its dependencies.
The fl ag under which you have been
protected for a period of nearly thirty·
six years is to be withdrawn. F rom t his
moment you a re released from the oath
of fideli ty you took to support it. The
fidelity and courage with which you
have guarded and defended it will never be forgotten.
The follow ing clay the Upper Louisiana Terri·
tory was officially transferred to t he United
States.

2. The earliest mention of plans for t his par·
ticular t ran s·Mississippi expedition seems to
have been in a n early draft of President Jef·
ferson's December 15, 1802, message to Con·
gress. The President had sent copies of this
early draft to his cabinet members. An extant
copy of a response from the Secretary of the
Treasury mention s t he President's proposal.
The plan was withdrawn from the message
and preser.ted as a "secret" message on J anuary 18, 1803. T h e proposal was passed by
Congress on February 28, 1803. T hus, t he
trans·Mississippi expedition was officially
approved with a budget appropriation of
$2500. LETIERS OF THE LEWIS AND
CLARK EXPEDITION WITH RELATED
DOCUMENTS 1783·1854. Donald Jackson,
ed., Urbana, (Second Edition) 1978, 2 Vols.
Vol. I, pp. 10-14. Hereafter referred to as
LETTERS.
3. T he initia l objectives of t his expedition are
spelled out in President Jeffe~son's "secret"
message to Con gress (LETTERS, pp. 10·13).
Compare this with the President's more de·
tailed and auth orative instructions to Captain
Lewis, which are dated after word was re·
cei ved that France had agreed to sell the Loui·
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siana Territory to the United States. (LE1'TERS, Vol. I, pp. 61-66)
4. This is spelled out quite well in Captain
Lewis's speech to the Oto Indian s (LETTERS,
Vol. 1, pp. 203-208) an excerpt of which will be
quoted later.
5. The Lewis a nd Clark Expedition had wit h it
meda llions of th ree sizes which they gave to
the chiefs of the various tribes - the largest
medallion for the main chief and the smaller
medallions for the lesser chiefs. An Indian
took pride in wearing a medallion for it was
proof that h e was looked upon wilh respect by
the whitemen.
Alexan der Hen ry, a contemporary fur trader
wi th t he British owned Northwest Company
visited the Mandans while Lewis and Clark
were on their return from the ocean, an d made
the following s tatement in reference to the
Expedition's giving of medals and flags (Mr.
Henry here refers to th e Hidatsa I ndians who
lived just above the Mandan villages): " In the
year 1804·5, when Captains Lewis and Clark
passed the wi nter near this place, they pre·
sented the people here with Silver medals and
Flags the same as the Mandanes, but they [the
Hidatsa] pretended to say that these orna ·
ments had conveyed bad medicine to them
and th eir chi ldren, for it must be observed
they are exceedingly supersitiious, and there·
fore supposed th ey could not dispose of those
articles better than by giving them to t he
other natives with whom they are frequently
engaged in war, in hope that the ill·luck would
be conveyed to them ... " NEW LIGHT ON
THE HISTORY OF T HE C..tlEATER NORTH·
WEST: T HE MANUSCRIPT JOURNALS OF
ALEXANDER HENRY AND DAVID T HOMP·
SON 1799·1814. Elliott Coues, ed., New York.
1897, 3 Vols. Vol. I, pp. 349-50.
We know fro m Henry's Journal (ibid., pp. 329,
331 & 333) t hat th e Mandan's kept their a lle·
giance to the Americans. When Henry first
saw and was introduced to Chief Black Cat
the chief "instantly retired to his family hut,
and brought out his flag, which was soon flying over the hut in which we were accommodated. This flag was given to him in 1804.·05
[i.e. October 29th, 1804] by Captains Lewis
a nd Clark ... " In the g reat Mandan vjllage
Henry's party also saw a U.S. F lag flying.
This flag belonged to Chief The Big Whi te
(Shehekc). The Big White h ad ordered his flag
hoisted over his hut when he learned of the
British traders a rrl"val, no doubt to inform
them of his people's allegiance to the Americans, or, as Henry put it, "in honor of our arrival."
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6. A large number of these certificates were
taken along on the expedition. They measured
7'h "Xl2 1A". For a more detailed description
see: ORIGIN AL J OURNALS OF THE LEWIS
AND CLARK EXPEDI'I'ION 1804-1806. Reu·
ben G. Thwaites, ed., New York, 1904·1905, 8
Vols. Vol. I , p. 113. H ereafter refe rred to as
ORIGINAL JOURNALS.
7. As an example of the many references to
this practice, I offer only the following quota·
tion from the orders given by the newly organ·
ized Commercial Company to Jean Baptiste
Trudeau, who had been hired to lead I.he com·
pany's first expedition: " He shall take with
him th ree Spanish flags, for three different
nations that he may see; wit h each banner he
shall give a carrot of tobacco; the most beautiful of the banners is intended for the chief of
the Manda nas, with a medal which t he Gov·
ernor sends hi m in order that he may make
strenuous efforts to establish peace with all
neighboring nations a nd to live in friendsh ip
with us." BEFORE LEWIS AND CLARK.
A.P. Nasatir, ed., St. Louis, 1952, 2 Vols. Vol.
I, p 251.
8. ORIGINAL J OURNALS. Vol. VI, pp. 270·
273.
9. There is no explicit reference to the fac t that

there was only one large flag, this conclusion
has been drawn from the manner in which the
journalists refer to "the large flag." Examples
of this are found throughout this paper.
10. ORIGINAL JOURNALS. Vol. Vl, p. 269.
11. LETI'ERS. Vol. I, p. 177.
12. This law was enacted in 1795.
13. It was n ot until 1818 that a law was established stating that the U.S. flag would have
thirteen stripes to r epresen t the 13 original
states, and a new star would be added on the
July 4 following th e admission of a new state
into the Uruon.

14. This flag drawn by Captain Clark repres·
ents the U.S. flag as having the union across
the top of the flag with the fifteen stripes below. It appears also that Captain Clark might
have attempted to represen t the stars as being
a rranged in a ci rcle. FIELD NOTES OF
CAPTAIN WILLIAM CL ARK 1803-1805.
Ernest Staples Osgood , ed., Yale, 1964. pp. 22
& 204.
15. ORIGINAL JOURNALS. Vol. VI. pp. 270·
279.

those traders who visit you un der the
protection of your great fathers f1ag.
Do not obstruct the passage of any
boat, pirogue, or oth er vessel , which
may be ascending or decend ing the
Missouri River, more especially such
as may be under cover of your great
fathers fl ag neither injure any red or
white man on board such vessels as
may possess the flag, for by t hat signa l you may know them to be good
men. and that they do not intend to
injure you; they a re therefore to be
treated as frie nds, a nd as t he common children of one g reat father, (the
g reat chief of the Seventeen g reat nation of America ...
If your great Chief wish es to see yo ur
great father a nd spea k with him, he
can readi ly do so .. . I n order t hat t he
Commandant at St. Louis, as well as
your g reat father, a nd a ll his chiefs
may know you, you m ust take with
you, the fl ag, the medal a nd this paro le w h ich we n ow send yo u ...
Whomever you send to your great father must carry t h e flag and this parole. in o rder t ha t your gr eat fa ther
a n d hi s chiefs may know that t hey
h ave come to see them by our in vitation . Send by t hem also a ll the fla gs
a nd med a ls which you may have recei ved fro m yo ur old fath ers th e
Fren ch a nd S pa ni ards, or from an y
other n a tio n wh a tever, your father
will give you new fl ags and new meda ls of his o wn in exch a nge for those
which you send him .'H

The principal chief of the Otos was
absent when Lewis a nd Cla rk counciled with th at tribe on Aug ust 3,
1804, a nd Clar k wrote: "The principa l Chief fo r the Nation being a bsent, we Sen t him the Speech fl a g
meada l & Som e Cloathes." 17
E ig h t d ays late r , n ear present
O ma ha, th e expedition rea ched the
site "where th e Ma h ars [Oma ha's]
King Black Bird was buried," a nd
on an eight foo t pole, tha t someone
h ad pla nted on his burial mound
they fi xed "a white flag bound with
r ed Blue & white." 18
T his was a prominent a nd popular
point. More th a n likely they wanted
all passers-by to know that this was
now United States property.
Two days later, Augus t 13, 1804, the
captains sen t fo ur m en t o th e
Oma ha In dian village "with a flag
& some Tobacco to in vite the Nation to See & ta lk with . . . " them
th e next day.19
While a mong the Yankton Sioux,
near present Ya nk ton , South Da kota, Lewis and Clark counciled "under a n Oak Tree n ear wh ere . _ .
[they] h a d a flag flying on a high

fl agstaff." And to th e grand chief of
this nation they gave a flag.211
On August 31st, Mr. P ierre Dorion,
a tr ader/ interpreter who was met descendi ng the Missouri Ri ver, an d
hired by the expedition for a time,
was given "a Commission to act
wi th a fl ag and some Cloath es and
P rovisions & instructions to bring
a bout a peace with the Seiou x, Mah ar s, Panies [Pawnees], P oncaries
[P oncas], Ottoes & Missouries ... " 21
On September 25th th e explorers set
up a place on a sandbar· to meet
with th e Teton Sioux. They raised a
fl ag s taff and made a n awning fo r
sh ade.2 2 Although it is n ot mentioned in th e Journals, it is a pparent
that Lewis and Clark gave a flag
with som e other articles to the Teton chiefs wh o vi sited with them a t
that place. The next day, when Captain Clark a pproached the "Council
House" of these Indian s he noticed
that it h ad been prepared for council. He wrote: " the h ouse fo rmed a 3/i
Circle of Skins Well Dressed and
s ·own together under this Shelter
about 70 Men Set forming a Circle
in front of the cheifs a plac[e] of 6
feet Diam eter was Clear and the
pipe of peace raised on forked Sticks
a bout 6 or 8 inches from the ground
under which ther e was s wans down
scattered[.] on each Side of this Circle two Pipes, t he [two] flags of
Spai n ... & th e Flag we gave th em
in front of the Grand Chief .. .
wh en th e Princi pal Chief Spoke
with the Pipe of Peace he took in
one h a nd some of the most Delicate
parts of th e Dog which was prepar ed fo r the fiest & ma de a Sacr efise to the flag." 2 :1
On September 28, after s ome friction bet ween the explorer s and th e
Teton Sioux, Clark wrote: " we Sent
by him [i.e. the son of the Chief] a
ta lk to the na tion Stateing the cause
of our hoisting the red fla g under
th e white, [on our keel boa t.] if they
wer e fo r peace Stay at home & do as
we h a d Directed them , if they were
for war or were Deturmined to stop
us we were ready to defend our
Selves." 24
U pon arrivi ng at the Ma ndan villa ges in la te October the explorers
called together the Ma ndan a nd
Minnetar ee chiefs for a council.
Captain Cla rk wr ote: "after the
Coun cil we gave the presents with
much serimon y, and put the Meadels on the Chiefs we intended to
ma de vi z. on e fo r each Town to

whome we gave coats ha t s &
flags . . ." More presents, including
flags, wer e sent to other chiefs wh o
wer e not at the council.25
On November 28, Lewis a nd Clark
impressed upon the Ma ndan ch iefs
t he importance of no longer accepti ng a ny flags but th at of the United
States government. Clar k wro te:
"we had Some li tt le talk on the Su bject of the British Tr ader M. Le rock
[Francois An toine Larocque] Givei ng meadals and F lags, and told
those Ch iefs to impress it on the
minds of th eir nations that th ose
simbiles were n ot to be received by
any from t h em, wit h out th ey
wish ed to incur th e displeasure of
their Great American Father."2fi
The next day the captains gave a
similar order to this employee of the
Bri tish owned Northwest Company. Clark wrote: " Mr. La Rock
and one of his men Came to visit us,
we informed him what we ha d herd
of his intentions of m akeing Chiefs
&c. and for bid him to give Meadels
or flags to th e I ndian s."2•
On Chr is tmas day, 1804, the men
were permitted to fire the three
"cannons" at the raising of the
flag.2s
On J uly 23, n ear presen t Ea st Helena, Montana the explorer s thought
they were soon to see the Indians
sin ce th ey had been seeing fresh
sig ns for th e past few days. Captain Lewis wrote: " I ordered the can oes to hoist their small flags in
order th at should the indians see us
they mig ht discover th at we wer e
not Indians, nor their enemies."
Si nce leavi ng their Ft. Ma ndan encampmen t on April 7, 1805, a nd
travelling some 1400 miles (by their
estimation) 29 above the Little Missouri River in pr esent North Dakota, the explorers finally met with a n
Indian . They h ad r eached what is
today th e south-western corn er of
Montan a. It was Aug ust 11 , 1805.
Having a great desire to council
with this Sh osh one a nd h is people,
Captain Lewis did all h e co uld to
convince the wary native th at he
had come in peace. Lewis wrote:
"after meeting wi th the Indian today I fi xed a s m a ll flag of the U' .S.
to a pole which I made [Private]
McNeal carry. and planted in the
ground wh ere we h alted or en (cont'd on facing p age)
25. ibid., p . 211.

26. ibid., p. 228.

20. ibid., p . 129.

21. ibid. , p. 131.

27. ibid.

16. LETIERS. Vol. I, pp. 203-208.

22. ibid., p, 164.

23. ibid., p. 167.

28. ORIGINAL J OURNALS. Vol. I, p . 240.

17. ORIGINAL JOURNALS. Vol. I, p. 97.
18. ibid .• Vol. I, p. 106

24 . ibid., p. 171. i.e. the top (white) flag showed
that the explorers preferred peace, a nd the red
flag below represented that they were willing
to fight if the Tetons wanted war.

19. ibid., p. 109.
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29. Lewis and Clark kept daily records of the
distances that they covered. These were estimated distances and according to modern
measurements were somewhat long.
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camped.":lll This meeting a ttempt
was un s uccessful.
The next day, A ugust 12, 1805, Lewis and the three men with him were
the first to ca rry the United States
flag over the Continenta l Divide.
They crossed a t what is known tod a y as Lemhi P ass.
On the followin g day they s aw two
Shoshone women , a man and some
dogs in the dista nce. Lewis's J ournal reads: " wh en we h a d arrived
within half a mile of them I directed
the p a rty to h a lt and leaving m y
pac k a nd rifle I took the fla g which
I unfurled and a dvanced singly towards them ... ":11
The captain was s uccess ful in pers ua ding thes e Indians t o lead him
to their camp. He wrote: " we had
marched about 2 miles when we met
a pa rty of about 60 warriors mounted on excellen t h orses wh o came in
n early full speed , when they arrived
I adv a nced tow a rds them with the
flag leaving m y gun with the party
about 50 paces b ehind m e." " ~
Lewis s mok ed th e pipe with th ese
Indians in the Shoshone manner.
He learned that their main chief
was Ca-me-a h- wait, a nd he ex plained: " I g a ve him the fl ag which
I informed him w as a n e mble m of
pea ce a mong whitemen a nd now
th a t it had b een received b y him it
was to be res pected as the bond of
union between us .":1:1
Captain Clar k a nd the g reater pa rt
of the exploring party h ad not yet
re ach ed Capta in Lewis a nd t h e
Shoshones b y Aug ust 16. The India ns b eca me s uspicious of Captain
Le wis a nd th ought that p erha ps the
others who were coming were en emies a nd that they wer e being led
into a n a mbus h . The chief bega n
dressing Captain Lewis a nd his
three companions with India n clothing. Lewis understood that t his
wa s b eing don e to disguise them as
Shoshones in case it was the en em y
th a t was to come. Lewis in turn put
his h a t on the chief. He wrote: "we
n ow set out a nd rode bris kly . . .
ma king one of the Indians car ry the
flag that ou r own p a r ty should
know wh o we were. "34

head chief a flag also th e 2nd chief
one." :l5 The n ext d ay Pri vate Whitehouse wrote: " A clear pleasant
mornin g . we h oisted the large
flag.":rn
The same event is recorded on September 5th, after they had reached
the Flathead nation. The Journals
r ead: "We hoisted our large fla g this
morning" :i 7 and held a Council with
the India ns. " Gave 4 of their princip al men meddles m ad e the m chiefs
gave each of the m a shirt and a
nom ber of other articles a lso 2 flags
&c." :is
On th e 23rd of that month , t hey
were among the Nez Perce in present Ida ho where they "Traded with
the India ns, made 3 chiefs a nd gave
them m eadles & tobacco & Handkerc hif & knives, one a flag & left a
Flag & handkerchif for the great
chief[Broken Arm] when h e returns
from War." 39 Pri vate Whitehouse
said tha t these Indians " hois ted " 411
their flag.
The Le wis and Cla rk Expedition
r ea ch ed the P aci fic Ocean in N ovember of 1805. By March 16, 1806,
seven da ys b efore they we re to
begin their homewa rd journey, their
stock of tra ding merchandize was
n early de pleted , even th eir la r ge
flag h ad been ma de into r obes.
Lewis wrote: " t wo handker chiefs
would now contain a ll the sm all articles of m ercha ndi ze which we possess; th e bal ance of th e s tock consists of 6 blue robes one sca rlet .. .
[robe] one uniform a rtillerist's coat
a nd h a t , fi ve robes m a de of our
la rge fla g , a nd a few old cloathes
trimed with ribbon ." 4 1
In Ma y of 1806, Captain Lewis
traded horses with a N ez P erce India n c hief who h ad been of great
ser vice to the p a r ty, "and gave him
a small flag with which h e was
much g ra tifyed. " ·1 ~
On May 10, the pa rty hea ded fo r the
village of Broke n Arm, the grand
c hief of the Nez Per ce, to whom they
had l eft a fl ag the pre vious fall.
They found that "this flag was now
dis played on a staff pl a ced at no
grea t d is t a n ce from the l odge. underneath the fl ag the Chief met ...
Capt. C[la rk] .. ." 43

plorers were making r eady to co uncil a g ain with the Nez Perce, th ey
g a ve th e fo ur principal chi efs " a
s mall fla g ." H
It happen ed that Le wis and Cla rk
a lso gave a U nited States flag to the
Cayuse Indians calling it a flag of
pe ace. As a re sult o f this the
Cayuse, who had long been ene mies
of th e Shos hones, later p lanted the
fla g at a trading rendezvous a nd
made a pe rmanent pea ce with th ose
Indians.-1"
The two captains sepa rated n ear
present Lolo (nea r Mis soula). Mont a na, each ta king a detachment to
investiga te new lands. Capta in
Lewis and his party headed for the
Marias Ri ver to s ee if th a t trib uta ry
of the Missouri would reach far
enough n orth to satisfy the n orthern bounda ry agreeme nt of the 1783
P a ris Treat y between the U.S. a nd
Great Britain.4 "
While on the Marias, Captain Lewis
s aw a p a rty of eight Indians in the
distance. He wrote: " I directed [Private] J[oseph] Fields to display the
fla g which I had brought for the
purpose a nd advanced sl owly towa rd th em ." Afte r a pproac hin g
these India n s h e said, " I asked i f
there was a n y chief a mong them
a nd they P oi nted out 3. I did n ot believe the m however I thoug h t it best
to plea se the m a nd gave on e a
m edal to a second a fla g a nd to t h e
t hird a h a ndkerch ief, with which
t hey appear ed well satisfyed." 17
Th e n ext morning these India ns
tried to steal the guns a nd horses of
Lewis's pa rty. A b a ttle e ns ued ,
(con t i nued on pag e 2 6)
44. ibid .. p. 2()

45. HIST ORY O F TH E EXPEDITION U N·
DER T H E COMMAN D O F LEWIS AN D
C LARK. Elliott Cuues, ed., New York. 1893. 4
Vols. (Re pr in t Dover. 1965, ::l Vols.) Vol. 111, p.
1038: "The narrative of Comma nder C harles
Wilkes, U.S.N. of the U.S. Expl. Exped. l V, p.
395. s peaks of an old man who took a flag.
g i uen by L. and C. tu I he Cay use. to t he
Grande Ronde Irendezvous I, a nd ha d it pla nted ther e by a par ty of Cyus es a nd Wa llawal·
las, wi th the res ult of a permanent peace with
l he S hoshones.'·

31. ibid., p. 338.

41. ibid., Vol. IV, p. 173.

32. ibid.. p. 339.

42. ibid., p. 363.

46. The 1783 Trea ty of Pa ris. which ended the
Am erican Revolution , stated t hat the north·
western boun d a ry of the Northwes t Territ ory
(i.e. the Old Northwest Territory) would be de·
termined by a line dra wn from the northwest·
e rn-most poin t of Lake of the Woods (49° 37'
N.) t o lhe Mississippi River. It was la ter discover ed th a l th e Mis sissippi River did not
reach fa r enough north to satisfy t ha t a r ticle
of the 'fr ca ly. A fter the Louis ia n a Purchase
was finalized, one of th e pur poses of th e Lewis
a n d Clark E xpedi tion was to find a tributary
of the Missouri River tha t would s a t isfy this
twenty-year-old t r eaty . Capta in Lewi s found
that Maria s Ri ver did not reach far enough
nor t h a nd conseq ue ntly h e n a m ed his last
camp on t h a t r iver "Camp Disappoin t ment."

43. ibid., Vol. V, p. 14.

47. Origina l Journa ls. Vol. V, p. 22 1.

The t wo parties finally m et without
incident.

On th e 12th of May, when the ex-

On A ug us t 27, while among a band
of Shoshone, "Capt Lewis Gave the

35. ibid.. Vol. VII, p. 143.

30. ORI GINALS JOU RN ALS. Vol. n, p. 332.
It was most import a n t th a t lhe expedition
council with the S hosh ones in or der to ba r ter
for horses, which would be needed for crossing
the m ountains to reach lhe ocean.

37. ibid., p. 150.

33. ibid .• p. 340.

34. ibid., p. 356.
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36. ibid., p . 144.
38. ibid.
39. ibid., Vol. III, p. 85.
40. ibid. , Vol. VII, p. 162.
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(cont'd from page 25)
which left two of the Indians dead
and the rest fleeing . Lewis wrote
that "they left all of their baggage
at our mercy. they had but 2 guns
and one of them they left the others
were armed with bows and arrows
and eyedaggs. the gun we took with
us . I also retook the flagg but left
the medal about the neck of the
dead man that they might be informed who we were." 4 8
Captain Clark and his party went
southeast to the Yellowstone River
to explore that Missouri River tributary to its mouth. At Ross's Hole in
present Montana, Clark and his
party were crossing a river on
horses when the baggage containing the flags got wet. 49 However, as
it turned out those flags would not
be needed anyway.
Clark had prepared a speech for the
Indians he hoped to meet along the
Yellowstone River. In part that
speech said: "Children Your Great
father the Cheif of all the white
people has derected me to inform
his red children to be at peace with
each other, a nd with the white people who may come into your country
under the protection of the Flag of
your great father .. . those people
who may visit you under the protection of that flag are good people and
will do you no harm." 011 No Indians
were contacted along the Yellowstone River.
After reuniting with Captain Lewis
and arriving back at the Mandan
villages, Captain Clark "walked
down to the village to see the little
crow and know when he would b e
ready" to leave with them to the
United States. He took with him a
flag intending to give it to Little
Crow to leave at his lodge. But to
Clark's astonishment Little Crow
declined the offer to accompany the
expedition. The reason, Clark
found , was because of a jealousy between this Indian and the principal
chief. Little Crow even refused the
flag.51

er was still standing when the explorers passed by that place.53
The expedition finally reached St.
Louis on September 23, 1806. A 28month, 8000-mile journey was completed. The explorers had served
their country well.
And, as we have seen, the United
States flag played an important role
as a present and symbol of allegiance for the natives, as a sign of
the expedition's peaceful mission,
as an instrument of peace between
tribes, as an item of barter, and as
an item of material for clothing. But
foremost it served as the proud
banner und e r which the N e w
World's grandest exploring party
penetrated the unknown wilderness
of the trans-Mississippi West.
53. ibid .. p. 372.

"L. & C. Advisory
Council" Activity
Mr. J. L. Dunning, Regional Director of the Midwest Region of the National Park Service, and who also
serves as Chairman of the Advisory
Council for the Lewis and Clarl?National Historic Trail study, has
announced that:
"The recent poll of Advisory Council Committee members regarding
the resolution s passed at the recent
Omaha, Nebraska, and Portland,
Oregon, meetings of the Council, resulted in the adoption of four resolutions. All were passed by at least a
two to one margin."

These four resolutions, which have
been forwarded to the Director of
the Nati on al Park Service, Russell
E. Dickenson, are as follows:
I. RESOLVED, that the Lewis and
C lark National Historic Trail marker
proposed by the National Park Service, showing in buckskin brown the
figures of Lewis and Clark curren tly
used on the highway signs, be adopted as the official registered marker of
t he Lewis and Clark National His toric Trail.
II. Resolved , that the National Park
Service pursue having the Secretary
of the Interior, or alternately the
Chairman of the Lewis and C lark
National Historic Trail Advisory
Council, send a letter to the Governors of the states that do not have
active committees requesting that
they establish, reestablish, or designate State Lewis and Clark Trail
Committees or other appropriate organizations to promote and coordinate the development and use of the
Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail.
III. Resolved, that the National Park
Service take the proper steps to have
the National Trails System Act
amended to state that the western
terminus of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail be " the Pacific
Ocean at the mouth of the Columbia
River."
I V. Resolved that the Council go on
record recommending all maps showing Tillamook Head, Oregon, have
underneath the notation in parenthesis Clarks Mou.ntain and Point of
View.

Pursu ant to Resolution II, Mr.
Dunning directed letters to the Governors of the eight Trail States that
do not have Lewis and Clark Trail
Committees, suggesting that such
committees be appointed. In his let(continued on page 27)

~

After finally leaving the Mandans
and arriving at the Arikaras, Lewis
and Clark were told by the Indian
whom they had given a flag and
medal on their way up the river,
that "the Grey eyes was a greater
Chief than himself and that he had
given all his pretentions with the
Flag and Medal to the Grey eyes." 52
The flag staff used when counciling
with the Yanktons, two years earli48. ibid., p. 225.
49. ibid., p. 248.

50. ibid., p. 301.

51. ibid., p. 343.

52. ibid., p. 351.
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Photograph by Bev Hinds

Assistant Postmaster General Gordon C. Morison (left) presented Fou.ndation President V. Strode Hinds with a special mounted display of the Lewis and Clark commemorative postal card. First day of issue ceremonies were held at the Missouri
Historical Society, St. Lou.is, Missou.ri, September 23, I 981. See illustration and story
on facing page.
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ter to the Trail State Governors, Mr.
Dunning wrote:
I believe this same approach [referring to the State Committees which
existed at the time of the 1964-1965
Federal Lewis and C lark Trail Commission] would be a most effective
way to coordinate implementation
and development of the Trail. The
National Trails System Act assigns
overall responsibility for administering the Trail to the Department of the
Interior, but it also envisions that the
task of developing and maintaining
the interpetive and public use opport unities will require the active involvement of many levels of public
and private interests. It is appropriate for the states to play a key role
in coordinating these interests
t hrough State Lewis and Clark Trail
Committees or other similar organizations.

these dams were apparently designated by the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers, and have minimal historical
significance when contrasted with
names related to principals of t he
Lewis and Clark en terprise; now
therefore,
BE IT RE SOLVED, that the Lewis
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc., (which also is represented
on the Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail Advisory Council), together with the Lewis and Clark
Trail Committees of the states of
Washing ton and Oregon respectfully
request that proper authorities
change the names of th e dams on the
lower Snake River as follows:
a) That Lower Granite Dam be re-

named t he President Thomas Jefferson Dam; and
b) Proceeding down-stream, the dam
now called the Little Goose Dam, be
renamed the Captain Meriwether
Lewis Dam; and
c) That the next down-stream dam,
now called the Lower Monumental
Dam, be renamed the Captain William Clark Dam; and
d) That t he fourth down-stream dam,
now called the Ice Harbor Dam, be
renamed the Sergeant Patrick Gass
Dam.
Approved in principle at the Lewis
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation's Board of Director's meeting,
August 4, 1981, Hamilton, Montana.

Mr. Dunning' s letter will also be
most helpful to the objectives of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation, Inc., by stimulating
activity among all of the states
a long the Trail.

Resolution Supports
L. & C. Nam es For
Snake River Dams
Earlier this year the Washington
State Lewis and Clark Trail Committee initiated a proposal for the
renaming of the four U.S. Corps of
Army Engineers multipurpose 1
dams on the lower Snake River in
southeast Washington State. T h e
suggestion is that the present nomenclature be replaced with names
that ·are related to the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.
In accord with this proposal, and
taking note that both the Washington and Oregon Lewis and Cl a rk
Trail Committees had is3ued resolutions to this effect, the Foundation,
at an August 4, 1981 Board of Directors meeting, Hamilton, Montana,
passed a resolution supporting such
action. In addition to an explanatory preamble, the resolution in its
preliminary draft form, reads in effect as follows: .. . ..
WHEREAS, of the many dams constructed on the Missouri-Columbia
water route of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, none have been named
for Expedition principals; and,
WHEREAS, there exists a series of
dams on the lower Snake River in
south eastern Washington State, located on the exact route th at the Expedition journeyed on this river in
October 1805; and,
WHEREAS, the current names of
1. Flood Control, Irrigation, Recreation, N av-

igation, and Hydroelectric Power Development.
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Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1806
COPYRIGHi 198\ U.S POSTAL SERVICE

Illustrated above is an enlarged, black and white reproduction of the philatelic design
for the twelve-cent commemorative post card placed on sale at St. Louis, Missouri Post
Offices and at a Special Postal Station at the Missouri Historical Society (Jefferson
Memorial Building, Forest Park) in St. Louis, on September 23, 1981.
Ho noring the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and specifically the 175th anniversary of
the exploring party's safe arrival' at St. Louis on September 23, 1806, the commemorative post card was placed on sale at all other United States Post Offices on September 24, 1981.
The above artwork appears on the post card in multicolor by the offset-press process.
Artist David Blossom, Weston, Connecticut, developed the design for the Postal Service. This is the eighth post card designed by Blossom, and in 1977 he was the designer
fo r the thirteen-cent commemorative adhesive stamp "Drafting the Articles of Confederation ".
Foundation Past President (1978-1979) Mitchell Doumit first introduced a request to
the Citizens' Advisory Committee, U.S. Postal Service to consider a stamp, or stamps,
to commemorate the 175th anniversary of the Expedition's activities in 1804, 1805,
and 1806. Subsequent Foundation Presidents, Bob Saindon (1979-1980) and Irving
Anderson (1980-1981 ), together with letters to the Advisory Committee from Foundation members, kept this interest alive. At the Foundation's Twelfth Annual Meeting,
Omaha, Nebraska, August 1980, a resolution developed by the Foundation's Board of
Directors and membership, continued to suggest that, because of its historical importance, a postal issue should commemorate, in 1981, the successful completion of the
famous Expedition. Late in 1980, the Advisory Committee took favorable action and
approved the issue of the twelve-cent post·c ard described above.
Early designs for the post card were fortunately discussed with Past President Anderson, and revealed that the explorers were to be depicted arriving' at St. Louis in
birch-bark canoes with the Indian woman, Sacagawea, pictured on the shoreline.
Following this discussion, both of these historical inexactitudes were not portrayed in
the final artwork.
1. The use of the verbage arrival" and "arriving" in lie u of "return" and ('returningn is an
exactitude. The Expedition actually originated at Wood River (the exploring party's "Camp
Wood"), Illinois, and terminated in St. Louis.
11
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Anecdote - From The
Journals and Literature
About The Expedition
In a letter to the public, written
March 14, 1807, a nd publis hed in the
M arch 18, 1807, National Intelligencer, Meri weth er Lewis charged
that h e h ad " . .. b een informed tha t
ther e were several un a uthorised and
prob a b l y so me s purio us publication s now prepari ng for the press, on
the s ubject of my l ate tour to the Pacific Ocean." Lewis explai ned further that "I have considered it a duty
which I owe the public, as well as
m yself to put them on their guard
with respect to s uch publications,
lest from the practice of such impositions they may be taught to depreciate the worth of the work wh ich I
a m m yself preparing for publication
"I

Undoubtedly Lewis had information th a t the journal of Sergeant Patrick Gass was being prepared for
the press, and on March 23, 1807,
"The P a trick Gass Prospectus" appeared in the Pittsburgh Gazette
a nd other newspapers. 2
Lewis's letter so provoked David
McKeeh an, who w as th e editor or
paraphraser of the Gass journa l,
that M cKeeh an's l etter of April 7,
1807, appeared in the April 14, 1807
issue of t h e Gazette. a It is a v icious and sting i ng rebuttal to
Lewis's earlier letter and it occupied
all of page 2 in the Gazette. In the
J un e 16, 1807 issu e of t he same
n ewspaper, McKeehan included a
n otice that the Gass journal would
b e availabl e for sale later in the
month. Still s martin g from Lewis's
letter, h is notice included the statem ent: " It is n ot clearly ascertained
h ow far the illiberal and indeli cate
n otice of Captain Lewis h as b een injurious ... " 4
If Lewis's letter was indelicate, we
should turn to Paul C utright's analof the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, with Related
Documents, Univ. of lllinios Press, Urbana,
1962. Second (enlarged) edition 1978. Page 385.

l. J ackson , Donald (Editor); Letters

2. Ibid.. pp. 390-391.

3. Ibid., pp. 399-407.
4. Ibid., p. 407, n. 2.

ysis of wh at was con tained in McKeehan 's published letter. Cutright
writes:
·
" From beginning to end, and looked
at from a n y angle, McKeehan 's letter was injudicious, intemperate,
even vicious. And it was ma de even
worse by t h e circumstance that, by
openly exposing it in the Pitts burgh
Gazette, h e was obviously addressing it to the public, though ostensibly to Lewis.
" To his credit, Lewis made no reply.
At a n early age, while still residin g
on his Albemarle County farm in
Virginia, h e doubtless had learned
th a t if you fool around with a jackass you are likely to get kicked." 5
For t h ose of us wh o love Dr. Cutright
a nd know him personally, we can
almost see the " twinkle in his eye"
as h e wrote t his paragraph.
5. Cutright, Paul Russell; A History of the
Lewis and Clark Journals , Univ. of Oklah oma
Press, Norman, 1976. Page 27.

Canadians Plan Study
Of Mackenzie's Trail
A proposal by the Nature Conservancy of Canada is under consideration to develop a "N a tion a l Historic Trail" b etween Quesnel a nd Bella
Coola, Britis h Columbia, a long the
ancient native trade r outes tr aveled
by fur trader Alexander Mackenzie.
Both Canadian Federal and British
Columbia governmen t fu nds are
sought, togeth er with a four year
agr eemen t to study this segment of
Mackenzi e's 1793 epic-m ak ing
journey. This trail h as b een used for
countless years, even prior to Mack en zie's journey, b y coastal Indians
to transpor t tra de goods to their interior brethren. The trail is most
often referred to as the "Alexander
Mackenzie Gr ease Trail" after the
explorer and the candlefish oil, 1 one
1. Highly prized, candlefish oil is a solid a t
ordinary temperatures and does not turn rancid. It was used as a preservative for berries,
meats and medicine, and the grease was carried over the trail in cedar boxes. This product
derived from the "eulachon" or smelt, a small
fish which every spring during its spawning
runs frequents many coastal waterways, was
an i mportant source of food for the Indians as
well as for its oil. The name relates to the use
of the dried fish when it was burned as a candle.

of the major trade i tems carri ed
over the trail by the Indians. The
trail covers some 250 miles (400 kilometers) from the Frazer River
nort h of Quesnel, westwar d acr oss
the Inte r ior Plateau, through
Tweedsm uir P r ovi ncial Park , to
Bella Coola.
The general objectives of the proposed agreement a r e to .identify,
preserve, interpret , a n d develop the
natural, historical, archaeological
and scenic heritage resources along
the tra il.
In a ietter to the editor of We Proceeded On Mr. John Woodworth,
Ch airman of The Nature Conservancy of Canada, has s uggested that
" ... it might be fun to have an occasional dial ogue through your
publication [WPO] regarding our
Canadian efforts to reestablish the
Alexander Mackenzie Trail. Your
organization ' s stu dy and work
a long the Lewis and Clark Trail
will b e i nval uabl e to our devel opment, I'm sure." John Woodworth
continues to say t h a t " I h ave been
much intrig ued, for example, by th e
fact that the Canadian Sites and
Monument Board plaque at t h e
Mack en zie Rock, 2 i nstalled i n 1926,
ta kes the trouble (in cast bronze) to
state that Mackenzie got to the Pacific ahead of Lewis and Cl a rk.3
Material sent to the editor has b een
forwarded to Foundation President
V. Strode Hinds, with the suggestion that he consider the appointment of a liaison committee to work
with, and make available to the
Canadian gro up, in formation n ow
in printed form, which is th e result
of th e several Lewi s a n d Clark Trail
Studies made by United State's government agencies in recent year s.
Mr. Woodworth h as been asked to
ser ve as t h e Coordinatin g Secretary
for the fo ur year agreement. If the
agreement is signed, funds made
avail able, and the project implemented, he indicates th at he will
accept this responsibility.
2. Located on Dean Channel (Dean River)
about 30 miles west and north of Bella Coola,
British Columbia.

3. Twelve years prior to the Lewis a nd Clark
Expedition' s arrival at the Pacific Ocean and
the estua ry of t he Columbia River.

WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals .of the Expedition: "this mo ming we set out early and proceeded on ... "
Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805.

"... wind from the S. W. we proceeded on ... until 6 oClcck .. . "
". . . the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on ... "
"We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes .. . "
'We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S. Side. .. "
". . . clouded up . . . We proceeded on under a fine breeze . .. "
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Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805.
Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1800.
Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806.
Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1004.
Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805.
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