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Letters 

Lisette Charhonneau's fate; Cape Disappointment 
A recent search I made of parish death 
records at St. Louis's O ld Cathedral has 
turned up two items related to the family 
of Touissant Charbonneau. 

One item concerns the fate of Lisette 
Charbonneau, his daughter by Sacagawea 
and the sister of Jean-Baptiste ("Pomp"). 
We have known for some time that Lisette 
was born in 1811, that she was still an 
infant when Sacagawea died, and that she 
was later adopted by William Clark. The 
item, recorded in French under the index 
line "Lisette, Sauvagess," translates, "The 
year of J.C. CTesus Christ] 1832 and the 
16th of June I gave ecclesiastic burial to 
Lisette, female savage of the nation of 
snakes, aged twenty one years, adminis
tered the sacraments decided yesterday." 
The name Lisette, her designation as a 
"snake" (Shoshone), and the inferred 
birth year of 1811 all point to the near 
certainty that this woman was the daugh
ter of Charbonneau and Sacagawea. 

The other item is more ambiguous. 
Found under the index line "Burial of a 
Sauvegess of the Snake Nation," it trans
lates, "The 30th of August 1813 by us 
assigned to holy burial in the cemetery 
of the parish of St. Louis the body of a 
young female savage of the nation of ser
pents [snakes] belonging t o Mr. 
Charbea\.meau aged one year." This item 
appears to show that Lisette had either a 
twin or (more likely) a half-sister, since 
Charbonneau was also married to a Shos
hone named Otter Woman. 

Sacagawea died at Fort Manuel, on the 
upper Missouri, in December 1812. The 
fort's clerk, John Luttig, brought Lisette 
back to St. Louis in May 1813. It is pos
sible that he brought this other infant girl, 
too, although there is no record to con
firm this. 

ROBERT ]. MOORE, J R. 

Historian, Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Cape Disappointment 

I enjoyed David L Nicandri's article 
"The Illusion of Cape Disappointment" 
in the November \WO. The author makes 
a convincing case that Clark saw the Pa
cific Ocean from near Pillar Rock on No-

vember 7, 1805, in the sense that he had 
an unobstructed view out to sea. It seems 
Clark took Point Ellice for Cape Disap
pointment, but this does not change the 
fact that Clark saw and understood the 
clear view toward the ocean to the west, 
south of Point Ellice. 

Clark in a boat could not have seen 
surf breaking on Point Adams or even on 
Point Ellice. Point Ellice is close to 14 
miles fro m Pillar Rock. Estimating his 
height of eye above the water at six feet, 
one can calculate that for Clark the dis
tance to the horizon (how far one can see 
an object on the sea surface) was only 3.2 
miles. An object at Point Ellice, some 10.8 
miles farther, would have to have been 67 
feet above the water for Clark to have 
seen the top of it. At Point Adams its 
height above water would have to have 
been 130 feet. Clearly, Clark standing in 
a boat near Pillar Rock could not have 
seen surf breaking on either point, even 
if his view were otherwise unobstructed. 
These figures vary a little depending on 
atmospheric conditions, but not enough 
for Clark to have seen beyond the curve 
of the earth. My source is the U .S. Navy 
Hydrographic Office, American Practi
cal Navigator (Washington, D .C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1962), Table 
8, p. 1254. 

I doubt, however, Clark limited him
self to looking from a boat. The Corps of 
Discovery camped near Pillar Rock, and 
the land behind its campsite rises 275 feet 
above sea level. Such a vantage he would 
have given him an unobstructed view of 
the sea surface as far as Point Adams. 
Given the explorers' excitement about 
nearing their destination, he surely would 
have climbed this height of land to see 
the Pacific. 

STUART WIER 

Boulder, Colo. 

It is always a pleasure to receive the lat
est issue of WPO, and the pleasure is 
double when it includes an article like 
David Nicandri's examining the age-old 
question of what William Clark actually 
saw when he exclaimed "Ocian in view!" 
The Corps of Discovery was encamped 
at the time on the north shore of the Co
lumbia near Pi llar Rock, not far from 



present-day Altoona, Washington. I have 
a home about six miles from there and 
have studied the issue at some length. 

As Nicandri points out, those skepti
cal of Clark's statement that he saw the 
ocean from Pillar Rock believe that Point 
Adams, jutting from the south shore of 
the river's mouth, would have blocked his 
line of sight. But the land west of Point 
Adams now extends much farther than it 
did in Clark's day due to the buildup 
around a jetty built in 1895, and in 1805 
it would not have impeded Clark's view. 

But one must still take into account 
the effect of the earth's curvature-a sig
nificant factor, not merely the minor ad
justment suggested by Nicandri in end
note 18 of his article. The distance from 
Pillar Rock to Point Adams is about 19 
statute miles; from Pillar Rock to Point 
Ellice (where Nicandri believes the waves 
Clark actually saw were breaking) it is 
about 14 miles. Due to the earth's curva
ture, both Point Adams and Point Ellice 
would have been below the horizon for a 
person at river level. The curvature effect 
is a nonlinear function with respect to dis
tance. At 1 mile it is about 8 inches, at 2 
miles 2.7 feet, at 4 miles 10.7 feet, at 8 
miles 42.7 feet, at 14 miles 130.7 feet. 
These figures are for zero feet of eleva
tion; in other words, they apply to an ob
server whose eyes are at water level. At 
higher elevations the distance one can see 
increases. The effective elevation of Clark 
seated in a canoe at Pillar Rock might 
have been five feet, but that would not 
have helped him much. Clark stated he 
"dis ti[ n ]ctly" heard waves crashing on the 
shore (perhaps at Point Ellice, 14 miles 
away), but as the table below makes clear, 
due to the earth's curvature he could not 
have seen them from either the river or 

the Pillar Rock campsite that afternoon 
of November 7, 1805. 

Clark's journal entries are sparse re
garding the Pillar Rock campsite. Perhaps 
he was so excited about nearing the Pa
cific that he neglected his usual thorough
ness in recording such details. As the 
party's chief surveyor, Clark never wasted 
an opportunity to explore the surround
ings at each camp along the expedition's 
route. One can easily imagine him climb
ing above the campsite for a better view 
to the west. The terrain here is steep but 
not impassable, and anyone with field ex
perience could have scaled to a height of 
200 feet or more above the river. Clark 
could have scrambled up, with a tele
scope, to make a visual observation of the 
rollers crashing onto Point Ellice or even 
Point Adams. Taking into consideration 
the curvature of the earth, at a distance 
of 14 miles the crest of a 20-foot wave 
could be observed from a height of 48 feet 
above the river level; a 10-foot wave 
would require reaching a minimum eleva
tion of 68 feet. So Clark may well have 
seen ocean breakers from the camp at Pil
lar Rock, provided he climbed high 
enough above the site. The journals make 
no mention of such a climb, but one can 
argue it is implicit in the statement "Ocian 
in view! " 

The table below shows the elevations 
required for observing obstacles (e.g., 
wave heights) at various distances. The 
formula used for the calculations is 

h = 5280((D/(SQRT(2R)))- SQRT(w/5280))2 

where h = the height above sea level, in 
feet, required to observe the waves, D = 
distance from the observer to the waves 
in statute miles (e.g., 14 miles), R = ra
dius of the earth in statute miles ( approxi-

Elevation above sea level (in feet) required to view top of wave vs. 
distance (statute miles), due to earth's curvature. 

Distance Wave height 
(miles) 0 feet 5 feet 10 feet 15 feet 20 feet 

12 96.0 57.2 44.0 35.1 28.4 
13 112.7 70.2 55.6 45.5 37.7 
14 130.7 84.6 68.4 57.1 48.4 
15 150.0 100.3 82.6 70.2 60.5 
16 170.7 117.3 98.1 84.5 73.8 
17 192.7 135.6 114.9 100.2 88.5 
18 216.1 155.3 133.1 117.2 104.6 
19 240.7 176.3 152.6 135.5 122.0 
20 266.7 198.7 173.4 155.2 140.7 

mately 3,959 miles), and w = height of 
the waves in feet. SQRT stands for 
"square root of." 

A discussion of this formula may be 
found at the Web site http://www
spof.gsfc.nasa.gov/s targaze/ Shorizon. 
htm (accessed D ecember 4, 2004). Errors 
due to tidal effects, atmospheric refrac
tion, nonspherical earth sudace, etc., are 
small and not considered. 

MIKE REES 
Skamokawa, Wash. 

John Pernier worked for Jefferson 

In his fascinating article on Meriwether 
Lewis's servant, John Pernier (WT'O, No
vember 2004), Mark Chalkley writes that 
the "first mention of Pernier in the writ
ten record is an entry in Lewis's account 
book in November 1808." 

There is, however, some evidence that 
Pernier worked for Thomas Jefferson in 
the White House during the period 1804-
1807. Jefferson included the name "John 
Pernier" among the list of servants to 

whom he paid wages on October 4, 1804, 
and May 1, 1805 (Jefferson's Memoran
dum Books, volume 2). As Chalkley in
dicates, Pernier visited J efferson at 
Monticello after Lewis's death and on 
November 26, 1809, received $10 from 
Jefferson to cover his expenses for deliv
ering a letter to James Madison. 

LANDON Y. JONES 
Princeton, N .J. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: John Guice, an authority 
on Lewis's death, has pointed out a mi
nor error in our Pernier piece. James 
Neelly, the Chickasaw agent, was not 
present when Lewis died but arrived at 
Grinder's Stand shortly afterward . 
Neelly's servant was present, along with 
Pernier. 

New George Drouillard Chapter 

After the 2003 Lewis and Clark bicen
tennial commemoration in western Ken
tucky, southern Illinois, and southeast 
Missouri, Lewis and Clark enthusiasts in 
our area decided to form the George 
Drouillard Chapter of the LCTHF. 
Drouillard joined the Corps of Discov
ery at Fort Massac and was a nephew of 
Louis Lorimier, the founder of Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri. He hunted, trapped, 
and raised horses in the area. We think it 
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Letters (cont) 

only fitting that he should be recognized 
by naming a new chapter in his honor. 
To become a charter member write Jane 
Jackson, president elect, George Drouil
lard Chapter LCTHF, at 1221 Butler, 
Cape Girardeau MO 63701; call 573-204-
2331; or e-mail archive@capecoumy.us. 

Fort Massac 

JANE RANDOL JACKSON 
Jackson Mo. 

Sherman L. Fleek's article "The Army of 
Lewis & Clark" (wPo, November 2004) 
is a wonderful contribution to our un
derstanding of the Corps of Discovery. 
Those of us in "Illinois Country" 
couldn't fail to notice, however, that the 
map on page 14 placed Fort Massac on 
the Kentucky side of the Ohio River. It 
was actually in Illinois. 

MICHAEL S. BoRTKo 
Lewis & Clark Society of America 

Camp River Dubois Chapter, LCTHF 
Glen Carbon, Ill. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks for alerting us to 
this. A revised map with Fort Massac cor
rectly located appears below. A recon
strnction of Fort Massac can be seen to
day on the grounds of the original fort. 
For more information, check the Web site 
www. dnr. state . il . us / lands / land mgt/ 
PARKS/RS/frmindex.htm. 

Wro welcomes letters. We may edit them 
for length, accuracy, clarity, and civility. 
Send them to us clo Editor, WPO, 51 N. Main 
St., Pennington, NJ 08534 (e-mail: wpo@ 
lewisandclark. org). 
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President's Message 

A stunning new tribute to Native Americans 

1 
was not really sure what to ex

pect. I had seen the snippets 
on TV news and read about the 

project in magazines. However, it was 
the encouragement of the Osage Tribal 
Museum's curator, Kathryn Redcorn, 
that spiked my interest and hastened 
my visit to the recently opened Na
tional Museum of the American Indian, 
in Washington, D.C. Several days prior 
to my journey, trying to cure a bout of 
insomnia with C-SPAN, I heard re
marks by Richard West, the museum's 
director, that further piqued my curi
osity. Could this new museum actually 
be something different from the generic 
and so often predictable mold of so 
many interpretive facilities? 

The museum's exterior design is dif
ferent from anything I had 
seen before and in stunning 
contrast to other sur
rounding structures. On a 
Washington Mall domi
nated by classical architec
ture and gray marble, the 
N .M.A.l.'s graceful curvi
linear form compels us to 
take notice. The hues and 
shadows of the fa~ade's ochre-colored 
native stone change with the passage of 
sun and clouds. At the entrance, a min
iature wetland reminds us of our con
nection to the earth, while the entrance 
plaza's celestial symbolism connects us 
to the heavens. The building does a 
masterful job of synthesizing the forms 
and textures of the past while anchor
ing us in the present and challenging us 
to envision the future. Although con
structed by man, it appears to be 
formed by wind and water. 

This is a museum of the native 
peoples of North America. It tells their 
story from their perspective. The names 
of the exhibit galleries- Our Universe, 
Our Peoples, Our Lives-amplify the 
prevailing theme of ownership. Pride, 
significance, and inclusion permeate the 
exhibits. Artifacts from the Smith
sonian's extensive collections are a 
point of reference to this overarching 

The National Museum of the American Indian 

theme. The cultural materials on dis
play are seen in the context of who 
these people were, and are. Contempo
rary quotes scattered throughout the 
exhibit areas remind us that the Ameri
can Indian is not some abstract historic 
person but our colleague, neighbor, 

friend, and fellow citizen. 
Native Americans are the 
indigenous people. They 
have been here the longest, 
but they are not of the past 
only. They are part of con
temporary society and the 
future. 

Although it may be 
there, I missed any ref er

ence to Lewis and Clark at the museum. 
The apparent absence of these" discov
erers" underscores, at least to tl1e Indi
ans they encountered, the insignificance 
of their passage through a country 
known by its native inhabitants for 
millennia. 

Reconsidering stereotypes 
The National Museum of the Ameri
can Indian compels us to reconsider our 
traditional stereotypical view of N acive 
Americans. It reminds us that staying 
true to our foundation's mission as 
"Keepers of the Story" goes beyond an 
emphasis on history, as important as 
that is, because the story is at least as 
much about the future as it is about the 
past. The museum reminds us, too, that 
our country's strength lies not only in 
its diversity but in its commonality. 

-Gordon Julich 
President, LCTHF 



Commemorate 200 vears of Lewis & Clark 
Paddle the Missouri River and Hike the Lolo Trail, the most 
pristine sections of the trail. We will take you off the beaten 
path so you can explore the rivers & trails of Lewis & Clark 
with a sense of discovery. You will enjoy knowledgeable 
guides, quality gear and gourmet camp cuisine. Trips 
designed for all abilities. We invite you to join us! 

Our 2005 schedule & specialty trips for L&C Historical Adventures 
Missouri River 3-day Canoe trips depart every Monday (May-August) 
-July 11-13-Living History with Ritchie Doyle 
-July 18-21-Natural History with Dr. Lee Metzgar 

Lolo Trail 1-3 day trips depait every Friday (July-August) 

-Sept. 14-19 Special 5-day hiking the Lolo Trail the exact dates as L&C 1805 
Guest Speakers include Stephanie Ambrose-Tubbs, author, Han-y Fritz, UM 
history professor and more. This trip was featured on National Geographic! 
Combine any of the above trips for the ultimate L&C adventure! 

LCTA has been leading historical adventures since 1989 

Lewis & Clark Trail Adventures 
912 E. Broadway 

Missoula, MT 59802 
raft@montana.com 

For Info & brochure 

www.trailadventures.com Toll Free 1-800-366-6246 

EXPLORE! TM Bit llcJ 
Lewis C.. Clack N•lional Bice'll~ennial SlgliaEu!Y Eve~i I J une I to July 4, "2005 I Fort Benton C.. GrHt Falls, MT 

A ticket to your own Lewis & Clark discovery is available now, for all or part of 34 days of family 
activities, art, music, Native American culture, tribal games, tours, float trips, symposiums and 

celebrations. Fort Benton and Great Falls, Montana, on the Missouri River. 

See www.explorethebigsky.org or call (406) 455-8514. 

EXPLORE! 

February 2005 We Proceeded On - 5 



Bicentennial Council 

Where did the Lewis & Clark Expedition really begin? 

~
-:ow+ wo hundred years ago, Meri

- wether Lewis and William Clark 
C were wintering with the Mandans 
in what we call North Dakota. A few 
miles north of the future site of Bis
marck, they built a triangular stockade 
and named it after one of the local 
peoples who were their hosts and help
ers. During this winter, bitter cold but 
pleasant enough for the men who had 
traveled thousands of hard miles from 
"civilization," they prepared to resume 
their journey. 

From a certain perspective Fort 
Mandan is where their journey really 
began, because what was beyond that 
next curve in the Missouri River were 
lands that few Euro-Americans had 
penetrated and even fewer had charted 
or described. Nine and more months 
after they had pushed off from the win
ter camp at Wood River in the Illinois 
country, the explorers were contem
plating the so-called terra incognita that 
they were bidden, and eager, to exam
ine and make known. 

The point where the expedition be
gan is an interesting question to con
template-and occasionally an issue of 
considerable discussion and debate. 
Several locations would like to declare 
themselves as the starting point. We in 
St. Louis have a certain claim, for here 
in this 19th-century outpost Lewis and 
Clark made their final preparations 
during the winter of 1803-04. H ere it 
was that the transfer of Upper Louisi
ana from Spain to France to the United 
States was officially executed, making 
the territory to be explored legally 
owned by the U.S., at least according 
to some criteria. 

Lewis and Clark's recruits, however, 
spent that winter across the Mississippi 
River, at a camp on the river that the 
French called DuBois and the Euro
Americans translated as "Wood." The 
camp was presumed to be sufficiently 
distant from the temptations and vani
ties of the village metropolis, but Clark 
regularly noted in his journal the 
drunken behavior of members of his 
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crew. Discipline was one of the neces
sary lessons to be practiced at winter 
camp, a part of the essential "shake
down" that preceded such a momen
tous and difficult journey. Without the 
Camp River DuBois experience, the 
crew would have been ill prepared for 
the hardships ahead. The departure 
from Wood River, in May of 1804, sig
naled the end of preparation and the 
first stage of the actual journey. 

Yet we can go back farther, in time 
and in geography, to a particular 
place on the O hio River. In 
October of 1803, Meri
wether Lewis arrived at 
the Falls of the Ohio. 
Here, in Clarksville on 
the Indiana Territory 
side of the river, William 
Clark resided, having re
signed his army commis
sion to look after his 
family's lands. Well aware that 
the undertaking was "freighted 
with many difficulties," he joined Lewis 
at the Falls of the Ohio as co-com
mander of the expedition. From this 
point on, it was the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition, a partnership that was extraor
dinary in its united efforts and in its ab
sence of any hint of discord. 

Some would take us back even far
ther, to P ittsburgh , where L ewis 
waited anxiously for the keelboat he 
had ordered, added a portable forge 
among other items to his supplies, and 
received the hoped-for response from 
his invitation to William Clark to 
share the captaincy of the corps. "I 
assure you," Clark had written, "that 
no man lives with whom I would pre
fer to undertake such a trip." We can 
look t o H arper's F er ry, Virginia, 
w here Lewis picked up the first of the 
supplies from the federal arsenal; or 
to Philadelphia and Lancaster, Penn
sylvania, where Lewis pursued an in
tense education program in order to 
comply with the President's mandate 
to observe and record the "unknown" 
country and its inhabitants; or to 

Washin gton, D .C., where Lewis as 
Thomas Jefferson's private secretary 
first heard the plan that the president 
called the Voyage of D iscovery. 

There is one more step to take in this 
reverse time journey, and that is to the 
mountain-top home of Jefferson, the 
site from which he roamed in his as
tounding intellect and bold imagina
tion. Here at Monticello, Jefferson 
dreamed his vision of America, a coun
try that would stretch thousands of 

miles beyond Virginia's Blue Ridge 
Mountains, mountains be

yond which he could not 
see and would never travel 

but n o barriers to the 
dream he would make 
real. This, I would as
sert, is the place where 

Lewis and Clark's jour
ney began. And I can pie

"' ture a smile on the face of 
Meriwether Lewis as he nods 

in agreement with my conjecture. 
In the end, does it matter where the 

expedition began? Does it even matter, 
two hundred years later, the various 
reasons and rationales Jefferson and 
Lewis and Clark and the men of the 
corps had for the journey? What we 
now need is the appropriate perspec
tive on the journey and its aftermath. 
The questions that must now concern 
us are the ones that are not so much of 
the past but are rather crucial to our 
future: How have the land, the people, 
the animals and plants of this territory 
changed in two hundred years? How 
for the better, and how for the worse? 
How can we build on those legacies of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition that are 
worthy of preservation, and how can 
we change the damage that was done, 
or at the very least prevent future harm? 
These are the things we ourselves are 
discovering as we follow the voyage, 
legacies that we can proudly pass on to 
the generations who will follow us. 
This is the jomney we must make. 

- Robert R. Archibald 
President, Bicentennial Council 
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Lewis and Clark: 
What Else Happened? 

What else happened 
in America while 

Lewis & Clark 
explored the West? 

www.LewisandClarkandWhatElse.com 

FULL-COLOR PRJNTS: 

uniforms and dress of 

Corps of Discovery, by 
AWARD-WINNING ARTIST 

MICHAEL HAYNES. 

Call 636-458-0802 or 

visit our Web site, 
www.mhay nesart.com. 

Advertise in WPO! Contact Karen Rickert, 
krickert@lewisandclark.org; 406-454-1234 

After 200 years, the Lewis & Clarie 
Expedition is still a big event See Clarie's 
signature at Pompeys Pillar, site of a 
Lewis & Clarie Bicentennial National 
Signature Event in 2006. Or, try our other 
Corps events: Oarlc's birthday, Oarlc Week, 
and more. (You can sleep later.) Call or go 
online for a FREE Custer Country guide. 

1-800-346-1876 ext 0501 I custer.visitrnt.com 
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THE CORPS OF DISCOVERY'S 

FORGOTTEN "SERGEANT" 

Lewis and Clark entrusted Richard Warfington with 

responsibilities far beyond his corporal's rank 

BY TRENT STRICKLAND 

T he bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion has focused renewed attention on the Corps 
of Discovery and its permanent party of 33 indi

viduals who journeyed to the Pacific Ocean and back. 
Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Sacagawea, Clark's 
slave York, the hunter and translator George Drouillard, 
and even Lewis's dog, Seaman, have been the subjects of 
countless articles and books. New studies have also cast 
light on the permanent party's three sergeants, Patrick 
Gass, John Ordway, and Nathaniel Pryor. 

But the group that went up the Missouri River to the 
Mandan villages in 1804 included a number of men who 
traveled no farther. Most of these were French-speaking 
engages, veterans of the fur trade hired for their boat-han
dling skills, and some were enlisted men w ho had signed 
on only for the first phase of the journey and returned to 

St. Louis the following spring. Among the latter was Ri
chard Warfington, the man I think of as the Corps of 
D iscovery's "forgotten sergeant." Although Warfington 
was nominally a corporal, and the only member of the 
expedition to hold that rank, the captains entrusted him 
with responsibilities commensurate with those of a ser
geant (or even a lieutenant or captain), and it is clear they 
regarded him as a sergeant in all but rank. In a letter to his 
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brother Jonathan written at Fort Mandan in April 1805, 
Clark refers to "one of this party Richard Worvington 
who acts as a Sergeant. " 1 

Warfington's army records tell us he was a native of 
Louisburg, North Carolina, that he was 22 years old when 
he enlisted in 1799, and that he stood five feet ten inches 
tall and had brown hair, black eyes, and a fair complex
ion. By 1803, he was serving as a corporal in the 2nd U.S. 
Infantry at South West Point, a post in eastern Tennessee 
near present-day Knoxville. That fall, he and three other 
members of his regiment were detached for duty with the 
Corps of Discovery. Lewis and Clark sent George 
Drouillard to South West Point to escort them and four 
other recruits to Camp River Dubois, the corps' winter 
encampment near St. Louis, where they arrived shortly 
before cru;stmas.2 

The captains must have been impressed by the 
corporal's leadership skills, for in April 1804, as they were 
making final preparations to get underway, they placed 
him in command of the white pirogue and its five-man 
crew. This was the smaller of two pirogues that, along with 
the expedition's keelboat, would ascend the Missouri as 
far as the Mandan villages, at Knife River, in present-day 
North Dakota. The white pirogue was probably 35 feet 



Gary Lucy's painting of the Corps of Discovery leaving Camp River Dubois shows both the white pirogue and the keelboat. Corporal Richard 
Warfington commanded the former on the voyage to the Mandan villages and the latter when it returned to St. Louis the following spring. 

long, with a beam of five feet. It could carry eight tons, 

and in addition to oars it had a mast and sail. Warfington 
and his crew were inexperienced boatmen, and the voy
age upriver would be their shakedown cruise. The white 
pirogue generally followed behind the larger red pirogue, 
which was manned by engages.3 The captains organized 
the party into messes, one of which comprised the white 
pirogue's crew. They placed Warfington in charge of the 

mess and exempted him from guard duty to attend full 
time to the care and upkeep of the white pirogue.4 

The Corps of Discovery left River Dubois on May 14, 
1804. The captains initially planned for the white pirogue 
to accompany the expedition only part way to the Man
dan villages; at some point en route they expected to send 
it back to St. Louis laden with natural-history specimens, 
journals, and dispatches. Sometime after mid-August, how
ever, they changed their minds and decided to keep the white 
pirogue and to send these materials the following spring 
aboard the keelboat, with Warfington in command.5 

The captains left unstated the reasons for abandoning 
their original plan. Possibly they were concerned in part 
that the journey was proceeding more slowly than they 
might have w ished. Warfington's enlistment was due to 
expire on August 4; on that date they had gotten as far as 

today's Omaha, Nebraska, less than halfway to the Man
dan villages, which they wouldn't reach until late Octo
ber.6 It seems odd that Lewis didn't deal with this matter 
before leaving Camp River Dubois. In a letter written af
ter the expedition to Secretary of War Henry Dearborn, 
he explained that discharging Warfington on the date his 

enlistment terminated would have deprived him of "mili
tary standing," thereby undercutting his authority over 
soldiers on the return trip. At any rate, the corporal readily 
agreed to extend his enlistment until the keelboat's return 
to St. Louis in the spring of 1805.7 So Warfington wound 
up spending an unanticipated, brutally cold winter on the 
northern plains. 

THE KEELBOAT'S RETURN 

On April 7, 1805, as the Pacific-bound permanent party 
h eaded upriver, Warfington and 10 or 11 others (six or 
possibly seven soldiers, a civilian trader, two engages, and 
an Arikara man returning to his village) pointed the 
keelboat downriver toward St. Louis. 8 Among the soldiers 

were two expelled from the permanent party, Moses Reed 
for desertion and John Newman for mutiny.9 The largest 
of the Corps of Discovery's vessels, the keelboat was 55 
feet long, more than eight feet w ide, and had a capacity of 
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12 tons.10 Its cargo was priceless beyond measure: the cap
tains' journals, a first draft of Clark's map of the West, 
Indian artifacts, and a trove of mineral, plant, and animal 
specimens, including four live magpies, a prairie grouse, 
and a prairie dog. In the view of Lewis's biographer 
Stephen E. Ambrose, the sum of new knowledge contained 
in this haul "was enough to justify the expedition, even if 
it made not a single further contribution."" Most of this 
lading was ultimately destined for Washington, D .C., 
where it was eagerly anticipated by Thomas J efferson. 12 

The keelboat added to its human cargo when it 
stopped at one of the downstream Arikara villages to 
pick up Eagle Feather (Piahito), a chief who had agreed 
to Lewis's invitation to visit Washington for an audience 
with President Jefferson. Farther downstream, Warfington 
picked up another passenger, Petit Voleur (Little Thief), 
an O to headman who had also accepted Lewis' invitation 
to meet Jeff erson.13 

Warfington and the men under his command faced sig
nificant risks as they journeyed south. Even though the 
keelboat was going downstream, it was no easy matter to 
guide the large, cumbersome craft on the wild Missouri, 
dodging the river's many sawyers, snags, and other natu
ral obstacles. But the greatest obstacle, at least potentially, 
was human: the keelboat would have to run the gauntlet 
of the Teton (Lakota) Sioux. Living along the Bad River 
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The artist George 
Catlin painted this 
Arikara village, one of 
six the tribe occupied 
along the Missouri in 
present-day South 
Dakota, in the 1830s. 
Warfington stopped at 
one of the villages to 
pick up Eagle Feather, 
an Arikara headman, 
on the first leg of his 
trip to Washington, 
D.C., to meet with 
Thomas Jefferson. 

near today's Pierre, South Dakota, the Tetons were a pow
erful tribe that routinely extracted payments from traders 
passing up and down the river. Following a nasty encoun
ter between these "pirates of the Missouri" and the Corps 
of Discovery the previous September, Clark had declared 
them "the vilest miscreants of the savage race." 14 In a let
ter to Jefferson written from Fort Mandan, Lewis pre
dicted that the Sioux would likely fire upon Warfington 
and his crew, but they "have pledged to us that they will 
not yeald while there is a man of them living." 15 

Warfington's party appears to have passed through the 
Teton Sioux's territory without incident, for there is no 
record of confrontation or even contact (the tribe may 
have been off hunting buffalo). As the keelboat moved 
farther downstream it picked up other tribal envoys in
tent on visiting Washington-a total of" 45 deputies from 
6 of the principal nations in that quarter," Jefferson re
ported to a member of Congress. 16 Even in the absence of 
a hostile meeting with the Sioux, Warfington still must 
have had his hands full navigating the treacherous river, 
keeping discipline in a party that included two men 
drummed out of the corps, and acting as diplomat to a 
boatload of Native-American ambassadors. It would 
have been an immense responsibility for a commis
sioned officer, much less a mere corporal. But the cap
tains had picked the right man. Clark later declared that 



Warfington "acquited himself verry will," and Lewis 

noted that "the duties assigned him . .. were performed 

with a punctuality which uniformly characterized his 

conduct while under my command." 17 

After a demanding journey of six weeks and 1,600 

miles, the keelboat arrived safely in St. Louis on May 

22 .18 There is evidence that Warfington may have trav

eled on to Louisville, Kentucky, to deliver expedition 

items sent by Clark to his brother Jonathan. He then 

returned to his army unit.19 

In his post-expedition letter to Henry Dearborn, Lewis 

included a roster of the men who had accompanied him to 

the Pacific along with a request that each be granted land 

warrants of 320 acres in addition to his back pay. Two oth

ers who were not part of the permanent party, Lewis ad

vised, were also worthy of extra compensation. One was 

the mutineer John Newman, whose attitude and work ethic 

following his court martial had partially redeemed him in 

the captains' eyes. The other was Richard Warfington. In 
testimony of the corporal's service, Lewis wrote, 

Taking into view the cheerfulness with which he con
tinued in the service after every obligation had ceased 
to exist, from the exposures, the fatigues, labour and 
dangers incident to that service, and above all the 
fidelity with which he discharged this duty, it would 
seem that when rewards are about to be distributed 
... that his claim to something more than his pay of 
seven dollars pr. month as corporal cannot be con
sidered unreasonable.20 

This was high praise indeed from Lewis . Records show 

that Warfington received his 320 acres in addition to the 

$99.962/i he accumulated during his period of service with 

the Corps of Discovery, which lasted from May 14, 1804, 

to June 1, 1805.21 

Little more is known of the corporal from North Caro

lina. Exactly if or when he left the army, where he may 

have settled, and when he died are all lost to history. What

ever course Richard Warfington's subsequent life took, it 

is fitting that we recognize the corporal who acted as a 

sergeant for his important role in Lewis and Clark's voy

age of discovery. 

Foundation member Trent Strickland lives in Hamlet, North 

Carolina. 
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A side view of the keelboat drawn by Clark in his field notes, ca. Janu
ary 21, 1804. Clark's rendering of a top view appears on page 10. 
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CAPE 
GIRARDEAU 

AND THE CORPS OF DISCOVERY 

Newly discovered archival documents detail the post-expedition 

lives off our veterans of the Lewis & Clark Expedition 

BY J ANE RANDOL J ACKSON 

C ape Girardeau, Missouri, a town on the Missis
sipp i River some thirty miles above its 
confluence with the Ohio, and its immediate 

environs were home to four members of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition following their return from the Pacific. 

I learned this information in 2003, when, as chairman 
of the Cape Girardeau Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Com
mission and director of the Cape Girardeau County 
Archive Center, I searched the archive 
for any names linked to the Corps of 
Discovery. To my surprise I found 
George Drouillard mentioned in the 
estate papers of Louis Lorimier, Cape 
Girardeau's founder, as well as papers 
relating to the real-estate transactions 
of John Ordway and Alexander 
Willard. The most interesting docu
ments I fonnd are court records con
cerning the trial of Reuben Field on a 
charge of stealing his neighbor's hogs. 

Valley arrived there in the expedition's keelboat and sev
eral smaller vessels on November 23, 1803, en route to 

their winter encampment at River Dubois, in Illinois Ter
ritory opposite St. Louis.' 

Like the rest of what was then called Upp er Louisiana, 
the Cape Girardeau District(" district" being a political en
tity analogous to a county) was still governed by Spain when 
the expedition stopped overnight. A week later, France 

would assume political authority over 
the region, which by the end of the year 
would pass to the United States under 
terms of the Louisiana Purchase. Spain 
had gained control of Louisiana from 
France in 1763; Cape Girardeau was 
probably settled soon afterward (the 
name, which may derive from a French
man who built a trading post there in 
the early 1700s, first appears on maps 
in 1765).2 The first settlement-later 
called Old Cape Girardeau-was lo
cated at the foot of a high, rocky bluff Cape Girardeau's part in the Lewis 

and Clark story begins six months be
fore the expedition left for the Pacific. 

1--~----+----=-=...:_::.-=:..:;f.,,..rl (today's Cape Rock Park); by the early 

Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and Detail from an early map of Upper Louisiana 
the men they had recruited in the Ohio shows Cape Girardeau in the lower right. 

19th century, most inhabitants were liv
ing on lower ground several miles 
downstream. In 1789, Spain began en-

14- We Proceeded On February 2005 



couraging Americans to settle in Louisiana with promises of 
land, exemption from taxes, and guarantees of religious free
dom. The result was an influx of families from east of the 
Mississippi. By the time Lewis and Clark stopped at Cape 
Girardeau, Americans were the majority of its population, 
which numbered a little more than a thousand. They shared 
the district with French Creoles and Shawnee and D ela
ware Indians who had moved there from the Ohio Valley.3 

THE CORPS OF DISCOVERY AT CAPE GIRARDEAU 

The Corps of Discovery's visit lasted a day and a night, 
and what we know of it comes from Lewis's 12-page jour
nal entry. He had a lot to say, much of it negative, about 
the "dessolute and abandoned" Americans who had im
migrated there from Kentucky and Tennessee. Lewis 
found most of these "uncivilized backwoodsmen" at a 
horse race, where pandemonium had broken out over a 
judge's call. As men " of desperate fortunes" who had "little 
to loose" in terms of character or property, they "bett very 
high . . . in proportion to their wealth; it is not uncom
mon for them to risk the half or even the whole of their 
personal property on a single wager." 

Lewis was much more positive about Louis Lorimier, 
the town's commandant and leading citizen, and his wife 
and children. Lorimier wore his thick hair tied in a queue 
that reached below his knees (other accounts tell us he 
used the queue as a riding whip ).4 He appeared about sixty 
years old and was married to an attractive mixed-blood 
Shawnee woman; the couple had "a large family of very 
handsome Children," including a teenage daughter who 
caught Lewis's eye- she was easily "the most descent 
looking feemale" he had seen since leaving Louisville. The 
captain stayed for a "comfortable and desent" supper, then 
returned to the boats after bidding the family "an 
afectionate adieeu. "5 

William Clark didn't meet Lorimier. He wasn't well at 
the time and had stayed with the keelboat, which was 
moored at O ld Cape Girardeau, but he must have known 
of Lorimier from his troubles, more than twenty years 
before, with General George Rogers Clark, the captain's 
famous older brother. As a trader in the Ohio country 
during the Revolution, Lorimier sided with the British 
and led Indian raids into Kentucky. In reprisal, militia 
commanded by George Rogers Clark burned and looted 
Lorimier's post. Lorimier told Lewis his Joss of $20,000 
in furs and other goods "broke him as a mercht." The 
resourceful trader was soon back on his feet, however, and 
he appears to have harbored no lasting ill will toward 
Americans . By 1787, he had re-established himself as a 

Louis Lorimier, Cape Girardeau's leading citizen, wore his hair in a 
queue long enough to use as riding whip. The trader and district com
mandant was about 60 years old when he hosted Lewis during the 
Corps of Discovery's visit in November 1803. This rendering is from the 
1940s. There is no known contemporary portrait of Lorimier. 

trader in the Ste. Genevieve District of Upper Louisiana, 
and by 1791 he was operating a trading post at Old Cape 
Girardeau. Two years later, Spanish colonial officials ap
pointed him district commandant, a position he held un
til the handover of Louisiana to the United States.6 In 1795, 
the Spanish governor granted him 8,000 arpents- equiva
lent to 6,800 acres-on the Mississippi River at today's 
City of Cape Girardeau, where he and his family built 
their home, known as the Red House.7 

THE CAPE G IRARDEAU FOUR 

George Drouillard, the Corps of Discovery's indispens
able hunter and sign-language interpreter, was almost cer-
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tainly Lorimier's nephew, and in 1803 he probably called 
Cape Girardeau home.8 Drouillard was born near Detroit 
in 1773, the son of a Shawnee woman and a French-Ca
nadian who served as an interpreter for George Rogers 
Clark. 9 When Lorimier moved to Cape Girardeau, he 
brought with him a number of Shawnee and Delaware 
families, and Drouillard's may have been among them. 10 

Drouillard appears to have returned to Cape Girardeau 
after the expedition and to have lived there off and on for 
the remaining four years of his life, although most of that 
time was spent in the fur trade on the upper Missouri. He 
evidently raised horses on his family's property, for 
Lorimier's estate papers, filed in 1812, list "A Sorrel Stud 
horse (of Geo. Drouillard's breed) with a white star and a 
white stripe on the left nostril. Valued at $25."11 

Drouillard was one of the Corps of Discovery's most 
respected members, and it is possible that he influenced 
the decisions of Willard, Ordway, and Field to settle at 
Cape Girardeau after the expedition's return. 

Alexander Hamilton Willard, a New Hampshire na
tive, enlisted in the army in 1800 and joined the Corps of 
Discovery on January 1, 1804. He served as a blacksmith, 
gunsmith, and hw1ter on the trip west.12 On February 14, 
1807, some five months after the expedition's return, he 
married 16-year-old Eleanor McDonald (he was probably 
28).13 It isn't certain when he moved to Cape Girardeau, 
but he was definitely there by August 12, 1809, when his 
name appears on a list of voters for district trustees. Three 
months later, on November 13, the district clerk contested 
the election, claiming that Willard, among others, was in
eligible to vote, probably because he had not been a resi
dent for the required year. 14 At some point he purchased a 
one-acre lot with a log house from Lorimier and his wife 
in downtown Cape Girardeau. The county deed book 
records that he sold the property on January 5, 1810.15 

John Ordway, another New Hampshire native, was one 
of the corps' three sergeants (four counting Charles Floyd, 
who died early in the expedition). Immediately following 
the expedition, he helped Lewis escort the Mandan chief 
Sheheke to Washington, D.C., then briefly visited New 
Hampshire before returning to Missouri. He married 
twice-first, in 1807, to a New Hampshire woman named 
Gracey, last name unknown. She was ill in late 1807 and 
dead by 1809, when Ordway married a widow named 
Elizabeth Skerrett Johnson. Elizabeth had two children 
from her first marriage, Isidore and David, and at least 
two by Ordway, Hannah and John.16 

Gracey accompanied Ordway to Missouri, where he 
initially settled in the southern part of the Cape Girardeau 
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Lorimier's home and trading post 

A representation of the Red House, Louis Lorimier's home and 
and place of work at the time of the Corps of Discovery's visit, 
was built at Cape Girardeau and opened to the public as an 
interpretive center in November 2003. The original French 
Colonial- style house was destroyed by a tornado in 1850, and 
today's version is an interpretation of how it may have looked, 
based on an 1870 drawing. The bottom photo shows the Center 
Room, which is representative of Lorimier's trading post. 
Decorated in period furniture, the Lorimier Room can be seen 
through the doorway. More than 200 volunteers assisted in the 
construction, which was sponsored by the Cape Girardeau 
Bicentennial Commission and the City of Cape Girardeau and 
funded by government grants and gifts from individuals. 

district on 320 acres received for his service to the expedi
tion. 17 His property was about 25 miles downriver from 
Cape Girardeau and roughly the same distance upstream 
from New Madrid, which in late 1811 and early 1812 
would be the epicenter of five devastating earthquakes. 

Ordway soon acquired additional land, a "plantation" 
(including all its cattle and hogs) in an area known as 
Tywappity Bottom; he paid $940 for the property, which 



encompassed 350 arpents, equivalent to just under three 
hundred acres.18 Subsequent purchases in late 1807 total
ing $865 added another 350 arpents to his holdings. The 
following year he sold 300 arpents for $470.19 (Ordway 
purchased the land for an average $2.58 per arpent and 
sold a portion of it at $1.57 per arpent.) 

The Cape Girardeau and New Madrid districts were 
contiguous, and Ordway had properties in both.20 At the 
height of his prosperity he owned two plantations totaling 
more than a thousand acres. He was raising horses and cattle 
and growing apples and peaches. In a letter to his kin in 
New Hampshire he boasted, "there is no better land in the 
world." His description convinced two of his three broth
ers and one of his three sisters to join him in Missouri.2 1 

The names of John Ordway and his second wife, Eliza
beth, appear a number of times in court records, which 
tell us, for example, that John served briefly as township 
constable and that one of his slaves, a woman named Delila, 
sued him for her freedom. (The suit was dismissed) The 
records also indicate that Elizabeth kept a "Public house" 
(a tavern) in town.22 

Reuben Field, one of the nine young men from Ken
tucky, served as a scout during the expedition and was an 
excellent woodsman. Lewis picked Reuben and his 
brother, Joseph, to accompany him on the exploration 
of the upper Marias River during the homeward phase 
of the journey. Lewis regarded the Field brothers as 

Map of the City of Cape Girardeau 
with Alexander Willard's property 
(Lot 13; green highlight), which he 
purchased from Louis Lorimier. 
Willard later moved to Wisconsin, 
then to California, where he died in 
1865 at age 87. The photo above 
was taken late in life. (Along with 
Patrick Gass, Willard was one of 
two members of the Corps of 
Discovery to be photographed.) 

among the expedition 's "most active and enterprising 
young men." 23 

Reuben Field was in the Cape Girardeau district by 
December 5, 1808. On that date, according to court 
records, he lent $1,000 to two prominent local citizens, 
Andrew Ramsey, Sr. and Jr. When they failed to repay the 
debt, Field brought suit against the Ramseys to recover 
his money. Legal proceedings began in July 1811 and lasted 
four years-the last papers are dated July 29, 1815. Field 
appears to have been paid in full, with interest.24 

Other documents show that Field recorded his mark 
for cattle, hogs, and sheep, and his brand for horses with 
the district court on March 21, 1809 .25 Ten months later, a 
neighbor, Benijah Laugherty, accused him of stealing and 
killing three of his hogs. According to an indictment filed 
by the grand jury, on the day of the alleged crime, Janu
ary 25, 1810, the animals were running in the woods. 

The trial was held in March, and the jury found Field 
not guilty. 26 But the defendant evidently wasn't satisfied, 
for the following November he brought suit against 
Laugherty for slander, charging him with uttering "scan
dalous words" that maligned his character. One letter to 
the comt vividly illustrates Field's indignation: 

Reuben Fields complains of Benijah Laugherty ... . 
Reuben saith that he is and always has been from 
his nativity of good fame and reputation and a good 
and faithful citizen of the United States wholly free 
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from the horrid diabolical crime of Larceny .... he 
the said Reuben Fields has not only been greatly 
wounded in his feelings, good name, fame and repu
tation but he has been endangered in law and has 
been compelled to lay out considerable sums of 
money in defending himself and his reputation 
against the aforesaid slanders and defamation. 

Field demanded $1,000 in damages. Twenty-nine wit
nesses testified, and the jury found for the plaintiff. On 
July 21, 1812, the sheriff seized 1,040 acres of Laugherty's 
property to satisfy the suit.27 

SUBSEQUENT LIFE HISTORIES 

Of the four Lewis and Clark men who lived at Cape 
Girardeau, Drouillard was the first to die. After joining 
the St. Louis merchant Manuel Lisa in the fur trade, he 
ascended the Missouri to the Three Forks, where he was 
killed by Blackfeet Indians in 1810.28 

Ordway was apparently ruined by the New Madrid 
earthquakes, which rendered the region virtually uninhab
itable. 29 He disappears from the public record and was prob
ably dead by 1817, the year he would have turned 42.30 

Willard served in the War of 1812, lived in Wisconsin 
from 1824 to 1852, then moved to California, where he 
died in 1865, at age 87.31 
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This document filed by 
Reuben Field records his 
mark for cattle, hogs, and 
sheep ("one smooth Crop 
and an underbit in the right 
Ear and an under Slope in 
the left") and his brand for 
horses {"RFl Field 
eventually left Cape 
Girardeau and returned 
to his home state of 
Kentucky. 

Reuben Field married in Indiana and returned to Jef
ferson County, Kentucky, where he probably died in 
1822.32 

I did not find any documentary evidence showing that 
either Meriwether Lewis or William Clark ever revisited 
Cape Girardeau. Lewis passed by in September 1809 on 
the fateful journey that ended with his death on the 
Natchez Trace in Tennessee. Clark, who lived in St. Louis 
for 32 years after the expedition, must have passed Cape 
Girardeau, too, and perhaps landed there, during his fre
quent personal and business travels. Lewis recommended 
two of Louis Lorimier's sons- Auguste and Louis, Jr.
for the newly established U.S. Military Academy (West 
Point), and records indicate that both he and Clark ap
pointed Cape Girardeau residents to political positions 
such as clerk, sheriff, and justice of the peace. 

The town of Cape Girardeau seems to have declined 
after the New Madrid earthquake . When Prince 
Maximilian of Wied-Neuwied passed it in 1833, he de
scribed it as a "poor place" and "a village which lies scat
tered about. "33 Today's Cape Girardeau is a thriving com
munity that celebrates its historic association with the 
Lewis and Clark Expediton and the early history of Mis
souri. Recently, more than two hundred volunteers built 
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Detail of a land survey 
made in 1862 shows 
722 arpents that had 

once been part of the 
real-estate holdings of 

John Ordway. This 
parcel was on the 
Mississippi River 

south of Cape 
Girardeau. 

~~ ,.,,.,.,, 
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a representation of Louis Lorimier's Red House, which 
opened to the public in November 2003.34 

Foundation member Jane Randol Jackson lives in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri. She is chairman of the Cape Girardeau 
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commission and director of 
the Cape Girardeau County Archive Center. Her ancestor 
Enos Randol settled in the Cape Girardeau District in 1797 
and was there when Lewis and Clark visited. 

NOTES 

1 At this point in the journey, neither the exact number of boats 
in the explorers' flotilla nor their specific type can be defini
tively determined. Information gleaned from Lewis's journal 
suggests there were three smaller boats in addition to the 
keelboat. Lewis left Pittsburgh on August 31, 1803, with a 
keelboat and a "Perogue"; the latter is first mentioned in his 
journal on September 4. On that date he was at Georgetown, 
Pennsylvania, where he supplemented the flotilla by purchas
ing a "canoe compleatwith two paddles," bringing the total num
ber of vessels to three. At Wheeling, Virginia, on September 8, 
he purchased a fourth boat, another "pi.rogue." A pirogue was 
larger than a canoe and was generally poled or rowed, while a 
canoe was paddled. Lewis apparently used the terms canoe and 
pirogue (variously spelled) interchangeably, so it is difficult to 
distinguish between them in his journal. The expedition may 
have acquired an additional pi.rogue at Fort Kaskaskia on No
vember 28, five days after departing Cape Girardeau. For more 

on the expedition's boats, see Robert A. Saindon, "The White 
Pirogue of the Lewis and Clark Expedition," and ArlenJ. Large, 
"The Rocky Boat Ride of Lewis and Clark," in Robert A. 
Saindon, ed., Explorations into the World of Lewis & Clark, 3 
volumes (Great Falls, Mont.: Lewis and Clark Trail H eritage 
Foundation, 2003 ), Vol. 2, pp. 627-635 and 638-647, respectively; 
and Verne Huser, "On the Rivers with Lewis and Clark," WPO, 

May 2003, pp. 17-26. 
2 Louis Houck, History of Missouri, 3 volumes (Chicago: R.R. 
Donnelley & Sons, 1908), Vol. 2, pp. 168-180; Clarence Edwin 
Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of the United States (Wash
ington, D .C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1934), Vol. 1, 
pp. 168-169. According to Houck, "How this locality received 
the name of 'Cape Girardot' cannot now be definitely known." 
One of the sources cited by Houck suggests the name may have 
derived from a trader named Jean Girardot who in the early 
1700s had been an officer stationed with a French garrison at 
Kaskaskia, on the Illinois side of the Mississippi, some sixty miles 
upstream from Cape Girardeau. 
3 H ouck, pp. 168-180; Carter, Vol. 1, pp. 213-214; Gary E. Moul
ton, ed., The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 13 
volumes (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001), 
Vol. 2, p. 107. Lewis gives the population of Cape Girardeau as 
exactly 1, 111. 
4 Old Cape Girardeau (Cape Girardeau, Mo.: Naeter Brothers Pub
lishing, 1946 ), p . 31. The source is an anthology of articles from 
the Cape Girardeau Southeast Missourian, a local newspaper. 
5 Moulton, Vol. 2, pp. 106-108. 
6 Ibid., p . 109n; H ouck, Vol. 1, p. 318, and Vol. 2, p. 173; Landon 
Y. Jones, William Clark and the Shaping of the West (New York: 
Hill and Wang, 2004), pp. 120-121. 
7 Houck, Vol. 2, pp. 176-177. An arpent was a French unit of 
measurement, equal to about .85 acre. 
8 Lewis in his journal entry for November 23, 1803, refers to "a 
Mr. Drewyer a nephew of the Conunandt's." (Moulton, Vol. 2, 
p . 105.) In note 8, page 109, Moulton raises the possibility that 
the reference may be to a relative of George's, perhaps a certain 
Peter Droullard who had settled in Missouri in the late 18th 
century. A lthough Moulton doesn' t say so, this "Peter 
Droullard" could well have been Pierre Drouillard, George's 
father. Moulton states categorically that "George considered 
himself a resident of the Cape Girardeau district." 
9 Elin Woodson and Brandon Toropov, Encyclopedia of the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition (New York: Facts-on-File, 2004), p. 117; 
Larry E. Morris, The Fate of the Corps: What Became of the 
Lewis and Clark Explorers (New H aven: Yale University Press, 
2004 ), p. 191. 
10 Moulton, Vol. 2, p. 109, notes 4 and 6. According to Moulton, 
Spanish authorities gave Lorimier "a large grant to establish a 
settlement for Indians, partly as a defense against possible Ameri
can invasion." For more on Drouillard, seeM.O . Skarsten, George 
Drouillard, Hunter and Interpreter for Lewis and Clark (Glen
dale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark, 1964); Robert E. Lange, "George 
Drouillard (Drewyer): 'One of the Two or Three Most Valuable 
Men on the Expedition'," \'V'PO, May 1979, pp. 14-16; Jo Ann 
Brown, "George Drouillard and Fort Massac," WPO, November 
1999, pp. 16-19; and James J. Holmberg," 'A Man of Much 
Merit'," \'V'PO, August 2000, pp. 8-12. Lange's and Brown's ar
ticles are reprinted in Saindon, pp. 353-356 and 357-361. 
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11 Louis Lorimier Estate Papers, Box 20, Bundle 416, Probate, 
Cape Girardeau County Archive Center, 112 E. Washington, 
Jackson, MO 63755. 
12 Charle-" G. Clarke, The Men of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2002), p. 56. 
13 Morris, p. 201 . Willard and McDonald were married in Mis
souri, but in which district Morris doesn't say. 
14 Box 32, File 60, Election; Trustees in Cape Girardeau, Terri
torial Records of Cape Girardeau County, Cape Girardeau 
County Archive Center. Laws of the Territory of Louisiana 1808, 
Chapter 53, p. 185, no. 2: "no person shall be entitled to a vote, 
except free white male inhabitants, above the age of 21 years, 
who have resided within such town one year preceeding such 
election, and whose names are to be found on the district list of 
taxables." 
15 Cape Girardeau County Missouri Deed Book C, pp. 240-241 
and 288-289. Willard sold the property (Lot 13, Range A) for 
$100 to Chittenden Lyon. It was surrounded by a picket fence 
and included a hewed-log house with a lap shingle roof. The 
fence is listed as a "post and pail enclosure"; a pale ("pail") is a 
type of picket. 
16 Morris, pp. 101-102; New Madrid County, Missouri Court 
Orders, 1816-1825 (Miami, Fla.: T.L.C. Genealogy, 1990), p. 25. 
New Madrid court orders for November 1821 state, "Ordered 
that Betsy [Elizabeth] Ordway appear at the next Court to show 
cause why Isidore Johnson, David Johnson, Hannah Ordway, 
and John Ordway her infant children, should not have a guard
ian appointed to take care of their estate." Since John Ordway 
Sr. was probably dead by 1817, the term "infant children" is 
confusing; perhaps "small children" would be more accurate. 

Court records for Cape Girardeau District indicate that in 
1808 Ordway served on several juries and as an arbitrator. We 
also know from recently discovered New Madrid County pro
bate records that Elizabeth's maiden name was Skerrett and that 
her mother's name was Sarah Wheeler Skerrett and her sister's 
name was Sally Skerrett. (New Madrid County Record Book 5, 
p. 40.) From Early Missouri Archives (New Madrid 1791-1804), 
Vol. 2 (Missouri Historical Records Survey, 1942) we know that 
Elizabeth Skerrett and David Johnson (or Johnston) were mar
ried in New Madrid on September 25, 1804. 
17 Every enlisted member of the expedition received a land war
rant for 320 acres. Donald Jackson, ed., Letters of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition with Related Documents, 1783-1854, 2 vol
umes (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1968), Vol. 2, p. 377. 
18 Cape Girardeau County Deed Books A-B and C record ten 
property transactions by Ordway or his family. 
19 Deed Book A-B,pp. 137-139 and 141. Deed Book C, pp. 26, 
33, and 430-431. Ordway purchased his riverfront plantation 
from Alexander Millikin in separate transactions on October 6 
and 7, 1807. The purchase of livestock included the right to use 
Milli.kin's mark for indicating ownership: a smooth crop of the 
left ear and under bit and a slit in the right ear. Much of this 
property is now under the waters of the Mississippi, just south 
of the town of Commerce, in Scott County, Missouri, near the 
Mississippi County line. On October 10, 1807, Ordway pur
chased from John and Delily Loyd 50 arpents for $225 and 100 
arpents for $300. On December 28, he purchased from Thomas 
and John Wellborn 200 arpents for$340. On January 5, 1808, he 
sold 50 arpents to John Brooks for $170. Seven months later, on 
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The New Madrid earthquakes were so violent they caused the Mis
sissippi to flow upstream. They left Ordway and many others destitute. 

August 13, he sold 100 arpents to Arthur Pittman for $300. By 
May 15, 1810, John Ordway had sold 300 arpents of his hold
ings in Tywappity Bottom (see note 20, below) for $600 to Mary 
Ordway, the widow of his brother William, who died in late 
1809 (Morris, pp. 103-104 ). After William Ordway died, his wife, 
Mary Ordway, married Edward Matthews. Matthews died in 
1812 (Box 40, Bundle 812, Edward Matthews Probate, Cape 
Girardeau County), and Mary and her son-in-law Thomas 
Fletcher were appointed administrators of the estate. Edward 
Matthews owed $90 to Alexander Wilson, who sued the estate 
(Box 12, File 21, Wilson v Matthews, Territory of Louisiana, 
Court of Common Pleas, District of Cape Girardeau). The 
Court of Conunon Pleas ordered the 300 arpents to be sold to 
pay the note. On November 16, 1813, Mary's stepson Edward 
W. Matthews purchased the property at the sale for $31; then, 
to keep it in the family, he assigned title to Mary's children, who 
were William Ordway's heirs: Grace Kew, Rosannah Ordway 
Fletcher, Abigail S. Ordway, Mary Ordway, and Zelinda Ord
way. The note to Alexander Wilson was paid and the family 
retained the property. 
20 Morris, p. 236, note 18. The districts of Cape Girardeau and 
New Madrid became counties after Missouri became a state. 
They are no longer contiguous but are separated by Scott and 
Mississippi counties. Ordway's New Madrid properties bor
dered, and were within, the town of New Madrid. As noted, 
some of his properties were in Tywappity Bottom, located in 
Cape Girardeau District opposite the mouth of the Ohio and 
within the limits of present-day Scott and Mississippi counties. 
Houck, Vol. 3, p. 151. 
21 Morris, p. 102. 
22 New Madrid County, Circuit Court Record Book, Decem
ber 1805-November 1821, pp. 262, 264, 296, and 332. Other 
lawsuits to which John or Elizabeth were party are mentioned 
on pages 320, 424, 432, and 443 . On July 23, 1811, the Court of 
Common Pleas accepted Ordway's resignation as township con
stable. It isn't known how long he held the post. 
23 Jackson, Vol. 1, p . 367. 
24 Reuben Field v Andrew Ramsey, Sr. et al., Box 11, File 36, 
Territorial Records of Cape Girardeau County, Cape Girardeau 
County Archive Center; 
25 Box37, File 12, Marks and Brands, Territorial Records of Cape 
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Artist Karl Bodmer sketched Cape Girardeau in 1833. His patron, Prince 
Maximilian, called it a "poor place ... which lies scattered about." 

Girardeau County, Cape Girardeau County Archive Center. 
26 U.S. v Reuben Field, Box 24, File 25, Territorial Records of 
Cape Girardeau County. The indictment states, "The Grand 
Jurors of the United States for the body of the District of Cape 
Girardeau upon their oaths present that Reuben Fields late of 
the District aforesaid on the twenty fifth day of January in the 
year Eighteen hundred and ten with force and arms at the Dis
trict aforesaid three hogs then running in the woods did steal 
kill and carry a way contrary to the Statute of this Territory and 
to the ill example of all others in like cases off ending and against 
the peace and dignity of the United States of America." The 
phrase "with force and arms" suggests that Field shot the hogs 
when they were foraging in the woods. 
27 Case #525, Scandalous Words Reuben Fields v Benijah 
Laugherty, Box 11, File 15, Territorial Records of Cape 
Girardeau County, Cape Girardeau County Archive Center. 
28 Clarke, p. 42. 
29 Morris, p. 105. 
30 Ibid; Clarke, pp. 40-41. See also Larry E. Morris, "Depend
able John Ordway," WPO, May 2001, pp. 28-33. 
3 1 Clarke, p. 56. 
32 Ibid., p. 49. 
33 David C. Hunt and Marsha V. Gallagher, Karl Bodmer's 
America (Omaha: Joslyn Art Museum, 1984), p. 123. 
34 The original Red House, built in the French colonial style, 
was destroyed by a tornado in 1850. The reconstruction was 
based on an 1870 drawing. Its three rooms are furnished with 
period pieces and include interpretive displays. It opened to the 
public on November 21, 2003, as part of a three-day Lewis and 
Clark bicentennial celebration. For more on the Red House In
terpretive Center and other historic sites in Cape Girardeau, 
contact the Cape Girardeau Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
100 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 (800-777-0068, 
www.capegirardeaucvb.org). 

The author would like to thank the following for their help 
with her research: New Madrid County Recorder Ann Evans 
Copeland; Joan Feezor, Missouri State Archives Archivist for 
Southeast Missouri; ans Steven Pledger and Cathi Stoverink of 
the Cape Girardeau County Archive Center. 

Journal excerpts: Cape Girardeau 
The following passages are from Meriwether Lewis's journal 
account of his stop at Cape Girardeau. The first describes a 
horse race ("raise," "rase ")staged by boisterous American 
backwoodsmen. The second concerns the captain's far more 
agreeable visit with Louis Lorimier's family. 

this seane reminded me very much of their small raises in 
Kentucky among the uhcivilized backwoodsmen, nor did the 
subsequent disorder which took place in consequence of the 
descision of the judges of the rase at all lessen the 
resembleance; one fellow contrary to the descision of the 
judges swore he had won & was carrying off not only his own 
horse but that also of his competitor; but the other being the 
stoutest of the two dismounted him and took both horses in 
turn; it is not extrawdinary that these people should be 
disorderly they are almost entirely emegrant from the fronteers 
of Kentuckey & Tennessee, and are the most dessolute and 
abandoned even among these people; they are men of 
desperate fortunes, but little to loose either character or 
property- they bett very high on these raises in proportion to 
their wealth; it is not uncommon for them to risk the half or 
even the whole of their personal property on a single wager; 
their property consists principally in Horses and black Cattle. 
.. . these people have some [specie] among them, but their 
circulating medium is principally Horses, Cattle, Cotton & lead. 

this man [Lorimier] agreeably to the custom of many of the 
Canadian Traders has taken to himself a wife from among the 
aborigines of the country his wife is a Shawnee woman, from 
her complexion is half blooded only. she is a very desent 
woman and if we may judge from her present appearance has 
been very handsome when young, she dresses after the 
Shawnee manner with a stroud leggings and mockinsons, 
differing however from them in her linin which seemed to be 
drawn beneath her girdle of her stroud, as also a short jacket 
with long sleeves over her linin with long sleeves more in the 
stile of the French Canadian women; by this woman Lorimier 
has a large family of very handsome Children three of which 
have attained the age of puberty; the daughter is remarkably 
handsome & dresses in a plain yetfashonable stile or such as 
is now Common in the Atlantic States among the respectable 
people of the middle class. she is an agreeable affible girl, & 
much the most descent looking feemale I have seen since I left 
the settlement in Kentuckey a little below Louisville.- The 
Comdt. pressed me to stay to supper which I did, the lady of 
the family presided, and with much circumspection performed 
the honours of the table: supper being over which was really a 
comfortable and desent one I bid the family an afectionate 
adieeu- ; the Comdt. had a Couple of horses paraded, and one 
of his sons conducted me to Old Cape jeradeau, the distance 
by the rout we went was 3 miles here I found my boat and 
people landed for the night. found Capt.Clark Very unwell. 

-Meriwether Lewis 
November 23, 1803 

Source: Gary M. Moulton. ed., Joumafs'Of the lewis & Clark Expedition, Vol, 2, pp. 106'108. 
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GREAT 

GANGUES 
of 

BUFFALOW 
Lewis and Clark's encounters 

with the plains bison 

BY KENNETH C. W ALCHECK 

B efore sunrise on the morning of September 
17, 1804, Meriwether Lewis set out for a 
walk on the prairie. The Pacific-bound 

Corps of Discovery had left on its journey up the 
Missouri more than four months before and was 
now deep in present-day South Dakota. Lewis had 
been confined to the expedition's keelboat for the 
last few days and was eager now to "view the inte
rior of the country." The captain and the two other 
men who accompanied him marveled at the broken 
landscape, "intersected with deep revenes and steep 
irregular hills," from which they observed "a fine 

leave! plain extending as far as the eye can reach." 
In one area a colony of prairie dogs had nibbled the 
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John Clymer's dramatic painting depicts Wi lliam Clark and his h1 

grass so short it resembled a "beautifull bowlinggreen in 
fine order." This vista, so "rich pleasing and beatiful," was 
further enhanced by" immence herds of Buffaloe deer Elk 
and Antelopes which we saw in every direction .... I do 
not think I exagerate when I estimate the number of 
Buffaloe .. . to amount to 3000."1 

Buffalo were by now a familiar sight to the explorers 
and would be routinely noted in their journals for most 
of the next 10 months, until late July 1805, when they left 
the grasslands that nourished the great herds and entered 

the Rocky Mountains. 
The American buffalo, more correctly known as the 

plains bison, makes its first appearance in the journals on 
June 6, 1804, when the Corps of Discovery was still in the 



omeward-bound party on the Yellowstone River in August 1806, their downstream passage blocked by a "gangue of Buffalow" fording the river. 

relatively wooded country of what is today central Mis
souri. Clark noted in passing that they observed "Some 
buffalow Sign to day" -presumably tracks or droppings, 
but not the animals themselves.2 

It would be another three weeks before they sighted a 
buffalo, near present-day Kansas City on June 28, and two 
months after that before they shot a buffalo. The kill
the first of at least 265 during their two years and four 
months on the trail-occurred on August 23 near today's 
Vermillion, South Dakota, and Private Joseph Field was 
the hunter. Although the journals provide no details of 
this hunt, they tell us that Meriwether Lewis led a party 
of 12 men to retrieve the butchered meat, which was salted 
and packed into two barrels.3 

The bison encountered on the Kansas and Dakota prai
ries were almost certainly the first ever seen by the cap
tains and most of their men.4 Before the arrival of Euro
peans in North America, bison had ranged into the Ohio 
Valley and as far east as today's New York State, Pennsyl
vania, Virginia, and Georgia; Daniel Boone hunted them 
in the mountains of North Carolina. Eastern bison were 
probably never abundant, however, and while a few man
aged to survive in remote areas until the early 1830s, they 
were effectively extinct by the time of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition.5 

Today's plains bison, Bison bison, has been present in 
North America for 12,000 years, since the end of the last 
ice age. It probably evolved from Bison latifrons, a species 
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In this painting by Charles Fritz, Mandans chase buffalo on a hunt joined by lewis and other members of the Corps of Discovery on December 7, 1804. 

descended from Bison priscus, a native of the Siberian 
steppe which crossed the Bering Land Bridge at least 
300,000 years ago. Two other ice-age species, Bison 
antiquus and Bison occidentalis, also flourished for a time 
before dying out. These earlier species coexisted with other 
large herbivores such as mastodons and woolly mammoths 
and a host of big predators, including saber-toothed ti
gers and American lions. Changes in climate and habitat 
led to the extinction of these large mammals, and the ef
fectiveness of Paleoindian hunters probably hastened their 
demise as well. The modern bison appears to have adapted 
better to the drier, hotter environment of the Great Plains 
and to have coped better with its chief predators, wolves 
and humans. Although the plains bison is a big animal
mature cows average 700 pounds and bulls 2,000 pounds
its ice-age predecessors were bigger, and several species 
had huge horns spanning six or more feet, with points 
facing forward (rather than up, as in B. bison's case), sug
gesting that their normal defense was to stay put and fight. 
Early bison may also have been more solitary. By con
trast, their smaller modern descendants survived by run
rling from danger and massing in large herds.6 

Lewis and Clark could scarcely fathom the size of bi
son herds, particularly on the more remote reaches of the 
Missouri and Yellowstone rivers . On June 30, 1805, above 
the Great Falls of the Missouri, Clark gazed upon a single 
herd he estimated at 10,000 strong. On July 24 of the fol
lowing year, while he was descending the Yellowstone, 
the abundance of wildlife (elk, antelope, and wolves as 
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well as buffalo) left him speechless-any estimate of num
bers, he wrote, would be "increditible. I shall therefore be 
silent on the Subject further." A week later, on August 1, 
his party "was obliged to lay to for an hour" while a 
"gangue of Buffalow ... as thick as they could Swim" 
forded the river, blocking downstream passage. After 
making camp that evening, two other "gangues ... Crossed 
a little below us, as noumerous as the first."7 

While Clark explored the Yellowstone on the home
ward journey, Lewis was several hundred miles to the 
north, reconnoitering the upper Marias River, in country 
equally thick with bison. When he and his party fled the 
scene of their violent encounter with Blackfeet Indians 
on Two Medicine Creek, they "continued to pass immence 
herds of buff aloe" from late in the afternoon through all 
of the following night.8 

The size of herds staggered the imagination of count
less prairie travelers through most of the 19th century, until 
the coming of the railroads and an army of hide hunters 
in the 1870s drove bison to near-extinction-fewer than a 
thousand individuals survived by 1885, when conserva
tionists began their ultimately successful efforts to restore 
at least a remnant population. No one can know for sure 
how many bison roamed the Great Plains before the ar
rival of Europeans. An oft-cited figure is 60 million, al
though more recent calculations put the estimate closer 
to 30 million. 9 

All of the expedition's journalists invariably referred 
to "buffalo," never bison, the scientifically correct term. 



Buffalo (wild oxen) are not native to North America. The 
name buffalo probably came from voyageurs who spoke 
of the wild cattle they found on the Canadian plains as 
boeuf, the French word for ox. The derivations "bufflo" 
and "buffelo" were adopted by English-speaking settlers. 
The name was common by 1754, when it appeared in natu
ralist Mark Catesby's pioneering work, A Natural His
tory of Carolina.10 

WINTER AT FORT MANDAN 

The Corps of Discovery reached the Mandan and Hidatsa 
villages at Knife River, in present-day North Dakota, in 
late October of 1804 and set about building winter quar
ters. Fort Mandan was completed on November 25, just 
in time to shelter the explorers from the first arctic front 
sweeping across the northern plains. The next two months 
were brutally cold as a mantle of frigid air settled over the 
region-the captains recorded 37 days when their ther
mometer plunged below zero, including one day when it 
sank to minus 43.1' 

The weather was "So Cold that we do not think it pru
dent to turn out to hunt," wrote Clark on December 12, 
when the morning temperature registered minus 38. But 
hunt they did, driven by the imperative of feeding a party 
of more than forty men. A week before, the Mandan chief 
Sheheke ("Big White") had called at the fort to report "that 
a large Drove of Buffalow was near and his people was 
wating for us to join them in a Chase." Lewis and 15 of 
the men took up the invitation. While the Indians ("with 
great dexterity") hunted from horseback using bows and 
arrows, the captain and his party pursued the animals on 
foot with rifles, killing 14. They butchered five of the car
casses (leaving the remaining nine for the Mandans) and 
hauled the meat back to the fort "by the assistance of a 
horse in addition to what the men Packed on their backs. " 12 

The next morning, Clark and another 15-man party joined 
the fray, killing eight buffalo. The thermometer that morn
ing read minus 12, but a stiff northwest wind made it feel 
much colder. Clark's slave, York, suffered frostbite on his 
feet and penis. Several other men returned "a little frost 
bit," and Clark himself admitted feeling "a little fatigued 
haveing run after the Buffalow all day in Snow many Places 
10 inches Deep." 13 

As winter progressed and game around the fort became 
scarcer, hunters were forced to venture farther afield. On 
February 3, Clark descended the frozen Missouri with 16 
men, along with three horses and two sleighs for hauling 
meat. Traveling downstream for nearly sixty miles, over 
the course of a 10-day hunt they killed 40 deer, 19 elk, 

and three bison bulls. Some of the animals were deemed 
"meager" by Clark and consequently unfit for human 
consumption. Trudging through knee-deep snow, they 
returned to the fort on February 13. They would kill no 
more bison until April. 

The explorers and Mandans engaged in many joint 
hunts that winter. Historian James Ronda has observed 
that these forays, "often in bitter cold and through deep 
snow," increased "the sense of sharing a common life on 
the plains."14 The captains admired the skills of their In
dian hosts, particularly when they hunted on horseback. 
Clark later told Nicholas Biddle how the Mandans drove 
buffalo onto a "fit place for movements of horse." After 
singling out and closing with an individual animal (almost 
always a cow, whose meat was pref erred), the hunter filled 
its flank with arrows and moved on to another and an
other, until his quiver was empty. Women followed the 
hunters and took care of skinning and butchering. 15 

The captains were equally impressed by Indians' agility 
at retrieving the carcasses of drowned buffalo swept down 
the Missouri during spring breakup, when young men made 
a kind of sport of riding the surging ice floes. "I observed 
extrodanary dexterity of the Indians in jumping from one 
Cake of ice to another, for the purpose of Catching the 
buffalow as they float" downstream, wrote Clark. Many 
of the ice cakes, he added, "are not two feet Square."16 

It was during the spring thaw that the Mandans and 
neighboring Hidatsas also set fire to the range surround
ing their villages. The purpose of this annual burn was to 
encourage the growth of new grass, which benefited their 
horse herds and induced "the Buff al ow to come near." 17 

As these and other journal entries make abundantly clear, 
buffalo were critical to the material life of plains Indians. 
They depended on buffalo meat for food and on buffalo 
hides for shelter and clothing, among other necessities. So 
too did the Corps of Discovery, which spent 16 of its 28 
months on the trail in buffalo country and over time as
similated much of the Indians' buffalo culture. 

In addition to meeting the material needs of plains 
tribes, buffalo were also central to native spiritual life. 
Clark observed how some Mandans adopted buffalo skulls 
as objects of "medicine," or personal power. When the 
explorers placed the severed head of a buffalo they had 
killed on the bow of one of the expedition's boats, a Man
dan who happened by stopped to engage the head in a 
ceremonial smoke, passing his pipe between his lips and 
the buffalo's in a dialogue that went on for at least fifteen 
minutes.18 

Clark's best-known account of the bison's spiritual 
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Karl Bodmer's landscape with buffalo depicts a scene on the Missouri near its junction with Porcupine Creek, below the mouth of the Milk River. 

importance is his description of the buffalo-calling ritual. 
This "curious Custom," as he put it, had the dual pur
pose of bringing the herds closer to the village and trans
£ erring old men's hunting prowess to young men, the 
medium of exchange being sexual intercourse with the 
young men's wives. Sex as a "conduit for power," notes 
Ronda, was "an integral part of northern plains hospi
tality."19 The old men, young men, and young men's 
wives gathered in an earth lodge, with the old men seated 
on robes around a central fire. Each young man then se
lected an old man and offered him food and tobacco. 
After smoking together, the young man offered his wife 
(naked under her robe) to the old man. As Clark explains, 
the wife "takes the Old man (who verry often can 
Scercely walk) and leades him to a Convenient place for 
the business, after which they return to the lodge. "20 

The ritual related by Clark occurred over three nights 
in early January. Whites were thought to have special 
power, too, and Clark reports that at least one of the 
expedition's men took part. The journal of a white trader 
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at Knife River makes clear that other members of the 
corps also joined in and were "untiringly zealous" in 
furthering the cause of Indian-white relations, appar
ently to good results: a Mandan chief attributed the 
success of his tribe's January hunt to their medicine. 21 

FORT MANDAN TO THE ROCKIES 

The Corps of Discovery left Fort Mandan on April 7, 1805, 
and again headed up the Missouri, bound for the Rocky 
Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. In a letter to his mother 
written a week before, Lewis talked about the country's 
abundance of game, which "seems to increase as we 
progress; our prospect for starving is therefore conse
quently small. "22 In fact, game proved scarce for the first 
week out-a direct result, the captains correctly surmised, 
of local hunting by the Hidatsas.23 When a hunter killed a 
deer on the 11th, it was their first fresh meat since depart
ing Knife River. Over the next several days they bagged 
some beavers and a couple of antelopes. On the 14th, Clark 
killed a buffalo bull, but it was so "meagre" that only the 
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marrow bones and a little meat were salvaged. Three days 
later, Lewis shot what he thought was the fattest buffalo 
in a herd but was disappointed to find it "so poar" as to 
be "unfit for uce," and he took only the tongue.24 

While walking the banks the next day, Lewis noticed 
patches of sun-bleached buffalo hair hanging from rose 
bushes . The hair had "every appearance of the wool of 
the sheep, tho' much finer and more silkey and soft," lead
ing him to conclude that it would make "an excellent 
cloth." (An effort to make commercial buffalo wool was 
attempted in Manitoba in the 1820s, but the manufactur
ing costs were more than ten times those of sheep's wool 
woven in England. )25 

Buffalo and game in general became more numerous as 
the explorers approached the Missouri's junction with the 
Yellowstone, a point reached on April 25. Proceeding on, 
they soon entered a veritable hunter's utopia, with bison, 
elk, and pronghorns "feeding in every direction," wrote 
Lewis; "we kill whatever we wish, the buff aloe furnish us 
with fine veal and fat beef. "26 One buffalo in good shape, 
they found, supplied as much meat as four deer, or one 
elk and a deer, and could feed the corps' 32 adult mem
bers for a single day.27 The tongue, marrow, and hump 
meat from a young cow were especially prized, and as 
every Lewis and Clark buff knows, the buffalo sausage 
called boudin blanc was everyone's favorite. Esteemed by 
Lewis as "one of the greatest delacies of the forrest," 
boudin blanc was the specialty of the interpreter Toussaint 
Charbonneau. He made it by kneading flour, salt, and 
pepper, kidney suet, and the choicest cuts of meat into a 
kind of pudding that was stuffed into a length of intes
tine, which he then boiled in water and fried in bear's oil. 
The result, Lewis declared, was guaranteed to "esswage 
the pangs of a keen appetite. "28 

Throughout their journey through the high plains, the 
explorers were surprised by the lack of fear displayed by 
buffalo and many of the other grazing animals in their 
presence. They were "so gentle," Lewis noted on April 
25, "that we pass near them while feeding, without 
apearing to excite any alarm . .. they frequently approach 
us more nearly to discover what we are, and in some in
stances pursue us a considerable distance. "29 The buffalo, 
he observed in a later entry, "are extreemly gentle," and 
"the bull buffaloe particularly will scarcely give way to 
you. I passed several in the open plain within fifty paces, 
they viewed me for a moment as something novel and then 
very unconcernedly continued to feed. "30 Echoing his co
commander, Clark on May 11 recorded, "we observe in 
every derection Buffalow, Elk, Antelopes & Mule deer 

inumerable and So jintle that we Could approach near 
them with great ease." 

Some conservation biologists believe that the high plains 
bounded by the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers consti
tuted a buffer zone between warring tribes living on its 
margins and that the resulting absence of hunting pres
sure was the reason for this absence of fear or even wari
ness. 31 As Clark himself observed in his journal entry of 
August 29, 1806, "the greatest number of wild animals" 
seem to be found "in the country between the nations 
which are at war with each other." Others are skeptical of 
this thesis, maintaining there is little historical evidence 
to support the existence of buff er zones along the upper 
Missouri.32 According to this view, any tribe dependent 
on bison for its very existence had no choice but to fol
low the herds and did so, even when it meant intruding 
on an enemy's territory. This contention is supported by 
Lewis's journal entry of August 19, 1805, about the moun
tain-dwelling Shoshones' annual late-summer buffalo hunt 
on the plains, where they were likely to encounter hostile 
Blackfeet or Atsinas. Two other Pacific slope tribes, the 
Salish and Nez Perce, also ventured onto the plains to hunt 
bison. (The Nez Perces traveled the "Road to the 
Buffalo," a route that took them up the Blackfoot River 
and across the Continental Divide at today's Lewis and 
Clark Pass, west of Great Falls, Montana.)33 

The Great Plains was a vast place, supporting tens of 
millions of bison and other large game animals, the ma
jority of which passed their lives with little or no contact 
with the relatively small number of humans who also lived 
off its bounty. This surely was the main reason for the 
lack of hunting pressure, and consequent lack of fear, noted 
by Lewis and Clark. 

As the explorers pushed on they found recent evidence 
of large Indian parties-the remains of two encampments, 
totaling several hundred lodges, on opposite sides of the 
Missouri near its junction with the Judith.34 They also 
noted the presence of "buffaloe roads," trails up to ten 
feet wide cut over many years by bison moving between 
grazing areas and the river.35 Such trails often crossed the 
river at natural fords; as Lewis observed, these were ideal 
ambush spots for grizzlies.36 

One bison encounter they would rather have missed 
occurred in the early hours of May 29, when a lone bull 
swam across the river and rampaged through camp, his 
hoofs smashing York's rifle and narrowly missing the 
heads of several men asleep in their bed rolls. The bark
ing of Lewis's dog, Seaman, diverted the bull's course, 
hastening its exit and preventing additional mayhem. 
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Lewis pronounced himself "well 
content, happey, indeed, that we 
had sustaned no further injury. "37 

Later the same day, after break
ing camp, the expedition came 
upon a pile of putrefying bison 
carcasses massed at the foot of a 
cliff opposite today 's Arrow 
Creek, which Lewis named 
Slaughter River. It appeared ob
vious that Indians had recently 
used this place as a pishkun, or 
buffalo jump. The explorers had 
probably learned about this 
method of killing buffalo by driv
ing them over a cliff during their 
stay with the Mandans and 

This engraving of a bison is based on a painting by John James Audubon, who visited the upper 
Missouri in 1843. It appeared in his work on mammals, The Viviparous Quadrupeds of North America. 

Hidatsas . The pile" created a most horrid stench," noted 
Lewis; "in this manner the Indians of the Missouri 
distroy vast herds of buff aloe at a stroke." Because the 
site is atypical of other pishkuns, however, those who 
have examined the ground disagree whether the buf
falo were driven to their deaths or drowned farther up
stream and washed ashore.38 

Whether or not drowning was the cause in this par
ticular case, the raging currents of spring runoff could be 
deadly. This was especially so at the Great Falls of the 
Missouri, a ten-mile long stretch of cascades and rapids 
reached by the expedition on June 13. Here, wrote Lewis, 
he found 

a vast number of buffaloe feeding in every direction 
arround us in the plains, others coming down in large 
herds to water at the river; the fragments of many 
carcases of these poor anamals daily pass down the 
river, thus mangled I pesume in decending those 
immence cataracts above us. as the buff aloe generally 
go in large herds to water and the passages to the river 
above the falls are narrow and steep the hi[ n Jder part 
of the herd press those in front out of their debth and 
the water instatly takes them over the cataracts where 
they are instantly crushed to death without the pos
sibility of escaping. in this manner I have seen ten or 
a douzen disappear in a few minutes. their mangled 
carcases ly along the shores below the falls in consid
erable quantities and afford fine amusement for the 
bear wolves and birds of prey. 39 

Journal excerpts: we "saw the prairie covered with buffalo" 
Captain Lewis and eleven more of us went out immediately, 
and saw the prairie covered with buffalo and the Indians on 
horseback killing them. They killed 30 or 40 and we killed 
eleven of them. They shootthem with bows and arrows, and 
have their horses so trained that they will advance very near 
and suddenly wheel and fly off in case the wounded bufaloe 
attempt an attack. 

-Patrick Gass, December 7, 1804 

the river rose 13 inches the last 24 hours[.] I observed 
extrodanary desterity of the Indians in jumping from one Cake 
of ice to another, for the purpose of Catching the buff a low as 
they float down[.] maney of the Cakes of ice which they pass 
over are not two feet Square. 

-Clark, March 30, 1805 

In the Evening we were Joined by Captain Lewis and his 
party.- They had killed several buffaloes, Antelopes, and Deer; 
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which they brought with them and a Buffalo Calf alive, which 
had followed them 7 or 8 Miles, it being common for the Buffalo 
Calves, when separated from their dams, to follow the hunters. 

-Joseph Whitehouse, April 26, 1805 

Last night we were all allarmed by a large buffaloe Bull, which 
swam over from the opposite shore and coming along side of 
the white perogue, climbed over it to land, he then alarmed ran 
up the bank in full speed directly towards the fires, and was 
within 18 inches of the heads of some of the men who lay 
sleeping before the centinel could allarm him or make him 
change his course, still more alarmed, he now took his direciton 
immediately towards our lodge, passing between 4 fires and 
within a few inches of the heads of one range of the men as they 
yet lay sleeping, when he came near the tent, my dog saved us 
by causing him to change his course a second time. 

-Lewis, May 29, 1805 
Source: Gary M. Moulton. ed .. JoumlJ/s af rhe lewis & Clark Expedirian. 



One day during a reconnoiter of the upper falls, Lewis 
had a series of "curious adventures" by turns terrifying 
and bemusing. First a grizzly bear chased him into the 
river. Then he squared off against a "tyger cat" (probably 
a wolverine) that appeared to vanish into thin air when he 
shot at it. Near the end of the day, three bull buffalo broke 
off from a herd "and ran full speed towards me." The trio 
approached within a hundred yards, stopped abruptly, and 
after taking "a good view" of this strange two-legged crea
ture "retreated with precipitation." Lewis imagined for a 
moment that he was adrift in a dream landscape where 
"all the beasts of the neighbourhood had made a league to 
destroy me." Prickly-pear thorns pierced his moccasins 
and his reverie. It was time to get back to camp.40 

Buffalo figured in another memorable incident at the 
Great Falls-Lewis's abortive attempt to launch the "Ex
periment," his collapsible iron-frame boat. The skin of 
the 36-foot-long vessel comprised 28 elk hides and four 
buffalo hides, and the seams were caulked with a mixture 
of beeswax, charcoal, and tallow rendered from buffalo 
fat. 41 Lewis wanted to use pitch as a sealant, but no pine 
was available for making it. He was hopeful his impro
vised caulking would do the job since a similar concoc
tion had been used to plug leaks in the expedition's dug
out canoes, but it failed to adhere to the skins, and the 
Experiment filled to the gunwales with water and was 
abandoned. 42 (On the return journey, buffalo hides were 
used successfully in the construction of bullboats, which 
did not have seams.)43 

During the iron-frame boat's two-week assembly at the 
Upper Portage Camp, Lewis served as cook, a job he evi
dently enjoyed. One day, he "boiled a large quantity of 
excellent dryed buffaloe meat and made each man a large 
suet dumpling by way of a treat."44 

The Mandans had said the buffalo country would end 
beyond the Great Falls, and their prediction proved right. 
The corps' civilian hunter, George Drouillard, shot a buf
falo on the morning of July 16, just two days after the 
explorers left tl1e falls, as they were approaching the Gates 
of the Mountains. It made a hearty breakfast. In addition 
to whatever meat he consumed, the culinarily adventur
ous Lewis noted that "here for the first time I ate of the 
small guts of the buffaloe cooked over a blazing fire in the 
Indian stile without any preperation of washing or other 
clensing and found them very good." 

Two weeks later, in the Jefferson Valley, they observed 
only buffalo sign-bones and excrement "of an old date," 
wrote Lewis in his entry for August 2, lamenting that "we 
have long since lost all hope of meeting with that animal 

in these mountains."45 The meat yielded by Drouillard's 
kill a fortnight before was the last fresh buffalo they would 
taste for 12 months, until their return, in July of 1806, to 
the high plains and the land of endless herds.46 

Foundation member Kenneth Walcheck, a retired wildlife 
biologist, lives in Bozeman, Montana. He wrote about wolves 

in the May 2004 WPO. 
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August 23 -0ctober 26, 1804 

October 27, 1804-April 6, 1805 

April 7-26, 1805 

South Dakota to Mandan villages 

Fort Mandan and vicinity 

19 
54 

21 

40 
51 

April 27-June 13, 1805 

June 14-July 14, 1805 
July 15-25, 1805 

June 30-September 2, 1806 

TOTAL 

Fort Mandan to mouth of Yellowstone 

Yellowstone to Great Falls of Missouri 

Great Falls and vicinity 
Great Falls to Three Forks of Missouri 

Travelers' Rest to South Dakota 

1 
79 

''This figure almost certainly understates the actual total. Some journal entries mention buffalo being killed but 

provide no specific number. Source: Gary E. Moulton, ed., The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, volumes 

2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, ands 11. 
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L&CMedical 
Chests and a 

Museum 
Quality 

Collection 
Available for 
Presentations 

Available for lease to museums or organizations, are several finely crafted pine or walnut 
medical chests containing over 50 herbs and chemicals mentioned in planning lists and in the 
journals. Also included are 15 to 20 fine replica, vintage and period correct instruments. 
Each comes with the most definitive documentation available to aid in interpretation and dis
play. These are probably the most complete in the country, and each has a value of $3-5000. 

ALSO available is another collection of 15 or more 6-board pine trunks filled with 400 to 500 
natural science specimens and expedition artifacts and gear, most with documentation cross 
referenced to the journal Composed of replica, vintage and some period-correct antiques; many 
of these collections have been displayed across the country at schools, museums, re-enactments 
and on the Discovery Expedition. These mostly "hands on" materials are available with up to 2 
interpreters, but to display all at an event, local interpreters would be needed. Educator 
workshops are available with extensive documentation supplied, and advice on how to produce 
and use educational/ historical trunks. These trunks and materials cost over $15, 000 as of 
Sept 04, and valuable items and upgrades are added weekly. 

TOPIC / TRUNK UST: 
1. Medical Chest, Drugs and Instruments: @75 articles described above. 
2. Animals of the Expedition: @70+ mostly mammal specimens. 
3. Botanical specimens: @12 specimens collected or noted by the expedition from MT, ID and WA). 
4. Geological Specimens: @20 specimens from Great Falls MT, to Astoria WA. 
5. Food and Cooking Gear: @ 60+ items 
6. Private Shannon/ Soldier's Personal Gear/ Clothing: @65+ items 
7. Private Shiel.ds/ Gunsmith and Blacksmith Tools: @ 4o+ items. 
8. Sergeant Gass/ Woodworking Tools: @55+ items 
9. Captains Clark and Lewis Gear: @45+ items, which include mre antique scientific instruments: 
10. Indian Trade Goods: @45+ items. 
11. Indian Artifact, Replicas and Foods: @ 6o+ items. 

Booking information: contact "Lewis & Clark Presentations'' 
John W. Fisher • jwfisher@j;tarband.net 
25216 Arrow Highline Rd.• Juliaetta, Idaho 83535 • 208-843-7159 

REGIONAL FOUNDATION MEETINGS 
OPEN TO AIJ. MEMBERS 

April 9 ~efferson City, Mo. 
April 16 in Lolo, Mont. 
ApriJ ·23 in Washington, D.C. 
May 7 in Omaha, Neb. 

/ 

Meetings will include: 
•At least one nationaJ1y recognized scholar 
•A guided tour of a trail site or related 
exhibit 
•Chapters will share programs and projects 
•Information regarding Foundation projects, 
programs and Third Century initiatives 
•Lunch will be available for a small charge 

Information available at 
www.lewisandclark.org 
on the calendar under the meeting date. 

Register in advance with Wendy 
Raney at wraney@lewisandclark.org 
so lunch can be provided. A small 
fee will be charged for lunch, 

~ 
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Reviews 

Hopping great trains of thought on a ramble through Lewis and Clark country 
Scenes of Visionary Enchantment: 
Reflectiohs on Lewis and Clark 

Dayton D uncan 

University ofNebraska Press 
202 pages I $22 cloth 

A good film might provoke all sorts 
of fascinating thoughts, but if you 

stop along the way to indulge them 
you'll soon find yourself out of sync 
with the movie, unable to follow the 
rest of the story. With a good book this 
source of inhibition doesn't exist. One 
can pause to follow any train of thought 
for as long as desired, then return to 
the point of launch, seemingly uninter
rupted, whenever. 

"Travel books" are no exception, 
and the best travel books can satisfy
and provoke-one's wanderlust simul
taneously. You can pause to imagine 
yourself doing the same exploring, yet 
at the same time recognize that it will 
never be possible. By the end, you can 
want more than ever to take the trip, 
yet feel as if you already have. What 
would it be like to read a good travel 
book composed of musings, of trains 
of thought provoked by a detailed read
ing of yet another "travel book," one 
of the greatest of them all, the story of 
the Corps of Discovery? Would Lewis 
and Clark buffs enjoy a collection of 
essays whose signal function is to pro
vide varied trains of thought whose 
routes inspire side-trips of their own? 

This is what Dayton Duncan deliv
ers in his collection of essays Scenes of 
Visonary Enchantment: a travel book 
of ideas, the chance for a reader to hop 
along inside the mind of a thoughtful 
man who is doing what comes natu
rally-thinking- after having spent a 
wealth of time studying and pondering 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition and all 
its stories and ramifications. And 
Duncan gives us a great ride. 

I devoured this book, perhaps be
cause I'm a relative newcomer to the 
mental-health problem that Duncan 
diagnoses in himself under the name 
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Lewis-and-Clark-itis. Odds are that 
most anyone reading WPO "suffers" 
from this contagious disorder, though 
perhaps not as severely as Duncan. H e 
confesses that his own case is now in
curable; it's gotten so bad (deep into 
"stage four") that he can start a day by 
remembering what the Corps of Dis
covery was doing 200 years earlier
but not that it's his own birthday. 

Much of the book consists of essays 
that began as speeches Duncan gave 
back when he suffe1·ed merely from 
"stage three" of the disease-the "talk
ative" phase that the friends and rela
tives of this magazine's readers may 
have diagnosed in many of us. Here we 
are when Duncan delivers a keynote 
speech to a Lewis and C lark bicenten
nial organizing group, in which he ex
plicates the many reasons he finds the 
expedition's story so endlessly fascinat
ing-including the "novelistic depth 
and diversity" of its characters, "as if 
this great American nonfiction epic had 
been written instead by a Dickens or a 
Tolstoy." There we are at the 1999 dedi
cation of newly reconstructed chim
neys at Fort Mandan, where Duncan 
contemplates all the things the hearths 
there likely witnessed and heard 195 

years earlier-but that the journal
keepers never mentioned. In another 
essay, Duncan's musings about the 
wealth of unreported and unknown 
aspects of the corps's experience lead 
him to hatch a marvelous, intriguing 
theory about Alexander Willard, and 
whether he really and truly fell asleep 
while on watch that night in present
day N ebraska. Could it be true? Could 
Sergeant Ordway, who turned Willard 
in for the transgression, have known for 
a fact that Willard fell asleep-simply 
by having heard the sound of him snor
ing? Who else on the expedition might 
have been a snorer? Good question! 
And off we go, on another spur track. 

Our ride on Duncan's trains of 
thoughts stops at key locations all along 
the trail, including (repeatedly) the 
famed White Cliffs- Lewis's "scenes of 
visionary enchantment" -where the 
author recalls his first, serendipitous en
counter with Stephen Ambrose; where 
he remembers introducing his friend 
Ken Burns to Montana; where he re
calls accompanying Secretary of Inte
rior Bruce Babbitt on a float trip that 
led to President Clinton's proclaiming 
the Missouri River Breaks National 
Monument . .. and where Duncan la
ments the ruin of the Eye of the Needle, 
a landmark never mentioned by Lewis 
and C lark which captured the imagi
nations of generations of river-floaters 
who followed in their wake. 

Always thought-provoking and en
tertaining, Duncan w rites eloquently 
about the expedition's meaning and its 
power to continually inspire. His re
flections on Lewis's bipolar personal
ity, on th e emotional rollercoaster 
Lewis experienced during the week 
leading up to his 31st birthday are one 
of the more forceful examples. At this 
chapter's conclusion, we share the 
writer's own mood and viewpoint fully. 
We "ache" and "yearn" to be able to 

reach across time to console the ever
unsettled Lewis, to reassure him that 
his life was, indeed, both accomplished 
and lastu1g in value. 



But never is Duncan more eloquent 
than when he considers all the ways na
tive Americans made the expedition's 
success possible, all the ways the 
expedition's members showed respect 
for the tribes they encountered- and all 
the tragic ways most of our ancestors 
have failed to uphold the promise the 
expedition's model offered. Is it too late 
for us to use the bicentennial as an oc
casion to both rediscover and reclaim 
some measure of those potentialities
even if only on a spiritual and intellec
tual level, now that the more practical 
opportunities have forever passed us 
by? Duncan certainly makes us want to, 
and he offers useful ideas for starting. 

This is a book people "suffering" in 
any stage of Lewis-and-Clark-itis will 
enjoy. If you've only just caught the 
bug, Duncan will show you ways you 
haven't yet discovered to use and learn 
from the expedition's story. If you 're 
already past the "talkative phase" and 
deep into "stage four," you likely won't 
find much new information here-but 
you can be certain Duncan's trains of 
thought will drop you off at new start
ing points of your own that you hadn't 
found yet. And for any reader who's 
never before been introduced to the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, I say, 
watch out. Duncan is a carrier, an agent 
of a spreading infection, and he proves 
it- delightfully-on every page. 

- Tom Daubert 

An artist with the 
Corps of Discovery 
Charles Fritz is among the few 

contemporary artists of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition whose work 
approaches those of "Old Masters" 
like C.M. Russell and Joh n Clymer. A 
total of 88 of his paintings- narrative 
scenes, landscapes, and compositional 
studies chronicling the explorers from 
Camp River Dubois to Fort Clatsop 
and back- are now available in a 
handsome new large-format volume, 
Charles Fritz: An Artist with the 
Corps of Discovery (University of 

A scholarly overview of the L&C Expedition 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition 

Harry William Fritz 

Greenwood Press 
184 pages I $45 cloth 

The success of a book often depends 
on whether it fills a market niche and 

connects with an intended audience. 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition, by 
Harry William Fritz, the chair of the 
Department of H istory at the Univer
sity of Montana, in Missoula, scores 
well on both counts. 

The publisher, Greenwood Press, 
aims to bring key events in American 
history into the classroom through a 
carefully crafted series, entitled Green
wood Guides to Historic Events, 1500-
1900. The "volumes are designed to 
serve as resources for student research 
and to provide clearly written interpre
tations of topics." The series helps high 
school and lower division college stu
dents gain a better appreciation of 
American history. Professor Fritz's 
book, a volume in this series, achieves 
this purpose and, in addition, is suit
able for a much wider audience of gen
eral readers seeking an introduction to 
Lewis and Clark. 

Indeed the value of this book lies in 
part with its systematic presentation 

and interpretation of events. Following 
guidelines from the publisher, Fritz 
outlines a basic chronology of the ex
pedition, followed by four topical 
chapters covering the journey to and 
winter layover at Fort Mandan, travel 
across the plains and over the Rockies, 
the trip down the Columbia River and 
encampment at Fort Clatsop, and the 
return journey. Other sections exam
ine scientific and ethnological discov
eries, provide biographical sketches of 

Montana Press and 
Farcountry Press, 104 
pages, $29.95 cloth). 
Fritz's images are 
infused with light, 
and details of dress 
are faithfully ren
dered. Each painting 
is accompanied by the 
artist's commentary 
and the journal 
passage on which it is 
based. An introduc
tion by Harry Fritz 

fritz's Mapping the Missouri: Winter Afternoon at Fort Mandan. 

(no relation), a professor of history at 
the University of Montana, provides 
a brisk recapitulation of the journey. 

(Another of Fritz's paintings appears 
on page 24 of this issue of WPO.) 

-J.l.M. 
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UPPER MISSOURI 
RIVER GUIDES 

Bicentennial Lewis & Clark Canoe Trips on 
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Trail. Camp in L&C campsites. 

Experience the splendor of Montana's Wtld 
& Scenic Upper Missouri River and the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National 

Monument 
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local transportation. 
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Top Quality Canoes and Equipment 

Upper Missouri River Guides is owned and operated 
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of the 270 page guidebook:, "Montana's Wild and 
Scenic Upper Missouri River". 
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key players, and assess the impact and 
significance of the expedition. Inclusion 
of selected primary documents of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition is an added 
bonus. 

Although well documented with se
lections from the journals and other 
sources, Fritz's history reads like a 
story and will surely ho ld the interest 
of most readers. At times the author 
stray s from objectivity. Recounting 
the taking of game during the return 
down the Missouri River in 1806, for 
example, he brands Lewis "the West's 
first slob hunter." 

Illustrations 

I thought the publisher could have 
done a better job with illustrations . 
While they are "on target" as to sub
ject matter and convey important as
pects of the expedition, the images lack 
quality. And, except for the Sacagawea 
coin and a drawing of Clatsop head
flattening (taken from the journals), 
there are no pictures of Native Ameri
cans. Perhaps a few from the works of 
Karl Bodmer would have provided 
context to the story. 

I also found at least one puzzling 
statement. On page 57, the reader is left 
to wonder how the distance on the 
Missouri River between its junctions 
with the Marias and the Yellowstone 
rivers could possibly be 750 miles 
when the distance across the entire 
state of Montana is about 520 miles . 

As a professor of American his
tory, Fritz is fully aware of, and has 
likely read all, the important litera
ture related to Lewis and Clark. His 
detailed annotated bibliography al
lows readers to identify other key 
titles chronicling both popular and 
scholarly aspects of Lewis and Clark, 
particularly the journals. A complete 
glossary and index help tie the book 
and the story together. 

The Lewis and Clark bicentennial 
has produced a slew of new titles on 
the subject. Most add little to the story. 
Professor Fritz's book, however, while 
not breaking new ground, is a valuable 
contribution to the literature, mainly 
because it fills instructional and re-

search needs of students. He also tells 
a good story. 

-John H. Sandy 

The reviewer is a librarian with the Uni
versity of Alabama system. 

The Lemhi Shoshone's 
struggle for a homeland 

Sacajawea's People; 
The Lemhi Shoshones and 
the Salmon River Country 

John W.W. Mann 

University of Nebraska Press 
258 pages I $24.95 cloth 

Every student of Lewis and Clark 
knows of the critical role of the Shos

hone Indians to the expedition's suc
cess- how the band led by Cameah
wait, Sacagawea's brother, provided the 
horses and geographical knowledge 
needed to cross the Rocky Mountains. 
Few, however, are aware of the subse
quent fate of this band, which came to 
be known as the Lemhi Shoshones, or 
of their descendants' century-long ef
fort to reclaim a piece of their tribal 
homeland in the country surrounding 
today's Salmon, Idaho. 

Historian John W.W. Mann tells 
their post-expedition story in his book 
Sacajawea's People: The Lemhi Shos
hones and the Salmon River Country. 
In brief, the Lemhi Shoshones contin
ued to live in their ancestral lands for a 
hundred years after their encounter 
with the Corps of Discovery. Thanks 
largely to the wise leadership of 
Tendoy, a descendant of Cameahwait 
who presided over his people's fortunes 
from 1863 until his death, in 1907, they 
managed to live in relative peace with 
whites. In 1875, after theirterritory was 
homesteaded, they were granted a res
ervation straddling the Lemhi River, 
but just five years later the government 
pressured them to resettle with other 
Shoshones on a reservation at Fort 
Hall, Idaho. The Lemhi Shoshones
who by now had incorporated the 
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Uiji,ID Meeting Natives 
with Lewis and Clark 

by Barbara Fifer, author of the best selling book: 
Going Along with Lewis and Clark 

As the Lewis and Clark Expedition traveled west, 
white explorers and Native Americans encountered 

each other for the first time. In picture and story, 
Barbara Fifer shows us lifestyles and dozens of 

customs of Sioux, Cheyenne, Nez Perce, Tillamook, 
and dozens more American Indian tribes and 
nations-all the residents of America from the 

Mississippi to the Pacific met by Lewis and Clark 
as they explored the continent. 

$12.95 
56 full-color pages, S'h'' x 11 ". Softbound 

Call to order: (800)821-3874 ·-. FARCOUNTRY www.farcountrypress.com 
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We Proceeded On 
(Back issues, 1974 - current) 

All back issues of our quarterly 
historical journal are available. 
Some of the older issues are copier 
reproductions. Orders for a 
collection of all back issues receive 
a 30 percent discount. O rder your 
missing issues to complete your 
set. Call 1-888-701-3434 or order 
online at www.lewisandclark.org. 

$5 copier reproductions 
$10 originals 

$2 shipping & handling 
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P.O. Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 
59403. 406-454-1234/fax: 406-771-
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Bannock s, a n eighborin g band of 
Paiute-speaking Indians-resisted the 
move for 26 years. A majority finally 
relocated in 1906, although a handful 
remained behind as squatters. The 
Lemhi Shoshones at Fort H all main
tained a cultural identity separate from 
other reservation Shoshones while 
keeping their ties with the remnant 
group that had stayed behind in 
Salmon, where they returned season
ally to fish and gather roots. 

The federal government, however, 
no longer recognized the Lemhi Shos
hones as a distinct tribe but lumped 
them with the other Shoshone bands 
at Fort Hall and on the Wind River 
Reservation, in Wyoming. Led by two 
of Tendoy's descendants, Rose Ann 
Abrahamson and Rod Ariwhite, the 
Lemhi Shoshones in recent years have 
fought for the restoration of federal 
recognition and a new reservation in 
their ancestral land. The effort remains 
ongomg. 

Much of Mann's narrative is devoted 
to the Lemhi Shoshones' 20th-century 
legal maneuverings with the Indian 
Claims Commission and other federal 
agencies and panels. This is a compli
cated story that sometimes bogs down 
in excessive detail, at least for a general 
reader. I also struggled with some of the 
author's scholarly synthesis. Early on 
he discusses the pre-contact history of 
the Shoshones and the anthropological 
debates that continue to swirl around 
the origins and groupings of this large 
Uto-Aztecan language group . The text 
is clear on the evolution of the Lemhi 
Shoshones from three separate bands 
in the upper Salmon watershed but 
opaque on how the tribe as a whole be
came the three branches we think of 
today as the Western (Nevada), North
ern (Idaho), and Eastern (Wyoming) 
Shoshones. 

Those quibbles aside, I commend this 
book fo r w hat it is- in the author's 
words, "an attempt to write the Lemhi 
Shoshones back into the history of the 
twentieth century by focusing in par
ticular on their enduring ties to their 
homeland in the Salmon River country." 

-J.l.M. 

The bitterroot as natural 
and cultural history 
The bitterroot-known to botanists 

by its L atin binomial Lew isia 
rediviva-was one of some two hun
dred plants collected on the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, of which seventy 
were new to science. It was one of three 
species ultimately n amed for Meri
wether Lewis, one more than for Clark. 
The plant's edible root was a staple in 
the diets of the Salish Indians and other 
tribes living west of the Continental 
Divide in today's Montana and Idaho, 
and it thrived in the Montana valley that 
now bears its name. (The Salish were 
collecting it in the Bitterroot Valley 
when the Corps of Discovery made 
contact with them in September 1805.) 

All this and much more is conveyed 
in The Story of the Bitterroot, a docu
mentary produced by Looking Glass 
Films, of H amilton, Montana, and 
available on DVD. Directed by Steve 
Slocomb, it provides a wealth of fasci
nating detail about the bitterroot's 
natural and cultural history. Adapted 
to cold, well-drained habitats that are 
sn ow-covered in winter and dry in 
summer, the bitterroot produces 60-70 
seeds that can lie dormant for years 
while waiting for favorable conditions 
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2005 Awards 
The Lewis and Clark Trail H eritage 
Foundation is seeking nominations for 
its 2005 awards: 
• Chapter Award: To a chapter or one 
of its members for some exemplary 
contribution to the foundation's 
m1ss1on. 
• Meritorious Achievement Award: 

Edited by 
Robert A. Saindon 

To a person, organization, or agency 
for scholarly research or other 
significant contributions that bring to 
the nation a greater appreciation and 
awareness of the L&C Expedition. 
• Distinguished Service Awar d: To a 
foundation member who has made an 
outstanding contribution toward 
furthering the purpose and objectives 
of the LCTHF. 

194 articles from WPO 

3 volumes,1 ,493 pages 

$79.85 paper 
• Appreciation Award Certificate: To 
a person or organization for gracious 
support of the foundation and its 
endeavors to preserve and perpetuate 
the lasting historical worth of the L&C 
Expedition. Order from 

Digital Scanning, Inc. 
(888-349-4443; www.digitalscanning.com) 

Send nomina~ons to Carol Bronson. executive director 
of the LCTHF. for forwarding to the Awards 
Committee. (cbronson@lewisandclark.org) 
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George Rogers Clark bidding best \\ishes 
to his younger brother 

William "Billy" Clark and 
Meriwether Lewis 
to explore the Louisiana Purchase. 

Thus, the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition began here 
on October 26, 1803. 

Please plan to attend oar annual 

Lewis & Clark Festival 
held this year on October 22-23, 2005 
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to sprout. The botanist Frederick Pursh 
named the bitterroot rediviva-a plant 
that literally comes back to life- after 
propagating it from one of the dried, 
pressed specimens collected by Lewis. 

Lewisia rediviva was revered by the 
Salish as a staff of life, and its roseate 
flowers, which are typically pink but 
can range from deep purple to white, 
were admired by Anglo-American set
tlers and their descendants. The Story 
of the Bitterroot speaks to the impor
tance of this hardy annual to both na
tives and whites and the ways it has 
shaped community values and defined 
human relationships with the land. 
From Joanne Bigcrane, a tribal ethno
botanist , we hear the story of the 
bitterroot's origins, how it sprang from 
the earth where the tears of a starving 
ancestor had fallen. O ther tribal mem
bers recall how the Salish returned to 
the Bitterroot Valley to collect roots for 
generations after the government re
settled them on a reservation 75 miles 
to the north. Productive digging 
grounds included a field east of where a 
Kmart now stands in Hamilton and the 
mountain slope with the iconic "M" 
behind the University of Montana, in 
Missoula. Then as now, a ceremony ac
companied the first root taken: the dig
ger talked to the plant, welcoming it 
back with the wish that it be bountiful. 

A viewer also learns of Anglos like 
Mary Long Alderson and her campaign 
in the 1890s to make the bitterroot 
Montana's state flower, and of Henry 
Grant, a self-taught horticulturist who 
learned to germinate bitterroot seeds 
by placing them in his freezer to pop 
their shells. "Mr. Bitterroot" re-sowed 
the plant throughout its namesake val
ley. Grant died in 1998, in his late eight
ies, and was buried in his bib overalls 
in a coffin lined with bitterroots. As a 
friend observed, "They're probably 
blooming right now." 

(The Story of the Bitterroot, which 
runs 68 minutes, is available for $25.95, 
postage and handling included, from 
Looking G lass Films, POB 1034, 
Hamilton, MT 59840; www. bitter 
root.tv; e-mail video@bitterroot.tv.) 

-J.l.M. 

In brief: Native 
Homelands: "Most 
Perfect Harmony" 
Native Homelands along the Lewis & 
Clark Trail. $19.95. Order from Uni
versity of Montana Bookstore, James 
Todd Building, Missoula, MT 59812; 
888-333-1995; umtbookstore.com. 

This 35-minute 
documentary pro
duced by the Uni
versity of Mon
tana's Lifelong 
Learning Project 
profiles tribes en
countered by the 
Corps of Discov
ery, from the Man
dan and Hidatsa in North Dakota to 
the Nez Perce and Chinook in the Pa
cific Northwest. Each segment begins 
with a panorama of a tribe's ancestral 
land and a voiceover of a representa
tive speaking in his native tongue-a 
nice touch that underscores the theme 
that the country through which the ex
plorers passed, as one tribal member 
observes, "was not a wilderness at all 
but a beloved homeland." Although the 
briefness of this video limits the amount 
of information it can convey, it is a use
ful introduction to tribal cultures and 
oral histories of the expedition. 

"':Most Perfect 'lfarmony" 
Lewis and C(ark: ?I. 'MusicaC journey 

"Most Perfect Harmony": Lewis and 
Clark: A Musical journey. $15. Order 
from Big Canoe Records, 513 High 
Street, Boonville, MO 65233; www. 
bigcanoerecords. com. 



This latest CD by The Discovery 
String Band is an engaging mix of tra
ditional tunes and new songs, all in
spired by the L&C Expedition. The 
former include pieces the explorers 
would have known such as "Bon
aparte's Retreat" and" Chester," a ditty 
from the Revolutionary War which, as 
the informative liner notes reveal, al
most became the National Anthem. A 
variety of instruments-dulcimer, 
fiddle, jaw harp, triangle, flute, bones
and soaring harmonies render these 
works in lively foot-tapping fashion. 
New pieces capture the majesty of the 
Missouri, York's post-expedition bit
terness about Clark's refusal to grant 
him his freedom, and the dark medita
tions of Meriwether Lewis. Cathy 
Barton's "Journey Song for Pomp" 
evokes the spirit of Sacagawea and her 
infant as they proceed upriver toward 
a rendezvous with her people: 

Kind mother-spirit, guide Pompey 
andme 

Like River to find a way home to 
the sea. 

Many days we will walk, we'll ride 
and we'll float, 

On my back Pomp shall ride in a 
soft cradle-boat. 

• 
Beyond Lewis & Clark: The Army Ex
plores the West, by James P. Ronda. 
$14.95, paper. University of Washing
ton Press, POB 50096, Seattle, WA 
98145-5096; 800-441-4115; www.wash 
ington.edu/uwpress. 

This brief (120-page) but informa
tive companion volume to a national 
traveling exhibit by the Washington 
State Historical Society reminds us that 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition was 
just the first of many explorations of 
the interior West undertaken by the 
U.S. Army in the 19th century-the 
prototype, really. Ronda, one of the 
premier scholars of Lewis and Clark 
and the West, portrays the adventures 
and accomplishments of Zebulon Pike, 
Stephen H. Long, John Charles Fre
mont, and other soldiers whose efforts 
filled in the blanks or speculative spaces 
in William Clark's map. 

-J.l.M. 

L&C Roundup 

L&C in other journals 

The Fall 2004 edition of Oregon His
torical Quarterly is devoted to "Dis

secting the Columbia: Lewis and Clark 
West of the Divide." It has six articles: 
"Describing a New Environment: 
Lewis and Clark and Enlightenment 
Science in the Columbia Basin," by 
William E. Lang; "Focusing on the 
Columbia Gorge: Photography, Geol
ogy, and the Pioneer West," by Terry 
N. Toedmeier; "Where Have All the 
Native Fish Gone? The Fate of Fish 
That Lewis and Clark Encountered on 
the Lower Columbia River," by Vir
ginia L. Butler; "Still Exploring, Still 
Learning in 1806: Observations of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition between 
the Columbia and the Bitterroot 
Range," by Robert Carricker; and 
"Soyaapo and the Remaking of Lewis 
and Clark," by Mark Spence. Copies 
can be purchased for $10 each from the 
Oregon Historical Society's on-line 
store, www.ohsstore.org. 

The Fall 2004 issue of Ohio Valley 
History includes" 'Fairly launched on 
my voyage of discovery': Meriwether 
Lewis's Expedition Letters to James 
Findlay," edited and introduced by 
James J. Holmberg. The recently dis
covered letters were written in March 
1803 and September 1804. Copies can 
be purchased for $10 by contacting 
Ruby Rogers, Cincinnati Museum 
Center, 1301 Western Ave., Cincinnati, 
OH 45203; rrogers@cincymuseum.org. 

Philadelphia's Academy of Natural 
Sciences recently published a 25-page 
monograph with color illustrations en
titled Jefferson's Botanists: Lewis and 
Clark Discover the Plants of the West, 
by Richard McCourt and Earle Spamer. 
The publication is available for $12. 95. 
Contact Richard McCourt, Depart
ment of Botany, ANS, 1900 Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 
19103; mccourt@acnatsci.org. 

The January-February 2005 Wildlife 
Consen1ation includes an article about 
Lewis and Clark and conservation in 
the Pacific West. It can be found on the 
Web at www.wildlifeconservation.org. • 
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Trail Notes 

Stewardship initiatives focus on diversity, advocacy, unity, partnerships 

il
. 1 ebster's Dictionary defines 
/stewardship as, "the individual's 
responsibility to manage his life 

and property with proper regard to the 
rights of others." 

As stewards of the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail, I think we can 
all agree that we must indeed manage 
it, as this definition suggests, "with 
proper regard to the rights of others." 
We must preserve and protect the trail, 
celebrate our heritage and ensure that 
we tell all the stories of the expedition 
in ways that have meaning for every
one. The foundation is working to aug
ment its stewardship programs to do 
just that, in some of the following ways. 

Growth through diversity 
I will serve as staff liaison to the 
foundation's new Diversity Advisory 
Panel, which will review foundation 
programs, projects, and written mate
rials to ensure that the foundation ac
curately tells all the stories of the expe
dition (Native American oral histories 
as well as written historical narratives). 

The panel will advise the foundation 
on topics ranging from protection of 
Native American sacred sites to the 
treatment of York in the foundation's 
curriculum guide. The panel also will 
create a publication to help guide the 
foundation and our chapters into the 
future. 

Advocates for the trail 
There is no end to the number of 
worthwhile projects, programs, and 
stewardship efforts related to the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. There are, how
ever, limited amounts of funding and 
resources available to support them. 
The foundation's board has developed 
a process for reviewing and prioritiz
ing the endeavors it will support on an 
annual basis. 

Requests for foundation support 
will be reviewed by staff and presented 
to the board at its annual meeting (to 
be held this year August 6-10, in Port
land, Oregon). The board will evaluate 
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Creating a united front 
The foundation will hold a series of re
gional meetings in April and May to 
encourage chapters and members to 
communicate and work with others in 
their region. We all share the same mis
sion and should be working as a col
lective whole to achieve our goals. The 
meetings will include a presentation by 
foundation staff on national projects 
and programs, presentations by chap
ters, a keynote address, and a tour of a 
trail or related site. All foundation 
members are invited to attend. There 
will be a small charge for lunch, and 
advance registration is required. Con
tact wraney@lewisanddark.org. 

Date and place of meetings: April 9, 
Jefferson City, Missouri.; April 16, 
Lolo, Montana; April 23, Washington, 
D.C.; and May 7, Omaha, Nebraska. 
For information on a particular meet
ing, visit the calendar on the founda
tion's Web site. 

Building partnerships 
I was recently elected to the Partner
ship for the National Trails System's 

executive committee. The partnership 
was established in 1995 to support in
teraction and cooperation among the 
various private groups and government 
agencies involved with the national sce
nic and historic trails. At a meeting last 
October, the partnership conducted a 
strategic-planning session. The organi
zation is looking toward the future and 
identifying how it can grow in size and 
strength. At this year's annual meeting, 
to be held in June in Las Vegas, the part
nership will focus on tourism, educa
tion, connecting our trails with commu
nity trails and green ways, and capac
ity building for member organizations. 
For more information on the meeting 
and the partnership, visit its Web site at 
www.nationaltrailspartnership.org. 

Stewards of the trail 
The foundation is working closely with 
federal land -management agencies 
along the L&C Trail to develop stew
ardship initiatives that will extend from 
one end of the trail to the other. Projects 
of this magnitude take significant time 
and resources. The foundation's most 
valuable resources are its volunteers. I 
will be looking to our members to par
ticipate in stewardship activities and 
hope that we can develop a broad range 
of opportunities to provide something 
of interest for everyone. 

With a little help from everyone, the 
foundation's stewardship efforts can 
serve the trail with proper respect and 
regard for those who visit the u·ail and 
those who live there. 

Wendy Raney 
Director, Field Operations 

Foundation grants 
The LCTHF last year awarded a total 
of $5,000 in grants to eight scholarship 
and education projects around the 
country. For information about 2005 
grants, contact Carol Bronson, 888-
701-34 34; execdir@lewisandclark.org. • 
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~ Lt the spirit of Lewis and Clark 
guide you to St. Joseph, ~Iissouri 

See through the eyes of the Corps of Discovery with 

interpretive signs at eleven historic areas along the 

Lewis and Clark Trail. Then follow in frontier footsteps to 

explore St. Joseph, a city full of historic attractions. 

St. Joseph, Missouri - discover it. 

For more information visit our web site: 
www.stjomo.com/lewis&clark 

1-800-7 85-0360 
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From the Library 

Lewis & Clark on the World Wide Web 

L 
nf ormation management in the 

library world is increasingly com
plex. The William P. Sherman Li

brary and Archives has the daunting 
task of managing the growing moun
tain of materials-books, journal ar
ticles, pamphlets, films, Web sites, and 
other media-devoted to the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail, and the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 

One of our key jobs is to make this 
body of information available to our 
members and the general public. We do 
a credible job of this, and one of our 
best tools is the World Wide Web, 
which allows a person to access docu
ments, educational materials, bibliog
raphies, and many other resources. 

Located in Great Falls, Montana, the 
Sherman Library provides a number of 
excellent Web-based tools for sharing 
information. If you go to the library 
section of the Foundation's Web site, 
www.lewisandclark.org, you will find 
that We Proceeded On is indexed. The 
collections in the libra1y are also in
dexed, as are many of the more than 
seven thousand images in the Don Nell 
Visual Resources Catalog. 

The Foundation's Web pages also 
include links to other significant sites 
related to Lewis and Clark. In e-mail 
or telephone discussions with research
ers I frequently point out that doing a 
keyword search for materials in our li
brary may well point them to materi
als in other libraries closer to home. 

Founded in 1989. the World Wide 
Web is an Internet-based computer net
work that allows users on one com
puter to access information stored on 
another-a sort of W1iversal database. 
In the wo rds of its creator, Tim 
Berners-Lee, "The dream behind the 
Web is of a common information space 
111 which we communicate by sharing 
information." It includes a vast body 
of information about the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

What will happen to all that Web
based information after the L&C Bi-

centennial ends in 2006? The LCTHF 
is the official entity for archiving the 
Web pages of the National Lewis and 
Clark Bicentennial Council and the or
ganizers of the many Signature Events 
along the L&C Trail. Given that role, 
it isn't surprising that other organiza
tions have approached us with requests 
to archive their bicentennial Web sites. 
We have been archiving bicentennial
related publications, documents, and 
various ephemera for some time now, 
and it seems only logical that we should 
be archiving Web sites too. 

The job is technologically challeng
ing, but it is already being done by uni
versities and by the Library of Con
gress, which on September 12, 2001, 
began archiving Web materials gener
ated by the 9/11 attacks. Think about 
the insights into American life and cul
ture that effort will give researchers a 
century from now. The Library of 
Congress's MINERVA (Mapping the 
INternet Electronic Resources Virtual 
Archive), found at http://www.loc.gov/ 
minerva/, is the location for the 9/11 
archive and several other Web archives. 
Archiving Web sites related to Lewis 
and Clark will also provide a signifi
cant service to future historians and 
scholars. 

-Jill Jackson 
Librarian and Archivist, LCTHF 

Fritz exhibit on tour 
An exhibit of L&C paintings by artist 
Charles Fritz opens February 11 at the 
National Cowboy and Western H eri
tageMuseum, in Oklahoma City, Okla
homa, where it will run through April. 
The exhibit will then proceed to the 
C.M. Russell Museum, in Great Falls, 
Montana (May-August); the Booth Mu
seum of Western Art, in Atlanta Ga.nu
ary-April 2006); the Yellowstone Art 
Museum, in Billings, Montana Gune
August 2006); and the MacNider Art 
Museum, in Macon City, Iowa (Septem
ber 2006-Ja.nuaiy 2007). • 

Soundings (cont from p. 44) 

issued and the latter may soon be with
drawn from circulation by the U.S. 
Treasury. They are the only women 
other than the symbolic Lady Liberty 
ever represented on American coins or 
greenbacks. It would be a shame to lose 
Sacagawea. H er coin recognizes the con
tributions of a revered Native Ameri
can woman to our history while also 
celebrating motherhood, for her sleep
ing baby Pomp is part of tl1e portrait. 

I collect antique postcards and have 
two that depict the Sacagawea statue in 
Portland's City Park at about the time 
of its dedication. Both use the alterna
tive spelling "Sacajawea." One of them, 
printed in Germany, states on the back 
that the statue was "Erected by the 
Women of the United States." The 
other notes, 

The story of Sacajawea (meaning 
"'bird-woman"). She was so named 
by the Indians because of her 
happy, trustful and courageous 
spirit. At a time when failure of 
their expedition seemed imminent 
to Lewis and Clark, Sacajawea led 
the way out of the wilderness to 
their destination. 

Today, of course, we know these 
words do not accura tely portray 
Sacagawea's role in the expedition. That 
does nothing to lessen the importance 
of this lady with an infant child and a 
good-for-nothing husband who gave 
her heart and soul to the journey and 
asked nothing in return except for her 
demand to see a dead whale beached 
upon the shores of the Pacific. She had 
spunk! Also grit and determination, 
qualities she shared with the great cam
paigner for women's suffrage. 

On a recent visit to the U.S. Capitol 
I saw a statue of Susan B. Anthony in 
the Rotunda. It is time that a statue of 
Sacagawea also grace the halls of this 
great building. Both women were ahead 
of their time, and are equally worthy 
of recognition. 

Foundation member Bill Smith lives in 
Jeffersonville, Indiana. He wrote about 
Lewis and Clark and the Wright Broth
ers in the Febrnary 2004 \'{71'0. 
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Soundings 

Sacagawea and Susan B. Anthony 
The Bird Woman and the campaigner for women's suffrage crossed paths a century ago 

BY BILL SMITH 

R ecently, I had two U.S. 
one-dollar coins in my 

pocket, and when I went to use 
them I noticed that one was the 
silver-tinted Susan B. Anthony 
dollar and the other was the 
gold-colored Sacagawea dollar. 
I paused to think about the two 
women whose likenesses (one 
real, the other imagined) appear on these coins. I knew a 
lot about the Indian girl who was a member of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition and the contributions she made to 

it, but I remembered little about Mrs. Anthony other than 
she had something to do with the 19th An1endment to the 
U.S. Constitution, which declares that the "right of citi
zens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or any state on account of 
sex." This prompted me to read a biography of her. I found 
several connections between her and Sacagawea. 

Susan B. Anthony began her battle for women's votes 
before the Civil War, but she died in 1906, 13 years before 
Congress approved the 19th Amendment. After its ratifi
cation by 37 states, women were allowed to vote for the 
first time in the election of November 2, 1920. But as ev
ery Lewis and Clark buff knows, Sacagawea was ahead of 
her 20th-century sisters by almost exactly 115 years. On 
November 24, 1805, after the expedition reached the 
mouth of the Columbia River, Lewis and Clark polled 
each adult member of the Corps of Discovery about where 
to set up winter camp. They included Sacagawea in that 
historic vote. Even today, no 16-year-old girl can vote in 
a federal or state election. 

I doubted that Susan B. Anthony knew anything about 
Sacagawea's vote. I assumed, in fact, that she probably 
knew little or nothing about her at all. Then I learned that 
in June 1905 Mrs. Anthony attended a suffrage meeting 
in Portland, Oregon, during the Lewis and Clark Cen
tennial Exposition. On Women's Day she spoke at the un-
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veiling of a statue of Saca
gawea. She said, "This is the 
first statue erected to a woman 
because of deeds of daring ... . 
This recognition of the assis
tance rendered by a woman, in 
the discovery of this great sec
tion of the country, is but the 
beginning of what is due." 

Suffrage had been defeated by two thousand votes in 
Oregon in 1900. Hopeful that Oregonians would approve 
the vote for women in a referendum scheduled for 1906, 
she went on to say, "Next year, the men of this proud 
state, made possible by a woman [Sacagawea], will decide 
whether women shall at last have the rights in it which 
have been denied them so many years .... Let men remem
ber the part women have played in its settlement and 
progress and vote to give them these rights which belong 
to every citizen." 

Captain William Clark expressed similar sentiments 
when, at the end of the expedition, he wrote Sacagawea's 
husband, the interpreter Toussaint Charbonneau, "Your 
woman who accompanied you that long dangerous and 
facigueing rout to the Pacific Ocian and back diserved a 
greater reward for her attention and services on that rout 
than we had in our power to give her." I like to think that 
had Clark been around to vote in Oregon in 1900 or 1906, 
he would have cast his ballot in behalf of women's suf
frage. From his letter to Charbonneau it is clear he would 
like to have given Sacagawea something for her services. 
Despite her contributions-as an interpreter, food gath
erer, and symbol of the expedition's peaceful intencions
the times did not permit it. It was Charbonneau who col
lected payment of $500.331/J and 320 acres of land, although 
his contributions were significantly less important. 

Neither the Susan B. Anthony nor Sacagawea dollar 
coin has been much of a success. The former is no longer 
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