






















































marrow bones and a little meat were salvaged. Three days 
later, Lewis shot what he thought was the fattest buffalo 
in a herd but was disappointed to find it "so poar" as to 
be "unfit for uce," and he took only the tongue.24 

While walking the banks the next day, Lewis noticed 
patches of sun-bleached buffalo hair hanging from rose 
bushes . The hair had "every appearance of the wool of 
the sheep, tho' much finer and more silkey and soft," lead­
ing him to conclude that it would make "an excellent 
cloth." (An effort to make commercial buffalo wool was 
attempted in Manitoba in the 1820s, but the manufactur­
ing costs were more than ten times those of sheep's wool 
woven in England. )25 

Buffalo and game in general became more numerous as 
the explorers approached the Missouri's junction with the 
Yellowstone, a point reached on April 25. Proceeding on, 
they soon entered a veritable hunter's utopia, with bison, 
elk, and pronghorns "feeding in every direction," wrote 
Lewis; "we kill whatever we wish, the buff aloe furnish us 
with fine veal and fat beef. "26 One buffalo in good shape, 
they found, supplied as much meat as four deer, or one 
elk and a deer, and could feed the corps' 32 adult mem­
bers for a single day.27 The tongue, marrow, and hump 
meat from a young cow were especially prized, and as 
every Lewis and Clark buff knows, the buffalo sausage 
called boudin blanc was everyone's favorite. Esteemed by 
Lewis as "one of the greatest delacies of the forrest," 
boudin blanc was the specialty of the interpreter Toussaint 
Charbonneau. He made it by kneading flour, salt, and 
pepper, kidney suet, and the choicest cuts of meat into a 
kind of pudding that was stuffed into a length of intes­
tine, which he then boiled in water and fried in bear's oil. 
The result, Lewis declared, was guaranteed to "esswage 
the pangs of a keen appetite. "28 

Throughout their journey through the high plains, the 
explorers were surprised by the lack of fear displayed by 
buffalo and many of the other grazing animals in their 
presence. They were "so gentle," Lewis noted on April 
25, "that we pass near them while feeding, without 
apearing to excite any alarm . .. they frequently approach 
us more nearly to discover what we are, and in some in­
stances pursue us a considerable distance. "29 The buffalo, 
he observed in a later entry, "are extreemly gentle," and 
"the bull buffaloe particularly will scarcely give way to 
you. I passed several in the open plain within fifty paces, 
they viewed me for a moment as something novel and then 
very unconcernedly continued to feed. "30 Echoing his co­
commander, Clark on May 11 recorded, "we observe in 
every derection Buffalow, Elk, Antelopes & Mule deer 

inumerable and So jintle that we Could approach near 
them with great ease." 

Some conservation biologists believe that the high plains 
bounded by the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers consti­
tuted a buffer zone between warring tribes living on its 
margins and that the resulting absence of hunting pres­
sure was the reason for this absence of fear or even wari­
ness. 31 As Clark himself observed in his journal entry of 
August 29, 1806, "the greatest number of wild animals" 
seem to be found "in the country between the nations 
which are at war with each other." Others are skeptical of 
this thesis, maintaining there is little historical evidence 
to support the existence of buff er zones along the upper 
Missouri.32 According to this view, any tribe dependent 
on bison for its very existence had no choice but to fol­
low the herds and did so, even when it meant intruding 
on an enemy's territory. This contention is supported by 
Lewis's journal entry of August 19, 1805, about the moun­
tain-dwelling Shoshones' annual late-summer buffalo hunt 
on the plains, where they were likely to encounter hostile 
Blackfeet or Atsinas. Two other Pacific slope tribes, the 
Salish and Nez Perce, also ventured onto the plains to hunt 
bison. (The Nez Perces traveled the "Road to the 
Buffalo," a route that took them up the Blackfoot River 
and across the Continental Divide at today's Lewis and 
Clark Pass, west of Great Falls, Montana.)33 

The Great Plains was a vast place, supporting tens of 
millions of bison and other large game animals, the ma­
jority of which passed their lives with little or no contact 
with the relatively small number of humans who also lived 
off its bounty. This surely was the main reason for the 
lack of hunting pressure, and consequent lack of fear, noted 
by Lewis and Clark. 

As the explorers pushed on they found recent evidence 
of large Indian parties-the remains of two encampments, 
totaling several hundred lodges, on opposite sides of the 
Missouri near its junction with the Judith.34 They also 
noted the presence of "buffaloe roads," trails up to ten 
feet wide cut over many years by bison moving between 
grazing areas and the river.35 Such trails often crossed the 
river at natural fords; as Lewis observed, these were ideal 
ambush spots for grizzlies.36 

One bison encounter they would rather have missed 
occurred in the early hours of May 29, when a lone bull 
swam across the river and rampaged through camp, his 
hoofs smashing York's rifle and narrowly missing the 
heads of several men asleep in their bed rolls. The bark­
ing of Lewis's dog, Seaman, diverted the bull's course, 
hastening its exit and preventing additional mayhem. 
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Lewis pronounced himself "well 
content, happey, indeed, that we 
had sustaned no further injury. "37 

Later the same day, after break­
ing camp, the expedition came 
upon a pile of putrefying bison 
carcasses massed at the foot of a 
cliff opposite today 's Arrow 
Creek, which Lewis named 
Slaughter River. It appeared ob­
vious that Indians had recently 
used this place as a pishkun, or 
buffalo jump. The explorers had 
probably learned about this 
method of killing buffalo by driv­
ing them over a cliff during their 
stay with the Mandans and 

This engraving of a bison is based on a painting by John James Audubon, who visited the upper 
Missouri in 1843. It appeared in his work on mammals, The Viviparous Quadrupeds of North America. 

Hidatsas . The pile" created a most horrid stench," noted 
Lewis; "in this manner the Indians of the Missouri 
distroy vast herds of buff aloe at a stroke." Because the 
site is atypical of other pishkuns, however, those who 
have examined the ground disagree whether the buf­
falo were driven to their deaths or drowned farther up­
stream and washed ashore.38 

Whether or not drowning was the cause in this par­
ticular case, the raging currents of spring runoff could be 
deadly. This was especially so at the Great Falls of the 
Missouri, a ten-mile long stretch of cascades and rapids 
reached by the expedition on June 13. Here, wrote Lewis, 
he found 

a vast number of buffaloe feeding in every direction 
arround us in the plains, others coming down in large 
herds to water at the river; the fragments of many 
carcases of these poor anamals daily pass down the 
river, thus mangled I pesume in decending those 
immence cataracts above us. as the buff aloe generally 
go in large herds to water and the passages to the river 
above the falls are narrow and steep the hi[ n Jder part 
of the herd press those in front out of their debth and 
the water instatly takes them over the cataracts where 
they are instantly crushed to death without the pos­
sibility of escaping. in this manner I have seen ten or 
a douzen disappear in a few minutes. their mangled 
carcases ly along the shores below the falls in consid­
erable quantities and afford fine amusement for the 
bear wolves and birds of prey. 39 

Journal excerpts: we "saw the prairie covered with buffalo" 
Captain Lewis and eleven more of us went out immediately, 
and saw the prairie covered with buffalo and the Indians on 
horseback killing them. They killed 30 or 40 and we killed 
eleven of them. They shootthem with bows and arrows, and 
have their horses so trained that they will advance very near 
and suddenly wheel and fly off in case the wounded bufaloe 
attempt an attack. 

-Patrick Gass, December 7, 1804 

the river rose 13 inches the last 24 hours[.] I observed 
extrodanary desterity of the Indians in jumping from one Cake 
of ice to another, for the purpose of Catching the buff a low as 
they float down[.] maney of the Cakes of ice which they pass 
over are not two feet Square. 

-Clark, March 30, 1805 

In the Evening we were Joined by Captain Lewis and his 
party.- They had killed several buffaloes, Antelopes, and Deer; 
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which they brought with them and a Buffalo Calf alive, which 
had followed them 7 or 8 Miles, it being common for the Buffalo 
Calves, when separated from their dams, to follow the hunters. 

-Joseph Whitehouse, April 26, 1805 

Last night we were all allarmed by a large buffaloe Bull, which 
swam over from the opposite shore and coming along side of 
the white perogue, climbed over it to land, he then alarmed ran 
up the bank in full speed directly towards the fires, and was 
within 18 inches of the heads of some of the men who lay 
sleeping before the centinel could allarm him or make him 
change his course, still more alarmed, he now took his direciton 
immediately towards our lodge, passing between 4 fires and 
within a few inches of the heads of one range of the men as they 
yet lay sleeping, when he came near the tent, my dog saved us 
by causing him to change his course a second time. 

-Lewis, May 29, 1805 
Source: Gary M. Moulton. ed .. JoumlJ/s af rhe lewis & Clark Expedirian. 



One day during a reconnoiter of the upper falls, Lewis 
had a series of "curious adventures" by turns terrifying 
and bemusing. First a grizzly bear chased him into the 
river. Then he squared off against a "tyger cat" (probably 
a wolverine) that appeared to vanish into thin air when he 
shot at it. Near the end of the day, three bull buffalo broke 
off from a herd "and ran full speed towards me." The trio 
approached within a hundred yards, stopped abruptly, and 
after taking "a good view" of this strange two-legged crea­
ture "retreated with precipitation." Lewis imagined for a 
moment that he was adrift in a dream landscape where 
"all the beasts of the neighbourhood had made a league to 
destroy me." Prickly-pear thorns pierced his moccasins 
and his reverie. It was time to get back to camp.40 

Buffalo figured in another memorable incident at the 
Great Falls-Lewis's abortive attempt to launch the "Ex­
periment," his collapsible iron-frame boat. The skin of 
the 36-foot-long vessel comprised 28 elk hides and four 
buffalo hides, and the seams were caulked with a mixture 
of beeswax, charcoal, and tallow rendered from buffalo 
fat. 41 Lewis wanted to use pitch as a sealant, but no pine 
was available for making it. He was hopeful his impro­
vised caulking would do the job since a similar concoc­
tion had been used to plug leaks in the expedition's dug­
out canoes, but it failed to adhere to the skins, and the 
Experiment filled to the gunwales with water and was 
abandoned. 42 (On the return journey, buffalo hides were 
used successfully in the construction of bullboats, which 
did not have seams.)43 

During the iron-frame boat's two-week assembly at the 
Upper Portage Camp, Lewis served as cook, a job he evi­
dently enjoyed. One day, he "boiled a large quantity of 
excellent dryed buffaloe meat and made each man a large 
suet dumpling by way of a treat."44 

The Mandans had said the buffalo country would end 
beyond the Great Falls, and their prediction proved right. 
The corps' civilian hunter, George Drouillard, shot a buf­
falo on the morning of July 16, just two days after the 
explorers left tl1e falls, as they were approaching the Gates 
of the Mountains. It made a hearty breakfast. In addition 
to whatever meat he consumed, the culinarily adventur­
ous Lewis noted that "here for the first time I ate of the 
small guts of the buffaloe cooked over a blazing fire in the 
Indian stile without any preperation of washing or other 
clensing and found them very good." 

Two weeks later, in the Jefferson Valley, they observed 
only buffalo sign-bones and excrement "of an old date," 
wrote Lewis in his entry for August 2, lamenting that "we 
have long since lost all hope of meeting with that animal 

in these mountains."45 The meat yielded by Drouillard's 
kill a fortnight before was the last fresh buffalo they would 
taste for 12 months, until their return, in July of 1806, to 
the high plains and the land of endless herds.46 

Foundation member Kenneth Walcheck, a retired wildlife 
biologist, lives in Bozeman, Montana. He wrote about wolves 

in the May 2004 WPO. 
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1 Gary E. Moulton, ed., The J oumals of the Lewis & Clark Ex­
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from Moulton, by date, unless otherwise indicated. 
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voyageurs recruited to man the boats, many of whom had pre­
sumably been on the upper Missouri or Canadian prairies. 
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7 Moulton, Vol. 8, pp. 237 and 268. 
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9 In the early 20th century, the naturalist Ernest Thompson Se­
ton made the first systematic effort to calculate how many bi­
son populated North America at their peak and arrived at an 
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west, and 5 million in forested regions. (Dary, p. 29.) The mod­
ern estimate of 30 million is based in part on computer models 
that attempt to take into account the Great Plains' carrying ca­
pacity and other environmental variables. 

io Dary, P· 11. 
11 The temperature reached minus 43 degrees Fahrenheit on De­
cember 17, 1804, and minus 40 on January 10, 1805. Moulton, 
Vol. 3, pp. 264 and 281-282. 
12 Moulton, Vol. 3, p. 254. Clark's entry for December 7, 1804. 
13 Ibid., p. 255 . 
14 James P. Ronda, Lewis and Clark among the Indians (Lin­
coln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984), p . 105. 
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16 Moulton, Vol. 3, p. 322. 
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19 Moulton, Vol. 3, p. 268; Ronda, pp. 63 and 107. 
20 Ibid., Moulton; Elliott Coues, ed., The History of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, 
3 volumes (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1965; reprint 
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22 Jackson, Vol. 2, p. 224. The letter, dated March 31, 1805, re­
nirned to St. Louis in the keelboat, along with reports and natu­
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23 Moulton, Vol. 4, pp. 21-22 and 35. Lewis's entries for April 11 
and 14, 1805. 
24 Ibid., p . 48, Entry for April 17, 1805. 
25 Raymond Darwin Burroughs, The Natural History of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition (West Lansing: Michigan State 
University Press, 1995), p. 167. 
26 Moulton, Vol. 4, p. 111. Entry for May 5, 1805. 
27 Ibid., p. 379. Lewis's entry for July 12, 1805. A dozen or more 
members of the party that wintered at Fort Mandan returned to 
St. Louis in the spring. 
28 Ibid., p. 131. Entry for May 9, 1805. 
29 Ibid., p. 67. 
30 Ibid., p. 108. Entry for May 4, 1805. 

J I Paul S. Martin and Christine R. Szuter, "War Zones and Game 
Sinks in Lewis and Clark's West," Conservation Biology, Feb­
ruary 1999 (Vol. 13, No. 1), pp. 36-45. 
32 Robert Kelley Schneiders, Big Sky Rivers: The Yellowstone 

Bison kills on the L&C Expedition 

and Upper Missouri (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 
1999), pp. 128-130. 

JJ Lewis himself followed this road on the homeward trek. 
34 Moulton, Vol. 4, pp. 216, 21 9. 

Js Ibid., Vol. 10, p. 95. Entry of Sergeant Patrick Gass for May 
27, 1805. 
36 Ibid., Vol. 8, p. 150. Entry for August 7, 1806. 
37 Ibid., Vol. 4, pp. 215 and 218. 
38 I have floated past this site better than thirty times and have 
always had my doubts about its suitability as a jump site. For 
more on this subject, see Francis Mitchell, "Slaughter River 
Pishkun," wro, February 2004, pp. 26-34; and W. Raymond 
Wood, "Slaughter River: Pishkun or Float Bison?", \WO, May 
1986, pp. 11-14. 
39 Moulton, Vol. 4, pp. 303-304. Entry for June 17, 1805. 
40 Ibid., p. 294. Entry for June 14, 1805. 
41 Ibid., p. 334. Lewis's entry for June 26, 1805, which refers t0 

"buffaloe tallow." 
42 Ibid. , p. 324. Entry for June 21, 1805. 
43 Verne H user, "On the Rivers with Lewis and Clark," \WO, 

May 2003, p. 20. Lewis's party used bullboats tO cross the Mis­
souri at the Great Falls, and a party led by Sergeant Nathaniel 
Pryor made two of these simple but serviceable vessels- a single 
skin sewn at the gunwales to a saucer-shaped willow frame-to 
navigate the Yellowstone, after Crow Indians stole their horses. 

H Ibid., P· 334. 
45 The absence of buffalo in the Jefferson Valley can be attrib­
uted to seasonal movements. 
46 On July 9, 1806, after the party led by Lewis crossed today's 
Lewis and Clark Pass and dropped down onto the plains in the 
vicinity of the Great Falls, Private Joseph Field killed a buffalo 
bull. The Yellowstone party led by Clark killed its first buffalo 
(Private George Shannon was the hunter) a week later, on July 
16. Some of the horses had come up lame, and parts of the buf­
falo hide were made into moccasins to protect their hoofs. 

August 23 -0ctober 26, 1804 

October 27, 1804-April 6, 1805 

April 7-26, 1805 

South Dakota to Mandan villages 

Fort Mandan and vicinity 

19 
54 

21 

40 
51 

April 27-June 13, 1805 

June 14-July 14, 1805 
July 15-25, 1805 

June 30-September 2, 1806 

TOTAL 

Fort Mandan to mouth of Yellowstone 

Yellowstone to Great Falls of Missouri 

Great Falls and vicinity 
Great Falls to Three Forks of Missouri 

Travelers' Rest to South Dakota 

1 
79 

''This figure almost certainly understates the actual total. Some journal entries mention buffalo being killed but 

provide no specific number. Source: Gary E. Moulton, ed., The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, volumes 

2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, ands 11. 
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L&CMedical 
Chests and a 

Museum 
Quality 

Collection 
Available for 
Presentations 

Available for lease to museums or organizations, are several finely crafted pine or walnut 
medical chests containing over 50 herbs and chemicals mentioned in planning lists and in the 
journals. Also included are 15 to 20 fine replica, vintage and period correct instruments. 
Each comes with the most definitive documentation available to aid in interpretation and dis­
play. These are probably the most complete in the country, and each has a value of $3-5000. 

ALSO available is another collection of 15 or more 6-board pine trunks filled with 400 to 500 
natural science specimens and expedition artifacts and gear, most with documentation cross 
referenced to the journal Composed of replica, vintage and some period-correct antiques; many 
of these collections have been displayed across the country at schools, museums, re-enactments 
and on the Discovery Expedition. These mostly "hands on" materials are available with up to 2 
interpreters, but to display all at an event, local interpreters would be needed. Educator 
workshops are available with extensive documentation supplied, and advice on how to produce 
and use educational/ historical trunks. These trunks and materials cost over $15, 000 as of 
Sept 04, and valuable items and upgrades are added weekly. 

TOPIC / TRUNK UST: 
1. Medical Chest, Drugs and Instruments: @75 articles described above. 
2. Animals of the Expedition: @70+ mostly mammal specimens. 
3. Botanical specimens: @12 specimens collected or noted by the expedition from MT, ID and WA). 
4. Geological Specimens: @20 specimens from Great Falls MT, to Astoria WA. 
5. Food and Cooking Gear: @ 60+ items 
6. Private Shannon/ Soldier's Personal Gear/ Clothing: @65+ items 
7. Private Shiel.ds/ Gunsmith and Blacksmith Tools: @ 4o+ items. 
8. Sergeant Gass/ Woodworking Tools: @55+ items 
9. Captains Clark and Lewis Gear: @45+ items, which include mre antique scientific instruments: 
10. Indian Trade Goods: @45+ items. 
11. Indian Artifact, Replicas and Foods: @ 6o+ items. 

Booking information: contact "Lewis & Clark Presentations'' 
John W. Fisher • jwfisher@j;tarband.net 
25216 Arrow Highline Rd.• Juliaetta, Idaho 83535 • 208-843-7159 

REGIONAL FOUNDATION MEETINGS 
OPEN TO AIJ. MEMBERS 

April 9 ~efferson City, Mo. 
April 16 in Lolo, Mont. 
ApriJ ·23 in Washington, D.C. 
May 7 in Omaha, Neb. 

/ 

Meetings will include: 
•At least one nationaJ1y recognized scholar 
•A guided tour of a trail site or related 
exhibit 
•Chapters will share programs and projects 
•Information regarding Foundation projects, 
programs and Third Century initiatives 
•Lunch will be available for a small charge 

Information available at 
www.lewisandclark.org 
on the calendar under the meeting date. 

Register in advance with Wendy 
Raney at wraney@lewisandclark.org 
so lunch can be provided. A small 
fee will be charged for lunch, 

~ 
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Reviews 

Hopping great trains of thought on a ramble through Lewis and Clark country 
Scenes of Visionary Enchantment: 
Reflectiohs on Lewis and Clark 

Dayton D uncan 

University ofNebraska Press 
202 pages I $22 cloth 

A good film might provoke all sorts 
of fascinating thoughts, but if you 

stop along the way to indulge them 
you'll soon find yourself out of sync 
with the movie, unable to follow the 
rest of the story. With a good book this 
source of inhibition doesn't exist. One 
can pause to follow any train of thought 
for as long as desired, then return to 
the point of launch, seemingly uninter­
rupted, whenever. 

"Travel books" are no exception, 
and the best travel books can satisfy­
and provoke-one's wanderlust simul­
taneously. You can pause to imagine 
yourself doing the same exploring, yet 
at the same time recognize that it will 
never be possible. By the end, you can 
want more than ever to take the trip, 
yet feel as if you already have. What 
would it be like to read a good travel 
book composed of musings, of trains 
of thought provoked by a detailed read­
ing of yet another "travel book," one 
of the greatest of them all, the story of 
the Corps of Discovery? Would Lewis 
and Clark buffs enjoy a collection of 
essays whose signal function is to pro­
vide varied trains of thought whose 
routes inspire side-trips of their own? 

This is what Dayton Duncan deliv­
ers in his collection of essays Scenes of 
Visonary Enchantment: a travel book 
of ideas, the chance for a reader to hop 
along inside the mind of a thoughtful 
man who is doing what comes natu­
rally-thinking- after having spent a 
wealth of time studying and pondering 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition and all 
its stories and ramifications. And 
Duncan gives us a great ride. 

I devoured this book, perhaps be­
cause I'm a relative newcomer to the 
mental-health problem that Duncan 
diagnoses in himself under the name 
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Lewis-and-Clark-itis. Odds are that 
most anyone reading WPO "suffers" 
from this contagious disorder, though 
perhaps not as severely as Duncan. H e 
confesses that his own case is now in­
curable; it's gotten so bad (deep into 
"stage four") that he can start a day by 
remembering what the Corps of Dis­
covery was doing 200 years earlier­
but not that it's his own birthday. 

Much of the book consists of essays 
that began as speeches Duncan gave 
back when he suffe1·ed merely from 
"stage three" of the disease-the "talk­
ative" phase that the friends and rela­
tives of this magazine's readers may 
have diagnosed in many of us. Here we 
are when Duncan delivers a keynote 
speech to a Lewis and C lark bicenten­
nial organizing group, in which he ex­
plicates the many reasons he finds the 
expedition's story so endlessly fascinat­
ing-including the "novelistic depth 
and diversity" of its characters, "as if 
this great American nonfiction epic had 
been written instead by a Dickens or a 
Tolstoy." There we are at the 1999 dedi­
cation of newly reconstructed chim­
neys at Fort Mandan, where Duncan 
contemplates all the things the hearths 
there likely witnessed and heard 195 

years earlier-but that the journal­
keepers never mentioned. In another 
essay, Duncan's musings about the 
wealth of unreported and unknown 
aspects of the corps's experience lead 
him to hatch a marvelous, intriguing 
theory about Alexander Willard, and 
whether he really and truly fell asleep 
while on watch that night in present­
day N ebraska. Could it be true? Could 
Sergeant Ordway, who turned Willard 
in for the transgression, have known for 
a fact that Willard fell asleep-simply 
by having heard the sound of him snor­
ing? Who else on the expedition might 
have been a snorer? Good question! 
And off we go, on another spur track. 

Our ride on Duncan's trains of 
thoughts stops at key locations all along 
the trail, including (repeatedly) the 
famed White Cliffs- Lewis's "scenes of 
visionary enchantment" -where the 
author recalls his first, serendipitous en­
counter with Stephen Ambrose; where 
he remembers introducing his friend 
Ken Burns to Montana; where he re­
calls accompanying Secretary of Inte­
rior Bruce Babbitt on a float trip that 
led to President Clinton's proclaiming 
the Missouri River Breaks National 
Monument . .. and where Duncan la­
ments the ruin of the Eye of the Needle, 
a landmark never mentioned by Lewis 
and C lark which captured the imagi­
nations of generations of river-floaters 
who followed in their wake. 

Always thought-provoking and en­
tertaining, Duncan w rites eloquently 
about the expedition's meaning and its 
power to continually inspire. His re­
flections on Lewis's bipolar personal­
ity, on th e emotional rollercoaster 
Lewis experienced during the week 
leading up to his 31st birthday are one 
of the more forceful examples. At this 
chapter's conclusion, we share the 
writer's own mood and viewpoint fully. 
We "ache" and "yearn" to be able to 

reach across time to console the ever­
unsettled Lewis, to reassure him that 
his life was, indeed, both accomplished 
and lastu1g in value. 



But never is Duncan more eloquent 
than when he considers all the ways na­
tive Americans made the expedition's 
success possible, all the ways the 
expedition's members showed respect 
for the tribes they encountered- and all 
the tragic ways most of our ancestors 
have failed to uphold the promise the 
expedition's model offered. Is it too late 
for us to use the bicentennial as an oc­
casion to both rediscover and reclaim 
some measure of those potentialities­
even if only on a spiritual and intellec­
tual level, now that the more practical 
opportunities have forever passed us 
by? Duncan certainly makes us want to, 
and he offers useful ideas for starting. 

This is a book people "suffering" in 
any stage of Lewis-and-Clark-itis will 
enjoy. If you've only just caught the 
bug, Duncan will show you ways you 
haven't yet discovered to use and learn 
from the expedition's story. If you 're 
already past the "talkative phase" and 
deep into "stage four," you likely won't 
find much new information here-but 
you can be certain Duncan's trains of 
thought will drop you off at new start­
ing points of your own that you hadn't 
found yet. And for any reader who's 
never before been introduced to the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, I say, 
watch out. Duncan is a carrier, an agent 
of a spreading infection, and he proves 
it- delightfully-on every page. 

- Tom Daubert 

An artist with the 
Corps of Discovery 
Charles Fritz is among the few 

contemporary artists of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition whose work 
approaches those of "Old Masters" 
like C.M. Russell and Joh n Clymer. A 
total of 88 of his paintings- narrative 
scenes, landscapes, and compositional 
studies chronicling the explorers from 
Camp River Dubois to Fort Clatsop 
and back- are now available in a 
handsome new large-format volume, 
Charles Fritz: An Artist with the 
Corps of Discovery (University of 

A scholarly overview of the L&C Expedition 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition 

Harry William Fritz 

Greenwood Press 
184 pages I $45 cloth 

The success of a book often depends 
on whether it fills a market niche and 

connects with an intended audience. 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition, by 
Harry William Fritz, the chair of the 
Department of H istory at the Univer­
sity of Montana, in Missoula, scores 
well on both counts. 

The publisher, Greenwood Press, 
aims to bring key events in American 
history into the classroom through a 
carefully crafted series, entitled Green­
wood Guides to Historic Events, 1500-
1900. The "volumes are designed to 
serve as resources for student research 
and to provide clearly written interpre­
tations of topics." The series helps high 
school and lower division college stu­
dents gain a better appreciation of 
American history. Professor Fritz's 
book, a volume in this series, achieves 
this purpose and, in addition, is suit­
able for a much wider audience of gen­
eral readers seeking an introduction to 
Lewis and Clark. 

Indeed the value of this book lies in 
part with its systematic presentation 

and interpretation of events. Following 
guidelines from the publisher, Fritz 
outlines a basic chronology of the ex­
pedition, followed by four topical 
chapters covering the journey to and 
winter layover at Fort Mandan, travel 
across the plains and over the Rockies, 
the trip down the Columbia River and 
encampment at Fort Clatsop, and the 
return journey. Other sections exam­
ine scientific and ethnological discov­
eries, provide biographical sketches of 

Montana Press and 
Farcountry Press, 104 
pages, $29.95 cloth). 
Fritz's images are 
infused with light, 
and details of dress 
are faithfully ren­
dered. Each painting 
is accompanied by the 
artist's commentary 
and the journal 
passage on which it is 
based. An introduc­
tion by Harry Fritz 

fritz's Mapping the Missouri: Winter Afternoon at Fort Mandan. 

(no relation), a professor of history at 
the University of Montana, provides 
a brisk recapitulation of the journey. 

(Another of Fritz's paintings appears 
on page 24 of this issue of WPO.) 

-J.l.M. 
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Embark on a most remarkable River 
Journey. Join our historian and 

wildlife guide for an unforgettable 
journey through the Montana 

landscapes of Lewis & Clark and 
the CORPS OF DISCOVERY. 

www.yellowstonesafari.com 

UPPER MISSOURI 
RIVER GUIDES 

Bicentennial Lewis & Clark Canoe Trips on 
the premier section of the Lewis & Clark 

Trail. Camp in L&C campsites. 

Experience the splendor of Montana's Wtld 
& Scenic Upper Missouri River and the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National 

Monument 

Our fully guided trips range from 3 to 8 
days and include equipment, meals, and 

local transportation. 

Locally Owned Montana Business 
Founded l 994 - Experienced Guides 
Top Quality Canoes and Equipment 

Upper Missouri River Guides is owned and operated 
by Glenn Monahan -historian, geologist, and author 

of the 270 page guidebook:, "Montana's Wild and 
Scenic Upper Missouri River". 

www.uppermissouri.com 
Toll Free: (866) 226-6519 
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key players, and assess the impact and 
significance of the expedition. Inclusion 
of selected primary documents of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition is an added 
bonus. 

Although well documented with se­
lections from the journals and other 
sources, Fritz's history reads like a 
story and will surely ho ld the interest 
of most readers. At times the author 
stray s from objectivity. Recounting 
the taking of game during the return 
down the Missouri River in 1806, for 
example, he brands Lewis "the West's 
first slob hunter." 

Illustrations 

I thought the publisher could have 
done a better job with illustrations . 
While they are "on target" as to sub­
ject matter and convey important as­
pects of the expedition, the images lack 
quality. And, except for the Sacagawea 
coin and a drawing of Clatsop head­
flattening (taken from the journals), 
there are no pictures of Native Ameri­
cans. Perhaps a few from the works of 
Karl Bodmer would have provided 
context to the story. 

I also found at least one puzzling 
statement. On page 57, the reader is left 
to wonder how the distance on the 
Missouri River between its junctions 
with the Marias and the Yellowstone 
rivers could possibly be 750 miles 
when the distance across the entire 
state of Montana is about 520 miles . 

As a professor of American his­
tory, Fritz is fully aware of, and has 
likely read all, the important litera­
ture related to Lewis and Clark. His 
detailed annotated bibliography al­
lows readers to identify other key 
titles chronicling both popular and 
scholarly aspects of Lewis and Clark, 
particularly the journals. A complete 
glossary and index help tie the book 
and the story together. 

The Lewis and Clark bicentennial 
has produced a slew of new titles on 
the subject. Most add little to the story. 
Professor Fritz's book, however, while 
not breaking new ground, is a valuable 
contribution to the literature, mainly 
because it fills instructional and re-

search needs of students. He also tells 
a good story. 

-John H. Sandy 

The reviewer is a librarian with the Uni­
versity of Alabama system. 

The Lemhi Shoshone's 
struggle for a homeland 

Sacajawea's People; 
The Lemhi Shoshones and 
the Salmon River Country 

John W.W. Mann 

University of Nebraska Press 
258 pages I $24.95 cloth 

Every student of Lewis and Clark 
knows of the critical role of the Shos­

hone Indians to the expedition's suc­
cess- how the band led by Cameah­
wait, Sacagawea's brother, provided the 
horses and geographical knowledge 
needed to cross the Rocky Mountains. 
Few, however, are aware of the subse­
quent fate of this band, which came to 
be known as the Lemhi Shoshones, or 
of their descendants' century-long ef­
fort to reclaim a piece of their tribal 
homeland in the country surrounding 
today's Salmon, Idaho. 

Historian John W.W. Mann tells 
their post-expedition story in his book 
Sacajawea's People: The Lemhi Shos­
hones and the Salmon River Country. 
In brief, the Lemhi Shoshones contin­
ued to live in their ancestral lands for a 
hundred years after their encounter 
with the Corps of Discovery. Thanks 
largely to the wise leadership of 
Tendoy, a descendant of Cameahwait 
who presided over his people's fortunes 
from 1863 until his death, in 1907, they 
managed to live in relative peace with 
whites. In 1875, after theirterritory was 
homesteaded, they were granted a res­
ervation straddling the Lemhi River, 
but just five years later the government 
pressured them to resettle with other 
Shoshones on a reservation at Fort 
Hall, Idaho. The Lemhi Shoshones­
who by now had incorporated the 
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by Barbara Fifer, author of the best selling book: 
Going Along with Lewis and Clark 

As the Lewis and Clark Expedition traveled west, 
white explorers and Native Americans encountered 

each other for the first time. In picture and story, 
Barbara Fifer shows us lifestyles and dozens of 

customs of Sioux, Cheyenne, Nez Perce, Tillamook, 
and dozens more American Indian tribes and 
nations-all the residents of America from the 

Mississippi to the Pacific met by Lewis and Clark 
as they explored the continent. 

$12.95 
56 full-color pages, S'h'' x 11 ". Softbound 
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We Proceeded On 
(Back issues, 1974 - current) 

All back issues of our quarterly 
historical journal are available. 
Some of the older issues are copier 
reproductions. Orders for a 
collection of all back issues receive 
a 30 percent discount. O rder your 
missing issues to complete your 
set. Call 1-888-701-3434 or order 
online at www.lewisandclark.org. 

$5 copier reproductions 
$10 originals 

$2 shipping & handling 
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Paintings of 
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Bannock s, a n eighborin g band of 
Paiute-speaking Indians-resisted the 
move for 26 years. A majority finally 
relocated in 1906, although a handful 
remained behind as squatters. The 
Lemhi Shoshones at Fort H all main­
tained a cultural identity separate from 
other reservation Shoshones while 
keeping their ties with the remnant 
group that had stayed behind in 
Salmon, where they returned season­
ally to fish and gather roots. 

The federal government, however, 
no longer recognized the Lemhi Shos­
hones as a distinct tribe but lumped 
them with the other Shoshone bands 
at Fort Hall and on the Wind River 
Reservation, in Wyoming. Led by two 
of Tendoy's descendants, Rose Ann 
Abrahamson and Rod Ariwhite, the 
Lemhi Shoshones in recent years have 
fought for the restoration of federal 
recognition and a new reservation in 
their ancestral land. The effort remains 
ongomg. 

Much of Mann's narrative is devoted 
to the Lemhi Shoshones' 20th-century 
legal maneuverings with the Indian 
Claims Commission and other federal 
agencies and panels. This is a compli­
cated story that sometimes bogs down 
in excessive detail, at least for a general 
reader. I also struggled with some of the 
author's scholarly synthesis. Early on 
he discusses the pre-contact history of 
the Shoshones and the anthropological 
debates that continue to swirl around 
the origins and groupings of this large 
Uto-Aztecan language group . The text 
is clear on the evolution of the Lemhi 
Shoshones from three separate bands 
in the upper Salmon watershed but 
opaque on how the tribe as a whole be­
came the three branches we think of 
today as the Western (Nevada), North­
ern (Idaho), and Eastern (Wyoming) 
Shoshones. 

Those quibbles aside, I commend this 
book fo r w hat it is- in the author's 
words, "an attempt to write the Lemhi 
Shoshones back into the history of the 
twentieth century by focusing in par­
ticular on their enduring ties to their 
homeland in the Salmon River country." 

-J.l.M. 

The bitterroot as natural 
and cultural history 
The bitterroot-known to botanists 

by its L atin binomial Lew isia 
rediviva-was one of some two hun­
dred plants collected on the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, of which seventy 
were new to science. It was one of three 
species ultimately n amed for Meri­
wether Lewis, one more than for Clark. 
The plant's edible root was a staple in 
the diets of the Salish Indians and other 
tribes living west of the Continental 
Divide in today's Montana and Idaho, 
and it thrived in the Montana valley that 
now bears its name. (The Salish were 
collecting it in the Bitterroot Valley 
when the Corps of Discovery made 
contact with them in September 1805.) 

All this and much more is conveyed 
in The Story of the Bitterroot, a docu­
mentary produced by Looking Glass 
Films, of H amilton, Montana, and 
available on DVD. Directed by Steve 
Slocomb, it provides a wealth of fasci­
nating detail about the bitterroot's 
natural and cultural history. Adapted 
to cold, well-drained habitats that are 
sn ow-covered in winter and dry in 
summer, the bitterroot produces 60-70 
seeds that can lie dormant for years 
while waiting for favorable conditions 



Explorations 
into the 

World of 
Lewis & Clark 

2005 Awards 
The Lewis and Clark Trail H eritage 
Foundation is seeking nominations for 
its 2005 awards: 
• Chapter Award: To a chapter or one 
of its members for some exemplary 
contribution to the foundation's 
m1ss1on. 
• Meritorious Achievement Award: 

Edited by 
Robert A. Saindon 

To a person, organization, or agency 
for scholarly research or other 
significant contributions that bring to 
the nation a greater appreciation and 
awareness of the L&C Expedition. 
• Distinguished Service Awar d: To a 
foundation member who has made an 
outstanding contribution toward 
furthering the purpose and objectives 
of the LCTHF. 

194 articles from WPO 

3 volumes,1 ,493 pages 

$79.85 paper 
• Appreciation Award Certificate: To 
a person or organization for gracious 
support of the foundation and its 
endeavors to preserve and perpetuate 
the lasting historical worth of the L&C 
Expedition. Order from 

Digital Scanning, Inc. 
(888-349-4443; www.digitalscanning.com) 

Send nomina~ons to Carol Bronson. executive director 
of the LCTHF. for forwarding to the Awards 
Committee. (cbronson@lewisandclark.org) 
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THE MACKAY A ND EVANS EXPEDI T ION 

By W. Raymond Wood 
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the Missouri River. T his mission was rhc b sr cfforr by Spa in to gain control 
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George Rogers Clark bidding best \\ishes 
to his younger brother 

William "Billy" Clark and 
Meriwether Lewis 
to explore the Louisiana Purchase. 

Thus, the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition began here 
on October 26, 1803. 

Please plan to attend oar annual 

Lewis & Clark Festival 
held this year on October 22-23, 2005 
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to sprout. The botanist Frederick Pursh 
named the bitterroot rediviva-a plant 
that literally comes back to life- after 
propagating it from one of the dried, 
pressed specimens collected by Lewis. 

Lewisia rediviva was revered by the 
Salish as a staff of life, and its roseate 
flowers, which are typically pink but 
can range from deep purple to white, 
were admired by Anglo-American set­
tlers and their descendants. The Story 
of the Bitterroot speaks to the impor­
tance of this hardy annual to both na­
tives and whites and the ways it has 
shaped community values and defined 
human relationships with the land. 
From Joanne Bigcrane, a tribal ethno­
botanist , we hear the story of the 
bitterroot's origins, how it sprang from 
the earth where the tears of a starving 
ancestor had fallen. O ther tribal mem­
bers recall how the Salish returned to 
the Bitterroot Valley to collect roots for 
generations after the government re­
settled them on a reservation 75 miles 
to the north. Productive digging 
grounds included a field east of where a 
Kmart now stands in Hamilton and the 
mountain slope with the iconic "M" 
behind the University of Montana, in 
Missoula. Then as now, a ceremony ac­
companied the first root taken: the dig­
ger talked to the plant, welcoming it 
back with the wish that it be bountiful. 

A viewer also learns of Anglos like 
Mary Long Alderson and her campaign 
in the 1890s to make the bitterroot 
Montana's state flower, and of Henry 
Grant, a self-taught horticulturist who 
learned to germinate bitterroot seeds 
by placing them in his freezer to pop 
their shells. "Mr. Bitterroot" re-sowed 
the plant throughout its namesake val­
ley. Grant died in 1998, in his late eight­
ies, and was buried in his bib overalls 
in a coffin lined with bitterroots. As a 
friend observed, "They're probably 
blooming right now." 

(The Story of the Bitterroot, which 
runs 68 minutes, is available for $25.95, 
postage and handling included, from 
Looking G lass Films, POB 1034, 
Hamilton, MT 59840; www. bitter 
root.tv; e-mail video@bitterroot.tv.) 

-J.l.M. 

In brief: Native 
Homelands: "Most 
Perfect Harmony" 
Native Homelands along the Lewis & 
Clark Trail. $19.95. Order from Uni­
versity of Montana Bookstore, James 
Todd Building, Missoula, MT 59812; 
888-333-1995; umtbookstore.com. 

This 35-minute 
documentary pro­
duced by the Uni­
versity of Mon­
tana's Lifelong 
Learning Project 
profiles tribes en­
countered by the 
Corps of Discov­
ery, from the Man­
dan and Hidatsa in North Dakota to 
the Nez Perce and Chinook in the Pa­
cific Northwest. Each segment begins 
with a panorama of a tribe's ancestral 
land and a voiceover of a representa­
tive speaking in his native tongue-a 
nice touch that underscores the theme 
that the country through which the ex­
plorers passed, as one tribal member 
observes, "was not a wilderness at all 
but a beloved homeland." Although the 
briefness of this video limits the amount 
of information it can convey, it is a use­
ful introduction to tribal cultures and 
oral histories of the expedition. 

"':Most Perfect 'lfarmony" 
Lewis and C(ark: ?I. 'MusicaC journey 

"Most Perfect Harmony": Lewis and 
Clark: A Musical journey. $15. Order 
from Big Canoe Records, 513 High 
Street, Boonville, MO 65233; www. 
bigcanoerecords. com. 



This latest CD by The Discovery 
String Band is an engaging mix of tra­
ditional tunes and new songs, all in­
spired by the L&C Expedition. The 
former include pieces the explorers 
would have known such as "Bon­
aparte's Retreat" and" Chester," a ditty 
from the Revolutionary War which, as 
the informative liner notes reveal, al­
most became the National Anthem. A 
variety of instruments-dulcimer, 
fiddle, jaw harp, triangle, flute, bones­
and soaring harmonies render these 
works in lively foot-tapping fashion. 
New pieces capture the majesty of the 
Missouri, York's post-expedition bit­
terness about Clark's refusal to grant 
him his freedom, and the dark medita­
tions of Meriwether Lewis. Cathy 
Barton's "Journey Song for Pomp" 
evokes the spirit of Sacagawea and her 
infant as they proceed upriver toward 
a rendezvous with her people: 

Kind mother-spirit, guide Pompey 
andme 

Like River to find a way home to 
the sea. 

Many days we will walk, we'll ride 
and we'll float, 

On my back Pomp shall ride in a 
soft cradle-boat. 

• 
Beyond Lewis & Clark: The Army Ex­
plores the West, by James P. Ronda. 
$14.95, paper. University of Washing­
ton Press, POB 50096, Seattle, WA 
98145-5096; 800-441-4115; www.wash 
ington.edu/uwpress. 

This brief (120-page) but informa­
tive companion volume to a national 
traveling exhibit by the Washington 
State Historical Society reminds us that 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition was 
just the first of many explorations of 
the interior West undertaken by the 
U.S. Army in the 19th century-the 
prototype, really. Ronda, one of the 
premier scholars of Lewis and Clark 
and the West, portrays the adventures 
and accomplishments of Zebulon Pike, 
Stephen H. Long, John Charles Fre­
mont, and other soldiers whose efforts 
filled in the blanks or speculative spaces 
in William Clark's map. 

-J.l.M. 

L&C Roundup 

L&C in other journals 

The Fall 2004 edition of Oregon His­
torical Quarterly is devoted to "Dis­

secting the Columbia: Lewis and Clark 
West of the Divide." It has six articles: 
"Describing a New Environment: 
Lewis and Clark and Enlightenment 
Science in the Columbia Basin," by 
William E. Lang; "Focusing on the 
Columbia Gorge: Photography, Geol­
ogy, and the Pioneer West," by Terry 
N. Toedmeier; "Where Have All the 
Native Fish Gone? The Fate of Fish 
That Lewis and Clark Encountered on 
the Lower Columbia River," by Vir­
ginia L. Butler; "Still Exploring, Still 
Learning in 1806: Observations of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition between 
the Columbia and the Bitterroot 
Range," by Robert Carricker; and 
"Soyaapo and the Remaking of Lewis 
and Clark," by Mark Spence. Copies 
can be purchased for $10 each from the 
Oregon Historical Society's on-line 
store, www.ohsstore.org. 

The Fall 2004 issue of Ohio Valley 
History includes" 'Fairly launched on 
my voyage of discovery': Meriwether 
Lewis's Expedition Letters to James 
Findlay," edited and introduced by 
James J. Holmberg. The recently dis­
covered letters were written in March 
1803 and September 1804. Copies can 
be purchased for $10 by contacting 
Ruby Rogers, Cincinnati Museum 
Center, 1301 Western Ave., Cincinnati, 
OH 45203; rrogers@cincymuseum.org. 

Philadelphia's Academy of Natural 
Sciences recently published a 25-page 
monograph with color illustrations en­
titled Jefferson's Botanists: Lewis and 
Clark Discover the Plants of the West, 
by Richard McCourt and Earle Spamer. 
The publication is available for $12. 95. 
Contact Richard McCourt, Depart­
ment of Botany, ANS, 1900 Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 
19103; mccourt@acnatsci.org. 

The January-February 2005 Wildlife 
Consen1ation includes an article about 
Lewis and Clark and conservation in 
the Pacific West. It can be found on the 
Web at www.wildlifeconservation.org. • 
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Trail Notes 

Stewardship initiatives focus on diversity, advocacy, unity, partnerships 

il
. 1 ebster's Dictionary defines 
/stewardship as, "the individual's 
responsibility to manage his life 

and property with proper regard to the 
rights of others." 

As stewards of the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail, I think we can 
all agree that we must indeed manage 
it, as this definition suggests, "with 
proper regard to the rights of others." 
We must preserve and protect the trail, 
celebrate our heritage and ensure that 
we tell all the stories of the expedition 
in ways that have meaning for every­
one. The foundation is working to aug­
ment its stewardship programs to do 
just that, in some of the following ways. 

Growth through diversity 
I will serve as staff liaison to the 
foundation's new Diversity Advisory 
Panel, which will review foundation 
programs, projects, and written mate­
rials to ensure that the foundation ac­
curately tells all the stories of the expe­
dition (Native American oral histories 
as well as written historical narratives). 

The panel will advise the foundation 
on topics ranging from protection of 
Native American sacred sites to the 
treatment of York in the foundation's 
curriculum guide. The panel also will 
create a publication to help guide the 
foundation and our chapters into the 
future. 

Advocates for the trail 
There is no end to the number of 
worthwhile projects, programs, and 
stewardship efforts related to the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. There are, how­
ever, limited amounts of funding and 
resources available to support them. 
The foundation's board has developed 
a process for reviewing and prioritiz­
ing the endeavors it will support on an 
annual basis. 

Requests for foundation support 
will be reviewed by staff and presented 
to the board at its annual meeting (to 
be held this year August 6-10, in Port­
land, Oregon). The board will evaluate 
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Creating a united front 
The foundation will hold a series of re­
gional meetings in April and May to 
encourage chapters and members to 
communicate and work with others in 
their region. We all share the same mis­
sion and should be working as a col­
lective whole to achieve our goals. The 
meetings will include a presentation by 
foundation staff on national projects 
and programs, presentations by chap­
ters, a keynote address, and a tour of a 
trail or related site. All foundation 
members are invited to attend. There 
will be a small charge for lunch, and 
advance registration is required. Con­
tact wraney@lewisanddark.org. 

Date and place of meetings: April 9, 
Jefferson City, Missouri.; April 16, 
Lolo, Montana; April 23, Washington, 
D.C.; and May 7, Omaha, Nebraska. 
For information on a particular meet­
ing, visit the calendar on the founda­
tion's Web site. 

Building partnerships 
I was recently elected to the Partner­
ship for the National Trails System's 

executive committee. The partnership 
was established in 1995 to support in­
teraction and cooperation among the 
various private groups and government 
agencies involved with the national sce­
nic and historic trails. At a meeting last 
October, the partnership conducted a 
strategic-planning session. The organi­
zation is looking toward the future and 
identifying how it can grow in size and 
strength. At this year's annual meeting, 
to be held in June in Las Vegas, the part­
nership will focus on tourism, educa­
tion, connecting our trails with commu­
nity trails and green ways, and capac­
ity building for member organizations. 
For more information on the meeting 
and the partnership, visit its Web site at 
www.nationaltrailspartnership.org. 

Stewards of the trail 
The foundation is working closely with 
federal land -management agencies 
along the L&C Trail to develop stew­
ardship initiatives that will extend from 
one end of the trail to the other. Projects 
of this magnitude take significant time 
and resources. The foundation's most 
valuable resources are its volunteers. I 
will be looking to our members to par­
ticipate in stewardship activities and 
hope that we can develop a broad range 
of opportunities to provide something 
of interest for everyone. 

With a little help from everyone, the 
foundation's stewardship efforts can 
serve the trail with proper respect and 
regard for those who visit the u·ail and 
those who live there. 

Wendy Raney 
Director, Field Operations 

Foundation grants 
The LCTHF last year awarded a total 
of $5,000 in grants to eight scholarship 
and education projects around the 
country. For information about 2005 
grants, contact Carol Bronson, 888-
701-34 34; execdir@lewisandclark.org. • 
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~ Lt the spirit of Lewis and Clark 
guide you to St. Joseph, ~Iissouri 

See through the eyes of the Corps of Discovery with 

interpretive signs at eleven historic areas along the 

Lewis and Clark Trail. Then follow in frontier footsteps to 

explore St. Joseph, a city full of historic attractions. 

St. Joseph, Missouri - discover it. 

For more information visit our web site: 
www.stjomo.com/lewis&clark 

1-800-7 85-0360 
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From the Library 

Lewis & Clark on the World Wide Web 

L 
nf ormation management in the 

library world is increasingly com­
plex. The William P. Sherman Li­

brary and Archives has the daunting 
task of managing the growing moun­
tain of materials-books, journal ar­
ticles, pamphlets, films, Web sites, and 
other media-devoted to the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail, and the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 

One of our key jobs is to make this 
body of information available to our 
members and the general public. We do 
a credible job of this, and one of our 
best tools is the World Wide Web, 
which allows a person to access docu­
ments, educational materials, bibliog­
raphies, and many other resources. 

Located in Great Falls, Montana, the 
Sherman Library provides a number of 
excellent Web-based tools for sharing 
information. If you go to the library 
section of the Foundation's Web site, 
www.lewisandclark.org, you will find 
that We Proceeded On is indexed. The 
collections in the libra1y are also in­
dexed, as are many of the more than 
seven thousand images in the Don Nell 
Visual Resources Catalog. 

The Foundation's Web pages also 
include links to other significant sites 
related to Lewis and Clark. In e-mail 
or telephone discussions with research­
ers I frequently point out that doing a 
keyword search for materials in our li­
brary may well point them to materi­
als in other libraries closer to home. 

Founded in 1989. the World Wide 
Web is an Internet-based computer net­
work that allows users on one com­
puter to access information stored on 
another-a sort of W1iversal database. 
In the wo rds of its creator, Tim 
Berners-Lee, "The dream behind the 
Web is of a common information space 
111 which we communicate by sharing 
information." It includes a vast body 
of information about the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

What will happen to all that Web­
based information after the L&C Bi-

centennial ends in 2006? The LCTHF 
is the official entity for archiving the 
Web pages of the National Lewis and 
Clark Bicentennial Council and the or­
ganizers of the many Signature Events 
along the L&C Trail. Given that role, 
it isn't surprising that other organiza­
tions have approached us with requests 
to archive their bicentennial Web sites. 
We have been archiving bicentennial­
related publications, documents, and 
various ephemera for some time now, 
and it seems only logical that we should 
be archiving Web sites too. 

The job is technologically challeng­
ing, but it is already being done by uni­
versities and by the Library of Con­
gress, which on September 12, 2001, 
began archiving Web materials gener­
ated by the 9/11 attacks. Think about 
the insights into American life and cul­
ture that effort will give researchers a 
century from now. The Library of 
Congress's MINERVA (Mapping the 
INternet Electronic Resources Virtual 
Archive), found at http://www.loc.gov/ 
minerva/, is the location for the 9/11 
archive and several other Web archives. 
Archiving Web sites related to Lewis 
and Clark will also provide a signifi­
cant service to future historians and 
scholars. 

-Jill Jackson 
Librarian and Archivist, LCTHF 

Fritz exhibit on tour 
An exhibit of L&C paintings by artist 
Charles Fritz opens February 11 at the 
National Cowboy and Western H eri­
tageMuseum, in Oklahoma City, Okla­
homa, where it will run through April. 
The exhibit will then proceed to the 
C.M. Russell Museum, in Great Falls, 
Montana (May-August); the Booth Mu­
seum of Western Art, in Atlanta Ga.nu­
ary-April 2006); the Yellowstone Art 
Museum, in Billings, Montana Gune­
August 2006); and the MacNider Art 
Museum, in Macon City, Iowa (Septem­
ber 2006-Ja.nuaiy 2007). • 

Soundings (cont from p. 44) 

issued and the latter may soon be with­
drawn from circulation by the U.S. 
Treasury. They are the only women 
other than the symbolic Lady Liberty 
ever represented on American coins or 
greenbacks. It would be a shame to lose 
Sacagawea. H er coin recognizes the con­
tributions of a revered Native Ameri­
can woman to our history while also 
celebrating motherhood, for her sleep­
ing baby Pomp is part of tl1e portrait. 

I collect antique postcards and have 
two that depict the Sacagawea statue in 
Portland's City Park at about the time 
of its dedication. Both use the alterna­
tive spelling "Sacajawea." One of them, 
printed in Germany, states on the back 
that the statue was "Erected by the 
Women of the United States." The 
other notes, 

The story of Sacajawea (meaning 
"'bird-woman"). She was so named 
by the Indians because of her 
happy, trustful and courageous 
spirit. At a time when failure of 
their expedition seemed imminent 
to Lewis and Clark, Sacajawea led 
the way out of the wilderness to 
their destination. 

Today, of course, we know these 
words do not accura tely portray 
Sacagawea's role in the expedition. That 
does nothing to lessen the importance 
of this lady with an infant child and a 
good-for-nothing husband who gave 
her heart and soul to the journey and 
asked nothing in return except for her 
demand to see a dead whale beached 
upon the shores of the Pacific. She had 
spunk! Also grit and determination, 
qualities she shared with the great cam­
paigner for women's suffrage. 

On a recent visit to the U.S. Capitol 
I saw a statue of Susan B. Anthony in 
the Rotunda. It is time that a statue of 
Sacagawea also grace the halls of this 
great building. Both women were ahead 
of their time, and are equally worthy 
of recognition. 

Foundation member Bill Smith lives in 
Jeffersonville, Indiana. He wrote about 
Lewis and Clark and the Wright Broth­
ers in the Febrnary 2004 \'{71'0. 
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Soundings 

Sacagawea and Susan B. Anthony 
The Bird Woman and the campaigner for women's suffrage crossed paths a century ago 

BY BILL SMITH 

R ecently, I had two U.S. 
one-dollar coins in my 

pocket, and when I went to use 
them I noticed that one was the 
silver-tinted Susan B. Anthony 
dollar and the other was the 
gold-colored Sacagawea dollar. 
I paused to think about the two 
women whose likenesses (one 
real, the other imagined) appear on these coins. I knew a 
lot about the Indian girl who was a member of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition and the contributions she made to 

it, but I remembered little about Mrs. Anthony other than 
she had something to do with the 19th An1endment to the 
U.S. Constitution, which declares that the "right of citi­
zens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or any state on account of 
sex." This prompted me to read a biography of her. I found 
several connections between her and Sacagawea. 

Susan B. Anthony began her battle for women's votes 
before the Civil War, but she died in 1906, 13 years before 
Congress approved the 19th Amendment. After its ratifi­
cation by 37 states, women were allowed to vote for the 
first time in the election of November 2, 1920. But as ev­
ery Lewis and Clark buff knows, Sacagawea was ahead of 
her 20th-century sisters by almost exactly 115 years. On 
November 24, 1805, after the expedition reached the 
mouth of the Columbia River, Lewis and Clark polled 
each adult member of the Corps of Discovery about where 
to set up winter camp. They included Sacagawea in that 
historic vote. Even today, no 16-year-old girl can vote in 
a federal or state election. 

I doubted that Susan B. Anthony knew anything about 
Sacagawea's vote. I assumed, in fact, that she probably 
knew little or nothing about her at all. Then I learned that 
in June 1905 Mrs. Anthony attended a suffrage meeting 
in Portland, Oregon, during the Lewis and Clark Cen­
tennial Exposition. On Women's Day she spoke at the un-
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veiling of a statue of Saca­
gawea. She said, "This is the 
first statue erected to a woman 
because of deeds of daring ... . 
This recognition of the assis­
tance rendered by a woman, in 
the discovery of this great sec­
tion of the country, is but the 
beginning of what is due." 

Suffrage had been defeated by two thousand votes in 
Oregon in 1900. Hopeful that Oregonians would approve 
the vote for women in a referendum scheduled for 1906, 
she went on to say, "Next year, the men of this proud 
state, made possible by a woman [Sacagawea], will decide 
whether women shall at last have the rights in it which 
have been denied them so many years .... Let men remem­
ber the part women have played in its settlement and 
progress and vote to give them these rights which belong 
to every citizen." 

Captain William Clark expressed similar sentiments 
when, at the end of the expedition, he wrote Sacagawea's 
husband, the interpreter Toussaint Charbonneau, "Your 
woman who accompanied you that long dangerous and 
facigueing rout to the Pacific Ocian and back diserved a 
greater reward for her attention and services on that rout 
than we had in our power to give her." I like to think that 
had Clark been around to vote in Oregon in 1900 or 1906, 
he would have cast his ballot in behalf of women's suf­
frage. From his letter to Charbonneau it is clear he would 
like to have given Sacagawea something for her services. 
Despite her contributions-as an interpreter, food gath­
erer, and symbol of the expedition's peaceful intencions­
the times did not permit it. It was Charbonneau who col­
lected payment of $500.331/J and 320 acres of land, although 
his contributions were significantly less important. 

Neither the Susan B. Anthony nor Sacagawea dollar 
coin has been much of a success. The former is no longer 
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