






















































































“Lewis” and “Clark” o Explore from Orbit

by Arlen J. (“Jim”) Large

On May 4, 1805, Meriwether Lewis observed
an insect infestation on the high plains of north-
eastern Montana. “There are great quantities of
a small blue beatle feeding on the willows,” the
explorer reported.

Within two years NASA plans to launch a
new earth-scanning satellite nicknamed “Lewis”
that will perform the same function from an or-
bit 314 miles high. It will be joined by a space
partner, “Clark,” imaging cities and towns from
285 miles up.

In announcing the twin project in June, NASA
Administrator Daniel Goldin said the satellites
will be named Lewis and Clark “because they
are blazing new trails.”

The Lewis satellite “is designed to tell us
whether it’s looking at a sugar maple or an elm,
and whether the tree is diseased or healthy,” said
Goldin. “It will tell farmers when pests are in-
vading their crops, monitor Superfund cleanup
sites from space, track coastal erosion and help
high-tech prospectors search for minerals world-
wide.”

The Clark spacecraft, said the NASA chief,
is intended “to locate utility pipelines and cables

from the sky, help city planners evaluate their
transportation needs and problems, and help
developers and contractors assess construction
sites.”

Goldin said the new satellites will observe

~ the earth’s surface in several wavelengths, pro-

viding data “far more cost-effectively and effi-
ciently than traditional methods can do the job.”

“Traditional methods” of the 1804-1806 Lewis
and Clark expedition to the Pacific involved eye-
ball observations of the landscape at ground level,
conveyed in pen-and-ink reports to scientists back
home. It cost the government a reputed $38,722
to finance the expedition, which also included
low-tech trade discussion with western native
tribes.

TRW, Inc. will make the new Lewis satellite
for an estimated $59 million, NASA said. The
Clark satellite, to be built by a Maryland com-
pany named CTA, will cost $49 million.

Those prices are light-years higher than the
original Lewis and Clark bankroll, but the space
agency claims the new spacecraft will be smaller
and cheaper than earlier models of earth-scan-
ning satellites.

NOTICE OF MUSTER
(Continued from page 3)
the Missouri River on the larboard
shore. At this location, to be re-
ferred to in journal entries and the
Orderly Book as Camp Wood
River North (Riviere du Bois du
Nord), a School the Soldier will
be held to instill in the troops the
proper martial spirit and to in-
struct them in the skills required
of a soldier of the Army of these
United States. The Instructions for
the Recruit will be given; the
Manual Exercise for the Ranks
will be performed; Additional
Movements of the Firelock will be
detailed. Instruction in marching
and the Exercise of the Company
will be given. Instruction in proper

military castramentation will be
given. According to a communi-
que from Gen’l Henry Dearborn,
Sec’y for War, a visiting officer
from a European army may ar-
rive in this area to inspect, ob-
serve, and offer instruction.

All are encouraged to come prepared to stay
overnight. Ft. Atkinson SHP Superintendent John
Slader has made two rooms in the West Barracks
available to us for overnight accommodations; this
means eight beds with mattresses, rooms which
can be effectively heated, easy access to the pa-
rade ground, and a plethora of other as-yet unre-
alized benefits. The muster will give all an op-
portunity to break in new equipment and cloth-
ing, try out various skills and interpretive strate-
gies, and assess needs for clothing, equipment,
and training.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(continued from page 2)

The vital work of the foundation is con
ducted by these people; without their ef-
forts, very little would be accomplished in
the months between the annual meetings of
the foundation. Several important changes
in committee names and goals were approved
by the board of directors at the annual meet-
ing in Missoula. Of special significance is
the new Education Committee, which will
work to broaden the ways in which we tell
the story of the expedition both to adults
and to children. A second important change
is the new focus of the Chapter Formation
and Liaison Committee. This group will work
not only to create new chapters of the foun-
dation but also to maintain communication
between the chapters and the foundation.
In order to keep you informed of the work
of the committees and the activities of the
nine chapters, I have asked the Publication
Committee to arrange for the regular publi-
cation in these pages of short articles de-
scribing committee functions and chapter
activities. '

Recently the foundation and the National
Park Service signed a cooperative agreement
that formalizes our joint commitment to pro-
tect the Lewis and Clark Trail and to inform
the public of the contributions of the Corps
of Discovery. The agreement specifies that
the National Park Service will provide fund-
ing to the foundation to help us carry out
our trail-related activities, especially the
work of the National Lewis and Clark Trail
Coordination Committee chaired by Bob
Doerk. The funds will permit us to employ
a part-time executive director to work to-
ward the joint goals of the foundation and
NPS. We hope that the executive director
will be at work before the end of 1995. More
news on this important development will
follow in subsequent issues.

Finally, a word about foundation fi-
nances. At the meeting of the board of di-
rectors in Missoula, we discussed the fact
that the cost per member to publish We Pro-
ceeded On and to maintain membership

records is $25.44, whereas the dues revenue
per member is only $21.82. Income from
investments and from donations makes up
the difference. (Note that other expenses of
operating the foundation are not included
in the cost per member figure.) Because of
the anticipated increase in postal rates in
1995, the imbalance between total cost per
member and income per member will in-
crease. In order to raise revenues but keep
the cost of membership for individuals and
families low, the board of directors voted to
increase the dues for higher membership
levels (Sustaining and Contributing) and to
create three new categories of membership
at higher levels of giving (Patron, Grantor,
and Benefactor). The dues levels are listed
on the inside of the front cover. In order to
keep the foundation on sound financial
ground and to maintain the dues levels for
individuals and families, the Board of Di-
rectors asks that you strongly consider re-
newing your membership at a higher level
for 1995. Planned Giving Committee Chair-
man Ed Wang will discuss this matter at
greater length in this issue.

I offer my best wishes for a successful
year in carrying out the goals of the founda-
tion.

HIGH TECH
(Continued from page 13)
media designers, with the cooperation of the Cen-
ter for the Rocky Mountain West (University of
Montana), the Center for Great Plains Studies
(University of Nebraska), and the Center for Co-
[umbia River History. Historian Harry Fritz will
be the principal narrator. It is expected that Dis
covering Lewis and Clark will be completed by
the spring of 1998.

WANTED: Scriver bronze of Lewis and his
dog Scannon. We have a request on file.
Contact Don Nell, Lewis & Clark Trail Heri-
tage Foundation, Box 577, Bozeman, MT
59715.
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Monsieur President [Jefferson]

...I learned from your letter that you are going
to have the sources of the Missouri explored,
and to seek a river which, at its source, is near
to the source of the Missouri, and bears its
waters to the great northern ocean...If your
nation could establish an easy communication
route by river, canal and short portages be-
tween New Yorck, for example, and the town
which would be built at the mouth of the
Columbia, what a route that would be for trade
from Europe, from Asia, and from America,
whose northern products would arrive at this
route by the Great Lakes and the upper Missis-
sippi, while the southern products of the New
World would arrive there by the lower Missis-
sippi and by the Rio Norte of New Mexico, the
source of which is near the 40th parallel! What
greater means to civilization than these new
communication routes!...

Paris, 23 floreal, year 11—13 May 1803.

’ B.G.E.C. Lacépeéde
[French naturalist]




