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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

by Robert E. Gatten, Jr. 

It is a great honor to be able to 
serve the foundation as president this 
year. My experience as a foundation 
member, committee member, direc
tor, and officer over the past decade 
has been such a positive and stimu
lating one that I hope to be able to 
repay the foundation and its mem
bers in a small way by my service 
this year. 

As I \vrite this column on Sep
tember 12, I realize that it will be at 
least two months before you read it. 
Thus, the contents will not exactly 
constitute hot news but rather items 
of enduring importance to the foun
dation. First, I want to acknowledge 
the fine leadership over the past year 
of President Stu Knapp, Secretary 
Barb Kubik, Treasurer John 
Montague, the directors, and commit
tee chairmen. It was a pleasure work
ing with all of you, and I appreciate 
your many significant contributions. 
I look forward to working with this 
year's officers, directors, and commit
tee chairmen. 

Enclosed with this issue is a list 
of committee chairmen and members. 

(Continued on page 31) 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
Membership in the Lewis and Clark Trail Heri

tage Foundation, Inc. is open to the general public. 
Information and an application are available by 
sending a requestto: Membership Secretary; Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc.; P.O. Box 
3434; Great Falls, MT 59403. 

We Proceeded On, the quarterly magazine of 
the Foundation, is mailed to current members 
during the months of February, May, August, and 
November. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES* 

Regular: 
Family: 
Sustaining: 
Contributing: 
Patron: 
Granter: 
Benefactor: 

$ 20.00 
30.00 
75.00 

200.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 
5,000.00 

*For foreign memberships add: $5/year in 
Canada; $1 O/year in Europe; and $15/year in Asia, 
Australia and New Zealand. 
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From the Editor's Desk. .. 
We are starting a new year for the foundation 

(as defined from annual meeting to annual meet
ing), and it looks and sounds like it will be a 
ripsnorter. The easiest definition of ripsnorter for 
those of you not familiar with the term is "a great 
many exciting things happening." Our new presi
dent, Bob Gatten, already has things moving at a 
fast pace. 

We are adding new columns in WPO starting 
with this issue. They are designed to give you 
the big picture of how our foundation operates. 
One column will tell you about the 19 commit
tees we have and what their functions are. The 
other is a feature about one of our nine local 
chapters starting in the next WPO. 

The foundation is made up of many small 
parts. Each small part is a vital piece in the goal 
of giving you as much information as possible 
about the epic journey of those intrepid explor
ers . The goal of the foundation is education and 
understanding. 

Speaking of education, I ran across a won
derful word while looking for some information 
in Elliot Coues' three volume history o'f the expe
dition. In a footnote "eupatoriaceous" suddenly 
appeared before me. Now, isn't that a word that 

just rolls across the tongue? I had to go to a 
really big dictionary at the library to find the 
definition. Good luck in your search for the defi
nition. 

Our search for education and understanding 
will swing this year from western Montana to 
the eastern seaboard as our 1995 annual meet
ing will be in Charlottesville, Virginia. In this 
issue you will find a Jim Large article about that 
history-rich area and a Joe Jeffrey article about 
Harpers Ferry. Bob Hunt contributes an article 
about the use of horses on the expedition, and 
Ron Therriault tells us of a Salish/Kootenai view 
of Lewis and Clark. It is all good reading. 

Other changes are coming down the pike so 
standby, learn and enjoy! 

LATE BREAKING NEWS! 
The new executive director of the founda

tion is Jay Vogt. Jay is currently executive as
sistant at the South Dakota Historical Society 
and executive director of the South Dakota Heri
tage Fund. Welcome aboard Jay! 

NOTICE OF MUSTER AT FT. ATKINSON STATE HISTORICAL PARK 
FT. CALHOUN, NEBRASKA: MARCH 11, 12, 13, 1994 

Editor's Note: In the spirit of getting in the 
spirit of the Lewis and Clark Expedition of 
1804-1806, the 1994 Discovery Corps oflowa 
and Nebraska uses the same .• l<l;nguage in its 
newsletter to chapter members; The follow
ing is an example from the newsletter-it makes 
for interesting reading. 

In order that the upcoming Discovery Corps 
Muster and School of the Soldier may be at
tended by the maximum number of the mem
bers and recruits of Discovery Corps, the follow-

ing missal is directed to be sent by post to all 
members, who will then cause said information 
to be made known to any potential recruits of 
their acquaintance. It is presumed that all mem
bers possess knowledge of reading or dwell in 
the house of one who does. 

At the express wish of the Cap
tains, all members of the Corps 
and prospective recruits will as
semble on the Council Bluffs above 

(Continued on page 31) 

ON THE COVER-Lewis and Clark Memorial, one of the sites to see in downtown 
Charlottesville during the 1995 Lewis & Clark 'frail Heritage Foundation Annual Meeting. 
The monument is located in Midway Park at the corner of Ridge and Main Streets. 

Photo by Bob Gatten 
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HOO~BE:AT~. & NIGHTMARE:~ 
A Horse Chronicle of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

by Robert R. Hunt 

PART I of II 
eriwether Lewis was on 
horseback both at the begin-
ning and end of his appear
ance in the pages of history. 
Each time he was haunted 
by horse mishaps. M In early March 1801 
Lewis had set off from Pitts
burgh, headed for Washing

ton, traveling with three horses, to accept the ap
pointment as President Jefferson's private secre
tary, which ultimately led to the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. 1 One horse went lame on the rug
ged, muddy roads. Delayed by this disability, 
Lewis did not reach Washington until three weeks 
later, April 1st-an inordinate delay for accepting 
an important presidential assignment. 

And in the final days of his life, eight years 
later, he again headed for Washington on horse
back, this time from St. Louis to defend his ex
peditionary expense accounts . On the Natchez 
Ttace en route two of his horses were lost in the 
\vilderness, forcing his companion, Major James 
Neelly, to remain behind to search for them. 2 

Lewis rode ahead alone, apparently in a distracted 
state, to lonely Grinder's Stand where his tragic 
death occurred by gunshot wounds October 9, 
1809. It was a death which might have been 
averted had Neelly not been absent searching for 
lost horses. 

Lewis's horses thus furnished both a preface 
in 1801, and a somber epilogue in 1809, of t11e 
difficulties he had with his mounts on the Expe
dition of 1804-1806. For it was on horseback that 
Lewis, his co-leader William Clark, and their men 
faced their most dangerous trails . Yet despite the 
critical importance of these animals in the Lewis 
and Clark drama, there appear to be no paint
ings or images of any kind in the pictorial record 
depicting the two captains astride horses. 'fypi
cally, they are shown standing on a promontory 
overlooking rivers and mountains, pointing for
ward, or poised in the prow of a canoe, or grouped 

with native chieftains parlaying in the wilderness. 
. Rarely, if ever, do horses (other than native 

mounts) show up in the graphic literature of the 
expedition. 

But without their horse luck Lewis and Clark 
may have been just two other minor figures in 
the opening of the West. It was only through their 
fortuitous purchase of horses from the Shoshone 
Indians on tl1e edge of the Rocky Mountains, 
August 1805, that their mission was saved from 
probable defeat. Those purchases enabled tl1em 
to stumble with their baggage across "those 
turrible mountains ." Staving off starvation by 
eating "killed colts," they managed to reach the 
Pacific watershed before winter could shut them 
down. Thanks to their horses they would pro
ceed on to fulfill a mission critical to the new 
nation's future. The Expedition thus became 
unique testimony to the precept that "man on a 
horse's back is history's dominant figure. "3 

As horsemen however, Lewis and Clark were 
not very "dominant. " Instead, at times on horse
back they seemed pathetic and bedraggled, more 
like Quixote than heroic cavaliers worthy of stat
ues in the court house square. Their men also, 
when dependent on horses, were often a dishev
eled, disoriented bunch, especially on the Lolo 
trail, bungling along in front of, or behind, or 
astride their equally pitiful nags. Lewis himself 
called this stretch with the horses the most 
"wretched portion of our journy, the Rocky Moun
tain, where hungar and cold in their most rigor
ous forms assail the waried traveller; not any of 
us have yet forgotten our sufferings in those 
mountains ... and I think it probable we never 
shall. "-! 

HORSE TRACKS, WHERE? 
What was the actual geographic extent of the 

Lewis and Clark horse trail? Captain Clark mea
sured it out in his "Postexpeditionary Miscel
lany. "5 After river mileage of 3096 miles west
ward up the Missouri, the party went by land, 
i.e. by horse, from the Shoshone encampments 
(near the present day southwestern Montana-
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Idaho border) "over to Clark's river and down 
that to the enterance of travellers rest 
Creek. .. thence across the mged part of the Rocky 
Mountains to the navagable branches of the Co
lumbia 398 Miles." Eastbound on the return trip, 
the party had the help of horses from present
day Dalles on the Columbia, overland at least 
360 miles to the Nez Perces, thence back to 'Irav
elers Rest. From there, directly across the moun
tains to the plains and the Great Falls of the Mis
souri was a distance of 340 miles . Though the 
party was divided into different groups, all with 
horses, at 'Iravelers Rest each of these groups on 
their different routes would have traversed at least 
a minimum of the 340 miles cited by Clark as 
the distance between 'Iravelers Rest and the Great 
Falls . There were, of course, additional daily 
sorties of hunters and special rides (such as 
Lewis's all night gallop of 120 miles from the 
fight with the Blackfeet at the Thro Medicine River 
site) . 

In short, the Expedition left horse tracks of 
at least four to five hundred miles on a westward 
lineal course, plus at least a thousand miles east
erly, widely scattered over strikingly varied ter
rain-with horses ranging in number ~m two or 
three at a time up to 65. The Corps of Discovery 
had become, in effect, a kind of cavalry unit for 
a cumulative period of six months during its ap
proximate 28 months of absence from St. Louis. 
These men had then to manage a large squadron 
of unruly animals on which they were absolutely 
dependent for surmounting the most dangerous 
fifth of the total round trip. 

PREPAREDNESS? 
How did the corps measure up in horseman

ship? 'Iracking their hoofprints reveals a curious 
mixture of ingenuity and instinoti"'._e skill adapted 
to the circumstances-but also inentitude, incom
petence, and at times inexplicable negligence. It 
was not until the winter at Fort Mandan (1804-5) 
that the need for horses began to dawn on them. 
Previously, the two captains could hardly have 
realized the extent to which they would become 
horse traders , horse managers, horse doctors, 
horse brealzers, horse trainers-horse factotums! 

Once in possession of these animals, from 
the Shoshones onward , the men were constantly 
frustrated in managing them. Rarely did a day 
pass while moving on the trail when one or more 
of the horses had not been lost, strayed, stolen 

From : Ecole de Cavalerie: contenant la 
connoissance, !'instruction, et la conservation du 
cheval by Francois Robichondela Gueriniere (Paris: 
Par la compagnie, 1754) 

or injured. Untold hours were wasted searching 
for missing animals, or recovering from accidents . 
Could these troubles have been avoided? Did the 
horse problems result simply from the circum
stances of the voyage, the weather, the geogra
phy? Was the corps properly prepared witl1 the 
needed skills, knowhow, plans for dealing \vith 
the circumstances? 

Consider first the pre-expeditionary planning 
for the journey: neither Lewis nor Jefferson ap
pear to have foreseen any compelling need for 
horses or for training their men in horse manage
ment. Remember, however, that the Rocky Moun
tains weren't there yet! The "height ofland" no
tion still prevailed among geographers who looked 
to the unknown West. Conventional wisdom pre
sumed a continental divide, comparable to the 
Alleghenies in the East , offering only a relatively 
narrow rise, not too formidable , separating the 
watersheds of the Missouri and the Columbia. 
Jefferson's message to Congress of January 18, 
1803 proposing the Expedition contemplated con
tinuing navigation on the Missouri River "possi
bly with a single portage from the western 
ocean ... "6 By implication, any need for horses 
would be merely incidental and transitory. 

Besides, Jefferson seemingly had little use 
for horse.s. As early as 1785 he had expressed 
his disdain: 

"The Europeans value themselves on 
having subdued the horse to the uses of 
man; but I doubt whether we have not 
lost more than we have gained by the use 
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of this animal. No one has occasioned so 
much the degeneracy of the human body. 
An Indian goes on foot nearly as far in a 
day, for a long journey as an enfeebled 
white does on his horse; and he will tire 
the best horses. "7 

One wonders if Jefferson would want to eat 
those words 25 years later on reading the Lewis 
and Clarkjournals, learning how horses had saved 
the expedition from disaster, or imagining Lewis's 
all night ride after the Thro Medicine fight. 

As for Lewis, he most likely felt no need for 
horse competence beyond what he already pos
sessed. He had lived and traveled as an army 
officer, a paymaster serving units in the Ohio 
Valley for years on h9rseback- a fitting career for 
a young man born and reared in Virginia, the 
land of renowned horseflesh. The same would 
have been true of his co-leader. Clark had had 
military experience with horses pnder General 
Anthony Wayne's command in Ohio in the 1790s, 
leading pack trains of several hundred animals 
through the wilderness, and he certainly must 
have been at ease on horseback in his Kentucky 
environs. But could either captain have foreseen 
the unique problems for coping en masse with 
the restless, semi-wild animals of the natives on 
the prairies and in the mountains, so unamenable 
to the disciplined pack train requirement for ex
pedition purposes? 

It comes then as no surprise that there is but 
one mention of horse-related items in the record 
of Lewis's preparation before his embarkation 
from Pittsburgh on August 31, 1803: listed for 
shipment from the "U .States Military Dept." 
1803, March 21-June 30:8 

:;e:;: * * :;; ** * * :;: ::: * * * 
"1 Packg Boxes for Horsemans Cloths-$1." 

It is not clear from the journals how or when 
these "cloths" were used en route ... Lewis had 
also arranged for shipment of a saddle from 
Monticello on leaving there for Pittsburgh. 
J efferson wrote to him July 11, 1803:9 "your 
bridle left by the inattention of Joseph in pack
ing your saddle is too bulky" to go by post. Did 
the bridle ever catch up with him, and did the 
saddle and bridle accompany him to Mandan and 
beyond? There seems to be no record to this ef
fect. In any case, these minimal references in the 
otherwise voluminous documentation of items 

taken on the Expedition show scant attention to 
thoughts of horse travel in the Great West. Nor is 
there any mention in the cargo shipment refer
ences of Lewis's branding iron, often assumed 
as intended for branding horses such as those 
left in the custody of the Nez Perces in the fall of 
1805. It can be doubted, however, that Lewis's 
iron, found in 1892 and now in possession of the 

. Oregon Historical Society, was actually used to 
brand horses. [See especially, Note 14 at end of 
this article.] Lewis did use it at the Marias on 
June 10, 1805 "to put my brand on several trees" 
near the stashed red pirogue. 

HORSES EN ROUTE 
A few domestic horses did play a part in the 

voyage down the Ohio from Pittsburgh, thence 
to St. Louis , and later from St. Louis to Fort 
Mandan, most notably as follows : 

Lewis hired local farm horses on several 
occasions to pull the keel boat over sand 
bars in the Ohio River, then at record lows. 

At Camp Dubois near St. Louis in the win
ter of 1803-04, local animals were used for 
courier rides between the city and the camp. 

1\vo horses were acquired to accompany the 
party up the Missouri. These steeds helped 
tow the keel boat over difficult places and 
were occasionally used by the hunters rov
ing on shore; one such episode figured in 
the near tragedy of 18 year old Shannon 
getting lost on the trail-"missing in action" 
for 12 days and having to abandon one of 
the two horses. The remaining horse was 
shortly after stolen by the Tuton Sioux. 

While with the Mandans in winter's grip 
the captains borrowed or hired local horses 
several times to pack buffalo meat in sleighs 
across snow fields; in another encounter with 
the Sioux two of these horses were stolen. 

WINTER PLANNING 
During the stay with the Mandans, numer

ous reports of Indian war parties stealing horses 
from each other dramatized to the captains how 
crucial horse trafficking had become amongst the 
natives. But as far as the corps itself was con
cerned, during these winter months the actual 
use of horses was occasional and incidental- not 
absolutely essential for the needs of the expedi
tion. 
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It was at Mandan that the captains first seri
ously faced up to their ultimate travel needs. Al
most immediately on arrival there, they began to 
hear about the mountains to the west and the 
need for guides and land transportation beyond 
the river route. On October 29, 1804, before they 
had even located winter quarters, they learned 
that a chief of the Minnetarees (the "Big Bel
lies") was then on a war party (to steal horses) 
"against the Snake Indian who inhabit the Rocky 
Mountains ... " Just a few days later, November 
4th, Clark recorded that 

"a french man by Name Chabonah who 
Speaks tl1e Big Belly language visit us, 
he wishes to hire & informed us his 2 
squars were Snake Indians, we engau him 
to ao on with us and take one of his wives 
to 'interpret the Snake language." 

During the long winter nights and days, as 
Lewis and Clark gained further information from 
their hosts about the westward route, those Snake 
Indians (i.e. the Shoshones) and their horses 
loomed ever larger in their plans. Lewis wrote to 
President Jefferson from Ft. Mandan, April 7, 
1805, just as the Corps was to resume the jour
ney upstream toward the mountains: • 

"The circumstances of the Snake Indi
ans possessing large quantities of horses, 
is much in our favour, as by means of 
horses, the transportation of our baggage 
will be rendered easy and eJ>..Jleditious 
overland, from the Missouri to the Co
lumbia river." 

SACAGAWEA =HORSES 
The horses would be not only "much in their 

favour", they would be absolutely essential-ex
plaining why the captains would dare to include 
Charbonneau's wife, Sacagaweh" a teenage girl 
with a new born babe, in a party.entering upon 
such a hazardous journey. The theorem was self 
evident: 

Tu reach the Pacific over the mountains re
quires horses 

The Snake Indians (the Shoshones) have 
horses 

We must talk their language to acquire their 
horses 

Sacagawea is a Shoshone and spealzs the 
language 

Sacagawea is our key to horses, and THERE
FORE our key to success 

But the captains almost lost the key. On June 
6th, while Lewis was absent reconnoitering for 
the Great Falls, Clark recorded "our Indian 
woman verry sick I bleed her." She became pro
gressively worse over the next several days. By 
June 16th Clark thought she might die. The ur
gency of the situation struck Lewis forcefully as 
he rejoined the party after locating the Great Falls: 

June 16, 1804-"about 2 P.M. I reached 
the camp found the Indian woman 
extreemly ill and much reduced by her 
indisposition. This gave me some con
cern as well for this poor object herself, 
fuen with a young child in her arms, as 
from fue consideration of her being our 
only dependence for a friendly negotia
tion with the Snake Indians on whom we 
depend for horses to assist us in our por
tage from fue Missouri to tl1e Columbia 
River." 

Fortunately Lewis had also discovered Sul
phur Springs nearby, "the virtues of which ... [he] 
now resolved to try on the Indian woman." His 
prescriptions were effective, and within a few days 
she had sufficiently recovered, able to proceed 
on-and later, to help in the horse talks with the 
Shoshones. 

WHERE ARE THE HORSES? 
Once beyond the falls, Lewis became increas

ingly aware that horses would be the only means 
of fighting against time and geography which were 
racing against him toward another winter. He 
voiced his worries on July 27th: "we begin to 
feel considerable anxiety with rispect to the Snake 
Indians. if we do not find them or some other 
nation who have horses I fear the successful is
sue of our voyage will be very doubtful ... now 
several hundred miles within the bosom of this 
wild and mountainous country ... " Still no Indi
ans in sight by August 8th as Lewis scouted ahead 
of the party with three of his men. His record of 
the day had a desperate note-"without horses 
we shall be obliged to leave a great part of our 
stores, o~ which it appears to me that we have a 
stock already sufficiently small for the length of 
the voyage before us." Finally, by August 11th 
near the Continental Divide, he made contact with 
the Shoshones. 

But Le\vis was afraid the Shoshones could 



not be relied upon to make their animals avail
able; many of the Indians were nervous, not yet 
ready to trust the strangers, suspecting a trap .. 
Lewis feared they might bolt and disappear with 
their horses, which 

"would vastly retard and increase the 
labour of our voyage and I feared might 
so discourage the men as to defeat the 
expedition altogether .. .! slept but little, 
my mind dwelling on the state of the ex
pedition which I have ever held in equal 
estimation with my own existence ... " 

There would indeed be further nightmares 
before the captains could determine "whether to 
prosicute ... [the] journmey from thence by land 
or water." On August 17th Clark and the main 
party were reunited with Lewis , and the 
Shoshones became more trusting-"the sperits of 
the men were now much elated at the prospect 
of getting horses." Still, the Captains remained 
uncertain whether to continue by horseback or 
canoe. 

Clark set off with eleven men armed with 
axes for canoe building, to reconnoiter the Salmon 
River. Several days of stumbling over dangerous 
terrain and viewing impossible canyons convinced 
him that the Indians had been right all along in 
ruling out such a route. He sent a letter by mes-

Shoshoni Indian Saddle 

sen ger to Lewis, wh o remained with the 
Shoshones, advising that land travel by horse 
appeared the only feasible course. 

In the interim, Charbonneau had learned that 
the Shoshones were about to leave surreptitiously 
with their horses for the buffalo country; he had 
neglected to tell Lewis until almost too late. "I 
could not forbear spealdng to him with som de-

. gree of asperity," Lewis noted . He knew that his 
chance of obtaining additional horses could sud
denly disappear, and he lost no time in cajoling 
the Shoshone chiefs to countermand their move
ment orders . After this new nightmare of vanish
ing horses, on receipt of Clark' s letter, Lewis 
promptly determined to commence the purchase 
of at least 20 additional animals, still fearful that 
"the caprice of the indians might suddenly in
duce them to withhold their horses .. . " 

HORSE TRADING 
It was here that the horse trading careers of 

the two captains began in earnest. They offered 
uniform coats, shirts, leggings, knives, handker
chiefs , axes, and trinkets (in one case even Clark's 
pistol with powder and balls) for animals which 
they considered generally in excellent condition, 
though later they would complain about sore 
backs and previous overuse of these animals. By 

Indian saddles: A Crow; B Mandan 

From: Man on Horseback, by Glenn R. Vernam (New York, Harper & Row, 1964), with p ermission. 
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August 30th they had purchased 29 or 30 (the 
number varies in their records) to begin their 
journey into the Bitterroot Mountains. 'len more 
were acquired further along the route when they 
encountered a band of Flathead Indians who had 
abundant herds. By September 6th, 40 horses 
plus three colts were on hand; some of the men 
thus had to manage two horses each during this 
most difficult segment of the journey. 

PRICES PAID 
When making their purchases, the captains 

generally recorded the prices paid for their ani
mals. These prices varied considerably at differ
ent stages of the journey. (For perspective on the 
wilderness economy, the reader is referred to the 
schedule appearing at the end of this article, a 
"Horse Buyer's Guide and Price Index, 1805-
1806" ... ) 

From the Shoshones, the captains had ac
quired animals of varying quality for merchan
dise valued at around $6.00 per head on aver
age. This was a remarkably good price when 
compared with what Lewis had earlier observed 
on the lower Missouri domestic frontier. Recall 
that on his way to St. Louis from the East Lewis 
had visited Louis Lorimier, the well-known horse
man at Cape Girardeau. There, he ~te on No
vember 23, 1803, that among the "uncivilized 
backwoodsmen" in that area "the circulating 
medium is principally Horses ... for 50 to $200." 
This contrast between the wilderness prices and 
the frontier prices was blithely exaggerated when 
Lewis wrote up his commentary on the horse 
market while at Fort Clatsop on the Pacific. On 
February 15, 1806, deflating the $6.00 prices paid 
to the Shoshones, he stated that "an eligant horse 
may be purchased of the natives for a few beads 
and other paltry trinkets which in the U .States 
would not cost more than two ciollars. " 

On the return journey, howeyer, when the 
captains desperately needed horses to maneuver 
back up to Nez Perce country, they had to bar
gain with the unfriendly Eneshers and Skillutes. 
These groups either refused to sell or charged 
"extravagant prices" -double the prices paid to 
the Shoshones and the Flatheads; and this at a 
time when the corps ultimately needed twice the 
number of horses used while westbound, and 
was also nearly impoverished in the number of 
trade goods with which to bargain. "Thro hand
kerchiefs would now contain all the articles of 
merchandize which we possess," Lewis recorded 

March 16, 1806 at Clatsop. 
Thus practically destitute, the captains then 

seem pitiful in their bargaining-reduced to of
fering their personal, "last resort" property: Clark 
ponied up his own blanket, coat, sword, and 
plume; Lewis, his dirk. They were literally trad
ing the shirts off their own backs, but to no avail. 
"I used every artifice decent & even false State
ments to enduce those pore devils to sell me 
horses," Clark said. "I could not precure a Single 
horse of those people ... at any price." The cap
tains then had no more to deal with than their 
bare hands for trade purposes. 

But their manual skills finally did prove more 
effective than merchandise. Clark had achieved 
a reputation as a physician among the natives as 
he dressed sores, relieved back pains, and gave 
small things to a chief's children. In due course 
the medical practice produced horses when other 
stock in trade had been spurned or bargained 
away. 

By May 1806 when the corps reunited with 
the Nez Perces, practically the entire capital of 
the expedition had been invested in horses, a 
seemingly risky commitment when the party was 
still thousands of miles from home and not yet 
over the mountains. Moreover, this investment 
would erode. Horses had become the "life blood" 
of the Expedition, and were subject to debilitat
ing losses. 

(Tu be continued) 

Foundation member Robert R. Hunt is a 
frequent contributor to WPO. He is a mem
ber of the WPO editorial board. 

-NOTES-
1Donald Jackson, ed., Letters of the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition (University of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1978) Vol. l, 
p. 4n. 
2Ibid, Vol. 2, pp. 467-68. 
3Glenn R. Vernam, Man On Horseback (Harper & Row, 
Inc., New York, 1964) p. ix. 
4Gary E. Moulton, ed. The Journals of the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition (University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln and Lon
don, 1991) Vol. 7, p. 325. All quotations or references to 
journal entries in the ensuing text are from Moulton, Vol
umes 1-8, by date unless otherwise indicated, without fur
ther citations in these notes. 
5Ibid, Vol. 8, p. 388 et seq. 
6Jackson,' Vol. 1, p. 12. 
7John P. Foley, ed. The Jefferson Cyclopedia, A Compre
hensive Collection of the Views of Thomas Jefferson ... (Funk 
& Wagnalls Company, New York and London, 1900) #3799, 
Horses, Effect on Men, i, 398. 
8Jackson, Vol. l, p. 92. 

NOVEMBER 1994--------- ---------------- -------WE PROCEEDED ON 9 



by Arlen J. ("Jim") Large 

The rolling Piedmont region of Virginia was 
a fertile seedbed for America's growth away from 
the Atlantic seaboard toward new promises in 
the West. 

Virginia's late-18th century frontier spirit will 
be a major topic of the 1995 annual meeting of 
the Lewis and Clark 'frail Heritage Foundation in 
Charlottesville. Attendees at the July 30-August 
2 meeting will acquaint themselves with a coun
tryside that gave birth to explorers Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark, and to their brilliant 
hilltop mentor, Thomas Jefferson. 

The 27th annual meeting in Charlottesville 
will be the foundation's second gathering in an 
eastern state. In 1982 the foundation met in Phila
delphia. 

The Virginia landscape sloping eastward from 
the Appalachian Mountains was settled by a mix
ture of big landholders and farmers of smaller 
tracts. In the late 18th century the area within a 
25-mile radius of Charlottesville was home to three 
major estate owners-future presidents all-who 
would play important roles in the expansion of 
the United States beyond the Mississippi River: 
Thomas Jefferson of Monticello, James Madison 
of Montpelier and James Monroe of Ashlawn. 

In 1803 Jefferson lived at the President's 
House in Washington, commuting home to 
Monticello twice a year. Before his presidency 
Jefferson had acquired what has been called the 
biggest library in America on western geography. 
He never ventured past the Blue Ridge himself, 
but his interest in lands beyond Virginia's sun
set helped put in motion the mid-19th century's 
great flood of emigrant wagons to Oregon and 
California. Western historian Donald Jackson has 
written eloquently: 

"The prairie mornings rang with the eager 
chatter of westering settlers, and every turn of 
the wheel broadened a roadway that began at 
Monticello in Virginia." 

The President's private secretary in 1803 was 

a young army captain named Meriwether Lewis. 
· The Lewis family plantation at Locust Hill was 

seven miles west of Charlottesville. Jefferson him
self acknowledged the "distinguished" standing 
of Meriwether's father and uncles in the commu
nity. Albemarle County's woodlands served as a 
wilderness classroom for the future explorer. In 
a Lewis biography written after the Pacific expe
dition, Jefferson said: 

"When only eight years of age he habitually 
went out in the dead of night, alone with his 
dogs, into the forest to hunt the raccoon and opos
sum, which seeking their food in the night, can 
then only be taken. In this exercise no season or 
circumstance could obstruct his purpose-plung
ing through the winter's snows and frozen streams 
in pursuit of his object." 

Meriwether was just five years old when his 
father died. Lucy, his mother, soon married John 
Marks, whose death 11 years later again left her 
a widow. Lucy Marks was locally famous for treat
ing sick neighbors with herbs from her Locust 
Hill garden. Lewis absorbed some of her medici
nal knowledge and made good use of it years 
later when attacked by a disorder of the 
"intestens" on the Missouri River in Montana. 
He dranl<. two pints of a "strong black decoc
tion" made by boiling astringent twigs from a 
chokecherry bush. By nightfall, he reported in 
his expedition journal for June 11, 1805, "my 
fever abated, a gentle perspiration was produced 
and I had a comfortable and refreshing nights 
rest." 

William Clark's parents lived for five years 
in Albemarle County, where their oldest sons, 
Jonathan and George Rogers, were born. In 1754 
the family moved some 45 miles east of 
Charlottesville to a flatland farm located midway 
between Fredericksburg and Richmond. The 
Clarks' other eight children, including William, 
were born there. William was just a boy during 
the Revolutionary War exploits of George Rogers 
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Clark in Kentucky and the Illinois country. Those 
regions then belonged to Virginia, so the elder 
Clark served part of the war under the orders of 
the state's governor, Thomas Jefferson. As a fed
eral congressman after the war Jefferson sug
gested to George Rogers in 1 783 that he lead a 
U.S. exploring party overland to California. The 
old campaigner declined, but the two remained 
strong friends . 

When William Clark went to the Pacific he 
was accompanied by another Virginian, his slave 
York. According to York's biographer, Robert 
Betts, the slave "almost certainly" was born at 
the Clark family's flatland farm. In his 1985 book 
In Search of York, Betts plausibly speculates that 
William Clark and York were boyhood playmates 
until they grew old enough to assume the sta
tions of master and slave. 

After the Revolution George Rogers Clark 
impressed on his parents the opportunities await
ing in little-settled Kentucky. So the Clarks in 
1785 (when William was 15 years old) established 
a new family seat at Mulberry Hill near the Falls 
of the Ohio, a locale visited at the foundation's 

1991 annual meeting in Louisville. But the Clarks 
didn't forget their Virginia roots . 

Right after the Pacific expedition William 
Clark became something of a fixture at the home 
of Colonel George Hancock in Fincastle, Virginia, 
at the head of the Shenandoah Valley. He was 

The 1995 Annual Meeting Planning Committee 
(top) is hard at work p lanning visits to Shadwell, 
the birthplace of Thomas Jefferson (midd le), 
Monticello (bottom) and Locust Hill (left) . These 
are just a few of the s ites to be visited. 

NOVEMBER 1994- - - -------- -----------------WE PROCEEDED ON 11 



courting the colonel's daughter, Julia, whom he 
married in 1808. In the Hancock home two years 
later Clark spun out previously unrecorded anr 
ecdotes about the expedition to Nicholas Biddle, 
a young Philadelphian writing an authorized nar
rative of the trip. That Clark-Biddle interview in 
Fincastle preserved lore of the Pacific adventure 
that otherwise would have been lost to histori
ans. For example, Clark gave Biddle colorful de
tails of the touching Rocky Mountain reunion of 
Sacagawea and her brother, Cameahwait, that 
appear nowhere else in the expedition literature. 

* * * * * 
President Jefferson in 1802 revived his old 

idea of sending explorers beyond the Mississippi 
River, then the western U.S. boundary, in re
sponse to incursions of British fur traders from 
Canada. In January, 1803, he asked Congress 
for money to send a small army unit across the 
Rockies in search of a future American trade 
route. Approval came in February and the Presi
dent put Lewis, his secretary, in command of the 
project. 

Meanwhile, a separate foreign policy crisis 
dogged Jefferson and his Secretary of State, 
James Madison. France owned the vast trans
Mississippi territory of Louisiana. Americans 
feared Napoleon might block their right to ship 
farm products from the port of New Orleans. In 
early 1803 Jefferson and Madison sent their po
litical ally and neighbor, James Monroe, to Paris 
with the assignment of buying New Orleans from 
France. On his arrival in April, 1803, Monroe 
discovered Napoleon wanted to sell all of Louisi
ana. The quickly-made deal extended the west
ern U.S. boundary to the crest of the Rockies. 

Lewis's trip was already in the final plan
ning stages when the first hint of the Louisiana 
Purchase reached Washington in June. Jefferson 
observed that Monroe's purchase "increased in
finitely the interest we felt in the expedition 
through the new territory. 

* * * * * 
Thus did the pivotal year 1803 bring together 

a cast of western expansionists with roots in 
Virginia's Piedmont: Jefferson, Lewis, Clark, 
Madison, Monroe. The foundation's 1995 meet
ing will examine the cultural and family back
grounds of these influential figures. The program 
on Monday, July 31, will center on Jefferson 

and Monticello. On Tuesday, August 1 (Clark's 
birthday), participants will visit Virginia land
marks of the Clark family. Events dealing with 
Lewis's Albemarle background are scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 2. 

On behalf of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, it is an honor and a privilege 
for me to invite you to Charlottesville 
for the 1995 Annual Meeting of the Lewis 
and Clark 'frail Heritage Foundation. 

I am pleased that your organization 
has selected Virginia as the site of the 
1995 meeting. In the heart of central 
Virginia, Charlottesville offers you a 
world of historic resources to explore, 
including the homes of three United 
States Presidents and the birthplaces of 
Thomas Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark. 

As the birthplace of our nation, Vir
ginia claims four centuries of American 
history, and it is here that you will dis
cover the true spirit of the United States 
of America. From the soaring peaks of 
the Blue Ridge and the Appalachians, 
past the rolling hills of the Piedmont, to 
the shores of the Atlantic Ocean and 
the Chesapeake Bay, our Common
wealth offers our guests an enjoyable 
visit, no matter where your interests lie. 

Once again, it is my hope that you 
will visit Virginia in 1995 for the An
nual Meeting of the Lewis and Clark 
'frail Heritage Foundation. I know that 
if you do, you will want to return to our 
Commonwealth again and again. 

George A llen, Governor 
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27th Annual Meeting 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE 
Friday, July 28, 1995 

Meeting of the Bicentennial Council-Board of Directors 

Saturday, July 29, 1995 
Early registration at the Omni 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foundation 
Exhibits-Albemarle Historical Society I Alderman 

Library/Discovery Museum 
Book Vendor Displays-Omni Charlottesville Hotel 

Sunday, July 30, 1995 
Registration 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foundation 

(continued) 
Book Vendor Displays/Presentations by Local 

Historians 
Opening Reception-Albemarle Historical Society/ 

Discovery Museum 
Dinner and Entertainment at Ashlawn-Highland, 

home of James Monroe 

Monday, July 31, 1995 
Jefferson's Day 

Business Session at the University of Virginia 
McGregor Room Reception/Map Presentation and 

Display 
Thur of the University of Virginia 
Lunch and Seminar at UVA ' 
Monticello-After Hours Thur and Reception 

Tuesday, August 1, 1995 
William Clark's Birthday 

Break.fast Meeting at Omni 
Trip to Clark Home Site-Public Commemoration/ 

Marker 11:45 a.m. 
Picnic Lunch and Birthday Party 
Thur and Tua at Montpelier, Home of James Madison 
Dinner and Speaker at Omni 

Wednesday, August 2, 1995 
Meriwether Lewis Day 

Breakfast Meeting at the Omni 
Morning visits to Shadwell, Clov'~rfields, Franklin, 

Locust Hill, Locust Hill Graveyard,(burial place of 
Lucy Marks and other Lewis family) 

Picnic Lunch 
Free afternoon for local sightseeing-vineyards, Michie 

Tuvern, and more 
Awards Banquet-Stephen E. Ambrose, noted 

biographer, keynote speaker 
Optional Pre or Post Meeting 'frips under 

consideration include: 
Williamsburg, Jamestown , Yorktown; 
Fredericksburg area; Richmond area; Shenandoah 
Valley, Harpers Ferry, Skyline Drive, Southwest 
Jefferson and Clark County-Fincastle, Poplar 
Forest. 

Lewis & Clark Going High Tech 
Discovering Lewis and Clark, an interactive 

multimedia program, will employ the unique fea
tures of CD-ROM technology to peel away suc
cessive layers of history and explore the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition in its varied dimensions. 

The program will focus on The Land, The 
People, and The Visions. Organized according to 
six separate topic areas, it will I) reveal, beneath 
multi-dimensional maps and modern photographs 
of significant sites, the topography of key points 
on the explorers' route as they may have appeared 
around 1800; 2) examine the characters and 
motivations of the men and women involved in 
the journey; 3) look closely at the technology on 
which the expedition relied; 4) observe the prin
ciples of scientific inquiry which the men em
ployed, and the significances of their work; 5) 
scrntinize the expedition and its aftermath from 
the perspectives of various Native American cul
tures; and 6) illuminate the westward visions that 
inspired successive generations of Euro-Ameri
can men and women of action, beginning with 
Thomas Jefferson. 

These six areas are connectable at any point 
via the interactive paths of the CD-ROM. The 
humanistic disciplines of history, literature, po
litical theory, Native American studies, anthro
pology and cultural geography will be among those 
utilized. 

In style, Discovering Lewis and Clark \vill 
combine scholarly humanistic integrity and vi
sual richness to convey the energy and excite
ment of exploration. Interactive games and puzzles 
will be used to present topics such as nutrition, 
or Indian sign language. The target audience will 
be the general population from age 12 to adult. 

In anticipation of the forthcoming bicenten
nial celebration (2003-2006) of the expedition, 
the creator of Discovering Lewis and Clark, a 
non-profit corporation called VIAs, will publish 
a limited edition of 1000 copies with an accom
panying teacher's guide which, with the assis
tance of one or more sponsors yet to be named, 
will be distributed to selected intermediate and 
secondary schools, as well as certain museums, 
libraries, and historical societies throughout the 
United States. 

Research, writing and production will be car
ried out by qualified scholars, artists and multi-

(Continucd on page 31) 
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Meriwether Leu;is at Harpers Ferry 
by Joseph D. Jeffrey 

The early days of March 1803 marked the 
end of the two year planning phase for the expe
dition that had been carried out largely in the 
sanctity of President Jefferson's White House 
office.' Those days also began a four month pe
riod during which Meriwether Lewis, as the first 
and yet sole member of the Corps of Discovery, 
constantly traversed the roads connecting Wash
ington, Harpers Ferry, Lancaster, and Philadel
phia assembling his supplies and taking cram 
courses that would qualify him to be the 
expedition's resident scientist. Curiously though, 
the progress of events at Harpers Ferry set the 
pace and dictated the timing of _Lewis's travels 
during that period. For it was to be on the Harp
ers Ferry Armory and Arsenal that Lewis relied 
for guns and hardware that would meet his unique 
requirements. 

In 1803, the Harpers Ferry Armory was a 
new facility. In retrospect it could be considered 
the precursor for a 200-year succession of gov
ernment agencies that drew on the national tal
ent available at the time and that performed out
standing services in their early years. In its abil
ity to implement new designs and adapt the de
signs for production, the Harpers Ferry Armory 
was unique, exactly the combination laboratory, 
job-shop, and manufactory that Lewis needed. 

Tuday, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, is a small 
town, the lower part of which is a national his
torical park. The clean streets and handsomely 
restored buildings set on the point of land at the 
confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Riv
ers in a rural mountainous setting, make it a vi
sual delight for the casual sightseer as well as 
the Civil War buff. There the National Park Ser
vice has chosen to place its emphasis exclusively 
on the Civil War period. Yet 56 years before infa
mous John Brown, the 1859 abolitionist raider 
now so prominently featured by NPS, Harpers 
Ferry played its significant part at the start of the 
Le\vis and Clark Expedition. 

JH!.AI'-_PER8 FERR-;- "'::'" DlSTII JGUl~HED 
J[-HSTOr~-].-

While Lewis was the first historic personage 

to do business with the Harpers Ferry Armory, 
he was not the first to have his name associated 
with the area. AB far back as the time of the 
French and Indian War, George Washington, then 
an officer in the British colonial militia, was fa
miliar with the upper Potomac River and the line 
of forts to Pittsburgh and beyond. Before the 
Revolution, Washington had also served as sur
veyor for Virginia's British governor, Lord Fairfax, 
and after the Revolution as president of the 
Patowmack (land development) Company. 2 

Washington's familiarity with the area was later 
instrumental in establishing the Federal Armory 
and Arsenal at Harpers Ferry. 

Unlike Washington, Thomas Jefferson did 
little traveling west of his Virginia estates 
(Monticello and Poplar Forest) or west of the At
lantic coast population centers. However, at the 
time he was elected a Virginia representative to 
the 1783 Continental Congress, he decided to take 
a westerly route to Philadelphia by following down 
the Shenandoah River and through the village of 
Harpers Ferry.3 On October 25 he climbed the 
steep hill above the town to a rocky outcrop, 
where, so impressed with the mountain and river 
view, he described the setting in his book Notes 
on the State of Virginia. Wrote Jefferson as he 
looked to the east: 

On your right comes up the 
Shenandoah, having ranged along 
the foot of the mountain a hun
dred miles to seek a vent. On your 
left approaches the Patowmac in 
quest of a passage also . In the 
moment of their junction they 
rush together against the moun
tain, rend it asunder, and pass off 
to the sea. -This scene is worth a 
voyage across the Atlantic. 4 

Long before Washington and Jefferson, the 
Harpers Ferry site was on the natural transporta
tion corridor connecting the frontier villages of 
Fredericktown [Frederick, Maryland] and Charles 
Tuwn [then Virginia, now West Virginia] and 
continuing on to the few settlements to the south-
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west in the Shenandoah valley. In 1733 a trader, 
Peter Stephens, recognized the possibilities of the 
site. Noting that the Potomac River was the ma
jor travel impediment on the route, he set up a 
primitive ferry service.5 

Fourteen years later, millwright Robert 
Harper, alert to the water power possibilities of 
the rivers, bought out Stephens's ferry boat op
eration and took on a deed on Stephens's squat
ters rights holdings. Harper proceeded to put his 
new holdings on a firm legal basis and in 1751 
obtained a land patent from the Royal Governor 
and exclusive charter for the ferry concession from 
the Virginia General Assembly. ln 1763 the town 
of "Shenandoah Falls at Mr. Harper's Ferry" was 
established by act of the Virginia General As
sembly. 6 Harper's combined mill and ferry boat 
operation impressed land developer/surveyor 
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George Washington with the larger possibilities 
of the site. 

ln its early days the site was referred to as 
Harper's Ferry. Tuday it is Harpers Ferry with
out the apostrophe. 

In 1775, Robert Harper began construction 
of a stone house, but with the wartime scarcity 
of labor it was not completed until 1782. Unfor
tunately, Harper died in October of that year 
without ever living in the house, but the name 
stuck. From 1782 to 1803, the building func
tioned as the town's only tavern and served, 
among others, Thomas Jefferson and George 
Washington.7 As an 1803 tavern it was certainly 
visited by Meriwether Lewis and, in keeping with 
the custom of the times, quite possibly housed 
Lewis during his stay. 

In 1794, Congress passed legislation "for the 
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erecting and repairing [translated to mean con
struction, equipping, and maintenance] of Arse
nals and Magazines." The first of two national 
armories/arsenals was then planned for Spring
field, Massachusetts. George Washington, now 
president, was given wide discretionary powers 
in executing the legislation and, not surprisingly, 
selected Harpers Ferry for the second. 

The U.S. government in 1796 purchased 118 
acres from Harper's heirs for its new facility, re
ferred to officially as the "United States Armory 
and Arsenal at Harper's Ferry." Construction 
began in 1799.8 The terms "armory" and "arse
nal" seem to have been used somewhat inter
changeably although "armory" meant a manu
facturing facility while "arsenal" referred to a 
storage site for completed arms. 

Although there was much criticism of his se
lected site because of its flood da,mage potential, 
Washington believed it to be ideal because of its 
available water power, access to raw materials, 
secure position, and proximity to the new capi
tal. Washington's view prevailed.9 (It might be 
noted that for the 63 years the armory was in 
production, floods never shut it down. It took 
the ravages of Civil War to finally bring its de
mise; by that time it had, in any event, outlived 
its usefulness. After the Civil War, floods harassed 
the town and closed the last commercial mills in 
1936.) 

By 1801 the Harpers Ferry Armory was pro
ducing its first weapons. At that time the work
men were skilled artisans drawn from the Phila
delphia area. Their specialty was individual piece
work, but the armory was able to begin mass 
production of rifles shortly after Lewis's visit. 

LEWIS-EARLY HARPERS FERRY 
CUSTOMER 

Freed from the restrictive Washington atmo
sphere in March 1803, Lewis hit the ground run
ning. For four months his track was difficult to 
follow as Jefferson discovered. One quick inspec
tion of equipment available from the regular army 
supply depot, Schuylkill Arsenal at Philadelphia, 
convinced Lewis that hardware to meet his an
ticipated special needs (such as for guns, toma
hawks, boat frame and the like) was not avail
able in normal military provisioning channels. 

The new facility at Harpers Ferry with its 
talent was obviously the source of choice. Lewis 

lost no time in getting his logistic supply line in 
order. Beginning on March 14th, a succession of 
orders emanated from the War Department. The 
first, and of primary interest, was from Secre
tary of War Henry Dearborn himself, addressed 
to Joseph Perkins, superintendent of the Harper's 
Ferry Arsenal: 

14th March 1803 
Sir: 
You will be pleased to make such 
arms & Iron work, as requested 
by the Bearer Captain Meriwether 
Lewis and to have them completed 
with the least possible delay. I am 
&c. 

H. Dearborn 10 

The secretary's order in hand, and now hav
ing a good idea where the various classes of equip
ment were to be obtained, Lewis's priority rested 
with specialty items that would require his de
sign and approval. Accordingly, he hurried to 
Harpers Ferry where he arrived about March 16th. 

With a little imagination one can picture some 
of Harpers Ferry today as Lewis would have found 
it in 1803. In addition to Jefferson Rock and 
Harper House, three other sites in the lower town 
reflect the Lewis era. On Potomac Street is a 
modest building with a sign in front claiming 
that it was built in 1 799 to be the home of the 
armory superintendent. Now near the railway 
station, in 1803 it was across the street from the 
armory's then-main entrance. (All armory build
ings have long since disappeared, their site now 
covered by an elevated railroad grade.) Since the 
house lies outside the park boundary, it has not 
been historically authenticated by the National 
Park Service. However, dedicated Lewis and Clark 
followers may well accept it for what it purports 
to be. 

The second Lewis-related site is at the point 
of land (the "Point") where the Shenandoah and 
Potomac Rivers converge. There is displayed a 
copy of an 1803 lithograph showing the large 
arsenal with the rivers beyond, surrounded by 
mountains, and with a ferry boat midstream from 
the Maryland shore as Lewis would have ridden 
it several times to and from Frederick[ town]. n 

Here, truly, is depicted the landscape as Lewis 
would have seen it, not too different from today's 
similar mountain and river vista. 
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The third site as seen today is the foundation 
of the large arsenal, now outlined in stone in the 
grass of a pleasant parklike setting. The large 
arsenal (so called to differentiate it from the later 
"small" arsenal) shown in the 1803 lithograph 
was a two-story building with attic, built in 1799-
1800 and measuring 125 by 32 feet, used to store 
completed arms manufactured in the armory. 12 

Lewis's travels were now so tmpredictable that 
it was difficult for Jefferson to keep his paternal 
eye on his protege's progress. Indeed, as Jefferson 
somewhat petulantly suggested, he had heard 
nothing from Lewis for six weeks or so after March 
7.13 Of course, some portion of that six weeks 

Sign in front says this was the 
Armory Superintendent home 
built in 1799. Now the oldest 
privately owned structure in 

Harpers Ferry. Used variously 
as residence, shop, and 

restaurant. 

The Point and Large Arsenal, 
c.1803. View to the east 

looking down the Potomac 
with the Shenandoah floWing 

in from the right. Marylanp 
shore left with ferry in 

midstream Potomac. Arsenal 
built 1799-1800. Original 
lithograph print shown at 

Monticello. 

may have been due to Jefferson's ov.rn absence 
from Washington while Lewis remained in the 
capital. It was Jefferson's yearly custom to take 
an early spring break for a month at Monticello, 
his home near Charlottesville, Virginia.14 With 
that pattern, it is quite probable that Jefferson 
departed Washington on or shortly after March 
7, eight days ahead of Lewis's March 15 depar
ture.15 In any event, Lewis was not keeping his 
mentor well advised as to his movements al
though, as the one-man task force, he was liter
ally scheduling his activities on a day-to-day ba
sis that stretched his intended one week stay at 
Harpers Ferry to a month. 
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Finally, on April 20, Lewis wrote Jefferson 
to explain, if not his silence, at least his activ
ity. 16 "My detention at Harper's Ferry was un, 
avoidable for one month, a period much greater 
than could reasonably have been calculated on; 
my greatest difficulty was the frame of the ca
noe, which could not be completed without my 
personal attention to such portions of it as would 
enable the workmen to understand the design 
perfectly.-My Rifles, Tumahawks & knives are 
preparing at Harper's Ferry, and are already in a 
state of forwardness that leaves me little doubt of 
their being in readiness in due time." 

Lewis's letter went on further to explain that 
he was unwilling to risk the canoe's design on 
theoretical calculations alone. He, therefore, de
cided to conduct a "full experiment" after which 
"I was induced from the result of this [success
ful] experiment to direct the iron frame of the 
canoe to be completed. " With a .. transportable 
weight of only 99 pounds and able to carry a 
load of 1770 pounds, the canoe seemed to justify 
Lewis's optimism as to its potential. That the 
"iron canoe" failed of its purpose was not the 
fault of the armory's skill or of Lewis's great 
idea. Much later, when the time came to put the 
iron frame to practical use following the Great 
Falls portage, the natural resources of that local 
area, on which Lewis had planned to rely, sim
ply did not provide the necessary waterproofing 
material for seams of the boat's ell<.Skin cover
ing. 

Lewis departed Harpers Ferry April 18 for 
Lancaster and Philadelphia, confident that all was 
now firmly on track. Jefferson, not yet in receipt 
of Lewis's April 20 letter, wrote to him April 23 
noting that two army officers had informed him 
(Jefferson) they had seen Lewis in Frederick about 
April 20 and that Lewis had been detained in 
Harpers Ferry until April 18. 17 

Jefferson's concerns about Lewis's where
abouts during this period of silence were also 
expressed in the president's letter to Lewis Harvie. 
Harvie had been selected to be Lewis's replace
ment as Jefferson's secretary. Jefferson apolo
gized for not moving Harvie into the job earlier 
but did not want it to appear that he was dissat
isfied with Lewis's actions or in a hurry to re
place him. Jefferson explained that he had an
ticipated Lewis's return to Washington and start 
on his Mississippi expedition [still carrying on 

the fiction of the purpose] some time earlier, but 
only two days earlier had learned that Lewis had 
been detained at Harpers Ferry a month instead 
of a week. 18 

THE TRANSPORTATION CHALLENGE 
On May 29 Lewis reported to the president 

his successful completion of preparation in Phila
delphia and planned departure for Washington 

· June 6 or 7. 19 Lewis's major chore now was to 
make arrangements for transport of his small 
mountain of stores from Philadelphia and Harp
ers Ferry to Pittsburgh, the embarkation point 
for the expedition's keelboat. 

'ftansport of all military materials from the 
various supply centers to forts and outposts was 
under the control of area "military agents" of the 
War Department. For the middle Atlantic area, 
which included Philadelphia, Harpers Ferry, and 
Pittsburgh, the military agent was one William 
Linnard. Lewis called on Linnard in Philadel
phia to state his requirements and then backed 
up his request with a letter dated June 10. 20 Lewis 
emphasized that the stores would weigh at least 
3500 pounds and that the road by "which from 
necessaty they must travel is not good." Accord
ingly, he recommended a five-horse team. 

Last minute delays held Lewis in Philadel
phia until June 17.21 He then returned to Wash
ington hoping everything would fall into place. 
Certainly his attention to detail had provided for 
every reasonably anticipated contingency. Lewis's 
last days in Washington were a flurry of activ
ity. 22 He had intended to visit his mother at Lo
cust Hill (near Charlottesville) but so anxious was 
he to get started west, he could only write her 
that "circumstances have rendered this impos
sible. "23 As Lewis informed his mother, he was 
to depart Washington on July 4, 1803. Actually 
Lewis left the city, now for the last time, on July 
5. His one-day delay was probably due to last 
minute details and a possible July 4th Indepen
dence Day-Louisiana Purchase celebration.24 

Agent Linnard started the transport wagon 
west from Philadelphia in timely fashion. Unfor
tunately, with bureaucratic inefficiency, he failed 
to verify the wagon's carrying capability. As Lewis 
later reported to Jefferson, the wagon passed 
Harpers Ferry June 28; however, "The waggoner 
determined that his team was not sufficiently 
strong to take the whole of the articles that had 
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been prepared for me at this place [i.e. Harpers 
Ferry] and therefore took none of them;-. "25 

It is not clear when Lewis learned of the trans· 
portation breakdown at Harpers Ferry. But on 
July 5 he was in Fredericktown, 35 miles from 
Washington and 20 miles from Harpers Ferry 
seeking transport. There he "engaged a person 
with a light two horse-waggon who promised to 
set out with them this morning [i.e . July 8] for 
Harpers Ferry,-."26 

However, once again the promised transport 
failed at the appointed time. Lewis's intestinal 
fortitude must have been sorely tried. On that 
same day he engaged yet another person now 
scheduled to depart Harpers Ferry the morning 
of July 9. This time Lewis must have been sure 
of the driver, team and wagon since he planned 
his own departure from Harpers Ferry a day 
ahead of the wagon. 

Attesting to the high quality· of work per
formed by the Harpers Ferry Armory, Lewis wrote 
the president, "Yesterday [July 7], I shot my guns 
and examined the several articles which had been 
manufactured for me ai this place; they appear 
to be well executed. "27 

Lewis departed Harpers Ferry for the last time 
the afternoon of July 8, by "the rout of 
Charlestown, Frankfort, Uniontown [Pennsylva
nia] and Redstone old fort [now Brownsville, 
Pennsylvania]. "28 His direction was now irrevo
cably west. He reported to Jefferson his arrival 
in Pittsburgh July 15 with nothing happening on 
the trip "worthy of relation. "29 Lewis's final ref
erences to Harpers Ferry were made in a July 22 
letter to Jefferson. "-the knives that were made 
at Harper's ferry will answer my purposes equally 
as well and perhaps better [than a dirk inadvert
ently left behind in Washington].-The Waggon 
from Harper's ferry arrived today, bringing ev
erything with which she was charged in good 
order."30 

LEWIS RIFLES AND EQUIPMENT 
This paper concerns more the circumstances 

of the Harpers Ferry acquisition than the details 
of the articles themselves. However, from 
Jackson's Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expe
dition31 and other references one may deduce what 
articles came from Harpers Ferry. One author 
lists as probably acquired there:32 

15 rifles 

24 pipe tomahawks 
36 pipe tomahawks "for Indian presents" 
24 large knives 
15 powder horns and pouches complete 
15 pairs of bullet molds 
15 wipers or gun worms 
15 ball screws 
15 gun slings 
Extra parts of locks and tools for replacing 

arms 
40 fish giggs such as the Indians use with a 

single barb point 
Collapsible iron frame for a canoe 
1 small grindstone 

This listing, if not wholly accurate, is cer
tainly representative of what Lewis obtained at 
Harpers Ferry. The rifles and rifle accessories, of 
course, were of primary importance. 

Other than a brief note in the visitors bro
chure that arms produced here were used by 
Lewis and Clark, the only signage today at the 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park referenc
ing Lewis and Clark is a small card in the Master 
Armorer's House (c. 1858), alongside an 1803 rifle 
reading: 

U.S. Model 1803 Flintlock Rifle. 
The first rifles made at Harpers 
Ferry reflect the popular Ameri
can design of the Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky rifles. Like the 
early muskets , craftsmen pro
duced the various parts of this 
rifle by hand. Many historians 
believe that Lewis and Clark trav
eled west with these rifles during 
their Louisiana Territory expedi
tion in 1803-1804. 

That the signage is in error as to the dates of 
the expedition makes it suspect, or at least un
clear, also as to the type and model designations 
of the Lewis rifles. Biographer Richard Dillon 
gives some characteristics of the Lewis rifles and 
asserts that so efficient was the Lewis design that 
the Secretary of War ordered them (presumably 
meaning the U.S. Model 1803 noted in the NPS 
sign) into mass production with only one or two 
minor changes. 33 

A detailed analysis of the Lewis rifles is be
yond the intended scope of this article. However, 
any person interested in the gun history and 
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subsequent influence of the Lewis design might 
find helpful the references provided by the Harp
ers Ferry National Park historian's office cited in 
the endnote below. 34 

IN PERSPECTIVE 
No expert's knowledge or indeed any knowl

edge of rifles is necessary to appreciate Harpers 
Ferry today. But one should be armed with fore
knowledge to find the elusive 1803 tracks of 
Meriwether Lewis. So plan to climb the quarter 
mile section of Appalachian 'frail that leads up to 
the panoramic view at Jefferson Rock. Then stand 
below at "the Point" and compare the pictorial 
representation of the 1803 scene with today's 
mountain and river vista. Walk through Harper 
House, the oldest surviving building in the park, 
and see it in the mind's eye, not as presented in 
its later years, but as familiar to Lewis while 
engaged in conversation with townspeople and 
armory artisans over a friendly ale. Nearby, walk 
slowly by the reputed superintendent's home 
where Lewis, after presenting his impressive cre
dentials and consistent with military niceties of 
the time, would certainly have been socially en
tertained of an evening as the not-yet-famous but 
nevertheless illustriou s representative of the 
United States president. Finally, view the stone 
foundation of the large arsenal and imagine Lewis 
at the door giving a final instruction for loading 
the supply wagon, eager to start west within the 
hour on his big adventure. 

Except for one small plaque on a rifle of ques
tionable relation to Lewis and Clark, and brief 
reference to them in the National Park visitors 
brochure, the presence of Lewis and Clark is not 
recognized at Harpers Ferry. This is a pity be
cause in its very early days the Harpers Ferry 
Armory and Arsenal made a Ratable contribu
tion to the success of the expeditj_on . Backed by 
this history, Harpers Ferry is a significant site on 
the eastern Lewis and Clark 'frail. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 
Joseph D. Jeffrey is a retired naval officer 
and aviator. He is the former chief legal ad
visor in the Federal Aviation Administration, 
Office of Aircraft Safety Standards. He is a 
member of the National Lewis & Clark 'frail 
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chairman of the Virginia, West Virginia, 
District of Columbia area. 
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National TraiJs Day is Workday in Idaho 
The Idaho Chapter of the Lewis and Clark 

'frail Heritage Foundation celebr~ted "National 
'frails Day" once again this year. For 1994, the 
Salmon District of Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) organized a work day on the Lewis and 
Clark National Historic Trail in the Flume, Pattee, 
Sandy and Kenney Creek areas of Lemhi County. 

Last year, a very successful public event was 
held on the Lewis and Clark Backcotmtry Byway 
and Adventure Road in Lemhi County southeast 
of Salmon. National 'frails Day 1993 commemo
rated the 25th anniversary of the National 'frails 
Act. The event, which attracted nearly 100 people, 
was coordinated by BLM-Salmon District, Salmon 
National Forest and the Idaho Chapter with sev
eral local Salmon businesses contributing to the 
effort. 

This year, in the foothills of the Bitterroot 
Range which was carpeted with Lewis Rediviva 
(bitterroot) , volunteers including members of the 
Salmon Backcountry Horsemen removed the old 
style "Lewis and Clark Trail" signs and wooden 
posts which were placed there approximately 15 
years ago. The reasons for removal were two
fold: it has been determined the expedition's route 
was mislocated in this area and a new method of 
signage, Carsonite posts, can be placed with less 
impact and easier maintenance requirements. The 
new posts carry the official Lewis and Clark 
National Historic 'frail logo. 

J . Wilmer Rigby, Salmon pharmacist and 
Lewis and Clark enthusiast, determined that the 

actual route was several miles from the marked 
course in the foothills . Using the Journals for 
descriptions of the trail , he pointed out the prob
able route for BLM officials who are in charge of 
much of the land in this area. BLM has desig
nated the trail as a Special Recreation Manage
ment Area and officials want to ensure that the 
correct area is within this designation. The BLM 
is very much aware of the importance of trails 
and recreation to the people and were instrumental 
in the development of the Lewis and Clark 
Backcountry Byway as well as the signing of the 
Lewis and Clark 'frail in this area. 

BLM also installed an information kiosk on 
the Warm Springs Road (the first part of the By
way) to aid in the interpretation of the Lewis and 
Clark 'frail. The Byway road intersects the trail 
twice but leaves most of the actual trail route in a 
natural state- much like it was 189 years ago. 

010 YOLT miss the Missoula meeting? We 
have a few extra of the very special Road 
Guide, maps and mile-by-mile explanation 
from Missoula to Lost 'frail Pass, Bighole 
Battlefield, Lolo Pass to Powell Ranger Sta
tion, Lewis & Clark Pass on the Continental 
Divide, and National Bison Range. $14.95, 
include postage. Publications, Lewis & Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation, Box 577 , 
Bozeman, MT or Collectors Showcase, 1359 
W. Broadway St., Missoula, MT 59802. 
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We Saved Ourselves ••• 
EDI'IDR'S NOTE: The following is excerpted 
from a talk given by Ron Therriault during 
the foundation's 26th annual meeting. 
Therriault, who is chairman of the Native 
American Studies Department at Salish 
Kootenai College on the Flathead Indian Res
ervation in western Montana, spoke at a lun
cheon at Kwa Thq Nuk Lodge in Polson, Mon
tana. 

We had 3,000 ponies on our reservation in 
1905. The agent planning for the opening of the 
reservation to white settlement thought they ate 
too much grass. They were sold for as little as $2 
a head. My grandfather kept one when most of 
them had been sold off. A man came along who 
offered to pay $20 for the pony. Grandfather said, 
"He don't look so good." The man still wanted 
the pony. Grandfather took his money and re
peated the pony don't look so good. The man 
took the pony home and it walked right into the 
barn door. It was blind. The man said he was 
cheated and wanted his money back. He didn't 
get it. Grandfather said, "I told yoq he don't 
look so good." 

We oftentimes use different words, but mean 
the same thing. We do not communicate well. 

Chief Three Eagles was the head of our tribe 
in Lewis and Clark's time. When he first saw 
Lewis and Clark he thought, "Funny looking, 
but brave." 

When he saw York he thought he was painted 
black and he knew York was ready to die be
cause of the war paint he had on. 

Three Eagles said Lewis and Clark and their 
men were brave people because. they traveled in 
a small group, but poor since they had no robes. 
Even a poor Indian had a buffalo

0

robe . 
Three Eagles' grandson, Charlo, gave a speech 

in 1876. It was a bitter speech about taxes im
posed by white men on Indians in the Bitterroot 
Valley. About the first meeting with white men 
he said, "We were happy when he came. We 
often saw him and heard him. We first thought 
he came from the light, but he comes from the 
dusk. Like a wolverine he comes often and takes 
more than he leaves ... " 

Light comes from the east. Lewis and Clark 
came from the east. They were military men. 

They respected Indian people and did not try to 
change them. It went downhill from there. The 
people who followed Lewis and Clark were not 
so honorable. 

The Indians were not expected to stay the 
same. They were expected to change to the white 
man's ways. Many thought it would be the end 
of the trail for the Indians. We are sneaky little 
devils . We never did disappear. 

For 450 years we have been part of a one
way conversation. We listened. The other side 
talked. 

When Lewis and Clark came, Indians were 
descendants of a society that had been in place 
for thousands of years. We had a tribal family 
structure that had law and order, education and 
welfare built in. Now we go to strangers to get it . 

We are not strangers to this land. If you go 
above the high water mark on the hills on the 
National Bison Range (on the reservation) you 
will find ancient Indian graves. We were here 
when those were islands in the last Ice Age. 

The key to our survival was responsibility. 
One of the misconceptions of some white men 

is that we are not considered to be human be
ings. I love to talk to those people. They operate 
from a position of ignorance. 

We have had thousands of years of a stable 
society. We are human beings-not noble savages. 
We have been locked in time and space like fro
zen pictures. In the minds of many it is comfort
able to keep us there. We can't progress if we are 
locked in time and space. 

You look on Lewis and Clark as heroes. So 
does out tribe . They were the bright spot in a 
rough relationship. 

After Lewis and Clark, people came in with 
an interest in changing us, our spirituality, our 
education, our very way of life. 

The federal government determined Indians 
could become farmers. It didn't know the Indi
ans. We weren't used to getting up early in the 
morning and working till late at night and not 
paying o~r bills. 

In 1802, the government established an In
dian education system. It taught our men how to 
repair farm tools for 58 years. 

We are a people who came out of a society of 
hunters, warriors and survivors. We were forced 
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to change. We didn't have to change. We did it 
for convenience. 

I could teach my son how to make a knife 
from obsidian with a bone handle. We don 't do 
that. It became too easy to buy. It gave us more 
time to trap furs. We denied ourselves the tech
nology of who we were as a tribal people. 

We took the easy path. It is a sign of how 
human we really were. 

We destroyed ourselves. We had a lot to do 
with our own destruction. We have not carried 
out our responsibilities. We did it because we 
thought there was more to this world. There was 
not. There was family, responsibility, duty and 
honor. 

We bought into the grass is greener philoso-
phy. 

We got honor from Lewis and Clark. 
We did not get it from the United States . 
We lost our power. Land is power. We had 22 

million acres of Montana. We used all of the land 
to survive. We have 1,240,000 acres on the reser
vation. We ceded the rest of it to the U.S. We 
can't live on this amount ofland the way we did 
on 22 million acres so it means we must change. 

In the old days women did all the work. Men 
hunted and fought . When we were put on the 
reservation it took away our honor to fight and to 
be warriors. Our men found a hideout in booze. 
We destroyed ourselves. If the government had 
only been like Le\vis and Clark. .. 

We are still dealing with the reality of the 
U.S. federal policy and how it impacted tribes 
with the allotment policy, termination policy and 
all the other policies. I spend 90 hours in the 
classroom just on the allotment policy so I can't 
begin to tell you what could be said today. 

The world has changed. Each and every tribe 
is different in their concepts and abilities. 

When I was tribal chairman I voted (the first 
time) not to build this beautiful Kwa Tuq Nuk 
Lodge, at least not until some improvements were 
made in the plans. I guess I didn't always make 
wise decisions. 

Our people are now educated in a different 
way. Our Salish Kootenai College was opened in 
1975. We teach people to survive in the modern 
world. We teach some to be lawyers, doctors, 
technicians, but we also teach them who they 
are as Indian people. 

The past doesn't disappear. It allows reflec-

tion on how far we have come. 
There is a woman on the reservation who 

was a camp cook for me nine years ago. Now she 
has a doctorate in biology. I remind her how she 
poisoned us a couple of times with fry bread 
(just to keep her humble) . 

Our glory time goes way back. There are dark 
spaces in between. We don't whimper. We get 

. up on our feet and move forward. The tribes that 
have resources can do it. 

I am proud my son and daughter are proud 
to be descendants of this tribe. 

I used to dance the tribal dances. I am not so 
agile anymore. My little grandkids follow me as 
a dancing role model. 

The drinking is starting to stop. Tun years 
ago my uncle would be passed out drunk in front 
of the Ronan Bar by midday. No more. 

It all started with a good impression. If it 
starts with a good impression you can't kill it. 

Lewis and Clark didn't realize what they 
started. If the people who followed had had one 
half of the integrity and courage of Lewis and 
Clark the world would have been different. 

Without education, that we control, our po
sition is wealz. Every federal policy carried out 
against us had opposition, but no one would lis
ten. We had no power. 

The reservation opened for settlement in 1910. 
It was allotted against our wishes. We didn't have 
the education to defend ourselves. Now there are 
no more rifles, no more headbands . We go and 
see a lawyer. 

We know what the bottom looks like but we 
are coming back up. If you listen to what we 
have to say we could keep you from hitting bot
tom. We are no longer noble savages. 

We have lessons to help us. Maybe it's time 
for a two way conversation. 

Seven years ago I received a call from an eld
erly lady back east. She and her sister were think
ing about coming out West to visit the reserva
tion. Since they were elderly they would need 
someplace to stay, she said. Did we have motels? 
She was concerned about being alone. I told her 
the burning, raping and pillaging- we haven't 
done those things for weeks (I haven't heard from 
them since). 

It is a mindset. 
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EDl1DR'S NOI'E: The Lewis and Clark 'frail 
Heritage Foundation has 19 committees 
ranging from the Annual Meeting Site Selection 
Committee to the Young Adult Committee. 
Beginning with this issue the chair of each 
committee will explain what his or her 
committee does. We hope you will have a 
clearer understanding of how your foundation 
functions. 

NATIONAL LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL 
COORDINATION COMMITTEE 

This committee is structured in such a way 
that it can "hone in" to a given segment or trail 
location to gather information, provide informa
tion to individuals and organizations, and create 
an on-site presence when required. We have state 
chairmen in each of the 11 trail states as well as 
Kentucky/Indiana, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland/District of Columbia/Wes\ Virginia/ 
Virginia ... in short, in every state having a signifi
cant Lewis & Clark event or happening. In addi
tion, there are "segment Coordinators" reporting 
to the state chairmen in states where there were 
many Lewis & Clark locations such as Montana 
and Idaho. 

Committee projects include, but are not lim
ited to, the following: 1) A survey of the current 
trail to determine what signage, brochures, ac-

WE SAVED OURSELVES .. 
(Continued from page 24) 

We are still who we were. We are still Indian. 
We will survive with education, moving forward 
and picking ourselves up. 

Our education level has changed. If 5,000 
young Indians hit the streets now, it won't be 
with rifles and headbands . They should do it as 
lawyers and educators. 

People often ask why do you stay on the res
ervation when you and other professionals could 
make more money elsewhere? The answer is 
simple. One is seeing a camp cook become a 
biologist and the other is: This is home. 

cess to sites, ownership , campgrounds, monu
ments, etc. , are in place. Information is input 
into an NPS computer. The second phase will be 
to determine where we have weaknesses/needs 
for more signage, brochures, etc. 2) A brochure 
listing all Lewis & Clark events of any size or 
description happening along the trail in 1995. 3) 
Facilitate funding opportunities for trail enhance
ment, whether it be federal/state/local or private 
funds. 4) Organize attendee( s) and input for the 
Fourth National Long Distance 'frails Conference 
in April 1995. 5) Review detailed projects/stud
ies submitted to the committee from outside 
sources. 6) Devise ways to involve "off-trail" com
mittee members in foundation projects (such as 
the reviews mentioned in #5 above). 

Robert K. Doerk, Jr., Chairman 

ROBERT DOERK, Chair 
Trail Committee 

HARRY HUBBARD, Chair 
Bicentennial Committee 

BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 
Following the 25th Annual Meeting in 1993, 

the bicentennial committee devoted the greater 
share of its time establishing a new entity whose 
sole purpose is to plan, organize and coordinate 
an observance of the 200th Anniversary of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. With the approval 
of the foundation's board of directors, a non-profit 
corporation was formed and titled the National 
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Council. The found
ing boara members are Stuart Knapp, Robert 
Gatten and Harry Hubbard. 

The bicentennial committee of the founda
tion will continue to function. There are projects 
initiated under the able leadership of Jerry 
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Garrett, the founding chairman of the commit
tee, that are ongoing. A partial list of these ac
tivities and the committee member in charge fol
lows: 

Book republishing ...... ............... Ron Laycock 
Ron has successfully convinced several publish
ers to reissue out-of-print books covering various 
aspects of the expedition. 

Artifact list ...... ................ . . . ......... Jim Large 
Proving to be a relentless historical sleuth, Jim 
has tracked down, located and listed an exten
sive array of existing artifacts left over from the 
expedition. 

Other projects that are of interest to the com
mittee are: A statue and monument list, a com
memorative stamp, and a documentary film. 

A recent addition to the committee, Dr. Rob
ert Weir, will pursue research concerning Will
iam Clark's actual army rank during and after 
the expedition. If Clark's captaincy is lacking its 
bestowal would be a fitting bicentennial event. 
As another bicentennial observance, Dr. Weir will 
also research the possibility of a special congres
sional medal to be established and awarded post
humously to all expedition members. 

Additional projects, when appropriate, will 
be added to the bicentennial committee's agenda. 
The progress and activities of the National Lewis 
and Clark Bicentennial Council will be reported 
in a succeeding issue of WPO. 

Harry Hubbard, Chairman 

PLANNED GIVING COMMITTEE 
Why are more Lewis & Clark fellow funds 

needed now? 
Historically, most foundations have been cre

ated by persons of wealth. Examples ofvery-large
asset funds include ones created by Ford and 
Rockefeller fortunes. The primary purpose of 
those foundations, and numerous smaller ones, 
has been to distribute investment income from 
accumulated assets to finance countless projects 
for organizations and, in some cases, individuals 
according to broad guidelines designated by the 
creators of those foundations. 

Unlike foundations created from existing 
wealth, the Lewis & Clark 'frail Heritage Foun
dation (LCTHF) began with no assets. Initially, 
the only source of income for the LCTHF was its 
annual membership dues. Early on it became 

apparent that relatively small membership dues 
could not support publication of the quarterly 
journal, We Proceeded On (WPO). Tu resolve that 
problem the LCTHF engaged in the "selling" of 
bronzes. Thanks to the long (17 year) and highly 
successful effort of past president Wilbur Werner, 
bronze sales have produced enough funds so that 
current investment income from that fund pays 
the largest part of publication costs of WPO. As 
of June 30, 1994, Bronze Fund assets amounted 
to more than $177, 000. 

Several years ago, before the Bronze Fund 
was as large as it is today, Robert and Emily 
Betts made a substantial gift to the LCTHF to 
pay for computer equipment and software needed 
to publish WPO. 

Just as it was necessary at an earlier time for 
the LCTHF to create a separate source of income
apart from modest membership dues-to pay the 
cost of publishing WPO, so it is necessary pres
ently to add to a special fund whose investment 
income can be used to finance part of the cost of 
compensation for an executive director of the 
LCTHF. Three years ago the LCTHF requested 
its planned giving committee to commence such 
a fund. 

Tu become a charter member of the Lewis & 
Clark Fellow Fund, one needs to make a contri
bution of $1,000 or more to that fund. Including 
33 individual gifts, one bequest, one memorial 
gift and two corporate matching gifts, more than 
$43,000 has been pledged of which more than 
$40,000 cash has been paid. Some persons elected 
to make tl1eir contribution to the Lewis & Clark 
Fellow Fund on an installment basis rather than 
to pay it at one time. Including accumulated in
vestment income and fund payments received at 
the Missoula meeting, the Lewis & Clark Fellow 
Fund amounts to more than $45,000. 

This year the National Park Service has agreed 
to tmderwrite the largest part of the cost of a 
part-time executive director for the foundation. 
However, in exchange for that financing, the ex
ecutive director will be required to use the great
est part of his or her time for oversight of the 
establishment of Lewis & Clark trail sites. 

The Lewis & Clark Fellow Fund needs to be 
increased materially over the near-term future so 
that a significant share of compensation for the 
LCTHF executive director can be financed with 
investment income from that fund. You are in-
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vited, in fact strongly encouraged, to help the 
LCTHF now with your contribution to the Le\vis 
& Clark Fellow Fund. If the minimum $1,000 
amount cannot be paid at once, installment con
tributions are welcome. Please send your contri
bution to: The Le\vis & Clark 'frail Heritage Fmm
dation, P.O. Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403. 
The Planned Giving Committee is most grateful 
for all the financial support given to the LCTHF. 
Questions of LCTHF members are always wel
come and will be answered as promptly as pos
sible. 

L. Edwin Wang, Chairman 

EDWIN WANG, Chair 
Planned Giving Committee 

DONNA MASTERSON, Chair 
Genealogy l ommittee 

GENEALOGY COMMITTEE 
Before the Genealogy Committee was formed 

in 1990, letters inquiring about a family connec
tion to an individual expedition member were an
swered by sending foundation information and a 
membership application. Sometimes the letters were 
passed along to an officer or board member who 
would reply. Now, a committee member will reply 
with some basic information about the expedition 
member along with the foundation brochure. We 
also ask the descendant to share what they know 
with us and offer advice in getting started if they 
haven't done any research to prove the connection. 

We have had good response from announce
ments at genealogy conferences and in periodicals. 
Computer bulletin boards are another resource we 
use for locating descendants or researchers. There 
are many family historians who have done exten
sive research on their ancestors and we are espe
cially grateful to them for sharing with us. In this 
way we add to the genealogical files we have on 
each expedition member. 

Our goal is to reach descendants who are in
terested in learning about the part their ancestor 
played in this remarkable journey and hope that 
this interest will lead to their becoming members 
of the foundation. 

Donna Masterson, Chairman 

Cut Bank, Montana Will Be Home to 
Extensive Lewis & Clark Collection 

by Joe Dee Black 
Cut Bank Pioneer Press Reporter 

Wilbur Werner's knowledge and enthusiasm The donation includes two original oil paint-
about the Lewis and Clark Expedition is well ings , one of Camp Disappointment and one of 
known around this part of the country. He has the Thro Medicine Fight Site, two Bob Scriver 
led hundreds of folks to both the camp sites [the bronzes, black and white photographs of the 
Thro Medicine fight site and Camp Disappoint- Camp Disappointment site, prints of the route 
ment] near Cut Bank, where the expedition the eh.'Pedition took through Montana and the 
stayed. He has been a member of the Lewis and different instruments used by the party, a print 
Clark 'frail Heritage Foundation since 1971, serv- by Howard Turpning of George Kicking Woman 
ing as president in 1976. Werner has also sat on telling a youngster of the Lewis and Clark Expe-
the board of the Montana Historical Society. dition, and many other items. 

After generously sharing his knowledge on Werner has also donated his extensive col-
one of the most exciting parts of Montana's his- lection of books, about 65 volumes, and many 
tory for years, Werner recently made another pamphlets and leaflets, to the county library. 
generous gesture. He has donated his extensive "Over the years I have accumulated many vol-
collection of Lewis and Clark Expedition artifacts urnes of very authoritative books on different fac-
to the Glacier County Historical Society and the ets of the expedition ," he explained. His collec-
Glacier County Library. tion includes books on plants, animals, the geog-
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raphy, rivers and lakes, the climate and the In
dian tribes the expedition encountered. "These 
works were all based upon the very extensive 
journals kept by Lewis and Clark." 

Werner said Montanans have a special inter
est in the Lewis and Clark Expedition because 
one-third of the expedition, 282 campsites, was 
spent in Montana. His own interest in the expe
dition started long before he came to Montana 
though. His undergraduate studies at Creighton 
University in Omaha, Nebraska included a mi
nor in history. 

"I have donated these items now because I 
will be spending more time away from Cut Bank 
and I want people with an interest in the Le\viS 
and Clark Expedition to have access to a library 
covering most all of the aspects of it," Werner 
said. He estimates his collection is as extensive 
as any in the state. "I want people to know the 

collection is at the museum and the library so 
they can see the paintings and read tluough the 
books. It is intensely interesting." 

In addition to Lewis and Clark Expedition 
memorabilia, the donation includes several re
productions of Great Northern Calendar Weinhold 
Weiss prints, which now hang on the walls of the 
office of Werner, Epstein and Johnson, as well 

. as several Native American artifacts . 
Although Werner will now be spending more 

time away from Cut Bank, the tours tracing the 
expedition's route near Cut Bank will not be 
abandoned. "Larry Epstein and Don Tupp will 
be carrying on," Werner assured. "In fact, Larry 
was one of the scouts in 'froop 44 who, along 
with Helen West and Bob Anderson, discovered 
and pinpointed the locations of Camp Disappoint
ment and the 'I\vo Medicine Fight Site." 

Nell Assumes "The Mapmaker" Bronze Sales Duties 
After 1 7 years as chairman and mostly sole 

member of the Ad.Hoc Committee of the Bronze 
Fund, Wilbur Werner is retiring and I have agreed 
to assist in closing out the balance of Bob Scriver' s 
"The Mapmaker" depicting Capt. Clark \vith the 
various instruments he used on the expedition 
route. The casting has been set in limited edition 
of only 100. Seventy-seven have been sold. As 
some of you know, the companion previously done 
by Bob Scriver, "Lewis & His Dog Scannon," 
has been sold out for several years and that cast
ing has been scratched. Some people would now 
like to obtain the Lewis bronze and if there are 
those who wish to sell theirs, your foundation 
will act as a clearing house and forward names 
to interested people in rotation as they are re
ceived. Negotiations can then be made between 
the parties with no involvement or fee to the foun
dation or myself. 

The Mapmaker bronze sells for $1200 plus 
$10 postage if shipped. We have various num
bers available but if none is requested we will 
ship the next one cast. We do have three on hand, 
but normally it takes 60-90 days to have one cast 
by the foundry in Kalispell, Montana, and it will 
be shipped direct from there. We will consider a 
consignment from established museums and 
bookstores by separate treaty. A $500 tax write 

off is an option to those who \vish to take it in 
reporting their income taxes. Turrns are open to 
fit your situation, if desired. A free full descrip
tive brochure is available. 

Here's a way to have an excellent bronze for 
your home, office or gift at a very reasonable 
price and assist your foundation. The bronze fund 
is a restricted fund, the interest of which can 
only be used to subsidize the publication of our 
magazine, We Proceeded On, which now exceeds 
our membership dues. 

Call or write me any time. Donald Nell, Box 
577, Bozeman, MT 59715, (406) 587-4806 win
ter; (406) 222-0721 summer. 

THE ARCHIVES COMMITTEE of the Lewis 
and Clark 'frail Heritage Foundation is look
ing for donations of needed Lewis and Clark 
books for the foundation archives. Needed 
books are an edition of Thwaites and 
Moulton Volumes 3, 4, 5, 6. Any other Lewis 
and Clark donations would also be appreci
ated. Please contact Ella Mae Howard, chair
mru1, 1904 4th St. N.W., Great Falls, MT 
59404 or ru1y member of the Archives Com
mittee. 
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The following is an abstract of a presentation 
made by Gary Moulton at the annual meeting 
of the Association for Documentary Editing, 
October 1 993, in Philadelphia. This abstract 
was printed in Documentary Editing, March 
1994. 

Gary E. Moulton (Journals of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition), in his paper entitled "Lewis 
and Clark: Pictures on an Expedition," observed 
that beyond the heroic exploits of their transcon
tinental crossing, Meriwether Lev.Tis and William 
Clark have been universally admired for their great 
work of scientific inquiry-for their constant ac
tivities of observing, collecting, and recording. 
In spite of praise for the captains as scientific 
observers, one has to admit that the men were 
not artists. This statement is not intended neces
sarily as a critique of their abilities \vith pen, 
ink, and paper but as a reflection on the manner 
in which they responded to the realm of discov
ery laid before them. Neither man's first impulse 
was to set pen to paper and graphically illustrate 
a magnificent scene, a new plant, ~ a native 
curiosity. Their inclination was either to describe 
notable phenomena with words or to collect in
teresting specimens for later observation, either 
by themselves or by trained scientists in the east. 
Recognizing the paucity of the men's iconographic 
material we still find some interesting illustrative 
material in their journals- much to admire, much 
to study. 

In the journals of Lewis and Clark, number
ing about 40 notebooks or separate components 
and counting nearly one million words, the ex
plorers drew only about 55 sketches. Some are 
little more than doodles on a page, while others 
are of great use to expedition researchers. So, 
rather than the matter of artistic quality, investi
gators have tended to concentrate on the ques
tion of quantity: Why do we have so little illus
trative material in the journals? I would answer 
that query in a number of ways. Since the men 
were not particularly artistic, they were not in
clined to illustrate a scene with graphic repre
sentation. Looking at a landscape, Clark was more 
lilzely to sketch it as a map, in flat relief, and 
show a route of travel or mark Indian tribal bound
aries. His was the pen of a draftsman and the 
mind of an engineer. Le\vis was more comfort-

able \vith prose. When viewing the magnificent 
Great Falls of the Missouri River in the summer 
of 1805, he tried to draw a picture, but he was 
dissatisfied with the results and yearned for the 
talents of a great artist. Perhaps he was so dis
satisfied with his drawing that he destroyed the 
effort since no picture of the falls by Le\vis ex
ists. He settled for his narrative description, with 
which he also was not pleased, and he longed for 
the gifts of a poet. 

We should also look to the architect of the 
expedition for answers. Jefferson, in his lengthy 
instructions to Le\\ris, made no mention or picto
rial record of the enterprise. Jefferson was quite 
familiar with the great exploration narratives of 
the days and knew that they were illustrated, so 
this neglect is something of a puzzle. Perhaps 
Jefferson understood Lewis's limitations or per
haps he was himself equally unqualified and thus 
he ignored the point and thought it not a matter 
for mentioning. 

Finally we ought to consider the time con
straints imposed on the explorers. To lead a band 
of about 40 persons across a continent, deal with 
natives, and carry out scientific duties, seem ac
complishments enough. Portaging falls, crossing 
deserts, traversing mountains, and fighting rap
ids left little time for artistic endeavors. Tu add 
art to their expedition baggage might well have 
overloaded the men. Indeed , the great bulk of 
expedition art comes from the winter of 1805-06, 
when the explorers were on the Oregon coast 
where they found time for such activities. Over 
half of all the expedition drawings were made 
during this period. In fact , of all the drawings 
from the expedition only about a dozen were made 
east of the Rocky Mountains. Novel phenomena 
partly explain this fact. Much of what they saw 
east of the Rockies was familiar or at least not 
fundamentally new to them, so only a few lines 
of explanation were needed and drawings may 
have seemed superfluous. 

Lewis and Clark were involved in creating 
graphic images mainly in three large categories . 
They were making maps, featuring flora and 
fauna, and picturing people and their cultural 
elements. Each of these elements was discussed 
in the presentation, and slides of expedition draw
ings were shown and commented on. 



by Arlen J. ("Jim") Large 

On May 4, 1805, Meriwether Lewis observed 
an insect infestation on the high plains of north
eastern Montana. "There are great quantities of 
a small blue beatle feeding on the willows," the 
explorer reported. 

Within two years NASA plans to launch a 
new earth-scanning satellite nicknamed "Lewis" 
that will perform the same function from an or
bit 314 miles high . It will be joined by a space 
partner, "Clark," imaging cities and towns from 
285 miles up. 

In announcing the twin project in June, NASA 
Administrator Daniel Goldin said the satellites 
will be named Lewis and Clark "because they 
are blazing new trails." 

The Lewis satellite "is designed to tell us 
whether it's looking at a sugar maple or an elm, 
and whether the tree is diseased or healthy," said 
Goldin. "It will tell farmers when pests are in
vading their crops, monitor Superfund cleanup 
sites from space, track coastal erosion and help 
high-tech prospectors search for minerals world
wide." 

The Clark spacecraft, said the NASA chief, 
is intended "to locate utility pipelines and cables 

NOTICE OF MUSTER 
(Continued from page 3) 

the Missouri River on the larboard 
shore. At this location, to be re
ferred to in journal entries and the 
Orderly Book as Camp Wood 
River North (Riviere du Bois du 
Nord), a School the Soldier will 
be held to instill in the troops the 
proper martial spirit and to in
struct them in the skills required 
of a soldier of the Army of these 
United States. The Instructions for 
the Recruit will be given; the 
Manual Exercise for the Ranks 
will be performed; Additional 
Movements of the Firelock will be 
detailed. Instruction in marching 
and the Exercise of the Company 
will be given. Instruction in proper 

from the sky, help city planners evaluate their 
transportation needs and problems, and help 
developers and contractors assess construction 
sites." 

Goldin said the new satellites will observe 
the earth's surface in several wavelengths, pro
viding data "far more cost-effectively and effi
ciently than traditional methods can do the job." 

"'fraditional methods" of the 1804-1806 Lewis 
and Clark expedition to the Pacific involved eye
ball observations of the landscape at ground level, 
conveyed in pen-and-ink reports to scientists back 
home. It cost the government a reputed $38, 722 
to finance the expedition, which also included 
low-tech trade discussion with western native 
tribes. 

TRW, Inc. will make the new Lewis satellite 
for an estimated $59 million, NASA said. The 
Clark satellite, to be built by a Maryland com
pany named CTA, will cost $49 million. 

Those prices are light-years higher than the 
original Lewis and Clark bankroll, but the space 
agency claims the new spacecraft will be smaller 
and cheaper than earlier models of earth-scan
ning satellites. 

military castramentation will be 
given. According to a communi
que from Gen'l Henry Dearborn, 
Sec'y for War, a visiting officer 
from a European army may ar
rive in this area to inspect, ob
serve, and offer instruction. 

All are encouraged to come prepared to stay 
overnight. Ft. Atkinson SHP Superintendent John 
Slader has made two rooms in the West Barracks 
available to us for overnight accommodations; this 
means eight beds with mattresses, rooms which 
can be effectively heated, easy access to the pa
rade ground, and a plethora of other as-yet unre
alized benefits. The muster will give all an op
portunity to break in new equipment and cloth
ing, try out various skills and interpretive strate
gies, and assess needs for clothing, equipment, 
and training. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 2) 

The vital work of the foundation is con 
ducted by these people; without their ef
forts, very little would be accomplished in 
the months between the annual meetings of 
the foundation. Several important changes 
in committee names and goals were approved 
by the board of directors at the annual meet
ing in Missoula. Of special significance is 
the new Education Committee, which will 
work to broaden the ways in which we tell 
the story of the expedition both to adults 
and to children. A second important change 
is the new focus of the Chapter Formation 
and Liaison Committee. This group will work 
not only to create new chapters of the foun
dation but also to maintain communication 
between the chapters and the foundation. 
In order to keep you informed of the work 
of the committees and the activities of the 
nine chapters, I have asked the Publication 
Committee to arrange for the regular publi
cation in these pages of short articles de
scribing committee functions and chapter 
activities. ' 

Recently the foundation and the National 
Park Service signed a cooperative agreement 
that formalizes our joint commitment to pro
tect the Lewis and Clark 'Irail and to inform 
the public of the contributions of the Corps 
of Discovery. The agreement specifies that 
the National Park Service will provide fund
ing to the foundation to help us carry out 
our trail-related activities, especially the 
work of the National Lewis and Clark 'Irail 
Coordination Committee chaired by Bob 
Doerle The funds will permit us to employ 
a part-time executive director to work to
ward the joint goals of the foundation and 
NPS. We hope that the executive director 
will be at work before the end of 1995. More 
news on this important development will 
follow in subsequent issues. 

Finally, a word about foundation fi
nances. At the meeting of the board of di
rectors in Missoula, we discussed the fact 
that the cost per member to publish We Pro
ceeded On and to maintain membership 

records is $25.44, whereas the dues revenue 
per member is only $21.82. Income from 
investments and from donations makes up 
the difference. (Note that other expenses of 
operating the foundation are not included 
in the cost per member figure.) Because of 
the anticipated increase in postal rates in 
1995, the imbalance between total cost per 
member and income per member will in
crease. In order to raise revenues but keep 
the cost of membership for individuals and 
families low, the board of directors voted to 
increase the dues for higher membership 
levels (Sustaining and Contributing) and to 
create three new categories of membership 
at higher levels of giving (Patron, Grantor, 
and Benefactor). The dues levels are listed 
on the inside of the front cover. In order to 
keep the foundation on sound financial 
ground and to maintain the dues levels for 
individuals and families, the Board of Di
rectors asks that you strongly consider re
newing your membership at a higher level 
for 1995. Planned Giving Committee Chair
man Ed Wang will discuss this matter at 
greater length in this issue. 

I offer my best wishes for a successful 
year in carrying out the goals of the founda
tion. 

HIGH TECH 
(Continued from page 13) 

media designers, with the cooperation of the Cen 
er for the Rocky Mountain West (University oJ 

Montana), the Center for Great Plains Studie~ 
University of Nebraska), and the Center for Co 

[umbia River History. Historian Harry Fritz wil 
pe the principal narrator. It is expected that Dis 
~overing Lewis and Clark will be completed b) 
he spring of 1998. 

WANTED: Scriver bronze of Lewis and his 
dog Scannon. We have a request on file. 
Contact Don Nell, Lewis & Clark 'Irail Heri
tage Foundation, Box 577, Bozeman, MT 
59715. 
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Monsieur President {Jefferson] 
... I learned from your letter that you are going 

to have the sources of the Missouri explored, 
and to seek a river which, at its source, is near 
to the source of the Missouri, and bears its 
waters to the great northern ocean .... If your 
nation could establish an easy communication 
route by river, canal and short portages be
tween New Yorck, for example, and the town 
which would be built at the mouth of the 
Columbip, what a route that would be for trade 
from Europe, from Asia, and from America, 
whose northern products would arrive at this 
route by the Great Lakes and the upper Missis
sippi, while the ~outhern products of the New 
World would arrive there by the lower Missis
sippi and by the Rio Norte of New Mexico, the 
source of which is near the 40th parallel! What 
greater means to civilization than these new 
communication routes! ... 

Paris, 23 floreal, year 11-13 May 1803. 
> 

B.G.E.C.Lacepede 
[French naturalist] 


