



















































































BLM Purchases Historical Pompeys Pillar
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POMPEYS PILLAR (*‘POMPY’S TOWER"'): “Arrived at a remarkable rock in an extensive bottom on the Star? Side of the
[Yellowstone] River & 250 paces from it. this rock I ascended and from its top had a most extensive view in every direction.
This rock which I shall call Pompy's Tower [after the nickname Clark had given Sacagawea's child] is 200 feet high and 400
paces in sercumpherence and only axcessable on one side which is the N.E. the other parts of it being a perpendicular clift
of lightish coloured gritty rock ... the natives have ingraved on the face of this rock the figures of animals & near which I marked

my name the day of the month & year.”

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Director Cy
Jamison recently announced that the BLM has
purchased Pompeys Pillar, a 366-acre Montana site
that shows the only remaining physical evidence
of the 1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition.

The Lewis and Clark Expedition explored and
helped map the western United States. Captain
William Clark, with 11 men, Shoshone-Indian in-
terpreter Sacajawea and her son, stopped near a
200-foot rock outcropping on the return journey.
On July 25, 1806, Clark named it ‘“Pomp’s
Tower”" and carved his signature into the rock.
Historians changed the name, but Clark’s
signature remains today.

““This acquisition is a winner for the BLM, for
Billings, Yellowstone County, Montana and for the
American public,”” Jamison said. ‘““The site in-
cludes major cultural and historical values,
Yellowstone River frontage, bald eagle roosting
habitat, and areas suitable for recreational develop-
ment.”” Jamison credited the successful acquisi-
tion to the support of Senators Baucus and Burns
and Representative Marlenee.

Jamison has been negotiating with the private
owner of Pompeys Pillar, John Foote, for some time
to have this landmark owned by the public. The
acquisition has received tremendous local support.
In 1989, the Committee for the Preservation of
Pompeys Pillar was established to ensure the pro-

William Clark’s Journal, July 25, 1806

tection, preservation, use, interpretation and en-
joyment of the site by the public. In 1990, the com-
mittee was among the top winners of the national
Take Pride in America Awards for the outstanding
stewardship projects involving the nation’s lands
and resources. The committee’s efforts brought the
value of Pompeys Pillar to BLM’s attention and
helped gain support for public ownership.

Jamison said, ‘“This is a great accomplishment
for BLM and Montana. Now that we have acquired
Pompeys Pillar, we can begin planning for future
developments and move ahead rapidly.”” Im-
mediate plans for the Pillar include making
appropriate site preparations and taking necessary
safety precautions that will enable the BLM to
open it to the public this spring. A team will be
established to plan for the long-term management
and development of the site. The plans will incor-
porate and encourage public involvement.

Also included in the acquisition is the donation
by the Foote family of eight original Ralston art-
works of Pompeys Pillar, an almost complete set
of all the books written about Lewis and Clark,
some dating from 1814, and numerous antiques
relating to the development of the West. The
appraised value of all these items is $167,000.

Pompeys Pillar and the surrounding land, purch-
ased by the BLM for $879,621, is located 28 miles
east of Billings.
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Nebraska City Site is Chosen
for Lewis and Clark Center

The National Park Service has chosen a site near
Nebraska City, Nebraska for the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail Interpretive Center.

The center, with outdoor exhibits, a lobby staff-
ed year round, exhibit area, tourist information,
publication sales and auditorium, will be con-
structed on the south side of Nebraska 2 overlook-
ing the Missouri River.

The site selection concludes a two-year study by
the National Park Service. The Nebraska City site
was strongly opposed by representatives from
Omaha, who wanted the center located at Fort
Atkinson Historical Park.

Don Castleberry, director of the Midwest Region
of the National Park Service, said the primary
reason for choosing the site was its accessibility,
its excellent view of the Missouri River route of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and the desire
not to duplicate efforts to interpret the Lewis and
Clark Trail like those at Fort Atkinson and the pro-
posed Western Historic Trails Center in Council
Bluffs, Iowa.

The site may incorporate components from com-
peting plans for both the visitor center and access,
depending on the amount of funds allocated,
Castleberry said.

Site development includes a trail with kiosk at
an overlook, a trail to the river, living-history areas
near the center and by the riverside, picnic sites,
roads and parking.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Carol MacGregor Deserves
a Pat on the Back

Idaho Statesman, October 22, 1991

LCTHF member Carol MacGregor, Boise, receiv-
ed the Joel E. Ferris History Award for the best
manuscript written on Inland Empire history by
the Washington State Historical Society’s History
Committee for 1991. Her book, ‘“The Journal of
Patrick Gass, Member of the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition,” was chosen for the $500 stipend for
research and writing of a topic significant to history
of a region. '

NOW AVAILABLE IN
HARDBOUND AND PAPERBACK

““ONLY ONE MAN DIED’’:

THE MEDICAL ASPECTS OF THE

LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
By E.G. Chuinard, M.D.

The third printing of “ONLY ONE MAN
DIED’’: The Medical Aspects of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition by E.G. Chuinard,
M.D., is now available in hardbound at
$29.95, or paperback at $18.95.

“ONLY ONE MAN DIED” provides insight
into the medical practices and theories at the
time of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. It
gives an account of the medical care given by
Lewis and Clark to their party, as well as the
medical help they gave to the Indians along
their route.

The third printing has been done in a large,
easy-to-read typeface by Ye Galleon Press,
Fairfield, Washington. However, this printing
is very limited—only 300 hardbound and 700
paperbound copies.

The recent printing was prompted by a
survey of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation membership, which revealed a
high demand for the book.

To be sure that you receive your copy, clip
the coupon below and mail it immediately
with your payment.

YE GALLEON PRESS
BOX 287 * FAIRFIELD, WA 99012

Please ship me

copies (hardbound) @ $29.95 ea. §

copies (paperbound) @ $18.95 ea. $

of ““ONLY ONE MAN DIED’: The Medical
Aspects of the Lewis and Clark Expedition by
Dr. E.G. Chuinard.

Enclosed is my payment of &
Washington residenis please add 7% sales tax.

NAME

(Please Print)
ADDRESS
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(continued from page 2)

at Dillon, Montana. The growth of our foun-
dation depends on the formation of these
local entities whose purpose is the same as
our nationally stated objective and who
engage in various local activities to create in-
terest in and knowledge of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. I have just received the
newsletter that Gene Swanzy, president of the
Traveler’s Rest entity has written and the ac-
tivities being planned there are very exciting.
I am sure many locals will want to ‘“‘climb
on the bandwagon’’—so to speak—and join
the Foundation. When I read of some of our
chapter activities I almost wish I lived in that
area to take part in the excitement!

Elsewhere you will read that Barbara
Kubik, our secretary, and Bob Doerk, NPS
Lewis and Clark Trail Coordinator, attended
the second annual NPS National Trails Con-
ference on November 14-17.

Out of this conference a Committee of 17
was formed. I am happy to report that our
Board approved Bob Doerk becoming a
member of this committee to represent our
Foundation. The committee represents the 17
historic trails and scenic trails and is geared
to get congressional appropriations for 16 of
these trails. In unity there is STRENGTH and
I applaud our Board for approval of this giant
step forward!

More good news is in this issue—that is the
information about our planned annual
meeting in Vancouver, Washington. Martin
Plamondon II and his committee are “‘set to
go’’ and 1 am looking forward to that
meeting—there is so much about the Lewis
and Clark Expedition out there that we have
yet to see.

More good news—Don Nell has completed
the slide library of 1057 slides which will be
stored at the Russell Museum with our ar-
chives. Our funding for the Interpretive
Centers at Great Falls and at Wood River is
on the front burner for the next session of
Congress—we thank our local, state and
federal people for their perseverance in our
behalf. This is the second time [ have said

local, state and federal combined action is
necessary to get our job done. Another reason
for more local entities and working up a
“‘ground swell’’ at the grass roots level. Bob
Doerk and his NPS Trails coordinators will
need all the local help we can muster to get
the tremendous job of inventorying Lewis and
Clark Sites across the country—which we
hope to have completed by the Bicentennial.

Guess what? Bob has people VOLUN-
TEERING to work on this committee because
it is a very exciting project. With all this good
news it seems unnecessary to wish all of our
members a most happy and healthy and ex-
citing new year, but 1 do send my best wishes
to you all.

Morning of Discovery
Lewis and Clark Festival
COMMEMORATIVE PRINT

__ Artist Proofs x $39.95 = §
— Lithographs X 2995 = &
— Double Mats x 10.00 = §
Custom Mats x 500=8
_ Triple Mats x 500 =%
Suedes x 500=8

FRAMES: 16" x 20" —Glass
Solid wood, walnut stain

1% x $20.00 = %
3" Light or dark oak X 25.00 = 8
14" x $30.00 = $
2" x 35.00 = §
__ Pencil Remarques x 10.00 = §
___ Shrink Wrap x 200 =8
Foam Core x 150 = §
Eyelets/Wire x 200 =3§
TO ALL ORDER TOTALS, ADD TOTAL = &

4% SALES TAX PLUS $3.00
SHIPPING AND HANDLING $

Mats offered in shades of blue, tan, gray, rust, brown and
burlap.

Name

Address

Phone

Morning of Discovery
Make checks payable to:
SPELTZ STUDIO OF WILDLIFE
Box 391
Armstrong, IA 50514
(712) 864-3001
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a foggy morning ... we Saw a high round mountain on the Lard Side which
we expect is the Same we Saw abe the great falls and the Same that Lieut
Hood gave an account off (it is nearly cov? with Snow) ... towards even-
ing we met Several Indians in a canoe who were going up the River. they
Signed to us that in two Sleeps we Should See the Ocean vessels and white

people ...
Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse/Sunday 3rd Nov 1805




