Meriwether Lewis @ the Ohio

The extension of the Lewis and Clark Trail from St. Louis all the way to.Pittsburgh is.ani/invitation for a
us:to reboatur understanding of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The late Stephen Ambrose deserves
credit for giving ample space @hilbeRiver portiofi ihe transcontinental jourméyndaunt€iburage

andor penning a sentence that hasuskerepnoduced in Lewis and Clark literature, especially by those
wh o' wiis h . towbring great-er: . prhakandsetmedeawisanol Clarh e E
Expedi.ti on began. 6

In most editions of the jourtiEsexpeditioregins at St.. Charles, Missouri;.on May:14}1804. This is

tor weofovoBewrinarid De Vi dhedaursalsiofréwis arel Gkl ai Ithéelt 9 5C30 ueedsi s
History of thelis and Clark Expéditiédh 93 ) 1, |- JThehlourn@ssok LewisealBc#& dnd

Friank  BeJowrals d sewis a(®8®\& t ... Char l.es itsc.alisio, -t he st
onevolume!digesthe Lewis and Clark Journals: An American ERROG) aschbivisrynore recent
narrativeThe Lewis and Clpekliign: Day by (R@¥8).

Historians have been more willimgeditors (who are always fighting pagm®ldisgtings the Ohio

River journegs part of their. oagching narrative of the expedition. Most historians,see the Ohio
segmerds a kind of shakedown cruise for.what was to follow in the sptivgrofid&dig of the

watercraft, the historic meeting of the saptihia Falls of the Ohigpitkléminargathering of the

crew & mustering ritual in the mannieefim TheDirty: Dozgmasteringaggage distribution.in the

boats, amgcognizintpe unwieldiness of the keelBaaRussell Cutright includes,a chapter entitled
oPot omaic .t o Wo o d  LRwissaad Chark:iPoneéringsNad@@hsts Daved 3. tPack
inncloudes vone centii toleOdReh i Me Attgmpt Wilsleiness Nedicifmeen th® beiwie
and Clark Exped@iod2)D.a v i d! s Lav.ender i ncl udeesVaaio tkeMaegietne r ¢
Sea: Lewis dak@cross the Col(1i988].

The Ohio segment takesdedachportanbecause it is our introductitimetanercurial and fascinating
commander of the expedikterjwether Lewis. Lewis was almost entirely silent duringltiedirst ful
of travel, May Hctober 26, 1804. The narrative of theddeagnt of the jouineSt. Charles to the
Mandan villagiebelongs entirely to' William 'Glakthe lesserrjoal keeperkbelieve our
understanding of the Lewis and Clark story would be significantly different had Lewis been writing at h
full poweday by day: for those 165mapd4When Lewisasnritingi when the switelaom he
waswithout question the most articulate; insightiog, meftectivggeopolitical, philosophiaat]
observant of the journal kedpentsinately, evget to know Lewis pretty well on'the/Ohio descent,
because he'is the only voice we have, and becaugedrkimdsat appear to be waprexercises
foran.aspirirgnlightenment exploreo.get a full picturel of Lewis onthe @ieastern journal must
be read in close proximity thigletterd_ewis wrote to President Jefferson during the safdalperiod

1 Ambrose 117.



4-December, 1803) andhe one that he wrote to William Qlagkw.i s wr-ot-e 1ito- Jeffer
Fery onJuly 8; from Pittsburgh.on July 15 and again on! July 22 arfepigniter 8 from
WheelingpnSeptember 13 from Mariattdpn October 3, from Cincinnati.

We learn in.the letters.from Rittsburgh that Lewis was by no:means sure! that William Clark would join |
as phios: 10 p a rinfatehe seéms to thavesticooght €lari woald not beHeditableot yet

received a reply todgautifudune 19 lettef invitatioto ClarkMeanwhile, as backupMoses

Hookeh.a.d - agrieed 't o jooi -niLewisiontthe expedition
response did not arrive before Lewis left Pittsburgh.ibediok® s g u.a | Prdsidentat i ons
Jefferson in his letted af Iy 2.6, w.and.is.ang hi:s. . pr. a iassisted by hinl mi ¢
in the execution of the objecty mhissj@s | could wish,.or.would be, by any other officer in the

A r..myewis wanted to make sure th®¥yartment (and Jefferson) would appiookéfs

participation apdocesthe attendant paperwork; knowing tflawis)ould be harder to reach by

letter or dispatch once he embarked on the shallow and evaporating Ohio River. He even developed a
for Hookeo catch up with -him at the:mouth of the Missoan overland hors&iridéhe

paperwork did not arrive before Lainisepkeelboat in the river.

For.tiunat.ed iy, «a - welek: 1l at ermyfriere Waoinswithryeuchand &Hleedrt Cl a
Think.about it: We may be indebted, to the procrastinations of the drunkenboat maker of Pittsburgh for
WillolciviamoCliar ko spat ticiopat leainandoaokeExpaditionfthet her wi
boat had been ready on ¢jive@, L e wi.s:0 s characteriostinc migmpati en
well' have namiddokehis subordinate partner.in.discovery, because he could not afford to embark on th
great journey without selecting a 'second.in.command.

Once he had heard from Clark, Lewis expressed joy and relief that his old friatydeuotlidmiot o

what: Cl.ar ki.cal:l ed  a  0v absttoinfoHlze duradian ofshe adwvedturd. a t i g
Lewishad:  been! so  eager . dofeeredhencthe omionGflaccompangngp a r
the exploring paggrt way and then turning back.

Now that'the leaderdbgwas in place, Lewis was mostly.concerned that he and Clark recruit the right
sofrt.of memn f.or  tilwe odreegw.otdlatamopl dhaasvred Nn®tL eawd
young gentlemen you mention, we must set our faces against all such applications and get rid of them

best «termsi i we «canu, ThaWhatwildwino twamtsevde rwauro gc
healthy, unmarried mecuatomed to the woods, and capable of bearing bodily fatigue in a pretty
consi dereNol @gedddreene.n®d s sons; . nodindilvi dual s w

substantial pain.-Lewis also informed Clark that he was trying to secure the services.of an interpreter r
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JohrConner, who hado f 'f.er e.d . hi ms.el f. 7Léwsarnd€E€anheewere unalde tca c ¢ o n
connect:and he did not join.the expedition at Kaskaskia or Fort Masspedadselawitin
September 28, Lewiis rieportedi itthat i . Conner oOhas
rregrets the | oss. 0

Finally, on. September 8, Lewis was able to write to President Jefferson feiwdlseatoad.
Wheelig, [West] Virginiayh'i c h. . h.ad ~been founded: imn. 1770, fou
Lewiis.explains  thei ounpar dona bdelays,and thd diffigutiesc e 6
of navigating eweiththe current in low water. Five days later, at Marietta, Lewis wrote a short note to
Jef freriscon. . priovidiing. furtiher details.,about the

ml
son adn

private secretary and aide de camp from April 1, 1801, until July 5, 1803. In addition to listening to
Jeffersonds vision of the Amer i canprindipaiver and h
arteries, to Jeffersonds e mmategringQapouthonetokeepthes | n
Mi ssi ssippi Ri ver open to American commerce,
trade away from Great Britain, Lewis undoubtedly heard Jefferson and Madison discuss politics before
during,andefr Jef fersonds famous casual dinner part
and Congressional liaison for Jef@aneenlefferson refused to deliver annual messages in person, this
meant that Lewis carried those i mpbehadant docu
accompanied Jeffersonds daughters from the ne
in the Executive Mansaomd taken them shopping, such as it was, in the District oHE bladhbia

handled some of the delicate and potertiglly o si ve negotiations with t
Callendar, who was blackmailing Jefferson over the Sally Hemings relationshipt Bytttoe time he
the West, Lewis knew Jeffersonds public and p
Jeffersonds best friend James Madison, who wo
of the Sage of Monticello.

Lewis must have believed the Jefferson administration was neotteavilimefadt, it was. Lewis was

a long way from the capital, but he was still eager to protect his patron Jefferson in any way he could.
Accordinglyt #éhe end of his long field report on mamnegtabBig Bone Lick, Kentucky, Lewis got
ahead of hi s s kisshasaimencedearlyer tBan sissidl, and asdrém aGarietgaf e
incidental circumstances my progess has been unexpectedly delayed, and feeling as | do in the most
manner a wish to keep them in a good humour on the subject of the expedioioengageh |

have concluded to make a tour this winter on horseback of some hundred miles through the most
interesting portion of the country adjoining my winter establishment; perhaps it may be up the Canceze
River and towards Santafee, at allevenisit bee on the south side of
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