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Cattails along the Shields River
 
Kenneth Younger’s charming photo of cattails along the Shields River, a
Montana stream named after the expedition’s gunsmith, John Shields, is an
excellent representation of a plant setting that would have caught the eye of
Meriwether Lewis.
 
Lewis was a botanist in spirit and practicality. He learned the importance of
plants from his herbalist mother, and, like Thomas Jefferson, he was
particularly interested in medicinal and economically valuable plants. Even on
the expedition’s toughest days, Lewis found time to observe plants. The
expedition recorded 240 plant species, 178 of which were new to Western
science. Discover more about Lewis as a botanist.
 
Kenneth’s beautiful photo was one of 14 selected for the 2026 LCTA calendar.
The photos were submitted during our annual photo contest. Our supply of

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1110675264919/5e62bf8c-e0ab-4049-b9e6-34ea1f3a9621
https://lewis-clark.org/members/john-shields/
https://lewis-clark.org/sciences/plants/lewis-as-botanist/
https://xmfpwmkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bxwZyIMka6ywkprujfOA_PI7cSv9-L9jB7dPKIGNOGO8IUBn4L1hGPAOKg63beyo6xPSdeYOkjZQmk45QLgrnakxlhNMpppvzoeVGzLYtEPTfl25-bENsMPsZsmnq7qKTR3fU_OpNuBW6kfVxMnBQxj2bbmXepxEQSz6x5XmBZQGfUab2oXIaQ==&c=w9Li_Whi3IEbJp22DIRGgDx2iP4sgF5_NgvUgfdW5lX_tg6HVW3RLQ==&ch=_61UzjwfQj6D2zSGjMNX6L8m61BxyHdNXN4motHAjbSz969bSse0ug==


calendars is dwindling. These make wonderful gifts for the start of the new
year and are available for $20 as a fundraiser for LCTA programs. 

﻿Order yours now.

LCTA Grants
 
The Lewis & Clark Trail Alliance annually provides grants to organizations that need
assistance on projects that tell the story of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. For
2026, 17 organizations received a total of $94,415 in grant funding. We’re profiling
two grant recipients in this and upcoming newsletters.

 
Gathering at Tmsmɫl̓

Travelers’ Rest Connection, which
supports Travelers’ Rest State
Park near Missoula, Montana,
received $8,000 to help fund and
expand its annual Gathering at
Tmsmɫl̓ . Started in 2024, the two-
day event celebrates Indigenous
art and culture. It’s held at
Travelers’ Rest State Park, an
area historically called “Tmsmɫl̓ ”
(“No Salmon”) by the local Séliš people.
 
The popular event expanded in 2025 to include a day of activities for 300 local
schoolchildren. Education stations are run by the park’s staff members and
volunteers, the Séliš-QỈispé Culture Committee and Séliš language interns from the
Flathead Reservation. The plan for next year’s event is to increase student
attendance and add programming to attract a broader audience.
 

Learn about the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s time at Travelers’ Rest

Montana’s Historic Signs
 
The vagaries of weather—wind, rain, snow, sun
—and, unfortunately, vandalism can, over time,
damage one of the more important methods for
telling the expedition’s story—interpretive
signage. Signage in roadway pull-offs, parks,
community centers, and elsewhere must be
reviewed periodically to determine whether
signs require repair, replacement, or updating
to reflect newly available information.

 
The LCTA Portage Route Chapter in Great Falls, Montana, received $2,200 in LCTA
grant funding to hire a company to inspect and assess the condition of
approximately 95 interpretive panel signs in central Montana. The assessment will
focus on the condition of the signs and identify which organizations own them. This

https://xmfpwmkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m5SFDwh1q5o6r1GVdTMMJj6s5LMgKKHurLP8o1s0woOe9jT6PIJq2RyZ4wll5DtWtwuImovbbrjRdkiyYn7QDP5cYPox4bz0RmOJiaZ-kUiPKdRtcLni96ByDuQbBmXFzvvHxIlSYz_7dy18YD7Hw60KPpasriXlcHhlWDc4IBSNlY5ZrUYlMqojfMeaNFrl1vgBM2Wb3CDI7BIwBrXskY0sMKznxilSE5XNv36J2NvYRqxR9hQ3hg==&c=Yp3XbY83Ptujs2B5S2Jl3QrUNF3m3EyqHF37dbHazv864KeGCAXw3A==&ch=VSTGiPHU9Zrr_t5GBWS8loTZmfI6PseJR7yi-2I0CLE8S9s6JsCdKw==
https://lewis-clark.org/?s=Travelers%27+Rest


ownership research will be conducted to identify owners and request sign
replacements. Some signs have not been replaced or updated in the last 20 years.
 

Find out about the expedition’s time in Montana
 

Winter Storytelling
For nearly two decades, Winter Storytelling at Travelers’ Rest has been a seasonal
celebration of the Séliš tradition of sharing stories during the cold winter months.
Each Saturday from January 4 through March 8, gather at the Travelers’ Rest State
Park Visitor Center – and on Zoom – at 11 a.m. to hear stories from elders, authors,
historians, and naturalists.

Admission to Winter Storytelling is $5 per person; free for members of Travelers’
Rest Connection.

Storytellers

Lucy Vanderburg Tim Ryan Ramona Holt

 

Day by Day Radio Episodes

https://lewis-clark.org/?s=Montana
https://travelersrest.org/events/winter-storytelling/


December 27, 1804

Smithing Iron
Several Indians here to Day, much Surprised at the Bellos & method of
makeing Sundery articles of Iron

—William Clark

The blacksmiths were John Shields, Alexander Willard, and William Bratton.

Listen to the full library of Day by Day broadcasts

Originally aired by Yellowstone Public Radio during the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial observance in 2004-2006, these 627 radio

episodes parallel the expedition dates starting May 14, 1804, and ending September 25, 1806. They are narrated by Hal Hansen,

scripted by Whit Hansen and Ed Jacobson, and produced by Leni Holliman. 

 

https://lewis-clark.org/day-by-day/27-dec-1804/
https://lewis-clark.org/members/william-clark/
https://lewis-clark.org/members/john-shields/
https://lewis-clark.org/members/alexander-willard/
https://lewis-clark.org/members/william-bratton/
https://lewis-clark.org/day-by-day/ypr/
https://www.ypradio.org/


The Future is Here

The Lewis & Clark Trail Alliance Virtual Reality app is now available for
download from the Meta Horizon store. Thanks to our partnership with
Shenandoah Center for Immersive Learning, you can experience the inside of
an earth lodge, winter at Fort Mandan, and stand inside the cabin of a
keelboat barge. Share the news widely!

Meta Store

 

https://www.su.edu/scil/projects/lewis-and-clark-vr/
https://www.meta.com/experiences/lewis-and-clark-vr/24557689747257579/


Lewis County Library
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https://www.lewisandclark.travel/all-events/
https://lewisandclark.org/memberships/
https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx?name=lewisandclark&id=71


 
 

Play Lewis & Clark Trivia
The new year was greeted on Jan. 1, 1804,
with an inch of snow at Camp River Dubois,
the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s winter
encampment near the confluence of the
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. Several
local men visited the camp to trade goods
and participate in a contest. William Clark put up one dollar as the award for
whoever won the contest—that’s about $27 in terms of the value of today’s dollar.
 
Our trivia question: What kind of contest was it?
 

Submit your answer
 
The winner of this trivia contest will receive Sacagawea’s Child: The Life and Times
of Jean-Baptiste (Pomp) Charbonneau by Susan M. Colby. The 200-page book
explores how Jean-Baptiste, during his 61 years, integrated into his own life the
voyageur lifestyle of his father (Toussaint Charbonneau), the Native American
heritage of his mother (Sacagawea) and the Jeffersonian tradition of his guardian
(William Clark).
 
Nine people submitted a correct answer to the question in our last newsletter: What
gift did Sacagawea give to Clark on Dec. 25, 1805? The answer: weasel tails. When
more than one person submits the correct answer, a drawing is done to determine
the winner. David Brinkley was the winner. He will receive a book about Lewis and
Clark

 

Missouri National Recreational River

National Park Trust and the National Park Service (NPS) have announced the
successful acquisition of a 676-acre property on James River Island within the
Missouri National Recreational River near Yankton, South Dakota. As the largest
privately held tract on the 730-acre island, this acquisition is a landmark

https://lewis-clark.org/day-by-day/1-jan-1804/
https://xmfpwmkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ikrMOrLvtJ3s9zFnmxQr_Tgi7AmomRKxceEDP_54plZoA9nFUnvRus713FLa4j091n8qK92Kfon-dt9N01wC0XsBvtioc_cBotv0S6W3dxSPVBeAvYzO9FBaGaQan8UPS6M0b0V8HZ1tZTY0rQR8hLnxaXiMFP_JWQr3c_asYnBGBQCXFgpEUg==&c=XOaxJAS9DfcYKmBZHrlRI8q_00SJ2dwHLGu4M56KKCReRHyXbt8ZTA==&ch=1HrCaXz3Wfv3PyUrZhtn_-wKsKi9nfWFUQqgBx-18JndHD2Dvu52RQ==


achievement, safeguarding irreplaceable natural habitats, preserving a historically
significant landscape, and increasing public access while dramatically expanding
the acreage managed by the park.

This acquisition by NPS was made possible using $1.6 million from the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which is permanently authorized at $900 million
per year under the 2020 Great American Outdoors Act. LWCF protects public lands
managed by federal, state, and local governments across the United States.

The island and surrounding area also hold significant historical importance, having
served as a campsite for the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery in 1804 and 1806.
Preserving this land ensures that the stories of these explorers and their journey
along the Missouri River remain connected to the landscapes they traveled.

With the completion of this acquisition, the Missouri National Recreational River
(MNRR) strengthens its role as a protected space where nature and history are
honored. It offers visitors an unparalleled opportunity to explore and connect with
one of South Dakota’s most ecologically and historically significant landscapes.

National Park Service MNRR

Words of the
Expedition

The Journals of Lewis and
Clark contain a language that
feels raw, immediate, and
strangely poetic. The spelling is
eccentric, the phrasing
inventive, and the tone often
somewhere between military
dispatch and wonder-filled
diary.

 

﻿

Punchins—now, there’s a wiggling word used in the journals. It’s still in use today,
although in different contexts and commonly spelled as “puncheons.” It’s a good
example of the evolution of words.
 
The word “punchins” was used during the explorers’ construction of their winter
encampments and for repair work on boats. The explorers felled trees and then split
them to make “punchins”—rough boards used as floorboards or roof shingles. It
could be, however, that the expedition’s journal writers unknowingly misspelled the
word “puncheons” because the spoken word sounds like “punchins.”
 
Whatever the spelling, the word originated in the mid-14th century and denoted the
process of punching holes, making dies for coins or casting printers’ ink. But, more
than three centuries later, for Patrick Gass, carpenter-in-charge for building Camp
River Dubois, Fort Mandan, and Fort Clatsop, the term meant rough boards
produced by splitting logs. In carpentry work today, the word is still sometimes used.
More often, today’s “puncheon” refers to large casks that hold whiskey or other
spirits.

https://www.nps.gov/mnrr/index.htm
https://lewis-clark.org/members/patrick-gass/


 
Regardless of the spelling, making “punchins” was not easy, as pointed out in
William Clark’s Dec. 21, 1805, journal entry about the construction of Fort Clatsop:
 
“…we Continued at the Cabins dobbing & Shinking of them, fall Several trees which
would not Split into punchins..
 

Listen to the Lewis and Clark Day by Day radio broadcast for Dec. 21, 1805

 

Ohio River Way + Hipcamp

Communities play a key role in
making the Ohio River Way
accessible for paddlers, cyclists,
and campers—and one of the
biggest needs are places to camp
overnight.

Through Ohio River Way's partnership with Hipcamp, communities can help
close those gaps by encouraging local landowners, residents, farmers,
marinas, and campgrounds to list available sites.

Once a site is listed on Hipcamp, it automatically appears in the Ohio River
Way collection, putting it directly in front of travelers planning multi-day trips.
Just a few local listings can turn your town into an overnight stay that invites
visitors and creates new, low-barrier economic opportunities for your
community.

Share this resource on your community’s website, making it easy for Ohio
River Way travelers to find overnight options as they plan their
adventures. Reach out to jessica@ohioriverway.org for promotional materials.

 

Share the Adventure!
 

Help us expand the community by sharing
the newsletter with your network. Simply
provide this sign-up link to friends, family,
and fellow Trail enthusiasts.

 

 

See all the events on the LCTE Events Calendar

https://lewis-clark.org/the-trail/fort-clatsop/building-fort-clatsop/
https://lewis-clark.org/day-by-day/21-dec-1805/
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https://click.everyaction.com/k/121601396/589982911/-1244447896?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwNDE1OCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI3OWFjMDBjZi1mM2RjLWYwMTEtODE5NC0wMDBkM2ExZWM4YzYiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImRpcmVjdG9yQGxld2lzYW5kY2xhcmsub3JnIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=bEGXT4NEr0qIRAzkpyaClWodmLtcqCAGxu77OrWkhNk=&emci=9839e277-7cdb-f011-8195-000d3a1d58aa&emdi=79ac00cf-f3dc-f011-8194-000d3a1ec8c6&ceid=20006194
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https://lewisandclark.org/news/
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John Maclean
Travelers Rest, MT

January 3

 

﻿Americans
Henderson, KY

January 10 - February 21

 

﻿Big Medicine
Provo, UT
January 22

 

﻿Where on the Trail?

Our newest fun feature invites you to
guess the location along the Trail.
 

Answer
 
﻿This aerial photo was taken by aviator
and photographer Jim Wark, who
began retracing the Lewis and Clark
Trail by air in 1999. Many of his photos
are featured in articles on our
educational website, Discover Lewis &
Clark.

More about Jim and his photos.

 

The Last Word
 
At the Annual Gathering in September, LCTA President Bill Bronson
appointed a task force to consider the future state of LCTA and engage in
long range planning which will posture our organization for success and
growth for the future. Many members who were present volunteered to serve
on one or more of three work groups.

The three areas of focus are Public Engagement, Financial Sustainability,
and Programming. Each work group is meeting by Zoom on a frequent basis
with vigorous participation.
The Public Engagement Work Group is assessing how LCTA is perceived by
its members and the broader communities it serves. This includes evaluating
whether LCTA provides the tools, organizational structure, and systems
necessary for a well-functioning nonprofit, as well as the effectiveness of its
outreach to the general public, special interest groups, libraries, and schools.

The work group will also focus on strengthening and formalizing relationships
with key federal partners (including the National Park Service and other land-

https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/the-art-of-the-angle/
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/americans-2/
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/big-medicine-5/
https://lewis-clark.org/lc-by-air/lemhi-pass-by-air/
https://lewis-clark.org/lc-by-air/jim-wark/


managing agencies) and with state and local organizations such as historical
societies, parks and recreation departments, travel commissions,
genealogical groups, and friends organizations.

The Programming Work Group is identifying opportunities for national and
local initiatives, reviewing LCTA’s print and digital publications, and exploring
whether future “signature” experiences could be developed to generate
increased interest and engagement comparable to the Bicentennial. The
group will also evaluate LCTA’s approach to meetings and gatherings,
including the frequency, cost, and overall value of Annual Gatherings.

The Financial Sustainability Work Group is examining current and potential
revenue streams, including paid memberships, We Proceeded On
subscriptions, endowments, digital advertising, grants, and sponsorships. In
addition, the group will evaluate LCTA’s staffing model and organizational
infrastructure to determine what is required to sustainably support the
organization’s mission in the future.

Priority # 1 is our current membership. We invite, and truly need, your input.
Just after we turn our calendars to 2026, you will receive a survey. We
promise to make it short, to the point, and easy to reply. Your voice really
matters, and we need to hear from you. Please do take five or ten minutes to
give us your feedback.

Pat Traffas
Vice President, LCTA

 

Our Generous Sponsors

 

Our Network of Online Resources

﻿TRAVEL ALLIANCE EDUCATION

 
 

lewisandclark.org
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