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Starving "America's best idea"

Amid today’s polarized politics and economic uncertainty, a quiet crisis is unfolding
in America’s most sacred spaces: the chronic defunding of the National Park
Service. Once hailed as “America’s best idea,” our parks are now being starved of
the resources needed to protect our shared natural and cultural heritage. This isn’t
just about closed campgrounds or broken toilets. It’s about the erosion of national
memory, public trust, and environmental stewardship. One of the last truly
democratic institutions is being dismantled—quietly and quickly.

This year alone, parks face up to 30% staffing shortages. Seasonal rangers are
gone. Educational programs cut. Interpretation eliminated. In some places, even
janitorial services have been cancelled. Visitor centers are closing—not for winter,
but for good.

The consequences are far-reaching. Trails go unrepaired, families are turned away,
and stories—especially from underrepresented communities—go untold. Local
economies suffer. Civic connection withers.

And this decline isn’t accidental. It’s the result of political neglect and sustained
disinvestment, even as visitation soars and public support remains high.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1110675264919/4a4f3b1d-9e43-4845-acaa-74a797a05985
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/inspiration/around-omaha/
https://www.kentucky.gov/Tourism/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dadavidson.com/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=softerware&nav=4a4f3b1d-9e43-4845-acaa-74a797a05985


This is a call to action. If we want future generations to know these places—and
what they mean—we must act now. Fund the parks. Protect the stories. Preserve
the soul of America.

They are not just where we go to escape. They are where we remember who we
are.

Let’s choose better,

Richard Hunt

 

 

Lewis & Clark Trail Alliance
Annual Gathering

Kansas City, Missouri
September 14 - 17

Register Now

Early Bird Registration Ends July 31st

Discounted hotel rooms are going fast!

Revised Edition

Registration Guide
Now Available
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https://lcthf.regfox.com/2025-annual-gathering
https://publuu.com/flip-book/561309/1922031
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/k12_education/a-good-disney-movie-unfolds-as-children-discover-missouri-river/article_2f6c0553-8a69-4252-a8eb-7bbfdeccedaa.html#tncms-source=featured
https://www.cpr.org/2025/06/12/millions-of-acres-of-public-land-in-colorado-other-western-states-could-be-sold-under-senate-reconciliation-bill/
https://www.cowboysindians.com/2025/06/music-from-the-enchanted-forest/?fbclid=IwQ0xDSwLAFnlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHhT6T_2O4dW3XSrwJ_KYUj9zRJ3SJ8Y29CQZykw3uYb4Tg6Wyy8jyKPcaKEi_aem_N1eXG8cHP3nyb5qqwoje1Q
https://www.nationalparks.org/adventureawaits?utm_source=goparks&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=goparks06-25
https://www.nationalparks.org/adventureawaits?utm_source=goparks&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=goparks06-25
https://files.constantcontact.com/79597699201/90f9f9d7-26cb-47e6-8ce7-74089481fc2b.pdf
https://www.recreation.gov/
https://www.reynoldsamerican.com/santa-fe-foundation/
https://grants.dudleytdoughertyfoundation.org/submit-grant
https://www.cybergrants.com/pls/cybergrants/quiz.display_question?x_gm_id=5440&x_quiz_id=7208&x_order_by=1
https://www.wgpfoundation.org/history/legends-lore/
https://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/funding/tru-vue-conservation-and-exhibition-grants
https://idahohumanities.org/grants/k12grants/
https://www.campbellfamilyfoundation.net/
https://www.leonianfoundation.org/application-information.html
https://lewisandclark.org/grants/
https://lewisandclark.org/travel-magazine/
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/all-events/
https://lewisandclark.org/map-exhibit/
https://lewisandclark.org/memberships/
https://lewisandclark.org/expedition-timeline/
https://lewisandclark.org/tent-of-many-voices/
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Watch
The Mysterious West

Episode 7 from the student team at the
Shenandoah University Center for
Immersive Learning.

The Expedition departs Fort Mandan after
wintering and heads into territory virtually
unkown to Europeans.

Watch
The Great Falls

After weeks of navigating the upper
Missouri, the Corps of Discovery
encounters not only the thundering falls
but a new crisis: Sacagawea falls
seriously ill. In a moment of hope and
mystery, Captain Lewis gives her water
from a nearby source known as Sulphur
Springs—and she makes a remarkable
recovery.

 

https://apple.news/AKerPcZwzTKGzG0ywPsohIg
https://youtu.be/ZiqFXPajkfg
https://youtu.be/9pa4dS-hXIU


Read the AIANTA Cultural Protocol

 

http://www.aianta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/15-Cultural-Protocols-to-Know-Before-You-Go_revised-5.30.25.pdf


Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center
Larsen Park Road, Sioux City, IA

Join us for the premiere of Big Medicine: York Outdoors, a compelling new film that
elevates the story of York, the only Black member of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition.
Despite his significant contributions and perseverance during the grueling three-
year journey, York’s story has been overshadowed in history. As Captain William
Clark’s lifelong servant, he faced the unyielding reality of enslavement while other
expedition members were celebrated and rewarded for their achievements.

A collaboration with NEW Multimedia, Big Medicine:York Outdoors follows a group
of Black adventurers on a transformative four-day river journey along the Upper
Missouri River Breaks National Monument in Montana. This expedition retraces the
path of the original Corps of Discovery while connecting York’s legacy to the joy,
healing, and empowerment that the great outdoors can provide.

 
 

​Attention LCTA Members Big Medicine: York Outdoors

https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/big-medicine-york-outdoors-sioux-city/
https://lewis-clark.org/?s=york


Ballots for the 2026 Board of
Directors and changes to By -
Laws are being mailed this week.
Return your ballot by the postmark
deadline to ensure your vote
counts. Contact Georgia Kline with
any questions.

LCTA is supporting the distribution
of the feature film Big Medicine. If
your organization is interested in
scheduling a free screening -
contact Richard Hunt

 

 
 
 

Sign Up Link

Share the Adventure!

Every week, twenty new viewers subscribe to
The Lewis and Clark Trail News

Help us expand the community by sharing the
newsletter with your network. Simply provide this
sign-up link to friends, family, and fellow Trail
enthusiasts.

    

 

 
National Geographic from 1953

Friend of the Alliance, Camille Bradford
shared this nostalgic glimpse into the past.

A vintage National Geographic article
exploring the Lewis and Clark Trail long
before the region was transformed by
impounded lakes or had received National
Historic Trail status.

We invite you to enjoy this retro journey,
back when road trips featured woody station
wagons instead of Sprinter vans and no
auto-tour signs pointed the way!

View the Magazine

mailto:gkline@lewisandclark.org
mailto:director@lewisandclark.org
https://lewisandclark.org/news
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LCTHF
https://www.instagram.com/lewis_clarkthf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ylq2rQxP193FwVObco2qQ
https://publuu.com/flip-book/561309/1919875


Monument Park, Council Bluffs 1953 Monument Park, Council Bluffs today

 

 

Explore & Preserve the Lolo Trail

Join Our Summer Tour!

The Idaho Chapter of the Lewis & Clark Trail
Alliance invites you to camp along the historic Lolo
Trail and help maintain its interpretive signs this
summer. This self-supported trip (i.e. bring your own
food and gear) includes two weekend outings:

July 11-13 (East Side) – Camp near Powell,
Idaho, exploring Lolo Pass, Snowbank, Bear’s
Oil and Roots Camp, and more.

This trip blends trail preservation with immersive
history, retracing Lewis and Clark’s rugged journey
across the Bitterroot Mountains from Lolo, Montana,
over Lolo Pass to Weippe, Idaho. While inspecting
and repairing interpretive signs, we’ll also explore
some of the most significant Corps of Discovery
sites along the Lolo Trail. Expect rough, dusty roads
—high-clearance vehicles with durable tires are
recommended. LCTA membership is not required to
participate in these outings.

If you are interested in participating, contact Chuck
Raddon, idahoclarkie@gmail.com.

 

 
Upcoming Featured Events on the  LCTE Events Calendar

   

http://idahoclarkie@gmail.com
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/all-events/


Arlee Celebration
Arlee, MT
July 4 - 6

So Hard to Die
Fort Clatsop

July 7

MR 340 Race
Kaw Point - St Charles

July 8 - 11

 

 
Download the APP

Traveling the Trail
this summer?

Take the Lewis and Clark
Trail Experience with you by
downloading our mobile
APP. Scan the QR code
with your mobile device.

 

 
New Trip Inspiration

​Our latest Trip Inspiration comes from
LCTA National Secretary Keith
Bystrom, who shared this route with
the Board of Directors during our
recent visit to Omaha.

This journey highlights the Lewis and
Clark Icon Sculptures—installed during
the Bicentennial celebration—that
mark key points along the Trail from
Bellevue to Fort Calhoun

Read about the original installation of the Icon Exhibits

https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/arlee-celebration/
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/lewis-clark-talks/
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/events/missouri-river-mr340-race/
https://www.lewisandclark.travel/inspiration/around-omaha/
https://publuu.com/flip-book/561309/1910269


 

 

The Last Journey of Meriwether Lewis
Suicide or Murder?
By Clay S. Jenkinson

Here’s what we know. Lewis was appointed governor
of Louisiana Territory on 28 February 1807. He did not
arrive in St. Louis to take up his duties until 8 May
1808. He was in residence in St. Louis for a year and a
half―actually, one year, five months, and twenty-seven
days. By the summer of 1809, his world was beginning
to fall apart. He was by now in an open breach with his
lieutenant, Territorial Secretary Frederick Bates. In fact,
their struggle brought them to the first stage of an affair
of honor that might have led to a duel, if William
Clark had not carefully stalled the process and
ratcheted things down until Lewis was under greater
self-control.

The War Department in faraway Washington, DC, had
begun to refuse to honor some of Governor Lewis’s vouchers, a few of them for
very large sums of money, and the tone of correspondence from functionaries in
the War Department to Lewis had become reproachful. The word had gotten
around the territorial capital that Lewis’s official finances were being challenged at
the highest levels of the United States government.

This had the effect, as Lewis ruefully acknowledged, of causing his personal
creditors to crowd in on him for payment. His personal solvency was in a perilous
state. Rumors had begun to circulate to the effect that Governor Lewis would be
recalled or at least not re-appointed, that the new Madison administration had lost
confidence in him.

https://lewis-clark.org/contributors/clay-s-jenkinson/
https://lewis-clark.org/primary/louisianas-purchase/
https://lewis-clark.org/the-trail/winter-at-st-louis/st-louis/
https://lewis-clark.org/members/william-clark/


Read the full article...

 

 

 
Our Network of Online Resources

​TRAVEL ALLIANCE EDUCATION

  
lewisandclark.org
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