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During this time in history:  June 1805  
 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.) 
 

 
Our comments and journal entries deal with the 
activities of the Lewis and Clark Expedition at the 
confluence of the Missouri and Marias Rivers in 
the state of Montana during the month of June 
1805. 
 
June 2, 1805, Chouteau County, MT, opposite the 
mouth of Marias River, Lewis: “…We came to on 
the Larboard side in a handsome bottom of small 
cottonwood timber opposite to the entrance of a 
very considerable river but it being too late to 
examine these rivers minutely tonight we deter-
mined to remain here until the morning…” 
 
June 3, 1805, Chouteau County, MT, Clark: “…
dispatched a canoe and three men up each river to 
examine and find possible which is the most 
probable branch…as the information given by 
these parties respecting the rivers did not satisfy 
us as to the main and principal branch, Capt. 
Lewis and myself determined to go up each of 
those rivers one day and a half with a view to 
satisfy ourselves which of the two was the princi-
pal stream and best calculated for us to ascend…” 
 
June 4, 1805, Clark: “Capt. Lewis and myself, 
each with a small party of men, set out early…” 
 
June 6, 1805, Lewis: “I now became well con-
vinced that this branch of the Missouri has it’s 
direction to much to the North for our route to the 
Pacific and therefore determined to return the 
next day …we engaged in making two rafts on 
which we proposed descending the river…but 
were soon convinced that this mode of navigation 
was hazardous, particularly with those rafts being 
too small and slender…therefore determined to 
abandon the rafts and return as we had come, by 
land…” 
 
Clark:  “…At 5 o’clock we arrived at our camp 
on the point where I expected to meet Capt. Lew-
is, he did not return this evening…” 
 
June 7, 1805, Clark:  “…Capt. Lewis not returned 
yet…” 
 

(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 

 

“Great joy - we 
are in View  

of the Ocian !” 

 

Our own Laura Labadie, (left) 
Secretary of the Great Lakes Re-
gion, had the photo (above) cho-
sen for the 2023 calendar, put out 
by the L&C Foundation.  Perhaps, 
in spirit, Laura was standing be-
side William Clark as he uttered 
those now famous words. 

Congrats to you Laura,  
from all of your Great Lakes Region friends!! 



2 

scend the Yellowstone River…to the Missouri where, 
should he arrive first, he will wait my arrival. Sgt. Pryor 
with two other men are to proceed with the horses by 
land to the Mandans and thence to the British posts on the 
Assinniboin with a letter to Mr. Heney whom we wish to 
engage to prevail on the Sioux Chiefs to join us and ac-
company us to the seat of our general government… 

Capt. Lewis is in the west end of what now is Ft. Peck 
Lake 

Capt. Clark is in the area of today’s Glendive, MT 

August 1, 1806 

LEWIS - The rain still continuing, I set out early as usual 
and proceeded on at a good rate…at 1 in the evening we 
arrived at a bottom where there were several spacious 
Indian lodges built of sticks and an excellent landing…I 
determined to halt at this place at least for this evening 
and endeavor to dry my skins of the bighorn which had 
every appearance of spoiling…shortly after we landed the 
rain ceased…a white (grizzly) bear came within 50 paces 
of our camp before we perceived it: it stood erect on it’s 
hinder feet and looked at us with much apparent uncon-
cern, we seized our guns which are always by us and sev-
eral of us fired at it and killed it… 

CLARK – We set out early as usual, the wind high and 
ahead, which caused the water to be a little rough and 
delayed us very much. Added to this we had the showers 
of rain repeatedly all day…My situation a very disagreea-
ble one; in an open canoe, wet and without a possibility 
of keeping myself dry… 

The Corps of Discovery is near Lynch, Nebraska 

September 1, 1806 

CLARK - …We set out at the usual hour…At 9 A.M. we 
passed the entrance of the Niobrara River (Nebraska)…
about two miles below…9 Indians ran down the bank and 
beckoned us to land, they appeared to be a war party and 
I took them to be Teton and paid no kind of attention to 
them…We landed in an open, commanding situation out 
of sight of the Indians…about 15 minutes after we had 
landed, several guns were fired by the Indians, which we 
expected was at three men behind us. I called out 15 men 
and ran up with a full determination to cover them if pos-
sible, let the number of Indians be what they might, Capt. 
Lewis hobbled up on the bank and formed the remainder 
of the party in a situation well calculated to defend them-
selves and the canoes…I discovered…that the Indians 
were shooting off their guns at an old keg which we had 
thrown out of one of the canoes and was floating down. 
Those Indians informed me that they were Yankton…I 
invited down to the boats to smoke…We tied a piece of 
ribbon to each man’s hair and gave them some corn of 
which they appeared much pleased…   

June 8, 1805, Lewis: “…The whole of my party to a man, except my-
self, were fully persuaded that this river was the Missouri but being 
fully of opinion that it was neither the main stream or that which it 
would be advisable for us to take, I determined to give it a name and 
in honor of Miss Maria W—d called it Maria’s River…” 
 
Clark: “…I am somewhat uneasy for Capt. Lewis and party as days 
have now passed the time he was to have returned…about 5 o’clock, 
Capt. Lewis arrived with the party much fatigued…”  
 
June 9, 1805, Lewis: “We determined to deposit at this place the large 
red pirogue, all the heavy baggage which we could possibly do with-
out and some provisions, salt, tools, powder and lead and etc. with a 
view to lighten our vessels…we set some hands to digging a hole or 
cellar for the reception of our stores.  These holes in the ground or 
deposits are called by the engages,” cashes”.  On inquiry, I found that 
Cruzatte was well acquainted with this business…I endeavored to 
impress on the minds of the party, all of whom, except Capt. Clark, 
being still firm in the belief that the N. Fork was the Missouri and that 
which we ought to take…finding them so determined in this belief, 
and wishing that if we were in an error, to be able to detect it and rec-
tify it as soon as possible it was agreed between Capt. C. and myself 
that one of us should set out with a small party by land up the South 
fork and continue our route up it until we found the falls…”  
 
June 10, 1805, Lewis: “…I feel myself somewhat unwell with the 
dysentery but determined to set out in the morning up the South fork 
or Missouri, leaving Capt. Clark to complete the deposit in the “cash” 
and follow me by water with the party…” 
 
Clark: “…Sacagawea, our Indian woman very sick.  I blead her.  We 
determined to ascend the South fork…Capt. Lewis inclines to go by 
land on this expedition…” 
 
June 11, 1805, Lewis: “This morning I felt much better, but somewhat 
weakened by my disorder.  At 8 A.M. I swung my pack and set for-
ward with my little party…” 
 
June 12, 1805, Clark: “…We set out at 8 o’clock and proceeded on 
very well…The interpreters wife very sick, so much so that I move her 
into the back part of our covered part of the pirogue which is cool, her 
own situation being very hot in the bottom of the pirogue, exposed to 
the sun…” 

(Continued from “Grey Column” page 1) 

Where was the Corps in 1806? 

(Sourced from the 2006 Daily Desktop Calendar pro-
duced by Jim and Mary Rosenberger) 

The Corps is near Lolo, MT 

July 1, 1806  

LEWIS – Capt. Clark & myself consorted the following 
plan; from this place I determined to go with a small par-
ty by the most direct route to the Falls of the Missouri…
and myself and six volunteers to ascend Maria’s River 
with a view to explore the country and ascertain whether 
any branch of that river lies as far north as Latitude 50, 
and again return and join the party who are to descend the 
Missouri, at the entrance of Maria’s River…The other 
part of the men are to proceed with Capt. Clark to the 
head of Jefferson’s River where we deposited sundry arti-
cles and left our canoes. From hence Sgt. Ordway with a 
party of 9 men are to descend the river with the canoes; 
Capt. C., with the remaining ten… will proceed to the 
Yellowstone River at its nearest approach to the Three 
Forks of the Missouri, here he will build a canoe and de-
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President’s Message 
 
Great Lakes Regional President 
Mary Strauss 
 
Summer officially started on June 
21 and the longest day of the year 
is behind us now. There is still 
lots of daylight left for mowing, 
gardening, attending ball games 
and quiet time on the porch after 
supper.  
 
July brings us celebrations of the Fourth of July and the 
founding of our democracy. May we always treasure our 
freedoms and democratic life. 
 
August is time for our Annual Meeting, this year in Pitts-
burgh, PA. I hope you were able to get the “early bird” 
rate to be there Aug. 7-10 at the Heinz History Center 
and you can stay at the Drury Plaza Hotel, too. The theme 
- Down the Ohio – The Journey Begins 1803 is noted in 
Meriwether Lewis’ 1803 journal entry on August 31. 
“Left Pittsburgh this day at 11 ock with a party of 11 
hands 7 of which are soldiers, a pilot and three young 
men on trial they having proposed to go with me through-
out the voyage.” 
 
Imagine the excitement and anticipation of the men and 
the concerns of Lewis that he has planned for enough 
supplies for as long as the trip takes. When our children 
were small, we planned month-long summer trips 
throughout the USA and I hoped we had done enough 
planning. Lucky for us there were stores along the way to 
help us get by with what we didn’t bring. There were Na-
tives for the Corps and hopes of trading for goods and 
horses but nothing was for certain like our modern times. 
Mid-September could hold a Saturday Lewis and Clark 
Regional Potluck picnic, hopefully in the city of Platte-
ville, WI where the Badger Chapter installed signage let-
ting folks know where Corps member Alexander Willard 
lived until moving with 27 members of his family to the 
goldmine area of California. One of the signs was dam-
aged again this spring with farm field planting, but it is 
being repaired in an economical way by a nearby helpful 
neighbor. More will come about the picnic in an email. 
 
Have a safe and fun-filled summer and please join us in 
September if you can. 

   Mary Strauss 

The Willard Sign 
Another Damage Report  
By: Jim Rosenberger  
 

In 2016 the Badger State Chapter installed three signs in 
Southwestern Wisconsin commemorating Lewis and 
Clark Expedition member Alexander Willard and his 
family who were living between Platteville and Cuba 
City (See the October 2016 issue of “Field Notes).   One 
of those signs was dedicated to the lead mine the 
Willards had owned and worked.  In the July 2021 issue 
of “Field Notes” we told you the story about the damage 
done to the lead mine sign and the people who helped 
repair it.  In the January 2022 issue of “Field Notes” we 
included a brief article about the sign being repaired and 
put back in place.  I also made the comment; “…we hope 
that we do not have another instance of it being dam-
aged…”  Unfortunately, it did not take long for the sign 
to be damaged for a second time. 
 
In the morning of May 9, 2022, I 
received a phone call from a mem-
ber of the Elk Grove Township in 
La Fayette County, Wisconsin and 
was advised the Willard lead min-
ing sign had been struck again, 
apparently by a tractor or some 
type of farm field machinery and 
the sign had been knocked down.  
The sign was totally off of the post 
it had been attached to and the 
post was damaged and knocked 
over. 
 
I made further phone calls and emails to people who had 
helped us with the previous sign damage, that is, Marian 
and James Olson, Rich Hall-Reppen and the folks at 
“Signs to Go Company”.  They reacted quickly and the 
sign was again taken to the “Signs to Go Company” in 
Platteville, WI. 
 
A few days later my wife, Mary, two friends, Darlys and 
Greg Lawinger, who are interested in Lewis and Clark 
history, and I drove to the Platteville, Cuba City area to 
inspect all of the signs and found two of them in very 
good condition.  Then we went to the lead mine site 
where the accident took place, and it was obvious the 
post that had held the sign up would need to be replaced.  
The sign had been already taken to Platteville where we 
viewed the damage done to it.  The words printed on the 
surface of the sign, which tells the Willard story, are in 
acceptable shape.  The major damage is to the area on the 
bottom of the sign where it fits onto the post that holds it 
up.  This area needed to be completely redone. 
 
We received an estimate for repairing the damage to the 
sign and replacing the post.  The estimate was quite a bit 
higher than what the repair cost was for the previous ac-
cident.  Fortunately, our good friend and Lewis and Clark 
supporter, James Olson, had the 

Continued on page 4 

 

Newsletter Articles 

Field Notes is your newsletter. 
If you have a suggestion for an  

article, please submit it to  
Bill Holman, editor, at: 

wghmch@gmail.com 
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opportunity to discuss the sign damage with the folks at 
“Signs to Go Company” and the result was a substantial 
reduction in repair cost.  Quickly, James started the repair 
work and the raising of the sign.   With the help of wife 
Marian, friends John Hentrich and Arnie Anderson 
(Anderson Welding) the sign was quickly back in place. 
 
For added protection and 
at no cost to the Chapter/
Region the Elk Grove 
Township volunteered to 
place three good sized 
poles around the perime-
ter of the sign. 
 
So, the Willard lead min-
ing sign is once again 
standing proud.  A hearty 
thanks to everyone who 
stepped in and helped the 
cause.  A special thank 
you to Marian and James 
Olson.  
 

 
In need of a Good Man 
By Jim Rosenberger 
 

We know that Captain Lewis needed to have a man in the 
Corps of Discovery who he could count on to communi-
cate with the various Native Nations, be a good hunter to 
provide food for the men of the Corps and be a talented 
scout in the new country they would pass through.  On 
November 11, 1803, Lewis found that man at Ft. Massac 
near today’s Metropolis, Illinois.  He makes the simple 
entry in his journal; “Arrive at Massac, engaged George 
Drewyer in the public service as an Indian Interpreter, 
contracted him to 25 dollars per month for his service…”  
As pointed out by Gary Moulton, Editor of the Journals 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, “George Drouillard, 
whose name neither Lewis nor Clark ever managed to 
spell right, became one of the most valuable members of 
the expedition…” 
 
Drouillard steadily showed his skill with Indian sign lan-
guage, as well as one of the Corps best hunters and as a 
scout and wilderness man.  He certainly was the man 
Lewis had been looking for.  But was Drouillard the only 
man Lewis had considered? 
 
Reading thru Volume 1 of The Letters of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, edited by Donald Jackson, we find that 
Lewis gave serious consideration to employing a differ-
ent man prior to hiring George Drouillard. 
 
On April 20, 1803, Lewis writes to President Jefferson 
and includes a paragraph saying, “…I have written tripli-
cates to Mr. John Conner accepting his services as an 

Interpreter; he is the young man I recollect mentioning to 
you as having proffered his services to accompany me.  
To him I have communicated the real extent and objects 
of my mission, but with strict injunctions.to secrecy…I 
have informed him of the military posts at which I shall 
touch on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and the proba-
ble time of my arrival at each, leaving it discretionary 
with himself to meet me at either...” 
 
So Captain Lewis is informing President Jefferson that 
he has essentially hired a Mr. John Conner to take an im-
portant position within the expedition.  How will Jeffer-
son react?  On April 27, 1803, Jefferson responds to 
Lewis and writes “…We have received information that 
Conner cultivates, in the first degree, the patronage of the 
British government; to which he values ours as only sec-
ondary.  As it is possible however that his passion for 
this expedition may overrule that for the British, and as I 
do not see that the British agents will necessarily be dis-
posed to counterwork us, I think Conner’s qualifications 
make it desirable to engage him, and that the communi-
cation to him will be as useful, as it was certainly proper 
under our former impression of him…”  
 
The President has approved John Conner and now Lewis 
must move on with other important duties.  One of those 
is to write his friend William Clark and invite Clark to 
join him on the expedition.  He does so on June 19, 1803, 
and on July 18, 1803, Clark responds saying, “…I will 
cheerfully join you...”  Now Lewis must inform Clark 
about what is all going on to prepare for the expedition 
including the men of the expedition and specifically John 
Conner.   In an August 3, 1803, letter from Lewis to 
Clark, Lewis brings Clark up to date about Conner; “…
Sometime in the month of February last a young man by 
the name of John Conner, residing among the Delaware 
Indians on the White River, offered himself, by letter, to 
accompany me in the capacity of interpreter.  I wrote him 
in answer accepting his services and giving him some 
instructions relative to the points at which I wished him 
to join me…I am personally acquainted with this man 
and think that we could not get a person better qualified 
in every respect than he is and that it will be advisable to 
spare no pains to get him…I think it will be best for you 
to hire a man to go to the Delaware Town and inquire 
after Conner.  You may offer Conner three hundred dol-
lars a year and find him provisions and clothing.  Should 
he be at the Delaware Town and be willing to engage on 
these terms he had better come on immediately and join 
us at Louisville. “ 
 
Now finding and employing Conner is Clark’s job and on 
August 21, 1803, he advises Lewis; “…I have never 
heard of a Mr. J. Conner…I have made some inquiry of a 
boat just arrived without hearing of him.  I shall wait a 
few days for a party to come from Illinois to inquire if 
Conner is in that country…If I do not hear of his setting 
out to meet you at some one of those points you directed 
him to, I shall send a man to the Town on White River 
with a letter to him…” 
 

Continued from page 3 

 Drouillard-Cont’d on page 5 
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It is difficult to 
locate John 
Conner so on August 26, 1803, Clark tries sending a let-
ter to Conner, addressed to where Clark thinks Conner 
might be, and he writes, in part; “Sometime in the month 
of February last, you offered yourself, by letter, to ac-
company Capt. Meriwether Lewis on an N. Western ex-
pedition in the capacity of an Interpreter…He has never 
received an answer from you on the subject, nor heard of 
your being at the points at which he wished you to join 
him.  I am …equally anxious with Capt. Lewis that you 
should become one of our party, and in the event of your 
accompanying us as an Interpreter we will give you $300 
a year and find you provisions and clothing.  Should you 
be willing to engage on those terms, you had best come 
on immediately and join us at the place...” 
 
 On September 11, 1803, Clark advises Lewis on his con-
tact with John Conner; “…Agreeable to your wish I sent 
an express to the Delaware Towns on White River who 
has just returned.  Conner has a very large assortment of 
goods on hand and cannot accompany us.  He writes me 
that your letter to him of last summer did not come to 
him until the 17 July and you informed him that you 
would set out the 10 of June.  The time was too short for 
him to arrange his business and join you.  He says that if 
he had nothing to do at the present he would not oblige 
himself for the sum I offered him ($300) and should not 
think himself too much recompensed for 5000$ even if he 
was able to leave his home.  As this man does not speak 
any languages to the West of the Mississippi, I do not 
think the failure in getting him is very material…” 
 
On September 28, 1803, Lewis’s response relative to Mr. 
Conner is short and to the point; “…I do not much regret 
the loss of Mr. Conner for several reasons, which I shall 
mention to you when we meet.  He has deceived me.” 
 
Initially, Lewis felt he had an excellent candidate for an 
interpreter in John Conner.  But it just didn’t work out.  
Thankfully, Lewis found George Drouillard, and he 
shows his appreciation in his January 15, 1807, report to 
Secretary of War, Henry Dearborn; “…George Drouillard 
– Interpreter: A man of much merit; he has been peculiar-
ly useful from his knowledge of the common language of 
gesticulation and his uncommon skill as a hunter and 
woodsman; those several duties he performed in good 
faith and with an ardor which deserves the highest com-
mendation.  It was his fate also to have encountered, on 
various occasions, with either Captain Clark or myself, 
all the most dangerous and trying scenes of the voyage, in 
which he uniformly acquitted himself with honor…”     
 

Wilkinson Talk Recap 
Submitted by Lou Ritten 

On May 21, 2022, the Great Lakes Region was treated to 
a Zoom presentation by Julia Wiley, an attorney practic-
ing in Toledo, Ohio. Julia also serves as the president of 
the Fallen Timbers Battlefield Preservation Commission 
among other historical pursuits.   
 

Julia’s presentation centered on General James Wilkinson 
and his decades-long history of deceit and duplicity in his 
position as a high ranking U.S. Army officer while also 
acting as Secret Agent 13 for Spain. During the Revolu-
tionary War, he served initially under Benedict Arnold 
before becoming an aide to General Horatio Gates. In 
that capacity, Wilkinson sweet talked his way into a pro-
motion to brigadier general while in his early twenties. 
He was also thought to be involved in the Conway Cabal, 
which sought to replace commander in chief George 
Washington with Gates. The effort fell apart, but Wil-
kinson was appointed as clothier-general of the Army. In 
less than two years, however, under criticism from Wash-
ington and others for his “lack of aptitude for the job,” 
Wilkinson resigned that position. 
  
Wilkinson moved to Kentucky and in 1787 made a trip to 
New Orleans, where he secured from Spanish authorities 
a monopoly in Kentucky trade to be floated downriver to 
the Crescent City. He also began working as a Spanish 
secret agent and obtained a hefty yearly payment for his 
clandestine services. His trade monopoly did not last 
long, but he quietly advocated for Spanish interests in 
Kentucky and continued to receive his Spanish pay.  
 

Aided by his marriage to Ann Biddle, a member of the 
prominent Philadelphia extended family that included 
Nicholas Biddle, the future editor of the Lewis and Clark 
journals, Wilkinson resumed his military career and par-
ticipated in ineffectual attempts to subdue the Indian 
tribes north of the Ohio River. Following the catastrophic 
defeat of General St. 

  Drouillard-Continued from page 4 

Great Lakes Region Treasurer’s Report:  

 

The Great Lakes Region has $7867.70 in 
the treasury. Presently we have 105 total 
members in our region. 

   

  Mary Jo Meyer, Treasurer  Wilkinson-Cont’d on page 6 
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Clair’s army in 
November 1791, 
Washington appointed Anthony Wayne to command a 
reorganized army called the Legion of the United States. 
When the egotistical Wilkinson did not receive the ap-
pointment and was named second in command, he 
worked behind the scenes to damage his commander’s 
prospects. 
 

Although Wayne led his troops to victory at the Battle of 
Fallen Timbers in August 1794, Wilkinson pulled every 
string he could to undermine Wayne’s reputation and call 
into question his leadership. Wayne began to suspect 
Wilkinson’s disloyalty, to both himself and to his coun-
try, but Wayne’s death in December 1796 put an end to 
investigations at the time, left a void in leadership, and 
Wilkinson became the senior officer in the U. S. Army 
instead.  
 

In the early 1800s, the general had a military installation, 
Cantonment Wilkinsonville, built in what is today south-

ern Illinois. Patrick Gass and perhaps one or two other 
expedition members served at that location, which for a 
time during its short life housed about one-third of the 
entire army. Along with the governor of Mississippi Ter-
ritory, C. C. Claiborne, James Wilkinson represented the 
United States when formal transfer of the Louisiana Ter-
ritory from France took place in New Orleans on Decem-
ber 20, 1803.  
 

By that time, the Lewis and Clark Expedition was already 
settling into winter quarters at Camp Dubois. In keeping 
with his previous traitorous activities, Wilkinson in-
formed the Spanish government of the expedition and 
recommended they try to stop it. Four Spanish attempts 

were made to intercept Lewis and Clark, but all failed. 
During the expedition, Wilkinson succeeded William 
Henry Harrison as the governor of Louisiana Territory. 
He also began a flirtation with Aaron Burr and his nebu-
lous attempt to set up and lead an independent nation in 
Louisiana. True to form, when Burr’s machinations be-
gan to fall apart, Wilkinson turned on his erstwhile co-
conspirator and sent letters to the capital puffing up his 
attempts to stop the conspiracy, while hiding his own 
complicity. Burr was arrested and tried. Wilkinson’s tes-
timony at the trial did not go well, Burr was acquitted, 
and he himself barely escaped charges in the matter.  
 

Meriwether Lewis would succeed Wilkinson as the terri-
torial governor. While the cause of Lewis’ death remains 
without a definitive answer, there have been allegations 
of Wilkinson’s involvement in a possible assassination of 
Lewis through means of Lewis’ escort James Neelly. 
Like all other explanations of Lewis’ death, it remains 
speculative and unproven.  
 

Wilkinson returned to military service in the War of 
1812, led two failed campaigns in the north, but was on 
hand to receive the surrender of Mobile, Alabama by 
Spanish forces in 1813. A few years after the death of his 
wife Ann, James Wilkinson married a New Orleanian and 
received an appointment as U. S. envoy to Mexico once 
his military career ended. James Wilkinson died in Mexi-
co City in December 1825 at the age of sixty-eight and 
was buried there.  

 
Our Facebook Group 
By: Laura Labadie 
 
For all the Facebook users, 
The Great Lakes Region now 
has their own Facebook pub-
lic group.  The Facebook 
membership is growing and 
you do not have to be a mem-
ber of LCTHF or our region 
to join.  The name of the group is "Lewis and Clark Great 
Lakes Region - LCTHF" which you can type in the 
Search field.  Please feel free to comment on a post from 
somebody else or start a new conversation by typing in 
the "Write something" field.  We would love to hear from 
you.  It could be from an old trip relating to Lewis & 
Clark or something new that you learned. 

Wilkinson-Continued from page 5 



7 

Great Lakes Region Officers: 

Mary Strauss..……….…….………….…….President 
      

Lou Ritten….....………….…………...Vice-President 

Laura Labadie……………………….……....Secretary 

Mary Jo Meyer…………….…………...…...Treasurer 

Board of Directors: 

1-Jim Rosenberger 

2-Sandra Matthews

(847)287-6280

Field Notes 

Editor: Bill Holman 

 
 

 

Seaman Says – July 2022 

We conclude this edition of the post-expedition journals of Seaman discovered in the minds and 
creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”.  Fear not, there will be more to follow.  
Seaman believes in doing everything that he can to protect the people around him. 

October 27, 1809: 

Could anything be worse than what has been told to me!  My life has changed forever!  I have 
been informed that my leader, my friend, my partner in the great expedition is gone.  Captain 
Lewis is no longer alive!!   

Friends in St. Louis have told me that on his trip to Washington City he took his own life.  I find this very difficult to 
believe but a number of Captain Lewis’s friends told me it was true.  They do not have any details of the Captain’s death 
but they have received the news from people we can depend on for the truth.  I have cried for days.  What am I to do 
without him? 

I know the Captain was dealing with many problems but he was going to Washington City to clear things up; to correct 
misunderstandings.  I should have gone with him and protected him! 

I am confused about what I should do; go find where Captain Lewis is buried and stay near him?  But it will be difficult 
to find him and there is little I can do for the Captain.  It is too late.  I have a wife, Angel, who I love very much and 
must remain by her side.  She cries for the death of the Captain also. 

For the immediate time I believe Angel and I will wait for Captain Clark to return from the East and see what he can tell 
us.  I want to know how Captain Lewis died and what will change now that the Captain will not be here.  

I think that as soon as things settle down it would be good for Angel and me to join an expedition back up the Missouri 
River and visit our Mandan and Hidatsa friends, even travel to live for a while with our Nez Perce friends.  It will give 
us time to decide where and how we want to live in the future. 

Sadly, my days with Captain Lewis are now over and with that, I close my Journal   which tells of our wonderful times 
together. 

THIS ISN’T THE END 
A few words from the author 

Seaman’s Journal was an idea of our newsletter editor, Bill Holman, and first appeared in the April 2005 edition of 
“Field Notes”.  It has been a quarterly article ever since.  I have enjoyed creating subsequent stories and hope you have 
enjoyed reading about Seaman’s adventures.  But “Seaman Says” isn’t over yet. 

Seaman wrote many more journal entries than those we put in “Field Notes”.  There is more that he would like to tell 
you and we intend to help Seaman do that by once again beginning from the start.  Additionally, the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation has changed its membership structure with the addition of Regions.  Our Great Lakes Region 
has gained members and a number of them are not familiar with our interpretation of Seaman’s life 
with Meriwether Lewis and the Corps of Discovery.  But fear not, the October 2022 issue of “Field 
Notes” will have a “Seaman Says” article and it will begin again with Seaman teaming up with Cap-
tain Lewis. 

Seaman’s Journal contains enough information to keep us going.  We hope you will read it and we 
hope you will enjoy it.  

         Jim Rosenberger and…………. 
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