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Welcome Back Sacajawea
Dave Pidcock (Project co-chair)

After working on the Sacajawea Project for over
a year, we finally made the goal of $80,000 so that we
could purchase the 9.5 ft bronze statue of Sacajawea,
and we had the formal dedication on April 23rd. The
formal dedication ceremony was held in the Sacajawea
room in the new Missouri River Federal Courthouse in
Great Falls.
We originally planned to have the
dedication outside with the audience surrounding the
statue, but our good ole Montana spring weather did
not cooperate. Thankfully we had the option of using
the Sacajawea room in the courthouse, and were able to
look out the windows to the gorgeous statue that we
were dedicating.
According to the security officers at the
courthouse, we had 138 people in attendance, and
considering the cold weather and the fact that we had
to have this inside, we were more than delighted. As I
look back at the program, I cannot think of anything we
needed to add, nor was there anything we would have
deleted. Naturally like most dedication programs such
as this, we ran overtime, but nobody left. The program
was enjoyed by everyone, based on the many positive
comments we received after it was over, and it
definitely was because of the quality of speakers we had
on the agenda.
The ceremony was opened by the presentation
of the colors by the Lewis & Clark Honor Guard from
Great Falls, followed by welcomes by Steve Kubick,
President of the PRC, and Michael Winters our Mayor of
Great Falls. Since most of you were unable to attend, I
think it most appropriate that you know the quality of
speakers who were on the program. Our speakers
were; Patrick Duffy, Clerk of Court, U.S. District Court of
Montana; Janene Grende (Sister of Carol Grende);
Rozina George (great, great, great niece of Sacajawea –
Blackfoot, ID); Stephanie Ambrose-Tubbs (Helena,
MT); Phyllis Yeager (Floyd Knobs, IN); Camille “Navo”
George (Indian Blessing – Blackfoot, ID); Tony Brown
(Honor song – Great Falls); and Mary Willmarth,
(Project co-Chair from Great Falls). In addition to the
quality speakers, we were enthusiastically entertained
by the outstanding music of Rob Quist & Jack Gladstone.
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I think it’s important to point out, that everyone
who was on the program, including Rob Quist & Jack
Gladstone donated their services, and without this
gesture, we never would have been able to offer a
program of this nature. While it’s difficult to single out
any specific portion of the program that was the
highlight, the “Honor Song” as sung by our own Tony
Brown and the Indian Blessing performed by Camille
“Navo” George was totally mesmerizing and so

beautifully performed. As the saying goes, you could
have heard a pin drop. Special thanks to Tony &
Camille.

There is so much to say about the Sacajawea
Project and the people who donated the $80,000 as well
as their services. But space does not allow us in this
newsletter to list everyone who contributed in one way
or another, as well as the names of the PRC members
who helped in so many ways. But I think that over the
past year we have kept you up to date as to the
progress of what I feel is most definitely one of the most
important projects the PRC has ever undertaken. This
beautiful statue crafted by the late Carol Grende is now
in place on the east side grounds of the Missouri River
Federal Courthouse, and whenever you get a moment,
stop by and take a look. I think you will be not only
impressed and proud, but happy to know that she
graces the area near the Missouri River, the river that
she spent so many months on.
Welcome home Sacajawea, we’re glad you are
helping to beautify our fine city.
-------------------------------------------------

Sites Map Nearing Completion
Phil Scriver

As this newsletter went to press, the project to
prepare a map of our area Lewis and Clark sites moved
into its last stage. Russell Country tourism has awarded
the Portage Route Chapter a $1,900 matching grant to
print 20,000 copies of the map, which went to the
printer a few days ago. Earlier this year the Chapter
contracted with a graphic designer who prepared the
map based on the information that had been gathered
during the project. The Chapter then applied for the
grant to have it printed.
All the Lewis and Clark sites that have
interpretive signage in the area reaching from
Browning (Camp Disappointment) to Loma (Decision
Point) to Wolf Creek (Ordway’s Creek) are overlaid on a
state highway map; GPS co-ordinates are included. A
total of 37 locations are included. The resulting twosided map can be used to travel the highways to find
and visit each of the locations. The front side shows the
locations in Great Falls overlaid on a street map.
During the Bicentennial years many new
interpretive signs were developed and placed at a
variety of locations important to the Lewis and Clark
story. Other locations were refurbished or expanded,
while others may have been neglected. The Chapter
decided a comprehensive review of what had been
done was needed. Additionally, the resulting inventory
would provide a solid base for future signage projects.
A copy of the final inventory can be viewed at the
Foundation headquarters in the Lewis and Clark
Interpretive Center or at the city of Great Falls planning
department. The site map is the final product of this
multi-year project.
The maps should be in our hands in time to take
them to the annual meeting of the Foundation in
Lewiston, Idaho.

Maps will also be available free at the Lewis and
Clark Center in Great Falls as well as at other Centers
and visitor stops along the Trail.

Many Thanks
A hearty thank you to one of our Portage Route
Chapter members in Philips, Maine. Dick Brooks was
unable to make it to the Mission Mountain Wind Band
concert during athe Lewis and Clark Festival, but sent
us $40 to give $20 to two volunteers from the
Interpretive Center to assist them with their ticket. We
drew from all the many volunteers, and Russ Waring
and Jerry Yoder were the winners. Hats off to Russ and
Jerry and a big pat on the back to Dick and Agnes
Brooks.

Upcoming Events
--Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation Annual
Meeting, Lewiston, Idaho—July 31-Aug 4, 2010
--Portage Route Chapter Annual Meeting—Sep 10, 2010
The Portage Chronicle is a quarterly publication of the Portage
Route Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trial Heritage Foundation
Phil Scriver, editor
Chapter website: www.corpsofdiscovery.org
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The Two Medicine Incident Re-visited: An
Historical “What if”
Phil Scriver

One of the fun aspects of reading history is to
speculate on the results of an event if one or two things
would have been different. These commonly called
“what ifs” can serve to not only make history more
interesting, but they can help with understanding how
delicate the balance is between success and failure.
Sometimes the difference is simply uncontrollable luck.
It is common knowledge that the Lewis and Clark
Expedition had numerous instances of good luck that
definitely aided in the overall success of the mission.
The topic of this “what if” is the incident on the
Two Medicine River when Lewis and his party met with
several Blackfeet the afternoon of July 26, 1806 and the
fracas the next morning when some of the Indians
attempted to take the Expedition’s guns. What if the
Blackfeet had been successful and made off with the
guns before Lewis and his men could have resisted?

That afternoon when Lewis spotted some
horses and several Indians he said he expected “that we
were to have some difficulty with them” and that if they
thought they could succeed the Indians would attempt
to rob the party. At daylight the next morning four of
the Indians tried to take Lewis’ party’s guns. This
attempt failed, but what if they had been able to get the
party’s guns and make good their escape? Would this
have been the end of Lewis and his party? The balance
of the Expedition surely would have been able to
complete their trip back to St. Louis so the total
expedition would have been a success.

From reading Lewis’ account of the scuffle that
morning the Indians would probably have taken the
party’s rifles and pouches—powder and lead—and fled.
If they had been able to get back to their camp with
these prizes their status as warriors certainly would
have gone up several notches. By most accounts the
eight Blackfeet that Lewis had encountered were
young; they had apparently been on a horse raid since
many of the horses they had were saddled. In fact
Lewis saw so many saddled that he thought the group
much bigger than the eight he saw. These young men
were probably in the learning stages of becoming
warriors. Consequently they would probably not have
risked the extra time to kill Lewis and his party or to
collect more of their baggage and take it. They would
have surely taken all the horses; not only would this
have added to the herd they already had, thus making
them even more successful, but it would have reduced
the chance of Lewis being able to give chase.
So where would this have left Lewis and his
three companions? They would have spent a few
minutes assessing their situation; on foot without guns
in the middle of a country that hostile people called
home. An examination of their baggage would reveal
they still had their knives, navigation instruments and
Lewis would have his pistol with one shot in it.
The eight Indians that Lewis encountered were
probably 15 – 16 years old; old enough to physically

look adult, but still youthful in their actions. Older,
more proven warriors may well have simply killed the
party then leisurely searched their baggage taking what
they pleased. But the youthful, lesser-experienced
warriors only wanted to take the guns and horses then
get to the safety of home to tell their brave deeds. The
men they left on the prairie would live or die, it didn’t
matter.
Lewis and his party would quickly realize giving
chase was out of the question concentrating on their
own survival and reunion with the main expedition.
The only change in plans would be how fast they could
reach the Marias. Traveling 20-30 miles per day on foot
they could make it in 3 or 4 days. When Lewis made his
overland trip from the Marias to the Great Falls the
summer before, he had traveled on foot 29 miles one
day followed by 15 miles the morning of the next day
reaching the falls by 1:00 pm.
According to Sgt Gass the party under Sgt
Ordway’s command that had reportaged the Great Falls
and were bringing the boats downriver from there had
instructions to wait for Lewis at the Marias until
September 1 before proceeding on downriver to join
Clark. Gass further said Lewis planned to return to the
Marias by August 5. So the actual return from the Two
Medicine was several days ahead of schedule
If Lewis and his companions had no further
encounters with Indians and were successful in reuniting with Ordway the only loss was a few days travel
time. But what if they were not able to get to the Marias
before Ordway left?
When Lewis examined what was left of his
equipment he discovered the Blackfeet only took the
guns and ammunition. He would have discovered also
they were in good shape. There are many stories of
mountain men only a few years later that made
seemingly unbelievable treks across the west in much
more dire straights. Remember also that Drewyer, who
was with Lewis on the Two Medicine, was considered
one of the first mountain men.
Their first order of business was to get out of
Blackfeet country and to the Marias. At the risk of being
caught out in the open prairie they would probably
headed cross country directly to the Teton River. Upon
reaching that river they would have followed it
downstream to the Marias. Since they had knives and
hatchets they may have opted to build a raft, but Lewis’
experience they year before on the Marias probably
would have decided him against that activity. Instead
he would have pushed on to rendezvous with Ordway.
Once Lewis and his companions reached the
Marias they would have been in good shape. The
Expedition had cached extra food and equipment there
the year before. Sgt Ordway would have dug up the
caches, but if he had left before Lewis rejoined them he
surely would have left some of the supplies just in case

Lewis did make it back to that place. Consequently
Lewis would have some food and surely some
ammunition. There was sufficient deer, elk and buffalo
in that area that Lewis could have fashioned some sort
of watercraft for his party of four; Sgt Pryor did down
on the Yellowstone after the Crow Indians stole all his
horses and left his party on foot.
My conclusion on this matter is that if the
Blackfeet had been successful they would have only
taken Lewis’ guns, ammunition and horses leaving the
party alive, but on foot. The party was fully capable of
making the overland trip from the Two Medicine to the
Marias on foot well within the time Ordway was to wait
for their return. So, if they had no further adventures
with Indians, Lewis and his party would have had a
joyful reunion with Ordway at the Marias and
continued on down the river to join with Clark pretty
much on schedule.

Portage Route Chapter
P.O. Box 2424
Great Falls, MT 59403

