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A Deserved Honor -- And Great Fun To Lie 
Harry Mitchell 

Ella Mae Howard and Bob Doerk were the 2010 
recipients of the Sherman Fellow Award at the annual 
Sherman Breakfast, 20 Mar. at the Meadowlark Country 
Club.  This award is the Portage Route Chapter’s highest 
recognition for sustained and significant contributions 
to our chapter’s purpose and mission; supporting the 
Lewis and Clark legacy.  A Sherman Fellow is one who 
emulates the principles and humility of Bill Sherman; 
one who is in his same class or group.  Appropriately, 
Bill Sherman’s daughter, Charis Howser, and son, Roger 
Sherman, were the official “presenters”. 

Ella Mae Howard’s certificate, written by 
Bob Doerk: “Because you exemplify leadership, initiative 
in accomplishing goals and creativity in originating, 
developing and completing each and every task you’ve 
undertaken over the past 25 plus years in furthering the 
Lewis and Clark story. You have educated the young, the 
old, the new comers and the experienced scholars in 
helping them reach their full knowledge and enjoyment 
of the epic Corps of Discovery in virtually every 
conceivable way. You are a Bill Sherman Fellow in every 
respect.” 

Bob Doerk’s certificate, written by Ella Mae 
Howard: “Bob Doerk, founding member of the Portage 
Route Chapter, served as its second president and steered 
many chapter activities, including a lecture series on the 
expedition. His growing interest in the Corps of Discovery 
and the national Lewis and Clark organization lead to his 
election as Foundation president in 1989 and again in 
1990.  

Bob, with an extensive library of books and 
materials on early exploration of the west, is often 
searched out as an expert on Lewis and Clark and other 
explorers. Bob has given many public presentations on 
Lewis and Clark, including first person portrayals of 
Captain William Clark.  

Like his mentor, Bill Sherman, it is the story of the 
leadership and discipline of Captains William Clark and 
Meriwether Lewis, a story which Bob Doerk knew must 
be preserved for all generations.” 

Recognizing Ella Mae and Bob was a very easy 
decision.  However, because of their sincere humility, 

making sure they would publically (at the Sherman 
Breakfast) accept this award was a serious challenge. 
Award chairman John England’s solution was to keep 
the name of this year’s recipient a secret and to ask Ella 
Mae and Bob to each be the presenter to the other BUT 
not tell either they were also a recipient. The Portage 
Route Chapter Board of Directors agreed to give it a try; 
to keep it confidential and hope.   

Oh what a tangled web we weave, when first we 
practice to deceive!   

Ella Mae agreed to not tell Bob he was this 
year’s Sherman Fellow and jumped at the opportunity 
to talk about, to praise and roast him and to be the 
official presenter. AND Bob agreed to not tell Ella Mae 
she was this year’s Sherman Fellow and also jumped at 
the opportunity to talk about, to praise and roast her 
and to be the official presenter.   Both of this year’s 
“Sherman Fellows” were completely surprised and 
everyone enjoyed a good laugh.  Everyone kept the 
secret and it worked!! 

In summary: This year’s Sherman Breakfast and 
Sherman Fellow Award program was “almost” perfect 
and will be tough to repeat; we had TWO 
OUTSTANDING RECEPIENTS – the secret held and 
everyone enjoyed the humor.  

Roger Sherman (left) and Claris Howser (right) present 
Sherman Fellow Awards to Bob Doerk and Ella Mae 
Howard. 
------------------------------------------------- 
 



Science and Humanities… 
Phil Scriver 
 This year’s Sherman Lecture Series sponsored 
by the Portage Route Chapter featured three speakers 
who presented a three-hour seminar titled, “Science 
and Humanities; inseparable by nature.”  The Lewis and 
Clark Interpretive Association partnered with the 
Chapter on this event.  Speakers were Dr. Gary Moulton; 
Dr. Martin Levitt, director of library services at the 
American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia; and Dr. 
George Carlson, director of the McLaughlin Institute in 
Great Falls. 
 The seminar focused on the theme that 
humanities and the sciences go about their business the 
same way.  Research is research and to be successful a 
researcher must use the same methods whether the 
topic is history or DNA mapping.  Consequently each 
professional community can learn from the other 
 When project chairman Sue Buchell first gave 
the Chapter board of directors the details my 
impression was that the theme was so obvious I 
wondered why the seminar was needed.  But I thought 
about it for a bit and realized my view was probably not 
how the majority thought.  Most people see it as one or 
the other.  How does reading Shakespeare prepare a 
student to do chemistry?  How does calculus help an 
author write a better novel?  Seminars like this are 
helping answer those kinds of questions. 

Seminar presenters (left to right) Dr. George Carlson, Dr. 
Gary Moulton, Dr. Martin Levitt. 
------------------------------------------------- 
Upcoming Events 
--Dedication of Arduous Journey—April 30, 2010 
--Lewis & Clark Center Anniversary—May 2, 2010 
--Lewis & Clark Festival—June 24 – 27, 2010 
--Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation Annual 
  Meeting, Lewiston, Idaho—July 31-Aug 4, 2010 
--Portage Route Chapter Annual Meeting—Sep 10, 2010 
 
 

The Portage Chronicle is a quarterly publication of the Portage 
Route Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trial Heritage Foundation 
Phil Scriver, editor 
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Lincoln Ranch 
Phil Scriver 

The latest state park, officially known as the 
Upper Marias State Park, has a well known Lewis and 
Clark connection.  The park was formed with the 
purchase of 8,866 acres of land eight miles southwest of 
Shelby that was commonly called the Lincoln Ranch.  
The Marias River runs 14 miles through the land.  
Captain Lewis and his party of Drewyer and the Field 
brothers passed through this area following the river 
on horses on July 21, 1806.  They had camped just east 
of this property the night of July 20 then followed the 
river to the junction of the Two Medicine and Cut Bank 
Creek.  The party then turned north along Cut Bank 
Creek stopping for the night just west of Cut Bank.  The 
Two Medicine fight site is a short distance to the west of 
this property. 

The primary interest in connecting this ranch 
land to Lewis and Clark was in locating Lewis’ camp of 
July 20, 1806.  Was it on the property or just to the east 
of it?  Bob Bergantino’s examinations place that camp 
just to the east, on the golf course. 

Other eras of Montana’s development took 
place on or near this property.  The Whoop up Trail 
from Fort Benton to Fort McLeod ran a few miles to the 
east.  Fur traders crossed and re-crossed the area so 
undoubtedly some trod the ground or floated the river 
through the new state park. 

Most of the land has seen very little change 
since the time Lewis traversed it.  Although the access is 
severely limited to a single fair-weather road that only 
reaches part way in, FWP managers welcome visits to 
the park.  The area is typical prairie river breaks with 
considerable numbers of birds and animals making 
their home among the cottonwood trees on the river 
bottom. 

The Chapter will continue to monitor progress 
of this park and assist the FWP when interpretive 
signage or other public informational developments are 
initiated. 
------------------------------------------------- 
 



Sacajawea Statue Dedication               
Dave Pidcock 

It was just about a year ago when Mary 
Willmarth and I met to discuss the possibility of the 
Portage Route Chapter being the nonprofit sponsoring 
organization that would assist the fund raising for the 
Sacajawea bronze statue.   We took it to the board, the 
board said “Yes”, and as they say, the rest is history.   

Thanks to many of you reading this article, we 
eventually were successful in raising the necessary 
$80,000 needed to purchase the bronze, and the 
dedication date is now set.  Our initial rationale for 
purchasing the 9.5 foot bronze, was to place it on 
permanent loan at the new Missouri River Federal 
Court House, and this will be accomplished at the 
dedication ceremony on April 30th at 2:00 PM at the 
Court House. 

We have a very informative and entertaining 
program planned, with Stephanie Ambrose-Tubbs and 
Rozina George the great-great-great niece of Sacajawea 
participating, along with other notable guests such as 
Phyllis Yeager.  Music will also be provided by Jack 
Gladstone & Rob Quist, and the Lewis & Clark Honor 
Guard will provide the Presentation of the Colors. After 
the dedication ceremony, refreshments will be served 
in the Sacajawea room inside the Court House.  

At the regular City Commission meeting on 
April 20th, our Mayor Michael Winters will be 
proclaiming the week of April 25th as “Sacajawea” week.   
It just doesn’t get any better than this. 

This is perhaps the most important project the 
Portage Route Chapter has sponsored since its 
inception, and we are anticipating a large crowd.  We 
encourage every Chapter member to attend, and those 
that own the special Portage Route Chapter vest to 
please wear it as a sign of support and togetherness.  

This is indeed a red letter day for our chapter as 
well as the city of Great Falls, and we look forward to 
your presence. 
 

 
Dedication 

Ceremonies are 
APRIL 30TH – 

2:00 PM – 
MISSOURI 

RIVER COURT 
HOUSE 

 
 “Sacajawea; Arduous 
Journey”  
a bronze statue 
sculptured 
by C.A. Grende 
 
 
Missouri River Courthouse 
On the bank of the Missouri River 
------------------------------------------------- 
Proceeding with the Lewis & Clark Message 
Stephen Kubick 

It was great to see so many of you at the 
Sherman Award Breakfast honoring Ella Mae Howard 
and Bob Doerk.  They truly deserved the award for they 
have propagated the Lewis and Clark story for many 
years in the late Bill Sherman tradition. 

We are going to carry on the message with the 
dedication of the Sacajawea Statue “Arduous Journey” 
at the new Federal Courthouse on April 30th at 2:00 PM 
and hope to see you there as well as many others.  This 
is another way the PRC keeps the story going well into 
the future as many a visitor will see her and our plaque.  
Thanks to Mary Willmarth and Dave Pidcock for 
carrying the brunt of the load on this project. 

Another way we are trying to keep the story 
alive and encourage youth to learn, appreciate and 
propagate the story of Lewis & Clark for future 
generations is to establish a Boy Scout Merit Badge for 
participation in education and events in our area.  A 
badge has been created in the Manitou Bluffs Chapter; 
wouldn’t it be nice to have similar programs along the 
trail.  It is sanctioned by the L&CTHF and the BSA. 

I have asked Don Peterson to head up the 
project.  He agreed to do it and when Larry Epstein 
heard about it he wanted to help.  Larry has had much 
experience in the BSA and volunteered to help Don. 

We hope to have all the Chapters in Montana to 
do the same and complete our portion of the trail.  If 
you would like to help on the project, contact Don 
Peterson or myself.  

Please help us to attract youth to our Chapter to 
carry the story forward as we proceed on. 
------------------------------------------------- 
 



Center’s Anniversary; 12 successful years 
Phil Scriver 

May 2, 2010 promises to be a good day.  On that 
day the Interpretive Center will celebrate its 12th year  
of being open to the public.  Attendees will be able to 
enjoy several attractions as they learn the “Bear Facts” 
and about Lewis and Clark’s time in our area.   Partake 
of free food and drink while participating in games and 
hearing special presentations throughout the afternoon. 

Center Director Jane Weber moved from her 
tiny office in the Forest Service building that was 
overflowing with stacks of paper accumulated over a 
decade of planning, into her “expansive” office in the 
Center overlooking the Missouri River in 1998. 

Since the Interpretive Center opened its doors it 
has been a place where the Lewis and Clark story is 
brought to life.  A variety of programs examine the 
Expedition from many different points of view to better 
understand what they did and what resulted.  Planners 
take advantage of many sources to bring activities to 
the Center.  Many experts in relevant fields have 
presented lectures; many localized events have been 
included to attract public interest.  These planners rely 
heavily on their partners to provide the best experience 
possible to those who visit. 
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The Center has become an attraction for 
learning inside its 
walls and outside 
them as well.  Even 
the building has 
been modified to 
meet the changing 
needs of bringing 
meaningful activity 
to the public.  
From scholarly 
research in the 
Sherman Library and Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation archives to entertaining and informative 
demonstrations in Honor Guard camps visitors engage 
their interests throughout the year. 
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