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Special Interest
Articles:

ÍÑyíBraxge (Ee-Nee-Brath-ga)(Otoe-Missouria)

Jun 2014

ANNUAL WHITE CATFISH CAMP PICNIC

• Catfish Camp

Saturday, July 26, 2014

• 300th
Anniversary

Western Historic Trails Center
Cost - $13.00
Gather at 5:00 - - - - Dinner served at 5:30
Cake for Meriwether, William, and Della!!

Individual
Highlights:
Kites and more

5

Dinner Meetings

7

Annual Trivia Contest with Prizes!!!
Please note - if you come after 4:30 pm, use the west end
of the Richard Downing Ave (back gate)
as the Trails Center closes to the public at 4:30.

2014 – 2015 Mouth of the Platte Chapter
Memberships Close 01 September
Individual membership....... $20

Family membership.............. $25

Student membership ...........$10

Business/Organization ....... $25

Mouth Of the Platte June 2014 Newsletter
President’s Message
Greetings from your President;
A lot is going on for Mouth of the Platte and Lewis and Clark folks. Be
sure you attend all the events that you can attend – you will have a great
time and learn much about the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the
members of the Corps of Northwestern Discovery. Equally important –
you will encourage the members who work hard to provide these
opportunities.

Keepers of the Story ~ Stewards of the Trail℠
We preserve, promote and teach the diverse heritage of
Lewis and Clark for the beneﬁt of all people
Mouth of the Platte Chapter
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 3344
Omaha, NE 68103
mouthoftheplatte@cox.net ~~ www.mouthoftheplatte.org

Mouth of the Platte Activities
Annual Events:
June:

Lewis and Clark Festival
Lewis and Clark State Park

Thanks to Shirley and Richard Beck, Jack and Peggy Christ, Darlene
Backhaus, John and Ev Orr, Della Bauer, Mary Langhorst, Lew Massey,
Father Tom Coenen, and all the people I’ve missed for their work at
Gifford Farm, the Lewis and Clark Kites Expo, and the 300th
anniversary.
Thanks to Dick Williams and Della Bauer for hosting a serving as tour
guide to Margret Gorski, president of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation, during her visit.
Thanks to Ava Hastert and Ruth Hunolt for their leadership of the
Wednesday Study Group – you two (helped by the many people who
attend and by Teressa Sward and her staff at Western Historic Trails
Center) are why that group is so successful!
Thanks to Della Bauer also for her leadership in gathering a great
contribution of over $800 from MOP members to support the Missouri
River Basin Lewis and Clark Center in Nebraska City.

White Catfish Camp

Don’t know the details of some of these events? Ask the people named
here because they represented Mouth of the Platte for you. Thank them
for their work on your behalf – it will mean more than my comments
here.

Western Historic Trails Center

Sincerely yours;

Council Bluffs, IA

Don Shippy, President

Onawa, IA
July:

Thanks to Shirley Enos for her leadership and hard work in setting up
Lewis and Clark events at Gifford Farm – so sorry the event was victim
of the June monsoon! Thanks also to Shirley for the successful support of
Haran Seyfur and to Harlan for his leadership of the 300th Anniversary
of the Mouth of the Platte Discovery – a great event!

Wednesday Morning Study Group:
9 a.m., most weeks
Western Historic Trails Center
3434 Richard Downing Ave.
Council Bluffs, IA
Wednesday Evening Study Group:
6 p.m., fourth Wednesday of month
Village Inn
7837 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE

MOP Board of Directors Re-elected for 2014-2015
Don Shippy, President
(402-740-7851)
Della Bauer, Treasurer
(402-697-8544)

Dick Williams, Vice-president
(402-330-5119)
Mary Langhorst, Secretary
(402-291-1585)

At-large Board Members
Mary Jo Havlicek (402-553-0224)
Tom Coenen,
(712-579-6333)
Scotty Stickels
(712-355-2842)
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300th Anniversary of the Mouth of the Platte Discovery
On June 16, 1714 a handful of Frenchmen led by Etienne Veniard, Sieur de
Bourgmont arrived at the confluence of the Missouri and Platte Rivers. They
were the first Europeans documented to set foot in what would become the
state of Nebraska. In fact, Bourgmont, in his report to the colonial
government describing the largest Missouri tributary, used the Otoe Indian
word for “flat, shallow water” Nibraskier. This was the first appearance of
that word in writing. Later back in Paris, in 1716 Bourgmont’s notes would
be used to create the first detailed map of the lower Missouri River. That
map was also the first to accurately locate the mouth of the Platte.
To commemorate the 300th anniversary of the European discovery of the
Platte River, a program was planned at the confluence of the Platte and
Missouri Rivers for Sunday June 22. The Missouri River, aided to a lesser
extent by the Platte River, had other ideas. It overflowed its banks, covering
the only access road to the site. Rather than cancel or postpone the
occasion, the Sunday venue was changed to Plattsmouth’s downtown
Entertainment Plaza.

Celebrating the 300th Anniversary!!!

Saturday’s events at the Cass County History Museum were unaffected.
Beginning at 11:00 in the museum courtyard activities were focused on
children. These were conducted by the Mouth of the Platte Chapter of the
Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation and the Cass County Retired
Educators Association. At 3:00 Michael Murphy performed. Sponsored by
Humanities Nebraska and the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, Michael is
Nebraska’s premier singer-songwriter-guitarist-flautist. Meanwhile, inside
the museum, visitors could view an exhibit “Story of the Platte as Told in
Maps” running through August 3.
The main celebration on Sunday June 22nd was attended by over 300. It
began at 4:00 with the dedication of the historical marker for Lewis & Clark’s
July 21, 1804 campsite and the plaques commemorating the visit of Lewis &
Clark to the mouth of the Platte. All three markers were erected at the
confluence. Regardless of being inaccessible due to the flooding, the
dedication was carried on with a large poster photo of the signs presented by
Miss Plattsmouth Ashley Baumgart and Bonnie Seyfer. Michael Smith, CEO
of the Nebraska State Historical Society, spoke. He was followed by Pat
Meisinger, who described the efforts undertaken to erect the original plaques
by Nebraska Game and Parks, which were swept away during the 2011
flood.

Three Markers Dedication from afar!!

Many visitors where attracted to the wares of Lizard, the fur-trader. Also
known as John Wilcox, Lizard is an expert fur trapper re-enactor. He
answered many questions on the displayed furs and the fur trade in general.
During intervals the Plattsmouth Community Band played period music,
followed by folklorist David Marsh, who described and played the music of
the time.
At 6:00 Plattsmouth City Historian Harlan Seyfer explained that Bourgmont
resided in obscurity with most of his documentation tucked away in French
archives. It wasn’t until the 1930s that his reports to the colonial government
began coming to light and 1979 when his map was rediscovered. Meanwhile
Pedro de Villasur in 1720 and the Mallet brothers in 1739 received credit for
being the first Europeans setting foot in what would become Nebraska.
The story of Bourgmont
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300th Anniversary, cont’d
Bethany Simoens, a 2014 Plattsmouth High School graduate, gave an excellent overview of OtoeMissouria Indian history. She described how the Otoe and Missouria were once related, but chose to go
separate ways, each settling in the Missouri Valley. Bethany explained the development of their trade with
the French, and how the two tribes eventually came back together. After the Americans purchased
Louisiana, the Otoe-Missouria were moved to a reservation in southeast Nebraska where they suffered
from lack of food, medicine, livestock and basic essentials. Finally the joined tribe was relocated to
Oklahoma, where most of their 3,000 members now reside.
Honorary French Consul Cedric Fichepain traced the relationship between the French and Nebraska,
noting that several landmarks bear the French influence in their names, notably the Platte River and
Papillion, “which is said to be one of the last of the late-18th century Parish-inspired frontier cities left in the
Midwest.”
Outstanding speech!!

Although neither Senator Mike Johanns nor Congressman Jeff Fortenberry could attend, they sent
congratulatory letters, which were read by Nate Blum from Congressman Fortenberry’s office.
Perhaps the highlight of the 300th anniversary commemoration came at the end with the performance of
Native American dances by the All Nations Dancers. Led and explained by Richard Barea, they
demonstrated both traditional and fancy styles. The dances are more than show, Barea said, “You’re not
dancing for yourself. You’re dancing for everybody, for those who went before you … for the grandparents
or maybe the mom or dad that died.”. – Harlan Seyfer

Fascinating performance!!

Ms. Shirley – the “crafty one”

Water duty for Pvt’s Bauer,
Wilcox, and Beck’s
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National Park Service’s 2014 Kite Expo: Visions of Lewis & Clark

The following is from the summer’s Metro Area Kite Expo 2014. Please see more pictures and information at
www.lewisandclarkkites.org –
“On May 3, 2014 over 2,000 people took to the lush, green grass of Tom Hanafan’s River’s Edge Park, in Council Bluffs,
Iowa. The site was the stage for the opening event of the National Park Service’s 2014 Kite Expo: Visions of Lewis &
Clark. It’s a unique perspective on a 19th century old story. The 1804 expedition of Lewis & Clark is studied by elementary
students every year and marveled by historians across the country. This day, its legacy took to the skies as kites
representative of the journey flew in the gentle breeze.
Terry Lee Zee is the owner/curator of the Visions of Lewis & Clark exhibition. The collection consists of thirty large-scale
kites that were commissioned from top kite builders all over the world to celebrate the bicentennial of the Lewis & Clark
expedition in 2004.
The thirty kites are on display in ten different locations throughout the Omaha Metro and Council Bluffs areas. Each kite
was inspired by a quote from the journals of Lewis & Clark and communicates a specific piece of the story. Visitors can
become “Kite Explorers” by locating the kites at nine of the ten sites. Those who choose to participate in the scavenger
hunt receive a sticker at each site. If they visit nine of the ten sites by August 20th they win a Visions of Lewis & Clark
knapsack. Kite workshops will also be offered during this time at a number of sites, so young and old alike can build their
own kite, get outside, and fly it!” – Scotty Stickels
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Who Joins the Lewis and Clark Study Groups and Why?
Commentary by Lew Massey

The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation in connection with the National Park Service, really has a plethora of sights for us
to learn about the history of our country. Under the Foundation are groups called Chapters. Our chapter is called Mouth of the
Platte. An off shoot of this chapter is the Lewis and Clark Study Group. This Study Group is a pinnacle treat for those locally
who love imagining the adventure of exploring our great country, getting a glimpse of the brilliance and bravery of the explorers
of the Northwest and a literary exposure to the dangers of the times (and those darn hordes of mosquitoes).
Can you imagine traveling upstream in nearly homemade boats with no motors on the boats as they hadn’t yet been invented? If
the wind was from the south or southwest, they could get some help from a sail or maybe relief from the mosquitoes; yet, they
still had to fight the current of the river with poles and oars. Then, there were always the little two-winged units named
mosquitoes attacking day and night every minute.
Who would be interested in learning about the trip those men took? They are people who have joined the Lewis and Clark Study
Group. They love to learn something new each week about the historical trip. They like associating with very motivated people –
a diverse group! A mixture of governmental workers, private business workers, self-employed individuals, a housewife, a
philanthropist, nurse and craftsmen, retired citizens, a hairdresser, an electrician, a welder, bookkeeper, archeologist, cabinet
maker, financial officer, retired military officer and an author. There is also a priest whose boyhood dream was to own his own
library (and we found out he does), a railroader who loves canoeing, a retired teacher of children who are deaf and others who
have behavior disorders. He also is addicted to mowing grass and teaching kids how to wrestle. His wife, a retired teacher of
the deaf explained to him that the reason he got along with the behavior disordered kids so well was because he, himself, was
(and still is) a behavior disorder!
It must be noted that these people do not work where they are under constant attack from the two-winged units – mosquitoes.
When the railroader is canoeing, however, his hobby occurs in mosquito territory. It must also be noted that the Lewis and Clark
Study Group meetings are always held where the members are safe from attacks by those two-winged units, the mosquitoes.
Imagine how sweet it was when the Corps of Discovery enjoyed the winter in North Dakota when the temperature was below
zero, leaving no mosquitoes. They were probably excited! I bet some of their conversation during those frigid times had to be
“giving thanks” for the lack of the little two-winged units.
Maybe those who rode the horses must have sat on them backwards so the horse tails would swat the two-winged units away
from their faces as the horses desperately tried avoiding the hordes. No wonder buffaloes evolved with great masses of hair
around their heads! And what about Pomp? His survival proves the great competence of his mother for saving him from being
drained of the life-giving plasma!
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Recent MOP Dinner Meetings Highlights –
April and May

April 2014 – Erv Friesen
 Funding challenges, but great news for now



Visitors from all 50 states and countries around
the world
Strong relationships continue with MOP and the
L/C Center in Nebraska City – enjoy one of the best
museums in our own backyard!!

May 2014 – Jim Swenson
 A look back to a special event
 Pictures and laughter from 10 years ago
 Echoes still ring up and down the Missouri and the

journey continues….

Join us for upcoming Dinner Meetings
5:00 Social – 6:00 Dinner – 7:00 Presentation
 July 26th – White Catfish Camp – Western Historic Trails Center


August 19th - @Tish’s – Recap of LCTHF Annual Meeting
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Missouri Network (Mid Mo), markets the trail from Rulo, Nebraska to
Pickstown, South Dakota on both sides of the river.
Visit the organization's website to learn more: www.lewisandclarkcountry.org
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Mouth of the Platte Chapter Memberships
All memberships are renewable annually by March 31.

Memberships
Individual membership....... $20

$ _____

Family membership.............. $25

$ _____

Student membership........... $10

$ _____

Business/Organization ....... $25

$ _____

Charitable contributions to support:
Mouth of the Platte Chapter programs

$ _____

Newspapers in Education ...............

$ _____

Boy Scouts of America activities ...

$ _____

Gifford Farm Lewis and Clark programs

$ _____

Western Historic Trails Center.....

$ _____

Total enclosed:

$ _______

Make Check Payable to:
Mouth of the Platte, Inc.
PO Box 3344
Omaha, NE 68103
Name

_________________________________________

Address __________________________________________
__________________________________________

City

__________________ State _____

ZIP _________

E-mail

__________________________________________

Phone

__________________________________________

Lewis and Clark interests __________________________________
Current member of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation?
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A Short Note from the Short Editor
Send any comments, suggestions, and ideas to -- editor4mop@gmail.com
Thanks for the support to date and in the future – Scotty Stickels

Mouth of the Platte, Inc.
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, INC
PO Box 3344
Omaha, NE 68103
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