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Welcome weary travelers!! MOP had the distinct pleasure to meet two adventurers of today
whom Lewis and Clark would greet as kindred spirits. Janet is attempting to be the first woman
to kayak solo down the Missouri-Mississippi Rivers. She started in April at Brower's Springs,
Montana and hopes to reach the Gulf of Mexico by November. Members of the Mouth of the
Platte chapter, Dick and Shirley Beck, Mary Jo Havlicek, Mary Langhorst, and Kira Gale,
awaited her arrival at the boat ramp in Haworth Park, Bellevue, Nebraska. She arrived at 5:30
pm in her modified 17 ft. kayak. When her adventure ends, she hopes to keep alive the story of
the great Expedition and the power of the river when she returns to a middle school classroom
next spring.
While in Omaha, Janet joined members of Mouth of the Platte chapter for an afternoon at Joslyn
Art Museum to view the Bodmer/Maximilian and Catlin exhibits and also viewed the exhibits at
the National Park Service Regional Building and met several NPS employees.
Scott arrived a day after Janet and was greeted by Mouth of the Platte members Della Bauer,
Mary Langhorst, Dick and Shirley Beck, Scotty and Kim Stickels, and Kira Gale. While in
Omaha, Scott traveled to Onawa, Iowa with Kira Gale to meet the boat builder, Butch Bouvier, to
try his hand at steering a keelboat on Lewis and Clark Lake. He reported that it was truly an
exciting time and steering a keelboat was much more difficult than navigating a paddleboard. He
stated, "It [keelboat] weighs about 12 tons so it was a bit difficult to pull tight with the dock with
just two people on the lines, but the helmsman did well steering it in. It turns very slow. Very cool
experience!" Quite a difference from the 14 ft. paddle board Scott constructed from a kit!
Scott traveled the Missouri River from Three Forks, Montana to St. Louis, starting his journey in
June and hopes to complete a documentary of his adventures sometime in the future.
Mouth of the Platte chapter was honored to host both Janet and Scott and provided them with
meals, lodging, and a hearty Lewis and Clark welcome to Nebraska as well as making them
honorary members of the Mouth of the Platte Chapter, LCTHF. – Mary Langhorst
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President’s Message
Greetings from your President;
The new year for MOP is starting well. All board members
agreed to serve another term in office, and the membership
affirmed their decisions by re-electing them. Thanks to the
board members for agreeing to continuing service.

Keepers of the Story ~ Stewards of the Trail℠
We preserve, promote and teach the diverse heritage of
Lewis	
  and	
  Clark	
  for	
  the	
  beneﬁt	
  of	
  all	
  people
Mouth of the Platte Chapter
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 3344
Omaha, NE 68103
mouthoftheplatte@cox.net ~~ www.mouthoftheplatte.org

Mouth of the Platte Activities
Annual Events:
June:

Lewis and Clark Festival
Lewis and Clark State Park
Onawa, IA

July:

White Catfish Camp
Western Historic Trails Center

MOP completed a great service to area youngsters with
its Lewis and Clark Family Days events through last summer.
Be certain to read the report elsewhere in this newsletter by
leader Shirley Enos on that great program. I thank Shirley for
her leadership, enthusiasm, and creativity in leading this
effort. I hope all MOP members will also thank her.
As a member of the Wednesday morning Study Group, I
thoroughly enjoy the informative and entertaining times
shared every Wednesday from 9:00-11:00 at Western Historic
Trails Center. Check out the reports on some of these
programs in this newsletter. If you find learning, fellowship,
good coffee and treats, and a few laughs, please join the 20
or so folks who meet every week to share information on "the
two old dead guys" that serve as the base of our organization.
We have some special dinner programs coming up, so save
the third Tuesday evening of each month for dinner at Tish's
and more great information and entertainment. You cannot be
unhappy with the food selection as you get to order directly
from the menu!
Finally, note the attractive, informative newsletter we have.
Thanks to everyone who contributes to I and especially thanks
to our editor, Scotty Stickels, for his leadership and his talents
in publishing it.

Council Bluffs, IA
Wednesday Morning Study Group:
9 a.m., most weeks
Western Historic Trails Center

Hope to see every member at a MOP event.
Sincerely yours,
Don Shippy

3434 Richard Downing Ave.
Council Bluffs, IA
Wednesday Evening Study Group:
6 p.m., fourth Wednesday of month
Village Inn
7837 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE

MOP Board of Directors Re-elected for 2013-2014
Don Shippy, President
(402-740-7851)
Della Bauer, Treasurer
(402-697-8544)

Dick Williams, Vice-president
(402-330-5119)
Mary Langhorst, Secretary
(402-291-1585)

At-large Board Members
Mary Jo Havlicek (402-553-0224)
Tom Coenen,
(712-579-6333)
Scotty Stickels
(712-355-2842)
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Final Report – MOP Summer Education Programs
The weekend of September 14 and 15, was the final scheduled event of our summer
education programs for 2013. Starting with an April and then a May event at WHTC, our
format was soon discovered to be ineffective in drawing any people. We needed to
change direction with how we were presenting our educational contributions in continuing
the story. In meeting with the MOP board in May I suggested that we use what we had in
the way of crafts and presenters and partner with other better known entities. I contacted
Nancy Williams, director of Gifford Farm and Erv Friesen at the Lewis and Clark Visitors
Center in Nebraska City and asked if we might work with them in some way. Both were
happy to have our help.
Our presentations at Gifford Farm this year were primarily to finish the agreement we had
with them in regard to a new tipi and bison hide acquired by Mouth of the Platte Chapter
for them through a grant from Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. However, they
were so pleased with our collective event that they have invited us to make our Lewis and
Clark Saturday on the farm an annual event.
Erv Friesen from Lewis and Clark Visitor Center in Nebraska City was happy to have us
contribute to their annual event, Lewis and Clark Reunion 6, over the weekend. He shared
with me that it was a complete success even with the light rain late that fell Sunday
morning. Total count of visitors Saturday was 150. Sunday was at least as well attended
but I did not received a final count. Our tipi demonstration was presented twice on
Saturday and twice on Sunday and was well received. Erv was particularly pleased with it.
The mosquito craft was fun for the kids and added in a small way to their awareness of
Lewis and Clark. Our Mouth of the Platte Chapter table handed out free copies of
Nebraskaland Magazine's issue of “America Looks West, Lewis and Clark on the
Missouri" to attendees passing by. Several home-school parents were happy to have this
magazine as were visitors from Alabama, California and local families.
To finish up, I believe what we are doing in partnering with other Lewis and Clark
organizations is the direction for our chapter to take toward our obligation to continue
telling the story of Lewis and Clark and their deep and rich imprint in our country's
history . I thank the board for their trust in me and the opportunity to have served our
chapter in this endeavor. – Shirley Enos

Dewey Brockman Retires
Ava Hastert presenting a lifetime member certificate to Mouth of
the Platte Study Group and gift to Dewey Brockman who
recently retired from the Western Historic Trails Center. Dewey
gave us much information about Council Bluffs and the
surrounding area for many years when the Study Group met at
the Trails Center. He also made a great pot of coffee for us
every Wednesday morning when we met for Study Group! We
wish him the best in his retirement and know we will miss his
friendship very much!! –Mary Langhorst
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LEWIS & CLARK & BOONE
The city of St. Charles, Missouri is an excellent destination for Lewis and Clark
enthusiasts. In the addition to the events in May 1804 and September 1806,
Governor Lewis and General Clark continued to make history. On May 24,
1804, when the expedition was on day 10 days, they passed Boone's
Settlement. Unfortunately for history, Daniel Boone was away, but their
respective paths would continue to cross to include their families. In the
historic section of St. Charles, the Missouri State Society Daughters of the
American Revolution has placed a marker at the eastern trail head of The Fort
Osage Trail. The marker reads:
The overland route linking St. Charles with the future site of Fort Osage in
present-day Jackson County was likely the earliest trail used by American
settlers heading west. On its eastern end the trail passed in the vicinity of the
later towns of Cottleville, Warrenton, Jonesburg, Mineola, Williamsburg,
Franklin, and Arrow Rock while following the ridges that divide the Missouri
River  and  Mississippi  River  watersheds.    In  1808,  Louisiana’s  Territorial  
Governor Meriwether Lewis assigned General William Clark to oversee
construction of a combined military fort and government-trading post for trade
with the local Indian nations. Originally called Fort Clark, it would be renamed
Fort Osage on August 25, 1808. General Clark and a mounted company of 80
St. Charles Dragoons consisting of 36 militia and 44 volunteers, set out for the
site of the proposed fort with their guide, Nathan Boone, son of Daniel Boone.
They traveled 247 miles before reaching their intended destination 11 days
later.

Again, St. Charles is a great destination and I believe things have improved
some  since  Clark’s  comments  a  few  years  ago  – “about 450 inhabitants;
their houses are generally small and but illy constructed; a great majority of
the inhabitants are miserably pour, illiterate and when at home excessively
lazy, tho' they are polite hospitable and by no means deficient in point of
natural genious”- Scotty Stickels

PLATTE RIVER “DISCOVERED” in 1714
On September 24th, new Mouth of the Platte Chapter
member, Mr. Harlan Seyfer presented a very interesting
program on "300 Years at the Platte's  Mouth”  at  the  Cass  
County Historical Society Museum in Plattsmouth, NE.
We  are  hoping  to  secure  Harlan’s  program  in  the  near  
future, so subsequently the following highlights are
intended to pique your interest in attending. The main
antagonist is Étienne de Veniard, Sieur de Bourgmont.
His life story includes clashes with military authority,
extramarital affairs, and arrest warrants from King Louis
XIV. The  image  at  left  is  of  his  “Missouri  Princess”  and  
her return from Paris in 1725. The mural is found at the
Missouri State Capitol building in Jefferson City. Stay
tuned  for  the  program’s  dinner  meeting  announcement.  –
Scotty Stickels
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SMALLPOX IN EARLY AMERICA
Small pox was a very serious threat to the founding fathers of our country.
During our Revolutionary War of independence with England, small pox was probably
more dreaded than the English troops. It inflicts unspeakable suffering upon its victims
and the disease is passed on only from person to person. So the War created a
perfect storm, immigrants from Europe and Africa and the mass movement of troupes
all helped spread small pox.
Also Washington was told that British were deliberately trying to spread the disease in
Boston so no one was to enter Boston without his permission. In Quebec, the
American army was not defeated by the British Army but mainly by the large number
of cases of small pox that the American Army suffered and died from. The people in
the towns were so afraid of efforts by some Doctors to inoculate them from small pox
that riots broke out and houses were torched. Four men were caught stealing clothes
that had been hanging outside one hospital that might well have been contaminated,
were tarred & feathered. Also strict laws were passed to prevent inoculation.
George Washington even got small pox but he was lucky because it was a mild case.
Throughout the 18th century, Americans seeking immunity to small pox had only 2
choices: to contact the disease naturally or to contact it by inoculation. Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams chose inoculation. Either one meant going through small
pox and it was a risky business. However, the chances of dying from inoculation were
far less that catching the disease from an infected person. Dr. Edward Jenner saw that
cowpox was a much milder disease that was closely related to small pox. However in
Washington’s  day,  vaccination  was  not  an  option.  Jenner’s  tract  on  the  subject  
appeared in print only a year before Washington died in 1799.
Lewis & Clark were well aware of the effect of the disease on the Native American
populations. Thomas Jefferson instructed Lewis to take a supply of cowpox to
inoculate the Indians against small pox but the results were not successful. - Richard
L. Beck

Mandan Indians
"Focusing on the history, traditions, and material culture
of the Mandan people, the documentary integrates
historical imagery, contemporary interviews with residents
of Fort Berthold, interviews with historians and research
specialists, and ethnographic and archeological data that
trace 800 years of Mandan resilience, adaptability, and
continuity in the Upper Missouri River Valley. It begins
with contemporary portrait of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and
Arikara people and travels backwards through space and
time, recounting the unspeakable tragedy and loss
incurred by the construction of the Garrison Dam; the
peak of Mandan population, power, and prosperity as
agriculturalists and traders on the Heart River during the
16th century; and the origins of a cultural identity that is
bound in memories of ancestors and inextricably tied to
the Missouri River landscape." – MOP Study Group DVD
presentation
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Recent MOP Dinner Meetings Highlights –
July, August, and September
July 2013 – White Catfish Camp

~ 40 members and guests
Tough, but fair Trivia Contest
Great food, great friends, great time

August 2013 – George Shannon Visit

Outstanding presentation – highlighted post expedition
success by the youngest member of the Corps
Bill Hayes - Director of the Mayhew Cabin and Historic
Village including John Brown Cave in Nebraska City, NE

September 2013 – MOP Annual Meeting

Report from 45th LCTHF Annual Meeting
Board re-elected

Join us for upcoming Dinner Meetings @ Tish’s!!!
5:00 Social – 6:00 Dinner – 7:00 Presentation

October 15th – Bev Hinds presents Ding Darling
November 19th – Nat’l renowned J. Gregg Smith Marketing
Promoting MidMo’s Lewis and Clark Country from Monticello to Fort Clatsop
December 17th – MOP Christmas Party/Silent Auction/Special Entertainment
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Missouri Network (Mid Mo), markets the trail from Rulo, Nebraska to
Pickstown, South Dakota on both sides of the river.
Visit the organization's website to learn more: www.lewisandclarkcountry.org

BOOK RECYCLING
DONATION OPPORTUNITY
Bev Hinds, the scheduled speaker for Mouth of the
Platte October 15th meeting, is in charge of the
research library at the new Visitor Center at Lewis
and Clark State Park in Onawa, Iowa.
The library is in the development stage and Bev has
made a plea for books.
She asks that anyone who wants to donate
appropriate books to contact her first. Please, no
children’s  books.
Bev can be reached at:
Phone - 712-252-2364
E-mail - bjhinds@longlines.com
Address - 3121 Grandview Blvd Sioux City, IA
51104-3933
Members can also contact Bev at the October 15
meeting
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Remembering Robert King

Robert L. King
Nov 12, 1930 – Aug 22, 2013

La Nell King, a member of the Mouth of the Platte Chapter for many
years and a regular attendee at LCTHF annual meeting as “one of
the golden girls” lost her husband, Robert, on August 22nd. Robert
and La Nell were married for 56 years with two children, Alan and
Kriss (King) Figueira. He is also survived by his granddaughter,
Angelia Figueira; brother, Larry King and wife Shirley, Cedar
Rapids, IA. Lt Col King retired from the United States Air Force.
Many MOP members can recall with a smile how La Nell would
refer to Robert as “old Bob King.” La Nell is currently residing with
her daughter in Colorado. Our condolences are with La Nell and
her family.

LCTHF 2013 Annual Meeting – July 2013
MOP Images from Bismarck ND

Dick and Shirley Beck, Della Bauer
at LCTHF Annual Meeting

Mary Langhorst and Biddle the L & C Bear
at Fort Mandan

Mouth of the Platte Chapter is proud of Dick’s and Della’s service to
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation Board of Directors
DICK WILLIAMS HAS COMPLETED HIS TWO TERMS OF SERVICE FOR THE LCTHF
FOUNDATION – CONGRATS ON HIS SIX YEARS – A JOB WELL DONE!!!!
DELLA BAUER EXEMPLIFIES HER EXAMPLE OF SERVICE BEFORE SELF AS SHE
CONTINUES HER FIRST TERM – WE WISH YOU NOTHING BUT SUCCESS!!!
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As many of you know, our chapter is one, if not the largest, in the Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation. Ms. Margaret Gorski is the new President and her welcome
message was recently posted on the foundation site and it is reprinted here. As a
reminder, our annual dues for the Mouth of the Platte chapter do not include
membership to LCTHF…please consider supporting the Foundation. – MOP Board of
Directors
A message from our President ...
Welcome to the website of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation! (www.lewisandclark.org)
Here you will find information about who we are and our proud
history of being a member organization since 1969 dedicated to
sharing the incredible story of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and
to protecting the natural and cultural resources that were vital to
the  success  of  the  Corps  of  Discovery’s  journey  from  Monticello,  
Virginia, to Fort Clatsop, Oregon, and back.
Our mission is to preserve, promote and teach the diverse heritage
of Lewis and Clark for the benefit of all people. Local Chapters
organize projects and events and assist the National Park Service
in carrying out their mission of protection, use, and enjoyment of
the visitor and recreation resources along the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail. We strive to be inclusive of all voices and
perspectives with the goal of maintaining high standards for
historic accuracy, relevance, and trail stewardship.

Margaret Gorski
President, Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation, Inc

We hope you will consider joining our organization and enjoying
the experience of learning more about the expedition and their
journey that continues to inspire and evoke passion some 200
years after the Corps launched their little fleet. As historian Donald
Jackson said, "Every generation rediscovers Lewis and Clark".
Have fun on your own voyage of discovery!
Margaret Gorski
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Mouth of the Platte Chapter Memberships
All memberships are renewable annually by March 31.

Memberships
Individual membership....... $20

$ _____

Family membership.............. $25

$ _____

Student membership ........... $10

$ _____

Business/Organization ....... $25

$ _____

Charitable contributions to support:
Mouth of the Platte Chapter programs

$ _____

Newspapers in Education ...............

$ _____

Boy Scouts of America activities ...

$ _____

Gifford Farm Lewis and Clark programs

$ _____

Western Historic Trails Center .....

$ _____

Total enclosed:

$ _______

Make Check Payable to:
Mouth of the Platte, Inc.
PO Box 3344
Omaha, NE 68103
Name

_________________________________________

Address __________________________________________
__________________________________________
City

__________________ State _____

ZIP _________

E-mail

__________________________________________

Phone

__________________________________________

Lewis and Clark interests __________________________________
Current member of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation?
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A Short Note from the Short Editor
Send any comments, suggestions, and ideas to -- editor4mop@gmail.com
Thanks for the support to date and in the future – Scotty Stickels

Mouth of the Platte, Inc.
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, INC
PO Box 3344
Omaha, NE 68103
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