
              
 
 
 
 

                                       
 

                                       
 

                                       
 
           
 
                                                          

 

Special Interest 

Articles: 

 
• Update on 

Missouri River 

Travelers  

 

• Ding Darling 

 

• River of Promise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual 

Highlights: 

Platte River 5-6 

Dinner Mtgs 7 

 

CONGRATULATIONS SCOTT AND JANET!!!! 
 

Scott Mestrezat completed his journey to St. Louis on September 21st!! 
See his 107 day story at www.missouririversup.com 

 
Janet Moreland arrived at the Gulf of Mexico on December 5th!! 
See her incredible adventure at www.loveyourbigmuddy.com 

 
 
 

The Lewis and Clark Spirit Lives On!!! 

Mouth of the Platte Newsletter 

Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 

ÍÑyíBraxge (Ee-Nee-Brath-ga)(Otoe-Missouria) 
Volume 2013, Issue 4 Dec 2013 

http://www.missouririversup.com/
http://www.loveyourbigmuddy.com/
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Keepers of the Story ~ Stewards of the Trail℠ 

We preserve, promote and teach the diverse heritage of  

Lewis and Clark for the benefit of all people 
 

Mouth of the Platte Chapter 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3344 
Omaha, NE 68103 
mouthoftheplatte@cox.net   ~~  www.mouthoftheplatte.org 
 

Mouth of the Platte Activities 

Annual Events: 

June: Lewis and Clark Festival 

 Lewis and Clark State Park 

 Onawa, IA 

July:  White Catfish Camp 

  Western Historic Trails Center 

  Council Bluffs, IA 

Wednesday Morning Study Group: 

 9 a.m., most weeks 

 Western Historic Trails Center 

 3434 Richard Downing Ave. 

 Council Bluffs, IA 

Wednesday Evening Study Group: 

 6 p.m., fourth Wednesday of month 

 Village Inn 

 7837 Dodge Street 

 Omaha, NE 

President’s Message 

 

Hold for Don 

Greetings from your President; 
 
Happy New Year! MOP started its year on October 1 with an 
experienced board and some great plans. Check out the notices of 
upcoming meetings and other Lewis and Clark-related activities for 
your participation. Note especially such events as the February 15 
program at noon with Dr. Gary Moulton, The 57th Annual Missouri 
Valley History Conference at Embassy Suites Downtown/Old Market, 
Omaha, Nebraska, on March 6-8, 2014, and this year's theme: 
"Indigenous Peoples: Cultures, Adaptations, and Survival", the 
celebration commemorating the 300th Anniversary of European 
Discovery - Mouth of the Platte at Plattsmouth, NE on June 14-15. 
 
In recognition that we are coming up on the Tenth Anniversary of the 
great events commemorating the Bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition in this area, the Board is planning a “reprise” of some of the 
events of special significance from the Bicentennial - programs from the 
National Lewis and Clark Historic Trail, the development of the Lewis 
and Clark Center in Nebraska City, the boat museum on Onawa, and 
several other ideas. It should be interesting and entertaining to revisit 
these special aspects ten years after the Bicentennial. Look for these 
events and – if you have special events or programs you’d like an encore 
presentation of, let someone on the Board know about it. 
 
Thanks to Dick Williams for his service on the Trail Heritage Foundation 
Board. Even though Dick is no longer on the Foundation Board, he 
continues to share his leadership and vast Lewis and Clark experience 
with MOP and with MidMO as he serves on the boards of both of these 
organizations. MOP still has able, enthusiastic representation at the 
national level through Della Bauer.  
 
Several members continue to participate in other national and regional 
activities to tell the story and preserve the Trail. Dick and Shirley Beck, 
Mary Langhorst, Scotty Stickels, Father Tom Coenen, and Della Bauer 
come to mind, but I’m certain there are others. If you do something 
related to Lewis and Clark, please share it with the chapter through a 
newsletter article, a study group program or a dinner program.  
 
Lots going on, lots of opportunities to tell the story of one of the great 
expeditions of our country’s history. Please stay involved and support 
and share the experiences. 
 
Sincerely yours; 
 
Don Shippy 
 

 

MOP Board of Directors Re-elected for 2013-2014 
 

  Don Shippy, President 
        (402-740-7851)   Dick Williams, Vice-president  

       (402-330-5119) 
  Della Bauer, Treasurer  
       (402-697-8544)   Mary Langhorst, Secretary  

     (402-291-1585) 

  At-large Board Members   
     Mary Jo Havlicek   (402-553-0224)    
     Tom Coenen,         (712-579-6333) 
     Scotty Stickels        (712-355-2842) 
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Iowan’s Role in the Birth of the Lewis and Clark Trail – Ding Darling 

Sioux City, Iowa native and Des Moines Register Cartoonist-Conservationist, Jay Norwood 
“Ding” Darling had a vision for a marked ribbon of wildlife conservation rest areas across the 
eleven western states bordering the Lewis and Clark’s route to the Pacific, which was a basic 
migratory route for water fowl. After his death in 1962, The J.N. “Ding” Darling Foundation was 
formed by his Des Moines, IA friend Sherry R. Fisher. By 1963 Congress passed Resolution 
NO.61 approving a Lewis and Clark Trail. In 1964, Public Law 88-630 formed, The Lewis and 
Clark Commission, which was chaired by Fisher until it ended 1969. According to Darling’s 
grandson, Christopher Koss, “the Foundation sponsored a contest for a trail sign symbol for 
Darlings vision. Des Moines Register artist Frank R. “Bob” Davenport designed the winning 
iconic and ubiquitous “pointing finger” silhouette. By 1969 the highway signs were erected in 
every trail state.” 
 

By 1965 some trail States had formed Commissions. Iowa-Nebraska formed in 1966. October 
2, 1968 Public Law 90-543 The National Trails System Act was created.  It named fourteen 
proposed land based trails to be studied. The 1804 and 1806 routes of Lewis and Clark from 
Wood River, IL to the Pacific were included.  In 1970 the private Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation (LCTHF Inc.) was formed.   
  

 

Ding Darling’s “Wanted more and better game refuges” cartoon 

is an example of his desire for conservation.  

See more of his work at University of Iowa’s Digital Libraries  

http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/ding 

 

Army Corps of Engineers: January 1968 Recreation Aspects of Lower Missouri River Omaha-Kansas City Districts: expressed how 

the Corps worked closely with the Trail Commission for river related wildlife and recreation. Chet Worm MOP member and Corps 
retiree shared Corps data for this report.   
 

The April 1974 publication, A Potential Addition To the National Trails System Summary of Findings and Alternatives, recommended 
major land-based non-motorized recreation trail areas be located principally in the Dakotas, Montana, the intermountain regions 
along the Columbia River, and a 104 mile hiking trail on Idaho’s Lolo Trail.  It recommended alternative #3 to, “Designate the corridor 
The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail, and establish it along 574 miles of high potential trail segments.”   
 

May 1, 1974 Council Bluffs Nonpareil newspaper article reported, “The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation officials informed the Iowa-
Nebraska Commission that the 1974 study concluded the Lewis and Clark Trail did not meet criteria established for a national scenic 
trail, land-based, non-motorized 200 miles or more, and away from civilization.” [Bureau of Outdoor Recreation now under National 
Park Service] 
 

June 1975 Department of Interior’s Lewis and Clark Trail Study Proposed National Historic Trail publication “designated the 3,700 

mile route, for development confined to twenty-one federally administered areas. Non-included trail states were to administer 
complementary areas.” No main trail sites were listed in Iowa or Nebraska. 
 

October 12, 1975 the Nonpareil reported, “with the help of Iowa Governor Ray, the Iowa-Nebraska inactive commission leaders 
reorganized, objected to the plan, referred to the Floyd National Historic Landmark Monument in Sioux City, and pumped new life 
into local Lewis and Clark sites.” 
 

July 26, 1978 the National Act is changed to The National Park and Recreation Act. It was amended to provide that The National 

Lewis and Clark Trail include all eleven states bordering the Lewis and Clark Expedition route from Wood River, IL, to the Pacific 
Ocean. – Evelyn Orr   
  

http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/ding
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River of Promise, Lewis and Clark on the Columbia, by David L. Nicandri 

 – Book Review by Richard N. Williams 
 Working for the National Park Service in 1991, I accepted a position as a manager 
for the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. The job required that I read many 
Lewis and Clark books, travel the trail and attend many lectures, and meetings of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, as well as other organizations. 
 
One of the people I met in the 1990s was David Nicandri, then Director of the 
Washington State Historical Society.  He was a member of the National Council of 
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and one of the organization’s early Presidents.  At 
a recent meeting of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation I spoke with 
David and obtained a copy of River of Promise. Author Clay Jenkinson was also at 
that meeting.  I recently read Jenkinson’s book The Character of Meriwether, and 
found it to be an informative and perceptive book.  Jenkinson reported at the 
meeting that the eminent Lewis and Clark scholar James Ronda categorized River 
of Promise as one of the most important books on the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 
recent times.  I decided that I needed to read this book. 
 
Nicandri has several themes which run through the book. He says that Jenkinson, 
who wrote the forward, was an influence on his writing. Some of Jenkinson’s 
themes, continued by Nicandri, relate to the personality and character of Meriwether 
Lewis.  Lewis and Clark scholars and amateur historians have long known that 
Lewis was moody, sometimes aloof, solitary, and failed to keep consistent journals. 
However, in most of the “Lewis and Clark” community, Lewis is a hero.  In another 
theme, Nicandri spends a great deal of time addressing many issues he calls Lewis 
and Clark lore and mythology.   
 
 The book concentrates on the journey from Lemhi Pass to the Pacific Ocean and return, and is oriented around the 
geography, and failure to actually find a “northwest passage”. Nicandri sees the segment from Lemhi Pass to the Pacific 
Ocean as the most important phase of the great historical journey. After all, the Missouri River from St. Louis to the Mandan 
villages was a well-traveled highway in those days.  From the Mandan villages to Lemhi pass the journey was relatively easy 
and they had no interactions with Native Americans. Lemhi Pass to the Pacific Ocean was the segment where real 
hardships began. Here was the Bitterroot Mountains. Here they interacted often with the Native Americans.  Here was the 
mighty Columbia River. Here they spent the miserable winter months at Ft. Clatsop.   
 
Nicandri spend time in the book making arguments to convince the reader that the Lewis and Clark Trail ends at Station 
Camp, on the north shore of the Columbia River. During the Bicentennial, there were friendly disagreements between 
Nicandri and Cindy Orlando, then Superintendent of Fort Clatsop National Memorial, as to where the Lewis and Clark Trail 
ends.  Where, geographically, did the expedition reach the goal of finding the mouth of the Columbia? The argument is 
analogous to the one in the East as to where the trail begins. Ms. Orlando went with Fort Clatsop as the end of the trail, 
while Nicandri insisted that the actual end of the trail was at Station Camp, on the north side of the river.  Each may have 
been arguing a point of local pride, although in my view, Lewis and Clark Expedition clearly began and ended in the mind of 
Thomas Jefferson. 
 
Nicandri spends time in the book deconstructing the “vote” at Station Camp and tracing the myth to Stephen Ambrose and 
Dayton Duncan. The emotional Duncan famously extolls the vote as a seminal moment in the democratic history of America, 
where a black slave, an Indian women and enlisted Army soldiers all voted on an important issue. Nicandri says there was 
no “vote”, but merely a consensus-building “town hall” meeting designed to get the men committed to the Captain’s already-
made decision. Remember, a similar situation occurred at the Marias River when all of the men wanted to take the north 
fork. Lewis and Clark’s “vote” were the only ones that counted. In an earlier event near today’s Elk Point, South Dakota, had 
the enlisted men voted to elect a replacement for Sargent Floyd that did not meet the Captain’s approval, a different decision 
would have been made by Lewis and Clark.  
 
River of Promise looks closely at the relationship between Lewis and Clark and the Indian Tribes, as well as the relationship 
between the Captains.  Lewis and Clark lore and myths related to these issues are critically examined.  The Journals of 
Lewis and Clark (edited by the great scholar Gary Moulton) were, after all, written by men who were enlightened, educated, 
“civilized” followers of the Renaissance man, Thomas Jefferson. We know little of the real thoughts of the Indian peoples 
they encountered.  Lewis and Clark could not comprehend or even imagine the Indian point of view. Lewis and Clark wrote 
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River of Promise, cont’d 
 

 
 “civilized” followers of the Renaissance man, Thomas Jefferson. We know little of the real thoughts of the Indian peoples they 
encountered.  Lewis and Clark could not comprehend or even imagine the Indian point of view. Lewis and Clark wrote knowing 
the eyes of western civilization historians were on them.  Nicandri, as well as Jenkinson, sees Lewis as ego centric, making 
sure he was seen as the primary “discoverer”.  Nicandri goes to great length to show that many times Lewis and Clark were 
emulating and trying to best Alexander Mackenzie. Their copy of Voyages from Montreal was always close at hand when 

writing their journals.  
 
The Stephen Ambrose inspired view that Lewis and Clark were always the best of friends, if not brothers always in sync, is 
also examined. Nicandri provides persuasive arguments that Lewis and Clark did have disagreements and their relationship 
occasionally bordered on contempt for the other’s attitude and decisions.  Friends, co-captains, yes, but did Lewis think of the 
expedition as “his” enterprise? Did Clark sometimes strongly detest Lewis’ behavior and methods?  Nicandri brings forth 
evidence to establish a positive answer to those questions. 
 
Many books on Expedition end at Grinder’s Stand on the Natchez Trace.  Nicandri presents an interesting theory which 
modifies the popular Ambrose argument that Lewis was suffering from manic depression prior to his suicide. Nicandri says that 
the modern diagnosis should be more akin to Post Traumatic Distress Disorder (PTSD). The signs of the mental disorder, 
according to Nicandri, can clearly  be seen as early as the miserable, wet, cold, depressing winter months at Ft. Clatsop, and 
further manifest themselves during the return journey. PTSD may be as good a diagnosis as manic depression, or malaria, or 
whatever.   At any rate Nicandri falls in line with most credible scholars that Meriwether Lewis committed suicide in 1809 at 
Grinder’s Stand. 
 
I found River of Promise to be insightful and increased my understanding of the history of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
David Nicandri is an extremely articulate individual and his book is very well written. It was easy reading and brought home his 
themes in a manner I found easy to understand and comprehend. I found most of his arguments persuasive. However, 
questions such as where the trail ends, or whether Lewis had PTSD or was manic depressive, are matters of pure speculation, 
maybe fun to discuss, but without much importance to the history.  I believe that Ronda is surely correct, River of Promise is a 

major new book in the literature of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. I highly recommend reading this very important book. 
- Richard N. Williams 
 
 
 

The first documented visit by Europeans to the mouth of the Platte River 
occurred 300 years ago – to be exact on June 16, 1714.  Etienne de Veniard, 
sieur de Bourgmont and a handful of men were privately financed by Antoine 
Laumet, sieur de Lamothe Cadillac, founder of Detroit, then Governor of 
Louisiana.  Both Bourgmont and Cadillac were colorful characters. 

Facing arrest for poaching, Bourgmont fled France to la France Nouvelle.  The 
latter – with very ill defined boundaries – was a wedge through the middle of 
North America: from the St. Lawrence River Valley down the Mississippi to the 
Gulf of Mexico.  In New France, Bourgmont was placed in temporary 
command of Fort Detroit when Cadillac was called away.  While in command, 
he became involved with another officer’s wife.  Shortly after Cadillac’s return, 
Bourgmont deserted, Madam Tichenét accompanying him.  Monsieur Tichenét 
was incensed, the French Troupes de la Marine outraged, and the local priest 
scandalized.  It didn’t take long for word to get back to France, where King 
Louis XIV issued an order for Bourgmont’s arrest.  

Meanwhile Bourgmont developed a flare for diplomacy with the Indians.  He 
was on friendly terms with the Missouri and their close relatives farther up the 
Missouri River, the Otoe.  Married to the daughter of a Missouri chief, 
Bourgmont was already trading with both tribes.   

 

 
 

Sieur de Bourgmont, a Cadillac, and the Mouth of the Platte 
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Sieur de Bourgmont, a Cadillac, cont’d 

 
One Louisiana historian noted that Cadillac “possessed a long pedigree, but an empty purse.”  After he assumed the 
Governorship of Louisiana in 1713, he remembered his young, impetuous colleague.  When the warrant for Bourgmont’s 
arrest arrived, Cadillac went through the motions, but little else.  Cadillac and Bourgmont struck a deal.  Cadillac would 
personally finance an expedition up the Missouri River lead by Bourgmont.  Along the way the latter would establish treaties, 
identify sites for trading posts, and map the river.   

Bourgmont recruited a crew (no more than a dozen men) and acquired trading goods in Kaskaskia in present-day Illinois.  
Bourgmont and his voyageurs began their journey up the Missouri in March 1714, and by June they reached the Platte River.  
Along the way Bourgmont kept a journal and a navigation log of bearings and distances traveled.  Upon his return, He 
published these as “Exact Description of Louisiana” and “The Route to Be Taken to Ascend the Missouri River,” respectively.  
The latter, the navigation log, was used by the French cartographer Guillaume Delisle in 1716 to create the first detailed map 
of the Missouri River as far as the Platte, which also was shown for the first time on any map.  In the “Exact Description” 
Bourgmont named the Platte the Nibraskier, the first documented use of the term applied to the state.  Bourgmont and 
company where the first white men documented to set foot in the future state of Nebraska.  

Even after Cadillac was recalled to France, Bourgmont continued to serve the Louisiana colonial government as explorer, 
intelligence agent (mostly against the Spanish) and ambassador to the Indian tribes.  Eventually the crown awarded him a full 
pardon, the Cross of St. Louis, and an appointment as “Commandant of the Missouri River.”  

Bourgmont died on his estate at Cerisy, Normandy, in December 1734. – Harlan Seyfer, Historian, Plattsmouth Historic 
District 

 

 
 

First detailed map of the Missouri River 

French cartographer Guillaume Delisle in 1716  



Mouth Of the Platte December 2013 Newsletter                                                   

 

   Page 7 

 

 

Recent MOP Dinner Meetings Highlights – 

October, November, and December 

 

                           

                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 2013 – J. Gregg Marketing Update 
 Exciting times for Lewis and Clark Tourism 

 Circle tours; dynamic website updates 

 MidMo success driving work in other states 

December 2013 – Platte River Discovery 
 Bourgmont’s Adventures 

 First use of “the Nibraskier” 

 June 2014 celebration in work 

 

 

Join us for upcoming Dinner Meetings @ Tish’s!!! 
5:00 Social – 6:00 Dinner – 7:00 Presentation 

 

 January 21st – John “Lizard” Wilcox, Mountain Men 
 

 February 15th – Dr. Gary Moulton, Sacagawea 

                                                   

 March 18th – Brent Wojcik, Sergeant Floyd 
 

 

October 2013 – Ding Darling by Ms. Bev Hinds 
 Very enlightening!! 

 Valuable understanding of the beginning of LCTHF 

 Everlasting legacy  
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Missouri Network (Mid Mo), markets the trail from Rulo, Nebraska to  
Pickstown, South Dakota on both sides of the river.   

Visit the organization's website to learn more: www.lewisandclarkcountry.org 

 
 

  
 
 

     
 
 

 
 
 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As many of you know, our chapter is one, if not the largest, in the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation.  As a reminder, our annual dues for the Mouth of the Platte 
chapter do not include membership to LCTHF…please consider supporting the the 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. – MOP Board of Directors 
 

 
 

 

 
 

www.lewisandclark.org 

http://www.lewisandclarkcountry.org/
http://www.lewisandclark.org/
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Mouth of the Platte Chapter Memberships 
 

All memberships are renewable annually by March 31. 

 

Memberships 
 

Individual membership....... $20                          $ _____ 

 

Family membership.............. $25                          $ _____ 

 

Student membership ........... $10                          $ _____ 

 

Business/Organization ....... $25                          $ _____ 

 

Charitable contributions to support: 
 

Mouth of the Platte Chapter programs                           $ _____ 

 

Newspapers in Education ...............                              $ _____ 

 

Boy Scouts of America activities ...                           $ _____ 

 

Gifford Farm Lewis and Clark programs                $ _____ 

 

Western Historic Trails Center .....                             $ _____ 

 

 

Total enclosed:                                                       $ _______ 

 

Make Check Payable to: 

 

Mouth of the Platte, Inc. 

PO Box 3344 

Omaha, NE 68103 

 

Name _________________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

City __________________  State _____  ZIP _________ 

 

E-mail __________________________________________ 

 

Phone __________________________________________ 

 

Lewis and Clark interests     __________________________________ 

 

Current member of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation?      
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Mouth of the Platte, Inc. 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, INC 

PO Box 3344 

Omaha, NE 68103 
 
 
 

  

  

 A Short Note from the Short Editor 

Send any comments, suggestions, and ideas to -- editor4mop@gmail.com  

Thanks for the support to date and in the future – Scotty Stickels 

 

 


