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SUMMARY
Ohio River Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
Fall Meeting 2013, New Harmony, IN
October 11-13, 2013
ORC Members gathered Friday afternoon in southwestern Indiana along the Banks of the
Wabash River in Historic New Harmony for their Fall Meeting. The headquarters hotel was The New
Harmony Inn. The Red Geranium Restaurant was the location for Friday evening’s dinner followed by

The New Harmony Inn

New Harmony Convention Center

Dr. Pitzer’s Introductory lecture. The New Harmony Convention Center hosted the Saturday Business
Meeting and buffet dinner.

Red Geranium Restaurant, site of Friday evening’s dinner and Dr. Pitzer’s introductory lecture.
ORC Guests at the Red Geranium Friday evening included Linda Warrum, Dr. Donald Pitzer, and
his wife Joann. Linda, tour director for Historic New Harmony, led our Saturday tour of Historic New
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Harmony and the Maximilian-Bodmer Collection. Linda gave a brief summary of Saturday’s upcoming
tours then gave the following introduction for Dr. Pitzer:
“Don Pitzer is professor emeritus of history and director emeritus of the Center for Communal
Studies at the University of Southern Indiana in Evansville. He graduated from Whittenburg University in
humanities, earned his master’s and Ph.D. degrees in history from Ohio State University, and was a
scholar- in- residence at Harvard.
For more than forty-five years the springboard for Dr. Pitzer’s research in the field of communal
utopias has been the early nineteenth-century Harmonist and Owenite communities at New Harmony,
Indiana. He has taught, lectured, and published internationally on New Harmony, communal history, and
his theory of ‘developmental communalism’. He is a founder and first president of the Communal Studies
Association and the International Communal Studies Association.”

Dr. Donald Pitzer, Chuck Crase

ORC Friday Evening Dinner, Red Geranium Restaurant

Dr. Pitzer with slide of cover of his book, New
Harmony Then and Now, 2012, Indiana University

Linda Warrum
Tour Director
Historic New Harmony
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Linda Warrum and Jim Keith on tour.

Notice Community Oven Building behind the
Robertson’s and Smokehouse behind the
Wilson’s.

Harmonist homes were all the same size, with 10 windows and one side door. They were plastered,
insulated with “Dutch biscuits”, and were laid out with a kitchen and two rooms on first floor and two
bedrooms upstairs. There was a wood stove for heating and cooking. Baking was at the communal oven
located on each block. The lots were small, with a garden, barn, and just enough room for farm animals.
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The Rapp-Owen Granary, and Fort??

Granary Flower Garden

Brad & Georgia Brakke and Ellen Boruff with
original millstone.

Granary Street

Community House No. 2 on Main Street, Prince Maximillian stayed here. Linda discusses “Dutch
biscuits”, the print shop, residence hall, office building and other uses for this building.
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The Opera House, renovated and restored. Georgia and Jerry stage center.

The Lichtenberger Building, circa 1845, on Main Street, houses the Maximilian-Bodmer Collection
The ORC spent Saturday afternoon viewing the Maximilian-Bodmer Collection and getting a
summary lecture from Linda Warrum on the history of the Bodmer prints and the various collections.
Linda has communicated with the Joslyn, the Fort Mandan Foundation, and has traveled to Germany
several times to visit Maximilian’s castle, speak with his family and visit the archive building where the
collection was rediscovered. Her passion for this story and her systematic telling of the collection’s
historical journey cleared our confusion over the various collections.
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Prince Maximilian wrote “Travels in the Interior of North America”, circa 1839, based on his
1832-1834 expedition across America and up the Missouri River. He selected 81 of Karl Bodmer’s
paintings to illustrate the book. The paintings were engraved on copper and steel plates, printed, and
bound into sets to accompany the book, circa 1840 in Paris. The Maximilian-Bodmer Collection in New
Harmony is one of these set of prints that they were able to purchase , mount, frame and display in the
Lichtenberger Building. The entire Maximilian collection of journals, maps, letters, notes, drawings, and
all of the Bodmer paintings were stored in an archive building on the castle grounds, then lost in place
for the next 100 years. The collection was then rediscovered post World War II and eventually wound
up at the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha, Nebraska. The Joslyn has all of the Maximilian and Bodmer
originals from this expedition. The Joslyn has translated, edited, and published Maximilian’s journals in a
three volume set which is now available through their bookstore. About 1990 the Joslyn had a second
set of prints made from the original plates in London. These also are considered original prints since
they were made from the original plates. The Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan Foundation have a set of
these prints. In the last two years the ORC has been able to view each of these collections at Omaha
2011, Bismarck 2013, and New Harmony 2013.

Convention Center on Saturday Night, ORC Business Meeting, Buffet Dinner.
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Sunday morning the ORC crossed the Ohio River to Henderson, KY to tour the John James
Audubon Museum. This museum holds all of Audubon’s original paintings, many original engraved
plates, and many original prints from his paintings. The ORC had an outstanding tour and a great
explanation of how to get from the original painting to the engraved plate to the finished print. The
museum also has a section on the Civilian Conservation Corps, who built this building and the
surrounding park.
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Landing Ship Tank-325 Cargo Bay, Front Ramp allows unloading cargo directly on enemy shores.

Sunday afternoon
wound up with tour of
LST-325, a WWII tank ,
troop, and cargo
landing craft anchored
in Evansville, IN. This
LST is the only one that
is still sea worthy.
Navy Vet Bob Cerling,
our tour guide, served
on a battleship in the
Pacific theater during
WWII and to this day
remains pretty salty.
The Crase’s & Koss’s
topside with a true
American hero.
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Ohio River Chapter Members at Historic New Harmony

