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Della Bauer (Right), President of 
Mouth of the Platte Chapter, and Mary 
Langhorst (Left), Chapter Secretary. 

Memorable Events During 
the 4 Days of LCTHF Annual Meeting 

Yes it was hot, and yes it was humid, but when you have a great place to meet like the 
Embassy Suites in Omaha, and luxury air-conditioned tour buses to take you to some 
very historic areas and visit the very places that Lewis and Clark themselves visited and 
wrote about in their journals, it creates an entirely memorable experience.  And so it was 
this year in the Omaha/Council Bluffs areas of Nebraska, Iowa, and South Dakota. See 
Page 3. 

MOP Hosts 2011 Annual Event 
This year, the annual meeting of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation was 
hosted by the Omaha, Nebraska/Council Bluffs, Iowa based Mouth Of The Platte Chap-
ter of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation.  All the folks at the Mouth Of The 
Platte deserve a hearty pat on the back.  Once again, huzzah!  In this Special Issue, in 
words and photos, we hope we’ve preserved a sense of the great time that was had by 
all who attended.  Please visit MOP’s website by clicking here. 

Camp Pomp, a Lewis & Clark 
Experience for Kids of the LCTHF 
Camp Pomp is for the children and grandchildren, ages 6 to 18, 
of LCTHF members, and this year was another success story of 
the 43rd Annual Meeting.  Camp Pomp kids participated in activi-
ties such as wood burning crafts, fish painting, Dutch Oven 
cooking, and learned about Lewis and Clark from educators and 
re-enactors.  Read what Andrea Spencer has to say about her 
experience at Camp Pomp this year on page 4. 

MOP’s ‘First Encounters’ Theme is a Hit 
at LCTHF 43rd Annual Meeting; Huzzah! 

LCTHF Controversy Spills Over Into 
the Press.  ‘Rift Tears Group!’ 
The weather in Omaha was seasonably warm for August, but the 
heat was not only outdoors for the LCTHF.  There were occasionally 
heated words indoors as well, at the pre-activities board meeting and 
at the Members’ Business Meeting.  Fortunately the contentiousness 
did not keep anyone from enjoying the activities and excursions to 
several area historical Lewis & Clark sites.  Read one LCTHF mem-
ber’s opinion on page 8, and if you’re up to it, submit your own. 

Contact Us 
Contact The Pirogue at ThePirogue@eotp.net about receiving this 
publication, or joining the Encounters On The Prairie Chapter of the 
Lewis & Clark  Trail Heritage Foundation. 
  
EOTP Board Members 
Bill Stevens, President; email; bill.stevens@eotp.net 
Chuck Schroyer, Vice President 
Beverly Lewis, Secretary/Treasurer; email: beverly.lewis@eotp.net 
Rich Avilla, Editor/Publisher, The Pirogue; email: rich.avilla@eotp.net 
Dorinda Daniel, Board Member 
Frenchy Taft, Board Member 
Richard Phillips, Board Member  

pictures, Pictures, PICTURES! 
There was no end to the photo ops at this year’s LCTHF Annual 
Meeting, and we’re only sorry we had to be very selective as to 
which ones to display in our Special Issue’s photo spread.  We 
know everyone got some great shots this year, as you no doubt 
do every year.  So as you look over the ones we got, make sure 
you  show off your own to your family and friends, and tell them 
what a great time you had!  See ours beginning on page 5. 

Kira Gale, Local Area Treasure 
The Pirogue would like to recognize Kira Gale as a special 
member of the Mouth of the Platte Chapter for adding richness 
and detail to the discussion of the Tri-State area history.  Please 
click here to visit Kira’s website. 

http://www.mouthoftheplatte.org/
http://www.lewisandclarktravel.com/
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After we had returned from a successful LCTHF Annual Meeting in Omaha, we were 
shocked and saddened to learn that our friend and steadfast advocate for the Lewis & 
Clark story, a leader in the stewardship of The Trail, Jane Randol Jackson, had unexpect-
edly passed away in her home. 

Thank you, Jane, for giving so much of yourself to the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation.  We shall miss your presence and we know that your wish for those of us who 
remain is to proceed on!  Until we meet again, dear friend. 

In Memoriam 

Jane Randol Jackson 



The Pirogue 
Encounters On The Prairie Newsletter 

Page 3 
Volume 1, Issue 3a 

The 43rd Annual Meeting of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foun-
dation is now in the books.  Hosted by the Mouth Of The Platte 
Chapter of the LCTHF, the main gathering place for the 2011 An-
nual Meeting, from July 31st to August 3rd,was at the Embassy 
Suites in the Market Square area of downtown Omaha, Nebraska. 

There were over 140 attendees at this year’s meet with Lewis & 
Clark fans from LCTHF chapters all over the country, some flying, 
some driving long distances to be at the Foundation’s signature 
event of the year. 
 

Upon arriving at the Embassy Suites, LCTHF members were 
greeted by blue-shirted Mouth Of The Platte Chapter volunteers, 
with gift bags of books, area maps, a schedule of events, and bro-
chures of local attractions.  Since all the volunteers are local resi-
dents, they were everyone’s ‘go to’ people for directions to any-
where in the Omaha area, and could be overheard quite often issu-
ing their response to one of the first questions asked from newly 
arriving members, “First door on the right”. 
 

Some members plan their summer vacations to coincide with LCTHF 
annual meetings.  Mike Nelezen, for example, from Wisconsin’s 
Badger Chapter, was on a multi-state road trip and spent 4 days of it 
attending the meeting.  Lou Ritten, President of the Illini Chapter, took 
a circuitous route from his home in La Grange, Illinois, visiting favorite 
locations along the way. 
 
The weather over the four days was in a word, hot, but we were pro-
vided with full-size, air-conditioned touring buses, and plenty of water 
and energy snacks.  And a special thanks goes out to the NPS 
Ranger ‘Jolene’ who was born in Omaha, and entertained riders on 
the ‘Sergeant Floyd’ bus with readings from the Lewis & Clark Jour-
nals and talked about other local history. 
 
Especially moving was our experience in Sioux City, Iowa, at the re-
enactment of the funeral of Sgt. Charles Floyd which was performed 
at the site of the Floyd Monument, the final resting place of the only 
member of the Corps of Discovery to die during The Expedition. 
 
Other sites LCTHF members visited included a trek to the top of Spirit 
Mound, an 83 foot high earthen mound, 9 miles from the shores of 
the Missouri River.  According to Indian legend the mound was inhab-
ited by “little deavels in human form” who would kill any human who 

ventured near.  Lewis and Clark, and a several members of the Corps 
were the first white men to visit Spirit Mound, and reported not seeing 
any small evil creatures brandishing weapons. 
 
Our last day, August 3rd, was every bit as memorable as the first 3, 
with a visit to Fort Atkinson, Iowa, where Lewis & Clark’s first council 
with the Otoe Missouri Indians was re-enacted near the area where 
this first encounter actually happened. 
 
As we all headed home the morning after the LCTHF Awards Ban-
quet, a bit tired, but full of wonderful memories and many great photo-
graphs of the past few days, the consensus was that this was yet 
another great LCTHF Annual Meeting.  Well done Mouth of the Platte! 

LTCHF 2011 Annual Meeting in Omaha, Congrats MOP! 

Dr. Gary Moulton from Lincoln, Nebraska, and information technol-
ogy guru, Ken Jutzi from Camarillo, CA, were among the attendees. 

The ‘Blue Shirts’!  Mouth of the Platte Chapter member/volunteers 
were everywhere, and offered smiles, friendly conversation, and 
‘quality’ information.  Above left to right, Bob Hastert, Evelyn Orr, 
and Marian, Meyer, strategize as the 4-day event begins. 

Lou Ritten, Illini Chapter President with his wife, Carolyn, “Della 
Bauer and Mary Langhorst, and their crew did a great job dealing 
with record-breaking flooding and extreme temperatures. I espe-
cially liked the whole day of the bus trip up to Spirit Mound”. 
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‘Camp Pomp’ 
By Andrea Spencer 

(Editor’s note:  Andrea Spencer, 12, was one the ‘Camp 
Pomp Kids’ at this year’s Annual LCTHF Meeting.  We asked 
Andrea what Camp Pomp was like, and she was kind 
enough to write an article for The Pirogue about her experi-
ences at this year’s Camp Pomp.) 
 
 
Camp Pomp was very interesting.  We were very excited 
about it!  There were seven of us attending the camp.  On 
the first day we talked about ‘The Corps of Discovery’ and 
shared what we knew about them.  We also did geo-caching 
and talked with re-enactors.  ‘Pierre Cruzatte’ was one of the 
re-enactors.  He played the violin and the fiddle.  We played 

some instruments that he had brought and danced with him.  
The other re-enactor was Mrs. Marks. She talked about her 
son, Meriwether Lewis, and her life.  The last re-enactor was 
William Clark.  He was awesome! 
 
On the second day of Camp Pomp we had a very yummy 
lunch.  It was a Dutch oven cooked meal. We ate bison and a 
fruit cup with the same type of fruit that Clark had on his 
birthday! 
 

For Clarks’ birthday a teacher named Mrs. Waters made a 
chocolate cake.  We made possibility bags like Lewis and 

Clark had.  Another activity we did was to make fish prints on 
paper and bags. 
 

The best thing we did at Camp Pomp was make animal paw 

prints in clay!  Others enjoyed the wood burning tool and burned 
a design in a wooden chair that we gave to the Western Trails 
Center. 
 

I had such a great time at Camp Pomp, and I know other kids 
would love it too!  Please bring your children and grandchildren 
to the next camp, and I promise they will learn tons about Lewis 
and Clark and have a great time! 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Spencer with a Corps of Discovery re-enactor. 

Daniel Slosberg from the California Chapter is a re-enactor who 
interprets the Corps of Discovery’s Pierre Cruzatte.  Above, Slos-
berg entertains and engages Camp Pomp kids with the music 
Cruzatte would have played for the men of the Expedition. 

The kids of Camp Pomp with ‘Mrs. Marks’, ‘Captain Clark’, and 
‘Pierre Cruzatte’, aboard a life-size model of the Corp of Discov-
ery’s Keel Boat. 



August 2011, Omaha NE/Council Bluffs, IA - Everyone who attended this year’s Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation’s an-
nual meeting owes the Mouth of the Platte Chapter a big thank you for serving up a wonderful set of experiences for all the atten-
dees who drove, rode, and flew in from all corners of the country to participate in, and commemorate the Corps of Discovery’s 
passage and experiences through what is now the Omaha and Council Bluffs area. 
  
This year’s theme, ‘First Encounters’ celebrated and marked several key events of The Expedition which took place in the area; 
Lewis and Clark’s first encounters with the Peoples of the area, known as the Otoe Missouri Indians (although they are also known 
as the Missouri Otoe Indians), the passing and burial of Sergeant Charles Floyd, the only member of the Corps of Discovery to die 
during the entire journey, and their introduction to local Indian folklore. 
  
Although St. Louis, Missouri, is considered the point at which The Expedition officially started, the area of present-day Omaha and 
Council Bluffs was really the ‘jumping off’ point where the Corps actually began their exploration of heretofore largely unknown 
regions of the country.  By the time they reached this area, three months after their departure from St. Louis, rowing against the 
current of the Missouri River, these intrepid explorers were now literally on their own.  As for anything they needed for subsis-
tence, if they did not already have it with them, they would have to improvise, barter for it, or do without.  Indeed, were it not for the 
benevolence of some of the friendly Indians they encountered, and their own wits, the men may well have not survived, 
  
Barely a week after Sergeant Floyd’s death on August 20th, 1804, another member of the Corps, Private George Shannon failed to 
return after going out to search for some lost horses near present day Yankton, South Dakota.  Imagine the dismay the entire crew 
must have felt after having lost one of their key personnel, and now not knowing the fate of yet another one of their own, and the 
youngest member of the Corps at that. Shannon, who was 18 at the time, was fortunately reunited with his comrades 15 days later 
on September 11th. 
 
So this was the backdrop of the four wonderful days that was the 43rd annual meeting of the LCTHF in the Tri-State area of Ne-
braska, Iowa, and South Dakota, and the activities orchestrated by Della Bauer, Mary Langhorst, Dick Williams, and the rest of the 
members of the Mouth of the Platte Chapter will be remembered as yet another excellent, educational, and fun time that was had 
by all who were fortunate enough to be there.  With this then, we present the following collection of photos as a remembrance of 
the four days at the LCTHF 43rd Annual Meeting!  Click here for a special ‘Spirit Mound’ collection of photos. 

The Embassy Suites and Conference Center in downtown Omaha, near the recently restored Market Square area provided the venue 
for most of the indoor activities during the 2011 LCTHF Annual Meeting, and provided welcome relief from the near 100 degree and 
high humidity weather.  Among the amenities offered were full complimentary breakfasts, featuring cooked to order omelets and pan-
cakes in a spacious dining area; a great place to meet up with fellow Lewis and Clark enthusiasts over breakfast and coffee before 
starting out each day’s activities. 
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Four Memorable Days, 
The 43rd LCTHF Annual Meeting in Omaha! 

http://www.eotp.net/LCTHF%202011%20Spirit%20Mount%20Trek.pdf
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Set up day!  LCTHF chapters with booths and area artisans 
spent Saturday, July 31, setting up their wares for sale in one of 
the ample conference rooms of the Embassy Suites. 

Not just for Grownups.  Kids at Camp Pomp this year got a taste of 
what is was like cooking, playing, and creating art without electricity 
and modern-day conveniences.  What?!  No Nintendo!  No XBox! 

Enjoying the outdoors indoors, inside the air conditioned atrium 
at the Joslyn Museum after Clay Jenkinson’s Talk, ’In the Foot-
steps of Lewis & Clark: Prince Maximillian and Karl Bodmer’. 

These Were The Days in August, 4 Memorable Days! 

In Sioux City, Iowa, re-enactors commemorate Sergeant Charles 
Floyd’s burial with full military honors near a monument erected in 
his honor.  Floyd was the only member of expedition to die during 
expedition. 

George Drouillard (Darrell Draper) tells the story of his life from 
the time he meets his spirit brother, a red-tailed hawk, until he, 
Drouillard, joins the hawk in flight after being killed during an 
Indian attack.  Above, Jerry Simmons, from Sioux Falls, SD, as 
Toussant Charbonneau joins in as Drouillard tells his story. 

Even today, crimes at Fort Atkinson seldom go unpunished, and 
LCTHF members are not exempt.  Later found to be completely 
innocent of unspecified charges, Dr. Brad Tennant, a history pro-
fessor at Aberdeen Presentation College, SD, was thankful he was 
not subjected to a spell in the sweat box! 
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Re-enactors, including Peyton ‘Bud’ Clark (seated in uniform), 
a direct descendant of William Clark, re-create Lewis & Clark’s 
first encounter with the Otoe Missouri Indians at Fort Atkin-
son, Iowa. 

Kaboom!  This cannon was fired for visitors at the Western 
Trails Museum in Council Bluffs, Iowa.  No special reason for the 
firing.  It was there, and there was powder available, so why not? 

Flooding on the Mighty Mo!  This picture, taken from the Lewis & Clark Monument above Council Bluffs, with Omaha in the background, 
shows the flood waters along the Missouri River.  The red circle shows where the south-bound lanes of  Interstate 29 emerge from waters 
that have spilled over the river’s banks. 

Four Days of History, A Lifetime of Memories! 

The Encounters On The Prairie Chapter was well represented at this years LCTHF Annual Meeting.  
Left to right are: Randy Kidd, President Bill Stevens, DeeAnn Stevens,  Lynne Avilla, Rich Avilla, 
Brad Tennant, Beverly Lewis, Jerry Simmons, Gayle Simmons, Richard Phillips, and Mark Smith. 



‘That Ole Gang of Mine’ - Opinion by Dave Pidcock 
 

Back in the 40’s, when I was a young boy in Minneapolis, and prior to moving out to the country, I lived on Washburn 
Avenue South.  On our block there were probably 15 kids or more, all about the same age, between 8 and 12 years old.  
We kind of formed a fellowship group.  We called ourselves, the ‘Washburns’, and the kids over on Vincent called them-

selves the ‘Vincents’, and the kids on Upton, the ‘Uptons’.  It seemed that we 
Washburns did everything together.  We played baseball together, were in and out of 
each others’ homes reading and trading comic books, eating at each other’s house, and 
when winter came, we made plans for winter activities.  This was a neat group with a 
great deal of camaraderie – talk about the good old days! 
 

Then one day a couple of new boys showed up who had recently moved into the 
neighborhood, and they began hanging out with us, but it seemed that they immediately 
tried to change what the group was always doing.  It took the fun out of everything, and 
caused a lot of friction; and then, in eerie coincidence to recent developments within the 
LCTHF, they wanted to move the clubhouse!  So, the group decided to take a vote, be-
cause even kids that age can understand what it means to be fair and open. 
 

So that old gang of mine, we took a vote as to how we were going to conduct the group 
and the activities we wanted to pursue.  That was the group process that had been so 
much of the fun of belonging.  In the process, the majority prevailed and the two new 
kids stopped hanging out with us, and soon everything was back to normal. 
 

It looks like the LCTHF is now teetering in about the same situation.   Until recently, 
we’ve had a solid Foundation, with many super chapters and members who are the life 

blood of this organization, carrying out many worthwhile projects that have sustained the interest in Lewis & Clark 
throughout  America.  But now find ourselves at a crossroads, similar to what my old group faced in Minneapolis back in 
the 40’s, and although we still have much of that ‘ole gang’ in us, there are some new kids on the block who seem bent 
on making fundamental changes our group in ways that go against the grain of long established traditions. 
 

True, we must be able to adjust in some ways in order to keep abreast of the times, and we do need to question some of 
the ways we do things, especially in how we sustain ourselves to remain a viable and dynamic organization, but  we need 
to be careful lest we throw out the baby with the bathwater. 
 

It seems that some of the members on the Foundation board could use a little more creativity and vision in initiating a 
plan, or plans, for raising operating funds without destroying everything we’ve built.  This lack of vision is causing division 
and controversy within the Foundation’s membership, and this controversy has spilled over into the press.  Click here to 
read some of the negative press coverage that this controversy has generated. 
 

Although, for the time being, the most radical of the new ideas, moving the LCTHF Headquarters out of Great Falls, Mon-
tana, has been somewhat quelled, thanks to the continuing efforts of stalwart LCTHF Directors at Large, Gary Moulton, 
Jay Buckley, Dick Williams, and Bill Stevens, and we all owe these four, and many others, a debt of gratitude, but it’s not 
over yet.  There are some in the LCTHF Executive Committee who cannot let it go, and are resorting to inflammatory and 
puerile rhetoric, so the winds of controversy continue to swirl.  All we’ve worked for, and built, can still be destroyed if we 
don’t continue to stand up for our convictions and fight the good fight.  Let’s keep our LCTHF Headquarters in Great Falls! 
 

Soon, we will all have an opportunity to vote on several initiatives in a member opinion survey to be mailed out to the 
LCTHF membership.  It’s not certain if moving the headquarters issue will be on it, although some in the executive com-
mittee are sure trying to get it included.  Either way folks,  I ask you to please read all the information, discuss it with your 
friends, and then vote with your heart. 
 

Dave Pidcock, Vice President, Portage Route Chapter; email:  DEPVisionQuest@aol.com. 

 

 

 

(The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect the views of The Pirogue, and are presented as a public 
service.  Opinions are welcomed at The Pirogue and  replies to the above article will be published the Fall issue which will 
be released in early October 2011.  All entries are subject to editing for content and space.  –Ed) 
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Dave Pidcock 

http://www.eotp.net/TribOmahaArticles2011Aug.pdf

