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Seaman –  
We Hardly  
Know Ya! 

By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

When we study the Lewis and Clark Expedition one of the members we en-

joy reading about is Captain Lewis’s dog Seaman.  We have to smile when 

we read about Seaman.   Yet, in truth, we actually know very little about 

Seaman’s relationship with the captains and the members of the Corps of 

Discovery. 
 

There really are not that many journal entries that deal with Seaman and 

most of the time he is referred to as “the dog”, “my dog”, or “his dog”.  

There is also the issue of duplicate entries where Lewis, Clark, Ordway, 

Whitehouse, or Gass might make an entry about the same event.  Consider-

ing all this, there appears to be some 40 entries in the Journals that pertain to 

Seaman.  That is not many entries to tell us a lot about Seaman and his rela-

tionship with Lewis, Clark, Sacagawea, Pomp, and all the rest of the mem-

bers of the Corps. There are some hints, but it is hard to tell other than by 

making assumptions. 
 

A few basic things we know are:  The first mention of Seaman is on Septem-

ber 11, 1803 when Lewis writes, “…Observed a number of squirrels swim-

ming the Ohio River and universally passing from the W. to the East 

Shore…I made “my dog” take as many each day as I had occasion for, they 

were fat and I thought them, when fried, a pleasant food…”  This journal 

entry introduces the fact that Captain Lewis has a dog along on the expedi-

tion but little more. 
 

On November 16, 1803 Lewis provides us with a little more information 

about his dog.  “…One of the Shawnees, a respectable looking Indian, of-

fered me three beaver skins for “my dog” with which he appeared much 

pleased.  “The dog” was of the Newfoundland breed, one that I prized much 

for his docility and qualifications generally for my journey and of course 

there was no bargain.  I had given $20 for “this dog” myself…”  We now 

know Lewis purchased a dog and how much he paid for it but note that we 

have not, as yet, been told the dog’s name. 

During this time in history:   

(February 1805 - August 1806) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of the 

Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary E. 

Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.) 

                               

Our journal entries deal with the youngest expe-

dition member Jean Baptiste Charbonneau.   Jean 

Baptiste was born at Ft. Mandan and was grow-

ing up while on the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  

There are limited journal entries pertaining to 

him and he is never referred to by name but there 

are enough entries to give us an idea of what he 

experienced on his exciting journey. 

 
February 11, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Lewis: “…

About five o’clock this evening one of the wives 

of Charbonneau (Sacagawea) was delivered of a 

FINE BOY.  It is worthy of remark that this was 

the FIRST CHILD which this woman had born 

and as is common in such cases, her labor was 

tedious and pain violent.  Mr. Jusseaume in-

formed me that he had frequently administered a 

small portion of the rattle of the rattle snake…and 

that hastened the birth of a child.  Having the 

rattle of a snake by me…he administered two 

rings of it to the woman…and I was informed that 

she had not taken it more than ten minutes before 

she brought forth…” 

 

 April 13, 1805, Dunn County, ND, Clark: “…A 

sudden squall of wind struck us and turned the 

pirogue so much on the side as to alarm Charbon-

neau, who was steering at the time…  Believing 

this vessel to be the most steady and safe, we had 

embarked on board of it our instruments, papers, 

medicine and the most valuable part of the mer-

chandise which we had still in reserve as presents 

for the Indians.,.   We had also embarked on 

board ourselves, with three men who could not 

swim and the squaw with THE YOUNG CHILD, 

all of whom, had the pirogue overturned would 

most probably have perished, as the waves were 

high and the pirogue upwards of 200 yards from 

the nearest shore; however we fortunately es-

caped  and pursued our journey…” 

 

(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) (Continued on page 2) 
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Captain Clark makes a 

journal entry on July 5, 

1804 which includes the following: “…We came to for 

dinner at a beaver house.  Captain Lewis’s dog, Seamon, 

went in and drove them (the beaver) out…”   This is the 

first time we are told the dog’s name and note that it is 

Clark who provides us with the name and, not surprising-

ly, he misspelled it.  Today we write it as Seaman.  Re-

member also that for years, due to interpretation of the 

writing in the journals, the dog’s name was considered to 

be Scannon.  

 

The last mention of Seaman is on July 15, 1806 at the 

Great Falls in Montana; “…The mosquitoes continue to 

infest us in such manner that we can scarcely exist…”my 

dog” even howls with the torture he experiences from 

them…”  

 

Much of what we “know” about Seaman is based on a 

few more journal entries and his activities.  We have 

made assumptions about the feelings Lewis, Clark and 

the Corps had for Seaman as well as his behavior or con-

duct based on the limited number of journal entries we do 

have.  Are we right or wrong? 

Let’s look at the breed of dog we are dealing with.  A 

Newfoundland dog is a fairly large dog, the average male 

standing about 28 inches and weighing about 150 pounds.  

They can be either black, brown, or white and black in 

color.  The “Newfie” is described as an intelligent breed 

being rather docile, having a calm disposition, is trust-

worthy and watchful and at the same time being loyal and 

willing to protect owners, family etc.  The dog has 

webbed feet and is a powerful swimmer.  The breed be-

came known for water rescue of sailors, putting in and 

taking out fishing nets and taking the ships line into shore 

for landing.  It is believed that a Newfoundland saved 

Napoleon Bonaparte from drowning after falling over-

board during his return from Elba.  

 

I recently read the book “Sea of Glory, America’s Voy-

age of Discovery; the U.S. Exploring Expedition” by Na-

thaniel Philbrick.  The author tells the story of the 1838 – 

1842 expedition to the South Pole led by Lt. Charles 

Wilkes.  At one point the author makes the comment: 

“Providing Wilkes with some much-needed distraction 

from the tensions of the voyage was a new acquisition 

that he had gained in Australia: a giant Newfoundland 

dog named Sydney…in the 19th century they were such a 

common shipboard sight that they were known as ship 

dogs…In the months ahead, Sydney became a favorite 

with the crew…”  Here then, is a good reference to the 

Newfoundland being docile, trustworthy and intelligent.  

 

The author describes Sydney when the ship arrives at 

Fiji: “…Everywhere Lt. Wilkes went, whether afloat or 

ashore, Sydney was never far away.  The Newfoundland 

liked to stand at the bow and as soon as the boat touched 

the beach, the dog leaped into the sand and chased away 

any nearby natives.  As Lt. Wilkes conducted his obser-

vation surrounded by an armed guard, Sydney prowled 

about the area, growling menacingly if anyone dared ap-

proach.  ‘I think I owe my life to him’…, Lt. Wilkes re-

called.  The natives were all very much afraid of him, and 

a word from me would have caused him to seize any of 

them…It may easily be conceived the attachment I had 

for him and his love for his master.”  Here is an excellent 

example of the “master” telling us about his feelings for 

his dog; of his Newfoundland’s watchfulness, loyalty and 

protection.  Do we have such an expression from Captain 

Lewis?  I thought I would take a look and see how feel-

ings about Seaman were expressed compared to those of 

Sydney.   

 

Many of the entries concerning Seaman deal with his 

hunting abilities, retrieving skills  and especially his habit 

of chasing game into a body of water, drowning it and 

then retrieving it.  This occurred in his hunt of squirrels, 

geese, deer, elk goats and antelope and Seaman is contin-

ually referred to as “my dog”, 

“the dog” or “our dog”. 

June 29, 1805, Great Falls, MT, Clark: “…A torrent of rain and hail 

fell more violent than ever I saw before…and gave us time only to get 

out of the way of a torrent of water which was pouring down the hill 

…with immense force…I took my gun and shot pouch in my left hand 

and with the right scrambled up the hill, pushing the Interpreters wife 

(WHO HAD HER CHILD IN HER ARMS) before me…we at length 

reached the top of the hill safe where I found my servant in search of 

us, greatly agitated for our welfare…” 

 

May 23, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, ID, Lewis: “…Charbonneau’s 

CHILD is very ill this evening.  He is cutting teeth and for several 

days past has had a violent lax, which having suddenly stopped, he 

was attacked with a high fever and his neck and throat are much swol-

len this evening.  We gave him a dose of cream of tartar and flour of 

Sulphur and applied a poultice of boiled onions to his neck as warm as 

he could well bare it…” 

 

June 3, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, ID, Clark: “…the CHILD is nearly 

well; the inflammation on his neck continues but the swelling appears 

to subside.  We still continue the application of the onion poultice…” 

 

June 8, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, ID, Clark: “…the CHILD has nearly 

recovered…” 

 

July 25, 1806, Pompeys Pillar, MT, Clark: “…at 4 P.M. arrived at a 

remarkable rock…this rock I ascended and from its top had a most 

extensive view in every direction.  This rock, which I shall call 

POMPY’s TOWER is 200 feet high and 400 paces in circumfer-

ence…” 

 

August 20, 1806, Arikara Village, SD, Clark’s letter to Charbonneau: 

“…As to your little SON (my boy POMP), you well know my fond-

ness for him and my anxiety to take and raise him as my own child.  I 

once more tell you if you will bring your son BAPTIEST to me I will 

educate him and treat him as my own child…” 

(Continued from “Grey Column” page 1) 

(Seaman-Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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On August 25, 1804; 

Seaman and a group are 

hiking to Spirit Mount in South Dakota and Lewis com-

ments, “…’the dog’ gave out & we sent him back to the 

creak…”  Clark refers to Seaman as “Our dog”. 
 

April 25, 1805, Lewis comments “…’My dog’ had been 

absent during the last night and I was fearful we had lost 

him altogether, however, much to my satisfaction, he joined 

us at 8 O’clock this morning…”    Here Lewis displays 

some emotion towards Seaman. 
 

On May 19, 1805, Lewis tells us “My Dog” was bit by a 

beaver and “….I fear it will yet prove fatal to him…”  Here 

a bit more emotion is shown but no name is spoken. 
 

During the night of May 28, 1805, a Bison charges through 

the camp and Lewis says “…’My dog’ saved us by causing 

him (the Bison) to change his course…”   A good acknowl-

edgement but again, the name Seaman does not appear. 
 

I love Lewis’s entry for August 17, 1805 when the Corps 

meets the Shoshone Indians.  The Shoshone were astonished 

by all the things the Corps had with them and also with “…

the sagacity of ‘my dog’…”  Sagacity is having wisdom, 

deep insight, judgement, perception etc.  This is a one word 

high compliment to Seaman. 
 

On April 11, 1806, Indians attempt to steal Seaman and 

Lewis orders 3 men to retrieve “the dog” and to shoot the 

Indians if necessary.  This seems to be a strong feeling to-

wards Seaman. 
 

On July 5, 1806 Lewis mentions Seaman’s Creek, apparent-

ly named after his dog. He doesn’t say this directly, but it 

would seem it is to honor Seaman as he has the other mem-

bers of the Corps. 
 

In the book “Sea of Glory” the comments about the Sydney 

brought to mind the things I don’t know about Seaman and 

have to assume.  In some journal entries Lewis seems to 

show affection for his dog Seaman and in others, well, not 

so much.  It would have been nice to have more entries and 

more detail about Seaman and his relationship with Lewis 

and Clark and especially with Sacagawea and Pomp as well 

as members of the Corps. 
 

Additionally, it would be wonderful to have details relative 

to things like if Seaman traveled with Lewis and was in-

volved in the encounter with the Blackfeet Indians or did 

Seaman make it back safely to St. Louis and if not, what 

happened.  If Lewis would have published his journals, we 

may have had more information about Seaman. But as it is, 

we don’t have those details. So Seaman, we hardly know ya.   
 

In 1841, Lt. Wilkes and the U.S. Exploring Expedition were 

on the Columbia River exploring and charting the landscape 

and river.  35 years after Seaman was exploring the Colum-

bia another Newfoundland, “Sydney”, was following in his 

footsteps. 

 

President’s Message 
By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

As you read this issue of “Field 
Notes” I sincerely hope that all of 
you are in good health.  Our daily 
lives have certainly been im-
mensely changed by a little thing 
called the Coronavirus or COVID
-19.  Our Lewis and Clark activi-
ties have also been affected. 
 
In the January issue of “Field 
Notes” we indicated that our next chapter meeting would be 
at the Waunakee Public Library on May 2, 2020 and Lou 
Ritten, President of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation, would be our guest speaker.  As you are aware, 
due to COVID-19, many businesses are closed, including 
libraries, and as a result, I am sorry to report that THE 

MAY 2ND BADGER CHAPTER MEETING IS CAN-
CELLED.   Like everyone else, we will monitor the situa-
tion and see when the next chapter meeting can be held and 
will advise the membership accordingly.   
 
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation will have a 
board of directors meeting sometime in mid-April to discuss 
and evaluate what action should be taken relative to upcom-
ing chapter meetings which the Foundation President and 
Executive Director were to attend.  Some of the chapter 
meetings may be cancelled.   In addition, the board will be 
evaluating what might be done relative to the 52nd annual 
meeting of the Foundation, August 2 through 5, in Char-
lottesville, Virginia.  At the present time there is a notice on 
the Foundation website, www.lewisandclark.org, to delay 
registering for the meeting and post meeting tours until fur-
ther notice.  The Foundation will continue to monitor the 
COVID-19 situation and I suggest you make periodic visits 
to the website to keep up with the status of Foundation ac-
tivity, especially the annual meeting.     
 

The first Badger State Chapter meeting of 2020 was held at 
the Fond du Lac library on February 29th and it was well 
attended.  Our board of directors approved our annual dona-
tion to the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation in the 
Amount of $500.  This is the 14th straight year we have 
made a financial donation to support the Foundation.  After 
our meeting our guest speaker was Joel Kroenke from 
Shawano, Wisconsin and Joel gave an excellent presenta-
tion.  See Mary Strauss’s article in this issue of “Field 
Notes”. 
 

I feel I must offer some insight into the “Tale of/by 2 coats” 
article in January’s issue of “Field Notes”.  After our Chap-
ter board meeting; the attendees went to lunch and then de-
parted for home.  Unfortunately, Jim Gramentine and I took 
each other’s coat.  Once we realized this and after cellphone 
calls and meeting again out on the Interstate, we exchanged 
to our correct apparel.  Jim Gramentine wrote the clever 
story of the coats and we are still laughing about the entire 
situation. 

 (Continued on page 4) 

(Seaman-Continued from page 2) 

http://www.lewisandclark.org
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In the January issue of “Field 
Notes” we included a “Quiz of the 
Month” which included a picture of a fireplace/furnace struc-
ture and you were asked how it was used by the Corps of Dis-
covery.  The photo is of a reproduction of the fire place located 
at Seaside, Oregon which was used to make salt for the Corps, 
then located at Fort Clatsop.  Did you recognize it?  Lewis and 
Clark Journals editor, Gary Moulton, indicates that three to 
four bushels of salt were produced at the salt camp.  The camp 
operated from late December 1805 until February 21, 1806. 
 
I close my message to you all with a wish and a prayer that you 
all remain safe and healthy.  Together we will survive this chal-
lenge.   

 

Maps through Time 

By Mary Strauss 

 
Our Badger State Chapter 
had the pleasure of welcom-
ing a map collector as a 
speaker to our last meeting 
held Feb. 29, 2020 in Fond 
du Lac, WI. 
 
Joel Kroenke of Shawano, 
WI brought some of his ex-
tensive collection, enough to completely fill nine 8’ tables. 
He has a degree in Urban Studies, taught school, and 
worked for a business that took him to many cities in Wis-
consin. As he gazed the scenery from high points, it peaked 
his interest in geography and cartography. And so his map 
collecting habit began. 

Joel intrigued us with maps starting in the 1600s. Fr. Claude 
Allouez (1620-1689) circumnavigated and charted Lake 
Superior in 1667. His map has beautiful cartouche drawings 
on the borders. 
 

We explored the NW Territory maps of 1787 and 1798. 
There were maps of how the US looked in 1804, 1815 – 22 
– 24 – 25 - 30 as our borders expanded. Mexico was repre-
sented by an 1829 map. 

The French are known for their very accurate maps and we 
saw some from North America for the years 1830-1853. 
 

The Native Americans in the Wisconsin area had a well-
trodden path to Lake Superior. Joel had a map showing this, 
where State Hwy 55 uses this path as it runs north. He rec-
ommends as a resource the Wisconsin Atlas of Historical 
County Boundaries.  
 

Between 1834 and 1862 surveyors had the job of mapping 
Wisconsin as settlers started moving in. They began on our 
southern border as Illinois surveying was already completed 
and moved northward in a zig-zag pattern. Joel’s own town-
ship of Richmond in Shawano County was completed be-
tween 1852-53. The last treaty with the Menominee Natives 
was illustrated on a map of 1848.  
 

We saw a map of 1853 showing the south shore of Lake 
Poygan near Oshkosh, WI where the Natives had their 
“Trail of Tears” march north. 
 

Much virgin timber was logged from Wisconsin and an 
1878 map showed the study done to enhance the free flow 
of log rafts. 
 

1881 was the peak of log drives in the northern half of our 
state. In 1893 a paper mill dam was finished at Shawano, 
WI, and controlled the Wolf River and raft logs from the 
north. That map also showed where the Winnebago Stur-
geon were prevented from coming further upstream so they 
deposit their eggs right there in late April.  
 

Reliable maps can be had from Trigg maps out of Ely, MN 
Joel said.  
 

We were very privileged to see this collection. If maps in-
terest you, visit the Shawano Historical Society where he 
has donated many more maps. See their website for visiting 
hours. www.shawanohistory.org  

(Continued from page 3) 

http://www.shawanohistory.org
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A Taste of Dolley’s 

World, 1768 - 1849 
By Mary Strauss 
 

When Jessica Michna and her 

husband manager joined us at our 

Nov. 2, 2019 Badger Chapter 

meeting, we were in for a treat. 

 

Wearing a period costume and 

adding a few set pieces, Jessica 

portrayed Dolley Madison, born 

Dorothea, vibrant wife of our 4th 

President, James Madison.  

 

She was born to Quaker parents, 

John and Mary Payne in Gilford 

County, the Province of North 

Carolina in British America on 

May 20, 1768. They later moved 

their 11 children to a farm in rural 

Virginia, but it failed. Next was a 

move to Philadelphia where her 

father also failed as a starch mer-

chant. After his death, her mother 

opened a boarding house there where Dolley cooked and 

learned some of her hostess skills. 

 

In January 1790, Dolley married a fellow Quaker, Law-

yer John Todd in Philadelphia. They had 2 sons, John 

(called Payne) and William, who was only a month old 

when a Yellow Fever epidemic broke out killing 5,000 in 

4 months. The baby died, as well as her husband and in-

laws. 

 

Dolley then moved to the same rooming house as Aaron 

Burr, who introduced his friend, James Madison to her. 

James had been a bachelor for many years, and was 17 

years her senior. They married in September, 1794 and 

they lived 3 years in Philly. 

 

After 8 years in the House of Representatives, he retired 

to the Madison family plantation, Montpelier, in VA. 

When Thomas Jefferson asked him to be his Sec’y of 

State, they moved with son Payne and her sister Anna to 

a large home in Washington City, as D.C. was called in 

1800. 

 

Dolley acted as hostess many times for President Jeffer-

son, a widower. 

 

When her husband became President in 1809 after Jeffer-

son retired, Dolley became the official White House host-

ess. They removed the 84 foot table Jefferson had used to 

dine with guests and replaced it with many round tables 

to encourage conversations. It 

was an honor to be seated at the 

table with her.  

 

During James Madison’s sec-

ond term, the War of 1812 en-

sued and as the Bristish ap-

proached in 1814, Dolley would 

not leave until the Stuart paint-

ing of Geo. Washington was 

removed from the White House. 

Slaves cut it from the frame 

with pen knives. She also saved 

the Jefferson silver before the 

British soldiers rode their hors-

es inside, set it on fire until the 

floors collapsed into the base-

ment. 

 

Dolley and other families 

crossed the Potomac into Vir-

ginia, camping outdoors and in 

caves. 

 

While the White House was 

under reconstruction for 3 

years, they lived in the Octagon House. It was 1817 when 

the Madisons retired to Montpelier, where “Jimmy”, as 

she called him, stayed in bed and wrote his memoirs. Her 

son, Payne, was not good with money and went to debt-

or’s prison, and the Madison’s sold their plantation and 

land to pay his debts. 

 

President Madison died June 28, 1836. Folks hoped he 

waited until July 4th, so he would join the date of Presi-

dents Adams and Jefferson’s passing. 

 

Dolley again was left destitute, penniless and homeless. 

She organized the papers of her husband and was paid by 

the Library of  Congress for them, which allowed her to 

return in 1837 to a small house on Lafayette Square in 

Washington with her sister, Anna. She was able to keep 

the gifts from the King of Bohemia, a Baltic Sea amber 

necklace and earrings she adored. 

 

There she died in 1849. Her son John Payne Todd was a 

con-artist who was spoiled, intelligent, handsome and he 

high-tailed it to France. He returned in 1852 to Boston, 

only to contract Yellow Fever and die in 1853. 

 

Our re-enactor, Jessica Michna 

<http://www.historicalfirstimpressions.com> 

has portrayed Dolley Madison since 2012. She does at 

least 17 historical women and is most talented, and able 

to entertain audiences. We thanked her for her beautiful 

portrayal. 

http://www.historicalfirstimpressions.com
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Seaman Says-April 2020 

 

We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the 

minds and creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes” 
 

December 16, 1808: A winter in St. Louis presents a few challenges.  It is very cold and can be quite 

windy.  While my heavy fur coat protects me, I prefer weather which is in between this cold and the 

hot, humid heat of summer.  However, I must admit the snow of winter provides my friends and me 

with great fun and amusement.  Jumping from ice- berg to iceberg as they float down the big river, 

running through the snow, chasing wagons and playing with the young people and animals are just a few of the things we do.  The 

young humans love to throw snow balls toward us to see if we can catch them.  We usually do and this is wonderful entertainment. 

Also, I think that the humans enjoy watching us perform these activities.  Of course, being with my female companion, Angel, adds 

to the enjoyment and helps keep me warm.  Sometimes I feel like I could fly. 

 

Angel and I have gotten to know each other quite well and have exchanged many stories of our travels on the Ohio, Mississippi and 

Missouri Rivers.  She says she would love to travel with me and explore the Columbia River and the big Ocean as I did with Gover-

nor Lewis. While I enjoy St. Louis, it is not the open land the Governor and I traveled through with the men on the recent expedi-

tion.  It is not the open space and sky that gives you the feeling of freedom.  A city like St. Louis is getting bigger and bigger and 

sometimes I feel like the growth in buildings and traffic are closing in on me.   Hopefully, some day Angel and I can travel to the 

Columbia and I can show her all of the places the Governor and I visited.  But for now we will enjoy what we have in St. Louis and 

see what the future brings. 

 

Governor Lewis continues to work hard solving the problems of the businessmen, the Natives, the fur traders and the government 

people he works for and with.  Recently he has had a lot of trouble with the government people as they question most of what he 

does and what he sends them.  As I understand all this, he is here in St. Louis to make decisions so that everything here goes on in a 

smooth manner.  It seems to me he does this but the government people question and challenge much of what he does.  I have diffi-

culty in understanding the human concept of money.  Apparently it is an exchange item when a person wants goods, that is, ex-

change money for goods or work being done.  Governor Lewis must give money to men he hires to do work but then the govern-

ment tells him the work was not needed and he must argue with government people to get the money.  The Governor is supposedly 

in a position of much authority and yet much of what he does is challenged by people back in the city of Washington, where we 

came from.  This is all very confusing for me and it must be for the Governor also. 

 

There is so much work to do here the Governor has still not had time to work on his journals.  Why did 

President Jefferson send the Governor to Virginia and the trial of Mr. Burr?  Why has the President appoint-

ed my Mr. Lewis as Governor when he should be working on his journals?  But rather than have him work 

on the journals he sent him here, to a place of much work and stress which he is not prepared for.  I cannot 

help but feel the Governor would be much happier back out on the trail but for now, I will try to help him 

accomplish all of what has been put before him.  

Newsletter Articles 

Do you have an interesting thought about 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or  know 

someone who shares our interest in “The 

Journey?” Would you like to share it with 

others through this newsletter?  Then write to either 

Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at 

wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call Bill 

at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a picture, we will 

be happy to return it upon request. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  
 

The Badger State Chapter had 

$5716.79 in the Treasury as of 

April 1, 2020, and 67 paid up 

members.  

 

Chapter members come from  

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Montana,  

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Virginia,  

Washington, & Florida.   
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Badger State Chapter Officers: 

 

Jim Rosenberger…...…………….President 

Phone: (608)833-2488           

E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 

 

Jack Schroeder..……….…...Vice-President 

Ph: (608)204-0052   

E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 

 

Mary Strauss..……...…   ……….Secretary 

Ph: (920)602-1726     

E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com 

 

Marcia Holman…………....  …...Treasurer 

Phone: (608)249-2233    

E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Board of Directors: 

 

1-David Sorgel             Phone: (608)516-1830       

E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com 

 

2-Dick Campbell          Phone: (920)231-8267                  

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 

 

3-Mary Jo Meyer          Phone: (608)547-8715 
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Field Notes Editor: 
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About a Badger  

Chapter Member 
By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

I recently received a 

phone call from the 

daughter of long time 

Badger State Chapter 

member Jerry Anderson advising that Jerry 

has been experiencing various health prob-

lems.  Jerry has had a number of medical 

issues as well as having fallen down on a 

number of occasions.  It appears the situation 

is serious enough that he has been admitted to 

assisted living. 

 

Jerry is a longtime member of the Badger 

State Chapter and the Lewis and Clark Trail 

Heritage Foundation.  He has been an active 

supporter of our effort to promote Lewis and 

Clark history and has been a good friend to 

us all.  I think now is an appropriate time for 

us to demonstrate our appreciation for Jerry’s 

commitment to Lewis and Clark.  I am sure 

he would enjoy receiving words of support 

and well wishes.  Cards may be sent to the 

following address; 

 

Jerry Anderson 

N53WI5392 Balsam Drive 

Menomonee Falls,  WI  53051  

We Remember Laura Streich 
 

It is with deep sadness that we must report the loss of yet 

another Badger State Chapter member.  Laura Streich 

passed away peacefully at Oakwood Village East, in 

Madison on March 16, 2020 at the age of 96.  To all 

those who were fortunate enough to know her, she was a 

very special lady.  Laura was predeceased by her loving 

husband of 70 years, “Morrie” Morris Edward Streich 

who passed in August 2015 at the age of 93. 

 

Both Laura and Morrie were strong supporters of our 

chapter, faithfully attending chapter meetings and sup-

porting our chapter events and activities.  Laura was very 

proud of being a descendant of Meriwether Lewis’s family. 

 

Laura was born in Stonefort, Illinois and spent her early years at her parent’s farm.  

She attended Milton College.  Prior to her marriage to Morrie, she briefly taught 

school.  In mid-life, she was a representative for World Book and Childcraft.  For 

many years she was a member of Eastern Star.  She was a longtime member of the 

Monona Seniors’ Chorus. 

 

Laura, along with Morrie, enjoyed family and travel.  Laura was known for her hu-

morous turns-of-phrase and had a love of music.  She had a passion for gardening 

and cooking as well as button and handkerchief collecting.  She had an interest in 

genealogy and persevered in tracing a relative who was a patriot of the American 

Revolution and she became a member of the Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion.  She had a lifelong commitment to the Seventh Day Baptist Church.   

 

We will have fond memories of Laura.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to her fam-

ily. 
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