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The celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Badger 

State Chapter should include the story of how it all 

started.  Thanks to Jim Gramentine, one of the Found-

ers of the chapter and its very first President, we have 

that story. 

 

In The Beginning 

 

Returning home to Wisconsin from Great Falls, Montana in July 1998, 

Jim Gramentine had been impressed by his first direct experience with 

the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation.  Both the history ses-

sions and the field trips were exceptional, and these were topped off 

by the dedication of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Inter-

pretive Center on July 4th.  His week in Great Falls had been informa-

tive, stimulating…and great fun. 

 

Noting that Minnesota, a non-trail state, seemed to have a thriving 

chapter, he saw from his meeting attendance roster that twelve other 

badgers were listed, several of whom, including future Foundation 

board president Patti Thompson, he had met in Great Falls.  Why 

shouldn’t Wisconsin also have a chapter?  Perhaps he could be helpful 

in its formation.  His wife, Sarah, had not been able to attend the annu-

al meeting but when Jim told her about his idea, she too was enthusias-

tic. 

 

Following a western trip in August that included the Lolo Trail with 

Circle O Outfitters, the Gramentines wrote to all 

During this time in history:   
(January 1804 - January 1807) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals 

of the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by 

Gary E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 

1983-2001.) 

 
Our journal entries deal with Expedition member 

Private Joseph Field who was one of the nine 

young men from Kentucky selected by William 

Clark.   Along with his brother Reuben, the Field 

brothers were among the best shots and hunters 

in the Corps of Discovery and along with George 

Drouillard, were often chosen to accompany the 

captains on special reconnaissances. 

  

January 10, 1804; Camp Dubois, IL, Clark: “…

JOSEPH FIELDS returned and crossed the river 

between the sheets of floating ice with some risk.  

His excuse for staying so long on the Mississippi 

was that the ice ran so thick in the Missouri River 

where he was 30 miles up that there was no cross-

ing.  He says the people is greatly in favor of the 

Americans...” 

 

July 30, 1804, Washington County NE, Lewis: 

“This day JOSEPH FIELDS killed a Braro 

(Badger) as it is called by the French engages.  

This is a singular animal not common to any part 

of the United States.  Its weight is 16 pounds and 

is a carnivorous animal…” 

 

February 10, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: “A 

cold day…J. FIELDS got one of his ears frozen 

and determined to lay by and hunt today…” 

 

April 26, 1805, Yellowstone River, ND, Lewis: 

“This morning I dispatched JOSEPH FIELDS up 

the Yellowstone River with orders to examine it 

as far as he could conveniently and return the 

same evening…” 

 

June 25, 1805, Great Falls, MT, Lewis: “…J. 

FIELDS returned and informed me that he had 

seen two white bear …and in attempting to get a 

shot at them stumbled upon a third which imme-
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badgers whose names they received from the Foundation 

together with a few from northern Illinois and Michigan’s 

U.P.  They invited all seventy to attend a brainstorming 

meeting in Milwaukee, WI for a feasibility discussion. 

 

That only three accepted the invitation for the November 

21 meeting was at first discouraging and resulted in a 

change of venue from the Schlitz Audubon Center to the 

Gramentine home in Mequon, WI.  Sarah recorded this 

event in her daily journal as follows: 

 

“We had a tiny Lewis and Clark meeting here today to 

explore founding a Wisconsin chapter of the Trail Herit-

age association.  Three others came – one fairly local 

(Dan Kacmarcik from Caldonia), one from Madison 

(Dave Bubier, who would prove to be Jim’s successor as 

Badger president), and one from Marshfield (Tom Swen-

son) – all interested and interesting.  So despite the low 

turnout, perhaps something will come of this.  Between 

Wisconsin Football and deer hunting season, our timing 

could have been better.” 

 

The First Year 
 

Accordingly, they proceeded on, writing to the same list 

again and finding a few names to add.  By the end of 

1998, the membership had grown to twenty names, en-

couraging but no doubt assisted by the fact that dues had 

been set at only $10.  Ron Laycock at the time chaired 

the Foundation’s committee for new chapters and provid-

ed invaluable encouragement and numerous practical 

suggestions, notably concerning bylaws.  Accompanied 

by his wife, Ione, Ron visited with the Gramentines and 

Treasurer Dan Kacmarcik that first year, and he later pro-

vided one of the chapter’s first programs at a meeting in 

downtown Milwaukee. 

 

Early on there was considerable debate about what to call 

our fledgling organization.  “Wisconsin Chapter” seemed 

both dull and parochial; we feared that it would discour-

age members from other states.  In that regard, “Badger 

State Chapter” did not seem much better, but is was col-

orful and provided a fortuitous reminder of one of Lewis 

and Clark’s important zoological discoveries.  While no 

one thought of this in advance, the name placed us first 

alphabetically on the Foundation’s chapter list and even-

tually would provide the challenge for a chapter mem-

ber’s research into the nature of badgers, especially their 

cries. 

 

Badger State became an official chapter of the Lewis and 

Clark Trail Heritage Foundation with the presentation of 

its charter on August 4, 1999, at the annual meeting in 

Bismarck, ND.  By then we had thirty-two members and 

were pleased by what had been accomplished in little 

more than a year.  The Bismarck meeting was significant 

too in that it was the first annual meeting that Jim and 

Mary Rosenberger attended and where they met several 

badger friends to be.  Little did they realize how their 

lives were about to be changed. 

 

This annual meeting was memorable too in that Stephen 

Ambrose, himself a University of Wisconsin graduate 

and author of the book “Undaunted Courage, Meriwether 

Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the Ameri-

can West”, spontaneously agreed to sit in on a chapter 

meeting following a keynote address he delivered the 

evening of August 2.  Steve had many thoughts about 

how to grow the chapter and how to make membership 

an interesting experience for all concerned.  He conclud-

ed by inviting us to have a chapter meeting at his home in 

northern Wisconsin, something we 

did not follow up on in time. 

diately made at him…in order to escape from the bear he had leaped 

down a steep bank of the river…where he fell, cut his hand, bruised 

his knees and bent his gun…fortunately the bank hid him from the 

bear and by that means he escaped…” 

 

December 24, 1805, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: “…JO FIELDS finished 

for Capt. Lewis and myself each a wide slab hued to write on …” and 

on December 26; “…JOSEPH FIELDS finish a table and 2 seats for 

us…” 

 

January 31, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: ‘…JO FIELD …informs us 

that he had been hunting in company with Gibson and Willard for the 

last four days in order to obtain some meat for himself and other salt-

makers and that he had been unsuccessful until yesterday evening 

when he had fortunately killed two elk…and had come for assistance 

to carry the meat to the salt camp…” 

 

April 9, 1806, Skamania County, WA, Lewis: “...our small canoe with 

Drouillard and the two FIELDSES was unable to pass the river with 

us in consequence of the waves.  They therefore towed her up along 

the N. side of the river and encamped opposite the upper point of 

Brant Island…” 

  

July 27, 1806, Two Medicine River, MT, Lewis: “…J. FIELDS, who 

was on post, had carelessly laid his gun down behind him near where 

his brother was sleeping.  One of the Indians…slipped behind him and 

took his gun and that of his brothers, unperceived by him.  At the 

same instant two others advanced and seized the guns of Drouillard 

and myself.  J. FIELDS seeing this turned about to look for his gun 

and saw the fellow just running off with his brothers.  He called to his 

brother who instantly jumped up and pursued the Indian with him 

whom they overtook…seized their guns and rested them from him. 

Reuben Fields, as he seized his gun, stabbed the Indian to the heart 

with his knife…”  

 

January 15, 1807, Lewis reports to Henry Dearborn including a Roll 

of the men who served on the Expedition: “…“JOSEPH and REU-

BEN FIELD; Two of the most active and enterprising young men who 

accompanied us.  It was their peculiar fate to have been engaged in all 

the most dangerous and difficult scenes of the voyage, in which they 

uniformly acquitted themselves with much honor…” 

(Continued from “Grey Column” page 1) 
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And it was Good 
 

Individuals who have not yet been mentioned but who 

both joined the chapter and were active during its first 

year included: Judy Coccia, Norma Kolthoff, Dave 

Lapacek, Gary Ludwig, Bob Ortwein, Harriet Peppard, 

John Pollock, Jean Turman, and Dick Williams. 

 

Believing strongly that chapter officers should turn over 

regularly, Jim Gramentine stepped down as president at 

the end of 2000 and would later become active at the 

Foundation level, including serving as president.  Dave 

Bubier was the logical choice to succeed him, with Jim 

Rosenberger agreeing to serve as vice president and pro-

gram organizer.  The membership now numbered over 

forty and would continue to grow under Dave’s and Jim’s 

dedicated leadership.  With the support of dedicated of-

ficers, directors and membership the chapter would grow 

to nearly 80 members. 

 

President’s Message 

By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

In the April issue of Field Notes I 

started the President’s message by 

talking about the weather and I will 

do the same with this issue.  Have 

you had enough rain and chilly 

weather?  It seems to be changing 

now so let’s assume summer is here 

and we can start to enjoy the season.  The weather hasn’t 

had anything to do with the number of chapter meetings 

we have had but the last meeting was held in March.  I 

must apologize for that, but it has been difficult arranging 

speakers, meeting places, etc.  However, I think we will 

provide the opportunity for chapter members to enjoy 

Lewis and Clark get togethers this Fall. 

 

The 51st annual meeting of the Lewis and Clark Trail 

Heritage Foundation will take place September 21 

through 25 in St. Louis, MO and it should be a great 

gathering.  You can review the meeting activities and 

register for the meeting by visiting the Foundation web-

site at www.lewisandclark.org.  Besides the meeting 

there will also be pre and post meeting tours so be sure to 

check everything out and I hope to see you there. 

 

Our annual chapter picnic at the Koeppl bison ranch is 

being planned for October 5th so mark that on your calen-

dar.  This is always a great chapter gathering and the bi-

son seem to enjoy it too.  It is hard to tell if we are ob-

serving the bison or if they are observing us.  As always, 

the official invite will be sent out with details.  Plan to 

attend. 

 

A fall meeting is scheduled for November 2nd at the 

Oconomowoc Library.  After a brief business meeting 

our guest speaker will be Jessica Michna doing her inter-

pretation of Dolley Madison.   I refer you to the article 

about Ms. Michna in this issue of Field Notes and you 

will see she is quite talented.  This will be a somewhat 

different presentation from what we typically have but I 

think you will really enjoy it.  If you wonder why Dolley 

Madison is being portrayed, I refer you to the January 

2015 issue of Field Notes where Dolley’s Lewis and 

Clark connections are explained.  If you don’t have that 

back issue you can go to the Foundation website, click on 

“Our Chapters” and under the Chapter Index click on 

“Central”  then click on “Badger Chapter”.  All of our 

back issues of Field Notes are listed and available for 

review there.  Please plan on attending; I think you will 

find the presentation interesting and fun. 

 

Besides 2019 being our chapter’s 20th anniversary year it 

is also an election year.  Our directors and officers are up 

for reelection.  I was thinking it would be fun to have a 

real election this year, that is more candidates than open-

ings, so if you have an interest in serving as a director or 

officer of the Badger State Chapter please let me or one 

of the other board members know and we will put you on 

the ballot.   

 

Contact information is on the last page of the newsletter.  

We anticipate the ballots being sent out at the end of Au-

gust or beginning of September.  Give it some thought 

and we hope to hear from you. 

 

Many thanks go out to Dr. Gary Ludwig who recently 

donated a complete set of the Lewis and Clark Journals 

edited by Gary Moulton to the Badger State Chapter.  

Gary made the donation on behalf of his late wife, Con-

nie, and asks that we find a good home for the set.  We 

are working on doing exactly that. 

 

Best wishes for a great summer.   
     

Mark Your Calendar;  

Attend this meeting 
 

In November we will be having 

what should be a very different 

and special chapter gathering at 

the Oconomowoc Library in 

Oconomowoc, WI.  Be sure to 

mark Saturday, November 2nd on your calendar and plan 

to attend this event.  We will have a brief business meet-

ing but the post meeting presentation is what you will not 

want to miss.  We have attempted to present a different, 

interesting and educational program.  We will be visited 

by non-other than Dolley Madison, 
(Continued-page 4) 
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First Lady and wife of President 

James Madison and who also 

served as First Lady for President Thomas Jefferson. 

 

Well, actually, we will be visited by historian and actress 

Jessica Michna portraying Dolley Madison.   Jessica has 

become widely known for her riveting portrayals of First 

Ladies and other historic women.  She has entertained 

groups throughout America including guests from as far 

away as New Zealand, Japan and Brazil.  Audiences 

ranging from young children to senior citizens have been 

equally enthralled.  She has appeared before historical 

societies, schools, libraries, living history museums, sen-

ior centers and churches. 

 

She has had the honor of appearing at the National 

Churchill Memorial, Lincoln Boyhood Home National 

site and Valley Forge. 

 

Originally from Pennsylvania, Jessica Michna developed 

a love of American history at an early age, visiting the 

many Revolutionary and Civil War sites in the area.  Her 

love of both history and the theater was encouraged by an 

older brother.  During her high school years she appeared 

in various productions and designed and constructed cos-

tumes.  She was offered a scholarship to the Goodman 

School of Theater in Chicago. 

 

Jessica earned a degree in psychology from the UW and 

worked several years as a research and teaching assistant.  

After several years in the healthcare field Jessica decided 

to return to her two great loves, history and the theater. 

 

The result was the birth of her business; “First Impres-

sions”.  After almost two years of research, script writing, 

costume construction, and endless rehearsals, Mary Todd 

Lincoln was ready for her public.  Audiences loved 

Mary, but wanted more.  In 2005 Eleanor Roosevelt 

made her debut.  In the fall of 2008 Abigail Adams 

joined the troupe.  Dolley Madison was added in 2012.  

More characters have been added and there are more to 

come.  Who will be next? 

 

Jessica and her husband Michael live in Racine, Wiscon-

sin.  Michael assists Jessica with scheduling and stage 

management. 

 

I have had the honor and pleasure 

of attending a number of Jessica 

Michna’s presentations and just 

recently attended her presentation 

of Golda Meir at the Monona Li-

brary.  It was like talking with 

Golda Meir and hearing her life 

story.  The question and answer 

period following the presentation 

brought out even more history of 

her life and time.  Through Jessi-

ca’s presentation you will feel like 

you are visiting with Dolley Madison and you will learn 

about the joys and challenges she faced.  This is a perfor-

mance you will not want to miss.  Plan on attending this 

special chapter event on November 2nd at the Ocono-

mowoc Library.  

 

Anniversaries Everywhere - Part 3 
 

The 20th anniversary of the Badger State Chapter of the 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation continues 

through 2019 and we continue to celebrate as many other 

anniversaries as we can; some of great importance and 

some just plain fun.   
 

There is a lot of excitement about the movie “Avengers: 

Endgame” being in theaters and setting records for ticket 

sales and attendance.  But we also have to recognize that 

in March it was the 80th anniversary of when Batman 

first appeared in the Detective Comics edition released 

March 30, 1939.  Earlier this year Detective Comics is-

sued an 80th anniversary coffee-table book to commemo-

rate the event. 

 

In June 1969 the Cuyahoga River running through Cleve-

land, Ohio and at the time one of the most polluted wa-

terways in the country, caught on fire.  Over one hundred 

years of dumping factory waste into the river had cov-

ered it in a foot of oil and the river had burned at least 13 

times since the 1860’s.  Local residence cautioned visi-

tors not to fall into the river as “…you won’t drown, 

you’ll decay.”  Time Magazine claimed the river oozes 

rather than flows. 

(Cont’d from page 3) 
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2019 is the 75th anniversary of D-

Day, the allied invasion into Eu-

rope against the German armed forces.  From June 6 to 

December 1944 the allies fought to liberate Paris and also 

went on to defeat the Germans in the Battle of the Bulge.  

 

September 20, 2019 marks the Quincentennial (500 

years) anniversary of the start of the first circumnaviga-

tion of the Globe.  Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magel-

lan set sail from Spain with 5 ships on September 20, 

1519. 

 

1619 is the Quadricentennial (400 years) of the arrival of 

the first slaves in the American Colonies.  In the summer 

of 1619 the Jamestown settlement established the first 

representative government for white men in the British 

American Colonies.  In August 1619 Dutch slave traders, 

who had seized slaves from a captured Spanish slave 

ship, brought around 19 Africans to the Jamestown settle-

ment.  The Africans were forced to live under unequal 

and different laws and orders.    

 

March 4, 1789 is the 230th anniversary of the first session 

of the United States Congress as formed per the new 

United States Constitution. 

 

April 1, 1789 marked the election of the first Speaker of 

the House of Representatives; Frederick Muhlenberg. 

 

On April 30, 1789 George Washington was inaugurated 

as the first President of the United States 

 

2019 is the 100th anniversary of Grand Canyon National 

Park.  Archeological evidence indicates people have lived 

in and around the canyon for several thousand years.  Up 

until the 1800s, the Grand Canyon was known mainly to 

Native Nations.  Spanish explorers may have been the 

first Europeans to see the canyon.  In 1857-1858 Joseph 

Christmas Ives explored the canyon and in 1869 John 

Wesley Powell and his crew successfully traveled down 

the Colorado River.  In 1900 the Santa Fe and Grand 

Canyon Railroad began bringing tourists to the Grand 

Canyon and in 1908 President Theodore Roosevelt estab-

lished Grand Canyon National Monument.  The United 

States Congress created Grand Canyon National Park on 

February 26, 1919.  In its first year as a national park, the 

Grand Canyon had 37,745 recorded visitors.  In 1956 the 

park recorded 1 million visitors and a record of 6.2 mil-

lion people visited the Park in 2017. 

 

And finally, we cannot forget the Green Bay Packers 

with yet another anniversary.  On Thursday night, Sep-

tember 5, 2019 the Packers will play the Chicago Bears at 

Soldier Field.  This game will open the National Football 

League’s 100th season. 

 

While the Badger State Chapter celebrates its 20th anni-

versary there are a lot of other anniversaries taking place.  

The October issue of “Field Notes” will be your last op-

portunity to share anniversaries with us so if you have 

any, send them to Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net 

or 9 Hemlock Trail, Madison, WI 53717. 

 

 

Apollo Anniversary Revisited 

 

In the January 2019 issue of “Field Notes” we had our 

first column about other anniversaries besides our own 

20th year and we made mention of the 50th anniversary  

of men landing on the moon.  This generated some ques-

tions about the Apollo missions we mentioned other than 

the Apollo 11 mission.  The Apollo 11 mission seems to 

be getting most of the attention relative to this 50th anni-

versary celebration, which seems appropriate since it was 

the first to land men on the moon, but there was interest 

in what the other Apollo missions of 1969 did or accom-

plished.  Having done the research, we thought it would 

be fun to share this information with everyone. 

 

In December 1968 the Apollo 8 mission had been the 

first manned space flight to reach and orbit the moon.  

The Apollo 9 mission was from March 3 – 13, 1969 and 

the main mission of the flight was to test the Lunar Mod-

ule and rehearse the lunar detachment and reattachment 

procedure.  The mission took place in earth orbit and did 

not fly to the moon.  The mission commander was Jim 

McDivitt; command module pilot was David Scott and 

lunar module pilot was Rusty Schweikert.  The command 

(Continued-page 6) 
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module was named 

“Gumdrop” and the lunar 

module was “Spider”. 

 

The mission was to have the command module dock with 

the lunar module, separate it from the Atlas rocket and 

then the lunar module would separate from the command 

module and test all systems.  The lunar module achieved 

this and flew 100 miles away from the command module 

and then returned and docked with the command module 

again.  All astronauts returned to the command module 

and they returned to earth with a successful mission. 

 

The Apollo 10 mission was from May 18 – 26, 1969 and 

the mission was essentially to fly to the moon, achieve 

moon orbit and perform a dress rehearsal of a lunar land-

ing and test all systems but not actually landing on the 

moon.  Apollo 10 was the first mission to broadcast back 

to earth in color TV.  The mission commander was Tom 

Stafford; command module pilot was John Young and 

lunar module pilot was Gene Cernan.  The command 

module was named “Charlie Brown” and the lunar mod-

ule was “Snoopy”. 

 

The mission was essentially a success with the lunar 

module descending to within 50,000 feet of the lunar sur-

face.  There was a brief tense moment when maneuver 

thrusters fired wildly and the lunar module started to spin 

but the astronauts were able to get manual control of the 

module and return safely to the command module.  How-

ever, the mission became known for an expletive used by 

one of the astronauts during the period of gaining control 

of the lunar module. 

 

Briefly, the Apollo 11 mission was from July 16 – 24, 

1969 and the mission was to land men safely on the sur-

face of the moon at an area called the Sea of Tranquility 

and return them safely to earth.  The mission commander 

was Neil Armstrong; the command module pilot was Mi-

chael Collins and lunar module pilot was Edwin “Buzz” 

Aldrin.  The command module was named “Columbia” 

and the lunar module was “Eagle”.   

 

The mission was a success with Armstrong and Aldrin 

exploring the surface of the moon for approximately 2 

hours and 20 minutes and all three astronauts returning 

safely to earth. 

 

The Apollo 12 mission was from November 14 – 24, 

1969 with a mission to further develop precise landings 

on the moon’s surface.  The mission would land at the 

Ocean of Storms, about 1,000 miles west of the Sea of 

Tranquility where Apollo 11 had landed. It would make 

as precise a landing as possible at the site of Surveyor 3, 

an unmanned probe which had landed on the moon on 

April 20, 1967.  The mission commander was Charles 

“Pete” Conrad; the command module pilot was Richard 

Gordon and lunar module pilot, Alan Bean.  The com-

mand module was named “Yankee Clipper” and the lunar 

module was “Intrepid”. 

 

Apollo 12 was the first to take a color television camera 

to the moon’s surface for broadcasting back to earth but 

Alan Bean accidently pointed the camera at the sun and 

the camera was ruined resulting in no live broadcasts be-

ing sent to earth.  The lunar module had landed within 

600 feet of Surveyor 3 and astronauts Conrad and Bean 

were able to walk to it, remove parts from it and bring 

them back to earth.  Overall, the two men spent approxi-

mately 7 hours and 45 minutes on the moon’s surface and 

the mission was considered a huge success. 

 

We could compare the Lewis and Clark Expedition with 

the Apollo Expedition and probably find many similari-

ties and differences.  But it appears obvious that the Lew-

is and Clark Expedition was our countries greatest 

achievement of discovery in its time as was the Apollo 

project for its time.  As part of our dedication to Lewis 

and Clark history, it is fun to celebrate our chapter’s 20th 

anniversary and our Foundation’s 50th anniversary with 

the 50th anniversary of the Apollo mission 

(Continued from page 5) 

Newsletter Articles 

Do you have an interesting thought 

about the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or  

know someone who shares our interest 

in “The Journey?” Would you like to 

share it with others through this news-

letter?  Then write to either Jim Rosenberger at 

punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at 

wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call 

Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a picture, 

we will be happy to return it upon request. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  
 

The Badger State Chapter had 

$5,070.44 in the Treasury as of 

July 1, 2019. We have 72 paid 

members. Chapter members come from  

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Montana, 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland,  

Washington, California, Virginia, & Florida.  
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Seaman Says-July 2019 

We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the minds and 

creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes” 

                           

March 19, 1808:  Our travels to St. Louis are over and it was quite an expedition.  It was, of 

course, winter travel and was quite cold but thankfully we did not experience any heavy snow.  

We arrived in St. Louis on March the 8th and were preceded by Governor Lewis’s younger 

brother Reuben who arrived on February 28th with all of the Governor’s belongings.   

 

Yes, it was quite the trip, much like the trip when we traveled from St. Louis to Washington City in ’06.  Every place we 

stopped to rest or stay for a while the Governor was met by large crowds of people and he was given much attention and 

praise along with many parties and drink.  I think the Governor had missed not having all that attention while we were 

in the eastern cities and rather enjoyed the resurgence of the parties, dancing and speeches.  I must admit that I found it 

fun also as I was able to renew friendships with members of my species and I think I am learning the steps or move-

ments that the humans do to their music.  

 

But it is not all a celebration.  The Governor is composing what appears to be a lengthy letter to President Jefferson.  He 

talks to me as he writes this paper and it appears he is reporting on what we experienced on our expedition and recom-

mending future actions to take to make good use of this large area of land and how to be friends with the Natives who 

now live on the land.  This shouldn’t take so many words.  I think it is just a matter of being friends with the Natives and 

work together on the land. 

 

As we traveled from the East toward St. Louis we did make a number of stops.  We stopped in what is called Kentucky 

hoping to see Captain Clark as he headed to the East  but he had already passed through the area.   I have often experi-

enced the Captains traveling on separate excursions but I think this is the first time I have experienced them traveling in 

totally opposite directions.  I hope that soon we will all be back together again as one group.  

 

Apparently, Captain Clark is going East to obtain a wife and Governor Lewis is very happy for him.  But again, he ap-

pears to be somewhat depressed due to his not having a mate or even a candidate for a mate.  I can relate to his feelings 

for I am much in the same position.  Finding a mate must become one of our goals when we settle in St. Louis. 

 

We also stopped in what is called Indiana Territory at a town named Vincennes to visit with Governor 

William Henry Harrison and here I must make an observation about the humans.  For some reason 

humans like to name some of the property they own, especially the buildings they live in; what they 

call their house or home.  Governor Harrison calls his house “Grouse Land”; President Jefferson 

called his house “Monticello”; Governor Lewis’s family home was “Locust Hill” and the Clark family 

had houses named “Mulberry Hill; and “Locust Grove.”   I do not understand this naming of buildings 

after birds, trees or whatever.  I still have a lot to learn about these humans and so it is on to St. Louis.     
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Board of Directors: 

1-David Sorgel 

(608)516-1830      E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com 

2-Dick Campbell 

(920)231-8267                  E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 

3-Mary Jo Meyer 

(608)547-8715           E-mail: wihikers@hotmail.com 

Field Notes Editor: 

Bill Holman 

Phone: (608)249-2233   E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com 
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