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During this time in history:
(December 1803 - July 1806)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals
of the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by
Gary E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press,
1983-2001.)
Our journal entries deal with Expedition
member and Captain William Clark’s servant, YORK.

Here we are; beginning the year 2019. I
hope that all of you enjoyed a very Merry
December 26, 1803; Camp Dubois, IL,
Christmas, celebrated a Happy New Year
Clark: “…Corporal Whitehouse and YORK
and that 2019 will be a wonderful year for
commence sawing with the whip saws…”
This is the first mention of YORK in the Cap- everyone.
tains’ Journals.

June 5, 1804, Boone County, MO, Clark:
“…My servant, YORK, swam to a sand bar
to gather greens for our dinner and returned
with a sufficient quantity…”
August 25, 1804, Spirit Mound, SD, Clark:
“…Capt. Lewis and myself concluded to go
and see the mound…we selected Shields, J.
Fields, W. Bratten, Sgt. Ordway, J. Colter
and YORK…we returned to the boat at sunset, my servant, YORK, nearly exhausted
with heat, thirst and fatigue, he being fat and
unaccustomed to as fast as I went was the
cause…”
October 9, 1804, Corson County, SD, Clark:
“…The (Arikara) Indians much astonished
at my black servant and call him the “big
Medicine.” This Nation never saw a black
man before…”
January 1, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark:
“…I found the Mandan much pleased with
the dancing of our men. I ordered my black
servant to dance which amused the crowd
very much and somewhat astonished them,
that so large a man should be so active…”

The Badger State Chapter has completed
our membership renewal processing for the
fiscal year October 1, 2018 to September
30, 2019 and we have reached 71 chapter
members. Our last year’s membership was
75 and for previous years we have varied from 75 to 80 chapter members. Membership was affected by the fact that we did have two members who passed away and one who is now housebound and decided
not to renew membership. A few members chose to discontinue their
chapter membership. It is my hope that a declining trend in membership is not in our future and I hope all current members will do some
recruiting. I would ask that each of us work on talking about Lewis
and Clark history, the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, our
Badger State Chapter and making an attempt to recruit new members.
If you have a Lewis and Clark pin, patch or item of clothing with a
Lewis and Clark patch or insignia on it, please wear it. You would be
surprised how often this starts a conversation with people. Pick up a
few Foundation business cards at our chapter meetings and carry them
with you in your wallet or purse. Hand them out
(Continued-page 2)

(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2)
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one calling out, “sir,
oh sir, excuse me,
could I speak to you
for a moment?” He
repeated this a few
times before I realized he was trying to
get my attention. I
stopped
and
he
quickly said he noticed the Lewis and Clark items on my truck and
coat, and did I have time to answer a few questions.
We entered into a conversation about the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, the Foundation and our Chapter.
He was very interested in Lewis and Clark, had traveled much of the Trail and read many books on
Lewis and Clark. When we parted I gave him the
Foundation’s business card which has the Foundation’s website on it, and I directed him to the
“Chapter Tab.” He seemed very enthused and while
I have not yet heard from him, I am hopeful. It was
the type of event that encourages me to believe there
are more people interested in Lewis and Clark which
we could get to join us. We need only work on it.

(Continued from “Grey Column” page 1)
May 29, 1805, Chouteau County, MT, Lewis: “…Last night we
were all alarmed by a large buffalo bull in camp…The next
morning we found that the buffalo, in passing the pirogue, had
trodden on a rifle, which belonged to Capt. Clark’s black man
who had negligently left her in the pirogue. The rifle was
much bent…”
August 17, 1805, Beaverhead County, MT, Lewis: “…Every
article about us appeared to excite astonishment in the Shoshone’s minds; the appearance of the men, their arms, the canoes,
our manner of working them, the black man YORK and the
sagacity of my dog were equally objects of admiration…”
December 28, 1805, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: “…My man
YORK is very unwell from a violent cold and strain by carrying meat from the woods and lifting the heavy logs on the
works etc…”
June 2, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, ID, Lewis; “McNeal and
YORK were sent on a trading voyage over the river this morning…they were furnished with buttons which Capt. C. and myself cut off our coats, some eye water…and small tin boxes…
In the evening they returned with about 3 bushels of roots and
some bread…”
July 30, 1806, Prairie County, MT, Clark: “…Take shelter in
an old Indian lodge above the entrance of a river which is nearly dry. It has lately been very high and spread over nearly ¼
mile in width, its channel is 88 yards and in this there is not
now more water than could pass through an inch auger hole. I
call it YORK’S dry river…”
August 3, 1806, McKenzie County, ND, Clark: “…I descended
the River Rochejhone in 2 small canoes lashed together in
which I had the following persons; John Shields, George Gibson, William Bratton, W. Labiche, T. Charbonneau, his wife
and child and my man YORK…”

On December 2, 2018 our board of directors met in
Fond du Lac, WI and discussed various aspects of
our chapter. Our attendance at chapter meetings
during 2018 was down so we will be working to improve the content of meetings, plan a field trip and
work on pending projects. You will note the twenty
year banner headline on the front page of this issue
of “Field Notes.” This was suggested and approved
at our meeting and the banner will appear on each
issue for 2019. A suggestion was made and approved by the board to provide the membership the
option of a two or three year prepaid membership
option in addition to the single year membership.
This will appear on the next chapter renewal form.
Please let us know your opinion on this option.

This is the last reference to YORK made in the Captains’ Journals.

when the (President’s Message-continued from page 1)
opportunity
arises. We have a great story to tell and we need to
tell it as often as we can.

Speaking of stories, I must share a recent experience
I had during the holiday season. I arrived at a grocery store and as I parked my truck in the parking
lot, I noticed a gentleman loading his vehicle with
groceries. We made eye contact, smiled, nodded
and went our way. I was wearing a jacket with a
Lewis and Clark patch on it and my truck has a Lewis and Clark sticker on it as well as the license plate
LNC 0306. I made my way into the store and didn’t
get too far down the main aisle when I heard some-

We are looking forward to a successful 20th anniversary year. Please join us.
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Lewis, still in the Marias, wrote on July 21, 1806,
“our provision is nearly out, we wounded a buffaloe
this evening but could not get him” (ml). On the
same date, Clark wrote “Hunters brought in hides
and meat: Shields killed a deer and a buffalo, Shannon a fawn and a buffalo, and York an elk” (wc).
This quote verifies that York, Clark’s slave, was allowed to carry a gun. Later, on July 24, “my man
York killed a buffalo for its tongue and marrow
bones” (wc).

Lewis and Clark in Iowa:
Part two, The Way Home
By: Badger State Chapter Member
Donald Shurr of No. Liberty, Iowa
(Part one of Don’s article about
Lewis & Clark in Iowa appeared in
last year’s April & July editions of “Field Notes”)
Note: (wc) indicates entry by William Clark
(ml) indicates entry by Meriwether Lewis

Clark also spoke of seeing so many animals of all
kinds and spoke of having “a great abundance of the
best of meat” (wc). His party traveled 70 miles that
day which could have accounted for the large
amount of animals seen. The location was the
northern tier of counties of Montana, near the North
Dakota border.

In the April, and later July, 2018, issues of the “Field
Notes” pp 4-6 and p.3, “Lewis and Clark in Iowa”
was published. This article dealt with the portion of
the expedition that occurred in Iowa, during the 34
days in July and August of 1804.
This companion article deals with that part of the
expedition occurring during the 5 days in September, 1806, while returning to St. Louis, through Iowa, on their way home.

That same day while traveling south and east, Lewis
noted the junction of the Missouri and the Yellowstone was 83 miles. Lewis hoped to reach that point
by the end of this day. They accomplished that goal
by 4 pm, where they discovered a note written by
Clark from several days prior. They reunited at the
confluence of the rivers some days later.

Prior to the discussion of these 5 days, a short review of selected events, before entering Iowa, is included. Hopefully this will provide context in order
for the events in Iowa to be better appreciated.
Anyone who has lived in the Great Plains or Midwest knows September to be a transition month between summer and fall. It marks the beginning of
shorter days, cooler temperatures, more rain, and an
end to many fruits, vegetables, and crops, so prevalent in the summer heat and humidity. As the days
shorten, there is less time to hunt animals in the early morning, and late evenings, and therefore, less
time on the river.

On July 27, Clark ordered Shields to “kill a deer & a
antilope today for the skins which the party is in
want of for Clothes” (wc).

On June 29, 1806, Lewis spoke of “provisions becoming low” (ml). The animal fat used in cooking
was depleted & Lewis complained “we were reduced
to our roots alone without salt” (ml). Game taken in
the summer has little fat. Later these animals store
fat for use during the rut and over the winter.

Corps Enters Iowa

Throughout the months of August and September,
1806, mosquitos were very troublesome. In South
Dakota, near the James River, “Clark took 8 hunters
to find buffalo, as their supply was low. They killed
2, and camped on a sandbar, to allow the wind to
blow the mosquitos away.
September 3, 1806: the party passed the mouth of
the vermillion river (redstone) in eastern South Dakota. Shortly two boats of 9 men approached.
The boats brought James Aird, known to Clark, who
was a trader from St. Louis. He was licensed to
trade with the Sioux Indians. These traders represented the first Americans they had seen in many
months. Clark spent many hours with them getting
the news concerning the United States. Many topics
including Wilkinson, the Spanish government, the
British, and Hamilton’s death, were discussed. The
party logged 60 miles on this day, camping some
miles NW of Sioux City, Iowa.

On July 20, 1806, Clark sent Pryor and Shields to
make “two Canoes made out of the largest of those
trees and lash them together which will Cause them
to be Study and fully Sufficient to take my small
party & Self with what little baggage we have, down
the river” (wc) … “make Canoes of 28 feet in length
and about 16-18 inches deep” (wc). Remember the
keel boat was returned to St. Louis from Mandan, in
the spring of 1805. The keel boat carried 2 tons of
supplies up the river in 1804.

(Continued-page 4)
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September 4, 1806:

er. This party was successful. They were able “to
get three elks…providing for a “Sumptious Dinner” (wc). 44 miles traveled this day. Camped near
what is now Blair, Nebraska.

(Cont’d from page 3)

“Musquitors became troublesome early this morning” …I purposed to Mr. Aird
to furnish us with 4 carrots (tobacco) for which we
would pay the amount to any Merchant of St. Louis
“ …”Mr. Aird insisted our accepting a barrel of
flour” (wc). It had been a long while since all party
members had eaten flour or smoked or chewed tobacco. The trader provided enough tobacco to last
until the Corps arrived home.

September 8: “at 11 AM we Came too at the bluffs
and Captain Lewis and myself walked up on the
bluffs and around to examine the Country and Situation more particularly” (wc). This was the location
of the council on the bluff where Lewis and Clark
first met the Otoes and Misouries. “all being anxious to get to the River Platt to day they ply’d their
orers very well” (wc).

Upon arriving at Floyd’s Bluff (Iowa) the Corps visited his grave. Although Lewis was recovering from
a gunshot wound through his buttocks, he climbed
the hill with the others to pay his respects to the only
expedition member to die on the trip. Clark thought
either Indians or animals had opened the grave. It
was ordered that the grave be “Completely filled
up” (wc). Later it was learned that Clark told Nicholas Biddle, the first editor of the expedition journals,
that a Sioux chief who had lost a son had opened
Floyd’s grave and buried his son with Floyd. The
Chief stated it was “for the purpose of accompanying him (Floyd) to the other world believing the
white man’s future state was happier…” (wc). 36
miles this day.

It must have been satisfying to return to these familiar places visited two years previously. This was
Camp White Catfish where the Corps camped “from
the 22th to the 26th of July, 1804” (wc).
Again the journals hint of the Corps’ desire to return
quickly to St. Louis. Fall breezes are often from the
North and West and the Corps could have rested and
used the sails. But they didn’t! Rowing downstream increases speed, so as to arrive at their 78
mile destination this day…sooner.
On September 9, the Corps left at 8AM and soon
“passed the entrance of the great river Platt which is
at this time low the water nearly clear current turbelant as usual” (wc). “late in the evening we arived
at the Bald pated prairie and encamped” (wc).
“having made only 73 miles to day” (wc). My worthy friend Cap Lewis has entirely recovered his
wounds are heeled up and he Can Walk and even
run nearly as well as he ever Could. the parts are
yet tender &C.&c.” (wc). Late in this day they
passed into Missouri, from Iowa.

On the morning of September 5, the Corps rose early, given a horrible night due to mosquitoes and little
sleep. As they proceeded south, the width of the river narrowed, became more crooked, and moved faster. Given the longer time on the river and the
thoughts of going home, the Corps logged 73 miles
this day. They saw no big game, but did see many
birds.
“Capt. Lewis still in a Convelesent
State” (wc)”.

The trip home through Iowa was much different
than the trip North 2 years prior. The primary differences were: there was no keelboat of 2 ton heading against the current in unfamiliar territory. Also,
the shear absence of gear and baggage plus the
downstream current and wind allowed 15 miles per
day to become 73 or 83 miles per day, heading
home.

“The Musquetors excessively troublesome” (wc).
On September 6, “we met a tradeing boat…and a
Mr. Ag Choteaux of St. Louis” (wc). While 5 members were hunting, “we purchased a gallon of whiskey of this man…and gave each man of the party a
dram…the first Spiritious licquor…since the 4 of
July 1805” (wc). Several of the party exchanged
leather for linen Shirts and beaver for Corse hats
(woven). “We came 30 miles only to day” (wc).

From August 12, 1806, throughout the balance of
the trip, Lewis ceased writing in his Journal. He
was dealing with a potentially serious gunshot
wound. Clark’s entries focused the return trip to St.
Louis and occasionally on Captain Lewis’ healing
process.

September 7: On the 6th hunting parties embarked
for food but found little. The 7th, the Field brothers
were hunting but their whereabouts was unknown.
Clark sent another party to try to locate them and to
be aware of where the main party was. The Captains
sent out another hunting party near the Soldier Riv-

For some, this is the end of the
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(Continued-page 5)

story. For me, the epilogue (Continued from page 4)
provides the reader the story
following their return home. I recommend reading
any of a number of fine works about both Captains.
The Jones book on William Clark is especially interesting in separating the Captains and their accomplishments once back to civilization.

Connie Ludwig, BSN

Connie Ludwig was a
life member of the
LCHTF and an original
member of the Badger
State Chapter. Her first
love was emergency
room nursing, but she
was an advocate of historical preservation and
supported community
treasures, serving on the
board of directors to
save the Fox River lock system, served on committees to save the Kimberly double house and upgrade
the waterfront in Neenah and served on the board of
directors of the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum. She
traveled the world visiting all seven continents and
all 50 states with her loving husband, Gary. They
enjoyed seeking out numerous Lewis and Clark historic sites. Several bouts with cancer and chronic
illnesses prevented her from being an active Badger
State member, but her fascination with the world
was always a part of her, until her death in June,
2018.

I highly recommend Dr. Gary Moulton’s new work,
The Lewis And Clark Expedition Day By Day, for
any interested scholar of the expedition.
Donald G Shurr

Honoring the Willard Family
During our “Alexander Willard in Wisconsin Project” the Willard family was very helpful in getting
us to our goal of erecting interpretive signs telling
the story of the Willard family living in southwest
Wisconsin. Karen Willard, who is the President and
Computer Archivist for the Willard Family Association of America, Inc. was especially helpful in guiding us to our goal. In recent correspondence with
Karen, we received some sad news regarding a couple of Willard family members.
Karen advised us that; “I must sorrowfully let the
Chapter know that both Barbara R. Willard and Rodney E Willard passed away (in June and in August)
though to the end Dad in particular was fiercely
proud that his grandfather had been honored and researched by the Badger State Chapter. They were
not Badger State Chapter members but did keep up
their membership in the national organization.”

The officers and members of the Badger State Chapter extend their deep condolences to Gary in his loss
of Connie.

Anniversaries Everywhere

We thank the Willard family for the assistance they
gave to our chapter and our thoughts are with them.

On a number of occassions, we have mentioned
2019 is the 20th anniversary of the Badger State
Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. But we should acknowledge that there have
also been some other important anniversaries which
have taken place and will soon take place during the
same time frame as our celebration. Here are some
that come to mind and just for the fun of it we
thought we would share them with you.
During 2018 the Green Bay Packers celebrated their
100th anniversary. Even though the season wasn’t
what Packer fans had expected, we have to
acknowledge and recognize the Packers as one of
the founding teams of the National Football League,
one of the longest playing teams in the league and
one of the most successful teams in professional
football.
(Continued-page 6)

Above: Karen Willard came from her home in Buckley,
Washington to attend the dedication of the
Willard family signs in Platteville, WI
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Let us not forget the 50th
anniversary of rock star,
Elvis Presley’s “1968
Comeback
Special”
broadcast on December 3,
1968.
Perhaps not a
“discoverer” but Elvis was
certainly an “explorer”
that had an impact on the
world’s music.

there are others which have had or will have 50th
anniversary flights; Apollo 7, October 1968, Apollo
9, March 1969, Apollo 10, May 1969 and Apollo 12,
1969. Apollo 13 through 17 flew from 1970 to
1972. 2019 will also see the issue of commemorative coins by the U.S. Mint to honor the Apollo 11
moon landing.

(Continued from page 5)

While the Badger State Chapter celebrates its 20th
anniversary in 2019, the 50th annual meeting of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, held in
Astoria, Oregon in October 2018, celebrated the anniversary of the first meeting of the Foundation in
1968 as well as the 50th anniversary of the National
Trails System Act. At the 2019 Foundation annual
meeting in St. Louis, MO, September 22 to 25,
2019, we will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of
the signing of the articles of incorporation of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc.
Yes, the Foundation had a meeting a year prior to
the signing of its incorporation.

November
11,
2018
th
marked the 100 anniversary of the armistice putting an end to the fighting of
World War I; the war that changed the way wars
would be fought and was to be the “War to End All
Wars.” The Armistice was signed on the eleventh
minute on the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of
the eleventh month of 1918 near the city of Compiegne, France. The Treaty of Versailles was signed
at Versailles, France on June 28, 1919 and officially
ended the state of war between Germany and the allied powers. During 2018, commemorative coins
were issued by the U.S. Mint in remembrance of the
armistice.
Along with the anniversary of the World War I
armistice, 2019 is the
100th anniversary year of
the founding of the American Legion, an organization formed to help recognize and support our veterans. During 2019 the
U.S. Mint will be issuing
commemorative coins to
recognize the Legion’s anniversary.

We are proud to have studied and promoted Lewis
and Clark history for 20 years but as you can see, we
aren’t alone in celebrating an anniversary. Many
anniversaries similar to ours are taking place and we
can have some fun with that fact. If you know of
some other 2019 anniversaries similar to the ones
mentioned here and you think they should be
acknowledged, let us know and we will try to put
them together for future 2019 issues of “Field
Notes.” Send the name of the organization, some
brief information about it and what anniversary they
are celebrating. Information can be emailed to Jim
Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or mailed to him at
9 Hemlock Trail, Madison, WI 53717.

A modern expedition, or expeditions, which celebrate anniversaries in both 2018 and 2019 is the
Apollo Space Program. December 21 – 27, 2018
was the 50th anniversary of Apollo 8, the first
manned flight to reach the moon, circle it ten times
and return safely to earth. And then, in 2019, the
50th anniversary of
the first manned
lunar landing of
Apollo 11 on July
20, 1969, will take
place. These are the
most
recognized
Apollo flights but

Newsletter Articles
Do you have an interesting thought about
the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or

know

someone who shares our interest in “The
Journey?” Would you like to share it with
others through this newsletter? Then write to either
Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at
wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call Bill
at (608) 249-2233.

If you include a picture, we will

be happy to return it upon request.
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Seaman Says-October 2018
We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the minds and
creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”
August 28, 1807: We returned to Locust Hill, the home of Governor Lewis and his family. Of
course they were overjoyed to have him return from Philadelphia and Washington and I must say
they demonstrated a great deal of happiness in seeing me return also. They welcomed me as if I
was the Governor’s protector and guide, and well, I guess I do fill that role as well as others.
Locust Hill is a fine home and plantation. Each morning Governor Lewis mounts his horse and rides around the plantation. Of course I trot alongside of him and we both enjoy the freedom this activity gives us. It is good for us. Ms. Lucy, the Governor’s mother, did an excellent job of managing the business of the plantation while Governor Lewis was
on our expedition and continues to do so now while he wrestles with all his paper work. My guess is that she will continue in this roll while the Governor does his job in St. Louis. Right now Governor Lewis is back to working on papers
and writing many words. I do not really think he enjoys this type of work, he would rather be out on the plantation with
me, but he is dedicated to his work.
Governor Lewis mentions a number of females in his writings. In a letter of Capt. Clark the Governor mentions a “Miss
C” and also a “Miss _______.” To Mr. Dickerson in Philadelphia he writes of “Miss A______n R_____sh” and Miss
“E_____B_____y.” The Governor talks to me as he writes these letters and it strikes me that he very much wants to
have a wife but so far has been unable to court a lady into marriage. This seems to confuse him, as it does me. I do not
understand his not winning a wife as I believe he would make an excellent mate and parent.
The Governor and I also visited President Jefferson at his home, a place called Monticello, another fine plantation. Our
time here is mostly taken up with more writing, talking and planning. The good thing is that each morning the President
and Governor go for horseback rides and I accompany them, often running off by myself and exploring the plantation.
After our visit to Monticello is finished, Governor Lewis tells me he must make a trip to a city called Richmond and
attend a trial of a man by the name of Aaron Burr. I know nothing of Richmond or the man named Burr and thankfully,
the Governor tells me I will not be making this trip with him. It will be nothing but sitting in rooms and
talking and so I am to stay at Locust Hill until he returns. This makes me happy as I would rather be able
to roam free on the plantation rather than confined to a room all day.
Governor Lewis also tells me he plans to begin his travel to St. Louis once he returns from Richmond and I
am happy to hear this. I enjoy the travel, it reminds me of our expedition and I am anxious to see what
work the Governor will be involved in.

Treasurer’s Report: The Badger State Chapter had $5,498.64 in the Treasury as of
December 31, 2018. We have 71 paid Chapter members. Chapter members come
from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Montana, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland,
Washington, Virginia, & Florida.

Badger State Chapter Officers:

Board of Directors:

Jim Rosenberger…...………………….…….President

1-David Sorgel

Phone: (608)833-2488

(608)516-1830

E-mail: punkinz@tds.net

2-Dick Campbell

Jack Schroeder..…………....…….…...Vice-President

(920)231-8267

Ph: (608)204-0052 E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net

3-Mary Jo Meyer

Mary Strauss..……...……...……….……….Secretary
Ph: (920)602-1726

E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com

(608)547-8715

E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com

E-mail: wihikers@hotmail.com

Marcia Holman…………....……….…..…...Treasurer

Field Notes Editor:

Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com

Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com
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