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During this time in history:
(January 1804 - July 1806)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals
of the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by
Gary E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press,
1983-2001.)
Our journal entries deal with Expedition
member Private John B. Thompson.
January 19, 1804; Camp Dubois, IL, Clark:
“…Some snow fell last night…Gibson killed
3 deer & Colter 3 turkey, Shields 4 turkey,
Werner & THOMPSON 14 rabbits.”
July 18, 1804; Nadawa Island, MO, Lewis:
“…The Commanding Officers do appoint
the following persons to receive, cook and
take charge of the provisions which may
from time to time be issued to the respective
messes; John B. THOMPSON to Sgt.
Floyd’s mess, William Werner to Sgt. Ordway’s mess and John Collins to Sgt. Pryor’s
mess…”
August 12, 1804; Sand Island, Monona or
Woodbury County, IA, Clark: “…Peter
Weiser appointed cook to Sgt. Floyd’s squad
from today.”
Moulton footnote: “John B. THOMPSON
had previously held this position in Floyd’s
squad. Apparently he had proved unsatisfactory.”
May 28, 1805; Chouteau County, MT,
Clark: “…A creek below us, 35 yards wide,
I call THOMPSONS creek after a valuable
member of our party…”
October 8, 1805; near Spalding, ID, Clark:
“…one canoe in which Sgt. Gass was steering was nearly turned over, she filled with
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2)

On March 12, 2019 the President
of the United States signed the
“John D. Dingel Jr. Conservation
Management and Recreation Act”
into law. The Act included 100
provisions but most importantly
for us, the Act included The Eastern Legacy extension of the Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail (LCNHT). This adds 1,200
miles to the Trail and the Trail
now runs 4,900 miles from Pittsburgh, PA to the mouth of the
Columbia River in Oregon. The
Trail extension follows the Ohio
River from Pittsburgh, PA to the Mississippi River and then the Mississippi
River up to St. Louis/Camp Wood, IL.
A complete review of the importance and impact of the addition of the Eastern Legacy to the LCNHT can be found on the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation’s website; www.lewisandclark.org. On the Home Page, look
under “Welcome” and click on “National Trail Extended 1,200 miles.”
The National Park Service and the folks in the Falls of the Ohio Area are
sponsoring a media event to celebrate/announce the extension of the
LCNHT. It will take place on Monday, May 13, 2019 in Clarksville, IN at
the Falls of the Ohio Interpretive Center beginning at 10 a.m. EDT.
Details are still being finalized, and our Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation (LCTHF) will not be the focus while we
give way to recognize dignitaries who were instrument
(Continued-page 2)
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tal in achieving the (Trail Extended-continued from page 1)
Trail extension, It
would, however, be nice if we could have a strong contingent of Foundation members on hand to celebrate the
culmination of decades of hard work by the LCTHF to
get this accomplished.

(Continued from “Grey Column” page 1)
water and sunk on the rapid. The men, several of which could
not swim, hung on to the canoe…one man, THOMPSON, a
little hurt…”
March 1, 1806; Ft. Clatsop, OR, Lewis: “This morning Sgt.
Gass and a party set out in quest of the elk which had been
killed by the hunters the day before yesterday. They returned
with the flesh of three of them late in the evening. THOMPSON was left with the hunters in order to jerk and take care of
the flesh of the remaining two…”

Interest in Lewis and Clark history is already picking up
in the Ohio Valley as media outlets have been picking up
this story and tourist bureaus are starting to incorporate
the expedition into their promotions. This gives the
Foundation and Chapter an opportunity to add some
members and who better than us to encourage people to
join? Please consider attending this event but if you
can’t, the area will also be holding its annual Handshake
Festival on October 5-6, 2019 which celebrates Lewis
meeting Clark at the Falls of the Ohio.

March 13, 1806; Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: “…Reubin Field and
THOMPSON, who set out on a hunting excursion yesterday
morning towards Point Adams, have not yet returned…”
March 14, 1806; Ft. Clatsop, OR, Lewis: ‘…Reubin Field and
THOMPSON returned this evening, unsuccessful, having
killed one brant only…”

A lot of people worked many hours to get this legislation
passed into law and they deserve our sincere thanks. A
special thank you also goes to those Badger Chapter
members who wrote our Representatives and Senators in
support of the Eastern Legacy Extension.

April 11, 1806; Skamania County, WA, Lewis: “…Three of
this same tribe of villains, the Wah-clel-lars, stole my dog this
evening and took him towards their village…I sent three men
in pursuit of the thieves…the Indians, discovering the party in
pursuit of them, left the dog and fled. They also stole an axe
from us but scarcely had it in their possession before THOMPSON detected them and wrest it from them…”

Anniversaries Everywhere - Part 2
The 20th anniversary of the Badger State Chapter of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation continues
through 2019 and we continue to celebrate as many other
anniversaries as we can; some of great importance and
some just plain fun. Thank you to members who directed
us to some of these anniversaries.

May 19, 1806; Camp Chopunnish, ID, Lewis: “…We sent
Charbonneau, THOMPSON, Potts, Hall and Weiser over the
river to a village above in order to purchase some roots to eat
with our lean bear meat. For this purpose we gave them a few
awls, knitting pins and armbands…”

Wisconsin football fans can be proud of the Green Bay
Packers winning the first two professional championship
games which came to be called the Super Bowl. But on
January 12, 1969 the New York Jets upset the Baltimore
Colts to win Super Bowl III and end the National Conference’s domination over the American Conference.

June 21, 1806; Clearwater County, ID, Lewis: “…One of
Thompson’s horses is either choked this morning or has the
distemper very badly. I fear he is to be of no further service to
us…” (we assume Lewis is referring to the horse rather than
Thompson)
July 1, 1806, Travelers Rest, MT, Lewis: ‘…From this place I
determined to go with a small party by the most direct route to
the Great Falls of the Missouri, there to leave THOMPSON,
McNeal and Goodrich to prepare carriages and gear for the
purpose of transporting the canoes and baggage over the portage…”

150 years ago, on May 10, 1869 near Promontory, Utah,
the Transcontinental Railroad was completed and the last
spikes were driven into the ground to complete the work
that had started in 1863. California provided a gold
spike, Nevada a silver spike and Arizona one of gold,
silver and iron. Thanks to chapter member Lorna Hainesworth for this anniversary item.

July 9, 1806; Cascade County, MT, Lewis: “…a very large
bear in the plains had pursued Sgt. Gass and THOMPSON
some distance but their horses enabled them to keep out of its
reach. They were afraid to fire on the bear least their horses
should throw them as they were unaccustomed to the gun…”

In the year 1999 a very special author in the world of
Lewis and Clark literature, Stephen Ambrose, visited
with our Badger Chapter at our chapter meeting being
held at the annual meeting of the Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation in Bismarck, North Dakota. We
thought Ambrose would only have time to visit with us
for a few minutes but he stayed for well over an hour discussing various topics from his book on the Lewis and
Clark
Expedition,
“Undaunted

July 13, 1806; near the Great Falls, MT, Lewis: “…Removed
above to my old station opposite the upper point of the White
Bear Island. Formed our camp and set THOMPSON and others at work to complete the gear for the horses…”

(Continued-page 3)
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Courage”, to his new book which (Cont’d from page 2)
would be published in 2000 and be
entitled “Nothing Like It In the World; the Men who
Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869. This is a
very special 20 year anniversary to celebrate our time
with Stephen Ambrose.

President’s Message
By:Jim Rosenberger
It seems as though Spring
may be arriving but we dare
not get too confident. Fall
and the early weeks of winter fooled us into thinking
we would have a mild winter but Mother Nature sure
pulled one over on us. Ice
dams anyone? And we sure
got enough practice on how
to drive on snow or ice covered roads. But now on to Spring and Summer.

May 14, 2019 will be the 215th anniversary of the Corps
of Discovery departing from Camp Wood, IL to start the
Lewis and Clark Expedition.
As mentioned in our last issue of “Field Notes” the Lewis
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation will be holding their
50th anniversary celebration of the signing of their articles of incorporation in St. Louis, MO, September 21-25,
2019. Join us to celebrate the double 2019 anniversaries.
November 15, 2019 is the 80th anniversary of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt laying the cornerstone of the Jefferson Memorial.

This quarter’s “Field Notes” contains both good news
and sad news. A good news article is that the extension
of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail was approved and we now have a Trail going essentially from
coast to coast. I encourage you to visit the Foundation’s
website at www.lewisandclark.org and read about the
impact this can have on Lewis and Clark history and our
Foundation.

From August 15–18, 1969 a music festival held on a 600
acre dairy farm near While Lake in Bethel, New York
attracted over 400,000 young attendees. It would earn
the name “Woodstock”. 32 acts performed at the event
including Credence Clearwater Revival, Janis Joplin,
Joan Baez, Joe Cocker, Jimi Hendrix, Blood, Sweat and
Tears and Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young.

The sad news is our loss of Chapter member Mark
Nelezen this past February. Mark had a love for Lewis
and Clark history and, I would go so far as to say he had
a love for all history. He was a very supportive member
of our Badger State Chapter and the Foundation and he
will be missed by us all. At our March 23rd Chapter
meeting in Waunakee we approved our annual donation
to the Foundation in the amount of $360 and will be
sending it to the Foundation as a memorial to Mark with
a request to use the funds for Lewis and Clark educational purposes. You may add to those funds by donating
directly to the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, P.O. Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 50403 and indicate
your donation is in memory of Mark Nelezen. We would
appreciate your donation being earmarked for educational purposes but that is your choice. Donators will be
listed in the Foundation’s quarterly magazine, “We Proceeded On.”

“Woodstock 50” is in the planning to be held on August
16-18, 2019 on a 1,000 acre greenspace in Watkins Glen
in upstate New York near the Finger Lakes.
Thanks to chapter member Lorna Hainesworth for this
anniversary item and yes, Lorna attended Woodstock in
1969 and plans to attend Woodstock 50.
In 1919 the Eighteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified and prohibited “…the manufacture, sale,
or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the
United States…” The amendment did not accomplish its
goal and 15 years later was repealed with the TwentyFirst Amendment.
The Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was
also ratified by Congress in 1919 and it granted women
the right to vote. The House of Representatives voted
May 21, 1919 and the Senate voted June 4, 1919. The
amendment became effective August 18, 1920 when Tennessee became the 36th State to ratify it. Today there are
102 women serving in the House of Representatives and
25 in the Senate.

Our first chapter meeting of the year was attended by 13
chapter members plus our guest speaker, Ann Waidelich.
Ann gave an excellent Power Point presentation about
the history of the Reindahl House and Effigy Mound in
Monona, WI. She told the history of Knute Reinhold and
his building a cottage on the shore of Lake Monona and
how it grew into a house, then an apartment building and
finally was torn down after a fire. A Native Effigy
Mound was alongside this house through all this time and
Ann told the story of the effort it has taken to preserve
the mound as well as the effort it takes to preserve
mounds in general. Thank you Ann,
for an excellent presentation.
(Continued-page 4)

So there are some more 2019 anniversaries that join us in
celebrating our Chapter’s 20th anniversary. Do you
know of more? We would like to hear about them. You
can send them to Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or
9 Hemlock Trail, Madison, WI 53717.
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On Thursday, February 21st, 2019 Badger Chapter member Mark Nelezen passed away at the age of 66 in Mesa,
Arizona.

We also had an interesting ques- (Cont’d from page 3)
tion and answer period after Ann’s
presentation during which Chapter Vice-President Jack
Schroeder talked about some interesting research he had
done regarding Native Mounds. As an example, there are
over 20,000 mounds within the state of Wisconsin, the
most of any other location in the world, and people come
to Wisconsin from all over the world just to view and
research the mounds. This sounds like another program
in the making.

Mark was born on January 8, 1953 in Green Bay, WI; he
was adopted on March 17, 1953 by Clarendon and Marian Nelezen of Oshkosh, WI. He graduated from Lourdes
High School in 1971, and attended the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. He worked for the State of Wisconsin for 30 years in the Department of Health and Human
Services until 1990 and the Department of Community
Corrections-Probation and Parole until his retirement in
2009. He received the Top Cop Award by the Winnebago County District Attorney’s Office in 2002 while a
Probation & Parole agent. Mark was known for his work
ethic; beyond his many roles with the State of Wisconsin
he started his own painting business in 1969 while still in
high school. He continued painting professionally until
his final days. Mark was also the property manager for
the Village at Westhaven Condo Association for 4 years
during his retirement.

We continue to work on a date for our annual “Bison
Bash” picnic and will announce the date when set. We
will have a Chapter meeting on November 2, 2019 at the
Oconomowoc Library with guest speaker Jessica Michna
who will portray First Lady, Dolley Madison. This will
be a unique and special presentation so plan on attending.
Spread the word and bring a friend.
In the October 2018 issue of “Field Notes” there was an
article about the Wisconsin connections to Lewis and
Clark. One “connection” was Eston Hemings, the son of
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings, moving to Wisconsin in 1852. The Spring issue of the “Wisconsin
Magazine of History” produced by the Wisconsin State
Historical Society, contains a very interesting article entitled, “The Jeffersons of Madison” written by Sebastian
Van Bastelaer. It is the story of Eston moving to Madison and the history of his family after the move. It is
very interesting and I recommend you obtain a copy of
the magazine to read the details of this Lewis and Clark
connection.

On August 1, 1987 Mark married Cynthia Arts; they enjoyed 31 years of marriage and in 1992 welcomed their
lovely daughter, Abigail.
Mark was a constant student who was eager to learn;
something he fostered in his family’s lives. An ardent
believer in education, Mark was extremely proud to see
his daughter continue her own education in medical
school. In his own pursuit of knowledge, he could frequently be found with a new book in hand, reading for
hours, which would most likely be followed by a nap in
his recliner. Every day gave him a new bit of information, or “nugget” as they were referred to, that he was
happy to share with anyone. He was known for his dry
wit, boisterous laughter, and endless curiosity about the
little things.

Remembering our Friend, Mark Nelezen

In 2015 Mark and Cindy began to winter in Mesa, AZ,
and they quickly found a second family with all of the
new friends they made. In retirement, Mesa became a
new home they were excited to share with anyone who
wanted to visit. They also began traveling the world at
what seemed to be record pace during their retirement.
Together, Mark and Cindy balanced seeing many of the
various places on Mark’s bucket list with visiting family
across the country. Mark could frequently be found with
an atlas in hand to plot his course to a National Park or
U.S. historical site.
Mark was a man of many interests and seemed to know a
little something about everything. He loved and cherished history which he fulfilled by becoming a lifetime
member of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation (LCTHF) in 2014. He was elected and served 4
years as a board member of the na(Continued-page 5)
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tional LCTHF and was a devot- (Continued from page 4)
ed member of the Badger State
Chapter of LCTHF. Mark supported the Badger State
Chapter by reporting to the membership about his many
Lewis and Clark travels and his participation on the
LCTHF board. He frequently enjoyed many trips into
nature, following in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark. He
also had a passion for aviation, which led to him and Cindy hosting many guests during the EAA Air Show in
Oshkosh, WI. The Nelezen home was a haven to all who
shared Mark’s interest in flight, as 2019 would mark the
30th year he and Cindy opened their home to an extended
family of flight enthusiasts.
Mark is survived by his loving wife Cindy, his daughter
Abi Nelezen, (Evan Davies), his sister Carlene Flaherty
(Doug Flaherty), his nephews Jeff Wheeler (Leigh Gilman) and their children Aaron and Margot, Dan Wheeler
(Grace Park) and their son Owen, and Matt Wheeler. He
is further survived by sister-in-law Nancy Lee Arts, and
many other relatives and lifelong friends. He was preceded in death by his father, Clarendon, his mother Marian, and his in-laws, James and Ilene Arts.
In keeping with Mark’s interests, the family requests memorials in Mark’s honor go to the Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation or the Oshkosh Area Humane Society. The Badger State Chapter is contributing a memorial
in Mark’s name to the LCTHF and requesting it be directed towards education. The chapter encourages chapter members and friends to make a personal, individual
contribution to the Foundation as a memorial to Mark for
all he did for Lewis and Clark history, the Foundation
and the Badger State Chapter. Memorials should be sent
to The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, P.O.
Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403 and designated as “In
Memory of Mark Nelezen.”
Mark had a great run, living life on his terms until the
end. Mark now hits “The Trail.”

LCTHF White
Cliffs Canoe Trip
Be advised that some
openings remain for the
July 15 – 17, 2019 canoe
trip through the Missouri
River Breaks/White Cliffs
area being sponsored by
the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation (LCTHF),
Portage Route Chapter and Montana River Outfitters.

Photos from similar trip by
Rosenbergers & Holmans in 2008

up and taken down for you and meals prepared for you
by Montana River Outfitters. A cot and air mattress will
also be supplied. This is a real opportunity to experience
some of the most beautiful country along the Lewis &
Clark Trail.

The trip will take you through the beautiful Missouri River country traveled by Lewis & Clark. You will paddle,
hike & explore as if you were with the Corps of Discovery. But here is the big difference; your tent will be set

(Continued-page 6)
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The trip cost is $1,500; a
(Continued from page 5)
$500 deposit is due with
your RSVP and the remaining $1,000 is due by June 15,
2019. You will receive a donation receipt for $500 from
the LCTHF. A few openings remain so get your reservations in soon.
On Thursday July 18th a half day visit will be made to the
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center in Great Falls, MT followed by lunch and then visit
the First Peoples Buffalo Jump outside of Great Falls.
You will see a historic buffalo jump utilized by Native
American tribes which has been described as possibly
North America’s largest buffalo jump or the world’s largest. There is some evidence that it was the most utilized
buffalo jump in the world. The site was added to the National Register of Historic Places on December 17, 1974
and designated a National Historic Landmark in August
2015.
Friday July 19th you will travel to Camp Disappointment
and the Fight Site where Foundation Member Larry Epstein will lead a narrated tour of the spot where Captain
Lewis and his men skirmished with the Blackfoot Indians.

Questions submitted to Meriwether Lewis
by Dr. Benjamin Rush to develop information about Native Nations that Lewis
would meet. 17 May 1803.

More detailed information on the entire trip can be obtained by email at lindyh@lewisandclark.org or phone
the Foundation at 888-701-3434.

And don’t forget to bring your Golden Age Pass.

I. Physical history & Medicine

Newsletter Articles

What are the acute diseases of the Indians…?
What is their state of life as to longevity…?
At what age do they marry…?
The state of the pulse as to frequency in the morning, at noon
& at night – before & after eating…?
Do they ever use voluntary fasting?
At what time do they rise – their baths?
What is their diet, manner of cooking and times of eating?
How do they preserve their food?

Do you have an interesting thought about
the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or

know

someone who shares our interest in “The
Journey?” Would you like to share it with
others through this newsletter? Then write to either
Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at
wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call Bill
at (608) 249-2233.

II. Morals

If you include a picture, we will

What are their vices?
Is suicide common among them? Ever from love?
Do they employ and substitute for ardent spirits to promote
intoxication?
Is murder common among them and do they punish it with
death?

be happy to return it upon request.

Treasurer’s Report: The Badger
State Chapter had $5,116.47 in the
Treasury as of April 1, 2019. We
have 72 paid members. Chapter
members come from Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Michigan, Montana, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Washington,
California, Virginia, & Florida.

III. Religion
Do they use animal sacrifices in their worship?
What are the principal objects of their worship?
How do they dispose of their dead and with what ceremonies
do they inter them?
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Seaman Says-April 2019
We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the minds and
creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”
December 17, 1808: It appears we have finally completed our business at Monticello, the President’s house, Philadelphia and the many other locations we have visited. We will finally be departing for St. Louis. I will be very happy to be traveling once again but our departure causes me
to contemplate past and future events.
It will be good to be on the road and in fresh air. While the President’s house was big I would say it was too big and it
was still being built. There was very little furniture and in cold months it was very cold inside. I am thankful for my
thick coat of fur. One could get very lonely in such a house. One needs a mate in such a place and the President did not
have one. Governor Lewis has not found a mate as yet and it even seems like he has given up the idea of having a mate.
I don’t think that is good for his future and I hope he will find a mate in St. Louis.
I enjoyed being with President Jefferson. He seems to be a very intelligent and polite male human. He seems to have a
lot of work to do with this President position he has and it visibly tires him. It is my desire that we will meet with him
again at some future time. I believe the President would, some day, like to see Governor Lewis living in this house as
President but I honestly do not think this would be a good position for the Governor. Again, the first thing he needs to
obtain is a mate to give and receive affection and support. Then living in this large empty building would be easier.
Governor Lewis is not a man to sit at a desk and be inside all the time. He is a man of action, to be in the outdoors with
nature, to be on the move and exploring. The work he did on our recent expedition was excellent and I cannot see him
accomplish the same quality of work confined inside a building and behind a desk.
Over the past months I have noticed Governor Lewis has acquaintances but does not have a lot of close friends. I would
consider President Jefferson as his friend in a working or job kind of way and then there was Mr. Dickerson in Philadelphia town. He and the Governor spent many happy days and nights on the town. And, of course, there is Captain Clark,
probably the Governors closest friend. He stands by the Governor in all matters and if I was not with the Governor, I
would want to be with the Captain. In all of our travels I have made a number of good friends in various species including humans. Perhaps I can do a better job in the future of helping the Governor make friends.
Since returning from our expedition I have also noticed the Governor drinks more liquids than the water we drank on
our cross country trip. From what I can tell the liquids have a different taste but they do seem to make him very happy,
sometimes too happy. I will have to observe this habit and see if I must support him in any way; perhaps
with the help of Captain Clark.
So who can say what the future holds. For now we are prepared to depart for St. Louis and I am happy to
be traveling again and anxiously await the adventures we will experience.

Badger State Chapter Officers:
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1-David Sorgel
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Mary Strauss..……...……...……….……….Secretary
Ph: (920)602-1726

E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com

(608)547-8715

E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com

E-mail: wihikers@hotmail.com
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Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com

Bill Holman
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