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During this time in history:
(February 1804 - August 1806)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of the Lewis
& Clark Expedition edited by Gary E. Moulton, U. of
Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.)
Our journal entries deal with Expedition member Private Richard Windsor.
February 6, 1804, Camp Wood, IL, Clark: WINDSOR
killed a Badger.” (Note: On July 30, 1804 Joseph
Field killed a Badger and brought it into camp.
Moulton footnote: “The Badger was probably the first
zoological specimen preserved by Lewis on the expedition. Lewis skinned & stuffed it to send back to
Jefferson…Clark noted one killed at River DuBois on
Feb. 6, 1804, with no indication it was new to him….”
May 26, 1805, Fergus County, MT, Lewis: “…We
passed another creek a few miles below Turtle Creek
which also had running water bed rock. We called it
WINDSOR Creek…”
June 7, 1805, Marias River, MT, Lewis: “…In passing
along the face of one of these bluffs today I slipped at
a narrow pass and but for a quick and fortunate recovery by means of my espontoon I should have been
precipitated into the river down a craggy precipice of
about ninety feet…I heard a voice behind me cry out
God! God! Captain what shall I do? I found it was
WINDSOR who had slipped and fallen about the center of this narrow pass and was lying prostrate on his
belly with his right hand, arm and leg over the precipice while he was holding on with the left arm and foot
as well as he could…I spoke very calmly to him and
assured him that he was in no kind of danger, to take
the knife out of his belt behind him with his right hand
and dig a hole with it in the face of the bank to receive
his right foot, which he did, and then raised himself to
his knees; I then directed him to take off his mockersons and to come forward on his hands and knees
holding the knife in one hand and the gun in the other.
This he happily effected and escaped…”
April 6, 1806, Multnomah County, OR, Lewis: “…
This morning Sgt. Gass returned with Collins and
WINDSOR. They had not succeeded in killing a female bear tho’ they had brought three cubs with them.
The Indians who visited us today fancied these pets
and gave us Wapato in exchange for them…”
(Cont-See “Grey Column” page 2)

Continued on page 2
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President’s Message

July 23, 1806, near
(Cont-“Grey Column” from page 1)
Billings MT, Clark:
“...I gave Sgt. Pryor his instructions and a letter to Mr. Heney and
directed that he, G. Shannon and WINDSOR take the remaining
horses to the Mandans…”

By: Jim Rosenberger
All members of the Badger State
Chapter have received their membership renewal letter and I hope
that all of you will be sending in
your renewal form and dues. As I
have mentioned in the past, 2019
will be our chapter’s 20th anniversary and it would be a wonderful
way to start the anniversary year
with our past years membership level of nearly 80 members. Please send in your membership renewal and while we
are at it, let’s try to sign up a few new members.

August 8, 1806, KcKenzie County, ND, Clark: “…At 8 a.m. Sgt.
Pryor, Shannon, Hall and WINDSOR came down the river in two
canoes made of buffalo skins. Sgt. Pryor informed me that the
second night after he parted with me on the river Rochejhone he…
halted to let the horses graze…here he determined to continue all
night…In the morning he could see no horses. In looking about
their camp they discovered several tracks within 100 paces of their
camp, which they pursued and found where they had caught and
drove off all the horses…finding that there was not the smallest
chance of overtaking the Indians they returned to their camp and
packed up their baggage…on the night of the 26th, the night after
the horses had been stolen, a Wolf bit Sgt. Pryor through his hand
when asleep and this animal was so vicious as to make an attempt
to seize WINDSOR when Shannon fortunately shot him…”

You may recall that in the April edition of “Field Notes” I
mentioned we had our March chapter meeting at the Waunakee Public Library and that after our meeting the library
asked if we could do a presentation. On August 16, chapter
member and board member, Dick Campbell, and I did a
6:30 P.M. presentation on the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
Even with heavy rain and wind Dick, along with his two
daughters, was able to drive from Oshkosh, WI and we
were able to start on time. And, despite the bad weather,
we had 30 attendees.

(This is the last mention of Pvt. Richard Windsor in the Captain’s
journals.)

Badger State Chapter Receives
Special Award at Annual Meeting
(See photos on page 1)
This year’s annual meeting of the Lewis and Clark
Trail Heritage Foundation in Astoria, Oregon turned
out to be very special for the Badger State Chapter.
On Monday, October 8th the awards luncheon was
held, which is the usual custom. However, this year
our chapter was presented with an award for
“Exemplary Service to and Financial Support of the
LCTHF…” as well as financial support to other chapters for their projects. And it didn’t stop there. We
were also recognized for promoting Lewis and Clark
history, supporting the trail and for our “Alexander
Willard in Wisconsin” project. The award was presented in the form of a Plaque. I was very happy to
accept the reward on behalf of all Badger State Chapter members. It is your support that has made it possible for us to accomplish what we have, and I thank
you all for your dedication to our mission.

Dick gives an excellent presentation on the Expedition. He
has a very good power point presentation and tells the why
and how of the expedition along with the story of his personal experiences on the Lewis and Clark Trail. This generated a good question and answer period and the library subsequently told us that they had very positive feedback on
the presentation. My thanks go to Dick for a job well done.
You might have noticed that this quarterly issue of “Field
Notes” is later than usual. I asked our editor, Bill Holman,
to delay the printing and mailing of the newsletter due to
the fact that the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation’s annual meeting was being held from October 7 – 10
this year rather than during the usual months of July or August. I wanted to include any news from the annual meeting in this October issue rather than wait until the January
issue. I appreciate Bill’s agreeing to the delay and I hope
you enjoy the news from the annual meeting.
Again, I ask all members to give some thought to what you
would like to have done to celebrate our Chapter’s 20 th anniversary. We were chartered on July 30, 1999 and, as an
example, we might celebrate our anniversary at each of our
2019 chapter meetings, have a special event, or celebrate at
our annual Bison picnic. Please give this some thought and
give me and/or our board of directors your ideas. We
would like to make this a special celebration.

This year’s meeting was well organized and since it
was on the Oregon Coast there was not a problem
with the oppressive heat that typically accompanies
the annual meeting. As a matter of fact, on the day we
visited Fort Clatsop it rained all day which gave us a
chance to experience the weather as the Corps of Discovery did. We visited most of the Lewis and Clark
sites along the Columbia River and had excellent
speakers at all locations and meetings. A great meeting and now on to St. Louis, MO for the 2019 annual
meeting.
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nates and established a grid formation on the area
of interest as to where we felt the cabin should
have been. After this tedious process, they ran
their ground penetrating radar. After 2 days of
scouring the area with his device, there was no
evidence of ground disturbance. One thing that
was noted is that there was a wave effect at lower
levels in the soil across the whole area that possibly represented that the Fever River had changed
its course over the decades and had washed away
the cabin site. Soil boring to a depth of 4 feet was
conducted throughout the locations and compared
to surrounding locations along with the banks of
the river and all seemed consistent, no unusual
soil types were found. Day 3 was spent searching
in alternate locations (GPR) along with more soil
samples but without any success.

Willard’s Cabin Project Update
On May 3rd, 4th, and 5th, Ned Farley (PhD, RPA,
Department of Anthropology, Wisconsin Lutheran College) along with one of Mr. Farley’s Grad.
Students, Rich Hall-Reppen, (property owners)
Jim Rosenberger and Chuck Bebow met at the
farm house on Rich’s property to formulate and
execute a game plan using ground penetrating
radar in an attempt to locate the old Alexander
Willard cabin.

Prior to this gathering, we had made several attempts to locate the cabin’s site including scouring through dozens of old survey maps, hiring
local surveyors to help find an approximate location, the use of metal detectors as well as visual
observations of the location suspected of being
the site. After 4 attempts to locate the cabin were
to no avail, we contacted Mr. Farley and asked if
he had an interest in using his ground penetrating
radar in order to find any kind of soil abnormalities that might lead to the cabin’s foundation, garbage pit, fire rings, smelter or any other abnormality that might authenticate the area of the cabin. Mr. Farley was very receptive to the opportunity to use his ground penetrating equipment on
this project.

In conclusion, Mr. Farley issued a detailed 9 page
report on his findings. This report included topics
such as the physical setting, soil types, vegetation
as well as methods and techniques used on this
project. Mr. Farley’s opinion is that unless excavation is performed to strip off top soil (3-4 feet)
from the site in order to do another ground scan,
it would not pay to continue the study. His feelings are the same as Rich’s and mine in that the
site has been washed away by the natural movement of the sharp bend (oxbow effect) of the Fever River.

With high enthusiasm, we met for 3 days in early
May in a quest to finalize the exact location of the
cabin. The work of an anthropologist is very tedious and demanding. Mr. Farley and his
coworker set up and documented exact coordi-

Your Obedient Servant,
Charlie Bebow
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Wisconsin Connections to Lewis & Clark
Lewis and Clark make a number of references in their
journals to Prairie du Chien, WI. They recognize Prairie du Chien as a trade center of the Fox, Wisconsin,
Mississippi River route from the Great Lakes area to
St. Louis and New Orleans. A good example is William Clark’s journal entry of September 3, 1806: “…
at half past 4 P.M. we spied two boats and several
men…I landed and was met by a Mr. James Aird from
Mackinac by way of Prairie du Chien and St. Louis.
This gentleman is of the house of Dickson & Co. of
Prairie du Chien who has a license to trade for one
year with the Sioux…” Prof. Gary Moulton, editor of
the Lewis and Clark journals, explains in a footnote:
“James Aird, a Scotsman, had been a trader at Mackinac by 1779 and one of the earliest settlers at Prairie
du Chien, in modern Wisconsin, where he was employed by Robert Dickson, one of the leading traders
on the upper Mississippi…”
Within the Draper collection and the Clark papers the
WHS also has a letter written by Thomas Jefferson to
George Rogers Clark in 1783 asking Clark if he would
lead a party to explore the country from the Mississippi River to California.

Perhaps Wisconsin’s strongest connection to Lewis
and Clark history is that the original copy of the
“Journal of Sgt. Charles Floyd”, a member of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, is the property of the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) and is often on display
and can be viewed there.

The WHS also has a first edition copy of the “Journal
of Patrick Gass”, another sergeant on the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. In 1807 the Gass journal was the
first to be published, seven years before the Lewis and
Clark journals were printed.

Lyman C. Draper, the first director of WHS, is probably responsible for obtaining the Floyd Journal as part
of Clark Family Papers he obtained from the Clark
Family. It is likely that nobody knew the Journal was
a part of the Clark papers and the collection was stored
for years in a barn owned by Draper and located on
West Washington Avenue in Madison, WI.

The American Philosophical Society (APS) owned
most of the original journals kept by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. In 1901 the APS contacted
Reuben Gold Thwaites, who was still the director of
the WHS, and asked that he edit these journals.
Thwaites agreed, resulting in the 1904 edition entitled,
“The Original Journals of Lewis and Clark.” While
doing his work, the original journals were on premises
at the WHS.

In 1893, Reuben Gold Thwaites, the 2nd director of
WHS, discovered the Floyd Journal while reviewing
the documents contained in the Clark Family Papers
which Draper had obtained. Thwaites made the Journal part of the WHS collections.
Under the leadership of Badger State Chapter member
Chuck Hatfield and support of the Friends of the
WHS, the Badger State Chapter of the Lewis and
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation and others, the book,
“Exploring with Lewis and Clark; the 1804 Journal of
Charles Floyd” edited by James J. Holmberg was published in 2004 by the University of Oklahoma press in
association with The Friends of the WHS. The book is
unique in that it not only tells the story of Sgt. Charles
Floyd but also contains a facsimile of the “Floyd Journal.” Each page of the Journal is reproduced in
Floyd’s handwriting and then has a clear, typed page
next to it making for an easier read.

During this time Thwaites also started a search for any
other Lewis and Clark writings and journals and in
1903 learned of a woman in San Francisco who had
the journal of Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, an enlisted
man on the Expedition. Thwaites was able to obtain
the use of the Whitehouse Journal and was able to include it in his editing project. Today the Whitehouse
Journal is held by the Newberry Library in Chicago.
Thwaites also became aware of a collection of journals, maps and letters in the possession of Julia Clark
Voorhis, the granddaughter of William Clark, and
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with the help of the publisher Dodd, Mead and Company, Thwaites was able to include these documents
in the editing project. In 1904-1905 “The Original
Journals of Lewis and Clark” was published. This
was during the centennial celebration of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.

fought in a Wisconsin regiment during the Civil War.
Eston and his family are buried in Forest Hill Cemetery in Madison, WI.
Stephen Ambrose, author of “Undaunted Courage” the
premier book about Meriwether Lewis and the Lewis
and Clark Expedition, was born in Illinois but grew up
in Whitewater, Wisconsin. After high school he attended the University of Wisconsin from 1953 to 1957
which included playing on the Badger football team.
Ambrose commented that, “…I knew from the start
that Big Ten football was as far as our athletic abilities
would take us.” But “I do have a boast that I was the
last Big Ten player to play a sixty-minute game,
against Ohio State in 1956 – we lost, 21-14…” In his
sophomore year Ambrose took a required history
course taught by Professor William B. Hesseltine and
as a result, changed his major to history. The rest is
history.

In 1913, while reviewing their grandfather’s papers,
the grandsons of Nicholas Biddle discovered the three
-volume journal of Sgt. John Ordway and a journal
kept by Captain Lewis covering his 1803 trip from
Pittsburgh, PA to Camp Wood, IL. The third director
of the WHS, Milo Milton Quaife, was called upon to
do the editing work on the Ordway Journal and what
became to be called Lewis’s Eastern Journal.
In 1814, during the War of 1812, William Clark led
troops from St. Louis, MO to Prairie du Chien, WI to
build Fort Shelby as protection against the British. He
returned to Prairie du Chien in 1825 and again in 1830
to conduct peace negotiation with the local Native
Nations.

In 2012 Grand Marsh Elementary School in Grand
Marsh, WI was awarded a grant for scholastic
achievement. Using the grant, two teachers, Paul
Timm and Virginia Fritz, along with their spouses,
toured the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail on
motorcycle. Upon their return they worked with the
school and community and built the Lewis and Clark
Replica Trail behind the Grand Marsh Elementary
School. The Replica Trial is built to a scale of the
National Trail and has interpretive signs to guide you
through the expedition.

During the War of 1812, expedition member Alexander Hamilton Willard served as a messenger for William Clark, carrying dispatches between St. Louis,
MO and Prairie du Chien, WI. Later, Willard moved
his family to southwestern Wisconsin, between Platteville and Cuba City, where they lived from 1827 to
1852 when they moved on to California. In Wisconsin the Willards farmed the area, operated a lead mine
and later moved into the city of Platteville, WI. In
2016 the Badger State Chapter of the Lewis and Clark
Trail Heritage Foundation undertook a project and
identified where these Willard locations were and
placed an interpretive sign at each of the three locations.

The Badger State Chapter is exactly what the title
says, a Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation. The Chapter takes its position and duties
seriously, bringing Lewis and Clark history to Wisconsin and to anyone interested.
The following
Badger State Chapter members have been proud to
serve on committees and the board of directors of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation: Todd
Berens, Patti Thomson, Jim Gramentine, Jim Rosenberger, and Mark Nelezen. Here are a couple of trivia
items about the Badger State Chapter: The chapter
founders asked specifically to have the charter date of
July 30th. Why? Because on July 30, 1804 Joseph
Field killed a Badger and journal editor, Gary
Moulton, says in his footnote:… “The badger was
probably the first zoological specimen preserved by
Lewis on the expedition…” Why was the name Badger State Chapter chosen? One important consideration
was that it would appear at the top of any list of the
Foundation chapters.

In 1832 the Black Hawk War broke out in the Michigan Territory in what is now northwestern Illinois and
southwestern Wisconsin. Meriwether Lewis Clark,
oldest son of William Clark, served as aide-de-camp
to General Atkinson, leader of U.S. troops, and traveled throughout southwestern Wisconsin.
Eston Hemings was the son of Thomas Jefferson and
Sally Hemings. He was freed by Jefferson’s will in
1829 and moved to Madison, WI in 1852 where he
changed his name from Eston Hemmings to E.H. Jefferson. Eston died just four years after coming to
Madison but his sons became successful Downtown
hoteliers. One son owned a transportation company
and was listed as one of Madison’s top taxpayers and
a leading citizen Eston’s sons, Beverly and John,
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The Annual Badger/Bison Gathering

The Eastern Legacy Proceeds On

There was no guest speaker, no video presentation and
only a short, informal business meeting but the annual
Bison gathering was filled with the same fine food and
comradery that it has every year. And the weather
was with us.

For the past few years the effort has been made to include that portion of the Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail from Pittsburg, PA to Camp Wood, IL.
This has been referred to as the “Eastern Legacy”.
Through the Ohio River Chapter, we have been advised that important progress is being made.
In July of this year the House of Representatives
passed House Bill H.R. 3045 to accomplish this goal.
Senate Bill 3375, “The Eastern Legacy Extension
Act”, has been assigned to the U.S. Senate Energy
Natural Resources Committee and if approved will
then go to the Sub-Committee on National Parks for
approval and then sent on to the Senate.
As recorded by Chapter Secretary, Mary Strauss:
“Now it is our turn as carriers of the Legacy to help
our elected officials to see the importance of voting
YES on this bill…”. Here is basic contact information:
Senator Tammy Baldwin; 709 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 or Telephone; 202224-5653.

Nearly 20 Badger members and about twice as many
Bison attended this year’s gathering at CatNip Hollow
Bison Ranch. We were also happy to have special
guests, Tim and Mary Jo Meyer’s daughter Becky and
grandson Cooper. Thanks, Becky and Cooper for attending and hope you come again.

Senator Ron Johnson; 328 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 or Telephone; 202-2245323.
The Senators are probably not aware of Wisconsin’s
interest in and connections to Lewis and Clark History
so, along with your own personal comments, it would
be good to mention a couple of the connections listed
in the Article in this issue of “Field Notes.” As an
example, you might inform our Senators about the
Sgt. Charles Floyd Journal at the Wisconsin Historical
Society or that Pvt. Alexander Willard lived near
Platteville for 20 years or that there is a replica Lewis
and Clark Trail at Grand Marsh Elementary School in
Adams County.

Chef Charbonneau (Jack Schroder) produced an excellent Bison stew and Badger Chapter members produced a variety of excellent salads and desserts. Safe
to say, nobody went away hungry.
This event has turned into what may be our most popular get together; a time where we socialize, catch up
on what’s new, enjoy the hillside scenery and watch
our Bison friends roam. The Bison are fairly independent and in some past years have left the picnic
early but this year they stayed close to our activity,
every once in a while walking over to see how we
were doing and that all was going OK. At the same
time, we occasionally walked over to see how they
were doing and what they could do to entertain us.
They seldom disappoint us.

Your personal comments might include: The Lewis
and Clark Expedition is an incredible story but is incomplete without the Eastern Legacy. More people
will be exposed to and learn about the Expedition.
Tourism will benefit from this trail extension, not only
in the new eastern segment but along the entire trail.
Passing the Act now will coincide with the 50th anniversary of the National Trails System Act and the 40th
Anniversary of the Creation of the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail. Write your own comments
and thoughts on the Eastern Legacy. It is important
that we support the Eastern Legacy so please do contact our Senators and show your support.

Needless to say, a good time was had by all; Bison
included. Our sincere thanks to Mark and Sheryl for
opening their ranch so the Badgers and Bison could
gather.
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Seaman Says-October 2018

Newsletter Articles

We continue with the postexpedition journals of Seaman,
recently discovered in the minds
and creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”

Do you have an interesting thought about
the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or know
someone who shares our interest in “The
Journey?” Would you like to share it
with others through this newsletter? Then write
to either Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or
Bill Holman at wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t
have e-mail, call Bill at (608) 249-2233. If you
include a picture, we will be happy to return it upon
request.

August 18, 1807: We are once
again in Washington City and are
involved in piles of paper work.
Governor Lewis is spending
many hours with a Mr. William Simmons in an office
filled with papers and they seem to be talking about
nothing but numbers. The room they meet in is sweltering hot and Mr. Simmons gets very excited, speaks to
the Governor in a loud voice and, I think is, quite rude;
to the extent that I growled at him which resulted in the
Governor removing me from the room. I have never
returned to the room since.

Treasurer’s Report
The Badger State Chapter had
$4,683.01 in the Treasury as of Oct.
12, 2018. We had 74 members last
year, and 2 passed away. So if everyone renews, we will have 72. Presently, 55 of the 72
have renewed. C’mon people, let’s make it
100%, and find 2 more for those we lost.

The discussions they have had involve such things as
bills, receipts, budgets etc. which I have no knowledge
of and do not understand at all, but they apparently are
causing problems for the Governor as he is very frustrated. After his meeting with Simmons, Governor
Lewis comes and sits with me and talks to me about all
these papers and problems and this does seem to relax
him. In my relationship with humans I have always
considered myself a good listener and I believe in this
case I am helping Governor Lewis.

Badger State Chapter Officers:
Jim Rosenberger…...………………….…….President
Phone: (608)833-2488
E-mail: punkinz@tds.net
Jack Schroeder..…………....…….…...Vice-President
Ph: (608)204-0052 E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com

Since I am not allowed in the meetings I have taken to
exploring the City of Washington. The city still remains very much in the process of being built. While
more buildings have been erected there are more just in
the process. Streets are in the process of being built and
they are either very dusty or very muddy from the rains.
I have been able to tour the city with a number of canine
friends I have made. They are the companions of some
of the humans working for the government and have
toured me throughout the city. It has been interesting
but again, I prefer the open spaces; the prairies, forests,
mountains and rivers that we toured while on our expedition.

Mary Strauss..……...……...……….……….Secretary
Ph: (920)602-1726 E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com
Marcia Holman…………....……….…..…...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com

Board of Directors:
1-David Sorgel
(608)516-1830

E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com

2-Dick Campbell
(920)231-8267

Governor Lewis has indicated that in the near future he
will complete his business here in Washington City and
we can then move on to his home and
President Jefferson’s home in Virginia. I look forward to seeing the Governor’s family again as well as Mr.
Jefferson. It will be good to be away
from all this business activity and be
on the move again.

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net

3-Mary Jo Meyer
(608)547-8715

E-mail: wihikers@hotmail.com

Field Notes Editor:
Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com
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