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During this time in history:
(December 1803 - September 1806)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 19832001.)
Our journal entries deal with the activities of
Expedition member Pvt. John Potts.
December 22, 1803; Camp Wood, IL, Clark:
“…today, at 3 o’clock, Drouillard and 8 men,
2 horses arrive from Tennessee. Those men
are not such I was told was in readiness at
Tennessee for this command…”
Moulton footnote: Men detailed to the expedition from Captain John Campbell’s company of the Second Infantry Regiment, stationed at South West Point, Tennessee.
Among them were Corporal Richard Warfington and Privates Hugh Hall, Thomas P.
Howard, and John Potts. The other four,
whose names are unknown, were rejected.
Clark’s comment suggests that Campbell had
sent some of his less desirable men.
January 4, 1804; Camp Wood, IL, Clark: “…
Werner and Potts fight after dark without my
knowledge and the Corporal head of the mess
left the hut and suffered them to bruise themselves much…”
July 15, 1805; Departing from the Great
Falls, MT, Lewis: “…in order to lighten the
burden of the canoes, I continued my walk all
the evening and took our only invalids, Potts
and LaPage, with me…”
July 18, 1805; The Dearborn River, MT,
Clark: “…I determined to go ahead with a
small party a few days and find the Snake
Indians if possible. After breakfast I took J.
Fields, Potts and my servant. Proceeded on.
July 20, 1805; Lewis and Clark county, MT,
Lewis: “…Through the valley which we entered early in the morning, a large creek flows
from the mountains and discharges itself into
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2)

By: Jim Rosenberger
In our April 2016 issue of Field Notes we had an article that compared the dates of a few events of the Barbary War with where the
Corps of Discovery was and what they were doing on those dates.
Recently, a Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation regional
meeting took place in the twin cities of Minneapolis-St. Paul and a
number of times we were visiting and discussing events and places
along the Mississippi River which included or mentioned the expedition of Zebulon Montgomery Pike. The Pike expedition up the
Mississippi River and back took place in 1805 and 1806, during a
same time period when Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery were continuing their exploration and it seems to be a natural
exercise in history to see what these two, separate expeditions
were doing on certain dates and time periods.
In the summer of 1805 General James Wilkinson was the governor
of the new Louisiana Territory and was planning a number of expeditions to gain more information on the Native Nations, natural
resources and the impact of English trading companies in the territory which made up the Louisiana Purchase. Continued on Page 2
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“Gray Column” Continued from page 1
the river behind an island…this we called Potts’s Creek after
John Potts, one of our party…”
May 18, 1806; Camp Chopunnish, ID, Lewis: “…Potts and
Whitehouse accompanied Collins to the bear he had killed on
the 16th inst. With which they returned in the afternoon…”
May 30, 1806; Camp Chopunnish, ID, Lewis: “…on landing on
the opposite shore the canoe was driven broad side with the full
force of a very strong current against some standing trees and
instantly filled with water and sunk. Potts, who was with Shannon and Collins, is an indifferent swimmer; it was with difficulty he made the land…”
June 18, 1806; Lolo Trail, ID, Lewis: “…We had not proceeded
far this morning before Potts cut his leg very badly with one of
the large knives. He cut one of the large veins on the inner side
of the leg; I found much difficulty in stopping the blood which I
could not affect until I applied a tight bandage with a little
cushion of wood and tow on the vein below the wound…”
June 27, 1806, Lolo Trail, ID, Lewis: “…Potts’s leg, which has
been much swollen and inflamed for several days is much better this evening and gives him but little pain. We applied the
pounded roots and leaves of the wild ginger and from which he
found great relief…”
July 3, 1806; the Bitterroot River, MT, Clark: “…one man John
Potts, very unwell this evening owing to riding a hard trotting
horse. I give him a pill of Opium which soon relieves him…”
September 18, 1806, the confluence of the Lamine and Missouri Rivers, MO, Clark: “…One of our party, J. Potts, complains very much of one of his eyes which is burnt by the Sun
from exposing his face without a cover from the Sun. Shannon
also complains of his face and eyes…”

Zebulon Pike - continued from page 1

General Wilkinson selected Lieutenant Zebulon
Pike to lead an expedition up the Mississippi
River to its source. Part of Pike’s mission was
to make peace with Native Nations and advise
them of their new “Great Father,” observe and
learn about the trading taking place and identify
good locations for future forts. Pike was to
keep a Journal of all he learned. Much of this
is very similar to the charge given Meriwether
Lewis by President Jefferson.

seventeen privates. Pike usually walked on shore while
the men worked to keep the keelboat moving.
August 9, 1805 found the Corps of Discovery in the area
of today’s Dillon, Montana. Captain Lewis and three
men had left camp to explore the area and attempt to locate the Shoshone Indians and attempt to trade for horses
to cross the Rocky Mountains. In a few days they would
find the Shoshone. Captain Clark remained in camp
since he could not easily walk due to “the raging fury of
a tumor on my ankle muscle.” Both Lewis and Clark
comment about Pvt. Shannon returning to camp after being lost for a number of days along the Wisdom River.
This was the second time Shannon had become separated
from the party.
Lieutenant Pike wanted to find out as much information
as he could about the lead mines along the Mississippi
River. On September 1, 1805 Pike was able to sit down
with Julien Dubuque, a local lead miner. The meeting
took place near today’s Dubuque, Iowa, named after the
French miner and trader. With the friendship and consent of local Indian tribes Dubuque had gained permission to mine lead in the area and had been quite successful in doing so. Pike wanted to inspect the mines and
learn more about how Dubuque had gained title to the
land through the previous Spanish administration. But
Dubuque was a cautious man and Pike did not learn as
much about the mines as he had hoped.
On September 1, 1805 the Corps of Discovery was on
the march in the area of today’s Bitterroot River headed
for Travelers Rest and the Lolo Trail. Captain Clark
writes that they had to proceed through thickets and were
obliged to cut a road. Several horses fell, some turned
over and some slipped down steep hillsides.
Pike had breakfast just below the confluence of the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers on September 4, 1805 and

At 4 p.m. on August 9, 1805 Pike departed
from St. Louis, MO to begin his expedition.
Wilkinson wanted Pike to return before winter
so Pike was taking a chance by departing this
late in the season. He had a 75 foot keelboat
and had provisions for four months. His party
was made up of one sergeant, two corporals and
Mouth of Wisconsin River from Pike’s Peak in 2016 - Cntd on Page 3
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then moved on to Prai- Continued from page 2
rie du Chien a town settled in 1783 under the English but still having a
strong French influence. Pike estimated there
were thirty-seven homes in the area and around
three hundred seventy white residents. He met
with the local population and a number of Indian
tribes. He took the latitude of the Wisconsin River and climbed a hill on the west side of the Mississippi and recommended it as a good site for a
fort. This would be the area of today’s Pike’s
Peak on the Iowa side of the river. After being
told it would be difficult to take the keelboat over
St. Anthony Falls which was further up the Mississippi, Pike traded the keelboat for two shorter
barges.

September 21, 1805 finds Clark with one group
of men traveling ahead of Lewis and the remainder of the Corps. Clark had just left the Bitterroot
Mountains and entered the Weippe Prairie in Idaho and came upon the Nez Perce Indians. He has
sent word back to Lewis of what he has found
and Lewis is happy to hear it as he comments, “I
find myself growing weak for the want of food
and most of the men complain of a similar deficiency and have fallen off very much.”
By October 16, 1805 it had gotten quite cold for
Pike’s men. They had past St. Anthony Falls and
camped at a location about four miles below today’s Little Falls, Minnesota. They would stay
here for about seven weeks building huts, replace
the two barges with dug out canoes, build sleds
and put in a supply of food. On December 10th
Pike split the party in two and, with one group,
departed by sled.

The Corps of Discovery was coming out of the
mountains and on September 4, 1805 descended
into Ross’s Hole where they met the Flathead or
Salish Nation. Lewis and Clark find the Salish to
be friendly and are able to trade with them for
horses although Clark comments that it was difficult to speak with the Salish as “what we said had
to pass through several languages.” Clark also
comments, “I was the first white man who ever
were on the waters of this river.” (Today’s Bitterroot River)

The Corps of Discovery was now on the Columbia River, fighting rapids and meeting various
tribes as they descended towards the Pacific
Coast. On October 16, 1805 Capt. Clark describes Sgt. Pryor’s canoe hanging up on a rock
and successfully getting it unstuck. A lot of effort is made to collect fire wood and obtain food.
Clark comments that they bought seven dogs,
several fresh salmon and some dried horse meat.

On September 21, 1805 Pike’s Expedition arrived
at the confluence of the St. Peter’s River (today’s
Minnesota River) and the Mississippi River.
They camped on what came to be known as
Pike’s Island. Pike felt the bluffs surrounding this
area would be an excellent spot to construct a
fort. Pike held a council with the local Sioux
tribes and was
able to obtain a
treaty
which
ceded 100,000
acres of land to
the
United
States. In 1820
Fort
Snelling
was constructed
on the site Pike
identified as a
good location
for a fort.

Lieutenant Pike, with his reduced party of men
fought cold, hunger and many hardships to get to
the British trading post and fort operated by the
North West Company on Leech Lake. Pike felt
this was the source of the Mississippi River
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which subsequent explorers actually determined
to be Lake Itasca. Pike’s group finally arrived at
the post on February 1, 1806 and would not return to their Little Falls encampment and their
other men until April and from which they departed on April 7, 1806.

President’s Message
By: Jim Rosenberger
Well, the elections are over
and it is time to proceed on.
At a minimum we can say
that the 2016 elections certainly were interesting. So
much so that I found myself
going to history books
about our most “successful”
Presidents and trying to find what were considered as good traits for these Presidents. There
were varying opinions on the topic but there were
a few traits which appeared fairly consistently;
vision, consensus building, trust, credibility, and
luck. Out of all of these, vision caught my attention.

The Pike Expedition returns to Prairie du Chien
on April 18, 1806 and is greeted by traders and
Indians. Pike obtains supplies for the remaining
return trip to St. Louis and on April 20 the men
watch a game of lacrosse between the Sioux on
one side and a combined team of Fox and Winnebago on the other. They depart Prairie du Chien
on April 22, 1806.
Having successfully descended the Columbia
River and spent the winter of 1805 – 1806 at Ft.
Clatsop, Lewis and Clark began their return trip
on March 23, 1806.

To me, a vision would be a goal you want to accomplish in the future. It isn’t only the President
of the United States that needs to have a vision
but I would suggest just about any person, entity
or group needs to have a vision. This brought the
question to mind, does the Badger State Chapter
have a vision? To be honest, I can’t say that I had
thought that much about a vision. I think our
Chapter has had a mission. A mission is a special
purpose or task and ours has been to financially
support the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation as well as promote and preserve the Lewis
and Clark story and the National Historic Trail.
We certainly have done that as well as support
projects of other chapters and organizations such
as Aztalan State Park. But in addition to this mission do we need a vision?

On April 18, 1806 the Corps of Discovery is located in the area of today’s Dalles Dam on the
Columbia River. The captains have decided to
obtain horses to continue their trip but the local
tribes are driving hard bargains for any horses.
To make matters worse, the Corps is very low in
trade goods and at the same time the Indians appear to be “pilfering” goods from the Corps.
Frustration reaches a point where Captain Lewis
threatens to shoot the next Indian caught stealing.
Lieutenant Pike and his men return to St. Louis
on April 30, 1806. Pike prepares to report to
General Wilkinson.
By April 30, 1806 the Corps left their boats and
made the transition to horses. They are camped
near the mouth of the Walla Walla River and
have reunited with Chief Yelleppit of the Nez
Perce Nation who had presented Capt. Clark with
“a very elegant white horse” on the 28th.

I believe the Alexander Willard Project has given
us the beginning of a vision for our Chapter. The
Willard project has brought and will bring attention to Wisconsin’s ties to Lewis and Clark history and will tell the story of expedition’s members
who continued to contribute to the growth and
expansion of our Country after the expedition
ended. This can become a vision we can continue
to pursue.

The Corps of Discovery would return to St. Louis
on September 23, 1806.

Things we can build upon are the Lewis and
Clark Replica Trail; William Clark’s three visits
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to Prairie du Chien; that the Floyd Journal is at
the Wisconsin Historical Society; Reuben Gold
Thwaites, second director of the Historical Society edited the 1904 edition of the Lewis and Clark
Journals; Milo Quafe, third director of the Historical Society edited Lewis’s “Ohio River Journal”
and the “Journal of Private Joseph Whitehouse”;
Eston Hemings, son of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings lived, died and is buried in Madison,
WI; Stephen Ambrose, author of “Undaunted
Courage” grew up in Whitewater, WI and attended UW-Madison and there are more connections.
The final vision would be to produce a pamphlet,
booklet or what ever it takes to tell the story of all
these Wisconsin Lewis and Clark connections.

they explored the Fox, Wisconsin and Mississippi
Rivers. The French became the primary fur traders of the area up until the French and Indian War
after which the English dominated the trading
business. This lasted until the end of the War of
1812 when the Americans moved into the area.
Jim then discussed the three visits William Clark
made to Prairie du Chien. The first visit was in
June 1814 to build Fort Shelby which was subsequently captured by the British in July 1814. The
second visit was in August 1825, along with
Michigan Territory Governor Lewis Cass, to conduct treaty negotiations between the various Indian Nations of the area. This meeting was held at
Fort Crawford in Prairie du Chien. Clark’s last
visit was in July 1830 to again negotiate treaties
with Indian Nations as well as achieve agreements to cede land to the United States. This
meeting was held at a new and improved Fort
Crawford.

I think this would be a worthwhile vision to pursue and I hope you agree with me. But it obviously will be made up of a number of projects
and will take a lot of work and time. A vision
like this cannot be accomplished by just one person or just a few people. We will need a lot of
help and support and it will take time to accomplish. I hope I can count on Chapter members to
help accomplish such a vision. When asked to
work on a project I hope all of you will be willing
to spend the time and effort to accomplish such a
vision. We can start a “William Clark in Prairie
du Chien” project which can be the second step
for a vision of a “Wisconsin Connection to Lewis
and Clark History.” Can we “Proceed On" from
there?

At our chapter meeting, a discussion then took
place exploring the idea of our chapter pursuing a
new project to erect an interpretive sign or signs
to commemorate Clark’s visits to Prairie du
Chien. The general consensus was that this
would be a good follow-up to our Alexander
Willard project and would contribute to the effort
to build the Wisconsin connection to Lewis and
Clark History.
The meeting was adjourned and we had a social
gathering at a local restaurant to finish a very nice
day.

October Chapter Meeting
On October 29th the Badger State Chapter returned to the Oconomowoc Public Library for our
quarterly chapter meeting. As always, the facilities were wonderful and the library did a great job
of hosting us. Even though we only had nineteen
attendees we had an enthusiastic group and exchange of ideas.

Subsequent to the chapter meeting, contact was
made with the Prairie du Chien Historical Society, which owns and operates the Fort Crawford
Museum, and there seems to be interest in our
erecting a sign.

After bringing us up to date on chapter and Foundation activities, Jim Rosenberger presented a
brief history of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin beginning with Louis Joliet and Father Jacques
Marquette passing through the area in 1673 as

Due to some chapter officers and directors travel
to warmer places during January our next chapter
meeting will most likely be held in March 2017.
Planning is in the works.

Please Note:
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ours; and grass and other herbage growing fast: I saw
nettles two feet high of this spring's growth.

Letters from my cousin, Patrick Gass,
With the Corps of Discovery

Thursday 27th. There was a cloudy wet morning. We
embarked early and went about 6 miles, when we
came to a small Indian village, where the natives received us very kindly. They belong to the Chil-ook
nation, and differ something in their language from
the Chin-ooks. We got some Wapto roots and fish
from them and then proceeded on, though it rained
very hard. Two small canoes went on ahead to Deer
island, in order to kill some game by the time we
should come up. We passed several Indian lodges
where the natives were fishing for sturgeon, and got a
large one out of a small canoe; a number of which
followed us with 2 Indians in each of them. At night
we encamped where we had plenty of good wood, oak
and ash.

Dear Cuzzin Bill,
From time to time I will try to send you
some interesting bits from my journal. I
made these notes during March of
1806, during the week that we left Fort
Clatsop. I surely hope I can get someone interested enough to publish them when we return
to the United States..
Sunday 23rd. There was a cloudy wet morning. The
hunter who remained out last night, came in early, and
had killed an elk. We were employed this forenoon in
dividing and packing up our loading; and distributing
it among the canoes, which were five in number, three
large and two small. At noon we put it on board; and
at 1 o'clock left fort Clatsop. The afternoon was fair,
we proceeded round Point William, went about 19
miles, and encamped at the mouth of a creek, where
we found the three hunters, that had been sent on
ahead; and who had killed two elk about a mile and an
half distant.

Friday 28th. The morning was cloudy. We set out early, and at 10 o'clock came to Deer island; where those
who had gone ahead in the small canoes had encamped, and all gone out to hunt except one. In a short
time a hunter returned with a large deer, and we concluded to stay here all day and repair two of our canoes, that leaked. It rained at intervals during the day.
Our hunters came in and had killed 7 deer in all. Some
of the men went to bring in the meat, and others went
out and killed some geese and ducks. On this island
there are a greater number of snakes, than I had ever
seen in any other place; they appeared almost as numerous as the blades of grass; and are a species of
Garter snake. When our men went for the deer, they
found that the fowls had devoured four of the carcases
entirely, except the bones. So they brought in the other
two; and we finished our canoes and put them in the
water. The Columbia river is now very high, which
makes it more difficult to ascend.

Monday 24th. After a bad night's rest, on account of
the rain 15 men went out and brought the meat of the
two elk to our camp. The morning was fair and after
breakfast they all embarked, except the men belonging
to my canoe which the tide had left aground. The
hunters went on in the small canoe ahead, and I had to
wait for the rising of the tide. In about two hours I was
able to follow the other canoes, and proceeded on
about 12 miles to a village of the Cath-la-mas where
the rest ofthe party had halted. When I arrived we all
proceeded on again, and in the evening encamped at
an old village which had been vacated.

Saturday 29th. The morning was pleasant with some
white frost and we proceeded on early; passed some
old Indian lodges, and in the afternoon came to a large
village, where we were received with great kindness,
and got fish and wapto roots to eat. Here we bought
some dogs and wapto, and then went on again about a
mile, and encamped.
Your cuzzin,
Patrick Gass

Tuesday 25th. We set out after breakfast and had a fair
morning; proceeded on to 12 o'clock, when we again
halted, the wind and tide being both against us. When
the tide began to rise we went on again, saw some of
the natives in canoes descending the river. At this time
the wind rose and blew very hard accompanied with
rain; notwith-standing we proceeded on till night,
when we came to the mouth of a small creek which
formed a good harbour for our canoes. Here we found
several of the natives encamped and catching sturgeon, of which they had taken 14 large ones.

(Note: Bill Holman, a Badger State Chapter member
and the editor of the Badger State Chapter’s “Field
Notes,” is the second cousin four times removed, of
Patrick Gass. He has offered these “letters from the
trail”, which must have been held up in the mail.)

Wednesday 26th. After a disagreeable night's rain, and
wind, we continued our voyage. As we passed along I
saw a great many flowers full blown of different col6

Seaman Says-Oct. 2016

Newsletter Articles
Do you have an interesting thought
about the Lewis & Clark Expedition,
or know someone who shares our interest in “The Journey?” Would you
like to share it with others through this newsletter? Then write to either Jim Rosenberger at
punkinz@tds.net
or
Bill
Holman
at
wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail,
call Bill at (608) 249-2233. If you include a picture, we will be happy to return it upon request.

We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the
minds and creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”

Dec. 25, 1806: A number of days ago, we arrived at the
home of my Captain Lewis. Humans have a tendency
to name everything and Captain Lewis’s home is called
Locust Hill. He was greeted by his family and of course
his mother was overjoyed to have him return home safely. There have been many celebrations honoring Capt.
Lewis and of course the praise and ever present “toasts”
continue. Today was a much more relaxed and quiet
day with the Lewis family as they observe the day of
Christmas.

Treasurer’s Report
The Badger State Chapter had
$4,078.83 in the Treasury as of December. 22, 2016. 72 of our 77 Chapter
members have renewed. Chapter members come from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan,
Montana, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland,
Washington, Virginia, & Florida.

I am accustomed to this day of celebration. Our first
Christmas was at Camp Wood and the men fired their
rifles, drank heavily, frolicked in the snow and feasted
on deer and turkey. Our second Christmas was located
at our newly built Ft. Mandan and again the men fired
their rifles and also the large guns on the boats. Captain
Clark served all the men a drink and then they drank
more and danced into the night. It was very cold with a
lot of snow but we ate well on Bison. Our last Christmas was celebrated at the fort we built and named Fort
Clatsop. The men fired their rifles then saluted Captains Lewis and Clark, gave a shout and then broke into
song. They did not have any of the drink that makes
them so happy but still they danced. It rained for most
of the day but we were able to have a meal of elk. Yes,
today was a quieter celebration, but it was with family
and that was good. Doubly so for me.

Badger State Chapter Officers:
Jim Rosenberger…...………………….…….President
Phone: (608)833-2488
E-mail: punkinz@tds.net
Jack Schroeder..…………....…….…...Vice-President
Ph: (608)204-0052 E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com
Mary Strauss..……...……...……….……….Secretary
Ph: (920)602-1726 E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com

I was happy to be with the “family” I traveled so many
miles with but at a stop prior to arriving at Locust Hill a
miracle occurred. As Captain Lewis and the men were
again being honored I noticed another dog of my species resting near by. I approached him as he looked
somewhat familiar. When I introduced myself he became quite emotional; he licked me and nudged me profusely. He was my brother whom I had not seen since
leaving the family in Pittsburg. Needless to say we
jumped and pranced in happiness. I learned my family
had been divided up but as far as he knew all were well.
The last he heard they were mostly traveling on ships,
either on rivers, as I had done, or on the ocean. He himself had done both, saving a fair number of humans who
had fallen off the boats. We had a wonderful time together trading stories of our experiences. But then we
had to part ways once again as our humans had to proceed on. Still, I am very happy that we could spend this
time together. It was family and it was good.

Marcia Holman…………....……….…..…...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com

Board of Directors:
1-David Sorgel
(608)516-1830

E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com

2-Dick Campbell
(920)231-8267
3-Tom Strauss
(920)602-1639

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net
E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com

Field Notes Editor:
Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com
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