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October 2016                           Wisconsinôs Chapter ~ Interested & Involved                         Number 60 

During this time in history:   
(January 1804 - June 1806) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 

E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-

2001.) 

 

Our journal entries deal with the activities of 

Expedition member Pvt. Robert Frazer. 

 

Members of the Expedition by Moulton: 

ñPrivate Robert Frazeréwas not at first part 

of the permanent party but was transferred 

from the intended return party to the perma-

nent party to replace Moses Reed after the 

latterôs expulsion.  Frazer kept a journal and 

received special permission from the captains 

to publish it, but the publication never took 

place and the journal is apparently lostéò 

 

January 16, 1804, Camp Wood, IL, Clark: 

ñéThe Party made up a shooting match with 

the country people for a pair of leggings.  

Reuben Fields made the best shot; next one 

Wist (Windsor or Wiser?) and the 3 & 4 was 

Shields and R. FRAZERéò 

 

March 29, 1804, Camp Wood IL, Clark: ñé

We have a trial of John Shields, John Colter 

and ROBERT FRAZER which takes up the 

greater part of the dayéò  

 

July 7, 1804, near todayôs St. Joseph, MO, 

Clark: ñéOne man (FRAZER) very sick, 

struck with the sun.  Capt. Lewis bled him 

and gave Niter which has revived him 

muchéò 

 

August 25, 1804, Spirit Mound, SD, Clark: 

ñThis morning, Capt. Lewis and myself, Sgt. 

Ordway, Shields, J. Fields, Colter, Bratten, 

Cane, Labiche, Corporal Warfington, FRA-

ZER and York set out to visit this mountain 

of evil spiritséò 

 

October 8, 1804, Corson County, SD, Clark: 

ñROBERT FRAZER being regularly enlisted 

and having become one of the Corps of Vol-

unteers for North Western Discovery, he is 

Continued on Page  2 
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Dedication Day Alexander Willard 
By: Jim Rosenberger 

 

For the past 4 years a committee comprised of Tom Strauss and Chuck 

Bebow as co-chairs, Mary Strauss, John Sabaka and Jim Rosenberger, 

researched the time Alexander Willard and family lived in southwest 

Wisconsin in order to locate sites where the family lived and worked.  

On Saturday October 8, 2016 all of the committeeôs work came together 

when the Badger 

State Chapter had the 

honor and pleasure 

to dedicate 3 inter-

pretive signs in and 

around Platteville, 

WI to honor Willard. 

 

The weather for our 

dedication day was 

beautiful with bright 

sunshine to help em-

phasize the fine art 

work of the interpre-
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tive signs.  We had about thirty attendees for the 

dedication including Lindy Hatcher, Executive Di-

rector of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foun-

dation, and Karen Willard, descendant of Alexander 

Willard. 

 

We began at the interpretive sign at 470 West Main 

St. in Platteville, WI (Pix on page 1) where the 

Willards lived prior to moving to California.  Com-

mittee co-chair Tom Strauss spoke about the com-

mitteeôs work and gave a brief history of Willardôs 

time in southwest Wisconsin.  Lindy Hatcher fol-

lowed with a description of the Foundation and the Endowment 

Program from which our Chapter was able to receive some of 

the funding for our project.  Karen Willard spoke about the 

Willard family and emotionally commented on how happy she 

was to attend the dedication of signs commemorating her an-

cestor. 

 

From this Platteville location we moved out into the country to 

the sign where the Willard lead mine had been located, and 

then on to the sign telling about the country homestead where 

the Willards had initially moved.  (Shown below)  

therefore to be viewed and respected accordingly and will be 

annexed to Sgt. Gassôs mess.ò 

 

June 24, 26, 27, 28, 30 and July 1, 1805, the Great Falls, MT, 

Lewis: ñéI directed FRAZER to remain in order to sew the 

hides together and form the covering for the iron boat. 

 

August 1, 1805, Madison County, MT, Lewis: ñéA large, bold 

creek falls in on the Larboard side which we called FRAZERôS 

CREEK after ROBERT FRAZERéò 

 

January 10, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: ñéI put FRAZERôS 

load on my guide, who is yet with me, and sent FRAZER back 

in search of his knife with directions to join the other men who 

were packing meat and return to the fort all togetheréò 

 

March 7, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: ñéJohn Shields, Reu-

bin Fields and ROBERT FRAZER measured 2 trees of the fir 

kind; one 37 feet around, appears sound, has but few limbs for 

200 feetéabout 280 feet high.ò 

 

March 11, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: ñéSent Sgt. Gass and 

a party in search of a canoeéwhere she had been left by 

Shields, R. Fields and FRAZER when they were lately sent out 

to huntéshe had broken the cord by which she was attached 

and had been carried off by the tideéò 

 

April 28, 1806, Umatilla County, OR, Clark: ñéwe directed R. 

FRAZER, to whom we have entrusted the duty of making the 

purchases, to lay in as many fat dogs as he could procure; he 

soon obtained 10éò 

 

May 15, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, Idaho, Lewis: ñéFRAZER, 

J. Fields and Wiser complain of violent pains in their headséI 

attribute these complaints to their diet of roots which they have 

not been accustomedéò 

 

June 2, 1806,  Camp Chopunnish, Idaho, Lewis: ñéAbout 

noon, Sgt. Ordway, FRAZER and Wizer returned with 17 salm-

on and some roots of cows; the distance was so great from 

which they had brought the fish that most of them were nearly 

spoiledéThese men set out on the 27th (of May) ult. And in-

stead of finding the fishing shore at the distance of half a days 

ride, as we had been informed, they did not reach the place at 

which they obtained their fish until the evening of the 29th, 

having traveled by their estimate near 70 mileséò 

ñGray Columnò Continued from page 1 

Willard Signs Dedicationï continued from page 1 

Continued on Page  3 
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We had a caravan of cars 

to travel this approximate 

10 mile distance and local residents must have won-

dered what was going on.  But we actually had a few 

people stop and ask what we were all about and had at 

least one person at the homestead house that joined us. 

 

After the dedications the group moved on to the near-

by home of Chapter members Rich and Deb Hall-

Reppen (Shown below) where they hosted a very deli-

cious lunch.  This gave us a chance to visit with each 

other as well as discuss what we had seen and the his-

tory of the Willard family.  In addition, we were given 

a tour of the Hall-Reppenôs house.  The home had 

been built in the 1840ôs and Rich and Deb have 

worked hard to have it restored.  It is a beautiful, his-

torical home.   Many thanks to Rich and Deb for a 

delicious lunch and a most pleasant experience. 

 

It was a beautiful day.  Nothing could have been better 

for the successful completion of our Alexander 

Willard project. 

 

Many thanks to the Willard committee and especially 

to Tom Strauss who led the committee and did most 

of the research on the Willard family and the locations 

of their homes.  When it was necessary to contact peo-

ple to help on research or to get the interpretive signs 

made, Tom took on the work to accomplish these 

tasks.  When you next see Tom, please give him and 

the other committee members a big thank-you.   

 

 
 

Badger State Chapter  

Upcoming Meeting Reminder 
 

Donôt forget the upcoming quarterly Badger State 

Chapter meeting on Saturday, October 29, 2016 at the 

Oconomowoc Public Library, 200 W. South Street, 

Oconomowoc, WI.  The meeting will start at 10:00 

a.m. sharp. 

 

There will be a brief business meeting to review the 

activity of the Badger State Chapter and The Lewis 

and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation.  This will be 

followed by a presentation on the history of Prairie du 

Chien, and the visits William Clark made to that re-

gion. 

 

At the recent Twin-Cities regional meeting of the 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Badger 

Chapter President Jim Rosenberger gave a presenta-

tion on these topics.  He will use this presentation as 

an introduction to the possibility of making ñWilliam 

Clark at Prairie du Chienò the subject of our next 

Chapter project.   

 

Plan on attending and give your input. See you there!   

Continued from page 2 


