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During this time in history:
(January 1804 - June 1806)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 19832001.)
Our journal entries deal with the activities of
Expedition member Pvt. Robert Frazer.
Members of the Expedition by Moulton:
“Private Robert Frazer…was not at first part
of the permanent party but was transferred
from the intended return party to the permanent party to replace Moses Reed after the
latter’s expulsion. Frazer kept a journal and
received special permission from the captains
to publish it, but the publication never took
place and the journal is apparently lost…”
January 16, 1804, Camp Wood, IL, Clark:
“…The Party made up a shooting match with
the country people for a pair of leggings.
Reuben Fields made the best shot; next one
Wist (Windsor or Wiser?) and the 3 & 4 was
Shields and R. FRAZER…”
March 29, 1804, Camp Wood IL, Clark: “…
We have a trial of John Shields, John Colter
and ROBERT FRAZER which takes up the
greater part of the day…”
July 7, 1804, near today’s St. Joseph, MO,
Clark: “…One man (FRAZER) very sick,
struck with the sun. Capt. Lewis bled him
and gave Niter which has revived him
much…”
August 25, 1804, Spirit Mound, SD, Clark:
“This morning, Capt. Lewis and myself, Sgt.
Ordway, Shields, J. Fields, Colter, Bratten,
Cane, Labiche, Corporal Warfington, FRAZER and York set out to visit this mountain
of evil spirits…”

Dedication Day Alexander Willard
By: Jim Rosenberger
For the past 4 years a committee comprised of Tom Strauss and Chuck
Bebow as co-chairs, Mary Strauss, John Sabaka and Jim Rosenberger,
researched the time Alexander Willard and family lived in southwest
Wisconsin in order to locate sites where the family lived and worked.
On Saturday October 8, 2016 all of the committee’s work came together
when the Badger
State Chapter had the
honor and pleasure
to dedicate 3 interpretive signs in and
around
Platteville,
WI to honor Willard.
The weather for our
dedication day was
beautiful with bright
sunshine to help emphasize the fine art
work of the interpre-

October 8, 1804, Corson County, SD, Clark:
“ROBERT FRAZER being regularly enlisted
and having become one of the Corps of Volunteers for North Western Discovery, he is
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2)
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Continued on Page 2

“Gray Column” Continued from page 1
therefore to be viewed and respected accordingly and will be
annexed to Sgt. Gass’s mess.”
June 24, 26, 27, 28, 30 and July 1, 1805, the Great Falls, MT,
Lewis: “…I directed FRAZER to remain in order to sew the
hides together and form the covering for the iron boat.
August 1, 1805, Madison County, MT, Lewis: “…A large, bold
creek falls in on the Larboard side which we called FRAZER’S
CREEK after ROBERT FRAZER…”
January 10, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: “…I put FRAZER’S
load on my guide, who is yet with me, and sent FRAZER back
in search of his knife with directions to join the other men who
were packing meat and return to the fort all together…”

lowed with a description of the Foundation and the Endowment
Program from which our Chapter was able to receive some of
the funding for our project. Karen Willard spoke about the
Willard family and emotionally commented on how happy she
was to attend the dedication of signs commemorating her ancestor.
From this Platteville location we moved out into the country to
the sign where the Willard lead mine had been located, and
then on to the sign telling about the country homestead where
the Willards had initially moved. (Shown below)

March 7, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: “…John Shields, Reubin Fields and ROBERT FRAZER measured 2 trees of the fir
kind; one 37 feet around, appears sound, has but few limbs for
200 feet…about 280 feet high.”
March 11, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Clark: “…Sent Sgt. Gass and
a party in search of a canoe…where she had been left by
Shields, R. Fields and FRAZER when they were lately sent out
to hunt…she had broken the cord by which she was attached
and had been carried off by the tide…”
April 28, 1806, Umatilla County, OR, Clark: “…we directed R.
FRAZER, to whom we have entrusted the duty of making the
purchases, to lay in as many fat dogs as he could procure; he
soon obtained 10…”
May 15, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, Idaho, Lewis: “…FRAZER,
J. Fields and Wiser complain of violent pains in their heads…I
attribute these complaints to their diet of roots which they have
not been accustomed…”
June 2, 1806, Camp Chopunnish, Idaho, Lewis: “…About
noon, Sgt. Ordway, FRAZER and Wizer returned with 17 salmon and some roots of cows; the distance was so great from
which they had brought the fish that most of them were nearly
spoiled…These men set out on the 27th (of May) ult. And instead of finding the fishing shore at the distance of half a days
ride, as we had been informed, they did not reach the place at
which they obtained their fish until the evening of the 29th,
having traveled by their estimate near 70 miles…”

Willard Signs Dedication– continued from page 1

tive signs. We had about thirty attendees for the
dedication including Lindy Hatcher, Executive Director of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, and Karen Willard, descendant of Alexander
Willard.
We began at the interpretive sign at 470 West Main
St. in Platteville, WI (Pix on page 1) where the
Willards lived prior to moving to California. Committee co-chair Tom Strauss spoke about the committee’s work and gave a brief history of Willard’s
time in southwest Wisconsin. Lindy Hatcher fol2

Continued on Page 3

We had a caravan of cars Continued from page 2
to travel this approximate
10 mile distance and local residents must have wondered what was going on. But we actually had a few
people stop and ask what we were all about and had at
least one person at the homestead house that joined us.

other as well as discuss what we had seen and the history of the Willard family. In addition, we were given
a tour of the Hall-Reppen’s house. The home had
been built in the 1840’s and Rich and Deb have
worked hard to have it restored. It is a beautiful, historical home. Many thanks to Rich and Deb for a
delicious lunch and a most pleasant experience.

After the dedications the group moved on to the nearby home of Chapter members Rich and Deb HallReppen (Shown below) where they hosted a very delicious lunch. This gave us a chance to visit with each

It was a beautiful day. Nothing could have been better
for the successful completion of our Alexander
Willard project.
Many thanks to the Willard committee and especially
to Tom Strauss who led the committee and did most
of the research on the Willard family and the locations
of their homes. When it was necessary to contact people to help on research or to get the interpretive signs
made, Tom took on the work to accomplish these
tasks. When you next see Tom, please give him and
the other committee members a big thank-you.

Badger State Chapter
Upcoming Meeting Reminder
Don’t forget the upcoming quarterly Badger State
Chapter meeting on Saturday, October 29, 2016 at the
Oconomowoc Public Library, 200 W. South Street,
Oconomowoc, WI. The meeting will start at 10:00
a.m. sharp.
There will be a brief business meeting to review the
activity of the Badger State Chapter and The Lewis
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. This will be
followed by a presentation on the history of Prairie du
Chien, and the visits William Clark made to that region.
At the recent Twin-Cities regional meeting of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Badger
Chapter President Jim Rosenberger gave a presentation on these topics. He will use this presentation as
an introduction to the possibility of making “William
Clark at Prairie du Chien” the subject of our next
Chapter project.
Plan on attending and give your input. See you there!
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President’s Message

I would also like to apologize for having a chapter
meeting so soon after the Willard dedication event and
that we did not have our annual “Bison Bash” picnic.
I can only say that too many things were happening at
once. With our finalizing the Willard project, the regional meeting in the Twin Cities, the comment period
for the Eastern Legacy effort (did you receive my
emails on that effort?) and the day to day functioning
of the chapter, the schedule just became a bit hectic.

By: Jim Rosenberger
Here it is the month of October and you probably can
guess what my first comments will be about. If not,
here is a hint; your membership renewal form was sent
to you in September. For
those of you have sent in
your renewal form and dues,
thank you for your continued support. For those who
haven’t renewed yet, please locate the renewal form
from what ever corner of the desk you placed it on,
complete it and along with your dues send in your renewal; we need your continued support.

Speaking of schedules, one thing members can help
with is articles for our issues of “Field Notes.” We
only have two or three people who write articles for
“Field Notes,” and it is becoming difficult for them to
continually come up with ideas for articles. We need
your help. We would appreciate any articles from the
membership to include in our newsletter and these
could be about Lewis and Clark history or related topics, experiences you have had in your Lewis and Clark
adventures including travels you have taken along the
Trail. We would also appreciate any ideas you might
have about what type of articles you would like to see
in “Field Notes”.

As I mentioned in the July issue of “Field Notes”, the
Badger State Chapter has had a consistent membership level since the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and
this has allowed us to accomplish some great things,
perhaps the most important being the recent dedication of the Alexander Willard signs. Again, my
thanks to those members who made a special contribution to our Willard project. All our members have
been supportive and generous and I hope that this will
continue so we can develop further projects to support
the motto of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation; “Keepers of the Story, Stewards of the Trail.”

And last but not least, I would like to give a huge, special thank you to my fellow members on the
“Alexander Willard Project” for all the hard work and
amount of time they put in to make this effort a success. Thank you to Tom Strauss and Chuck Bebow
as co-chairs, Mary Strauss and John Sabaka. A very
special thank you to Tom for all the effort he put into
identifying where the Willard family lived in Wisconsin and in getting the signs designed, delivered and
installed. Thanks to all for a job well done.

Speaking of membership, it was interesting at this
year’s Foundation annual meeting that the announced
number of “memberships” was 1,048. Note that this
is the number of “memberships” not the number of
“members” and without knowing how many
“members” are in each “membership,” it is difficult to
know how many “members” the Foundation has. This
confusion was compounded by the fact that the 2016
annual report did not list the different levels of
“membership” as had been done in past years so
again, we don’t really know how many “members”
belong to the Foundation. I hope this gets corrected
and explained soon.

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation Annual Meeting
July 24 – 27, 2016
This year’s meeting was held at Harpers Ferry National Park, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. Located in
hilly country and at the confluence of the Potomac and
Shenandoah River it could not be more picturesque.
But as is usual for annual meetings held in July or August, the weather was hot, hot, hot and the humidity
was high, high, high. While some presentations were
held inside, many were outside on the grounds of
Storer College in a large tent that held the heat inside
really well. But the National Park Service took great
care of us and had plenty of water available as well as
air conditioned buildings where we could take a break
should we need to cool down. One consolation was
that we knew, through news and weather reports that

You have also received the announcement for a chapter meeting on October 29th in Oconomowoc, WI and
besides business items we will discuss Prairie du
Chien and William Clark’s visits there to see if this
might be a good candidate for our next Lewis and
Clark project. I hope you will attend the meeting and
give your input, or if you can’t attend the meeting, let
me or a board member know your thoughts about projects we should be pursuing.
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and Clark history but once you have been there you
realize the impact it had on the expedition. Imagine
Lewis coming here attempting to plan and decide on
what he will need for an expedition going into unknown territory and not knowing how long the voyage
will take. With the assistance of the staff at Harpers
Ferry he was able to get supplies to Pittsburgh and
begin the expedition. Even if the iron boat didn’t
work, Harpers Ferry gave Lewis a lot of what was
needed to successfully complete the expedition
Another benefit of the annual meeting being at Harpers Ferry was that it was so close to so many other
historical sites. To name a few, Gettysburg, Washington D.C. and Monticello could be reached within an
hour. All in all, a very fine meeting.

our friends back home were dealing with the same
type of weather.
There were 140 plus Foundation members at the annual meeting of which five were members of the Badger
State Chapter. A chapter meeting was called, however, the chapter president was the only one to appear
for the meeting and since the Ohio River Chapter was
finishing their meeting, an open discussion was held
with them.

Twin Cities Regional Meeting
September 17 – 19
If Lou Ritten ever needs to find a new occupation, he
should certainly consider that of tour planner and
guide. Lou is a newly elected member of the board of
directors of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, president of the Illini Chapter, and member of
the Badger State Chapter. In his spare time, among
other things, he plans and conducts regional meetings.
He has planned and guided very successful regional
meetings in Chicago and New Orleans and can now
add the meeting in the Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN area
to his list of successes. Our time at this meeting was
extremely interesting, educational and entertaining.

Monday afternoon’s programs dealt with Lewis and
Clark History; the role Harpers Ferry played in the
expedition, Lewis’s travels from Harpers Ferry to
Pittsburgh, PA and a presentation by Dr. Frank Tait on
Harpers Ferry as a Federal Arsenal as well as the 1803
flint lock rifle. Was this rifle used on the expedition
or not? Dr. Tait gave a convincing history that shows
the rifle used was probably an improved 1790’s model. But I suspect that debate will continue.
But I must say that out of all the speakers at the meeting the person that gets the award for excellence is our
own Lorna Hainesworth. She gave a Tuesday presentation on the Old National Road, the first federally
funded road in America and on Wednesday spoke on
the letter Lewis wrote to William Linnard, U.S. military agent in Philadelphia; a letter she had discovered.
Lorna gave this presentation to our Badger Chapter in
2009. The audience totally enjoyed both of Lorna’s
presentations.

Our attendees were from all over the U. S. and were
anxious to learn about the history of this far north location and especially any connections to Lewis and
Clark history. We started our travel of the area at a
high spot named Two Rivers Overlook; where the
Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers meet. By itself, this
was a historic spot. Fort Snelling is on a hilltop overlooking this site and served as a central spot during
the fur trading years and to keep peace during the
years when white settlement pushed Indian Nations
further west. During the fur trading days, the two rivers served as the main highway for voyageurs and
traders to cover the country from Canada to, eventually, New Orleans. In these days the Minnesota River
was known as the St. Peters River. Where the two
rivers meet is Pike Island named after Zebulon Pike
and the spot where we met with area Indian tribes.

Then there is, of course, the iron boat; Lewis’s effort
to have a portable boat, usable when needed, that ended up not working and having to be left behind. As
you might guess, a replica of the boat is at Harpers
Ferry with displays explaining its construction, assembly and failure. But somehow you come away thinking the only thing that was missing was pitch. If pitch
had been available, it would have worked.

We moved on to tour Ft. Snelling which was built in
the early 1820’s when the U. S. decided it was neces-

Harpers Ferry doesn’t get a lot of attention in Lewis
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of Lou Ritten, we were able to go into the house and
up into the attic where the field notes were found.
Now today, the attic room has been made into extra
living space but if you are a Lewis and Clark person
who wants to stand where an important event took
place, this is just that type of spot and we were standing right there. It was exciting! To top it off, we had
lunch on the back yard patio.
We toured a number of homes including that of Henry
Sibley, regional manager for the American Fur Company. The house was built in 1836 with the first floor
being used for business and the second floor as the
residence. A very interesting stop.

sary to place forts along the Mississippi River to protect the then Northwest Territory. Today’s fort has
demonstrations and exhibits to show what life at the
fort was like, including the firing of a flintlock rifle.
Fur traders visited the fort probably including one
James Aird. You might remember that name as one of
the traders Lewis and Clark met in 1806 on their way
back down the Missouri River.

The house of “Railroad Empire Builder” James J. Hill
bordered on the unbelievable. Completed in 1891 the
mansion was the largest most expensive home in Minnesota. It had 36,000 square feet on five floors and
among other things, 13 bathrooms and 22 fireplaces.
This house can’t help but make an impression.

If you read about the fur trading days, besides St. Peters River you will read about St. Anthony Falls on the
Mississippi River. These falls are the largest drop on
the Mississippi and still exist today although they
have moved upriver due to erosion and river current.
A beautiful site as we found out on the second day of
our tour.
A stop at the Minnesota Historical Society was extremely interesting. We were given a presentation on
books held by the Society relative to the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. These were books of maps, art
work, and bogus journals written by authors who were
never on the expedition. A real treat was to be able to
pick up and handle a couple of 1807 editions of the
Patrick Gass Journal. The Society has their journals
and books restored in such a way that they allow them
to be handled without restriction including not have to
wear gloves of any type.

The last day of our tour we headed for Wabasha, MN
and the National Eagle Center; a center dedicated to
the history and preservation of Eagles. While the center has a lot of information and education about eagles, it is a real treat to stand within if few feet of
American Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles with no
obstruction between you. They are such impressive
birds.

And then on to a
real treat. You may
be aware that in
1955 the field notes
of Captain William
Clark were found in
an attic of a house in
Minneapolis.
The
field notes were
eventually
edited
and published and
the house where the
field notes were
found is still there.
Through the efforts

We saw a lot more over the three days but space prevents describing it all. Our thanks to Lou Ritten and
family for putting this tour together. If you haven’t
already done so and have the opportunity, plan on visiting the Twin Cities, there is so much to see you
won’t see it all in one trip and will want to come back
again and again.
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Seaman Says-October 2016
We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the minds and
creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”
November 23, 1806; We have traveled through a smaller town which my Captain Lewis refers to
as “Frankfurt”. As planned, Captain Clark remained in Louisville and will continue on to meet
us at a place referred to as “Washington City”. With smiles on their faces the captains have spoken about Captain Clark doing some “courting” on his way to that city but I have no idea what
that means.
Our party now consists of my Captain Lewis and the Mandan Chief with his family. A man by the name of Chouteau and
escorting a group of the Osage Indian Nation had been traveling with our party but they have now taken a different route.
Apparently we will all assemble again in this Washington City to meet with a man called President Jefferson. He apparently
he is “the Great White Father” which the captains have continued to speak about with the Indian Nations. I envision this
Jefferson person to be some super kind of being and look forward to seeing him perform his powers.
Our land travels have taken us roughly over the same land area when I first began this voyage of discovery with Capt. Lewis
three years ago. But that trip was all on water and traveling down stream. Now I have been able to explore the land of this
area. I have also been able to once again provide a good dinner for our group by hunting the many squirrels of these woodlands but without the need to get soaking wet.
Today Captain Lewis was using his many tools, which he calls “instruments”, to establish the proper boundary between the
states of Virginia and North Carolina. I have no idea what boundary, Virginia or North Carolina are but it must be very important. When the work was completed the men who had something to do with this Virginia thing seemed quite happy with
the results.
As we enter places where groups of people live, the parties and celebrations for Captain Lewis and our group continue as, of
course, do the “toasts”. I wonder if the happiness about our travels to the western coast will bring good feelings and celebrations far into the future. Do you suppose?

Badger State Chapter Officers:

For now we continue our travels. I believe Captain Lewis is anxious to get to his home and see
his family once again.

Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President
Phone: (608)833-2488
E-mail: punkinz@tds.net
Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President
Ph: (608)204-0052
E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com

Newsletter Articles

Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary
Phone: (920)602-1726
E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com

Do you have an interesting thought about
the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or know
someone who shares our interest in “The
Journey?” Would you like to share it with
others through this newsletter? Then write to either
Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman
at wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call
Bill at (608) 249-2233. If you include a picture, we
will be happy to return it upon request.

Marcia Holman………….............……….…..…...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233
E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com

Board of Directors:
1-David Sorgel
(608)516-1830

Treasurer’s Report
The Badger State Chapter had $3,924.14
in the Treasury as of Sept. 30, 2016. 55 of
our 77 Chapter members have renewed.
Chapter members come from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Montana, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Maryland, Washington, Virginia, & Florida.

E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com

2-Dick Campbell
(920)231-8267

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net

3-Tom Strauss
(920)602-1639

E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com

Field Notes Editor:
Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233
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E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com

