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January 2016                       Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved                         Number 57 

During this time in history:   
(January 1804 - June 1806) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 

E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-

2001.) 
 

Our journal entries deal with the activities of 

Expedition member Sgt. John Ordway. 

 

January 11, 1804, Camp Wood, IL, Clark: 

“…One man, McNeal (lost) out last night…

he returned this evening.  Sgt. Ordway was 

also lost all night…” 

 

February 20, 1804, Detachment Orders, 

Camp River Dubois, IL, Lewis: “…The Com-

manding officer directs that during the ab-

sence of himself and Capt. Clark from the 

Camp, that the party shall consider them-

selves under the immediate command of Sgt. 

Ordway, who will be held accountable for the 

good police and order of the camp during that 

period and will also see the subsequent parts 

of this order carried into effect…” 

 

April 1, 1804, Detachment Order, Camp Riv-

er Dubois, IL, Clark: “…The following per-

son (Viz. Charles Floyd, John Ordway, and 

Nathaniel Pryor are this day appointed Ser-

geants with equal Power (unless when other 

wise specially ordered).  The authority, pay, 

and emoluments, attached to the said rank of 

Sergeants in the Military Service of the Unit-

ed States, and to hold the said appointments, 

and be respected accordingly, during their 

good behavior or the will and pleasure of the 

said Commanding Officers…” 

 

May 17, 1804, St. Charles, MO, Clark: “…

The Court Martial convened agreeable to the 

orders on the 17th of May, 1804, Sgt. John 

Ordway presiding…” 

 

June 4, 1804, near today’s Jefferson City, 

MO, Ordway: “…Our mast (of the keel boat) 

broke by my steering the boat (alone) near the 

shore.  The rope or stay to the mast got fast in 

a limb of a sycamore tree and it broke very 

easy…” 

(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 

    

By: Tom Strauss 
 

In late December the Lewis and Clark Trail Stewardship Advisory Com-

mittee awarded a grant to the Badger State Chapter for our Willard pro-

ject in the amount of $6,303, the total amount we applied for.  Each year 

the committee “solicits applications for projects that will have a demon-

strable, positive impact along the pathways followed by the Expedition.  

Charitable distributions for this grant program are provided by the Lewis 

& Clark Trail Stewardship Endowment: A National Council of the Lewis 

& Clark Expedition Bicentennial Legacy Project.”   This year they 

awarded a total of $56,512 in grants to eleven chapters or organizations. 

 

Our application included signed permission forms from the land owners 

where signs will be placed, estimates of costs of the signs and installa-

tion, and plans for a dedication ceremony once the signs are erected.  It 

mentioned the money our Chapter paid a surveyor and listed the hun-

dreds of hours of volunteer time we have already invested.  In total we 

estimated the total cost to be well over $12,000, but that includes “credit” 

for our volunteer hours which they assigned a value of almost $4,000, so 

that means the total out of pocket costs 

for our Chapter to be in the neighbor-

hood of $8,000 to $9,000. 

 

Our goal is to erect a total of three 

signs; two in Lafayette County, one 

near the site of the original Willard 

homestead settled in the mid 1820s 

and a second one a few miles north at 

the site of the family’s surface lead 

diggings.  A third sign will be erected 

on W. Main 
Continued on Page  2 

Note: The picture to the right and the one on 

page 2 are Photoshopped creations that show 

the signs as we intend to design them. 
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Street in Platteville where 

Alexander Willard lived 

from about 1849 until 1852 until the age of 74 when 

he, his family, and a total of 49 people formed an ox 

drawn wagon train for the Sacramento Valley in Cali-

fornia!  (See additional information about Alexander 

Willard on page 6 of this issue.) 
 

The sign at the original homestead will be a colorful 

two-sided laminate sign (similar to those in National 

parks) including a small roof to protect it from the 

elements with a cost in the neighborhood of $3,200.  

The Diggings sign will be cast aluminum, similar to a 

historical marker, with a value of about $2800, and the 

Platteville sign will be a one sided laminate sign with 

an estimated cost of $1,700.  

Once the signs are installed, a dedication ceremony is 

planned for their unveiling.  We hope to be joined by both 

a representative of the LCTHF and a Willard family mem-

ber from Washington state who has been instrumental in 

our research.  We have budgeted for their flights to en-

courage them to attend. 

 

Our treasurer, Marcia Holman, reports we have already 

received $1,200 in contributions for the Willard project 

from our membership when renewals were sent in and a 

pledge from Jerry Anderson to commit to a $1,500 dona-

tion if we need it.  We also have about $3,000 available 

from our treasury for the project, so those amounts along 

with our grant of over $6,300 will allow us to do a first 

rate job, one befitting the legacy of Alexander Willard.  

 

I wish to thank co-chair Charlie Bebow and committee 

members Mary Strauss, John Sabaka and Jim Rosenberger 

for the wonderful job they have already done and also for 

the work that lies ahead of us.  Badger State Chapter 

members are to be commended and thanked for their sup-

port on this project and your financial backing.  
 

President’s Message 
By: Jim Rosenberger  
 

Happy New Year from the Badger 

State Chapter!  2016 is off and run-

ning.   My first duty in 2016 is to 

offer an apology for some of the 

content of my President’s Message 

in the October 2015 issue of “Field 

Notes”. 
 

I received feedback on my message 

pointing out that I put too much emphasis on the distinc-

tion of a chapter being a trail state or non-trail state chap-

ter; the reality is that all chapters work for the good of the 

Lewis and Clark Historic Trail as part of the mission of 

the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation.  Upon 

reviewing my message, I found that I used the term “trail 

state” at least eight times and used the term “non-trail 

state” at least 10 times.  It could easily be interpreted that I 

was comparing one against the other and that was definite-

ly not my intent.  My primary purpose was to point out 

that, while we are not directly on the Lewis and Clark His-

toric Trail our chapter has accomplished a lot and I take 

pride in those accomplishments.  I did not intend to pit 

trail state chapters against non-trail state chapters but it 

appears I may have unintentionally suggested that.  If so, I 

apologize and certainly agree that all chapters of the Foun-

dation have the same goal of promoting and protecting the 

Trail.  

 

Continued from page 1 “Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 

July 18, 1805, Lewis & Clark County, MT, Lewis: “…we passed a 

large creek…it discharged a bold current of water, it’s banks low 

and bed formed of stones altogether; this stream we called Ord-

way’s creek after St. John Ordway…” 

 

May 27, 1806, Idaho County, ID, Clark: “…Sgt. Ordway and two 

men are ordered to cross this river (the Clearwater) and proceed on 

through the plains to Lewis’s River and procure some salmon on 

that river and return tomorrow if possible.  He set out at 8 A.M…” 

 

June 2, 1806, Idaho County, ID, Clark: “…About noon Sgt. Ord-

way, Frazier and Wiser returned with 17 Salmon and some root of 

the cows.  The distance was so great from whence they brought 

the fish that most of them were nearly spoiled.  Those fish were as 

fat as any I ever saw, sufficiently so to cook themselves without 

the addition of grease or butter.  Those which were sound were 

extremely delicious; their flesh is of a fine rose color with a small 

mixture of yellow…” 

Continued from page 1 

Continued on Page  3 
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Speaking of accomplish-

ments, I am happy to an-

nounce that the Badger State Chapter’s application for 

a $6,303 grant from the Lewis and Clark Trail Herit-

age Foundation’s Lewis and Clark Trail Stewardship 

Endowment has been approved.  These funds will be 

used to complete our “Willard in Wisconsin” project 

by erecting signs designating the locations of Alexan-

der Willard’s lead mine and two locations where he 

lived.  There will be a lot of work, and the committee 

consisting of Tom and Mary Strauss, Charlie Bebow, 

John Sabaka and myself have already begun that ef-

fort. Tom Strauss’s front page article in this issue of 

Field Notes offers more details. 

 

The renewal process for our chapter membership has, 

for the most part, been completed and I am happy to 

say that we continue to have seventy plus members.  

For the past number of years our membership has 

stayed at this level and I thank all of you who have 

continued to support the work of the Badger State 

Chapter.  This year many chapter members made a 

specific, additional contribution to “Willard in Wis-

consin” project and we thank you very much for that 

generosity.  In addition to the Foundation grant mon-

ey, your donations will help greatly in completing the 

project. 

 

We are currently working 

on our next chapter meeting 

and hope to have Lorna 

Hainesworth return as our 

guest speaker discussing 

expedition members in the 

War of 1812.  Lorna is cur-

rently recovering from hip 

surgery so it may be that 

April is the earliest she 

would be able to visit with 

us.  We will keep you informed about further develop-

ments for our next meeting.  

 

Don’t forget about the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation’s 2016 annual meeting at Harper’s Ferry, 

West Virginia July 24 – 27, 2016.  It should be an in-

teresting meeting at an Eastern Legacy site focusing 

on Meriwether Lewis’s time there as well as the arse-

nal itself.  Details should be included in the February 

issue of the Foundation’s quarterly magazine, “We 

Proceeded On”.  I have been told lodging at the main 

convention site may sell out early so you may want to 

contact the Harpers Ferry Quality Hotel and Confer-

ence Center (304-535-6302) about lodging as soon as 

possible. 

The Ohio River Chapter has advised that their spring 

meeting will be held March 19 – 20, 2016 in conjunc-

tion with the Kalamazoo Living History Show in Kal-

amazoo, MI.  Lodging will be at the Hotel Four Points 

by Sheraton, 3600 E. Cork Ct., Kalamazoo, MI, phone 

866-716-8133.  A special room rate of $95 plus tax is 

available by referencing “Kalamazoo Living History 

Show.  You may contact Jerry Wilson at: 

 wilsonjkw@yahoo.com for details. 

 

There is hope that 2016 will be the year in which the 

Eastern Legacy will be approved to become a part of 

the Lewis and Clark Historic Trail.  This may be a 

long shot as the proposal has to be open for public 

comment and then sent to Congress for approval but 

effort to get this all accomplished is being pursued by 

the Lewis and Clark Trust as well as the Lewis and 

Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 

 
It appears the HBO series based on Stephen Ambrose's 

"Undaunted Courage" is still on hold.  A recent Facebook 

posting quotes Casey Affleck, who will play the part of 

Meriwether Lewis, as saying the production crew is 

"...trying to make the scripts and the production more man-

ageable...they're sort of regrouping and aiming to just kind 

of start over again..."   So we will just have to wait and see. 

So 2016 has some knowns and some unknowns but as 

always, let us “Proceed On.” 

 
 

A Lewis & Clark visitor  

flies into Wisconsin 
 

One of the important aspects of the Lewis and Clark 

Expedition is the amount of information they brought 

back relative to the natural world they traveled 

through.  The expedition is credited with bringing 

back information on 122 new birds and animals and 

178 plants.  One of the birds discovered was a wood-

pecker which was subsequently named the Lewis 

Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis).  Lewis gives his first 

description of the woodpecker while traveling in to-

day’s Lewis and Clark County, Montana*: 

 

Saturday, July 20, 1805: “…I saw a black woodpecker 

crow.  I endeavored to get a shot at it but could not.  It 

is a distinct species of woodpecker; it has a long tail 

and flies a good deal like the jay bird…” 

 

Later in the expedition, William Clark comments 

about Pvt. John Shields hunting efforts: 

 

Friday, May 16, 1806: “… Continued on Page  4 

Continued from page 2 

mailto:wilsonjkw@yahoo.com
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Now imagine my surprise 

when I picked up the Nov. 

29, 2015 issue of the Wis-

consin State Journal and 

read that a Lewis Wood-

pecker was present in 

Trempealeau County, WI.  

The bird had been sighted 

and reported to such organ-

izations as the National 

Audubon Society and it 

was confirmed that it was a 

Lewis Woodpecker.   This 

was only the fourth time 

the Lewis Woodpecker had 

been recorded in Wiscon-

sin, the last recorded in 

2008.  Typically, they do 

not come further east than 

South Dakota or Colorado.  

Of course birdwatchers 

would be excited about this 

bird visiting our state but 

so was I.  Here was another 

Wisconsin connection to 

the Lewis & Clark History. 

 

I couldn’t control myself, I sent off a letter to the edi-

tor of the State Journal thanking him for publishing 

the article and that the bird’s visit made another con-

nection to Lewis and Clark history, some other con-

nections being the Floyd Journal at the Wisconsin 

Historical Society, William Clark at Prairie du Chien 

on 3 occasions and Alexander Willard living in the 

Platteville area. 

 

Imagine my surprise when, a week later, my letter was 

printed in the “Letters to the Editor: column.  So in 

addition to more people getting to actually see a Lewis 

Woodpecker, there are now more people who are 

aware there is a Badger State Chapter of the Lewis 

and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation.  Now if only the 

Clark Nutcracker would fly into Wisconsin. 

 

*The source of all journal entries is the Journals of the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition edited by Gary E. 

Moulton, University of Nebraska Press 1983 – 2001. 

 

+Per Moulton’s footnote # 6, page 410, volume 4 of 

the Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition: “…

Perhaps the only remaining zoological specimen of 

the expedition is the skin of a Lewis’s woodpecker, 

now in the Museum of Comparative Zoology Harvard 

University…” 

 

 

Shields rode out and hunted in the 

morning without success.  He re-

turned at 11 A.M. having killed 

only a black woodpecker with a 

red breast as described hereaf-

ter…” 

 

And Lewis did describe the wood-

pecker: 

 

Tuesday, May 27, 1806: “…The 

black woodpecker which I have 

frequently mentioned and which is 

found in most parts of the Rocky 

Mountains as well as the Western 

and S.W. mountains; I had never 

an opportunity of examining until 

a few days since when we killed 

and preserved several of them.  

This bird is about the size of the 

lark woodpecker or the turtle 

dove, though its wings are longer 

than either of those birds.  The 

beak is black, one inch long, rather 

wide at the base, somewhat 

curved, and sharply pointed; the chaps are of equal 

length.  Around the base of the beak including the eye 

and a small part of the throat is of a fine crimson red.  

The neck and as low as the croup in front is of an iron 

grey.  The belly and breast is a curious mixture of 

white and blood red which has much the appearance 

of having been artificially painted or stained of that 

color.  The red rather predominates.  The top of head, 

back, sides, upper surface of the wings and tail are 

black, with a glossy tint of green in a certain exposure 

to the light.  The under side of the wings and tail are 

of a sooty black.  It has ten feathers in the tail, sharply 

pointed, and those in the center rather longest, being 

21/2 inches in length.  The tongue is barbed, pointed, 

and of an elastic cartilaginous substance.  The eye is 

moderately large, purple black and iris of a dark yel-

lowish brown.  This bird in its actions when flying 

resembles the small redheaded woodpecker common 

to the Atlantic states.  Its note (song?) also somewhat 

resembles that bird.  The pointed tail seems to assist it 

in setting with more ease or retaining its resting posi-

tion against the perpendicular side of a tree.  The legs 

and feet are black and coved with wide embrocated 

scales.  It has four toes on each foot of which two are 

in rear and two in front; the nails are much curved 

long and remarkably keen or sharply pointed.  It feeds 

on bug worms and a variety of insects.”+ 

Continued from page 3 
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The Bison Roam to our Chapter Picnic  
 

We could not have asked for a better day to have our 

chapter picnic; seventy degree temperature, sunny, a 

slight breeze and the relaxing surroundings of chapter 

member Mark Koeppl’s CatNip Hollow Bison Ranch.  

It just couldn’t get much better.  But it did, the food 

was fantastic. 

 

Our resident chef Jack (“Charbonneau”) Schroeder 

out did himself by preparing an excellent bison stew 

and right along side of that, for comparison, a tasty 

venison dish.  Some liked the venison dish better, 

some preferred the bison; it was next to impossible to 

pick a favorite; both were delicious.  We called it a 

draw.  Many thanks to Jack and his cooking skill. 

Members brought a variety of excellent soup, salads 

and deserts so there was no shortage of food to com-

pliment the bison and venison.   Most people made a 

number of trips to the food table to refill their plates 

which is the highest compliment to the culinary effort. 

 

The picnic is primarily intended to be a social event 

but a short session was held to bring us up to date on 

Chapter and Foundation activities.  Chapter President 

Jim Rosenberger brought us up to date on the May 

chapter meeting at the Wade House, the August Foun-

dation annual meeting in Kansas City, MO and pro-

gress on our chapter’s “Alexander Willard Project”.  

Jim’s talk must have been interesting because as he 

spoke the bison herd drifted closer and closer to the 

fence that separated us.  They had been perhaps 50 

yards from us but slowly moved closer and closer, a 

few stopping along the way to roll in the loose ground.  

It was like a scene out of the movie “Dances with 

Wolves”.  Before we knew it, they were lined up 

along the fence apparently wanting to know what was 

going on.   However, they must have satisfied them-

selves that there wasn’t anything of much importance 

going and soon drifted away from us. 

This was a great day of just enjoying each other and 

our surroundings.  Our picnic has developed into an 

annual event here and many thanks to Mark Koeppl 

for making his bison ranch available to us as a gather-

ing place.  

Newsletter Articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought 

about the Lewis & Clark Expedition, 

or  know someone who shares our 

interest in “The Journey?” Would you 

like to share it with others through this newslet-

ter?  Then write to either Jim Rosenberger at 

punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at 

wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, 

call Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a pic-

ture, we will be happy to return it upon request. 
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Willard was to survive another canoe mishap only 27 days 

later, in today's South Dakota. During the night of August 

30-31, a violent storm struck their camp, which was pitched 

on a sandbar. The men rushed to hang onto the boats to 

keep them from being blown away. The two canoes used by 

Sgt. Pryor and Sheheke's and Jusseaume's families broke 

loose, one holding Weiser, the other Willard. They were 

blown ashore across the Missouri and, after the wind slack-

ened were rescued by Sgt. Ordway and six men. 
 

Back in Missouri, five months after the expedition's end, 

Alex married Elinor McDonald, a union that lasted 58 

years, with Elinor surviving him by three years. With 

Clark's help he obtained work as a blacksmith for the Dela-

ware and Shawnee Indians in 1809. He also worked as a 

courier for Clark during the War of 1812. Elinor bore 

twelve children, some of whom moved with their parents to 

Wisconsin in 1827. There, in 1836, their second son, 

George Clark Willard, was killed by a neighbor, who was 

convicted of manslaughter. 
 

In 1852, at the first peak of westward migration, the extend-

ed Willard family joined a wagon train put together at 

Platteville, and moved to California. Alexander Willard, 

then 74, crossed the Missouri River for the final time at 

Council Bluffs, Iowa. He was 86 when he died in Sacra-

mento, the next-to-last survivor of the Corps of Discovery. 

Alexander Hamilton Willard  
(1778-1865) 

Private, U.S. Army; California Pioneer 
 

Alexander Willard joined the army in 1800 as an 

"artificer"—a craftsman; in his case, a blacksmith. At the 

age of 25, while on duty at Fort Kaskaskia in the Illinois 

country, he voluntarily enlisted in the Corps of Discovery. 

At times he apparently assisted John Shields, the expedi-

tion's primary blacksmith. In July of 1805 Clark selected 

Willard as one of five men to assist him in surveying and 

flagging the portage route around the falls of the Missouri 

River. 

 

At Fort Clatsop, Willard suffered a mysterious illness from 

February through March 1806, complaining of headache, 

fever, and low spirits. He and William Bratton were sick at 

the same time, but unlike Bratton, Willard recovered on his 

own. 

 

Clark took Willard in his advance party that sought to buy 

horses as the Corps moved back up the Columbia River in 

the spring of 1806, and occasionally ordered him to carry 

word back to Lewis about the continuing failure to obtain 

affordable steeds. Even though well aware of how precious 

their few horses were, Willard was the man who failed to 

picket his own animal well enough at The Dalles on April 

19. It wandered off during the night, and could not be found 

the next morning; the incident aroused Lewis's wrath to-

ward the private: 

 

Lewis: “this in addition to the other difficulties under which 

I laboured was truly provoking. I repremanded him more 

severely for this peice of negligence than had been usual 

with me.” 

 

Years later, one of Willard's sons would tell historian and 

suffrage activist Eva Emory Dye that, when reminiscing 

about the expedition his father "did not speak much of Lew-

is but he was a personal friend of Gov. Clark" after that. 

 

Still, Lewis wrote with concern on August 4, 1806, when 

Willard was thrown into the Missouri River in eastern Mon-

tana. He and John Ordway had been hunting behind Lewis's 

main party and were coming up after dark with the meat 

from a bear and two deer in their canoe. The current pushed 

it into a "parsel of sawyers," or partially submerged trees, 

and Willard, the steersman, was swept out of it. Meanwhile, 

Ordway fought his way to shore a half mile downstream 

and returned by land. Willard had clung to a sawyer until he 

could tie some handy driftwood together as a float, then set 

himself a drift among the sawyers which he fortunately 

escaped and was taken up a mile below by Ordway with the 

canoe.  

 

“..it was fortunate for Willard that he could swim tolerably 

well.” 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $5939.55 in 

the Treasury as of January 1, 2016. Chap-

ter members come from Wisconsin, Minnesota,  

Michigan, Montana, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Mary-

land, Virginia, and Florida. 

Seaman Says - January 2016 
 

We continue with the post-

expedition journals of Sea-

man, recently discovered 

in the minds and creative 

thoughts of the publishers 

of “Field Notes” 
 

October 21, 1806; We are 

prepared to depart St. Lou-

is for wherever it is that 

my Captain Lewis must 

return.  Only one task remains and that is to have a final 

gathering of the all the men who made this lengthy and 

successful expedition and to say our goodbyes.  The 

men stand in a military formation and Captains Lewis 

and Clark pass among them, stop in front of each man, 

shake his hand and say a few words to him.  I follow the 

Captains, stop at each man and brush up against him.  

Each man strokes my back and says a few words to me. 

I wish I could speak their language and say something 

in return but I think they know I am sad to be leaving 

them and hope to see them in the future.  I know there is 

little chance for me to see them again, but still I hope. 
 

While I enjoyed the time spent in St. Louis, I am happy 

to be traveling and to be active once again.  The Cap-

tains say we will be stopping in Vincennes but I have no 

idea what that means.  I am happy that York, Sgt. Gass, 

Sgt. Ordway and Mr. Labiche will be traveling with us 

since at least then some of our previous expedition 

members will be along.  This gives me some comfort as 

I know their travel habits.   
 

A fairly large group of Osage Indians are traveling with 

us to the place called Washington City and a Mr. 

Chouteau is leading them.  Again, I do not know what 

all this means.  A Mandan chief, who is called Sheheke, 

or some times chief Big White Coyote, has traveled 

with us since leaving the Mandan villages.  His family 

is with him.  It strikes me that just as we made a long 

journey with many unknowns, this chief Sheheke will 

now be doing the same.  He and his family have left 

their homeland and are traveling into a land unknown to 

them with many different people, languages and cus-

toms.  He will see and learn many 

new things just as we did.  I will 

add him to the men I serve and 

protect so he and his family have a 

safe trip.  

 

And so we depart the place they 

call St. Louis.         
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