April 2016

Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved

Number 58

During this time in history:
(August 1804 - January 1807)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 19832001.)
Our journal entries deal with the activities of
Expedition member Sgt. Patrick Gass.

1804- - - - - - By: Jim Rosenberger- - - - - -1806

August 26, 1804, in today’s Clay County,
South Dakota, by order of Captains Lewis &
Clark: “The commanding officers have
thought it proper to appoint Patrick Gass, a
Sergeant in the Corps of Volunteers for the
North Western Discovery, he is therefore to
be obeyed and respected accordingly. Sgt.
Gass is directed to take charge of the late
Sgt. Floyd’s mess and immediately to enter
on the discharge of such other duties as, by
their previous orders been prescribed for the
government of the sergeants of this corps…”

In the almost three years that Lewis and Clark lead the Corps of Discovery other
events were taking place in the United States and in the world; events they did
not know about until their return trip to St. Louis; events that would affect the
world and our newly formed nation. The Corps had essentially had no news
since leaving St. Louis in May of 1804 but on September 3, 1806 that changed.
At a location described by Gary Moulton as “…particularly vague…it would
seem to have been in Union County, South Dakota or Dakota County, Nebraska,
some miles up the Missouri (River) from present Sioux City…” the men met
two boats coming up the Missouri River.

June 3, 1805, at the mouth of the Marias
River, MT, Lewis: “Sgt. Gass ascended the
south fork (the Missouri River) and took the
course measurements of the river…Capt.
Clark and myself concluded to set out early
the next morning with a small party each,
and ascend these rivers…Capt. Clark selected Reubin & Joseph Fields, Sgt. Gass, Shannon and his black man York…”

Captain Clark’s entry for this day provides the information; …“I landed and was
met by a Mr. James Aird from the Mackinaw by way of Prairie du Chien and St.
Louis. This gentleman is of the house of Dickson & Co. of Prairie du Chien
who has a license to trade for one year with the Sioux…Our first inquiry was
after the President of our country and then our friends and the state of the politics of our country etc. and the state of Indian affairs to all of which Mr. Aird
gave us a satisfactory information…and that Mr. Burr and General Hamilton
fought a Duel, the latter was killed etc…”

June 21, 1805, at the Great Falls, MT, Lewis:
“…I caused the iron frame of the boat and
the necessary tools, my private baggage and
instruments to be taken as part of this load;
also the baggage of Joseph Fields, Sgt. Gass
and John Sheilds, whom I had selected to
assist me in constructing the leather (iron)
boat…”

The Burr-Hamilton duel took place
on July 11, 1804. Where was the
Corps of Discovery and what were
they doing on that date? They were
ascending the Missouri River and
were camped near the confluence of
the Big Nemaha and Missouri Rivers just above the Nebraska-Kansas
border. William Clark’s entry for
the day describes how he walked on
shore and followed the tracks of a
horse, found it and returned to camp with it. Hunters killed seven deer with
George Drouillard killing six of them. The next day, July 12, 1804, Captains
Lewis and Clark presided at the Court Martial of Pvt. Alexander Willard on
charges of “Lying down and sleeping on his post whilst a sentinel on the night of
the 11th.” He was found guilty.

July 25, 1805, near the Three Forks, MT,
Lewis: “…we passed a large creek today…it
is composed of five streams which unite in
the plain at no great distance from the river
and have their sources in the mountains.
This stream we called Gass’s Creek after Sgt.
Patrick Gass, one of our party….”
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2)
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On February 23, 1801 President elect Thomas Jefferson wrote to
Meriwether Lewis asking him to serve as his secretary and to
live with him in the President’s House. Lewis responded that he
would serve and he arrived in Washington in April 1801. Jefferson was inaugurated as President in March 1801 and soon
after he met with his cabinet about the Barbary States. On
March 23rd he ordered a naval squadron to the Mediterranean.
By the summer of 1801 American ships were in the Mediterranean and on August 1, 1801 the first battle of the Barbary War
took place with the U.S. schooner Enterprise defeating the Tripolitan warship Tripoli. Certainly Lewis was involved and
briefed as all of this developed and was taking place. His position involved carrying messages and correspondence as well as
dealing with important individuals close to the President and
this must have included items about the Barbary War.

“Gray Column” Continued
from
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1 1
Continued
from
page
July 31, 1805, at the Three Forks, MT, Lewis: “…We have a lame
crew just now, two with tumors or bad boils …one with a bad
stone bruise, one with his arm accidentally dislocated…and a fifth
has strained his back by slipping and falling backwards on the
gunwale of the canoe. The latter is Sgt Gass and it gives him
great pain to work in the canoe…but he thinks he can walk with
convenience. I therefore select him as one of the party to accompany me tomorrow, being determined to go in quest of the Snake
Indians…”
August 2, 1805, on the Jefferson River, Madison County, MT,
Lewis: “…Sgt. Gass lost my tomahawk in the thick brush and we
were unable to find it. I regret the loss of this useful implement,
however accidents will happen in the best of families and I consoled myself with the recollection that it was not the only one we
had with us…”

But as the war progressed the planning for the Lewis and Clark
Expedition came to fruition and Lewis left Washington for the
west coast. While the Corps of Discovery was working hard to
achieve its goal the Barbary War continued. What was the
Corps experiencing when some of the major events of that war
took place?

April 4, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, Clark: “This morning early we sent
Sgt. Ordway in search of Sgt. Gass and party below the entrance
of Quick Sand River from whom we have had no report. In the
course of a few hours both parties returned, Sgt. Gass and party
brought the flesh of a bear and some venison…”
July 10, 1806; on the Sun River, Lewis and Clark County, MT,
Lewis: “…We joined our party and they informed us that they
had seen a very large bear in the plains which had pursued St.
Gass and Thomson some distance but their horses enabled them
to keep out of its reach.”

June 2, 1803 found Marine Lt. David Porter leading a contingent of U.S. Marines to land “on the shores of Tripoli” to destroy supplies of the enemy. It was the first U.S. amphibious
landing at a hostile foreign land. In April and May 1803 Meriwether Lewis was in Philadelphia being tutored by such notables as Andrew Ellicott, Dr. Benjamin Rush and others. He was
probably still in Philadelphia on the date of Lt. Porter’s
“invasion”.

January 15, 1807, Capt. Lewis’s report to Secretary of War, Henry Dearborn: “…Regarding Patrick Gass; Promoted to Sergeant,
20th of August 1804, in the place of Charles Floyd, deceased; in
which capacity he continued until discharge at St. Louis, November 10, 1806.”

On October 31, 1803, while attempting to engage enemy ships,
the USS Philadelphia ran aground in the Tripoli harbor and was
captured with all of its crew taken captive. Lewis had departed

Continued from page 1

One has to wonder if the men
thought about what had taken place at certain times and
places while they were on the expedition. As an example,
would they have wondered where they were and what they
were doing when they heard about some of events that had
taken place in the Barbary War?
The countries of Morocco, Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, referred to as the Barbary States, had been attacking ships in
the Mediterranean and ransoming prisoners for some two
hundred years. European countries had also paid an annual
ransom to the Barbary States so their merchant ships would
not be attacked. In the late 1700s the United States also
began paying this extortion money to protect its merchant
ships. In the 1780s John Adams was minister to England
and Thomas Jefferson was minister to France and the two
had debated what to do about paying the extortion money to
the Barbary States. Adams advocated paying while Jefferson argued that force should be used to stop the extortion.

Pittsburgh, PA on August 30, 1803 and kept a journal up until
September 18th. There is a gap in his journal keeping until
November 11th but we know that he spent time in Cincinnati,
visited the Big Bone Lick fossil beds in KY and reached Clarksville, IN where he met William Clark and the “Nine Young Men
from Kentucky.” The group departed the Clarksville area on
October 26, 1803 and arrived at Fort

When President Jefferson was elected President, he decided
to stop paying the ransom and sent American ships to the
Mediterranean to protect American shipping. Meriwether
Lewis was probably aware of these early decisions and actions.
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Massac in southern IL on Novem- Cont’d from pg 2
ber 11th where they hired George Drouillard.

President’s Message
By: Jim Rosenberger

February 16, 1804 found Lt. Stephen Decatur leading his
crew on a daring mission to recapture the USS Philadelphia,
now anchored in the Tripoli harbor. The plan was to set the
ship on fire so it could not be used by the enemy. They
were totally successful in their mission with the ship being
destroyed. This date found the Corps of Discovery at Camp
Wood, IL. but the captains kept no journal entries for this
date as they were traveling back and forth from Camp
Wood to St. Louis presumably preparing for the expedition.

I have often commented that I have
somewhat of an addiction to Lewis
and Clark history and it strikes me
at some odd times. Well, it happened again just the other night. I
was watching the TV reality show
“Survivor” and the competitors in
the show were being checked by a
doctor due to infections some of them had developed due to
cuts, scrapes etc. One competitor had already been evacuated by helicopter due to heat exhaustion. Now one had a
particularly bad looking infected wound and eventually was
taken out of the competition; another was given antibiotics.
It was kind of “Oh my goodness” moment as far as watching TV is concerned but then thoughts of Lewis and Clark
History took over. Seeing those wounds the competitors
developed brought thoughts of the injuries and illness the
members of the Corps of Discovery had to deal with.

The USS Intrepid was manned by 13 men and loaded with
explosives. It was to stealthily sail into the Tripoli Harbor
on September 4, 1804, be ignited and destroy as many enemy ships and buildings as possible. It never made it. It is
unknown what happened but the explosives ignited prematurely, destroying the Intrepid and all aboard. The Corps of
Discovery was located near the confluence of the Niobrara
and Missouri Rivers and William Clark’s journal entry
simply describes the geography of the region.

I recall Captain Lewis had commented, “Our trio of pests
still invade and obstruct us on all occasions; these are the
mosquitoes, eye gnats and prickly pear cactus, equal to any
three curses that ever poor Egypt labored under…” Hail
had been so large it actually knocked some of the men
down. Lewis and Clark had to treat the men for tumors,
boils, cuts and bruises from doing their every day duties.
There are numerous references to the men suffering from
heat exhaustion and strained muscles. Captain Clark could
not continue his search for the Shoshone due to an infected
ankle. But the men “Proceeded On” through the entire expedition. They had no “on-call” medical staff, no antibiotics and no helicopter to evacuate any injured members of
the Corps. Amazing!

In March 1805 an army comprised of U.S. Marines and
mercenaries departed from Egypt and marched across Tripoli to capture the city of Derna, Tripoli’s second largest
city. They arrived on April 26th and on April 27, 1805 the
American flag was raised in Derna It was the first time the
U.S. flag was raised on foreign ground.

My wife, Mary, also thinks it’s amazing that a weekly TV
reality show stirs up thoughts about the Lewis and Clark
Expedition but it seemed to me there was some kind of a
connection.
But let us proceed on. In mid-March chapter presidents
received a letter from the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation and for those of you who are members of the
Foundation it contained some interesting and important
news regarding membership levels and membership voting.

On April 26th Lewis and Clark reunited at the confluence
of the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. Lewis led a small
party and had gone ahead of the expedition to locate the
Yellowstone River. Clark brought the rest of the party up
the Missouri River to the Yellowstone. They departed on
April 28, 1805.

Based on membership input the Foundation will now offer
up to two members to join under the same membership payment for upper level memberships. Student, Basic 1-year
and Basic 3-year memberships will continue to receive a
single person (member) listed on their membership; the
member will receive one “We Proceeded On” (WPO) and
will have one vote. Upper level memberships, (Family,
Heritage, Explorer, Jefferson, Discovery, and Lifetime) will
receive one WPO and the Foundation will offer up to two
people (members) to join the

Upon hearing about what all had occurred while they were
gone I would think the men of the Corps of Discovery
could not help but think about where they were when a certain event took place. I know I couldn’t.

Continued on Page 4
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Foundation under a single upper membership level. This
also means that upper level membership will now have two
votes when two members join at these upper membership
levels.
If requested, the Foundation will add second names to all
existing upper memberships and two people can be listed
on a new upper level membership. The Foundation will no
longer require folks to be members of the Foundation to
attend the annual meeting. Non-members will, of course,
have to pay the registration fee and it is likely the fee would
be somewhat higher for non-members.
I think these are fairly straight forward changes but you
may want to look at your current Foundation membership
level and decide if you want to make any changes. If you
have questions, let me know and I will try to get them answered.
Don’t forget about this year’s annual meeting in Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia. The dates are from July 24 through
July 27 and I think it will be a very interesting meeting.
Meriwether Lewis visited Harpers Ferry in 1803 and I don’t
think his visit there has been dealt with in the detail the
programs at this meeting will do. Additionally, there are
other historic features and events surrounding the area
which will add to the enjoyment of our visit. Information is
available
on
the
Foundation’s
website,
www.lewisandclark.org/meeting/index.php
or
at
www.harpersferryhistory.org/2016-schedule-events. I encourage you to attend.

Mr. Lonick arrived in full buckskin regalia and with a display of antique firearms, ammunition, various pouches and
a bison hide to name a few items. He began his presentation using sign language which a few in the audience were
somewhat familiar with. He explained how Natives used
sign language to communicate with the different Native
Nations and with the French, Spanish and English of the
white travelers coming to their lands. Jim provided handouts on sign language and how to sew moccasins from
hides. He also encouraged attendees to learn more about
sign language at the online website: http://pislresearch.com.
It was a very enjoyable and informative presentation.

Badger State Chapter Meeting
February in Ripon

After lunch a brief business meeting was held. The primary
item of business was the approval of our annual donation to
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation in the
amount of $375.

Our first quarterly chapter meeting was held on February
20, 2016 at the Lane Library on the Ripon College Campus.
It is always a pleasure to be in at the Lane Library since we
typically hold our meetings in what we like to refer to as the
Todd Berens Room. The meeting room is filled with the
papers and books of our own chapter member, Todd
Berens, and it is a collection one must see to believe.

After the business dealings Tom Strauss gave an excellent
presentation on the status of the interpretive signs for our
chapter’s “Willard Project”. Tom had two paper replicas of
signs, one 3’X4’ and a second at 3’X2’, as well as handouts
for the members in attendance. The membership provided
suggestions for wording on the signs, size and placement.
The work will then be sent to a graphic designer and then to
a printer. There will be three signs, two made of a sunshielded laminate and one of cast aluminum.

Our meeting agenda was a little different this time as our
guest speaker was first rather than our business meeting due
to his very busy schedule. After listening to his presentation, it was easy to see why he was so busy.

We were honored to have a special guest at the meeting.
Richard J. Hall-Reppen is the land owner where the Willard
homestead once stood. Not only did he attend our meeting
but he and his wife Deb have joined our Badger State Chapter. It is exciting to have them join us. Please welcome
them “aboard”.

Our guest speaker was Mr. Jim Lonick. Chapter members
Tom and Mary Strauss had previously attended one of his
presentations and were very impressed. Tom invited Jim
Lonick, who is from Shawano, WI, to give his presentation
on Native American sign language at our chapter meeting.
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Badger State Chapter Meeting
April in De Forest
The weather certainly
cooperated for our
spring meeting at the
De Forest Public Library on April 16th.
A sunny sky with the
temperature climbing
into the 70’s made for
a pleasant day to get
together and talk
about Lewis and
Clark history. But
the major reason for
some 36 people attending our meeting
was our guest speaker, Lorna Hainesworth.

brought up some very interesting points. As an example;
Nathaniel Pryor re-enlisted in the Army in 1813 and fought
at the Battle of New Orleans. Accepted history is that the
Battle of New Orleans was after the Treaty of Ghent was
signed ending the war and therefore, the battle was fought
after the end of the war. However, Lorna pointed out that
the Treaty of Ghent states the hostilities will end upon the
ratification of the treaty by the parties involved. The United States did not ratify the treaty until February of 1815 and
the Battle of New Orleans was fought in early January
1815, therefore it was not fought after the end of the war.
Something to think about.

Lorna with Jim Rosenberger

A brief business meeting was held which included an update by Chapter member and Foundation Board member
Mark Nelezen giving an update on the Foundation and the
upcoming annual meeting at Harpers Ferry. “Willard Committee” co-chair Tom Strauss gave an update on the work
being done to develop and complete our interpretive signs.
The content of the signs is being reviewed by a graphic
artist and should be ready to be sent out for production very
soon. The signs will include art work by artist Michael
Haynes.

A question and answer period followed Lorna’s presentation and because she had discussed Sgt. Pryor being located
in the Galena, IL area and Alexander Willard in the S. W.
Wisconsin area a discussion ensued about the lead mining
region and the Black Hawk War of 1832. One result of the
discussion was a suggestion that the Badger Chapter consider holding a regional meeting covering these topics.
This is not the first time the suggestion has been made and
it will take some looking into.

Of course we were all anxious to hear the presentation of
our chapter member and guest speaker from Randallstown,
MD, Lorna Hainesworth. Lorna does detailed research on
her topics and is a talented speaker. She has spoken to our
chapter on a number of previous occasions covering such
topics as surveyor and mathematician Andrew Ellicott,
Meriwether Lewis’s boundary survey at Cumberland Gap
and Lorna’s discovery of a heretofore unknown letter written by Lewis to William Linnard, Military Agent in Philadelphia. For this presentation Lorna discussed “The Corps
in the War of 1812”.

Upon completion of the meeting and Lorna’s presentation,
about two dozen of the attendees congregated at the De
Forest Family Restaurant for lunch and continued discussions. We all agreed that this had been a well attended,
educational and thoroughly enjoyable get together.

Newsletter Articles

In covering the War of 1812, Lorna looked at the time period from 1807 to 1815. In 1807 the United States, under
President Thomas Jefferson, passed the Embargo Act which
prevented English and French goods from entering the
country. The British were stopping American ships and
taking sailors off those ships saying they were actually British sailors or citizens. These “aggravations” contributed to
the build up and eventual War of 1812. What were former
Corps members doing during this period?

Do you have an interesting thought
about the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or
know someone who shares our interest
in “The Journey?” Would you like to
share it with others through this newsletter? Then
write
to
either
Jim
Rosenberger
at
punkinz@tds.net
or
Bill
Holman
at
wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail,
call Bill at (608) 249-2233. If you include a picture, we will be happy to return it upon request.

Lorna talked about five members of the Corps; Capt. William Clark, Sgt. Nathaniel Pryor, Sgt. Patrick Gass, Pvt.
William Bratton and Pvt. Alexander Willard and she
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Seaman Says - April 2016
We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the
minds and creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes”
October 30, 1806; We have traveled for some 9 days and have arrived at the location my Capt.
Lewis has been referring to as Vincennes. This is a town smaller than St. Louis but is quite active with people hurrying about and appearing to be quite busy.
I must admit that at the beginning of the trip from St. Louis I tired easily and had sore feet and
muscles. While I had been in excellent physical condition upon arriving at St. Louis, the casual life we lived there for nearly
a month did affect me. It is amazing how quickly one’s physical condition declines without proper exercise. Even the captains and former expedition members were experiencing some difficulties. But by the time we arrived at this Vincennes location we have all, for the most part, recovered our strength.
We visited for a time with a man called Governor William Henry Harrison. People call him “Governor” in a similar manner
Lewis and Clark are called “Captain” so I assume this Mr. Harrison is in a position of some importance.
It seems that men of perceived high quality have very nice homes to live in and Mr. Harrison is no different. He has named
his home “Grouseland” and I assume this is because of all the birds in the area which they refer to as Grouse. I have had
some fun chasing these birds and they do, in fact, taste quite good, although, I have the feeling the
humans prefer I discontinue my pursuit of the birds. I do hope that once we arrive at a place to settle
down my Captain Lewis will have a nice home.
Captain Lewis talks to me on many occasions and today he told me we will not be at this place called
Vincennes for very long. He and Captain Clark desire to get to the Ohio River where Captain Clark
has family living. I recall the Ohio River from when I first started on this adventure with Captain
Lewis and it will be good to return to its banks. Perhaps at sometime in the near future I too will
meet some of my family.

Badger State Chapter Officers:
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President
Phone: (608)833-2488
E-mail: punkinz@tds.net
Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President
Ph: (608)204-0052
E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com
Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary
Phone: (920)602-1726
E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com
Marcia Holman………….............……….…..…...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233
E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com

Board of Directors:
1-David Sorgel
(608)516-1830

Treasurer’s Report
The Badger State Chapter had $11,196.21
in the Treasury as of April 14, 2016. Our 77
Chapter members come from Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Michigan, Montana, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, and Florida.

E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com

2-Dick Campbell
(920)231-8267

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net

3-Tom Strauss
(920)602-1639

E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com

Field Notes Editor:
Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233
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