
1 

October 2015                       Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved                         Number 56 

During this time in history:   
(January 1804 - August 1806) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 

E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-

2001.) 
 

Our journal entries deal with the activities of 

Expedition member Pvt. John Collins. 
 

January 5, 1804, Camp Wood, IL; Clark: “…

Two men, whom I sent to hunt grouse, re-

turned with a part of a hog which they found 

hung up in the woods and brought it in as 

bear meat…” 
 

January 8, 1804, Camp Wood, IL; Clark: “…

A French man and his family came to see me 

today…This man complained that he had lost 

a hog.  Some hog meat had been brought in 

as before mentioned.   As the men who 

brought it in are absent, I postpone the in-

quiry until tomorrow…” 
 

January 9, 1804, Camp Wood, IL; Clark: “…I 

took Collins and went to the place he found a 

hog skinned and hung up.  The crows had 

devoured the meat…” 
 

May 17, 1804, St. Charles, MO; Clark: “…

Court Martial convened…John Collins is 

charged 1st for being absent without leave; 2nd 

for behaving in an unbecoming manner at the 

ball last night; 3rd for speaking in a language 

after his return to camp tending to bring into 

disrespect the orders of the Commanding 

Officer…The Court are of opinion that the 

prisoner is guilty of all the charges alleged 

against him, it being a breach of the rules and 

articles of war and do sentence him to receive 

fifty lashes on his naked back…”  
 

June 29, 1804, confluence of the Kansas and 

Missouri Rivers; Clark: “…A Court Martial 

convened agreeable to order and proceeded to 

the trial of the prisoner John Collins charged 

with getting drunk on his post this morning 

out of whiskey put under his charge as a sen-

tinel and for suffering Hugh Hall to draw 

whiskey out of the said barrel intended for the  

 

(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 

 

    

Where’s the Humor           By: Jim Rosenberger 

 
In reading and studying the Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

one recognizes quickly that the journey was serious business.  This was a 

military expedition on a mission to open up trade with the Native Nations 

and locate the trade route to the Far East as well as learn as much as pos-

sible about the Geography and Botany of the lands the expedition would 

pass through.  This had to be serious business.  No time for joking 

around.  Oh sure, we know the men “kicked back” in the evenings, had 

their gill of whiskey and danced but is there any record of the men just 

joking around with each other?  

 

Certainly, there were events that took place which had the possibility of 

serious implications such as; Pvt. George Shannon getting lost, Alexan-

der Willard dropping his rifle in a stream and William Bratton getting 

chased up a tree by a grizzly bear to mention a few.   But knowing the 

ways of the men in a military unit, some of these events must have gener-

ated comments to poke fun at their fellow soldiers who were parties to 

the events.  At a minimum, something like, “hey George, which way is 

north” or “Al, strap that rifle to your back so you don’t drop it”.  At least 

something like, “did you see the look on Bill’s face when that grizzly 

charged?” followed by laughter from the entire Corps.  But there doesn’t 

appear to be any entries that really show humor.  And yet…our captains 

always seem to come through. 

 

While it may border more on satire, I think there are entries made by 

both Lewis and Clark that indicate they had a sense of humor.  When the 

Corps of Discovery arrived at he confluence of the Missouri River and 

the Marias River, Clark took a group to explore the Missouri and Lewis 

took a group to explore the Marias.  Lewis makes a June 5, 1905 journal 

entry; “It continued to rain almost without inter-

The Humor & 
Horror 

Of Lewis & Clark  

Continued on Page  2 
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mission last night and as 

expected we had a most disagreeable and restless 

night.  Our camp possessing no allurements, we left 

our watery beds at an early hour…”   No allurements?  

An allurement is something desirable, attractive, entic-

ing or fascinating.  After all the expedition has been 

through there are no allurements?  This is dry humor 

through the use of understatement and I think it would 

at least get a smile from folks listening to the story. 

 

Lewis goes on to tell how slippery the ground was and 

that he nearly slid off a 90 foot precipice and also had 

to save Pvt. Windsor from falling off the precipice.  

The rest of the day was not much better but upon mak-

ing camp in a deserted Indian stick lodge Lewis and 

his group have a “hearty supper” of venison and then 

Lewis comments, “I now laid myself down on some 

willow boughs to a comfortable nights rest and felt 

indeed as if I was fully repaid for the toil and pain of 

the day; so much will a good shelter, a dry bed, and 

comfortable supper revive the spirits of the weary, wet 

and hungry traveler.”   Lewis almost falls to his death 

and he saves Pvt. Windsor from the same fate but he 

refers to the situation as one of a weary, wet and hun-

gry traveler.  I almost want to say, “Are you kidding 

me”?  Again, I think Lewis is using understatement 

while he is also being philosophical and it results in a 

bit of dry humor.        

 

While at Fort Clatsop, dealing with the rainy weather and 

the effort to maintain an adequate food supply, there are a 

number of entries that suggest a sense of humor.  When 

Capt. Clark took men to get blubber from a beached 

whale, he commented; “…I thank providence for directing 

the whale to us and think him much more kind to us that 

he was to Jonah; having sent his monster to be swallowed 

by us instead of swallowing of us as Jonah’s did.”  Get it?  

We swallowed the whale instead of the whale swallowing 

us.  That is almost a line one of today’s stand up comedi-

ans would use.  That Capt. Clark is a real card. 

 

Relative to the food available at Fort Clatsop, both Lewis 

and Clark make comments like; “…We had what I call an 

excellent supper of marrowbone, a brisket of boiled Elk 

that had the appearance of a little fat on it.  This, for Fort 

Clatsop, is living in high style…”  And again; “…We have 

three days provisions only in store and that of the most 

inferior dried Elk, a little tainted.  What a prospect for 

good living at Fort Clatsop at present…”  And further; “…

We once more live in Clover; anchovies, fresh sturgeon 

and wappatoe…”  I’ve heard of living in clover but never 

accompanied by anchovies, sturgeon or wappatoe.  Do you 

get the satire or even sarcasm in those entries?  This could 

be classed as a “groaner” type of joke. 

 

On March 26, 1806, as the Corps is returning up the Co-

lumbia River, Capt. Clark comments; “…After dinner I 

walked on shore through an elegant bottom on the south 

side to Fanny’s Island.  This bottom we also call Fanny’s 

Bottom…”  Editor Gary Moulton’s footnote comments; 

“…Supposedly named for Clark’s youngest sister, 

Frances…Fanny’s Bottom became Fanny’s Valley”…

perhaps because Clark had second thoughts…”     There 

must be a story behind this naming but certainly the cap-

tains had a chuckle over this naming and the men of the 

Corps a fairly hearty laugh.  

 

So if we look for humor and look hard enough, it would 

appear to me that the captains and the men of the Corps, 

though subtle, did have a sense of humor and were able to 

maintain it through all the trials they faced on the expedi-

tion.  But do keep in mind these were written entries in the 

daily journal with just a suggestion of humor.  I have been 

a part of Army units and I still have to believe there was 

joking around in the daily interaction of the men and 

around the campfire at night that resulted in a lot of laugh-

ter.  I wish I could have been there to hear it. 
 

Continued from page 1 “Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 

party…The court …are of the opinion that the prisoner is guilty of 

the charge exhibited against him and do therefore sentence him to 

receive one hundred lashes on his bear back. 

 

July 8, 1804, Detachment Order: “…The Commanding Officers 

do appoint the following persons to receive, cook and take charge 

of the provisions which may from time to time be issued to their 

respective messes…John Collins to Sgt. Pryor’s mess…In consid-

eration of the duties imposed by this order they will in future be 

exempt from guard duty…they are exempted also from pitching 

the tents of the mess, collecting firewood and fork poles etc. for 

cooking and drying such fresh meat as may be furnished them…” 

 

October 21, 1805, near the John Day River, OR; Clark: “…one of 

our party, J. Collins, presented us with some very good beer made 

of the Pa-shi-co-quar-mash bread, which bread is the remains of 

what was laid in as part of our stores of provisions…” 

 

August 9, 1806, near Williston, ND; Lewis: “…Colter and Collins 

have not yet overtaken us.  I fear some misfortune has happened to 

them for their previous fidelity and orderly deportment induces me 

to believe that they would not thus intentionally delay…” 

 

Moulton Footnote: “Evidently Collins’s “deportment” had im-

proved greatly since the early days of the expedition.”  

 

Continued from page 1 
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Here’s the Horror      by Jack Schroeder 

 

The Ghost of Meriwether Lewis 

In October, the Natchez Trace is a grim and forebod-

ing place. Even in the full light of day, danger feels as 

real and immediate as the mists that never quite burn 

away. Many weary and fearful travelers have urged 

their tired horses to press forward as darkness ap-

proached in an effort to find some hope of safety at 

one of the rare and dingy roadhouses scattered in the 

gloomy forests. 
 

Captain Meriwether Lewis was just such a traveler on 

October 10, 1809. The thieves and bandits who oper-

ated  in this lawless territory would have known that 

his baggage was likely to contain valuables, and that 

the two nervous servants attending him would offer 

little resistance if their lives were put in danger.    
 

Captain Lewis would have displayed both of his pis-

tols in a manner meant to give pause to any highway-

men who might lurk in the many shadows. His fierce 

eyes would have swept the path ahead for any sign of 

life. He may even have allowed himself a sense of 

relief when at last he saw a crude shelter appear in the 

fading light. 

Grinder's Stand, as it was known locally, was silent 

and unwelcoming. Upon his knock, a weathered and 

suspicious old woman cracked the door open lightly  

and examined the three men. Perhaps she recognized 

the glint of madness is the tall gentleman's eyes. Per-

haps it was so common in this place that it went unno-

ticed. She agreed to rent the gentleman a room, and to 

allow the servants and horses to stay in the distant 

shed that served as a stable.   
 

The next morning when the servants returned to the 

cabin, they found the mutilated body of Captain Lew-

is. His body bore the wounds of two gunshots and a 

series of  knife slashes. 
 

All that we know about the death of Lewis comes to 

us from the testimony given by Mrs. Grinder. There 

were no witnesses to the shooting. Her account to a 

coromer's inquest provides us with all we shall ever 

know. 
 

She testified that she was so terrified by the great 

man's behavior that night that she remained in her 

room, and knew only what she had heard coming from 

the rented room or saw through a crack in the door. 

According to her account, the Captain made a bed up-

on the floor, but found no rest there. He paced about 

and seemed to argue with demons only he could see. 
 

After the first gunshot boomed in the night, she trem-

bled in the cold as she looked out to see Lewis crawl-

ing toward the well and crying out for water. Para-

lyzed with fear, she took no action to comfort the in-

jured man. After the second gunshot, she heard him 

wailing, “I am so hard to die!”  With that remark, Capt 

Meriwether Lewis passed into the pages of history. 
 

A stark and comfortless memorial was later raised on 

the site of the tragedy. The Captain's remains were 

disinterred and examined to establish the identity of 

the bones. Even in death he did not find the rest that 

eluded him in life. 
 

The ghost of Lewis is thought 

by some to still inhabit that Continued on Page  4 
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So why do I bring this up?  Mostly to emphasize that 

we should be proud of our non-trail state chapter sta-

tus.  We can be proud of what we have done to assist 

trail state chapters and the Foundation.  While at the 

annual meeting in Kansas City, MO we dined one 

evening at KAW Point, the confluence of the Kansas 

and Missouri Rivers, and I was reminded of our efforts 

to help get the memorial built there.  I located the 

commemorative brick we “bought” for the memorial 

and read the brick’s inscription with pride; 

“Wisconsin’s Badger Chapter, LCTHF, Interested & 

Involved, 2005”.  A fond memory of our efforts. 

 

Certainly trail state chapters can tell the story of the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition with the help of historic 

sites, interpretive centers, etc. and they do an excellent 

job of telling that story.  But non-trail state chapters 

can also tell an important part of Lewis and Clark his-

tory and that part is the story of expedition members 

after the expedition and their contributions to our Na-

tion’s growth.  Our work on Alexander Willard’s time 

in Wisconsin brought this to my attention.  Trail state 

chapters can tell the story of Willard as a blacksmith, 

hunter and scout while he traveled with the expedition.  

But now we, as a non-trail state chapter, will be telling 

the story of Alexander Willard and his family after the 

expedition. This includes his work as a blacksmith 

with some of the Indian tribes and being a messenger 

for William Clark during the War of 1812 during 

which he made trips to Prairie du Chien.  Then moving 

his family to Southwestern Wisconsin and contributing 

to the settlement of that region and Wisconsin as a 

state. 

 

Think of William Clark making three trips to Prairie 

du Chien; one to build Fort Shelby during the War of 

1812 and two trips to negotiate peace treaties with Na-

tive Nations.  This had a huge impact in the history of 

our state and nation and is an important story to tell. 

 

Other non-trail states, current and future, have similar 

Lewis and Clark, post-expedition stories to tell.  Mem-

bers of the expedition like Jean Baptiste Charbonneau, 

Ordway, Prior, Colter and others, continued to have an 

impact on our nation’s history.  Lewis and Clark histo-

ry did not end with the completion of the expedition, it 

continues on in many ways and in many places and a 

lot of it took place in what are now called non-trail 

chapter states or even in states that do not yet have a 

Foundation chapter.  We are planning on telling those 

stories for the non-trail state of Wisconsin and once 

again, that makes me proud to be a part of the Badger 

State Chapter.  
 

forest meadow in Tennes-

see. From the tortured mind 

of his final hours, to his grisly death, to the indignity 

of the treatment of his remains, his spirit has every 

reason to remain unfulfilled. Are those tree branches 

clacking together, or is that the sound of a water-

dipper scraping on an empty oaken bucket? Is that just 

the wind in the dead autumn grasses, or can you hear 

the soft cry of “so hard to die”? 

President’s Message 

By: Jim Rosenberger  
 

I think we all know that within the 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation the chapters are referred 

to as being trail state or non-trail 

state chapters.  Trail state chapters 

are chapters located within a state 

that the Lewis and Clark Expedition passed through.  

Currently there are eleven trail states but more will be 

added once the Eastern Legacy is officially made a 

part of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. 
 

Logically then, non-trail states, like Wisconsin, are 

states where the expedition did not go through.  Even 

so, interest in Lewis and Clark history results in chap-

ters existing in the non-trail states and sometimes we 

can present evidence that we are a trail state.  We have 

to remember that at the time of the expedition, where 

Lewis and Clark traveled, most areas were not laid out 

as states but rather as geographic territories.   As chap-

ter member Don Olson has pointed out, in 1803 both 

Illinois and Wisconsin were a part of the Indiana Ter-

ritory so for the time the Corps of Discovery was at 

Camp Wood, what became Wisconsin was a trail state 

or perhaps a trail territory.  Of course we had no Foun-

dation chapter there at the time.  Okay, so maybe 

that’s reaching a little bit but it makes for interesting 

conversation. 

Continued from page 3 
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Presenting Sacagawea & Charbonneau 
 

A number of our chapter members are active in giving 

presentations to groups and two of the most active are 

Cathy and Don Wagner of Brown Deer, WI.  Cathy 

gives an action packed presentation of shooting ace 

Annie Oakley and together, Cathy and Don do a great 

presentation of Sacagawea and Charbonneau.  Many 

of us were treated to that presentation at our October 

15, 2011 chapter meeting in Menomonee Falls, WI. 
 

Have you ever wondered how someone gets interested 

in and starts doing a presentation like Cathy and Don 

do?  Here in Cathy’s own words is how it developed 

for them.  Enjoy! 

    Jim Rosenberger 

 
We have often been 

asked how we got 

started presenting 

Toussaint Charbon-

neau and Sacagawea.  

The more I thought 

about it, the more I 

realized it goes all the 

way back to when we 

were both children.  

Thanks to Walt Dis-

ney, Don and I 

watched Davy Crock-

ett and Daniel Boone 

on TV.  After we were 

married, we still chose 

westerns and moun-

tain men movies to watch with our children.  I became 

a Girl Scout leader and learned to camp in tents and 

cook over an open fire.   

 

In 1978, after Don purchased and built a muzzle load-

ing rifle, he heard some men talking about a ren-

dezous, which was a pre-1840 reenactment of the fur 

trade era.  Men shot muzzle loading rifles in contests 

and people camped in canvas tents and dressed in 

buckskins.  After we attended one 

in West Bend, we thought it would 

be a great family experience.  We 

could camp out and learn about 

history.  Don portrayed a french 

voyager and I was his Indian wife.  

We purchased a tipi and began to 

learn about the native Americans 

that lived in them.  We accumulat-

ed furs and clothing and 

articles pertaining to that 

time period.   

In the fall of 2003, when 

Don retired, we went to 

Watson’s Wild West Muse-

um in Elkhorn, WI and 

talked to the owner, Doug 

Watson.  He told us about 

the programs he offered to 

schools and bus tours.  He 

presents a time line of the 

1800’s, starting with the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition 

and ending with the Colum-

bian Exposition, also known as the Chicago World’s 

Fair.  We told him we could add to his program by 

appearing as Sacagawea and Charbonneau of the Lew-

is and Clark expedition. We could talk to the children 

in first person, in costume, and teach them some of the 

things Sacagawea and Charbonneau had to learn as 

children, which made them an asset to the expedition. 

We could also tell them about their experiences with 

the expedition.   Then we could change clothes, while 

he was talking to the children about the westward 

movement and the gold rush. We could return as An-

nie Oakley and Frank Butler, who were part of Buffalo 

Bill’s Wild West.  He set up right across the street 

from the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893.  We could tell 

them of Annie and Frank’s life while doing some 

shooting as well.   Doug liked the idea.    

 

Thanks to Bettie and Jim Magin-

nis, we joined the Badger Chapter 

of the Lewis and Clark Trail Herit-

age Foundation.  We  PROCEED-

ED ON with UNDAUNTED 

COURAGE to explore many of the 

Lewis and Clark sites from Camp 

Dubois, IL to the Mandan Village 

in North Dakota.  What an amaz-

ing adventure!!  

Newsletter Articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought about 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or  know 

someone who shares our interest in “The 

Journey?” Would you like to share it with others 

through this newsletter?  Then write to either Jim Ros-

enberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at 

wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call 

Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a picture, we 

will be happy to return it upon request. 
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about 155 meeting attendees. 

Saturday, August 1st was a day of registration and 

meetings but on Sunday the 2nd we departed for a visit 

and tour of Fort Osage on the banks of the Missouri 

River near Sibley, MO.  In 1804 Lewis and Clark 

identified this location as an excellent site for a fort 

and after the expedition, in1808, William Clark was in 

charge of constructing the fort.  This is a very interest-

ing fort reproduction and a new interpretive center has 

been added since our last visit. That evening we were 

at Kaw Point, the confluence of the Kansas and Mis-

souri River, for a BBQ dinner.  This was a wonderful 

opportunity to partake of one of the Foundations best 

benefits, meeting and greeting old friends you have 

made over the years along with an opportunity to 

make new friends.  I believe Kaw Point is one of the 

most beautiful spots along the trail.  The interpretive 

site is very picturesque, as is the entire point at the 

confluence.  One can relax, observe and contemplate 

the entire expedition with the sound of the two rivers 

in the background. 

 

After business meetings in the morning of Monday, 

August 3rd. we departed for a tour of the Steamboat 

Arabia.  I had been told many times that if you are in 

Kansas City, MO you must visit the Steamboat Arabia 

Museum but we had never made it.  Now we have 

been there and I must join the chorus; you have to see 

this museum!  The Arabia was a steamboat coming up 

the Missouri River in 1856 and near Kansas City it hit 

a “sawyer” or sunken tree in the river and sank.  It 

sank in the thick, deep mud of the Missouri and was 

never raised.  None of its 200 tons of cargo was sal-

vaged.  The course of the river changed over the years 

and the Arabia ended up buried in the middle of a 

farmer’s field.  In 1988 it was recovered and part of 

the boat as well as the tons of cargo were salvaged and 

placed in a museum built especially for the Arabia.  

The museum displays parts of the steamboat as well as 

items of cargo which includes dishware, leather goods, 

jewelry, guns, clothes and just about anything you 

could think of as far as merchandise that might be sold 

in the mid-1800’s.  We were told it will take staff an-

other ten years to clean remaining salvaged merchan-

dise before they have it all in the museum. 

 

Tuesday, August 4th was Lewis and Clark tour day.  

We toured Lewis and Clark sites from Kansas City to 

St. Joseph, MO, including sites at Leavenworth and 

Atchison Kansas and spots in between. 

 

Wednesday, August 5th was a day of speakers on vari-

ous topics and all gave excellent programs.  To de-

scribe the presentations any fur-

 

            Cathy Wagner   

We Went to Kansas City 
By: Jim Rosenberger 

 

The song says “I’m Goin’ to Kansas City” and we 

went and what a grand time we had.  The 47th annual 

meeting of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foun-

dation took place in a city and area with an abundance 

of Lewis and Clark and western expansion history. 

The River Bend Chapter and Organizing Committee 

put together an interesting, active and fun meeting for Continued on Page 7 

In Memory of Morrie Streich 
 

With sadness we must 

report to our membership 

the passing of Morrie 

Streich on August 5, 2015 

at age 93.  Morrie was the 

husband of chapter mem-

ber Laura Streich 

(Lewis).   

 

Morrie was born in Jef-

ferson, Wisconsin, gradu-

ated from Jefferson High 

School, attended Milton 

College and received two degrees from the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin.  He was a member of the 

UW band and then a long-time teacher of music 

and business as well as conductor of numerous 

high school bands and church choirs in a number 

of Wisconsin communities.  For decades he was 

conductor of the Zor Shrine concert band and a 

30 year member of the Monona Senior Chorus.  

Morrie was a US Army veteran, a member of the 

Masonic Lodge, an award winning representative 

and Regional Manager for Field Enterprises Edu-

cation Corporation and later became a tireless 

volunteer at Meriter Hospital, receiving many 

awards for his years of service including the 

Madison Civic Recognition Award. 

 

Morrie enjoyed family, friends, traveling and had 

a passion for gardening, fishing and service to 

others.  He supported our chapter efforts and 

Lewis and Clark history and all of wife Laura’s 

work as a descendant of the Lewis family. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $4728.20 in 

the Treasury as of October 4, 2015. Over 

half of our Chapter Members have already 

renewed, and new ones are coming in daily. If 

yours has not yet been renewed, please take care of 

it ASAP.  Chapter members come from Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, Montana, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Mary-

land, Virginia, and Florida. 

Badger State Chapter Officers: 

 
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President 

Phone: (608)833-2488                    E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 

 

Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President 

Ph: (608)204-0052            E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 

 

Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary 

Phone: (920)602-1726             E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com 

 

Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer 

Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com 
 

Board of Directors: 
 

1-David Sorgel 

 (608)516-1830     E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com 
 

2-Dick Campbell 

(920)231-8267                           E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 
 

3-Tom Strauss 

(920)602-1639          E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com 
 

Field Notes Editor: 
 

Bill Holman 

Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com 

Seaman Says - July 2015 
 

We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the minds and crea-

tive thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes” 

 

October 12, 1806; The celebrations of our return have ended, or at least have reduced in frequency.  

Still, as we walk the streets of the city of St. Louis my Captain Lewis and I are greeted with much re-

spect and cheer.    

 

Captains Lewis and Clark continue to do a lot of writing but they are also very busy now in disposing of items from the expe-

dition and purchasing new items for  upcoming travels to what they call Washington City.  I am not sure where this is but it 

is apparently an important place and we will be headed there. 

 

Selling items was done by what is called an auction.  Items such as rifles, powder horns, knives, and axes are held up and 

people yell a number and eventually someone receives the item for what I learned was an amount of money.  After the auc-

tion I heard the Captains say they sold all the remaining expedition equipment for over $400.  I have no idea what this really 

means. 

 

At this time the Captains are obtaining new equipment and clothing for our trip to Washington City.  It appears our traveling 

conditions will be much improved over the expedition.  All of the men have obtained new clothing and look so fine, some-

times I do not recognize them. 

 

Captain Lewis surprised me with a gift of a new collar.  It had some markings on it and my Captain told me what they said; 

“The greatest traveler of my species.  My name is SEAMAN, the dog of captain Meriwether Lewis, whom I 

accompanied to the Pacifick ocean through the interior of the continent of North America. “(1)  I will wear the 

collar forever with much pride. 

 

(1) Seaman’s Fate by Jim Holmberg, We Proceeded on, February 2000.          

 

ther I can only say, ‘You 

had to be there”. 

There were both pre and post meeting tours and my 

wife, Mary, and I did the post meeting tour on Thurs-

day, August 6th.  We visited the Truman Library and 

Museum as well as the National World War I Muse-

um.  These were great tours and one of those times 

when you wish you had more time and you make a 

note that you will come back again. 

 

The 2015 annual meeting is over but there is more 

ahead. The 2016 annual convention will be at Harpers 

Ferry, West Virginia, July 24-27 and the 2017 meeting 

will be in Billings, Montana.  Make a note of these 

meetings, stay tuned for more meeting updates and 

Continued from page 6 


