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During this time in history:
(April 1804 - April 1805)
(The source for all entries is, T
" he
Journals of the Lewis & Clark
Expedition edited by Gary E. Moulton,
U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.)
Our journal entries follow the expedition career of Corporal Richard
Warfington.
April 1, 1804, Camp Wood, Detachment Order, Clark: “…The Commanding Officers do also retain in
their service until further orders the
following Persons: Richard Warfington, Robert Frazer, John Robertson
and John Boley …and (they) are to be
treated in all respects as those who
form the permanent detachment except with regard to an advance of pay
and the distribution of arms and accoutrements intended for the expedition…”
May 4, 1804, Camp Wood, Sgt. Ordway: “…Orders of Capt. Clark: Corporal Warfington, Privates Frazer and
Boley…will form a mess under the
direction of the Corporal, who shall be
held accountable for their conduct in
Camp… ”
May 26, 1804, near today’s Marthasville, MO, Detachment Order,
Lewis and Clark: “…the messes of
Sgts. Floyd, Ordway and Pryor shall,
until further orders, form the crew of
the keelboat.… Corporal Warfington’s
mess forming that of the white pirogue…foreman Deschamps, Corporal
Warfington and George Drouillard are
exempt from guard duty; the two former will attend particularly to their
pirogues at all times and see that their
lading is in good order…”
Continued-See “Grey Column”
on page 2

By: Jack Schroeder
The brass kettles used by the cooks of the
Lewis and Clark expedition were “. . . as
much symbols of American power as the
medals and flags destined for headmen.”
That is the opinion voiced by James P.
Ronda in his book Lewis and Clark
Among The Indians. Those are strong
words for mere cooking utensils considering that the medals carried President Jefferson’s image and were intended to
impress Native American leaders and cement peaceful relations with the tribes
that were encountered on the voyage.
The reason Mr. Ronda gave such importance to the kettles is that they were,
after firearms, the item most desired by
the natives. Kettles were supremely useful objects with enormous daily value.
They were products of the Colonial industrial economy that would revolutionize the way in which the natives could
feed themselves.
Before they had kettles, native women
added very hot stones to woven basket to
boil the water within. This was a slow and
laborious process which severely limited
the size of the cooking vessel and the amount of food which could be prepared.
This cooking method also wore out the baskets in a way which meant that they
would need to be replaced frequently.
Continued on Page 6
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Mandan) and knowing, that it would become necessary for
me to send back my boat in the spring 1805 with a party of
soldiers whose terms of service had not expired; that it was
of some importance that the government should receive in
safety the dispatches which I was about to transmit from
thence; that there was not one of the party destined to be
returned from thence in whom I could place the least confidence except himself, and that if he was discharged at the
moment of the expiration of his term of service that he
would necessarily loose his military standing and thereby
lessen the efficiency of his command among the soldiery;
I was induced under these considerations to make an arrangement with him by which it was agreed between us
that he should not receive his discharge from the military
service until his return to St. Louis, and that he should in
the interim retain his rank and receive only for his services
the accustomed compensation. Accordingly he remained
with me during the winter, and was the next spring, in conformity to my plan, placed in command of the boat and
charged with my dispatches to the government. The duties
assigned him on this occasion were performed with a
punctuality which uniformly characterized his conduct
while under my command. Taking into view the cheerfulness with which he continued in the service after every
obligation had ceased to exist, from the exposures, the fatigues, labor and dangers incident to that service, and
above all the fidelity with which he discharged this duty, it
would seem that when rewards are about to be distributed
among those of the party who were engaged in the enterprise that his claim to something more than his pay of seven dollars per month as corporal cannot be considered unreasonable...” Obviously, Corporal Richard Warfington
had earned the respect and confidence of the Captains. (1)

“Gray Column” Continued from page 1
September 10, 1804, Gregory County, SD, Sgt. Ordway: “…
Corporal Warfington of the pirogue walked the afternoon on the
south shore and joined us. He had also killed two buffalo.”
April 7, 1805, Fort Mandan, Lewis; “…completed every arrangement necessary for our departure, we dismissed the keelboat and
crew with orders to return without loss of time to St. Louis…We
gave Richard Warfington, a discharged Corporal, the charge of the
keelboat and crew and confided to his care likewise our dispatches
to the government, letters to our private friends and a number of
articles to the President of the United States…”

From: The Men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
A Biographical Roster of the Fifty-one Members and a
Composite Diary of Their Activities from All Known
Sources by Charles G. Clarke.
CORPORAL RICHARD WARFINGTON
(WORTHINGTON; WORBINGTON; etc.)
He was born in 1777 at Louisburg, North Carolina,
and was transferred from Capt. John Campbell's 2nd
Infantry Company on May 14, 1804. He was on Lewis
and Clark's payroll until June 1, 1805, when he had
returned to St. Louis in charge of the "return" party
members from Fort Mandan. He was five feet ten
inches tall, had brown hair, black eyes, fair complexion. After the expedition he returned to his original
military company. Some time later he was discharged
after serving his enlistment agreement.

Captain Lewis evaluates
Richard Warfington

We know that Corporal Warfington made it to St. Louis
and, along with other members of the expedition, he received a land grant for 320 acres. He was paid $99.96
which appears to be his base salary. There is little information about Warfington’s life after the expedition.

By: Jim Rosenberger
As you can probably tell from this month’s Journal
Entries regarding Corporal Richard Warfington, the
Lewis and Clark Journals do not tell us a lot about the
man. However, in his January 15, 1807 letter to Secretary of War Henry Dearborn, which he refers to as a
“roll of the men who accompanied me on my late tour
to the Pacific Ocean” Captain Lewis makes special
mention of two men who were “not in all respects”
members of the permanent party. The two men were
Corporal Warfington and John Newman. Lewis’s remarks about Corporal Warfington follow:

(1) Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, with Related Documents, 1783-1854, Volumes 1 & 2. Donald Jackson, ed. University of Illinois Press, 1978.

Newsletter articles
Do you have an interesting thought about the Lewis
and Clark Expedition, or know someone who shares
our interest in “The Journey?” Would you like to share
it with others through this newsletter? Then write to either Jim
Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at
wghmch@chorus.net. If you don’t have e-mail, call Bill at (608)
249-2233. If you include a picture with your article, we will be
happy to return it upon request.

“Richard Warfington was a Corporal in the Infantry of
the U.S. Army whom I had occasion to take with me
on my voyage as far as the Mandan Nation. His term
of service expired on the 4th of August within nearly
three months previous to my arrival at the fort (Fort
2

er joining the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation if
you are not already a member.

President’s Message
By: Jim Rosenberger

But above all, as “we proceed on”, I wish you all a prosperous and healthy 2014.

In the October issue of “Field
Notes” I talked about the new
fiscal year for the Lewis and
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation and the Badger State
Chapter. Well, here we go
with the calendar new year of
2014. Happy New Year to all
Badger State Chapter members, family and friends.

Attention Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation Members
and Foundation Chapter Members
Membership in both the national Foundation and a local
Chapter brings these advantages to Lewis and Clark history
enthusiasts:

2014 is actually a landmark year for us. It will be the Chapter’s 15th anniversary as a Chapter of the Lewis and Clark
Trail Heritage Foundation. There were five people at the
November 21, 1998 organizational meeting held in the living room of Jim and Ray Gramentine’s home. We were
officially chartered by the Foundation on July 30, 1999.
This Charter date was selected by our Chapter founders as
“a combination of a sense of humor and reverence for history” as it acknowledged the one hundred ninety-fifth anniversary of the Expedition capturing their first badger. Jim Gramentine was the man behind the formation of our Chapter
as well as our first President. Dave Bubier served as Vice
President, Jean Turman as Secretary and Dan Kacmarcik as
Treasurer.

 Prestigious quarterly journal We Proceeded On
 Timely information in the Orderly Report electronic
newsletter
 Interesting annual and regional meetings around the
country
 Powerful partnerships with federal, state and tribal
entities
 Curriculum development assistance; historical research
and information
Opportunities for:
 Grants for Lewis and Clark Trail Stewardship projects
 Protection of the Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail
 Advocacy and support for the Eastern Legacy Trail
 Access to Lewis and Clark scholars, experts and living
history resources
 Adventure and field trips along the Lewis and Clark
Trail
 Friendships with Lewis and Clark enthusiasts
 Participation with national and chapter committees
 Fun, educational chapter trips, programs and Trail support activities
 Local efforts to keep the epic Lewis and Clark story
relevant

We currently have 73 members, a little down from our high
of 80 members last year but still at a consistent level of
membership. You can help get us back to the 80 member
level by talking up Lewis and Clark history, your Badger
Chapter and the Foundation. Carry those membership brochures with you and sign up a new member or two.
We hope to celebrate our 15th anniversary by having some
special events or at a minimum, some different twists to our
quarterly Chapter meetings to acknowledge our 15 years.
This could include a dinner meeting, special speakers or
special outings. At this point nothing definite has been decided and we would appreciate any thoughts or ideas each
of you might have as to how we could celebrate our years
spent being students of Lewis and Clark history.

Become part of this historic legacy by enrolling in both the
Foundation and a local Chapter member soon!
Invite your friends, family, business associates and other
community members to join you in sharing this legacy to
preserve and protect the Lewis and Clark Trail for future
generations. Please consider giving gift memberships for
birthdays, holidays and memorials.

On the business or activity side we have a lot to work on.
Projects include continuing support for the Lewis and Clark
Replica Trail, identifying Alexander Willard locations in
Wisconsin, acknowledging William Clark’s visits to Wisconsin and continued support of the Foundation.

For LCTHF membership information or a brochure, please
contact the Great Falls office listed below or go directly to
our website www.lewisandclark.org

This issue of “Field Notes” includes a promotional item
from the Foundation and Foundation Membership Committee requesting that you join a Chapter or the Foundation if
you are not currently a member of both. I encourage you to
consider this, as our organizations are only as strong as our
membership base. The Foundation has made good progress
in the last few years but needs to grow to continue to support the Trail and the Story. I know there are many organizations you can choose from but again I ask that you consid-

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403
(406) 454-1234
Sincerely,
LCTHF Membership Committee
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Trails yet to be traveled

ous chill. His travelling companions help him to a
nearby ranch, Innskip Station, where he dies of pneumonia just a few days later. It is May 16, 1866, and he
is only 61 years old. His life story had long intrigued
me and I had always wanted to visit his grave site.
Although the distance was over 670 miles, I made up
my mind to go. My wife, Cherie, looked forward to
this trip as she shared my excitement. Finding his
grave site was reasonably easy. I had collected as
much information from the internet and other sources
as I could. Getting to the Nampa, Idaho, area was the
biggest challenge. We then hooked up with US Highway 95 just west of Nampa and passed into Oregon;
25 miles later we passed through the small farming
community of Jordan Valley. As we drove a few
miles beyond Jordon Valley, we were greeted by a
very familiar sight: a Lewis and Clark Trail highway
marker. Turning north off of US 95 at the marker, we
followed Danner Loop Road to Pomp's gravesite. It
was only 3 ½ miles. This historic site is fenced and is
complete with a headstone, heavily laden with memen-

Over the years spent studying the adventures of Lewis
and Clark we have been lucky and privileged enough
to travel the majority of the trail that Lewis and Clark
traversed. But there are a few out of the way places
which remain for us to visit. One of those is the
gravesite of Jean Baptiste Charbonneau in Eastern Oregon. It is located in an isolated spot and therefore,
has been a little further down on our list of places remaining to visit.
Recently Don Peterson, Lewis and Clark as well as
Montana Historian and solid mainstay in the office of
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, had a
brief article in the news letter for the Great Falls Interpretive Center about visiting Pompy’s gravesite. I
think the article beautifully describes the desire to visit
the site, accomplishing that goal and the feeling it
leaves with you. Don graciously agreed to let us publish his article in “Field Notes” and I hope you enjoy it
as much as I did. A visit to Pompy’s gravesite has
moved up on my priority list.
Here is Don’s story of visiting the gravesite of Jean
Baptiste Charbonneau.

Jean Baptiste Charbonneau, the son of Sacajawea
and Toussaint
Charbonneau, was blessed
with an unbelievably full
life: born the son of Sacajawea, accompanies the
Lewis and Clark Expedition to the Pacific and
back, raised in St. Louis
by William Clark, lives in
Don Peterson
Europe for seven years
with a German nobleman,
returns home and to spend time as a trapper with Joe
Meek and Jim Bridger, guides a Mormon wagon train
across the southwest desert, becomes Alcalde (military
mayor) of San Luis Rey near San Diego, and then ends
up in the San Francisco area to witness the 49'ers gold
rush. Few, if any, could ever hope to live a life that
full. Even as he neared the end of his life, he still
craved excitement. In the Spring of 1866 the news of
another major gold strike lures him away. Joined by
two companions, he starts out for the long ride to the
Montana gold fields. Their trip takes them into southeastern Oregon. As they cross the Owyhee River in
May, he soaks his clothes and is overcome with a seri-

tos from many passing travelers. Nearby is a very
large wooden sign that gives a brief description of
Pompy’s life. It was placed there in August of 1971
by Irving Anderson, early Sacajawea author and historian. Close to Pompy's grave is another monument
recording the burials of other early travelers who
passed this way and succumbed to the rigors of travelling in this harsh, desolate, desert-like country. Just
across the road lies the old stone foundation, standing
fireplace, and crumbling chimney of the original farmhouse. There’s little evidence left of the original
building. Even so, this seldom visited site commemorates the most widely travelled member of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition. As a footnote, a very interesting and unusual thing happened here the morning we
visited the site. A large flagpole
near the center of the monument Continued on Page 5
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had a flag that was hanging Continued from page 4
like a limp rag as the air was
perfectly still.

Sacagawea dollar returns, but with new
reverse side. Here is the 2014 Native
American $1 Coin.

I mentioned to my wife, Cherie, how nice it would be
if the wind would come up and unfurl the flag a little.
I had no sooner mentioned that then out of nowhere a
momentary breeze came up, unfurling the flag for only
a few seconds, just long enough for me to capture the
moment with a quick snapshot.

In the November issue of the Lewis and Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation quarterly publication "We Proceeded On" a brief article appeared about the 2014
Native American $1 coin. The theme of the coin is
Native Hospitality Ensured the Success of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition. The U.S. Treasury has decided
upon the image to appear on the reverse side of the
coin and the description and image as shown on the
U.S. Mint website is reproduced above.
Native Hospitality Ensured the Success of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition.
Obverse:
Designer: Glenda Goodacre
Description: The obverse design remains the central
figure of "Sacagawea," first produced in 2000, and
contains the inscriptions LIBERTY and IN GOD WE
TRUST.
Reverse:
Designer: Chris Costello
Engraver: Joseph Menna
Description: The reverse design depicts a Native
American man offering a pipe while his wife offers
provisions of fish, corn, roots and gourds. In the background is a stylized image of the face of Clark's compass highlighting "NW." It includes the required inscriptions UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and $1.

I had to wonder if Pompy wasn’t looking down on me
and giving a quick but satisfying answer to my unusual weather request. To be sure, this trip to the eastern
Oregon desert brought a most fulfilling closure to the
story of Sacajawea's son, Pompy.
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Continued from Page 1 - (An Army Travels…)

seems highly unlikely since
no records are known to exist
which tell how the Corp’s
equipment was disposed of
after the return to St. Louis.
The disposition of the men’s
rifles, and even that of the
keelboat, in not known. This
makes it doubtful that the
provenance of the kettles in
the picture is reliable.

Using kettles, cooks could use the full interior of the
vessel for foodstuffs instead of losing much of the volume to the stones. The contents of the vessel could be
heated directly over a heat source, which speeded up
the cooking process. The metal containers were also
much more durable and long-lasting.
Of equal importance to these improvements, metal
cooking vessels allowed the cook to boil meat in oil or
fat. Deep frying is a method which allows the cook to
prepare much larger quantities of meat in much less
time. (You may have noticed that deep frying is widely used in making contemporary fast food.) Meat
cooked in boiling water might take four or five times
as long as meat cooked in fat.

Vandalism at Pompeys Pillar
By: Jim Rosenberger
The Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail is made
up of many different environments and natural wonders. We know that damage can and has taken place
to the Trail through a number of natural causes such as
fire, flood, high winds and etc. For the most part we
can accept that. But it is extremely disheartening
when damage to the Trail takes place due to human
misconduct.

The value of cooking kettles was only partly recognized by Captain Lewis as he accumulated supplies in
preparation for the trip. When he thought the expedition would be composed of just 15 men, he estimated
that for their own use they would need “6 copper Kettles (1 of 5 gal., 1 of 3, 2 of 2, 2 of 1).” At that time he
thought that just one mess would be needed to feed
everyone.
By May of 1803 when he was buying supplies in Philadelphia, Lewis knew that the party would be larger
than the number given to Congress to gain approval
for financing the trip. He purchased 14 brass kettles at
that time. He also ordered 8 large kettles to be given as
gifts. There is evidence that Lewis also bought 6 additional kettles before leaving the St. Louis area.
Five kettles were used at the salt camp on the Pacific
Ocean. Their durability was featured when they were
kept in use day and night for several weeks, producing
2 kegs of salt for seasoning the unappetizing elk and
tastier dog that the Corps ate.

Chapter member Laura Labadie of Hobart, Indiana
recently notified us that Pompeys Pillar near Billings,
Montana had been vandalized. I researched a little
further and found that on October 17, 2013 an employee at Pompeys Pillar National Monument found that
someone had carved “Cole and Shpresa 10/10/2013”
into the monument about three feet to the left of the
signature of Captain William Clark. (see Clark signature on page 7)

The number of kettles which had been brought along
for gifts and trading proved to be far too few. By the
time the expedition began its return journey from Fort
Clatsop, all of the kettles which had been purchased
for their own use had been traded away except for the
very minimum needed to feed themselves.

The visitor center at the Pillar is closed in the fall and
vehicle traffic is also prohibited. However, foot traffic
is permitted year round. On October 10th an alarm at
the Pillar was activated and a Yellowstone County
sheriff’s deputy responded to it, finding two people at
the scene, who were interviewed. No one was aware
of the vandalism until the 17th and then the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) was able to view

Captain Lewis did a good job of anticipating which
items would be necessary for the expedition to survive
the extraordinary journey. He did however underestimate the true worth of the humble cookware which
proved so precious.
The picture included here is claimed to be of kettles
that were actually used by the L&C expedition. This
6

Continued on Page 7

security camera footage of the Continued from Page 6
site which established the couple interviewed on the 10th had been involved in the
vandalism. The couple was contacted and admitted to
the vandalism.
The BLM is in the process of determining the cost of
removing the vandal’s carved message and what action to take against them. Additional information and
detail
can
be
obtained
by
going
to
www.billingsgazette.com or simply enter “Pompeys
Pillar vandalism” at Google.com.

Email Notice
Field Notes is posted on line, in color, before the paper edition
is mailed out. Every issue, some of these e-mail addresses
“bounce” because people have not notified us of changes, or
because your e-mail address is not set to allow our messages to
arrive. Be sure that this is not happening to you.

Seaman Says
January 2014
October 10, 1805; I have previously commented about the
devices the men of the expedition carry with them to assist
their survival efforts as we traverse this large, unknown expanse of land. One device which is used
quite often and which seems to be quite accurate is an
item called a compass.

Treasurer’s Report
The Badger State Chapter had $4832.54 in
the Treasury as of January 1, 2014. We
now have 73 paid up members, and thank
you all for your support. There are members in
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, and Florida.

The compass is contained in a covered wooden box, is
made of metal and glass and has what appears to be a
miniature arrow attached to it which, I am told and
have observed, always points in a direction the men
refer to as “North”. The compass is used continually
to establish where we have been, where we are, where
we are going and helps impress the Native Nations.

Badger State Chapter Officers:
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President
Phone: (608)845-6365
E-mail: punkinz@tds.net
Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President
Ph: (608)204-0052
E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com

At times I wish I had a compass. I do have very keen
senses which assist me in my movement. By observing the location and movement of the sun and moon
as well as direction of the various weather systems, I
can determine my location and direction. But the
compass is much more accurate and works in the dark
or when our sight is blocked by tall trees, mountains
and etc.

Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary
Phone: (920)602-1726
E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com
Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233
E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net

Board of Directors:
1-David Sorgel
(608)516-1830

All and all the compass is an amazing device but my
only concern is that the compass and other devices
will be depended on too much and the men’s natural
senses will become dull as they attempt to survive in
the natural world. Their natural talents
should remain sharp. But with the human’s curiosity and apparent need to invent and improve who can say where it
will all end.

E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com

2-Dick Campbell
(920)231-8267

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net

3-Tom Strauss
(920)602-1639

E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com

Field Notes Editor:
Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233
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E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net

