October 2009

Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved

Number 32

During this time
in history:
(Oct.-Nov. 1803-1805)
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition edited
by Gary E. Moulton, The Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.)
November 25, 1803, ascending the Mississippi River, Lewis: “…Arrived at the
Grand Tower a little before sunset, passed
above it and came too on the larboard shore
for the night…This seems among the
watermen of the Mississippi to be what the
tropics or Equanoxial line is with regard to
the sailors; those who have never passed it
before are always compelled to pay or furnish some spirits to drink or be dunked…”

(Settled once and for all…?)
(Or) “A Report on the Annual Meeting”
By: Bill Holman

October 18, 1804, ascending the Missouri
River in North Dakota, Clark: Set out
early. Proceeded on. At 6 miles passed the
mouth of Le Boulet or Cannon Ball River
about 140 yards wide…above the mouth of
this river great numbers of stone perfectly
round with fine grit are in the bluff and on
the shore, the river takes its name from
those stones which resemble cannon
balls…”

First, let this be a warning to
everyone who is the least bit
interested in the 200 year old
adventure that we know as “The
Corps of Discovery.” Going to
Annual Meetings of The Lewis
& Clark Trail Heritage Foundation can become an addiction.

October 21, 1804 near Mandan, North
Dakota, Clark: “…pass the mouth of
Chess-che tar, or Heart River…on this river
is a smooth stone which the Indians have
great faith in and consult the stone on all
great occasions which they say marks or
simblems (symbol + emblems) are left on
the stone of what is to take place and
etc…”
October 31, 1805, on the Columbia River
near Beacon Rock, Clark: …”in a very
thick part of the woods is eight vaults
which appeared closely covered and highly
decorated with ornaments…in several of
those vaults the dead bodies were wrapped
up very securely in skins…some of those
vaults had as many as four bodies laying on
the side of each other. The other vaults
containing bones only, some contained
bones for the depth of four feet…”

Personally, I have a bit of a
problem with labeling this as an
“annual meeting,” but I suppose
there are some legalities connected with that. However, a
term like “Conference” would
be far more descriptive of the
total affair.

The arrival of Governor Lewis
at Fort Pickering
(*See following page)
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When we first started to realize
that we had a deeper interest in
the adventure than most people
consider “normal,” we satisfied
it by getting together with others in our area who shared our
interest by being
Cont. Pg. 2

members of the Badger Chapter. Cont. from pg. 1
When some of our new found
friends were going to St. Louis to attend the National
Park Service’s Lewis & Clark Symposiums, we decided that our interest was high enough to participate.
Between these two exposures, we learned enough
about the Foundation itself, that we finally decided we
would become a part of it, and became members.
Originally, our knowledge and interest was just not
that great, and we would never have considered joining the Foundation. As a result of being “eased” into
this group, Marcia is now the Treasurer of the Badger
Chapter, and I have had the privilege of editing our
“Field Notes” newsletter, for a number of years. During my working years, I trained many salespeople in
the finer points of making their product appeal to their
customer, and one of the basics was to create the desire before you try to close the sale.

Boarding the Memphis Queen (center riverboat)

coming
downstream. They ran
along side of us as
we headed back
downstream
for
quite a while,
breaking out their
cannon for a few
shots, but putting it
quickly back under
cover to protect it from the elements.

But I digress. Once we were “hooked” on being Foundation members, we still did not have enough interest
to invest the time and money to attend a “boring national meeting.” Even though each one was labeled
with a theme, none really caught us until the 2006
“Return to St. Louis.” We sampled the bait, and we
were hooked! We haven’t missed one since, and imagine our great interest/curiosity when we found that this
year we could hear from many scholars about how
Meriwether Lewis really died.

Once back in Memphis, our motor coaches transported
us to Fort Pickering and our very fine box lunches.
“Plan B” was now beginning to take shape, as it was
raining harder and harder. Our hosts had arranged for a
large tent with many chairs, and we huddled under this
canopy, balancing our lunches on our laps. A “lesser
group” might have complained, but everyone reminded themselves of the hardships that our namesakes had endured, and remained in excellent spirits.
Governor Lewis arrived shortly by horse drawn carriage, (*See pictures on page 1) and told us of some of
his frustrations, and his upcoming trip to Washington
to straighten everything out. After his talk, the group
was asked if they wanted to remain and look around or
get in the warm buses and head for the hotel. A few
crazy people who wanted to stay were quickly given
twenty lashes, and meekly joined the majority in their
desire to return to our own century.

So off we went to the 41st Annual Meeting in Olive
Branch, Mississippi. If you haven’t mapped this out,
Olive Branch is basically a southern suburb of Memphis, but space didn’t allow for it in Tennessee, so it
slipped over the border. On our way down, this also
seemed to confuse our GPS unit, because when it announced that “you have arrived,” we were looking at
an open field. It took us a few times up and down the
road, and a chat with a gentleman who talked a little
different than people in Wisconsin, before we found
the “Whispering Woods Hotel & Conference Center.”
Once there, we were greeted with southern hospitality,
and a fine facility, even if the food situation did leave
something to be desired.

Newsletter articles

We had planned our arrival for late Saturday, so that
we could participate in Sunday’s optional trip on the
Memphis Queen Riverboat and the reenactment of
Governor Lewis’s entry into Fort Pickering. Sunday
dawned with less than stellar cooperation from the
weatherman, but everyone was in good spirits, and no
one allowed a few showers to dampen their spirits.
The Memphis Queen took us up river, where we rendezvoused with the reenactors in the white pirogue,

Do you have an interesting thought about the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, or know someone
who shares our interest in “The Journey?”
Would you like to share it with others through
this newsletter? Then write to either Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at
wghmch@chorus.net. If you don’t have e-mail,
call Bill at (608) 249-2233. If you include a picture with
your article, we will be happy to return it upon request.
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Monday and Tuesday were our days in the hotel, and
the almost continual showers made us glad we were
inside. It was unfortunate that the weather dampened
the activities at the reenactors’ encampment across
from the hotel, but these people are probably better
conditioned to it than the rest of us. The Foundation’s
actual business meeting was held on Monday morning,
but even this was not a “dry event,” but a chance for
the rest of us to learn how the directors have been coping with the many difficulties, brought on by the end
of the actual Bicentennial Celebration, and the current
economic conditions. The board even had a special
meeting to answer questions, and I think I speak for
the great majority when I report that I was very
pleased with most of the things I heard. They deserve
our great gratitude for dealing with some very difficult
times. In addition to the meetings, there were numerous presentations by some very learned people, including the various theories on how Lewis died. I think
that it was settled once and for all…that we will never
really know, and probably never agree on what is the
most likely theory. It was rightfully emphasized that
on Wednesday, when we visited Grinder’s Stand on
the Natchez Trace, the total emphasis would be on
honoring Lewis’s life.

tion alone, plus many others) but the great number that
turned out was a testimonial to how many realize the
contribution that Meriwether Lewis made to all of us
and our country, and no matter how he died, it was
way too soon.

Representation of Grinder’s Stand

Apparently, the inclement weather that we were experiencing had generally gripped the area for quite
some time, so everyone was worried about what
Wednesday would bring. For those of us who were
only observers, we had no idea how grand an event
was planned, or how difficult it would be to deal with
the rains that had become the norm. However,

Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs addresses the crowd with the
Meriwether Lewis Memorial in the background

The Honor Guard prepares to march to the Memorial

E-mail Notice
Field Notes is posted on line before the paper edition is mailed out. Every issue, some of these e-mail
addresses “bounce” because people have not notified us of changes, or because your e-mail address
is not set to allow our messages to arrive. Be sure
that this is not happening to you.

“someone up there” was looking down on us that
Wednesday, and we ended up with hardly a cloud in
the sky and the temperature in the low 80s at Grinder’s
Stand. I don’t have any count as to how many people
were there, (7 large motor coaches from the Founda3

President’s Message – October - 09
As you read this edition of
“Field Notes” you have already received you renewal
notice for membership in the
Badger State Chapter and I
must make my annual pleas to
you to renew your membership. To those who have already renewed I extend my
sincere thanks. To those who
have not renewed – please do
so.

Fall Badger State Chapter Meeting
The word is out. Our Fall Chapter meeting will be on
Saturday, November 7, 2009 at the De Forest Public
Library, De Forest, WI just North of Madison. The
business meeting is at 9:30 A.M. with our guest
speaker at 11:00 A.M.
We will report on the recent
annual meeting of the Lewis
& Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation commemorating
the life of Meriwether Lewis
and the 200th anniversary of
his death.

Jim Rosenberger

Your dues and contributions allow us to continue telling the story of Lewis and Clark history and support
the Lewis and Clark Historic Trail and at the same
time provide financial support to the Lewis and Clark
Trail Heritage Foundation.

Lorna Hainesworth will
speak about her research and
discovery of a letter written
by Meriwether Lewis on
June 6, 1803 and the new
insight it gives to preparations Lewis made for the
expedition.

Like all of us, the Foundation has had to make financial adjustments in order to continue its operations.
Staff has been reduced and the Foundation board is
looking at ways to operate more efficiently. Your
dues and contributions help the Badger Chapter give
financial support to the Foundation and, as always, I
encourage you to join the Foundation if you are not
already a member.

Join us for an informative
and enjoyable meeting and
oh yes, attendees will be in
for a little surprise.

The Foundation did a wonderful job of honoring Meriwether Lewis at the recent annual meeting. Educational sessions explored the character of Lewis from
various perspectives and debated a variety of causes
and reasons for his death. Without question, the high
point of the meeting was the commemorative ceremony at Lewis’s gravesite outside Hohenwald, Tennessee and we had a beautiful day on which to reflect
on the life of Lewis. The weather had been overcast
and rainy but on the day of the commemoration the
clouds departed and we had a sunny, clear day to enjoy.

Lewis & Clark meet Brett Favre
It was bound to happen; the National Football League
clashes with the Lewis and Clark Expedition. On October 5th the Monday night football game being televised was the Brett Favre led Minnesota Vikings
against Brett’s former team, our own Green Bay Packers. A good natured rivalry developed at the Foundation annual meeting in Olive Branch, Mississippi between the Badger State Chapter and the Minnesota
Chapter and before you could say “Vince Lombardi” a
wager was placed on the outcome of the game. The
Badger Chapter put up a brick of Wisconsin Muenster
cheese against one of Minnesota’s most famous products – a can of Spam.

I would like to extend our Chapter’s appreciation to
the following members who along with my wife Mary
and myself, attended the commemoration;
Bill & Marcia Holman, Mary Jo & Tim Meyer, Dave
& Collette Sorgel, Tom & Mary Strauss, Laura and
Janelle Streich, Harriet Peppard, Barbara Ziegenweide,
Lorna Hainesworth and Patti Thompson.

Well, as you know, Brett Favre had a fantastic game,
the Packers went down in defeat and the humbled
Badger State Chapter presented the Minnesota Chapter
with their brick of cheese which I am told will be enjoyed at their upcoming October 24 Chapter meeting.

All of us had the privilege of participating in a monumental occasion in Lewis and Clark history and it is
one we will not soon forget.

(Editor’s Note: We should have made it Limburger!)
4

Natchez, the Mighty Miss,
and our L & C Connection

some narrow streets to reach the Grand Hotel along
the levee in this cultural center of the south.

By: Mary Strauss

Barges are busy rolling along the river when we head
to
dinner
at
King’s
Tavern,
www.ghostinmysuitcase.com/places/kings/index.htm
circa 1700, the oldest bldg. in the city and we’re told
Capt. Clark stayed there. We even tour the haunted
bedroom upstairs!

After an exciting and informative
41st annual meeting of L&C enthusiasts, we took the optional
tour heading further south, a treat
for Wisconsinites! Our group was
almost the same size as the Corps
as they left St. Louis. We were
led by Lewis portrayer, Bryant
Boswell and tour host, Malou
Stark, a collateral descendant of
Lewis.

The next day, passing Ellicott Hill, the home of Andrew Ellicott who taught Lewis use of a sextant and
octant, we see the flag being raised, just as in 1797 in
defiance of Spain. We tour the beautiful Natchez City
Cemetery <www.natchezcitycemetery.com> where a
“turning angel” statue appears to watch and follow
passersby. Established in 1822, it has occupants from
many states interred with death dates from the 1700s.
Our tour guide for the day, Don Estes, has authored a
book about the Natchez
Cemetery, and shares
many locations of famous residents among
the live oaks draped in
Spanish moss.
The
wrought iron fence work
is gorgeous, and he even
points out a grave
marked, “York”. Could
it be Clark’s servant/
slave?

We departed from Olive Branch, MS around 8am
heading south on I-55, and I used the time to catch up
in my journaling! The cypress swamps start to appear,
and as Malou talked about gaters and poisonous
snakes she shared this poem children in the south are
taught early, about the snakes they may see: “Red &
black, friend of Jack, red & yellow, kill a fellow!”
Near Jackson, MS we stop at the Mississippi Craft
Center www.mscrafts.org for a great southern lunch of
red beans and rice, salad, and bread pudding. There’s
time to shop from the many offerings by area crafters
whose art is beautifully displayed. We are along the
Natchez Trace now, the ancient 444 mile trail used by
animals and people and Tom enjoys a chat on the bus
with John Fisher, a re-enactor specializing in the medicines L&C carried on their trip. At mile marker 41
(below-left) we get off to walk a sunken section of the
trace, seeing how easily robbers tormented travelers.
(Compare the
Strauss picture
of the Natchez
Trace as it used
to be, with the
picture right of
today’s Natchez
Trace Parkway)
The loess soil
was soft and
trampled, with
tree roots exposed. By 5pm
we
reach
Natchez,
and
Bryant
leads
our driver, Duwayne,
thru

Fortunately the city was
spared shelling in the
war and many homes remain. Before lunch we tour the
Rosalie Mansion owned by the DAR. Guides in period anti-bellum costumes tell about the fine furnishings and 12 ft. high framed
mirrors hidden in caves during Continued on page 6
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the Civil War and returned Continued from page 6
to the home are of such quality that they’ve never been re-silvered.

Badger Chapter Apparel
In the last issue of “Field Notes” I asked members to
complete a survey to help select a standard item of
apparel for our Chapter. We only received 8 responses
which is not enough to select an item for the entire
Chapter and to obtain volume order discounts. We
have tabled this effort for now. If you are interested in
obtaining your own, individual Chapter item of apparel you can still place your own, personal order direct through Lands’ End.

We had a delicious fried chicken lunch at Stanton
Hall’s <www.stantonhall.com> carriage house and
after a downpour, toured the home which has 17 ft. tall
ceilings and 16 ft. pocket doors between parlors. Armoires are used for clothes as closets were not built
due to a tax on every door in a home.

The Badger State Chapter logo number is 0854151W.
You can order by phone or request a catalog at 800338-2000 and reference Lands’ End Business Outfitters as they have a separate catalog. When ordering
give them the logo number along with the item you
wish to order.
To order on-line visit www.landsend.com/business.
For first time users you will be asked to establish your
own User ID, password and customer number
(customer number is assigned by Lands’ End on the
initial order). It is important for you to establish your
own customer number, password and User ID as any
existing numbers are for Chapter use only on a group
order. Use the above logo number to have the Badger
Chapter logo applied to your item.

At Longwood, (above) <www.geniecorner.com/
HTML/Longwood.html> the largest octagonal house
in the US, we see a mansion never completed due to
“The War”. Architect Samuel Sloan of Philadelphia,
PA designed a 4 story beauty with skylights for Dr.
Haller and Julia Nutt, Union sympathizers. There
were to be 26 fireplaces, 32 rooms, and 30,000 sq. ft.,
but only the lower level was completed and lived in.
Northern workers went home to fight at the war’s start.
Packing crates of the era line the upper unfinished
floors and show the exposed 750,000 bricks used in
its’ construction.

There are numerous items of apparel available from
Lands’ End Business Outfitters to which the Badger
Chapter logo can be applied.

Opuntia Fragilis
By: Mary Rosenberger
As part of this year’s annual meeting of the Lewis & Clark Trail
Heritage Foundation and the 200th
year commemoration ceremony of
the death of Meriwether Lewis in
Hohenwald, TN along the Natchez
Trace, each Lewis and Clark chapter was asked to submit a plant specimen identified in
the journals. Our chapter’s project was taken on by
member Jerry Anderson, our resident botanist, who
submitted the Expedition’s ever troublesome and often

A formal dinner that evening topped our visit. We had
mint juleps on the patio of Monmouth Plantation,
<www.monmouthplantation.com> took a group photo
and followed the path through the gardens to our dining area. The next day part of the group heads to
Vicksburg, while most continue on to New Orleans
(That story will follow in another edition!).
6

Continued on page 7

Seaman Says…
October 27, 1805: At any time that our expedition stops, whether it is for a meal, to establish a camp
for the night or to build a fort for a lengthy stay, our captains assign men to serve as guards around the
campsite. The purpose of the guards is to warn the main party of the approach of other humans or animals or any change in conditions around our campsite which may present a danger to us. I believe I
add a valuable service to this position of guard.
There are 3 to 4 guards positioned around the campsite and they are assigned to a specific spot or area. I travel back & forth
between these locations to survey the situation and make sure the guards are in position, alert and in good physical condition.
It is quite obvious to me that human senses are not as keen as my own. I can hear or smell the approach of a being long before a human can. I can sense a change in atmosphere or weather around the campsite long before humans can, if they sense
it at all. At these times, with a bark or growl or by scampering about or even a forceful “nudge” I alert the guards
to know something is amiss and to be on the alert. The guards have learned to take my signals quite seriously.
My Captain Lewis is aware of my skills. When he assigns guard duty he informs the men of the importance of
their duty and then glances at me with a knowing smile.
Contd. from
page 6

Treasurer’s Report

mentioned Opuntia Fragilis, better
known as “brittle
prickly pear cactus” or “little
prickly pear cactus.” Jerry obtained our submission from Carol Schlaikowski, out of her collection
in Windlake, WI. As noted in Jerry’s description, the
prickly pear grows horizontally and low to the ground
easily going unseen in the grasslands throughout the
Northwest. The plant’s circular pads and barbed spines
are known to break off easily and proved to be a bane
to the Expedition when walking in their thin moccasins. In the picture (above), the Badger State Chapter’s
submission is the front display case on the right. More
than twenty plants were showcased from various chapters. The entire collection was presented at the burial
site by chapter representatives, our representative being Jim Rosenberger, as part of the commemorative
celebration. (shown below) The floral collection will
continue to be displayed at the Memorial Park.

The Badger Chapter has $3,553.47 in the
Chapter Treasury as of October 1, 2009, and
membership renewals are still coming in.

Badger State Chapter Officers:
Jim Rosenberger…...….……………...……...President
Phone: (608)845-6365
E-mail: punkinz@tds.net
Jack Schroeder..………….……….…....Vice-President
Ph: (608)204-0052 E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com
Mary Butts…..……………..………..……….Secretary
Phone: (920)458-4518 E-mail: tbutts4518@charter.net
Marcia Holman…………....……….…...…...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net

Board of Directors:
1-David Sorgel
(608)795-9915

E-mail: davidcollette@centrytel.net

2-Dick Campbell
(920)231-8267

E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net

3-Tom Strauss
(920)922-5123

E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com

Field Notes Editor:
Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233
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