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During this time in history:
Excerpts from the Journals of
Lewis & Clark, taken from Jim
Rosenberger’s “Daily Calendar”
January 1, 1806 – Lewis: “…Our
repast of this day…consisted
principally in the anticipation of
the 1st day of January 1807,
when, in the bosom of our
friends, we hope to participate in
the mirth and hilarity of the
day…”
January 12, 1806 – Lewis: “…
This morning sent out Drouillard
and one man to hunt, they returned in the evening, Drouillard
having killed seven elk. I
scarcely know how we should
subsist were it not for the exertions of this excellent hunter…”

By: Bill Holman
When I suggested to Jim Rosenberger that our publication should be called
something more appropriate than just “Newsletter”, you could almost hear
the wheels turning in Jim’s head. Jim had already proven his creativity in
coming up with the name of “Orderly Report” for the Foundation’s newsletter, so we knew he could do the same for us. In a very short time he came up
with the idea of “Field Notes”, since this is what Lewis & Clark’s notes
were called as they prepared their reports. So starting with this first issue of
2006, the Badger Chapter will quarterly issue their own “Field Notes”.

Fort Clatsop
September 2000

February 17, 1806 – Lewis: “…
Joseph Field arrived from the salt
works and informed us that they
had about 2 kegs of salt on hand
which…we suppose will be sufficient to last us to our deposits of
that article on the Missouri
River…”

By: Bill Holman
During a trip to the west
coast in September of
2000, which was before
we were involved with
the Badger Chapter or
the Foundation, we visited the recreation of Fort
Clatsop and took this
picture.

March 6, 1806 – Clark: “…Hugh
Hall had his foot and ankle much
injured yesterday …William
Bratton is now weaker than any
of the convalescents and complains very much of his back…”
March 23, 1806 – Lewis: “…The
wind is pretty high but it seems
to be the common opinion that
we can pass Point William. We
accordingly distributed the baggage and directed the canoes to
be launched and loaded for our
departure. At 1 P.M. we bid a
final adieu to Fort Clatsop.
Contact Jim Rosenberger for
your copy of the 2006 calendar.

Don’t miss
“Seaman says…”
on page 4
Trivia Question of the Month
(The answer is somewhere in this issue.)
Which member of the Corps
was later tried for murder?
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Of course it was a sad day for all of us
when we heard of the fire, but we
know that it will be rebuilt better than
ever, and it seemed only fitting and
proper that the replica of the facility
which housed the Expedition 200
years ago this month, should be
proudly displayed on this first edition
of our “Field Notes”.

Badger Chapter
January Quarterly Meeting

Badger Chapter Fall Recap
Our Chapter had a busy few months at year end.

Join us on Saturday, January 28, 2006, at the Madison
public library, 201 W. Mifflin St., room 204, Madison,
WI for our quarterly meeting.

September 13th found an enthusiastic group of over 40
Chapter members at the Madison Elks Club to hear
Professor Gary Moulton contrast old opinions and
ideas about Lewis & Clark with more modern theories.
This was a great evening with one of the premier authorities on Lewis & Clark. Thanks again to members
Dave and Colette Sorgel for all their work in getting
Prof. Moulton to visit Wisconsin.

The Chapter business meeting will begin at 9:30 A.M.
to give a report to the Chapter membership and will
include time for Chapter members to discuss activities
with the Chapter officers and directors.
At 11 A.M. our guest speaker will be Mr. John P.
Kaminski, Director of the Center for the Study of the
American Constitution, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Thanks also to member Chuck Hatfield for his efforts
in arranging to have Jim Holmberg from the Filson
Historical Society, Louisville, KY, as keynote speaker
at the Wisconsin State Historical Society’s book fair
on October 14th and 15th. There was a very nice turnout for the Friday night dinner hosted by the Friends of
the Historical Society as well as the Saturday presentation and panel discussion. Jim Holmberg gave excellent insight into his editing of the book, “Exploring
with Lewis and Clark, the 1804 Journal of Charles
Floyd” as well as the character of Charles Floyd.

Mr. Kaminski is the author of a series of Chapbooks
on our founding fathers, including Thomas Jefferson.
He has also written books about Jefferson and is currently completing work on “The Quotable Jefferson”.
Mr. Kaminski will speak to us about the person of
Thomas Jefferson, the man behind the Lewis and
Clark Expedition.

October 21st through 23rd was our annual field trip and
found 7 members of the Badger Chapter attending the
Minnesota Chapter meeting at the Minnesota Historical Society in St. Paul, MN. We viewed original copies of the Biddle Edition of the Lewis & Clark Journals and editions of Patrick Gass’s Journal, other historic publications and a presentation on reconditioning
and preserving books. After the meeting we were able
to socialize and get acquainted with members of the
Minnesota Chapter and are now working on plans for
another joint Chapter meeting on April 29, 2006, details to be announced.

I had the opportunity to listen to Mr. Kaminski speak
about his Chapbooks on George Washington and Thomas Jefferson at a local book store and immediately
asked if he could speak at our Chapter meeting. It is
obvious Mr. Kaminski has done an enormous amount
of research on his topics and, perhaps more importantly, has a passion for what he writes about. Don’t
miss this opportunity to hear an excellent and authoritative discussion on one of our most influential Presidents, Thomas Jefferson.
Jim Rosenberger

Our fall Badger Chapter meeting was held at the Lane
Library at Ripon College, on Saturday, November 12th.
Member Todd Berens continued his discussion on the
history of the Lewis and Clark Journals and demonstrated again the knowledge and understanding he has
on Lewis and Clark and the expansion of the American West. Sincere thanks to Todd for his presentation.

=We’re On The Web=
“Field Notes” is also available on the Internet.
If you are only receiving it as a black and
white copy, you will enjoy it a lot more in
color. To get on the mailing list to receive the
link, drop an e-mail to Bill Holman at:
wghmch@chorus.net
...we’ll send you a link where you can find it
and share it with your friends.

We have received a number of suggestions for programs in 2006 and hope they will generate your interest. We need your attendance at meetings and programs to continue to get interesting topics and speakers so as they are announced, mark them on your calendars and plan on joining us. Jim Rosenberger
(Pictures on following page)
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Above:
Gary Moulton & Jim Rosenberger
September 13, 2006

Above:
Panel Discussion at the
Wisconsin Historical Society, October 15th
Chuck Hatfield, Jim Rosenberger
Jim Holmberg, Todd Berens

Below:
Dinner at the Madison Elks Club
September 13, 2006

Left:
Todd Berens
holds the attention of the
Badger Chapter
members as he
used to fascinate
his students.
Below:
Badger Chapter
members absorb
the information
offered by Todd
Berens.

Jim Holmberg signs books, October 14th
At the Wisconsin Historical Society
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What’d Ya Know…?
By: David Bubier

that “implicit obedience” was expected and required, he
could not possibly be charged with malice in fulfilling the
commands of his superior.

One of the most intriguing aspects of the Lewis and Clark story
is the way the lives of expedition
members crossed in the years following the expedition

The trial lasted one week. On Friday, September 23, the
judge instructed the jury and sent them out to deliberate.
Within fifteen minutes they returned with a verdict of Not
Guilty.
While Bissonnet had not harmed anyone and had been shot
in the back, the men of the jury were well aware that life in
the wilderness required every member of an expedition to
be obligated by duty to hold up his end of the bargain… especially when it came to guard duty. Perhaps no one could
have known better nor could have expressed its importance
more than George Shannon, Lewis & Clark expedition
member… and member of the jury at George Drouillard’s
murder trial! What’d Ya Know!!

On September 19, 1808 in a St.
Louis courtroom, George Drouillard, intrepid Interpreter and the
most skilled hunter of the Corps
of Discovery, was on trial for
murder. Both he and Manuel
Lisa were charged with the murder of one Antoine Bissonnet on May 14, 1807 at the mouth of the Osage River. As
an interesting aside, the presiding judge in the case was the
Honorable Auguste Chouteau, another name well known to
L&C enthusiasts.

Reference: Larry E. Morris, The Fate of the Corps (New
Haven & London; Yale University Press, 2004) pgs. 49-53.

The prosecution’s case was this… Drouillard and Lisa had
hired Bissonnet to serve as a hunter and expressly a guard
“to give timely notice of everything that might prove injurious to their interests and not to leave their service on any
pretext.” On the morning they were to leave the Osage
River, Bissonnet was found to have deserted and to have
stolen blankets and other goods. Lisa ordered Drouillard to
search for him and to bring him back dead or alive. Soon
thereafter shots were heard and a wounded Bissonnet was
brought back to the river. He was sent to St. Charles the
next day for medical care, but died on the way. The evidence and half-dozen witnesses indicated that Bissonnet had
been shot in the back near one of his shoulders… bad news
for Drouillard and his stellar reputation.

Field Notes and the Badger Chapter welcomes back former president Dave Bubier’s “What’d Ya Know…?”
column. Dave always has the ability to find that little
known item that is especially interesting to all of us who
“Follow the Corps.” - Bill Holman

Seaman Says…January, 1806
My Captain maintains a
daily journal and sometimes makes mention of me
and my activities. However, he has seen fit to not
mention me since we met
the Shoshone, Sacagawea’s
people, and we are now at a
place called Fort Clatsop.
(He will not mention me
again until we are on our homeward journey)

Among the defense’s arguments at the trial was the fact that
Bissonnet had deserted, committed larceny and “shown felonious intent” and thus justified the killing “by both human
and divine law.” Statutes were used to prove the human
side and Genesis 22:2 was read to prove the act was supported by holy writ.
The most powerful and convincing argument presented,
however, was of the bravery, hardship and “persevering and
unshaken fidelity” of Drouillard’s service to the Lewis &
Clark expedition. Having rightly developed military habits
under the command of Lewis & Clark, where he learned

I feel compelled to confirm that I have continued my
vigilance for the party, especially Sacagawea and the
young boy called “Pomp”. I have assisted the hunting
parties and continue to show my “sagacity” to the native nations, which seems to please Captain Lewis.

Newsletter articles
Do you have an interesting thought about the
Lewis and Clark Expedition, or know someone
who shares our interest in “The Journey?”
Would you like to share it with others through
this newsletter? Then write to either Jim
Rosenberger at punkinz@att.net or Bill Holman
at wghmch@chorus.net. If you don’t have e-mail, call Bill
at (608) 249-2233. If you include a picture with your article, we will be happy to return it upon request.

Although they have constructed a fine fort, the humans seem to be bothered by the cold, rain and general dampness. Their hide clothing falls
apart and they must continually make
new coats, shirts and pants. I’m sure
they are desirous of a covering as luxurious and dependable as mine.
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that there was one of us on each side and the raft in the
middle. I, however notwithstanding the cold, stript and
swam to the raft, brought it over and then crossed on it
in safety; when we pursued our journey, and in a short
time came to some Indian camps on the sea shore. The
rain and wind continued so violent that we agreed to
stay at these camps all night.

Letters from my cousin, Patrick Gass,
Dear Bill, From time to time I’ll try
to write you a letter about what we
have been doing during this period.
This letter is about a journey I took
to our salt works just after the 1st of
the year. (I will also use many of
these thoughts in my Journal.)

Monday 6th. We had a fair morning and the weather
cleared up, after two months of rain, except 4 days.
We therefore set out from these lodges; passed the
mouth of a considerable river; went about two miles
up the shore, and found our salt makers at work.

Wednesday 1st Jan. 1806. The
year commenced with a wet day;
but the weather still continues
warm; and the ticks, flies and other insects are in
abundance, which appears to us very extraordinary at
this season of the year, in a latitude so far north. We
gave our Fortification the name of Fort Clatsop.

Your cuzzin, Patrick Gass
(Note: Bill Holman, a Badger Chapter member and the
editor of this journal, is the second cousin four times
removed, of Patrick Gass. He has offered these “letters from
the trail”, which must have been held up in the mail.)

Friday 3rd. The weather is still cloudy and wet. I set
out this morning with one of the men to go to the salt
works, to see what progress those engaged in that business had made; and why some of them had not returned, as they had been expected for some time. We
proceeded along a dividing ridge, expecting to pass the
heads of some creeks, which intervened. We traveled
all day and could see no game; and the rain still continued. In the evening we arrived at a place where two
of the men had killed an elk some time ago. Here we
struck up a fire, supped upon the marrow bones and
remained all night.

When It Was Over-Whatever Happened
To... Nez Perce Chief Joseph
By: Mike Zbailey
This article was published in the Sep. 2005 issue of the
Newsletter of the “Home Front Chapter” of Charlottesville,
VA, and is reprinted here with their permission.

"I WILL FIGHT NO MORE FOREVER!"

Saturday 4th. The morning was wet; but we proceeded
on, and passed the head of a creek which we supposed
was the last in our route to the salt works. Immediately
after passing the creek, the man with me killed an elk;
when we halted and took breakfast of it, and then went
on. We got into low ground, passed through a marsh
about 1/2 a mile in breadth, where the water was knee
deep; then got into a beautiful prairie about five miles
wide, and which runs along the sea shore about 30
miles from Point Adams on the south side of Hayley's
Bay, in nearly a southwest course and ends at a high
point of a mountain, called Clarke's view on the sea
shore. Through this plain or prairie runs another creek,
or small river which we could not pass without some
craft; so we encamped on a creek and supped on the
elk's tongue, which we had brought with us.

(This is part of a continuing series about what happened to the people connected to the L & C expedition
after it was over.)
The Nez Perce Indians lived on the plains at the foot
of the Bitterroot Mountains. They fished for salmon in
the Clearwater and Snake Rivers and harvested roots
in the mountain meadows. They were excellent horsemen and owned the largest herd of horses on the continent. They did not have guns and were vulnerable to
their enemies who could obtain weapons from Canadian traders. Every year their hunters would cross the
Bitterroots over the Lolo Pass to hunt buffalo on the
plains.
When the Corps of Discovery arrived at one of their
villages in extreme need, they assisted them with
timely refuge and food. They gave them directions on
how to reach the Pacific. They again assisted them on
their return in the spring of 1806. The Nez Perce offered them horses to be used for food as often as they

Sunday 5th. This was a very wet day. We killed a
squirrel and eat it; made a raft to cross the creek; but
when it was tried we found it would carry only one
person at a time; the man with me was therefore sent
over first, who thought he could shove the raft across
again, but when he attempted, it only went halfway, so

“When it was over” - Continued on Page 6
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“When it was over” - Continued from Page 5

wanted. Lewis wrote in May 1806, "This would do
honor to such as boast of civilization; indeed I doubt
whether there are not a great number of our countrymen who would see us fast many days before their
compassion would excite them to a similar act of liberality." The Nez Perce also developed a fondness for
Captain Clark who treated their illnesses and became
their favorite "physician."
The Nez Perce had lived peacefully on their land even
as the expansion of the United States brought more
and more settlers to their region. Joseph was born in
the Wallowa Valley of Northeastern Oregon in 1840.
In order to preserve their land, in 1855 his father negotiated a settlement with the U.S. which gave the Nez
Perce over six million acres of land for a reservation.
In 1863, some miners who were on the land illegally,
discovered gold and there was a rush of prospectors to
the Nez Perce reservation. The U.S. government then
took back 90 % of the land that had been officially
given in 1855 and wanted to move the Nez Perce to a
tiny reservation near Lewiston, Idaho. This reservation
was 1/10 the size of the previous reservation that had
been agreed to. The Nez Perce stayed in the Wallowa
Valley. Joseph succeeded his father as Chief in 1871.
In 1877, General O.O. Howard, a famous Union Civil
war commander, threatened a cavalry attack to force
the Nez Perce onto the reservation. Joseph reluctantly
led his people toward Idaho. In response to the loss of
their homeland, some young warriors raided a nearby
settlement killing several whites. The army immediately began to pursue Joseph's band and any others
who had not yet moved to the reservation. Joseph was
opposed to the war but he cast his lot with the war
leaders.

Arrival of the Nez Perce Indians to Wallawalla Treaty,
May 1855 by Gustav Sohon.
Courtesy: Washington State Historical Society

retreats in American military history. Joseph's goal
was to get to Canada but when he was only forty miles
away, the Army, under the field command of Colonel
Nelson Miles, surrounded him. It was October 5, 1877,
seventy-two years to the day that Lewis and Clark entrusted their horses to the Nez Perce and who two days
later would be headed toward the Pacific accompanied
by Nez Perce Chief Twisted Hair. Joseph surrendered
with the understanding that he and his people would
be allowed to return home to the Northwest. Instead,
his people were taken to a reservation in the Oklahoma
Territory. Miles, now a General, had great respect for
Chief Joseph and sponsored two trips to Washington,
D.C. for Joseph to plead his case. Finally, in 1885, Joseph and the other refugees were returned to the
Northwest, not to their own people but to a non Nez
Perce reservation in northern Washington. Chief Joseph died in 1904, still in exile.
His actions during the retreat immortalized Joseph as a
great military leader. When he surrendered, Chief Joseph made an emotional speech that graphically told of
the plight of the Nez Perce and seared the conscience
of Americans,

With a band of 200 warriors and 700 members of the
tribe, including women, old men and children, Chief
Joseph headed toward the Bitterroot Mountains with
2,000 U.S, Army soldiers in hot pursuit. There were
numerous skirmishes and four battles along the way.
Joseph took his people through
the mountains, along the Continental divide, across what is
now Yellowstone National Park
and north across Montana
through present day Billings. In
three months this band traveled
over 1400 miles through some of
the most rugged country on the
continent. This is considered to
be one of the greatest strategic
Chief Joseph

"I am tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed…The old
men are all dead. He who led the young men is dead. It
is cold and we have no blankets. The little children are
freezing to death. My people have run away into the
hills and have no blankets, no food. No one knows
where they are---perhaps freezing to death. I want to
have time to look for my children, and see how many
of them I can find. Maybe I shall find them among the
dead. Hear me, my chiefs! I am tired. My heart is sick
and sad. From where the sun now stands I will fight no
more forever."
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President’s Message
New
Nickels

I want to thank each and every
one of you who have already sent
in your Badger Chapter membership renewal and a special thanks
to those who included an extra
financial contribution. For those
that still have your renewal noJim Rosenberger tice or are hesitating to renew
your Chapter membership, I ask
for your continued support, interest and enthusiasm by
sending in your renewal. Membership is so very important to the success of the Chapter and the Lewis &
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation in telling the story of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition and what it contributed to the American character.

The design on the front of the 2005 nickels features a new
image of Thomas Jefferson. The word "Liberty" appears in
a style that is like Jefferson’s own handwriting. The second
of two reverse designs shows a view of the Pacific Ocean,
the goal that the Lewis and Clark Expedition reached after
more than a year of hard travel. The scene surrounds a quote
written by Captain Clark: "Ocean in view! O! The joy!"
Clark’s original spelling of “Ocian” was not used because it
was thought that it would cause too much confusion.

Treasurer’s Report

I suspect that after the Bicentennial Commemoration,
government support and public interest in the story
and the trail will decrease drastically, as will their financial support. In fact, this is already beginning to
happen. Improvement, expansion and maintenance of
the trail and advanced research on the story may be
seriously jeopardized. Now more than ever, it will fall
upon the Chapters and the Foundation to care for the
trail and the story.

As of January 6, 2006 we have $2,901.54 in
the Treasury, and 57 Chapter members. Of
these, 4 are new members. 39 of the 57 Chapter
members are also members of the LCTHF.

Badger State
Chapter Officers:
Jim Rosenberger…………….……………...President
Phone: (608)845-6365
E-mail: punkinz@att.net

To meet this responsibility it is important to have a
strong foundation (spelled Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation) for going into the third century of the
Lewis & Clark story and trail. This can only be done
with a strong, active, devoted membership at both the
Chapter and Foundation levels.

Vacant………..………….………..…..Vice-President
Mary Butts…..……………………..……….Secretary
Phone: (920)458-4518
E-mail: tbutts@excel.net

What can you do? Again, if you haven’t renewed your
Chapter membership, please do so. We need you. If
you are not a member of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, I urge you to join and receive the
benefits of our parent organization. If you can, include a financial donation to help support activities
and programs. Be active; attend meetings, programs,
events, the Foundation’s annual meeting. Submit
ideas and suggestions for improving programs and
events or new areas of research and study. Volunteer
for activities and trail programs and talk about and
promote the Lewis and Clark story, the trail, the Foundation and the Badger Chapter.

Marcia Holman……………..……….……...Treasurer
Phone: (608)249-2233 E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net

Our success and our legacy to future students of Lewis
and Clark will be built on a strong “Foundation” and
the very simple motto of the Badger Chapter;
“Interested and Involved”.

Newsletter Editor:

Board of Directors:
1-Jerry Anderson
Phone: (262)797-9324

E-mail: j-a@operamail.com

2-David Sorgel
P:(608)795-9915 E-mail: davidcollette@centrytel.net
3-Harriet Peppard
P: (920)749-1103 E-mail: hjplewcla@worldnet.att.net

Bill Holman
Phone: (608)249-2233
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E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net

