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Mouth of the Platte Chapter Newsletter  
 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation  

ÖKeepers of the Story, Stewards of the Trail× 

  

Dear Mouth of the Platte Members, 
 
Quite a bit happening behind the scenes at Mouth of the Platte. I will comment on a few of them; 
be certain to get details on these and much more in the rest of this great newsletter and at our 
monthly dinner meetings and at Wednesday morning study group.  
 
Harlan Seyfer, backed by Bonnie Seyfer, Keith Bystrom, and National Park Service folks Karla 
Sigala and Caitlin Campbell, are making great progress on our ñsignage project.ò They are visiting 
sites, developing information on geographic features and site conditions, and Caitlin and Karla 
have drafted some great artwork upgrades and wording for the new or enhanced signs along the 
Lewis and Clark Trail in our area. We are hoping for an update ï with pictures ï for our July 
dinner meeting ï details at a later date. 
 
Keith Bystrom is working hard to get the L ewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation (LCTHF) 
reorganization implemented. The new Northern Plains Region organization is coming together. 
Look for more on this as the new Region gets active.  
 
Related to the LCTHF reorganization, your Board has held several discussions on how Mouth of 
the Platte will reconcile its membership with the new LCTHF structure. We plan to have a 
proposal to the membership by the fall Annual Business Meeting of MOP. 
 
Shirley Enos keeps tabs on the boat-building activities and ot her Lewis and Clark stuff going on 
with Butch Bouvier and his protegés ï Sterling and Isaac Fichter. Lots happening there. Shirley 
also has a regular display at the Lewis and Clark Center in Nebraska City. Special thanks to 
Shirley for posting pictures on the Mouth of the Platte Facebook page on these special 
happenings.  
 
Thanks to Ann Woolard for all the work and for the great information she puts in the MOP 
newsletter. Lots more stuff going on with Lewis and Clark than I can cover here - ñtoughò 
editor!! !! Hope you find something that interests you in all of these offerings.  
Heads up! June 21 dinner meeting at Goratôs features our own Jack Christ!!! Details coming soon. 
 
Proceed on, 
 
Don Shippy, President 
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The Number One Highlight of the LCTHF Board Meeting in April was the tour of L&C sites at or near 

Great Falls, Montana. The local Portage Route Chapter provided guided tours to us visiting Board 

members on Friday before the meeting and on Sunday after the meeting. Although I had seen the 

various falls sites on my 2017 Retirement Adventure, we saw many additional sites and were 

provided insightful information that only a knowledgeable guide can provide. Thanks to Portage Route 

members Lee Ebeling, Norman Anderson, Phil Scriver, and Bill Bronson for providing that useful 

guidance to us. 

We first drove about an hour East of Great falls to Decision Point where L&C had to decide which 

river to follow ï the channel heading Northwest (that they later named the Marias River) or the 

channel heading Southwest, which turned out to be correct after the captains carefully and 

scientifically evaluated each option. 

Near Decision Point, Lee took us to another high point of land where the Portage Route Chapter had 

developed an interpretive site describing the ancient path of the Missouri River that had flowed into 

Hudson Bay prior to the ice age changing the topography of the area. We also stopped near Loma, 

Montana, to view three Buffalo up close and personal.  

     

Lee Ebeling explains Decision Point         We were glad a strong fence separated us from the Buffalo. 

Driving back toward Great Falls we stopped at Ryan Dam on the Missouri River. This is the iconic 

location where Lewis has been painted looking up at the almost 100-foot drop of water that put 

ñGREATò in the name Great Falls. It is also where Lewis knew that the Corps of Discovery would 

need to portage around the Great Falls to continue their journey. After leaving Ryan Dam, we saw the 

locations of the other four falls that Lewis discovered also must be portaged to stay on their path to 

the Pacific Ocean ï Crooked Falls, Rainbow Falls, Colter Falls (now submerged) and Black Eagle 

Falls. 
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We stopped for lunch at the local Fuddruckers Restaurant and enjoyed hearty Bison Burgers before 

proceeding on. Our guides took us to our first stop on the Portage Route - the Staging Area just 

above the Portage Creek where the Corps put their dugout canoes on wheels and pushed/pulled 

them up through the coulee to the level plain above from the Lower Portage Camp at riverôs edge (on 

private property and difficult to access even today). The Staging Area has several interpretive signs 

installed by the Portage Route Chapter. 

From there we returned to our hotel ï The Staybridge Suites ï on the bank of the Missouri River in 

downtown Great Falls. Next to the river was a great walking path that included L&C Interpretive 

Signage and a Grizzly Bear iron mesh statue marking the location where Lewis encountered a Grizzly 

Bear and escaped by jumping in the river. 

On Sunday, our Portage Route guides took us to a few other sites. Right near our hotel where the 

railroad crossed the Missouri River was an ancient Buffalo Crossing. This was a shallow rocky part of 

the river where buffalo would be safe in crossing the Missouri River when migrating from their North 

grazing land to their more Southern grazing land nearer Wyoming and the Great Plains. Nearby was 

Broadwater Overlook Hill, a city park where the Portage Route Chapter was instrumental in erecting a 

heroic-size bronze statue sculpted by Bob Scriver, showing Lewis, Clark, York, and Seaman.  

         

Keith at Broadwater Overlook Bronze Statue             Norman Anderson explains Upper Portage Camp 

We followed the river as it bent south to the Upper Portage Camp near what is called White Bear 
Islands. The Portage Route Chapter has developed an interpretive site from a high vantage point 
where a visitor can park, view the area guided by numerous interpretive signs and even see a replica 
of Lewisô ñiron boatò experiment. This is the end of the 18-mile, 30-day portage taken around the 
Great Falls of the Missouri River by the Corps of Discovery. 
Finally, our Portage Route guides took us across the river and about eight miles upstream where a 
landowner has offered to sell them a site on the river where Clark had built dugout canoes after the 
failure of the ñiron boat.ò  They currently are in negotiations with the landowner, but hope to conclude 
the deal and create one more additional L&C site along their Portage Route segment of the trail. 
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As Study Group pushed through the brutally cold ragged end of another Iowa/Nebraska winter, we 
continued to warm ourselves at the fires of the Expedition, though those fires were fueled less and less 
by the wood of trees and more by brush in the higher, drier elevations of Montana and Idaho. On 
March 2 we commenced Volume 5 of The Definitive Journals of Lewis and Clark: Through the 
Rockies to the Cascades (Gary Moulton). During a significant part of our readings from July 28 to 
August 26, 1805, the Captains and/or  men were separated from one another in an effort to find 
something: the correct fork of the Missouri River to take west into the mountains, game, one another, 
water deep enough for the pirogue and canoes, and Indians with horses and information. Th ere was, 
in fact, a growing sense of concern on several counts. The season was getting later and later, the 
Indians seemed to know of and be avoiding the Expedition, and the men were suffering: the river 
water was cold, they didnôt always have enough to eat, and they shivered through some nights so cold 
that two blankets were not enough. At long last, contact was made with the Shoshone and at least a 
modicum of trust established by means of connecting Sacagawea with her brother, Chief Cameahwait; 
sharing game with the hungry natives; Clarkôs arrival on the river at an opportune moment, just as 
Lewis said would happen; and the interchange of gifts between natives and travelers. Though the men 
ñarrived at the extreme source of the Missouriédrank of the water and consoled themselves with the 
idea of having at length arrived at this long wished for pointò (170), the reality of the rugged barrier 
still remaining to be surmounted was now fully in view. Cameahwait was persuaded NOT to break his 
word about helping, and horses sufficient to carry the luggage were purchased from his followers. 
 
Three special guests visited Study Group during this quarter. One could be better termed a special 
member returning after a long health -related hiatus: Evelyn Orr. The other two are new friend 
Tiffanie Culp Wright and her gorgeous 8-year-old female Newfoundland, Miss Texas. As it turned out, 
Tiffanie was also an old friend to member Steve Wymore, for they knew each other at Lewis Central as 
pupil and teacher. Miss Texas impressed us with her calm demeanor and doe-eyed affection. As a 
stand-in for Seaman, she was the star of the show on March 16. 
 
Surely as satisfying as living the Expedition vicariously is the growing appreciation Study Group 
members have of the path each has followed or is following to bring us all together. Here are just a few 
facts we have learned about each other: Lew and Denna started a national wrestling tournament. They 
taught us that a soufflé (food) is not the same as a souplex (sounds like sou-play: a wrestling move). 
Denny was a crew chief on an F-111. Steve (AKA Superman) serves Council Bluffs as a member of the 
Cosmopolitan Club. On the Friday before Ash Wednesday, Jim and his sisters have a long-time 
tradition of celebrating their Scandinav ian heritage by eating aebleskivers (pancake balls) and 
Medisterpølse (Danish onion sausage). Betty lived in Montana for 20 years. She created a Power Point 
presentation on Sacagawea and read the Journal s of Toussaint Charbonneau*. Shirley is sewing the 
flag for the new barge at MRBVC and listens to Native American flute music while sheôs doing it. Tom 
and Ginny have pursued their interest in history to places as disparate as Laura Ingalls Wilderôs house 
in De Smet, South Dakota, and Jerichoôs Winery in Seward, NE (loosely based on Ben Franklinôs 
group by the same name). On the one hand, Keithôs grandfather (Keith Neville, 1917-1919) was 
governor of the State of Nebraska. On the other hand, Keithôs mother had a pet blue heron. As a self-
styled ñOld Cowboy,ò Don says his favorite painter is Charles Marion Russell. As former Lewis Central 
staff, Paula has an affinity for all things history and science. She keeps us apprised of PBS offerings on 
everything from Ben Franklin to mountain men and the Driftless to juru spiders.  Ann finally quit 
bringing her motherôs birding materials (banding and teaching resources) to Study Group!         -ADW 
 
*See article page 21: Journal s of Toussaint Charbonneau 
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March 26 , 202 2 (Joslyn Art Museum ): Joslyn Docent s 

Topic: The Art of Karl Bodmer  

Article submitted by Keith Bystrom  

On Saturday, March 26, 2022, twenty-four MOP members met for our March luncheon meeting at the 

Joslyn Museum of Art in Omaha to view the exhibit, Faces From the Interior: The North 

American Portraits of Karl Bodmer. Arriving at noon, members socialized and ordered their 

Grab & Go meals at Café Durham in the Atrium of the museum.  At 1:00 we were divided into two 

groups, each led by a docent knowledgeable of the over sixty beautiful portraits created by Karl 

Bodmer during his visit to America as a companion to German Prince Maximilian of Weid. The 

artwork had been recently conserved by Joslyn curators and included individual portraits of 

Indigenous members from the Omaha, Yankton, Lakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Assiniboine, and 

Blackfoot communities that they encoun tered along the Missouri River during 1833-1834. The exhibit 

also included filmed interviews featuring Indigenous elders and cultural experts. The docent guides 

were highly informative and provided interesting background on the Native Americans featured in  the 

portraits and their culture. All in attendance agreed with the catalog that described the exhibit as a 

ñcompelling exploration of the most influential depiction of Indigenous North America in the 
nineteenth century.ò  

NOTE:  The Joslyn Museum closed on May 1, 2022, for a major construction project that will add a 

new Exhibit Hall focusing on contemporary Modern Art . The construction project will also include a 

remodel of existing space. The museum will  reopen in 2024. 

 

April 20,  202 2 (Goratôs Steakhouse):  Butch Bouvier , Isaac Fichter, Sterling Fichter  

Topics: Expedition Barge & Pirogues, Lewisô Iron Boat, Butchôs 2022 Timeline Event 

Thereôs something about a skill that most do not possess that makes a holder of that skill an object of 

awe and wonder. Some might even say reverence. MOP members had among us such a man on a 

Wednesday evening in April: Butch Bouvier builds boats. Butch got his start in 1984 with two outdoor 

events: 1) Little Sioux Scout Park wanted programs for kids focused on forges, lathes, and 

woodworking tools, and 2) Lewis and Clark Park near Onawa wanted a boat model for their summer 

Lewis and Clark festival.  At that time, Butch began to research the Expeditionôs boats and hasnôt ever 

quit. As the brains behind the early enterprise, Butch realized heôd need extra muscle, so he chalked a 

life-sized boat outline on a prominent parking lot and handed around a sign-up sheet to recruit 

volunteer help. In building the first boat , Butch discovered his lifeôs work: promoting the 

advancement of history teaching in the public arena. Butchôs boat-building career has been chronicled 
elsewhere. Suffice it to say that eight full-sized barges and 14 pirogues later, Butch is still at it.  

Tonight we were particularly interested in the newest barge, recently installed at the entrance to the 

Missouri River Basin Visitor Center (MRBVC) in Nebraska City. This project entailed the replacement 

of a similar boat originally constructed as a movie prop, which boat had outlived the lifespan of the 

materials used in it s construction. The project grew to include replacement of the original exhibit 

platform and surround that had suffered deterioration . Butch recruited brothers Sterling and Isaac 

Fichter as his main craftsmen. Sterling holds a history degree from Missouri Western State University 

and moonlights as an historical mountain man re -enactor (see article p. 12 on STFS annual meeting). 

Isaac holds a degree in diesel mechanics from Southeast Community College. Together, the Fichters  
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farm 900 acres in Fremont County near Randolph, Iowa. The barge began to take shape in a building 

on their farm in December 2021, being formed in four separate sections that were later fit together 

on-site at MRBVC. In the process, the brothers learned about boat building and Butch learned about 

their farming operation. Butch styled it a  ñperfect blendò of personalities and skills. In all matters, the 

men strove to apply a common-sense design approach, based on well-reasoned arguments as to why 

they did what they did. As finish work, Sterling researched and created cargo boxes. Isaac applied 

about 80 tubes of seam caulk. The bargeôs final details, including a Gary Lucy -designed authentic  flag 

sewed by MOPôs own Shirley Enos, will be added before its May 21 dedication ceremony.  (see p.13) 

Eventually Butch turned the presentation to Lewisô iron boat, where we learned that Lewis may have 

gotten his inspiration for the iron boat from books on Chinese junks found in Jeffersonôs library. It 

was most likely constructed of Ǖò X Ĳò iron from England, the same iron used for decorative 

purposes in the early 1800s. Butch believes that the hull was shaped in catenary curves and was 

constructed in (theoretically) watertigh t compartments. In practice, glue of beeswax, bear grease, and 

charcoal proved inadequate to seal the Expeditionôs elk skins, and Butch found out the hard way on 

wife Cathyôs stove that it didnôt smell very pleasant, either. Lewis cached his boat at the Great Falls on 

the outward-bound trip, du g it up on the return trip, and it has since been lost to history. Butchôs iron 

boat replica is housed at the Lewis and Clark State Park Museum near Onawa, Iowa. (see p. 27) 

Finally, Butch talked about enlarged plans for the second annual Timeline Event at Rock Hill 

Windmill Event Center on August 27 -28. As last year, this $5,000 undertaking will feature mountain 

men, civil war soldier s, an Expedition pirogue, and a blacksmith and forge. In addition, there will be 

information on the Underground Railroad , and negotiations are underway to add a York re-enactor. 

Donations toward this event may be made by contacting Butch at keelboat@longlines.com. In all, 23 

people were present at this meeting, including special guests Cathy (Mrs. Butch) Bouvier, Lyndsay 

(Mrs. Isaac) Fichter, and Christian a (Mrs. Sterling) Fichter with infant daughter, Emmalynn.   -ADW 

   Sterling, Isaac, Butch     (Butch) 

    

 

 

 
 
 
 

We must teach 

history for the 

future of our 

country! 

Follow this link to:  

 Iowa Department of Natural Resources Aerial Photography Project  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=iowa%20department%20of%20natural%20resources%20aerial%20photography%20project&qs=n&form=QBIR&sp=-1&ghc=1&pq=iowa%20department%20of%20natural%20resources%20aerial%20photograph&sc=0-54&cvid=B7CE8A3FBEFD45EEA095F1BED467A1F5&first=1&tsc=ImageHoverTitle
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