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(Continued-See ñGrey Columnò page 2) 

This issue of Field Notes is specially dedicated to long time 
Chapter and Foundation member, Tom Strauss, who is cur-
rently fighting a long time battle against cancer.  
 
Tom has been a Badger State Chapter member and a member 
of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation for many 
years.  He has also served and is currently serving on our 
Chapterõs Board of Directors.  As a director, Tom always 
gives careful consideration and analysis to issues brought be-
fore the board, which is of tremendous assistance in helping 
the board reach well thought out decisions.  Tom, along with 
his wife Mary, show their solid support for our Chapter and 
for the Foundation through continued attendance at meetings 
and contributing to all of our successes.  
 
Most recently Tom, along with long -time friend and fellow 
chapter member Chuck Bebow, co -chaired the òAlexander Willard in Wisconsinó committee 
which resulted in the erection of three historical interpretive signs in the Platteville, WI area.  
Tomõs years of experience as a teacher led us through the process of successfully identifying 
three locations where the Willard family lived and worked.  Tomõs skills as a mathematician plot-
ted where the Willard homesteads and lead mine were located.  Using his leadership skills, Tom 
contacted land owners to get permission to come onto their property and finally, to erect the 
interpretive signs on their property.  Tom kept control of his committee and led them on excur-
sions to necessary county offices to dig through archives and verify Willard history.  Tom did all 
this while at the same time fighting cancer.  
 
Tom has said that being involved in Lewis and Clark history and being a member of the Badger 
State Chapter have been an important and satisfying part of his life.  He gives his thanks and 
appreciation to all members for their support.  
 
Tom, the members of the Badger State Chapter want to send their love and appreciation for all 
you have done for our Chapter, the Foundation, and for being in our lives.  Our love and prayers 
go out to you and Mary.  
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Badger Chapter supports the Lewis & 

Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
 

At a 2007 Badger State Chapter quarterly meeting 

the board of directors and membership in attend-

ance had a discussion of how Foundation chapters 

and more specifically the Badger State Chapter 

might support the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation. Chapter vice-president, Jack Schroed-

er, suggested we make a financial commitment to the Foundation by donating 

to the Third Century Fund of the Foundation based on a rate of $5 per dues 

paid chapter member in a given fiscal year (October 1st through September 

30th).  The Third Century Fund is set up to provide an annual draw on the fund 

to help pay the daily operation expenses of the Foundation.  After much dis-

cussion and debate, a motion was made and approved to implement this prac-

tice. 

 

For the last ten years the Badger State Chapter has made a contribution to the 

Foundation, sometimes forgoing the Third Century Fund and responding to the 

current needs of the Foundation such as library needs, computer systems 

needs, etc.  At the April 2017 quarterly meeting the board of directors voted to 

make the donation for the eleventh year in a row.  This was supported with a 

vote of support from chapter members in attendance.   

 

This year we have 80 dues paid members for the fiscal year October 1, 2016 

through September 30, 2017 and a check in the amount of $400 was sent to the 

Foundation as a donation to the Third Century Fund.  We received thank you 

notes for the donation and it is important that we share a few comments from 

these thank you notes with our membership. 

 

Foundation Executive Director Lindy Hatcher wrote, ñThank your chapter 

members for your continued support of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation.  You are a model chapter!  We appreciate your work and sup-

port.ò 

 

Past Foundation President and historian Bob Gatten also thanked us when he 

wrote, ñéI wish more chapters would follow your lead.  You know, better 

than most, what those extra dollars mean.  Many thanks to you and your mem-

bers for this great demonstration of support.ò 

 

It is very satisfying to receive these words of appreciation.  Thank you Badger 

State Chapter members for being a part of our work as ñKeepers of the Story ï 

Stewards of the Trail.ò 

 
Presidentôs Message By: Jim Rosenberger 
 
The way I typically begin describing the annual meeting 

for the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation will stay 

consistent for 2017.  It was a hot time in the city of 

Billings, Montana.  For the most part temperatures were in 

the nineties and you could feel and hear the prairie grass 

crunch under foot.  But it was a dry heat. 

   (Continued on Page 3) 

During this time in history:   
(December 1803 - December 1805) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 

E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-

2001.) 

 

Our journal entries deal with Toussaint 

Charbonneau, interpreter with the Corps of 

Discovery and husband of Sacagawea. 

 

March 12, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: ñé

Our interpreter, Charbonneau, determines on 

not proceeding with us as an interpreter under 

the terms mentioned yesterday.  He will not 

agree to work, let our situation be what it 

may; not stand a guard and if miffed with any 

man, he wishes to return when he pleases; 

also have the disposal of as much provisions 

as he chooses to carry.  This is inadmissible 

and we suffer him to be off the engagement, 

which was only verbaléò 

 

March 17, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: ñé

Mr. Charbonneau sent a message through a 

French man of our party that he was sorry for 

the foolish part he had acted and if we 

pleased, he would accompany us agreeably to 

the terms we had proposed and do everything 

we wished him to etc.  He had requested me 

through our French interpreter two days ago 

to excuse his simplicity and take him in the 

serviceéWe called him in and spoke to him 

on the subject and he agreed to our terms and 

we agreed that he might go on with us etcéò 

 

April 14, 1805, Mountrail County, ND, Lew-

is: ñéPassed an island above which two 

small creeks fall in on the larboard side; the 

upper creek largest, which we call Charbon-

neauôs creek after our interpreter who en-

camped several weeks on it with a hunting 

party of Indianséò 

 

May 9, 1805, Garfield County, MT, Lewis: 

ñ...I killed a buffalo cow and saved the neces-

sary materials for making what our Wright 

hand cook Charbonneau calls the ñboudin 

blancò and immediately set him about prepar-

ing them for supper; this white pudding we 

all esteem one of the greatest delicacies of the 

forestéò 

 

May 14, 1805, Valley County, MT, Lewis: 

ñéIt happened , unfortunately for us, this 

evening that Charbonneau was at the helm of 

the white pirogue instead of Drouillard, who 

had previously steered her.  Charbonneau 

cannot swim and is perhaps the most timid 

waterman in the worldéCaptain Clark and 

myself were both on shore at the momenté

the pirogue was under sail when a sudden  

 

(ñGrey Columnò-Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

 

The Rochejhone Chapter of the Foundation sponsored a great meeting 

and kept us busy from Sunday through Wednesday.  On Sunday we 

listened to speakers describe the chapterôs efforts in locating and then 

doing an archeological dig for Canoe Camp outside of Billings.  This 

was covered in two past issues of ñWe Proceeded Onò but you may re-

call that William Clark led a part of the expedition, including Sacaga-

wea and young Pomp, from Travels Rest down to the Yellowstone Riv-

er with the intent of exploring the Yellowstone and then meeting up 

with Meriwether Lewis at the confluence with the Missouri River.  

Travel started out on horseback but near todayôs Billings, Montana the 

decision was made to switch to canoes and Canoe Camp was estab-

lished to build the canoes.  Over time, there had been much debate 

about exactly where Canoe Camp was located and the Rochejhone 

Chapter committed itself to finding that location.  Based on the infor-

mation and evidence presented, I think they have accomplished their 

goal. 

 

On Monday we went on field trips to the Canoe Camp site.  There were 

two trips, one to do a raft float on the Yellowstone River and float past 

the camp site and another to float the river and include a stop at the 

camp site.  You can read Mary Jo Meyerôs article in this issue for a 

great description of stopping at the camp site.  Both trips were extreme-

ly enjoyable with just one little ñbump in the roadò so to speak.  The 

bus drivers who drove each rafting group out to the launch site did not 

know exactly where the site was and there werenôt any guides on the 

bus to tell them.  This resulted in us waiting on a side road until help 

arrived and showed us the way.  Upon launching our raft, six people 

plus the pilot/guide, we learned this was the pilotôs first trip on the Yel-

lowstone and he knew little about the river relative to Lewis and Clark 

history.  Needless to say, his passengers gave him all the information he 

will ever want about William Clark and the expedition on the Yellow-

stone River.  All and all, it was a fun filled day. 

ñFriendship Danceò at Pompeys Pillar (See following page) 

(ñGrey Columnò-Continued from page 2) 

 

squall of wind struck her obliquely and  

turned her considerably.  The steersman,  

alarmed, instead of putting her before the wind, 

lufted her up into itéand instantly upset the 

pirogue.  Charbonneau, still crying to his god for 

mercy, had not yet recollected the rudder nor 

could the repeated orders of the bows man, Cru-

zatte, bring him to his recollection until Cruzatte 

threatened to shoot him instantly if he did not 

take hold of the rudder and do his duty.  The 

fortitude, resolution and good conduct of Cru-

zatte saved heréò 

 

April 23, 1806, Klickitat County, WA, Lewis; 

ñéAt daylight this morning we were informed 

that the two horses of our interpreter, Charbon-

neau, were absent.  On inquiry it appeared that he 

had neglected to confine them to pickets as had 

been directed last evening.  We immediately 

dispatched Reubin Fields and Labiche to assist 

Charbonneau in recovering his horses; one of 

them was found at no great distance and the other 

was given over as lostéò 

 

August 17, 1806, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: ñé

Settled with Toussaint Charbonneau for his ser-

vices as an interpreter; the price of a horse and 

lodge purchased of him for public service , in all 

amounting to $500 and 33 1/3 centséwe offered 

to convey him down to the Illinois if he chose to 

go.  He declined proceeding on at present, ob-

serving that he had no acquaintance or prospects 

of making a living below and must continue to 

live in the way that he had done.  I offered to 

take his little son, a beautiful promising child 

who is 19 months old, to which they both, him-

self and wife, were willing provided the child 

had been weaned.  They observed that in one 

year the boy would be sufficiently old to leave 

his mother and he would then take him to me if I 

would be so friendly as to raise the child for him 

in such a manner as I thought proper, to which I 

agreed etcéò 

Newsletter Articles 
  

Do you have an interesting 

thought about the Lewis & 

Clark Expedition, or  know someone 

who shares our interest in ñThe 

Journey?ò Would you like to share it 

with others through this newsletter?  

Then write to either Jim Rosen-

berger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill 

Holman at wghmch@gmail.com. If 

you donôt have e-mail, call Bill at 

(608) 249-2233.   If you include a 

picture, we will be happy to return it 

upon request. 
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Our guide beached the raft and we set foot on the 

rocky beach or, as they called it, river cobble. After all 

the rafts (about 4) had landed, we followed Bud Clark, 

carrying the American flag appropriate to that time 

period, across the river cobble and into the high grass-

es and trees to the latrine sites. The archaeological 

survey, sponsored by Montana State University-

Billings, the Rochejhone Chapter of the LCTHF and a 

few other groups, was spearheaded by Dr. Thomas C. 

Rust, history professor at MSU-Billings, who was also 

our leader today. 

 

There were two latrine sites, marked with sticks bear-

ing the numbers 3 and 4. The party was comprised of 

only 13 men, but in summer, due to the heat, they usu-

ally re-dug latrines every 2-3 days per military regula-

tions. The latrines were not slit trenches such as those 

found at Travelerôs Rest in Lolo, MT. Maybe the men 

were in a hurry to get home and that is why they did 

not completely follow military regulations? We really 

donôt know.  Dr. Rust said they dug in 10 cm incre-

ments to a depth of 70 cm at site #3, and positive read-

ings of mercury were found. The latrines were approx-

imately 200 yards from the river in 1806, per military 

regs. 

 

We then hiked through tall grasses about 300 yards to 

where traces of charcoal inclusions were unearthed. 

They called these ñfire featuresò, which could have 

been where their cooking was done, again keeping 

with military regulations that the latrine and kitchen 

were to be 300 yards apart. The fire features area is 

now overgrown by grasses and olive trees. 

 

According to Dr. Rust, light, water, and oxygen de-

stroy artifacts. Since only a buckle, a few bone frag-

ments, a lead ball and a few other items were found at 

the site, the water and oxygen have probably played a 

large part as to why a lot more items were not found. 

They do feel, however, that enough artifacts and fea-

tures have been found to conclude this is where Clark 

and his men camped. Dr. Rust stated that he can see 

no scientific reason to continue on with the search. 

 

This site is not easy to find, or get to, unlike Travel-

erôs Rest. It is also not a ñwork in progressò as is 

Travelerôs Rest. However, if you have an adventurous 

streak, I recommend you check it out. It is just tall 

grasses and trees, and walking around you might 

stumble on the numbered stakes, but it is kind of neat 

to be able to say, ñClarkôs Canoe Camp? Yeah, Iôve 

been there!ò Oh, and if you havenôt already done so, 

read Dr. Rustôs article,  

(Presidentôs Message-Continued from page 3) 

 

Tuesday was spent at Pompeys Pillar and while we 

had been here on a couple of previous trips, it is al-

ways exciting to be able to stand where William Clark 

once stood and to see his name carved in the pillar 

rock.  The chapter had arranged for a number of ex-

hibits and presenters as well as a delicious lunch so 

the day was filled with activity.  One of the final 

presentations for the day was a demonstration of vari-

ous Native American dances and the most enjoyable 

aspect of the day was to be invited to come down out 

of the spectator group and join in a ñFriendship 

Dance.ò 

 

During the meeting there were, of course, more activi-

ties and speakers.  I have to say it was a well planned 

and fun filled gathering. 

 

Next year will be the 50th annual meeting of the Lewis 

and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation and it will take 

place in Astoria, Oregon October 7 to 10, 2018 with a 

theme of, ñArrival at the Pacific: Object Achieved.ò  

Details will be in the February 2018 issue of ñWe Pro-

ceeded Onò.  Make your plans to attend.   

 

 

Float Trip to the Canoe Camp 
By: Mary Jo Meyer 
 

Monday, July 24, 2017, was another warm and sunny 

day in Billings, MT, site of the 2017 Lewis and Clark 

Trail Heritage Foundation Annual Meeting. Outfitted 

in assorted river and hiking gear, complete with sun-

glasses and lathered in sunscreen, a busload of eager 

ñClarkiesò headed for the Yellowstone River. We 

were going just west of Park City, MT, for a short raft 

trip to the site of Clarkôs July 19-23, 1806, Canoe 

Camp. The rafts and river guides were provided by 

Absaroka River Adventures out of Absarokee, MT. 

The Yellowstone was slightly higher than normal, 

which made for a pleasant trip. 

 

After a 20-30 minute float we arrived at the Canoe 

Camp site. It is on an island now, but it hasnôt always 

been that way. Back in 1806 it was part of the main-

land but over time, as rivers are known to do, the Yel-

lowstone has changed course, making the Canoe 

Camp part of an island. Unfortunately, a recently 

formed island to the north of the Canoe Camp site is 

deflecting more flow to the west side of the island and 

the fear is that, over time, the latrine sites could possi-

bly be washed out. 

 Continued on page 5 
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ñArchaeological Findings of 

Clarkôs Yellowstone River 

Canoe Campò in the February 2017 We Proceeded 

On. The best feature is the map showing the river then 

and now, along with the Canoe Camp site.  

 

Lewis and Clark are Everywhere 

By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

It has to be more than coincidence.  It is more like 

magic.  It seems like no matter where you go you will 

run into some mention or object relative to the Lewis 

and Clark Expedition.  The latest occurrence of this 

took place right here on the west side of Madison, WI. 

 

If you drive west out of Madison on Old Sauk road 

you will come to the Pope Farm Conservancy, 7440 

W Old Sauk Road.  This is a nature conservancy that 

shows glacial and ice age history of the area as well as 

Native American history and the history of immi-

grants and settlers to the area.  There is an area of 

prairie restoration and fields of crops such as corn, 

oats and soybeans.  There are many interpretive signs 

that tell the history and story of each area.  But in Au-

gust of each year it is nine acres of sunflowers that 

draw all the attention. 

 

Each year the conservancy raises sunflowers.  In fall 

the seeds are harvested and packaged for bird seed and 

food.  In December the conservancy sells sunflower 

seeds out of the conservancy parking lot.  But in mid-

August people literally flock to the conservancy to see 

the sunflowers in their colorful glory.  On a bright, 

sunny day these golden yellow flowers show off their 

beauty to a degree you have to see to believe. 

 

That is exactly what Badger Chapter member, Illini 

Chapter President and Foundation Vice President Lou 

Ritten and his wife, Carolyn, did this past August.  

They made a trip to Madison, visited with my wife, 

Mary, and me and then visited the sunflower field.  

Afterward they sent a photo of a sign which is in the 

field (see picture).  Note the sign makes reference to 

the Expeditionôs use of sunflower seeds.  Imagine, 

you go to visit natureôs display of colorful sunflowers 

and you run into Lewis and Clark.  They ARE every-

where!      

Continued from page 4 

Continued on page 6 


