








































A Latin Matter in the Biddle "Narrative" or "History" 

of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
By Walter H. Marx1 

In Volume I, pages 150-151 of the rare 1814 Bradford and Inskeep edition, Nicholas Biddle inserted the following Latin text at 
the conclusion of the narrative entry for January 5, 1805, which describes a buffalo-dance in the village near the exploring 
party's Fort Mandan: 

Mox senex vir simulacrum parvae puellae ostensit. Tune egrediens coetu, jecit effigium solo et superincumbens, senili ardore 
veneris complexit. Hoc est signum. Denique uxor e turba recessit, et jactu corporis, fovet amplexus viri solo recubante. 
Maritus appropinqua n s senex vir dejecto vultu, et honorem et dignitatem ejus conservare amplexu uxoris ilium oravit. 
Foristan imprimis ille i-efellit; dehinc, maritus multis precibus, multis lachrymis, et multis donis vehementer intercessit. 
Tune senex amator perculsus misericordia, tot precibus, tot lacrymis, et tot donis, conjugali amplexu submisit. Multum ille 
jactatus est, sed debilis et effoetus senectute, frustra jactatus est. Mru-itus interdum, stans juxta, gaudit multum honore, et 
ejus dignitati sic conservata. Unis nostrum sodalium, multum a lacrior et potentior juventute, h ac nocte honorem quatuor 
maritorum custodivit. 

The author's translation of Biddle's Latin text appears in italics in his text on page 22 post. 

The August 1982, 14th Annual Meet­
ing of the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation in Philadel­
phia was most appropriate, rightly 
focusing on Philadelphia as the or­
ganizing center for the Corps of Dis­
covery, in 1803, and as the recipient 
and custodian of many of the items 
garnered when the expedition end­
ed. Those in attendance were 
amazed at the quality and quantity 
of such materials, beyond the better 
known original manuscript jour­
nals in safe-keeping at the Ameri­
can Philosophical Society. On the 
second day of the meeting the group 
visited Andalusia, the estate of 
Nicholas Biddle (1786-1844) the first 
editor/paraphraser of the Captains' 
journals in 1814. The estate is the 
continuing resident of the sixth gen­
eration of his family. 2 The horses 
pastured there still attest to the 
equestrian tastes of th e family that 
perpetuated the estate's n ame from 
the famed horse-breeding area of 
Spain. 

In the fine French Empire style li­
bra ry at Andalusia, complete with 
original bookcases and Napoleonic 
memorabilia, one can see Biddle's 

1. Foundation member, New Englander, Wa l­
ter H. Marx has taught Latin and Greek lan­
guages for twenty years. His interest in the 
Lewis and Clark Expedit ion g rew out of his 
work in connection with the Latin in The Age 
of Discovery. H e lea rned of the exis tence of 
the Foundation at the Montana Historical 
Society Museum in Helena, while traveling 
the route of th e explorers in the summer of 
1979. He had followed a pa rt of the Trail the 
previous summer. He has attended Founda­
tion Annual Meetings in Philadelphia in 1982, 
and this year in Pasco, Washington. Terming 
himself " .. . a s ilent partner of the History 
Department'', he is Chafrman of the Depart­
ment of Classics, Middlesex School, Concord, 
Massachusetts. His basset hound is named 
"Scannon" after the Expedit ion's famous 
Newfoundland dog. The editor and readers of 
We Proceeded On are grateful to Walter for 
this interesting piece related to the written 
documen tation about the Lewis a nd Clark 
Expedition . 

2. See: We Proceeded On, Vol. 8, No. 2, p. 5. 
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own copy of his edition of the "Jour­
nals" to which he gave " ... seven 
or eight and even more hours a 
day ... " transcribing and para­
phrasing, as he wrote Clark.3 These 
journals were "voluminous" even if 
interesting, and their demands of 
perseverance and undivided atten­
tion made the fastidious Biddle 
term them "troublesome"4 as a look 
at our journal segment will attest. 
Yet the 26-year-old genius perser­
vered, after almost twice turning 
down the editing task. After a bit 
more than a year at the work, he 
wrote Clark that h e had " ... at 
length been able to get completely 
thro' the manuscripts and am now 
ready to put the work to press." 5 

Legislative duties now called, and 
Biddle found another editor, Paul 
Allen, who completed the job of see­
ing the work through the press. Nev­
ertheless, it was Biddle who saw to 
it that the books would be published 
after the original publisher went 
bankrupt. He never took a penny for 
his work, and, feeling that he was 
not finishing the task, he magnani­
mously asked th at his name not 
appear on the title pages of the two 
volume work, finally published in 
1814. 

There is considerable extant corres­
pondence, Biddle to Clark , and 
Clark to Biddle, related to Biddle's 
work with the manuscriptjournals.6 

In his text of his paraphrase based 
on the original documents, Biddle 
elected to include a portion of the 
text, involved with the date of Jan-

3. Donald J ackson , Editor, Letters of the 
Lewis and Clarh Expedition with Related 
Documents, 1783-1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, 
U1·bana, 1962 (Second Enlarged Edition, 
1978). p. 550. 

4. Ibid., p. 555, note 6, a nd text of letter to 
David Bailie Warden. 

5. Ibid., p. 568. 

6. Ibid., pp. 494-545, 550-551, 568, 577-578, 582-
583, 595-596, 598, 599n; 562-565, 609-610. 
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uary 5, 1805, in Latin. In many of 
the subsequent editions of the 
Biddle/ Allen narrative, the reader 
will come upon the Latin7 with no 
great show, for the ancient tongue 
is not even printed in italics. The 
reason for this lapsus linguae (slip 
of the tongue or change of lan­
guage) is the same as that which 
prompts editors of the Loeb Classi­
cal Library to place salicious epi­
grams of the Roman poets in Italian 
rather than English. 

By late November of 1804, the 
Corps had established and occupied 
its winter quarters near the Man­
dan Indian villages not far from 
present-day Washburn, North Da­
kota. Clark had started to look for a 
suitable site for the construction of 
a winter establishment on October 
30, found it three days later, and the 
fort, referred to as huts, was under 
construction by Novembe·r 5th. 
They named the structure Fort Man­
dan. 
Ice was noted to have formed along 
the banks of the river on November 
12th, and Clark describes the lower 
temperatures and the coming of win­
ter. The characteristically good rela­
tions with the India ns prevailed 
throughout the duration of the stay 
at Fort Mandan until April 7, 1805, 
when the party set out to ascend the 
Missouri to its source and then on to 
the Pacific shore. Although the Cap­
tains and their men visited the near-

( continued on page 22) 

7. Several reprint editions of the Biddle/ Allen 
na rrative do omit both the Latin or a transla­
tion of the Latin by the substitution of a single 
sentence that reads: "The dance follows; 
which as well as that of the buffalo, consists 
of little more than a n exhibition of the most 
foul and revolting indecencies." See: History 
of the Expedition . ... , Prepared for the press 
by Paul Allen, Esq., Revised and Abridged by 
the Omission of Unimportant Details, with an 
Introduction and No tes by Archibald 
M'Vickar, in Two Volumes, Ha rper & Broth­
ers, NY & London, 1842, p. 152. 



by Indian villages, like Champlain 
at Quebec in 1608, they would not 
allow the natives to stay at the fort 
after dusk for reasons of security 
and common sense, even if their 
men were allowed to remain with 
the Indians overnight. By so doing, 
familiarity was gained with the 
Mandans, and Clark's journal tells 
us about them as he would do with 
the many other tribes he dealt with. 

On January 5, 1805, " ... a cold day 
Some Snow ... " 8 Clark reports ' '. .. 
a curious Custom ... "9 that had oc­
curred the three previous nights in 
the nearby Mandan village - a 
"Buffalow (or Medisan) Dance". 
Biddle's paraphrase converts a part 
of Clark's manuscript journal entry 
into Latin - specifically the descrip­
tion of what is basically a primitive 
fertility rite, which was ''. . . to 
cause the buffalow to Come near So 
that they may Kill them . .. " 9 in the 
spring. Interestingly, the Mandans 
allowed the Expedition's Privates to 
participate and also other white 
traders in the area. Biddle's prim­
ness or prudishness, here to the 
point of switching his text to a lan­
guage learned by him in school and 
known only to the scholarly of his 
generation, reaches an apex. Biddle 
omitted references to venereal af­
fairs and diseases recorded in the 
original manuscript. Ethnologists 
are grateful for the information his 
Latin text provides. 

Most often, editors of Biddle's text 
print the Latin without transla­
tion.10 Here is the whole account 
with this author's translation of the 
Latin transcribed in italics: 

J anuary 5th (1805]. [Biddle's text in 
English] We had high a nd boisterous 
winds last night and this morning 
.... In the first [Mandan] village 
there has been a buffalo-dance for the 
last three nights, which has put them 
all into commotion, and the descrip­
tion which we received from those of 
the party who visited the village, and 
from other sources, is not a little ludi­
crous. 

The buffalo-dance is an institution 
originally intended for the benefit of 
the old men , and practiced at their 
suggestion. When buffalo become 
scarce they send a man to harangue 

8. Reuben G. Thwaites, Edito1·, Original Jour­
nals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804-
1806, Dodd, Mead & Co., N.Y., 1904 (reprint 
editions: Antiquarian Press, N.Y., 1959; Arno 
Press, N.Y., 1969). 1:244. 

9. Ibid., 1:245. 

10. Nicholas Biddle and Paul Allen, editors, 
History of the Expedition Under the Com­
mand of Captains Lewis and Clarll .... , 
Bradsford and Inskeep, Philadelphia, 1814 
(many versions and reprint editions followed), 
1:150-151. In the 1893 edition edited by Elliott 
Coues, 1:122. In the James K. Hosmer, 1902, 
reprin t edition, 1:160-161. In the 1962 Heritage 
Press edition, 1:93-94. 

the village, declaring that the game 
is far off and that a feast is necessary 
to bring it back and if the village be 
disposed a day and place is named 
for the celebration of it. At the ap­
pointed hour the old men arrive and 
seat themselves crosslegged on skins 
around a fire ln the middle of the 
lodge with a sort of doll or small 
image, dressed like a female, placed 
before them. The young men bring 
them a platter of provisions, a pipe of 
tobacco, and their wives, whose dress 
on the occasion is only a robe or man­
tle loosely thrown around the body. 
On their arrival each youth selects 
the old man he means to distinguish 
by his favor and spreads before him 
the provisions, after which he pre­
sents the pipe and smokes with 
him. 11 [Biddle's Latin text translated 
by the author] Next the old man 
shows the lit tle girl doll. Then enter­
ing into an embrace, he throws it on 
the ground, and laying on it, hugs it 
with all the ardor of an old man. 
That's a sign. Then t he wife leaves 
the crowd and with bodily motion 
cherishes the embrace of the old 
man lying on the ground. The hus­
band draws near the old man with a 

.. sad face and begs him to preserve both 
his honor and dignity in the embrace 
of his wife. Perhaps at first the old 
man failed; then the husband pleads 
greatly with many prayers, tears, 
and gifts. Then the old lover, struck 
with mercy due to so many prayers, 
tears, and gifts, holds her in a mating 
embrace. He tries greatly, but riddled 
with age and weak, he tries in vain. 
Meanwhile the husband, standing 
nearby, rejoices greatly, his honor 
and dignity preserved. One of our 
men, much more hearty and potent, 
due to his youth, this night preserved 
the honor of four husbands. 12 

As with all passages in Biddle's 
paraphrase, it is instructive to com­
pare Clark's original text. We are 
luckier than earlier observers, for 
the origina l manuscript journals 
nearly dropped out of sight and 
memory after Clark and Biddle 
died, and were only brought to light 
again just before the turn of this 
century in the archives of the Amer­
ican Philosophical Society, Philadel­
phia, where Biddle deposited them 
at the urging of Thomas Jefferson 
and the instructions of William 
Clark. The editor of the Heritage 
Press edition 13 of the Biddle work 
fina lly coupled our item, or transla­
tion of the Latin, with Clark's orig­
inal manuscript entry, and one can 
see immediately how Biddle man­
aged additional details such as the 
procedure with the female doll and 

11. Biddle/ Allen (1814 edit ion), op. cit., 1:150-
151. 

12. Ibid. 

13. Op. cit., The Journals [sic] of the Expedi­
t ion Under the Command of Capts. Lewis and 
Clark, Nicholas Biddle (Editor) with an Intro­
duction by John Bakeless, The Heritage Press, 
N.Y., 1962, 1:92-93. 
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other preliminaries. 

The additional details are probably 
explained by reference to "The Nich­
olas Biddle Notes", 14 Biddle's still­
preserved notebook of his questions 
and answers with Clark during his 
three week visit with him at Fincas­
tle, Virginia, in April 1810. This 
was a preliminary activity as he 
began the task of editing the manu­
script journals. His inquiries about 
the Indians encountered by the ex­
ploring enterprise far outweigh any 
other category, and undoubtedly 
here in the description of the fertil­
ity rite10 he obtained further infor­
mation - even if it would be passed 
on in his work in Latin.16 As Paul 
Cutright has stated: "Biddle's own 
curiosity resulted in a considerable 
fund of information about western 
Indians not found in the jour­
nals."17 

In a ddition the Latin text is in trou­
ble - either through Biddle's errors 
or (more probably) a printer 's mis­
reading. After all, Biddle can easily 
be considered extraordinary, almost 
graduating from the University of 
Pennsylvania, but having to go to 
Princeton to get a degree with high 
honors at the age of fifteen in 1801, 
since the former university felt him 
too young to take a degree. 18 In the 
18th Century, Latin reading and 
writing was a prerequisite for at­
tending college. Certainly Biddle 
was no stranger to Latin, to the 
printed or spoken word, or to pub­
lishing. At a later date h e would 
deliver a nd publish a eulogy on 
Thomas Jefferson as well as an ad­
dress delivered before the Alumni 
Association of Princeton. A clas­
sicist must emend recubante to recu­
bantis and senex vir to seni viro to 
obtain correct spellings, and some 
added commas would be helpful as 
well. i 9 Th us the sole Latin passage 
in the Biddle Lewis and Clark nar­
rative provides interesting insight 
into the composer of the statement, 
his translator, and their times. 

At last, full justice is done to Nicho­
las Biddle's Latin with translation 
a nd textual corrections for the rec­
ord. 
14. Jackson, op. cit., pp. 497-545. 

15. Ibid., p. 538. 

16. Dr. Gary E. Moulton, editor for the forth­
coming new edition of The Journals of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, Univ. of Ne­
braska Press, Lincoln (under preparation), 
conc urred in this thesis in a discussion with 
the author during the 14th Annual Meeting of 
the Foundation, Philadelphia, August 1982. 

17. Paul R. Cutright, A History of the Lewis 
and Clari< Journals, Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 
Norman, 1976. p. 59 

18. See: We Proceeded On, Vol. 6, No. 3, p. 8. 

19. See the Latin text reproduced in the box 
feature on page 21. 
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Relates to Story on Page One 

~ . 
Illustration courtesy of William Wagner and the Daily Astorian newspaper. 

Sculptor Stan Wanlass and an assistant are shown here working on the clay model 
prior to the casting of the finished bronze by the lost wax process. The finished bronze 
sculpture, including the spruce log slab base, stands 7~ feet high and weighs nearly 
2200 pounds. 

Ft. Clatsop Statue 
(can't from page 1) 
the design and instigated a pro­
gram to finance the project. Money 
was to come from the sale of 16 inch 
high bronze facsimile/ miniatures 
of the proposed life-size bronze that 
was to be eventually made a part of 
the Fort Clatsop National Memor­
ial. The castings of the 16 inch 
bronze miniatures has been limited 
to a copyrighted and numbered edi­
tion of only 300, a nd once these 
became available, the sales of these 
provided funding to proceed with 
the life-size project. To date eighty 
16 inch sculptures have been sold at 
$1050 each (effective October 1, 
1983, the price increased to $1250 
each). The name "Arrival" was giv­
en to the statue, since it relates to 
the Expedition's attainment in car­
rying out their assignment of cross­
ing the North American Continent 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

Sculptor Wanlass sees his work as a 
montage depicting the arrival of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition at the 
shore of the Pacific Ocean on the 
northwest coast at the Columbia 
River's estuary. It portrays Captain 
Meriwether Lewis standing on the 
Pacific shore, while Captain Wil­
liam Clark examines a flounder. 
The fish held in the Clatsop Indi­
an's hand is being detailed and re­
corded in Clark's field notebook. 
Scannon, the exploring party's New­
foundland dog, is included in the 
group as an interested spectator. 

The life-size bronze was cast at the 
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Wasatch Foundry, Lehi, Utah, and 
was delivered to the Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial in late August 
1983. On September 10, 1983, nearly 
500 Lewis and Clark enthusiasts 
gathered for the ceremonies and un­
veiling of the sculpture. The Crown 
Zellerbach Corporation (Northwest 
Timber Division), who have been 
helpful so many times in the past, 
supplied a unique seven foot in di­
ameter, one foot thick, 1000 pound 
slab taken from the base cut of a 
giant spruce tree. This slab which is 
now highly varnished comprises 
the base on which the statue stands 
in the lobby of the Memorial's Inter­
pretive Center building. As might 
be supposed, the statue is the sub­
ject of acclaim by all who have h ad 
the privilege of viewing it, and the 
unique base is an added conversa­
tion piece. 

The project is an example of how 
dedicated people interested in a 
worthwhile endavor can cause some­
thing important and distinctive to 
become a very permanent part of 
the interpretation of our history and 
heritage. Congratulations are in or­
der for the Fort Clatsop Historical 
Association, sculptor Wanlass, and 
to everyone who has contributed to 
the completion of this artistic treas­
ure. 

Individuals interested in acquiring 
one of the limited edition 16 inch 
miniatures of the sculpture should 
write for additional information, 
terms of purchase, and an order 
form to: Fort Clatsop Historical As-
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sociation, C/ O Fort Clatsop Nation­
al Memorial, Route 3, P.O. Box 
604-FC, Astoria, Oregon 97103. 

Membership 
Renewals 
Please Help Us 
On December 31, 1983, 256 
Foundation memberships ex­
pire. To spread out the work 
load, we will be mailing mem­
bership renewal solicitations 
late in November to about one­
third of these, or to 86 individ­
uals . We are transferring 
about one-third to January 31, 
1984 expiration, and member­
ship renewal solicitations will 
be mailed to these 85 indi vid­
uals late in December. We will 
transfer about one-third to 
February 29, 1984 expiration 
and membership renewal solici­
tations will be mailed to these 
85 individuals late in Jan­
uary. 

You will really be assisting us 
and will avoid extra expenses 
for the Foundation if your 
response and payment of dues 
is returned to us promptly. We 
do mail "Second Notices" and 
"Final Notices" soliciting re­
newals, when we have had no 
response from members. If 
members cause us to mail 
three renewal solicitation no­
tices, we would like to point 
out that the cost of the printed 
solicitation notice/ return mail­
ing envelopes, together with 
three .20¢ postage stamps, 
costs the Foundation $1.08,* 
and this amounts to sligh tly 
more than 10% of a "General 
($10.00 annual) Membership" . 
Operating expenses continue 
to increase, but with your co­
operation and prompt re­
sponse, we hope to avoid an 
increase in our dues structure. 

*When you respond promptly 
to our first (initial) member­
ship renewal solicitation, the 
Foundation's cost is only 
about .36¢. 

Thank you from the 
Foundation's Mem­
bership Committee 



A ward for Artist Quigley 

Ed Quigley, 87, Portland, Oregon, 
well known western artist and the 
designer of We Proceeded On's mast­
head is to be honored. Quigley has 
been selected to receive the 1984 
Trustees Award from the National 
Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. The award cites 
Quigley for his "Outstanding life­
time contribution to the art of the 
American West." Congratulations 
Ed Quigley. (See also, We Proceeded 
On, Vol. 1, No. 2, p. 1.) 

. . . . ~ 
,~. ·~~ 

;;,.~ \ 
Clu-istmas presents? How about an 
annual membership in the Founda­
tion which includes a subscription 
to the four quarterly issues of We 
Proceeded On. Membership appli­
cations should be directed to the 
Membership Secretary. 

Editor's Note: 
Ruth (Mrs. Lange) joins the editor in extending our thanks to the 
Foundation Awards Committee and to the Foundation membership for 
the great tribute extended us at the August 10, 1983, Fifteenth Annual 
Banquet, when we were made joint recipients of the Foundation's Dis­
tinguished Service Award. Ruth's and my energies in behalf of our 
Foundation haue been rewarded by the satisfaction that the life of the 
organization be sustained, together with the joy of the many sincere 
and dedicated friendships that we haue made during the thirteen year 
life span of the Foundation. Your many letters and cards addressed to 
us ouer the years, along with the mouing testimonial expressions made 
by President Jim Large, Vice President Bill Sherman, and Past Presi­
dent Wilbur Werner, and the presentation remarks made by Past Pres­
ident ]ruing Anderson, who acted in behalf of the Awards Committee, 
haue warmed our hearts. Your accolades and our reaction to the 
honors you haue bestowed recall for me the statement in a March 1814 
letter from Nicholas Biddle, who undertook the task of editing and 
publishing the first official paraphrase of the Captain's journals, when 
he wrote to William Clark that he was " ... content that my trouble in 
the business should be recompensed only by the pleasure which 
attended it, and also by the satisfaction of making your acquaintance 
which I shall always ualue." Again, our thanks to everyone. 

Robert E. Lange 

THE FOUNDATION NEEDS THE CONTINUED INTEREST AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF LEWIS AND CLARK 
ENTHUSIASTS ON A NATION-WIDE BASIS. WE HOPE, IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER, THAT 
YOU WILL CONSIDER LENDING YOUR SUPPORT TO THE FOUNDATION. IF YOU REQUIRE ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION, A PROSPECTUS DESCRIBING THE FOUNDATION, TOGETHER WITH A MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION, WILL BE FORWARDED PROMPTLY. ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO THE SECRETARY. 

WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals _of the Expedition: -

"this mo ming we set out early and proceeded on ... " 

" ... wind from the S. W. we proceeded on ... until 6 oCwck ... " 

" ... the fog rose thick from tlU! hollars we proceeded on ... " 

"We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some buslU!s ... " 
"We set out early proceeded on past a Island on tlU! S. Side ... " 
'~ .. cl-Ouded up . . . We proceeded on under a fine breeze . .. " 
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Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805. 

Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805. 

Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1800. 

Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806. 

Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1004. 
Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805. 
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