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Foundation's August 20-22, 1980 Twelfth Annual Meeting Program Announced 

Activities Planned in Both Omaha, Nebraska and Sioux City, Iowa 

Foundation 2nd Vice President V. 
Strode Hinds and Foundation Direc
tor Mildred Goosman and local Foun
dation members Charles and Mary 
Martin have been busy planning and 
developing the program for the forth
coming Twelfth Annual Meeting of 
the Foundation. 

Foundation members will be receiv
ing, under separate cover, the Infor
mation Packet and Registration Form 
in the very near future. Headquarters 
for the meeting will be Omaha Hilton 
Hotel, and the packet will include 
hotel accommodation and reservation 
information. 

Registration fee for the Annual Meet
ing will be $80.00, $75.00 if received by 
July 20, 1980. This will cover the 
charter bus transportation to the Jos
lyn Art Museum; the all day charter 
bus excursion (160 mile round trip) to 
Sioux City, Iowa; the luncheon at the 
Joslyn Museum's F loral Court on 
Wednesday, August 20th; the lunch
eon at the Marina Club (on the banks 
of the Missouri) in Sioux City; the 
picnic dinner at Fort Atkinson, site of 
Lewis and Clark's "Council Bluff" on 
Thursday, August 21st; the luncheon 
at the Omaha Hilton Hotel and the 
Twelfth Annual Banquet at the 
Omaha Hilton Hotel on Friday, Au
gust 22nd. The evening meal on 
Wednesday, August 20th will be no 
host, and there will be some special 
events at the Hilton Hotel that eve
ning. 

The following is a brief recapitulation 
of the program highlights which are 
rapidly taking shape: 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20TH: 
Morning: 

Registration. 
Committee Meetings. 
Busses depart for Joslyn Muse

um. 
Afternoon: 

Luncheon at Joslyn Museum 
Floral Court. 

Luncheon speakers: 
Merrill J . Mattes 
Charles W. Martin 

Joslyn Art Museum exhibits: 
"Life on the Prairie"; Bodmer 
wate1·colors; Lewis & Clark 
Map by Benjamin O'Fallon. 

Evening: 
Specia l programs to be an

nounced following no-host din
ner. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21ST: 
All day bus excursion to Sioux City, 
Iowa and return : 
Sites to be visited: Grave of explor
er, Charles Larpentuer, in prviate 
cemete~·y near Little Sioux, Iowa; 
Blackbird'5 Grave Hill, near Deca
ture, Nebr::i.ska; DeSoto Bend Nat
ural Wildlife Refuge, near Blair, 
Nebraska; Lewis and Clark 
Expedition's Sergeant Charles 
Floyd Grave and Monument, Sioux 
City, Iowa. 
Afternoon: 

Luncheon at Marina Club, Sioux 
City, Iowa 

Luncheon speaker: 
E. G. "Frenchy" Chuinard, 
M.D. 

Visit to, and program at Sergeant 
Floyd Monument 

Speaker: 
Edward Ruisch 

Evening: 
Picnic Dinner at Fort Atkinson 

Historic Park (site of Lewis and 
Clark's "Council Bluff"), at 
Fort Calhoun, Nebraska 

Evening speakers: 
Steve Kember 
Marvin F. Kivett 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22ND: 
Morning: 

Business Meeting 
Special Programs (to be an

nounced) 
Afternoon: 

Luncheon, Hilton Hotel 
Luncheon Speaker: 

William E. Farrand 
Business Meeting 
Special Programs (to be an

nounced) 
Evening: 

Twelfth Annual Banquet, Hilton 
Hotel 

Banquet speaker: 
Gary E. Moulton 

Foundation Awards: 
V. Strode Hinds, Awards Com
mittee Chairman 

Introduction of 1980-1981 Of
ficers and Directors : 
President Bob Saindon. 

Invitation to the 1981 Thirteenth 
Annual Meeting. 

The following information will fur
ther identify the speakers listed 
above: 

E. G. "Frenchy" Chuinard, M.D., is a 
past president and past director of the 
Foundation. He is Chairman of the 
Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail Com-
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President Saindon's 
Message 

On March 3, 1980, the Foundation 
suffered a serious loss with the death 
of ow· dear friend and Foundation 
Director E. E. "Boo" MacGilvra. His 
good sense of humor, interest, knowl
edge, a nd en t husiastic support of 
Foundation activities will be greatly 
missed . Our fervent prayers and sin
cere sympath y go out to his dear wife, 
Edna. And our thanks to you, Edna, 
for the generous memorial contribu
tion that you recently made to the 
Foundation. 

We are fortunate, however , to have 
among our membership such a knowl
edgeable and interested person as our 
Past President Wilbur P. Werner, who 
has graciously accepted the appoint
ment to fulfill Boa's term as Founda
tion Director. 

To you , too, Wilbur, we extend our 
most heartfelt sympathy on the pass
ing of your beloved wife, Mary. For 
those of us who had the good fortune 
of knowing her, fond memories shall 
always be with us. 

The 175th Anniversary events contin
ue along the Lewis and Clark Trail. 
There is still time to begin new activi
ties, and I encow-age all Foundation 
members to take a meaningful part in 
at least one commemorative activity 
during the remaining months. T he oc
casion of the 175 th Anniversary 
offers, especially for those of us living 
along the Trail, the opportunity to 
promote public interest in the saga of 
the Expedition. We can do this in 
many ways: We can request our local 
newspapers to run the Lewis and 
Clark Journa l entries that were writ
ten as t h e explorin g party passed 
through our areas; this could be en
hanced by reproduct ion of pho
tographs of present day scenes that 
were described in the jow·nals; local 
historical societies could be en
couraged to sponsor field trips to spe
cial sites slong t he Trail; we could en
courage the development of inte1·
pretive sites at appropriate locations 
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by lending our help to our state His
torical Preservation Offices; and we 
can remind editors of state historical 
publications that this is the l 75th An
niversary of the Expedition, and an 
ideal time for a commemorative arti
cle. 

At the encouragement of Dr. E. G. 
Chuinard, I have con tacted the Na
tional Geographic Society with a re
quest to publish a l 75th Anniversary 
article on the Lewis and Cla1·k Expe
dition. Following-up Past President 
Mitchell Doumit's earlier effort , I 
have contacted the Post Master Gen
eral reminding him of our interest in 
a l 75th Anniversary commemorative 
postage stamp to be issued in 1981. I 
have talked by telephone with Wil
liam E. Ferrand, National Park Serv
ice, Omaha Office, with reference to 
the work being done on the compre
hensive management plan for the 
Lewis and Clark Historic Trail. His 
words were encouraging and he will 
appear on our program at the 12th 
Annual Meeting to report to us. 

From telephone conversations with 
We Proceeded On Editor Bob Lange, 
I know that you will find many arti
cles in this issue of our publication 
which tell about the activities and 
commemorative events that have al
ready taken place, and those planned 
for the remainder of the year. 

T he atmosphere that will envelope 
the Foundation 's Twelfth Annual 
Meeting in Omaha, August 20-22, 
should be one of warmth and unity. 
We are fortunate to have such a his
torical setting as the Omaha-Sioux 
City area for our meeting. The hard 
work of Foundation Director Mildred 
Goosman and our Second Vice Pres
ident Strode Hinds in formulat ing a 
worthwhile meeting is reflected in the 
front page story in this issue of We 
Proceeded On. 

Are you promoting new Foundation 
memberships? If each member en
couraged just one in terested person to 
join, we will have doubled our mem
bership and in the process introduced 
hundreds of people to our fine histori
cal organization. 

Few organizations are as highly spe
cialized as ours. We have earned due 
respect for our scholarship and wil
lingness to cooperate with students, 
artists, writers, filmmakers, historical 
groups and planners. Although the 
burden of presenting these services 
falls upon a handful of our members, 
it is the financial and moral support 
of every individu a l member that 
makes the sevices of the Foundation 
possible. Your continued support is 
greatly appreciated. 

Bob Saindon, President 
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Our Beloved "Boo" Has Joined The Ages -----
1 

1980 photograph - courtesy of Owen Grinde, Montana Power Co., Butte. 

In a letter to the editor, Foundation Director Arlen "Jim" L arge wrote: "Wha t 
can we say about Boo MacGilvra? R ather narrowly, we can say that he was 
the granite base of our Foundation, and if we are strong now, it is in great 
part the result of his effort. The odd thing is, he never seemed to be making 
any effort, or to be forcing anything. He was just enjoying life, and his enjoyment 
infected us all." 

E. E. "Boo" MacGilvra, 1893 - 1980 

There has been so much written 
about "Boo" MacGilvra since h is 
passing on March third, in magazines, 
newspapers, and newspaper editorials, 
that we hardly need to repeat the ac
clamations, other than to relate his 
great interest and love of the Lewis 
and Clark adventure, a nd for the 
strength and support he gave our or
ganization. If this was his second fas
cination, and we know it was, his love 
for his adopted state of Montana was 
first and without end. 
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In a magazine article written for the 
Montana Citizen, prior to his death, 
Vivian A. Paladin, Editor Emeritus, 
Montana - The Magazine of Western 
History, concluded her dissertation 
about "Boo MacGilvra: Montanan 
For All People" by saying: 

One does not come to the end of a recital 
about the interests, accomplishments, 
personality and worth which make up the 
fabric of one such person. In Boo's case, 

(Continued on Page 4) 



MacGILVRA - Con't. 

whether you're writing about him or visit
ing him, there is always more to tell, an
other facet to explore, another story to 
relate. Boo has been called "Mr. Mon
tana" by many. He's that all right, and 
more. He represents the best that intelli
gence, education, experience and a strong 
morality tempered with humor can make 
of anyone. 

For our members who did not know 
E. E. "Boo" MacGilvra, we should say 
that he was born 86 years ago on a 
ranch near Baraboo, Wisconsin, the 
source of his nickname. He went to 
school in Baraboo and for several 
summers during his boyhood, was a 
companion of Richard T. Ringling, 
only child of Alf T. Ringling, one of 
the famous five brothers who founded 
the circus at Baraboo. The boys trav
eled with the circus, providing much 
background for MacGilvra's later 
stories. MacGilvra never lost his love 
for the circus and acquired many mo
men tos of "The Big Top". When he 
was 70, as a special compliment to 
him, he was invited to ride the circus 
train as a guest in the Ringling pri
vate car from Butte, Montana to its 
next engagement in Minnesota. 

A retired public relations executive at 
Montana Power Co., MacGilvra had 
resided in Butte since 1935. He fast 
saw Montana as a young University 
of Minnesota man touring with a 
group of fraternity brothers. With a 
degree in animal husbandry from 
Minnesota, remembering his favor
able impression of the state, he came 
to Montana in 1916 where he lived the 
rest of his life, except for service dur
ing World War I. 

Before World War I, he was engaged 
in various business interests near 
Zortman, in the Little Rockies, in
cluding mining, homesteading, ranch
ing, and the merchantile business. 
After the war, in which he served as 
an infantryman, he returned again to 
that area, eventually moving to Pol
son in 1930, where he engaged in the 
theater and ranching businesses. 
Later he was active in fostering com
mercial production of sweet cherries 
in the orchards around Flathead 
Lake. In the same area, for many 
years, he owned one of the largest 
herds of Shetland ponies in the Unit
ed States. In later years he main
tained a Shetland Pony ranch five 
miles south of Butte. 

He was elected to the Montana State 
Senate in 1932, and served for three 
sessions. He attended every session of 
the Montana Legislature, since his 
elected tenure, in one capacity or an
other. 

He was instrumental in the organiza
tion of the Montana American Le-

gion, and recently was awarded the 
60-year Legion Pin. He received his 
50-year pin in the Masonic Order sev
eral years ago. He was a co-founder 
of t he World Museum of Mining in 
Butte and The Montana Heritage 
Foundation in Helena. For over 
twenty years he h as been on the 
Board of Trustees of the Montana 
Historical Society, serving under five 
governors, and has been president of 
the Board four times. Boo was a 
member of the Masons, Elks, the 
Navy League in Butte, the Montana 
Club in Helena, the American Shet
land Pony Club, and the Montana 
Stockgrowers Association. Also, he 
helped found the Pony of the Ameri
cas Club, reflecting his life-long inter
est in the animals. 

During World War II, MacGilvra was 
part owner and operator of the Mike 
Horse Mine near Lincoln. It was the 
largest lead producer in the state and 
was second high in zinc output. It also 
yielded gold, silver, copper and cad
mium. In 1946 the mine was sold to 
the American Smelting and Refining 
Co. 

Always interested in history and the 
westward expansion of our country, 
Boo was a serious student of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. He had 
traced the exploring party's routes 
through Montana and the west, and 
was involved, with other Lewis and 
Clark enthusiasts, in locating the 286 
campsites used by the Expedition 
while traveling in Montana. 

During the life of the congressional 
Lewis and Clark Trail Commission 
(1964-1969), MacGilvra served as a 
member of the Montana State Lewis 
and Clark Committee. In 1969, when 
the Commission completed its work, 
and it was suggested that some organ
ization take over the effort begun by 
the Commission, Boo was one of thir
teen, from the eleven Trail States, 
who journeyed to St. Louis, on June 
27, 1970, for the specific purpose of or
ganizing the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation, Inc. He had 
served as a director for the Founda
tion since that time. Except for illness 
which caused him to miss the 1977 
Annual Meeting, he attended all an
nual meetings of the organization. In 
1975 he refused the nomination for 
president of the Foundation, prefer
ring to continue a long (then in the 
fifth year) project dear to his heart, 
the preservation of Beaverhead Rock, 
the geologic landmark near Dillon in 
southwest Montana, which closely 
connotates to the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. The privately owned 84 
acre landmark and adjacent land was 
about to be quarried for rip-rap for 
flood control use along the Beaver-
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head-Jefferson Rivers. Boo prevailed 
on the Montana State Legislature to 
appropriate $30,000 as matching 
money for an equal amount from the 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, and 
then testified at the condemnation 
hearings. He convinced the jury that 
the landmark had "unlimited historic 
value" and victoriously reported its 
decision that "Beaverhead Rock is 
saved! " (See also, WPO, Vol. 1, No. 
1, pp. 9-10; Vol. 1, No. 2, p. 11.) 

More recently, together with Past 
President Wilbur Werner, Cut Bank, 
Montana, he shared in underwriting 
($10 , 000) t he Founda t i o n's 
"Meriwether Lewis and Our Dog 
Scannon" bronze project (see WPO, 
Vol. 3, No. 3, p. l; Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 
16). We continue to be able to publish 
We Proceeded On because of the suc
cess of the bronze project and other 
grants which fund the production, 
printing and mailing costs for our 
quarterly publication. 

For all these activities in the interest 
of preserving the history and heritage 
of the Lewis and Clark story, and his 
contributions to making our Founda
tion what it is today, the Awards 
Committee, in 1976, honored Boo 
MacGilvra at the Annual Banquet at 
the Eighth Annual Meeting, Great 
Falls, Montana, with the title "Hon
orary Past President". Previously, in 
1972, at the Foundation's Fourth An
nual Meeting, Helena, Montana, he 
was the recipient of the Foundation's 
Award of Meritorious Achievement. 

Boo's innumerable extemporaneous 
lectures or talks about the exploring 
enterprise were usually titled: "One 
Man's Love Affair With the Lewis and 
Clark Adventure". Known for his 
story telling, he was a favorite at any 
gathering. His usual expression at his 
"vesper services" (vespers in Boo's 
lexicon meant the cocktail hour) was 
"my most pious regards" as he lifted 
his glass. A morning greeting invaria
bly was" .. . if you don't like bourbon 
and water, breakfast is over." The 
subjects of many of his stories, Vivian 
Paladin says: 

. . . always turned out to be characters 
with such colorful names as Dull Razor 
Dick (a barber), Airtight Johnson (a 
close-to-the-vest poker player), Two Dog 
Moore (a well equipped sheepherder), 
Squeaky Swede (a burly legislator with 
a high-pitched voice), and Shotgun Mag
gie (a rancher's wife whose nose tilted so 
far forward that looking at her full in the 
face was "like looking at the end of a dou
ble-barreled shotgun"). 

Unlike the unschooled buffoon or the un
savory jokester, he was not given to dash
ing off pungent sayings for their shock 
value. His "Booisms" became part of the 
fabric of his conversation, regardless of 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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the subject or the era of the event. 

Last December 23rd, the editor and 
Foundation Vice President Irving An
derson telephoned Boo to wish him a 
"happy birthday". In the course of the 
spirited conversation he admitted to 
his 86 years, but added that "I really 
don't recommend middle-age to any
one." 

MacGilvra married Edna Poitras of 
Butte, July 1, 1944. She survives, 
along with several nieces, nephews 
and a sister-in-law, Mrs. Rita Staples 
of Butte. To you, Edna MacGilvra, we 
send our heartfelt sympathies for en
during strength, as we join you in sa
voring and expanding memories of 
this warm, affectionate, and remark
able man. 

Updating Lewis & Clark 
In Recent Periodicals 

American Scholar magazine, Vol. 
XLIX, No. 1 (Winter 1979-1980), 
pages 94-101, has published an article 
titled: "Lewis and Clark Probe the 
Heart of Darkness'', by William Nich
ols . Foundation member Gary E. 
Moulton, Lincoln, Nebraska has fur
nished the review that follows: 

William Nichols, who teaches English 
at Denison University, has written an 
article that students of Lewis and 
Clark will find most interesting. Al
though he acknowledges the tributes 
paid the explorers over the years, 
Nichols discovers a "darker, more elu
sive story of failure." In fact, he con
tends that Lewis and Clark scholars 
have missed a significant aspect of the 
expedition: that there was a definite 
change during the return journey in 
regard to the discoverers' treatment 
of and attitudes toward the natives 
whom they encountered. He finds the 
Corps "resentful and impatient with 
tribal societies along the path of their 
return to civilization, even regarding 
them in rigid stereotypes." 

On the outward journey Nichols is 
impressed with accounts of the cap
tains' encounters with native Ameri
cans, especially in their ability to 
overcome a concept of "savagism." 
What makes this the more remark
able is that both men were veteran In
dian fighters. The author finds the 
contact with the Shoshoni to be the 
best example of this sort of attitude. 
Lewis was even able to understand an 
apparent broken promise of Chief Ca
meahwait because the captain appre
ciated cultural differences and tribal 
needs. Not so understanding, says 
Nichols, was the Corps after a wet 
and disagreeable winter on the Pacific 
coast. 

Nichols assertions at this point will 
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come as the greatest surprise to stu
dents of the Corps of Discovery. 
"They went out as explorers," con
tends the author; "they came back as 
imperialists, or worse." Moreover, 
"they acted like a conquering army, 
taking food from lodges by force and 
using tricks to frighten the people into 
giving them food." Nichols asserts 
that Lewis and Clark authorities have 
overlooked this change in mood. This 
writer believes the "oversight" comes 
from the lack of any real substance 
upon which to base such theories. Ac
cording to Nichols the change was 
nearly pathological and he accounts 
for the shift by guessing that it had 
something to do with the captains' 
dissappointment in not finding a 
water route to the Pacific Ocean. The 
key for Nichols is the change in atti
tude toward the natives, which he dis
covers in a long journal passage by 
Lewis which elaborates on the 
"treachery of the aborigenes of 
America." Or again when Lewis cites 
the tribes along the Columbia River 
as "the most disgusting sight I ever 
beheld . ... " Gone, for Nichols at least, 
is the detached, descriptive, and scien
tific view of the native Americans. 

Readers may want to study Nichols's 
article themselves to understand the 
basis for his thesis. Certainly, he adds 
subtleties that cannot be related in 
this brief account. But, this writer 
finds his arguments difficult to accept, 
his findings somewhat preconditioned 
by his thesis, and his conclusions un
tenable. 

Gary E. Moulton 

* * 
Two recent issues of the Missouri His
torical Society's quarterly publica
tion, The Bulletin, have contained ar
ticles of interest to Lewis and Clark 
students and enthusiasts. Written by 
Rochonne Abrams, St. Louis, the arti
cles are adaptations or excerpts from 
a full-length biographical study being 
prepared by this au th or ti tied: 
Meriwether Lewis: The Eternal Man. 
No date or publisher is indicated for 
the publication of this book, which 
the author states " .. . is to elevate 
Meriwether Lewis to his r ightful place 
in American history beside Roger Wil
liams, the Mathers, Jefferson, Adams, 
and Franklin, to be known and appre
ciated not only for his exploration, as 
significant as it was, but a lso for his 
writing and thought." The articles are 
as follows: In The Bulletin, Vol. 
XXXIV, No. 4, Part I, July 1978, 
"The Colonial Childhood of Meri
wether Lewis". In The Bulletin, Vol. 
XXXVI, No . 1, October 1979, 
"Meriwether Lewis: Two Years with 
Jefferson, the Mentor". Issues of The 
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Bulletin may be ordered from the Mis
souri Historical Society, Jefferson 
Memorial Building, St. Louis, MO 
63112. Each issue is available for $2.00 
plus postage. 

* * 

"Profiles of the American West: A 
Charbonneau Family Portrait", by 
Foundation Vice President Irving W. 
Anderson, is a feature article in The 
American West, The Magazine of 
Western History, issue for March/ 
April 1980, Vol. XVII, No. 2. Single 
copies are available and may be or
dered for $3.00 from The American 
West Publishing Co., 20380 Town 
Center Lane, Suite 160, Cupertino, 
CA 95014. 

Irving W. Anderson is perhaps best 
known to Foundation members as a 
long-time champion of Foundation 
organizational endeavors. Actually, 
his interest in the Foundation grew 
from a fascination of the sincerity of 
purpose of the Lewis and Clark Expe
dition, and a desire to join with others 
interested in guarding against apocry
pha in perpetuating the Expedition 
story. With respect to the latter, An
derson has researched documents and 
published numerous articles counter
ing long-standing myths surrounding 
the lives of two of the Expedition's 
most romantic characters - Saca
gawea and her son, Jean Baptiste 
Charbonneau. In his American West 
effort, Anderson adds a biographical 
vignette of the Expedition's inter
preter, Toussaint, to highlights of cer
tain of his earlier writings concerning 
Sacagawea and Baptiste, thus com
pleting "A Charbonneau Family Por
trait ." 

Published in a trilogy format, Ander
son's article traces sources of folklore 
and misconceptions surrounding the 
lives of each of the Charbonneaus, 
and equates these against facts con
tained in records contributed by 
various frontier contemporaries of the 
three. Discerning selection of out
standing full color illustrations by the 
magazine's editor, which depict Expe
dition events painted by the legen
dary Charles M. Russell, and contem
porary Western Americana artist 
John Clymer, are skillfully blended 
with the text of Anderson's paper. 
Foundation Members who read the 
March/ April· issue of The American 
West, will also be treated to a bit of 
serendipity when they learn of the 
gracious acknowledgement given our 
Foundation by its publishers. This 
generous gesture in promoting inter
est in our organization among The 
American West's 25,000 subscribers is 
most sincerely appreciated. 



Clark's Nutcracker - A Story About My Friends And a Bird 

At the Tenth Annual Meeting of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foun
dation at Vancouver, Washington in 
August 1978, I noticed our mutual 
friends Vic Ecklund and his wife Dot
tie; wrapping and carefully placing 

1. Dr. "Frenchy" Chuinard is a resident of 
Portland, Oregon, and a long time scholar 
and enthusiast of the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition. His recent volume Only One Man 
Died: The Medical Aspects of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, The Arthur H. Clark 
Co., 1979 (see WPO, Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 18) 
sold-out in six or seven months, and pres
ently is being printed in a second edition. 
One o.f thirteen, who gathered in St. Louis 
for the organizational meeting of the Foun
dation in 1970, he has served the organiza
tion as its second president, and as a direc
tor until 1979. He is chairman of the Oregon 
Lewis a nd C lark Trail Committee. 
" Frenchy" has been a frequent contributor 
to We Proceeded On, see WPO, Vol. 1, No. 
3, pp. 4-5; Vol. 2, No. 3, pp. 4-5; Vol. 3, No. 
2, pp. 8-9; and Vol. 5, No. 1, p. 16. 

2. Foundation members were saddened ear
lier this year t o learn of the death of Dottie 
Ecklund. For so many years Vic and Dottie 
traveled the western United States while 
Vic was engaged in trail studies for the 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. Retired for 
the past several years, Victor T. Ecklund 
was Chief, Resource Studies Division, 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Northwest 
Regional Office, Seattle, Washington. (Re
cent Department of Interior agency 
changes have seen the Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation succeeded by the Heritage Con
servation and Recreation Service.) Eck
lund received his B.S. degree in Forest Rec
reation at Colorado State University, and 
was for thirteen years Park and District 
Ranger in Olympic National Park; at 
Grand Coulee Dam National Recreation 
Area; and as Park Planner for the National 
Park Service in the Portland, Oregon field 
office. This was followed with his service 
with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
with that bureau's beginning in 1962. He 
was in charge of the study of the Lewis and 
Clark Trail for the states of Montana, 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington. This activi
ty led to the publishing by the bureau in 
1965 of the report titled: "The Lewis and 
Clark Trail: A Proposal for Development". 
In 1972 he was responsible for supervising 
the bureau's study of the Oregon Trail 
under the National Trails System Act, and 
was the BOR representative for the Nation
al Park Service's study of the Sawtooth 
Mountain Region in Idaho, as a potential 
national park. Prior to his retirement, he 
was responsible for the input from the 
states of Idaho, Oregon and Washington for 
the BOR's study of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail under the National Trail System Act, 
conducted by the BOR Mid-Continent Re
gional Office in Denver, Colorado. This 
study has now been completed. Mr. Eck
lund is a member of the Washington [State] 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee and re
sides in Bellevue, Washington. 

By E. G. Chuinard, M.D.1 

some objects in a carton, and walked 
over to visit with them. As so often 
happens when you peruse the Lewis 
and Clru·k Journals, you find some 
new delightful and interesting thing 
in them. So too, with Lewis and Clark 
friendships. 

What Vic and Dottie were arranging 
in the carton were several beautifully 
carved and painted birds, with size 
and color true to life. I asked them 
if they were ornithologists and collec
tors of these items. They modestly in
formed me that they were bird lovers 
and watchers - and that Vic was a 
wood carver of native birds and that 
Dottie painted them with life-like 
colors. They were so beautiful that I 
immediately asked them to do a 
Clark's Nutcracker for me, which I 
understood is an inhabitant of Ore
gon. After some months, the Ecklunds 
delivered a replica of a Clark's Nut
cracker to me, poised naturally on a 
section of limb-wood, as in the pho
tograph on the facing page. 

My Clark's Nutcracker has attracted 
so much attention and brought forth 
so many questions from friends, that 
I was prompted to find out more 
about this bird that I had assumed 
was a common neighbor of ours in 
Oregon. In fact, some authors have 
confused it with the common "camp 
robber" (Oregon Jay, Perisoreus ob
scurus) of the crow family, which is 
not dissimilar in appearance. 

Lewis and Clark scholaTs and buffs 
are well acquainted with the fact that 
their hero-captains prodigiously de
scribed many animals and plants ob
served along their 8000 mile explora
tion, which were previously unknown 
to science. This facet of their multiple 
accomplishments has been recorded 
exceedingly well by authors Cutright" 
and Burroughs·• in their full-length 
books and multiple articles, and by 
other writers. 

Unfortunately, the Captains' names 
are not attached to many of the 
plants and animals that priority of de
scription should have assured. Having 
had a prime interest in flowers and 
b:ees rather than animals, I have for 
years grown in our garden Lewisia re-

3. Cutright, Paul Russell; Lewis and 
Clark: Pioneering Naturalists, Univ. of Il
linois Press, Urbana, 1969. 

4. Burroughs, Raymond Darwin; The Nat
ural History of the Lewis and Clark Expe
dition, Michigan State Univ. Press, East 
Lansing, 1961. 
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diuiua Pursh (Bitterroot, Montana's 
State Flower) and Clarkia pulchella 
Pursh - two among many of the flow
ers the Captains described and to 
which their names have remained at
tached. 

Each Captain's name has survived for 
a bird described in their Journals: 
Lewis's Woodpecker (Asyndesmus 
lewis) and Clark's Nutcracker (Naci
fraga columbiana). Now that my orni
thological collection consists of a rep
lica of Clark's Nutcracker, I thought 
I should find out more about this bird 
so beautifully created by Vic and Dot
tie Ecklund. Popular articles prompt
ly lead into a confusion of question
able information. I have been told and 
have read that the Nutcracker is the 
common "camp robber" seen fre
quently along the western extent of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail. Joan Car
son5 writes of Clark's Nutcracker: 

In May of 19066 when Lewis and Clark 
were exploring the territory around the 
mouth of the Columbia River in what is 
now Washington, they collected one of 
these birds to take back with them . . . 
Captain William Clark described the bird 
as a "new species of woodpecker".' 

In this same article, Joan Carson 
states: 

Clark's Nutcracker is a bird that fre
quents the high coniferous forests of the 
mountains of southwestern Canada and 
the western United States. Breeding at 
altitudes between 5,000 and 8,000 feet, 
they range at different seasons from 
heights of 13,000 down to 3,000. 

5. Carson, Joan; "Clark's Nutcracker", in 
the Pacific Wilderness Journal, August
September 1974, p. 20. 

6. Obviously a typesetting error and should 
read "March", not May, and "1806", not 
1906! 

7. Joan Carson is confused and in error 
here. T he Expedition was in the vicinity of 
the Columbia River estuary from No
vember 7, 1805 to March 26, 1806, and at 
Fort Clatsop from December 7, 1805 to 
March 23, 1806. If Carson specifically 
meant the State of Washington (the shore
lines of both Oregon and Washington en
close the Columbia River estuary), the 
specimen, Carson says ". . . they collect
ed ... ", would have been collected between 
November 7, and 25, 1805, when the explor
ing party frequented the north (Washing
ton) shore of the estuary, and then neither 
"March" or "May" would be correct! Fur
ther, a complete and comprehensive search 
of the journals does not reveal an entry spe
cifically detailing any member of the party 
collecting a specimen of Clark's Nutcracker 
in this region, nor is there documentation, 
in Clark's journal, describing the bird as a 
" ... new species of woodpecker". 
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Victor T. Ecklund, Bellevue, Washington, displays his wood-carved reproduction of Clark's Nutcracker. (Inset) This 
fine illustration is reproduced from Gerald Snyder's In the Footsteps of Lewis and Clark, National Geographic Society, 
Washington, D.C., 1979, where it appears in color on page 141. 

If these birds range only above 3,000 
feet, how could Clark have seen one 
at the mouth of the Columbia River, 
at or near Fort Clatsop, at sea level? 

I have talked to members of the local 
Audubon Society who say that t hey 
have spotted Clark's Nutcracker in 
Oregon's Cascade Mountain Range at 
Mt. Hood Meadows (elevation 5300 
feet) and at Crater Lake National 
Park (elevation 6500 feet). They indi
cated that they had not seen the bird 
on the Oregon coast. Can the Lewis 
and Clark buff and the trained orni
thologist expect to see Clark's Nut
cracker in the lowlands of the coast 
and bordering the Columbia River? 

When discussing this subject with 
Robert E. Scott, Superintendent of 
t he N.P.S. Fort Clatsop National Me
morial (near the Columbia River es
tuary and Astoria, Oregon), Scott ad
vised that during the winter and early 
spring, and quite recently, he had ob
served a Clark's Nutcracker in the vi
cinity of Fort Clatsop. He also ad
vanced the information that he had 
seen many of these birds while he was 
stationed at Crater Lake National 
Park some years ago, and was well ac
quainted with the species, and there
fore t here was no question concerning 
his identification of the bird in this 
coastal area. Superintendent Scott in
dicated that it is not uncommon for 
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this bird to stay the year around in 
their chosen habitat at higher eleva
tions, and that rather than migrating 
great distances it probably seeks 
nearby lower valleys and on occasion 
the coastal areas, for short intervals 
in the winter season, when the snow 
pack and severe weather in the moun
tains diminishes the natural food sup
ply. 

It is not surprising that many bird 
watchers and amateur ornithologists 
would be confused, because of the 
similarity of Clark's Nutcracker with 
other birds (crows, jays, woodpeckers) 
which it resembles to a degree in ap
pearance and habits. Even Lewis and 
Clark had a problem in discerning this 
bird's identity. 

Apparently Lewis was describing 
Clark's Nutcracker for the fi rst t ime 
on August 22, 1805, when the explor
ing party were in the Bitterroot 
Mountains of present day Montana. 
He wrote: 

I saw today a species of woodpecker, 
which fed on the seeds of the pine. its 
beak and tail were white, its wings were 
black, and every other part of a dark 
brown. it was about the size of a robin.• 

8. Thwaites, Reuben G. (Editor); Original 
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion, Dodd, Mead & Co., N.Y., 1905, Vol. 
3, pp. 15-16. 
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Clark writes the same with his own 
preferred spelling and capitalization. 

T he ornithologist Alexander Wilson• 
named the bird in Clark's honor, giv
ing it the name Corvus columbianus. 
It is pictured as Plate 29 in Wilson's 
American Orinthology. Paul R. Cut
right in a letter to the author up
dates Wilson's bi.nominal nomencla
ture to Nucifraga columbiana. 
Nucifraga is Latin for Nutcracker, 
formed from nux, nucis, "nut" and 
frangere, "to break". Cutright adds 
that he has seen only one of these 
birds, when he visited Crater Lake 
National Park, Oregon, some years 
ago. 

Elliott Coues10 called the Nutcracker 
Clark's Crow, Corvus columbianus 
(Wilson's bi.nominal), and wrote that 
it's habitat was" . . . from 3000 feet up 
to the highest peaks", and described 
it as " ... restless, scurrying continu-
ously ... but not a true migrant". He 
probably chose to call it a "crow" be
cause it resembled a crow and was 
" ... noisy, harsh and discordant". 

(Continued on Page 8) 
9. For a concise personal history of Wilson 
and the reference to Clark's Nutcracker and 
Lewis's Woodpecker, see Cutright (footnote 
3, ante.) pp. 383-388. 

10. Coues, Elliott; Birds of the Northwest, 
Government Printing Office, 1874, pp. 207-
209. 



Roger Peterson" wrote of it: "Built 
like a crow, light gray body and large 
white patches in black wing and tail. 
It should be confused with no other 
birds of the high mountains if patches 
are seen". 
Ira Gabrielsen'2 usually considered 
the authority on Birds of Oregon, 
writes in his book by that title : 

DESCRIPTION. Bill cylindrical, nos
trils concealed by a tuft of feathers; wings 
long and pointed, folding to the end of 
the tail; tail little over half as long as 
wing; ta1-sus shorter than middle toe and 
claw; claws large, sharp and much 
curved. Adults: Body Ash gray, whiter on 
forehead and chin; wings black with 
white patch on secondaries; tail with 
middle feathers black, outer ones white. 

Young: Similar, but colors duller and 
uppe:r parts brownish gray; under parts 
brownish ash indistinctly barred. Length: 
[in inches] 12-13, wing 7.10-8.00, tail 5.10-
5.40. (Bailey) Nest: In conifers, usually 
8-40 feet from the ground, built of twigs 
and lined with shredded bark, dry grass, 
etc. Eggs: 3 to 5 [in a clutch], pale green, 
slightly spotted with tiny dots of brown 
and gray. 

Distribution: - General: Breeds from 
southern Alaska, Alberta, and western 
South Dakota to Lower California, Ari
zona and New Mexico. In Oregon: Regu
lar permanent resident of Blue Moun
tains [northeastern, elevations to 10,000 
feet] , Cascades [west-central, elevations 
4000 to 11,000 feet], Siskiyous [south
western, elevations to 7000 feet], Warner 
Mountains [south-central, elevations to 
7000 feet], straggling to other isolated 
ranges. Known in the Coast Range 
Mountains [western, elevations 1500 to 
4000 feet] as a straggler only. 

This striking black and white crow, 
Clark's Nutcracker, is associated in the 
minds of most of us with the timber-line 
forests of spruce and pine. There it sits 
on the treetops observing and scolding 
the intruder, eventually to take swift 
wing across a canyon or to a distant tree. 
It is a high mountain bird but also can 
be found lower down in the yellow pine 
forests and the scattered groves of juniper 
over the higher plateaus. It is an abun
dant bird in our major [Oregon] ranges, 
such as the Cascades and Blue Moun
tains, and Newberry (1857) considered it 
common in the Cascades between 4,000 
to 10,000 feet , a statement that still de
scribes its status in that region. Several 
fall specimens have been taken on Hart 
Mountain [south-central, elevation 8020 
feet], but it has not yet been recorded in 
the Steens Mountains [southeast, eleva
tions 5000 to 9000 feet]. It has been found 
a number of times on the coast of western 
Lane County [west-central, at sea level]. 
Harry Telford collected a specimen there 
on November 11, 1913. (Jewett.") 

11. Peterson, Roger Tory; A Field Guide 
t,o Western Birds, Houghton-Mifflin Co., 
Boston, 1941, pp. 199-211. 

12. Gabrielsen, Ira N. and Jewett, Stanley 
G.; Birds of Oregon, Oregon State Universi
ty, 1940, pp. 431-432. 

Captain Lewis is the only one who de
scribed the Nutcracker as having a 
white beak - my carved replica has 
a black beak. 

In summaTy, it is generally agreed 
that Clark's Nutcracker is an active 
and prolific bird which does not tend 
to hide, but makes its presence known 
to man. If the Lewis and Clark buff 
wishes to see this species which is 
named after one of his heroes, he 
should expect to find it in the high 
altitudes of the western mountain 
ranges and along the Expedition's 
Trail in Montana, Idaho, Washing
ton, and Oregon. It is possible, but un
likely, that the bird would be seen at 
the lower elevations along the Colum
bia River portion of the Trail. 

If you cannot hike or visit the higher 
elevations of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail, write to Vic Ecklund about ac
quiring a replica of Clark's Nut 
cracker! 

Author's note. I wish to express appreciation to 
Dr. Paul R. Cutright for reviewing this article 
and making corrections and suggestions. 

Washington State's New 
Interpretive Center To 
Relate To Lewis & Clark 

The Alpowai Interpretive Center, fea
turing the Lewis and Clark story and 
specifically Lewis and Clark in Wash
ington State, will be an important 
part of the Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission's Chief 
Timothy State Park.' The 126 acre 
park is nearing completion on Silcott 
Island, an island in the Snake River 
created by the Lower Granite Dam 
project of the U.S. Army Corps of En
gineers. 

The Center is to be located near the 
juncture of Alpowa Creek and the 
Snake River. The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition's journals indicate that 
the exploring party camped nearby 
during the outbound journey on Oc
tober 11, 1805, and visited the Indians 
at this location on May 4, 1806, when 
on the return journey. 

The interpretive facility will be a 
building of a12proximately 1300 square 

1. The new recreation area is named after a Nez 
Perce Indian chlef who befriended early settlers 
in the Silcott area. The park will include 66 camp
sites for recreational vehicles and tents, roads for 
bicycles and hikers, a swimming beach, picnic 
sites, a day use area, and a dock to serve both 
motorboats and sailboats. The facility will open 
to the public late in May 1980. 

-8-

feet. It will include an auditorium for 
audio-visual programs, display area, 
and an administration office. In addi
tion to the Lewis and Clark displays, 
there will be exhibits interpreting the 
relationship between the environment 
and man in this area. The visitor will 
be apprised of the geologic history of 
the area and then introduced to the 
Nez Perce Indians and their ancestors 
who frequented this region. The rela
tionship that developed between the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition and the 
Nez Perce nation will r eveal the 
friendliness shown toward the white
men by this tribe for many years after 
their contact with the exploring en
terprise. Construction of the building 
is soon to be underway, and it has 
been decided that the dedication cere
moines for the center will take place 
on October 11, 1980, the l 75th anni
versary of the Expedition's visit to 
this site, no matter what stage of con
struction the building is in. 

P lanning and development of the 
Center has been underway for some 
time (see WPO, Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 1, fn. 
1), and is the responsibility of the In
terpretive Service section of the Com
mission. Chief of Interpretive Serv
ices, Ralph H. Rudeen, (now retired, 
see story this issue of WPO, page 12) 
has been instrumental in the plan
ning, and the project is now under the 
supervision of Dick Clifton, Actin g 
Chief of Interpretive Services. As has 
been the case in other Washington 
State interpretive installations, Dick 
Clifton has been the creator and de
signer of the displays. 

With the completion of this Alpowai 
Interpretive Center in southeast 
Washington, the Washington State 
Parks and Recreation Commission is 
to be congratulated for the excep
tionally fine interpretation afforded 
the history and heritage of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition in this Center, 
the Sacajawea Interpretive Center 
near Pasco, Washington, at the con
fluence of the Snake and Columbia 
Rivers, and at the Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center at Fort Canby 
State Park and Cape Disappoint
ment, where the Expedition first 
viewed the Pacific Ocean in No
vember 1805. 

The Foundation has seen fit to honor 
these accomplishments. In October 
1976 at the dedication of the Fort 
Canby State Park, Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center, the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commis
sion was the recipient of the Founda
tion's Award of Meritorious Achieve
ment. 1976-1977 President Clarence H. 
Decker t raveled from his home in 
East Alton, Illinois, in order to make 
the presentation of the award. 
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Foundation Personality - Gary E. Moulton 

In the years to come the name Gary 
Moulton will be a familiar one to 
Lewis and Clark students and enthu
siasts. Not since Reuben Gold 
Thwaites undertook the task of edit
ing the unabridged edition of the jour
nals of the famous Expedition, shortly 
after the turn of the century, has 
funding been available for a new and 
updated edition of the complete jour
nals. In the seventy-five years since 
Thwaites' masterful endeavor, so 
many additional journal documents 
have surfaced' that it is timely now 
for publication of a new edition. 

The National Endowment For The 
Humanities provided initial funding 
to the Center for Great Plains Stud
ies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
which sponsored the new edition. In 
a "Research Grant Application Sum
mary Sheet" to NEH an interpreta
tion is provided for the project and ex
cerpts from this summary are detailed 
here: 

The following is a proposal to collect, 
edit, and publish the journals of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, including 
the journals of the two captains and four 
enlisted men, together with an atlas of 
maps produced by the expedition and a 
volume of natural history notes and other 
non-journal material .... 

An edition of ten volumes is projected, 
to be edited by Gary E. Moulton and to 
be published over a period of nine years 
by the University of Nebraska Press. 
Continued interest in Lewis and Clark 
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will give the edition a broad usefulness 
while scholars of the period will welcome 
a reliable transcription and useful anno
tation. Principal use of the funds request
ed will be for salaries, with lesser amount 
for photocopying and routine office ex
penses. Sponsors of the project are the 
University of Nebraska Center for Great 
Plains Studies, which is providing the in
stitutional cost-sharing, and the Ameri
can Philosophical Society, which holds 
most of the original documents. The proj
ect also has the official endorsement of 
the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission. 

The selection process for an editor 
was begun in 1977, with the appoint
ment of the eminent historical scholar 
Donald Jackson as a consultant to 
the Center for Great Plains Studies. 
Max D. Larsen, Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, was a lso in
volved in the appointment of an edi
tor. 

Having recently completed a four 
year project collecting and editing 
The Papers of Chief John Ross, fund
ed by the National Historical Publica
tions and Records Commission, Moul
ton applied for the editorial position 
of the Lewis and Clark Journal proj
ect. In a letter to the editor, Gary 
Moulton says: 

I saw an ad for the job as editor of the 
Lewis and Clark project in a trade jour
nal and, having completed the Ross proj
ect, hoped to be able to continue in the 
field of historical editing. I had no special 
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knowledge of Lewis and Clark but did 
have a fair background in the American 
West and particular interest in the Amer
ican Indian, with the professional creden
tials to gain expertise in the Expedition. 
My greatest assets were my abilities as 
a historical editor. 

As you know, I came to the project after 
a broad framework had been laid by Don 
Jackson. The sketch I sent earlier about 
the project [published in WPO, Vol. 5, 
No. 4, p. 17] outlined to some extent our 
objective for the Lewis and Clark project. 

Gary Moulton's vita reveals his excel
lent background and qualifications 
for his present assignment: 

EDUCATION: B.A. - Northeastern Ok
lahoma State University, Tahlequah, 
May 1968; M.A. - Oklahoma State Uni
versity, Stillwater, May 1970; Ph.D -
Oklahoma State University, July 1973. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: Edi
tor, Journals of the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition and Associate Professor of His
tory, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
1979 to present; Editor, The Papers of 
Chief John Ross - National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission, 
National Archives, Washington, D.C., 
1975-1979; Assistant Professor of History 
- Southwestern Oklahoma State Univer
sity, Weatherford, 1974-1979; Item Test 
Writer - American College Testing 
(ACT), 1975; Instructor of History -
SWOSU, 1973-1974; Instructor ~f Histo
ry - Oklahoma State University Corre
spondence, 1970-1973; Instructor of His
tory - OSU Extension, 1970-1973; 
Graduate Teaching Assistant - OSU 
Department of History, 1969-1973. 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Founda
tion; Oklahoma Historical Society; Phi 
Alpha Theta; Western Historical Associ
ation; Westerners. 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS: 
Numerous presentations to civic and 
scholarly organizations, including local 
and regional Phi Alpha Theta chapters, 
Oklahoma Heritage Association, Civil 
War Round Table, Westerners, Pi 
Gamma Mu, Oklahoma Association of 
College History Professors, and Missouri 
Valley History Conference. 

Moulton is the author of two books: 
John Ross, Cherokee Chief, Univ. of 
Georgia Press, Athens, 1978; The 
Papers of Chief John Ross, Univ. of 
Oklahoma Press, Norman, presently 
in press. Since 1974 he has contributed 
thirteen articles that have appeared 
in various journals and historical soci
ety quarterlies, four of these are pre
sently in press. He has been the au
thor of twenty-four book or periodical 
reviews (the most recent will be found 
in this issue of We Proceeded On, p. 
5). 

Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, February 
21, 1942, Gary's military duty was in 
Vietnam and Thailand from 1961 to 
1964. He and his wife Faye have three 
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children, Kim, Russell, and Luanne. 
Certainly one of the highlights of the 
12th Annual Meeting in Omaha in 
August will be Gary Moulton's ban
quet address concerning his exciting 
undertaking as editor for the new edi
tion of the Journals of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

News Notes 
Those who attended the Foundation's 
11th Annual Meeting at Glasgow, 
Montana, last August will recall the 
beautiful Lewis and Clark quilt, the 
handiwork of Foundation members in 
Montana, North Dakota, New York, 
and Nebraska, which was the subject 
of a raffle during the annual meeting. 
Foundation member Charles C. 
"Chris" Patton of Springfield, Illinois 
was the winner of the quilt and gra
ciously returned it to the Valley 
County Lewis and Clark Society 
(Glasgow and northeast Montana) 
with the suggestion that it be used for 
some future money raising endeavor. 

At the recent C . M . Russell Art Auc
tion in Great Falls, Montana, ar
rangements were made to display the 
quilt for a month prior to its being 
offered as an auction item. Bidding on 
the quilt opened at $500.00 and in
creased rapidly at fifty dollar incre
ments until it was finally awarded to 
Shirley M. Brown, Conrad, Montana 
for a bid of $1000.00. Since all but four 
of the nineteen quilt blocks were the 
work of Glasgow residents and 
members of the Valley County Lewis 
and Clark Trail Society, Shirley 
Brown has agreed to bring the quilt 
to Glasgow for the May 10th and 11th 
Hospital Guild Quilt Show. She is 
hoping that at that time she will have 
the opportunity of meeting many of 
the individuals whose craftsmanship 
developed this unique and beautiful 
quilt. (See illustration, WPO, Vol. 5, 
No. 2, p. 8; story, WPO, Vol. 5, No. 
4, p. 5.) 

* * * 
Foundation Past President (1978-
1979), and Chairman of the Washing
ton (State) Lewis and Clark Trail 
Committee, Mitchell Doumit, suf
fered a heart attack in early March. 
Hospitalization and the implant of a 
pacer was successful. "Mitch" has 
made an excellent recovery and was 
reported be returning to his law prac
tice, in Cathlamet, Washington, on a 
part-time schedule. Unfortunately, on 
April 26th, a slight stroke involving 
his left arm and leg forced his return 
to the hospital for necessary therapy. 

Book Review - A Narrative Poem 

Reviewed by Arlen J. Large1 

Damn you, Shield! 
The Indian's whipped his horse and fled. 
Why did you press on so and frighten him? 
The first we've seen! 
What did you think I waved the blanket for 
And held up trinkets for 
And then stripped up my shirt 
To show the color of my skin? 
Our very lives depend on them! 
Where is my spy glass? 
You've left it? 
Damn you, Shields! 

From Robert Edson Lee, professor of American literature at the University of 
Colorado, comes the audacious idea of telling the Lewis and Clark story in poet
ry. The author died in 1977, but his 64-page poem, THE DIALOGUES OF 
LEWIS AND CLARK, A NARRATIVE POEM, has been published postumous
ly just recently by the Colorado Associated University Press. His slender hard
cover book is certain to become a unique little jewel in the expanding Lewis 
and Clark literature. The poem is rigidly grounded in honest scholarship, and 
executed in verse that ranges in tone from the sinewy passage quoted above, 
derived from a Meriwether Lewis journal entry2 about the expedition's first 
encounter with the Shoshonis near Lemhi Pass, to a series of sensitive "imagi
nary dialogues" depicting what Lewis and Clark were saying to each other during 
the trip to the Pacific. 

Mr. Lee's poem has a typographical gimmick, and it's a good one. His invented 
thoughts and conversations of the Captains are printed in regular roman type, 
and comprise the bulk of the poem. But, as the poet's associate, Philip F. Gura, 
points out in a forward to the book," .. . in American history we have first-hand 
narratives that almost burst into poetry because of their subject matter." So, 
scattered through the poem, Mr. Lee has just lifted bodily direct quotes from 
the journals, arranging them in italicized verse form upon the page, such as 
this entry by Lewis for May 26, 1805:3 

these points of the Rocky Mountains 
were covered with snow 
and the sun shone on it 
in such a manner as to give me 
the most plain and satisfactory view. 
while I viewed these mountains 
I felt a secret pleasure 
in finding myself so near the head 
of the heretofore conceived boundless 
Missouri. 

But the author's most successful achievement is his account of episodes which 
intermix the roman-type invented "dialogues" between the Captains and the 
italicized journal quotations. Here is Mr. Lee's complete entry for what he 
thought the Captains were saying, and what they actually wrote, on May 31, 
1805, while the Expedition was struggling through the White Cliffs stretch of 
the Missouri River in present day north-central Montana:• 

Friday May 31st. 1805 

CLARK: I make it eighteen miles today. 
Eighteen hard - what is this? 

ruins of eligant buildings 
collumns 
pedestals and capitals 

(Continued on Facing Page) 

1. Jim Large, WASHINGTON, D .C., is a director of the Foundation. See also, WPO, Vol. 5, No. 1, 
pp. 8-ll; Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 14-15. 

2. See: Thwaites, Reuben G. (Editor) ; Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Dodd, 
Mead, & Co., N.Y., 1904. Reprint editions: Antiquarian Press, N.Y., 1959; Arno Press, N.Y., 1969. Volume 
2, pp. 329-331. 

3. Ibid., Volume 2, p. 79. 

4. Ibid., Volume 2, pp. 100-105. 
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LEWIS: The cliffs today. As I say, 
with the help of a little imagination 

CLARK: A little! They are rocks only. 

LEWIS: seens of visionary enchantment 

CLARK: Oh, Captain, instead put in the mud along the bank, 
The men pulling the damn boats in cold water 
Up to their armpits all the day. 
Put in that the water is swift, 
That the men's feet are raw. 
Write down that the game is scarce, 
T hat the land's a desert. 
Write that the air's so dry 
The inkstand's dried up. 
Don't write me 

seens of visionary enchantment 
When the supply of liquor is running low. 

LEWIS: You are not moved -
Oh - it is a joke. 

CLARK: Captain, I have offended you. 

·LEWIS: Oh, no. 
Yet I thought -
It will seem strange if I -

and you, 
If the two journals -

CLARK: I shall, if you like, mention buildings. 

LEWIS: History is also what we feel. 

CLARK: You seldom -

LEWIS: Please 

CLARK: I shall say 
roman tick 

But no more. 

Foundation members who can 't find THE DIALOGUES OF LEWIS AND 
CLARK in their local bookstores may order it by mail directly from the Colora
do Associated University Press, 1424 - 15th Street, Boulder, Colorado, 80309, 
with a check for $8.95. It will be a valued addition to your library. Get it. 

Book Review 

By Stephen E. Ambrose1 

Those Tremendous Mountains: The 
Story of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion. By David Freeman Hawke. 
W.W. Norton & Co., New York and 
London. Pp. 273. Illustrations. $12.95. 

"I felt My Self warm & Spoke in 
verry positive terms." William Clark, 
September 25, 1804. 

"Clark became 'warm, and spoke in 
very positive tones.'" David Freeman 
Hawke. 

" I sent Drewyer and Shields before 
this morning in order to kill some 

1. Dr. Ambrose is a professor of history at the 
University of New Orleans in Louisiana. He has 
written four volumes related to the life and ac
complishments of Dwight D. Eisenhower; a book 
on the history of the military academy at West 
Point; and several other volumes related to mili
tary history and American foreign policy. An al
most annual traveler, with his family, on some 
segment of the Lewis and Clark exploring party's 
trail, he is familiar with all t he literature written 
about the Expedition. His mongraph "Snow Con
clitions on the Lolo Trail - Some Comparisons" 
was a feature article in WPO, Vol. 4, No. 1, pp. 
12-14. Additional biographical material will be 
found in WPO, Vol. 4, No. 1, p. 12. 
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meat as neither the Indians nor our
se l ves had any thing to eat." 
Meriwether Lewis, August 16, 1805. 

"I sent Drouillard and Shields be
fore this morning in order to kill some 
meat, as neither the Indians nor our
selves had anyting to eat." David 
Freeman Hawke. 

To the Lewis and Clark purist, this 
tampering with the grammer, spelling, 
and word choices of the two captains 
is a shocking business, absolutely 
without justification. Hawke obvious
ly disagrees. He writes, "The men's 
words and their grammer have been 
scrupulously respected in all quota
tions ... but their spelling, capitaliza
tion, and punctuation have been 
made to conform to modern usage." 
Thus Clark's grizzly bear turns from 
a "verry large and turrible animal" 
into a " large and terrible animal." 
Professor Hawke (he teaches history 
at the City University of New York) 
argues that to use the original spell
ings "demeans" the two captains, 
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"making them seem less intelligent 
and informed than they were." 

The last authority who thought so 
was Elliott Coues; as Donald Jackson 
remarks in an appendix note in his 
Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expe
dition,2 "the treatment that Coues 
gave the journals has always been one 
of the minor scandals of the histori
cal profession," and adds that "it is 
difficult to forgive Coues for his dese
cration of the origin al texts." If 
Hawke had read Jackson, he might 
have saved himself from his literary 
gaffe. 

Desecration of the original texts is 
only the first of the many failures of 
this narrative. Amazingly, the jacket 
illustration is a painting of the Teton 
Range - a very nice, dramatic paint
ing, to be sure, but unfortunately no 
member of the Expedition ever saw 
the Tetons. The title claims that this 
is "The Story of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition," but it is not - it is the 
story of the journey from Wood 
River, Illinois to Idaho. The first 220 
pages of text take the Expedition 
from its inception to September, 1805; 
the final 30 pages cover the last year 
(12 of the 28 months). The Lolo Trail 
is not mentioned by name; there is 
nothing on running the rapids of the 
Columbia River; the Missouri River 
Breaks are totally ignored. In short, 
a badly balanced account. 

The bibliographic note is woefully in
complete, and includes the incredible 
statement that "Scholars rarely list 
De Voto in their bibliographies." 
Hawke is dogmatic about Lewis' 
death - he says flatly that Lewis 
killed himself - yet Vardis Fisher's 
detailed study3 of this terribly diffi
cult problem does not appear in 
Hawke's bibliography. There is an in
teresting chapter on some of the medi
cal aspects of the Expedition, but no 
mention of E.G. Chuinard's great 
work on the subject ." 

Hawke attempts a psychological anal
ysis of Lewis' supposed depression, 
searching for early signs of it during 
the Expedition. Although this is as
suredly a fascinating topic, his search 
is badly misdirected. For example, he 

(Continued on Page 12) 

2. Jackson, Donald (Editor); L etters of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, with Related Documents 
- 1783-1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, Urbana, First 
Edition 1962, pp. 673-676. (Not included in t he 
Second Edition, 1978.) 

3. Fisher, Vardis; Suicide or Murder? The 
Strange Death of Meriwether Lewis, Swallow, 
Denver, 1962. Also published in paperback by 
Sage Books (The Swallow Press), Chicago, 1970. 

4. Chuinard, Eldon G., M.D. ; Only One Man 
Died: The Medical Aspects of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, The Arthur Clark Co., Glen
dale, CA, 1979, Reviewed in WPO, Vol. 5, No. 
4, p. 18. 
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makes it appear that Lewis had insuf
ficient provocation when he struck a 
thieving Columbia River Indian by 
failing to mention how serious the 
problem of Indian stealing had be
come. 

In sum, not a book to be recom
mended to anyone, not even as an in
troductory volume for high-school 
students. Readers of WPO should 
continue to tell their friends to turn 
to Roy Appleman's National Park 
Service volume on Lewis and Clark,' 
and/ or Devoto's superb one volume 
edition of the original Journals .• 
These two books are so well done as 
to deserve to be called classics, and 
because they are so outstanding, and 
so easily available, there is simply no 
need for another general account of 
the Expedition, no matter how well 
done. Why Hawke wrote this book, 
and even more why Norton published 
it, is a mystery. 

Does this mean that all has been said 
about the Expedition that can be 
said? Obviously not. Coues once wrote 
his editor at Harper, "Once well done, 
it is done forever." Jackson com
ments, "Never quite true in the writ
ing of history, but still a goal worth 
trying for." And a goal that has been 
reached in terms of general narrative, 
and with regard to Lewis and Clark 
as naturalists (Raymond D. Bur
roughs7 and Paul R. Cutright)," as 
doctors (Chuinard),9 as geographers 
(John Logan Allen),10 and in other 
areas in dozens of articles in We Pro
ceeded On. 

But major works remain to be done. 
Neither Meriwether Lewis nor Wil
liam Clark have the full-scale, defini
tive biographies they deserve. A 
monograph on Lewis and Clark as 
military leaders is needed. A volume 
on Lewis and Clark as ethnographers 

5. Appleman, Roy E ., in collaboration with 
others and Robert G. Ferris (Series Eclitor); Lewis 
and Clark, U.S. Dept of the Interior, National 
Park Service, Government Printing Office, Wash
ington D.C., 1975. See WPO, Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 9. 

6. DeVoto, Bernard (Editor); The Journals of 
Lewis and Clark, Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 1953. 
See WPO, Vol. 1, No. 2, p. 7. 

7. Burroughs, Raymond D.; The Natural History 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Michigan 
State University Press, 1961. 

8. Cutright, Paul R.; Lewis and Clark: Pwneer
ing Naturalists, Univ. of Illinois Press, Urbana, 
1969. See WPO, Vol. 2, No. 1, p. 6; Vol. 4, No. 
1, p. 6. 

9. See footnote 4, ante. 

10. Allen, John Logan; Passage Through the 
Garden: Lewis and Clark and the Image of the 
American Northwest, Univ. of Illinois Press, Ur
bana, 1975. Reviewed in WPO, Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 
5. See also, WPO, Vol. 2, No. 3, p. 8. 

would be highly welcome - it is 
shocking that American anthro
pologists have not made more use of 
the journal's descriptions of the 
various tribes in their original, wild 
state: But a new general account of 
the Expedition, even if well done, is 
superfluous - and Hawke's book is 
not a good one. 

Dan Murphy Moves 
On To Santa Fe 
Foundation Director Dan Murphy, 
NPS, Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial, St. Louis, (see WPO, Vol. 
5, No. 3, p. 4; Vol. 5, No. 4, pp. 12-13), 
has accepted a position with the Na
tional Park Service at Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. Santa Fe is headquarters for 
the Southwest Region of the Park 
Service, and Dan will be working with 
publications throughout the region, 
as well as being the regional coordina
tor for the cooperating associations in 
37 parks. At the Jefferson Memorial, 
Dan served as History Editor for the 
Jefferson National Expansion His
torical Association, and it was be
cause of his outstanding accomplish
ments at the St. Louis facility that he 
was offered the position at Santa Fe. 
Dan's new assignment was effective 
April 7, 1980. 

In a letter to the directors of the 
JNEHA, Dan wrote: 

The fact that my wife, Pat, and I are ex
cited to be going to Santa Fe does not 
imply any pleasure at leaving St. Louis. 
We have made wonderful friends here in 
this, the city with one of the richest his
tories in the nation. And the prospects 
here are exciting: the grounds develop
ment, the Russell exhibit (true imagina
tive groundbreaking), and most of all, the 
museum for the Old Courthouse. I wish 
I could stay for that; with the continued 
commitment and imagination of 
JNEHA, the park administration and 
civic leaders, it should one day be the 
pride of St. Louis, and that in the not-to
distant future. But the time to leave has 
come, and we will watch and cheer from 
Santa Fe . .. we are still in the same busi
ness and our paths will cross again. 

Dan will be most often remembered 
for the fine text he provided for the 
collection of beautiful color pho
tography by David Muench in the 
publication Lewis and Clark: Voyage 
of Discovery, K.C. Publications, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, 1977 (see WPO, Vol. 
3, No. 2, p. 7). In a note to William 
Clark Adreon (see WPO, Vol. 3, No. 
3, p. 6) Dan Murphy wrote: "It has 
been a privilege to know you. I shall 
continue to be active with Lewis and 
Clark from Santa Fe, of course, so we 
will work together again." 
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Washington State's 
Ralph Rudeen Retires .. \l L .'.•} 
:·>i '.''t, 

. . 

-

I 
Foundation member Ralph H. Ru
deen , for over fifteen years Chief of 
Interpretive Services for the Wash
ington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission, retired March 1, 1980. 

Prior to his service with the Commis
sion, Rudeen, a graduate of the Uni
versity of Washington with a Bache
lor of Science Degree in Geology, was 
employed by the Shell Oil Company 
as a seismologist, geologist and car
tographer, in Washington, Oregon, 
California, and Alaska. 

Since 1965, and during Ralph's tenure 
and leadership with the Commission, 
the activities of his department have 
provided visitors with interpretations 
related to history, archaeology, geolo
gy, and geography at Washington 
State Parks and historic sites. 

Particularly, has this interpretation 
been associated with the history and 
travel of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion in southeast Washington State 
and along the course of, and at the 
Pacific Ocean estuary, of the Colum
bia River. 

Foundation members who attended 
the Foundation's Sixth Annual Meet
ing (Seaside, Oregon) in 1974 will re
call the visit to the Washington shore 
of the Pacific Ocean and to the site 
high atop Cape Disappointment 
where construction was about to 
begin for the splendid Lewis and 
Clark Interpretive Center. Then in 
1978, during the Foundation's Tenth 
Annual Meeting (Vancouver, Wash
ington), attendees were able to view 
the completed facility. It is certainly 
the concensus of everyone who has 
visited the Center that Ralph Rudeen 
and his associates have researched 
and created one of the finest Lewis 
and Clark interpretive installations 
in the nation at Cape Disappoint
ment.' 

(Continued - Facing Page) 

1. See WPO, Vol. 1, No. 2, p. l; Vol l, No. 4, 
p. 3; Vol. 2, No. 4, pp. 1, 3, and·4. 
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In 1978, the Sacajawea Interpretive 
Center, at Washington State's Saca
jawea State Park near Pasco (Frank
lin County), Washington was com
pleted. The park is located at the 
confluence of the Snake and Colum
bia Rivers, a site of great importance 
to the history of southeast Washing
ton State.2 

Presently under construction and due 
for completion this fall to commemo
rate the l 75th anniversary of the Ex
pedition's entrance into Washington 
State, is the new Alpowai Interpretive 
Center at Chief Timothy State Park, 
six miles west of Clarkston in south
east Washington State.3 

Other Lewis and Clark related sites 
along the route of the exploring enter
prise have been appropriately marked 
and connotated.4 

In 1977, at the Foundation's Ninth 
Annual Meeting, St. Cha1·les, Mis
souri, Ralph Rudeen was a recipient 
of the Foundation's Award of Meri
torious Achievement (see WPO, Vol. 
3, No. 4, p. 7). 

In addition to serving on committees 
for the national Foundation, Ralph 
has served through the years as Exec
utive Secretary for the Washington 
(State) Lewis and Clark Trail Com
mittee. 

Some 125 friends and associates hon
ored Ralph at a February 28th Retire
ment Party. On March 4th, he and 
Mrs. Rudeen ("Jacky") departed on a 
two week tour of Australia. Now back 
in his familiar Washington State, we 
are looking for more Lewis and Clark 
activities from Ralph in private life. 
His friends in the Foundation wish 
him a long and happy retirement. 

2. See WPO, Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 1. 

3 . This state park is situated on Silcott Island 
in the Snake River. See also page 8, t his issue 
of WPO. 

4. Such as: the marker at Lewis and Clark Trail 
Park near Waitsburg and Huntsville ; the Drouil
lard Marker (see WPO, Vol. 1, No. 1, P. 10 and 
Vol. 5, No. 2, p. 15) at Lyons Ferry State Park 
near Raparia; the m arker a t Chinook Point near 
Chinook; and related exhibits at the museum at 
Fort Columbia State Park near Chinook. 

Editor's Note: 
We would like to include in each issue 
of WPO, news items detailing current 
or forthcoming activities related to 
the Lewis and Clark Expedit ion in 
each of the eleven trail states, or for 
that matter, any activity anywhere 
that would be of in terest to members 
and readers. To accomplish this, we 
must rely on our D irectors, their des
ignated reporters, and other Lewis 
and Clark enthusiasts, to provide us 
with this information . We would be 
pleased to hear from you. 
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Lewis & Clark Name Given To 50 Year Old Bridge 
Washington State Honors Captains As A Tribute 
To 175th Anniversary of Expedition's Achievement 

Washington State Senator Don L. Talley, Kelso, Cowlitz County, Washington, 
watches Washington State Governor Dixy Lee Ray sign State Senate Bill No. 
3219 into law, which reads in part: ''An Act Relating to the commemoration 
of the 175th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark Expedition . .. 

"In commemoration of the 175th anniversary of captains Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark's epic journey from Wood River, Illinois, to Cape Disappoint
ment, Washington, and to fully honor the expedition's passing the present loca
tion of the city of Longview, Washington, in November 1805, and to couple 
this commemoration with the dedication [50 years ago] of the bridge from Long
view, Washington, to Rainier, Oregon, on March 29, 1930, the official name 
of this bridge is changed from the Longview-Columbia River Bridge to the Lewis 
and Clark Bridge." 

The legislation passed a committee hearing 17-0, and the State Senate voted 
47-0 to adopt the name change, followed by unanimous approval by the State 
House of Representatives. 

Foundation Secretary Hazel Bain, who also serves as secretary for the Washing
ton State Lewis and Clark Trail Committee, spear-headed the request to local 
state legislators Talley, Marsh, Henry, Odegaard and von Reichbauer to intro
duce and sponsor the legislation. Hazel testified at the committee hearing as 
did Ralph H. Rudeen, now retired as Chief of Interpretive Services for the Wash
ington State Parks and Recreation Commission, and also Executive Secretary 
for the state Lewis and Clark Trail Committee. 

The official renaming ceremony and celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
bridge's original dedication is an event planned for Sunday, July 6, 1980. Pic
tures of the 1.6 mile (1200 feet center cantilever) span which rises above the 
waters of the Columbia River 210 feet, together with details of the special July 
6th ceremonies will appear in the July issue of We Proceeded On. 

.i, 

~-
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Poor Charbonneau! Was He As Incompetent 
As The Journals/Narratives Make Him Out To Be? 

By Robert E. Lange1 

So severe has been the criticism of Toussaint Charbonneau in much of the literatUl·e about the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
that we might well consider some appraisals of the grand old man of the frontier and fur trade that are less disparaging! 

''If millions of words have been written about the leaders of the expedition, only a few less have been printed 
about Sacajawea, 2 the bird woman. But few of her admirers could name her husband. In fact there is almost 
a legend that she was a frontier Madonna without husband or other earthly attributes. 

"Doubtless there were days when she wished this were true, for she was married to one of the less noble characters 
on the Missouri, the Frenchman Toussiant Charbonneau. 

"The record is neither clear nor uncontested. There are those who refer to Charbonneau as one of the half-breeds 
who roamed over the western fur lands. Others say with equal surety, that he was a Frenchman from Montreal, 
and evidence is strongly in their favor. 

"Some would have Charbonneau a harmless, simpleminded, and friendly squaw man, capable enough if he were 
not asked too much, but a nonentity nevertheless. 

"At the other extreme is Charbonneau the panderer, boaster, liar, brawler, coward, wife-beater, and wife trader, 
a foul minded and useless bit of frontier scum whom Lewis and Clark tolerated solely for the purpose of acquiring 
the services of his newest and youngest wife, Sacajawea. 

''This last is patently a fiction, because Charbonneau 'wished to hire as an interpriter' on Sunday, November 
4, 1805,3 and Sacajawea did not become his wife until February 8, 1805;" nor is there any evidence that Charbonneau 
had any plans for marriage in November. 

"Obviously, it is too late now to ascertain the whole truth about Charbonneau, but we may say that he was almost 
certainly a Frenchman from Montreal born about 1758, of medium height and heavily built, with brown eyes, 
a swarthy skin, and a face adorned with a huge mustache ... 

''When Lewis and Clark hired him, he was in his early forties .... " 

From Breeds and Half-Breeds, by Gordon Speck, Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., N.Y., 1969, pp. 96-97. Speck's volume 
of 361 pages provides extensive biographical material about Toussaint Charbonneau, comp1ising pages 96-148. 

Author Speck tells of Charbonneau 's 
early activities in 1793-1794, long be
fore Lewis and Clark. He was with the 
Canadian traders who had formed an 
organization called the North West 
Company, and was master at their 
Fort Pine on the Assiniboine River, 
near present Carberry, Manitoba, 
Canada. This was a far outpost and 
it served the local Gros Ventres and 
the Mandans some twelve days tramp 
from the post. Speck observes: 

1. Fifth president of the Foundation. Editor, We 
Proceeded On. 

2. The editor has previously indicated WPO's 
policy with regard to the spelling of the Indian 
woman's name. See WPO, Vol. 1, No. 4, p. 4. Au
thor Speck prefers the spelling "Sacajawea" in 
lieu of "Sacagawea". We make no editorial a lter
ation of the author's spelling. However, in the 
editor's text the spelling will appear "Saca
gawea". See also, WPO, Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 10. 

3. Thwaites, Reuben G.; Original Journals of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, Dodd, Mead & Co., 
N.Y., 1904. Vol 1, p. 217. 

4. This is not a correct statement, since there is 
absolutely no documentation in.any of the Expe
dition's journals relating to a marriage ceremony 
three days prior to Baptiste's (Pomp's) birthdate. 
We assume that author Speck's source is from 
an ambiguous footnote in Grace Hebard's Saca· 
jawea .. . , Arthur Clark Co., Glendale, CA, 1933, 
p. 49, or from the text of The Missouri, by Stanley 
Vestal, Ferrar & Rinehart, Inc., N.Y., 1945, p. 248. 
Vestal may have sourced from Hebard! 

That Charbonneau held this small com
ma nd argues that he was not considered 
an incompetent. 

No one has been as virulent and de
meaning of the unfortunate French
man than Dr. E lliott Coues, who in 
1893 edited and annotated the 1814 
Biddle/ Allen narrative based on the 
journals of the Expedition.' His vol
umes abound in derogatory footnotes 
about Charbonneau, and many writ
ers and editors in their discourses con
cerning the exploring enterprise have 
repeated his often humerous criti
cisms. 

Invariably we have the story of the 
terrifying experience of May 14, 1805,6 

when one of the Expedition's boats 
was nearly swamped in a sudden 
squall. Charbonneau happened to be 
at the helm (in lieu of Drouillard) and 
failed dismally to respond to th e 
emergency. In bis journal for this 
date, Lewis wrote: 

Charbono cannot swim and is perhaps 

5. Coues, Elliott; History of the Expedition 
Under the Command of Lewis and Clark .... , 
Francis P. Harper, N.Y., 1893. 

6. The exploring party on this date was ascending 
the Missouri, and were near that river's con
fluence with the Musselshell River in today's 
northeastern Montana. 
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the most timid waterman in the world .. . 
Charbono still crying to his god for 
mercy, had not yet recollected the rudder, 
nor could the repeated orders of the 
Bowsrnan, Cruzat, bring him to his recol
lection untill he threatened to shoot him 
instantly if he did not take hold of the 
rudder and do his duty.7 

The Captain added that it was the 
good conduct of Cruzatte, the E xpedi
tion's chief waterman, that saved the 
craft and her cargo, and eventually 
brought the nearly submerged craft to 
shore. He also observed that there 
were two others on board, who like 
Charbonneau, could not swim ... 

... and who of course must have also 
parished had the perogue gone to the bot
tom.• 

It is in Clark's journal that we learn 
of Sacagawea's presence on board the 
endangered vessel, and of her cool 
headed action as ... 

... the articles which floated out [of the 
boat] was nearly all caught by the Squar 
who was in the rear. This accident had 
like to have cost us dearly; for in this 
perogue were embarked our papers, In
struments, books, medicine, a great por-

7. Op. cit., Thwaites, Vol. 2, pp. 34-35. 

8. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 35. 
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tion of our merchandize, and in short al
most every article indispensibly necessary 
to further the views, and insure the suc
cess of the enterprize ... • 

Dr. Coues footnoted his documen
tation of this episode as follows: 

We may hope, for the credit of Saca
jawea's feminine instincts, that she 
viewed the survival of her lord and legal 
owner with emotions unmixed. 

Sacajawea's conduct on this occasion is 
to be admired in itself, as well as by con
trast with that craven French apology for 
a male.10 

Author Speck softens the blow and 
the uncomplimentary text of Coues, 
and writes as follows: 

This episode is one of those always cited 
to prove Charbonneau a coward. It is a 
picturesque interpretation of an unchal
lenged occurence, but it does not present 
very good historical balance. Certain im
portant items are generally omitted: Ser
geant Ordway, not a man to hide his opin
ions, says little more about the accident 
than that the pirogue was hit by a squall 
and turned on her side, with no particular 
imputation of guilt; Toussaint Charbon
neau, like the majority of his fellow 
Frenchmen, could not swim, and to fall 
in any water deeper than his head meant 
almost certain drowning; and perhaps 
most important, it was as much a psy
chological truism then as now that every 
human being has an area of paralyzing 
fear peculiar to his own ego. It may be 
great heights, or battle, or fire. 

For Charbonneau it was water. It held 
a mortal terror for him which he was as 
powerless to resist as many a better man 
has been unable to combat the panic of 
fire." 

On June 2, 1805,'2 when Drouillard 
and Charbonneau were surprised by 
a grizzly bear, there is another oppor
tunity to make the Frenchman out a 
coward. The angry bear chose to 
chase after Charbonneau, who ran as 
fast as he could while firing his gun 
into the all:, and he finally hid in a 
thicket, leaving the task of killing the 
bear to Drouillard. Of this episode 
Speck has this to say: 

Here again no one disputes the facts, but 
their interpretation may be questioned. 
Charbonneau's customary weapon was a 
knife; he was a poor shot and seldom car
ried a gun, one authority saying that he 
never did.13 Furthermore, climbing a tree 
or hiding were accepted defenses against 
grizzlies .. . . and Sergeant Ordway tells 

9. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 37. 

10. Op. cit., Coues, Vol. l, pp. 310-311, Fn. 28 and 
29. 

11. Op. cit., Speck, p. 109. 

12. The Expedition had just arrived at the mouth 
of the Marias River in north central Montana. 

13. Luttig, John C.; Journal of a Fur Trading 
Expedition on the Upper Missouri, 1812-1813, 
edited by Stella Drumm, Missouri Historical So
ciety, 1920. In 1964 reprint eclition, p. 38. 
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how six of his hunters once wounded a 
brown bear, far less dangerous than a 
grizzly, whereupon it chased two of the 
hunters into a canoe while a third jumped 
into the river to escape - and no one ac
cused them of cowardice. 

Now, all this is not to say that Charbon
neau was a noble and fearless frontiers
man. But neither was he an abject cow
ard. If he feared more things than some 
men, by the very token it took a larger 
measure of bravery just to endure the 
day-by-day dangers of the American 
frontier. •·•. 

Dr. Coues' most pointed ridicule and 
verbage outburst concerning Tous
saint Charbonneau appears in a foot
note, and it is almost incomprehensi
ble that he reverts to such sarcasm! 
Although involved in the incident, 
Clark's journal does not document 
the happening. Lewis's journal entry 
for July 26, 1805, reports the sickness 
that had been plaguing Clark for sev
eral days, and that there had been a 
water accident on the Jefferson Fork 
of the Missouri near an island. -

... here Charbono was very near being 
swept away by the current and cannot 
swim, Capt. C. however risqued him[self] 
and saved his life.15• 

Dr. Coues' annotation regarding this 
incident reads as follows: 

On most occasions Captain Clark showed 
himself possessed of rare judgement and 
fortitude. Today, however, he was not up 
to the mark, and the cowardly wife-beat
ing tenderfoot still lived. The latter may 
serve to remind one regretfully of the 
boy's definition of "amphibious", as 
something that could not live on land and 
died in the water.••. 

In his text Gordon Speck again comes 
to the Frenchman's defense with this 
statement: 

"Tenderfoot'', indeed! Toussaint Char
bonneau had already lived many years 
among the Indians and was the undisput
ed dean of the interpretive-expatriates on 
the upper Missouri. Whatever he was, he 
was no "tenderfoot"." 

When Coues refers to Charbonneau 
as a "wife-beater" in the previously 
cited quotation, this was the har
bringer of a footnote that appeared 
subsequently and was dii:ectly con
nected to the August 14, 1805, inci
dent which both Captains document 
ed. Lewis wrote: 

. .. this evening Charbono struck his indi
an Woman for which Capt. C. gave him 
a severe repremand.18 

Clark's journal entry reads: 

14. Op. cit., Speck, p. 109 

15. Op. cit., Thwaites, Vol. 2, p. 237. 

16. Op. cit., Coues, Vol. 2, p. 442, Fn. 30. 

17. Op. cit., Speck, p. 11, Fn. 

18. Op. Cit., Thwaites, Vol. 2, p. 348. 
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I checked our interpreter for Stricking his 
woman at their dinner.'" 

Coues' footnote elaborates on the 
Biddle/ Allen journal narrative and 
the original journal of Clark with this 
text: 

Charboneau develops today as a wife
beater, exactly as was to have been ex
pected of such an errant coward.20 • 

It is generally agreed by historians 
that the commanders hired Charbon
neau, with the title of "Interpreter" 
because of his Indian wife Saca
gawea's Shoshone ancestry and the 
location of her people in the western 
mountains. They knew that she 
would have the ability to com
municate with these natives, and 
therefore would help them barter for 
the much needed horses for the cross
ing of the Bitterroot Mountains. 

If Charbonneau ser ved them as an in
terpreter, the journals reveal that the 
Frenchman found service with the 
Expedition in a variety of other as
signments. There are journal entries 
that refer to his services as a cook, 
and in one of these Captain Lewis 
refers to him as " ... our wrighthand 
cook Charbono ... ",21 and proceeds to 
extol his white pudding, the "boudin 
(poudingue) Blanc", and to describe 
this dish as: 

... this pudding we all esteem one of the 
great delicacies of the forrest.22 

Made like a kind of sausage using buf
falo gut and meat, the recipe detailed 
in Lewis's journal does not have a 
great deal of appeal!'~ On July 3, 1805, 
the Captain laments: 

... the Indians have informed us that we 
should shortly leave the buffaloe 
[country] ... and at all events the white 
puddings will be irretrievably lost and 
Sharbono [will be] out of imployment.24 

Other duties to which he was assigned 
appear to be as messenger, camp 
tender, guard duty, searcher for lost 
or strayed horses, and on one occasion 
Captain Lewis indicates that he gave 
Charbonneau some articles and 
directed him to trade for, or purchase 
a horse for Sacagawea.25 There are 
other references to Charbonneau pur
chasing horses.26 The journals would 
tend to confirm Speck's statement 
(ante) that he was not adept with fire 

19. Ibid., p. 349. 

20. Op. cit., Coues, Vol. 2, p. 497, Fn. 17. 

21. Op. cit., Thwaites, Vol. 2, p. 15. 

22. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 15. 

23. Ibid., Vol. 2, pp. 15-16. 

24. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 207 

25. Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 28. 

26. Ibid., Vol. 4, pp. 2l)4, 314, 316, 319; Vol. 7, 
p. 143. 



Courtesy of the Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebrask a. 

Though we have no authentic portrait of Toussaint Charbonneau, the circumstances related 
to Swi.ss artist Karl Bodmer's aquatint reproduced above i,s thought to include the figure 
of Charbonneau. The locak of the scene is at Fort Clark (present North Dakota) on the 
Missouri River. In 1833, Prince Maximilian of Wied (Germany) was on a private expedition 
through the region with the arti.st Bodmer in his party. Toussaint Charbonneau, well into 
hi,s seventies, is the only interpreter of record at the fort at that time. Although Bodmer 
provided no identification for the figures in his aquatint, it is probable that the gesturing 
interpreter, just to ·the right of center, is Toussaint Charbonneau presenting the Prince 
and his party to the Minnetaree Indians. 

arms, since we seldom find him docu
mented as one of a hunting party. 

It seems somewhat strange that, not 
withstanding Lewis's documentation 
transcribed previously, together with 
the other references in the journals of 
both Captains as to the duties as
signed to and performed by Charbon
neau, Lewis's official appraisal of the 
Frenchman is somewhat uncompli
mentary. On January 15, 1807, Lewis 
forwarded to the Secretary of War, 
Henry H. Dearborn, a transmittal 
which he titled: "A Roll of the Men 
Who Accompanied Captains Lewis 
and Clarke [sic] on Their Late Tour 
to the Pacific Ocean .. ., showing their 
rank, with some remarks on their re
spective merits and services." In this 
document, under the column marked 
"Rank" he shows the classification 
"Interpreter", and in his "Remarks" 
column, we have the text: 

A man of no peculiar [particular] merit; 
was useful as an interpreter only, in 
which capacity he discharged his duties 
with good faith, from the moment of our 
departure from the Mandans, on the 7th 
of April, 1805, until our return to that 
place in August last, and received as com
pensation, 25 dollars per month, while in 
service.27 

Of the many years of Charbonneau's 
life in our early west, Gordon Speck 
says it so well: 

27. Ibid., Vol. 7, p. 359; Jackson, Donald (Editor), 
Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, with 
Related Documents, 1783-1854, Univ. of Illinois 
Press, 1962; second edition, 1979; p. 369. 

Toussaint Charbonneau: perhaps the 
first white man to Jive in the Mandan
Minnitaree towns, associated with the 
earliest traders at Pembina - Lewis and 
Clark, Sacaj awea, Auguste Chouteau, 
Brackenridge, Luttig, Manuel Lisa, Jules 
de Mun, Kearny, Prince Paul, Colonel 
Leavenworth, General Atkinson, Max
millian, John J acob Astor, "the Libera
tor", Larpentuer, Pilcher - every name 
important to the Missouri prairies. 

The old Frenchman knew and served 
them a ll.'" 

In his volume, Letters of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, with Related 
Documents, 1783-1854,29 Donald Jack
son writes: 

It is perhaps unfair to expect Charbon
neau to perform as a hero simply because 
he was hired out to a heroic troupe. And 
when in 1839 he limps into the Indian Af
fairs office in St. Louis, penniless and 
"tottering under the infirmities of 80 
winters'', he becomes a sympathetic char
acter at last. "30 

We have 1839 documentation regard
ing Toussaint Charbonneau. Joshua 
Pilcher, the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, who succeeded William Clark 
in 1838, wrote to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs as follows: 

... Toussaint Charbonneau, the late 
Mandan Interpreter, arrived here from 

28. Op . cit., Speck, p. 148 

29. University of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1962, sec
ond edition 1979. 

3-0. Op. cit., Jackson, in a note following Letter 
205, p. 316. 
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the Madnan Village, a distance of 1600 
miles, and came into the office, tottering 
under the infirmities of 80 winters, with
out a dollar to support him, to ask what 
appeared to me to be nothing more than 
just, and I accordingly have paid his sala
ry as Interpreter for the Mandan sub
agency, for the 1st & 2nd quarters of this 
year ... This man has been a faithful ser
vant of the government - though in a 
humble capacity. He figured conspicu
ously in the expedition of Lewis and 
Clark to the Pacific, and rendered much 
service. For the last fifteen years, he has 
been employed as the Government inter
preter at the Ma ndans, and never re
ceived notice of the intention of the 
department to dispense with his services, 
until sometime in July, in consequence 
of the remote situation of the post. Under 
these circumstances I thought, and still 
think it bu t right that he should be paid, 
and believe it will meet your sanction ... 31 

Donald Jackson reproduces the 
Pilcher letter in his volume, and in his 
note states that documents in the Na
tional Archives indicate that "Ap
parent ly the payment to Charbon
neau was allowed. "32 

Many scholars of the early west have 
attempted to ascertain the exact date 
and place of Charbonneau's death. 

A document found among the papers 
of trapper-fur trader A. W. Sublette33 

indicates that he was dead by 1843. 
This a " promissor y note" which 
reads: 

I promise to pay J. B. Charbonno" the 
Sum of Three hundred and twenty dol
lars, as soon as I dospose [sic] of land 
Claimed by him said Charbonno from the 
estate of his deceased Father. St. Louis 
Augt 14, 1843. 

[Signed] Francis Pinsonea u [Seal] 

Lastly, Gordon Speck writes: 

And just perhaps out there somewhere on 
those prairies where the buffalo bulls no 
longer stomp and roar but where the long, 
lean coyote still cries across the snow -
just perhaps, we say - the soul of old 
Charbonneau still wanders M issouri 
trails." 

31. Ibid., p. 648. 

32. Ibid., in a note following Letter 409, p. 649. 

33. Sublette Papers, Missouri Historical Society, 
St. Louis. 

34. J ean Baptiste Charbonneau, son of Toussaint 
Charbonneau and Sacagawea. 

35. Op. cit., Speck, p. 148. 

Editor's note: In addition to the references cited 
in the footnotes, the reader will find other bio
graphical data relating to Toussaint Charbon
neau as follows: Op. cit., (Fn. 13), Drumm, in the 
1964 reprint edition, Argosy-Antiquarian, Ltd., 
"Appendix" pp. 135-141; Wheeler, Olin D ., The 
T rail of Lewis and Clark, 1804-1904, G. P . Put
nam's Sons, N .Y., Vol. 1, pp. 130-134; Abel, Annie 
Heloise (Editor), Chardon's Journal at Fort 
Clark, Pierre, S.D., 1932, pp. 276-282; Hafen, 
Leroy R., In Volume IX, The Mountain Men and 
the Fur T rade of the Far West, Arthur H. Clark 
Co. Glendale, CA, 1972, pp. 53-62; Hebard, Grace 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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R., Sacajawea - A guide and interpreter of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, with an account of 
the travels of Toussaint Charbonneau, and of 
Jean Baptiste, the expedition papoose, Arthur H. 
Clark Co., Glendale, CA, 1933, Chapter II, pp. 
87-107. Ottoson, Dennis R., "Toussaint Charbon
neau, a Most Durable Man", in South Dakota 
History, Vol. 6, No. 2, Spring 1976, pp. 152-185. 
Anderson, Irving W ., "Profiles of the American 
West - A Charbonneau Family Portrait", in The 
American W est, Vol. XVII, No. 2, March/ April 
1980, pp. 4-13. 

175th Anniversary 
Postal Covers 
The second Commemorative Postal 
Cover (envelope) in a series of covers 
commemorating the 175th anniver
sary of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion was cancelled at Mandan, North 
Dakota on April 7, 1980. It was on 
April 7, 1805, that the Expedition 
departed Fort Mandan, their 1804-
1805 winter establishment, and con
tinued their westward journey as
cending the Missouri River. 

On May 14, 1979, the first of the series 
of covers was cancelled at Wood 
River, Illinois, in commemoration of 
the exploring party's departure from 
that place in 1804. One of these covers 
was a gratuity in the registration 
packet for attendees at the August 
1979 Annual Meeting at Glasgow, 
Montana. See also, WPO, Vol. 5, No. 
4, p . 20. 

A third cover will be cancelled next 
March (1981) to commemorate Lewis 
and Clark's departure from their 
winter establishment at Fort Clatsop, 
near present day Astoria, Oregon. 
They began thei.i· return journey to 
the United States on March 23, 1806. 

To commemorate the Expedition's re
turn to St. Louis on September 23, 
1806, the fourth 175th anniversary 
cover will be cancelled on that date 
in 1981 at the St. Louis Post Office. 

The April 7th Fort Mandan Covers 
are available for $3.00 each from the 
Valley County Lewis and Clark Trail 
Society, P.O. Box 481, Glasgow, MT 
59230. Only 150 of these covers were 
cancelled, and the better cancella
tions will be made available on a first 
come, first served basis. 

Information about the availability of 
the Oregon and St. Louis, Missouri 
cancelled covers will be forthcoming, 
together with information concerning 
other commemorative covers· planned 
for Expedition events that took place 
within the state of Montana. 
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The Editor and the Founda
tion's Publications Committee 
welcome manuscripts dealing 
with the many aspects of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition for 
publication in We Proceeded 
On. 

Manuscripts (typewritten-dou
ble spaced) may be forwarded to 
the Editor or to any member of 
the Publications Committee 
(addresses are listed in the Pub
lisher's Plate on page 2). As a 
non-profit entity, neither the 
Foundation nor We Proceeded 
On, is in a position to offer hon
orariums for published manu
scripts. Contributors will re
ceive ten copies of the issue in 
which their article is published. 

Governor Proclaims 17 5th 

Photograph by Fritzi Chuinard 

The Honorable Victor Atiyeh, Gover
nor of Oregon, signs a statement re
lated to the observation of the 175th 
Anniversary of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. E. G. "Frenchy" Chuin
ard, M.D. , chairman of the Oregon 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee, 
was present for this event on April 7, 
1980, one hundred and seventy-five 
years after the Expedition started 
westward from their Fort Mandan 
(near present Washburn, North Da
kota) on that date in 1805. 

Governor Atiyeh's statement conclud
ed with this paragraph: 

"Therefore, as Governor, I hereby 
proclaim 1980 as the 175th Anniver
sary of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion to Oregon, and call upon all Ore
gonians to reffirm with appreciation 
an awareness of that Expedition's 
place and contribution to the history 
of our state." 
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Dickenson Is New 
Director For NPS 

Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. 
Andrus has appointed Russell E . 
Dickenson as Director of the Nation
al Park Service. Dickenson leaves his 
post and friends in Idaho, Washington 
and Oregon, where he has been Direc
tor of NPS' Pacific Northwest Region, 
since December 1975. When discuss
ing the appointment, Andrus said: 

In his 33 years with the National Park 
Service, Russ Dickenson has demon
strated all the qualities that are most 
needed today to lead that outstanding or
ganization. He has solid experience in 
both rural and urban parks. He's an 'old 
pro' who can be expected to inspire confi
dence among co-workers and those con
cerned with the future of our great Na
tional Park system. 

Dickenson was Deputy Director of 
the Service, based in Washington, 
D.C., from 1973 to 1975, and served 
as Director of the Service's National 
Capital Region from 1969 to 1973. His 
earlier assignments included service 
as a ranger, chief ranger and superin
tendent at NPS installations in Okla
homa, Arizona, Texas, Montana, 
Wyoming, and Utah . In 1967, 
Dickenson was transferred to the 
Service's Washington Office as Chief 
of New Area Studies and Master 
Planning. 

In 1972, Dickenson was presented the 
Distinguished Service Award, the 
highest honor for an Interior Depart
ment Employee, this, for his work in 
urban park management and for pro
gram innovations. 

=::~-e77 . /) 
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Emory Strong, 1903-1980 

As We Proceeded On is in final 
preparation for our press, we have 
just learned of the death, May 12th, 
of Foundation member Emory Strong 
of Skamania, Washington. A refoed 
Registered Professional Engineer, 
Emory gave his recent years to ar
chaeology and the study of the histo
ry of the great Columbia River, which 
provided the way for Lewis and Clark, 
once they conquered the Bitterroot 
Mountains. Emory had a deep inter
est in, and was an outstanding au
thority regarding, the famous Expedi
tion's travel in this region. He and 
Mrs. (Ruth) Strong had located and 
visited every campsite used by the ex
ploring party along the Columbia. 
Ruth's interest in the botany of the 
Expedition complimented Emory's 

(Continued on Page 18) 



Visit To Sergeant Floyd Monument 

12th Annual Meeting Event 

' 

Photograph by Gary Anderson, Sioux City Journal 

In May 1960 the Floyd Monument, Sioux City, Iowa, was designated a Regis
tered Historic Landmark, the first such landmark to be so registered. Sergeant 
Charles Floyd of the Lewis and Clark Expedition was the first American Soldier 
to die west of the Mississippi River. Floyd died on August 20, 1804, when the 
exploring party was in the vicinity of present day Sioux City, Iowa. The only 
casualty experienced during the long course of the Expedition, it is medically 
reasonable that he died of an attack of acute appendicitis.' Captain Clark 
wrote: "We buried him on the top of the bluff l/2 Mile below a Small river to 
which we gave his name,2 he was buried with the Honors of War much lamented, 
a seeder post with the name Sergeant C. Floyd died 20th day of August 1804, 
was fixed at the head of his grave. "3 

Registrants for the Foundation's 12th Annual Meeting will visit the monument 
on August 21, 1980. The story of the several relocations of Floyd's grave, as 
a result of the M issouri River's unpredictable meanderings, and the construction 
of the present 100-foot high obelisk, which stands on Floyd's Bluff some 125 
feet above the river, will be a feature of this visit. The monument was completed 
and dedicated on May 30, 1901.4 

1. For additional biographical information and the details of the Sergeant's death, see Chuina rd, E. 
G., Only One Man Died: The Medical Aspects of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, The Arthur H. 
Clark Co., Glendale, CA, 1969, pp. 228-243. 

2. The name Floyd River has persisted. This Iowa waterway has its origin near Sheldon and Sanborn, 
and Hows in a southwest direction through Alton and Le Mars to its confluence with the Missouri 
near downtown Sioux City (a distance of nearly 90 miles). Its course through Sioux City proper is 
contained in the Floyd River Flood Control Channel wh.ich was completed in 1966. 

3. T hwaites, Reuben G. (Editor), Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Dodd, Mead 
& Co., N .Y., 1904, Vol. 1, p. 114. 

4. See also: WPO, Vol. 4, No. 3, pp. 6-10; WPO, Vol. 6, No 1, pp. 5-7. 
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STRONG - Can't from P. 17 
study of the explor ing en terprise. 
Both had a great love for the ou t
doors, were o u tsta ndin g pho
tographers, and were in demand as 
lecturern on subjects related to their 
historical and botanical in terests. 

Emory Strong was the author of two 
books : Stone Age on the Columbia, 
1959, and Stone Age in the Great 
Basin, 1969. He frequently contrib
uted articles to archaeological maga
zines, and was the co-author with 
Ruth Strong of an article published 
in We Proceeded On (July 1979, Vol. 
5, No. 3). 

Additional biographical information 
will be found in We Proceeded On, 
Vol. 4, No. 2, May 1978, "Foundation 
Personalities: Emory and Ruth Hill 
Strong". Foundation members join 
the Editor in extending their heartfelt 
sympathy and love to Ruth Strong. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Continued from P. 1 
mittee, and the author of Only One 
Man Died: The Medical A spects of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, now 
in a second printing by The Arthur 
H. Clark Co. 
William E. Farrand, National Park 
Service, Omaha, Nebraska, is Coor
dinator of Rivers and Trails Project. 

Merril J. Mattes is an author and his
torical consultant, and is a retired 
National Park Service Historian. 

Charles W. Martin is a Board Member 
and Past President of the Nebraska 
State Historical Society. 

Gary E. Moulton is a t present the edi
tor for a new edition of The Journals 
of Lewis and Clark. See WPO, "Per
sonality Feature'', this issue, page 00. 

Edward Ruisch is a former director of 
the Foundation and a cha1·ter member 
of the Foundation, being one of thir
teen individuals who met in St. Louis, 
Missouri, for the organizational meet
ing of the Foundation, in 1970. 

Other speakers for the "Special Pro
grams" indicated on the tentative 
program will be: 

Gar y Garabrandt, Ranger-Historian, 
Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Steve Kemper, Superintendent, Fort 
Atkinson State Pai·k, Fort Calhoun, 
Nebraska. 

Marvin F. Kivett, Director of the Ne
braska State Historical Society. 

W. Raymond Wood, Professor, 
Department of Anthropology and Ar
chaeology, University of Missouri, Co
lumbia. 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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Featured speakers' and interpretive 
speakers' subjects will appear in the 
tentative program in the forthcoming 
mailing and on the official program 
for the Annual Meeting. 

News Note 

"Somethings Productions", an educa
tional film and audiovisual produc
tion company, Monmouth, Oregon, is 
preparing for a major retracing of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail beginning th is 
fall and again during March through 
September in 1981. 

A l 75th Lewis and Clark anniversary 
project, the company will begin their 
trip at Orofino, Idaho, the locale of 
the Expedition's 1805 canoe construc
tion camp, on October 7th, the date 
the exploring party departed the 
canoe camp, and will proceed to de
scend the Clearwater River to its 
junction with the Snake River at 
Lewist on , Id a ho and Clarkston, 
Washington. Traveling downstream 
on the Snake and Columbia Rivers, 
they intend to arrive at Fort Clatsop, 
on the Expedition 's arrival date, De
cember 7th. The 1980 journey will be 
a day by day travel project traversing 
the same segments of the route, on 
the same dates, and camping as nearly 
as possible each night at the exploring 
party's campsites (because of control 
dams and hydro-electric power facili
ties this may not always be possible). 
In 1981, they will depart Fort Clatsop 
on the Expedit ion 's 1806 departure 
date, March 23rd, and retrace the en
t ire route to St. Louis, Missouri, 
where, if all goes well, they will arrive 
on September 23rd, the date the party 
returned to St. Louis. 

The organization made a trial run last 
year (October 7 to December 7, 1979) 
and report that it was an excellent ex
perience. The party will consist of five 
individuals. F. Scott Roberts, the 
firm's president will take the part of 
Captain Lewis. The part of William 
Clark will be portrayed by Gene 
Downs of Monmouth, Oregon, and 
Jena Purdy, Salem, Oregon will take 
the part of Sacagawea. They will dress 
in authentic costumes for the filming 
sequences. The other two individuals 
will be Scott Robert's brother, Ray 
Roberts, Norman, Oklahoma, a geolo
gist for an Oklahoma City firm, and 
Carol Phillips, a Monmouth historian. 
The latter together with Ms. Purdy 
will operate a motorized safety boat, 
while Scott Roberts and Gene Downs 
travel by canoe. The job of cooking 
will be shared by the entire group. 
The company estimates that the cost 
of food, fuel for the safety boat, and 
othe r supplies will t otal about 
$6000.00 for the 1980-1981 project. 
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Visit to Joslyn Art Museum 12th Annual Meeting Event 

Photograph courtesy Joslyn Art Museum 

Joslyn Memorial Art Museum stands as a living tribute to the philanthropy of Mr. and 
Mrs. George A. Joslyn and their concern for the citizens of the city in which they made 
their fortunes. It is estimated that they gave more than $7,000,000 for Omaha, Nebraska 
community projects, the largest of which is the magnificent Art Museum with its auditoriums 
and exhibition galleries. George A. Joslyn (1848-1916) and Sarah H. Joslyn (1851-1940) 
were natives of Vermont and came to Omaha in 1879. Mr. Joslyn went to work for the 
Western Newspaper Union. He served as president of the organization from 1896 until 
his death in 1916, and in that period the Union grew into one of the largest newspaper 
service organizations in the world. 

After her husband died, Mrs. Joslyn devoted herself to creating a memorial which would 
perpetuate their shared interests in music and art. The cultural center's cost was over 
$3,000,000 for building and grounds, and construction was completed and the facility open 
on November 29, 1931. 

Of special interest to members of the Foundation attending the August Annual Meeting 
will be the visit to the museum to view the major portions of the Maximilian-Bodmer Collec
tion (see WPO, Vol. 6, No. l, p. 0). The collection includes 427 original watercolors, drawings 
and engravings of Karl Bodmer; the original documents of Prince Maximilian, including 
his diaries, contracts, account books, map and handwritten texts for the "Travel Book'', 
which are more extensive than the printed edition and contain much unpublished material; 
first editions of Maximilian's Travels in the Interior of North America, the German, French 
and English editions; and metal engraving plates from which Bodmer's original color plates 
were made - these plates are extremely valuable since the original "Travel Books" and 
"Atlases" were in limited editions. Included in the collection are personal properties of 
Prince Maximilian: his gun, knapsack and powder pouch which he carried on his expedi
tion; 16 drawings and watercolors by the Prince; oil painting of the Prince, his brother 
and valet; photographs of the Prince in later life; and nearly 90 reference books on North 
America collected by Maximilian, including several first editions by such explorers as Lewis 
and Clark, Sir John Franklin, Paul Kane, and Alexander Humboldt. 

Other art collections depicting life on the North American frontier are prevalent at Joslyn. 
Three years after the Maximilian-Bodmer Expedition, and 33 years after the Lewis and 
Clark exploring enterprise, Alfred Jacob Miller (1810-1874), a young American artist, ac
companied the explorer, William Drummond Stewart, who was leading a caravan for the 
American Fur Company to a rendezvous with trappers on the Green River (present day 
western Wyoming). Traversing today's Nebraska and the Wind River mountain area of 
Wyoming, the party continued on west to Fort Laramie, following the north fork of the 
Platte River to the Rockies. Along the way, Miller produced sketches and watercolors 
which are now some of the finest illustrations of our land before the great westward popula
tion movements began. The Miller Collection of paintings and sketches was acquired, as 
was the Maxtmilian-Bodmer Collection, by the Northern Natural Gas Company of Omaha, 
and was assigned to the Joslyn Art Museum for permanent display. Another unique collec
tion titled "A rtists of the Western Frontier", includes 86 works by 37 artists and spans 
a 100 year period beginning in the 1820s. These works, focusing on the fur-trade, explorers, 
gold seekers; new settlements, army posts and Indian wars; freighting caravans, cattle 
drives and the railroads, are by prominent artist and illustrators as well as lesser-knowns, 
who not only depict the historical and visual scenes, but also the social attitudes of the 
times. 
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The Gravesite Of The Expedition's Alexander Hamilton Willard 

By Wilbur Hoffman 1 

From the March 11, 1865 issue of the Sacramento Union newspaper are extracted these excerpts from Alexander Willard's Obituary: 

"Death of a Historical Veteran - Alexander Willard, a native of New Hampshire, died at his residence on the Lower Stockton 
road, in Sacramento county, on the 6th of March [1865], at the advanced age of eighty-eight years. He was, perhaps, the last 
survivor' of the exploring party sent out by President Thomas Jefferson, under Captain Meriwether Lewis, for the purpose of 
discovering the course and sources of the Missouri River, on the acquisition of [the] Louisiana [Territo1y]. He started with the 
company in the Spring of 1804, returning with them in 1806, sharing the toils, dangers and hardships incident to so perilous 
a journey, and is very favorably mentioned in the report of Lewis and Clark for his valuable services as a skillful gunsmith' 
and fo r his boldness, interpidity and endurance during the trip ... Willard left a widow, aged seventy-eight, to whom he was 
married fifty- eight years; four sons and two daughters, in California, besides grandchildren and great-grandchildren. His remains 
were interred in the burying-ground at Georgetown [later Franklin] in Sacramento county, to which place they were followed 
by a large concourse of friends and neighbors, by whom he was respected and beloved in life." 

Olin D. Wheeler in his The Trail of Lewis and Clark, 1804-1904, G. P. Putnam's Sons, N. Y., 1904 (reprint edition 1926), Volume 
1, page 122-124, includes considerable biographical material related to the Expedition's Alexander Willard, and from this is tran
scribed, in part, the following: 

" ... He was another of the 'young men from Kentucky' who joined Lewis and Clark . . . After the return of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, Willard settled near St. Louis. He removed for a time to Illinois, but soon returned to Missouri. Willard maintained 
his · connection with Captain (General) Clark, and was a personal friend and neighbor of his at St. Louis for several years . . . 
Willard married Miss Eleanor McDonald in 1807, it is said, and had a large family, being the father of seven sons and five 
daughters [contradicts the obituary, supra]. One son was named after Lewis and another after Clark ... In 1824 Willard settled 
near Platteville, Wisconsin, and remained there until 1852, when he followed some of his family who had gone to California in 
1849. He crossed the plains with ox teams in the good old-fashioned way, and located in the Sacramento Valley ... at the time 
of his death Willard counted twelve children, fifty grandchildren, and thirty great-grandchildren . . . Willard is said to have been 
both a skillful gunsmith and blacksmith, and he may have been the unknown blacksmith at Fort Mandan . . . Willard is said 
to have kept a journal of the exploration which was accidentally destroyed. If this is so, it may settle the question as to who 
was the seventh individual who kept a journal, mentioned in the Lewis and Clark narrative." 

In a flat, rustic region fifteen miles 
southwest of Sacramento, California, 
a few miles north of where the Valley 
of the San Joaquin merges into the 
lower Sacramento Valley, is a small 
cemetery dating back to California's 
gold rush era. It serves a populated 
rural area and the hamlet of Franklin. 
In this serene, tree-shaded setting lies 
the body of Alexander Hamilton Wil
lard, who was next to the last survivor 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
His wife, to whom he had been mar
ried fift;-eight years, and two of his 
children share the same plot. 

According to his obituary in the Sac
ramento Union of March 11, 1865, 
Willard and his family emigrated to 
California in 1852. At that time he 
was seventy-four, an indication that 

1. Foundation member Willard Hoffman and his 
wife, Ruth, reside in Yuba City, California (com
muting distance from Sacramento). Willard is a 
retired educator, having taught for many years 
on the senior high school and junior college level 
in Sacramento, where he instructed literature, 
grammer, writing, and on occasion history. In ad
di.tion to an A.B. from the University of Washing
ton, he has a M.A. in History from the California 
State University, Sacramento, and an M.A. in 
English froin the University of Idaho. Since retir
ing Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman have traveled in 
Europe and to many historical sites in the west
\lrD United States. Wilbur Hoffman has done 
some writing for publication. 

2. Sergeant Patrick Gass outlived Alexander Wil
lard. Gass died in 1870, aged 99 years, and was 
the last surviving member of the exploring party. 
See We Proceeded On, Vol. 6, No. l, p. 16, Fn. 
1. 
3. Also, often referred to as a blacksmith. See bio
graphical material excerpted from Wheeler in 
Box Feature, supra. 

this staunch and hardy member of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition still re
tained a spirit of adventure and an in
difference to hardship. A journey to 
California in 1852 was not for the 
weak nor the timid. 

He and his family settled on farm 
land in Franklin (also called George
town a t that time). Long-time resi
dents point to where Willard's land 
was located. They believe that Wil
lard also followed the trade of black
smith and gunsmith. Franklin was a 
stagecoach stop on the route to 
Stockton, California. Since stages 
usually changed teams at these stops, 
services of a blacksmith were un
doubtedly in demand. 

Willard's obituary states that he en
listed in the United States Army in 
1798 during the so-called undeclared 
war with France. But the "war" was 
brief with fighting restricted to a few 
skirmishes at sea, so he was soon mus
tered out. In 1811 Willard engaged in 
the wars waged by Tecumseh. And 
the obituary continues, " ... was se
lected for his courage, perseverance, 
and sagacity by General Clark• to 
convey dispatches from St. Lewis to 
Prairie du Chien, which services he 
ably and faithfully performed with 
much suffering and many hairbreadth 
escapes .. . " 

The gravesite consists of a weather-

4. In 1811 William Clark held a commission as 
a Brigadier-General of Militia (a commission dat
ing back to March 12, 1807), as well as the title 
of Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Louisiana 
Territory. 
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beaten, moss-covered, marble pylon; 
an upright stone g:ravemarker; and a 
bronze plaque. On three sides of the 
pylon are hewn the following names: 
Alexander Willard, died March 6, 
1865, aged 87 years; C. D. Crawford 
died March 7, 1857, aged 38 years, 
daughter of A and E Willard; Elea
nor, wife of A. Willard, died June 1, 
1868, aged (not readable). The stone 
gravemarker records the following 
words: Roland R. Willard, died June 
11, 1859, aged 43 years. Roland R. Wil
lard was undoubtedly a son of Alex
ander Hamilton Willard. 

Between the pylon and the stone 
gravemarker, lies the bronze plaque 
placed there in 1957 by the State Soci
ety Daughters of Founders and Patri
ots of America. Inscribed are these 
words: 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON WIL
LARD 
Born, Charleston, N.H., Aug. 24, 
1778; Died, Franklin, Mar. 6, 1865; 
Last Surviving Member of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition.5 He 
Kept a Journal6 and Gave Valuable 
Service as a Gunsmith.7 

In a quiet dignity, Alexander Hamil
ton Willard spent his last years in 
what was then a remote area and that 
still seems an isolated area. Upon his 
death, the obituary reads, "His re
mains were interred in the burying
ground ... to which place they were 
5. See footnote 2, supra. 
6. See biographical material excerpted from 
Wheeler in Box Feature, supra. 
7. See footnote 3, supra. 
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Photographs by Wilbur Hoffman 

The Willard family gravesite is located in a cemetery 
near Franklin, California. The marble pylon on the left 
has inscriptions on three faces (see text). In the center 
is the bronze plaque described in the text. The stone 
gravemarker is thought to commemorate one of Alex
ander Willard's sons. 

followed by a large concourse of 
friends and neighbors, by whom he 
was respected and beloved in life." 

Author's note: In addit ion to the sources cited 
in the footnotes, additional info rmation has been 
made available by: Mrs. Bernice Gallup, Editor, 
Elk Graue Citizen, Elk Grove, Californ ia; Mr. 
Henry Kloss, former Supervisor of Sacramento 
County, Franklin, Cali fornia; and from the files 
of the Sacramento Union. 

Annual Meeting 
Recapitulation 

A frequent question directed to Foun
dation "old t imers" and to the editor 
at the Glasgow annual meeting last 
August was: " If this is the Founda
tion's E levent h Annual Meeting, 
where have the previous ten meetings 
been held?" We respond with the in
format ion that follows: 

Organizational Meeting, St. Louis, 
Missouri, June 27, 1970, attendance 
thirteen. 

Second Annual Meeting, Bismarck, 
North Dakota, November 5-6, 1970, 
attendance forty-eight. 

Third Annual Meeting, Sioux City, 
Iowa, August 20-21, 1971, attendance 
twenty-five. 

Fourth Annual Meeting, Helena, 
Montana, August 9-11, 1972, attend
ance seventy-eight. 

Fifth Annual Meeting, St. Louis, Mis
souri, August 21-24, 1973, attendance 
thirty-five. 

Sixth Annual Meeting, Seaside, Ore
gon, August 11-15, 1974, attendance 
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one hundred-three. 

Seventh Annual Meeting, Bismarck, 
North Dakota, August 10-13, 1975, at
tendance eighty-one. 

Eighth Annual Meeting, Great Falls, 
Montana, August 15-18, 1976, at
tendance one hundred-seven. 

Ninth Annual Meeting, St. ChaTles, 
Missouri, August 14-17, 1977, attend
ance ninety-one. 

Tenth Annual Meeting, Vancouver, 
Washington, August 13-16, 1978, at
tendance ninety. 

Eleventh Annual Meeting, Glasgow, 
Montana, August 12-15, 1979, at
tendance ninety-six. 

Updating Lewis & Clark 
In Recent Periodicals 
In the curren t issue of A Squawl of 
Wind (Vol. 4, No. 4, Spring 1980), the 
publicat ion of the Valley County 
Lewis and Clark Trail Society, the 
publication 's editor, Bob Saindon, 
provides an in teresting observation 
concerning Reuben Thwaites' editing 
of the Original J ournals of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, published in 
1904. Saindon points out that Thwaites 
did not publish, for one reason or an
other, all of the original manuscript 
material available to him at the Li
brary of the American Philosophical 
Society in Philadelphia. 

Some reference to these omissions are 
mentioned by Thwaites. Also, it 
should be noted that the American 
Philosophical Society has acquired 
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some Lewis and Clark manuscript 
material since the time of Thwaites. 

Saindon was able to preview these un
published Lewis and Clark manu
scripts, since he has been graciously 
afforded access to them by Dr. Gary 
Moulton, who is working on a new 
edition of The Journals of Lewis and 
Clark (see page 00, this issue of WPO 
and WPO, Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 18). 

With referen ce to the Milk River 
which joins the Missolll'i River in 
northeast Montana, editor Saindon 
has published in A Squawl of Wind 
an excerpt from "Lewis's Summary 
View of Rivers and Creeks, etc.", 
which Thwaites published in his Vol. 
VI, p. 53, together with the text of 
Clark's unpublished manuscript on 
the same subject ("Clark's Summary 
Statement of Rivers, Creeks, and 
Most Remarkable Places"), which is 
not included in the section by this 
title in Thwaites' Volume VI. Sain
don's annotations of the two "data" 
entries would indicate that Clark's 
unpublished manuscript reveals four 
differences or additions to the geo
graphical information concerning the 
Milk River not detailed in Thwaites' 
published transcript of Lewis's 
"data". 

A limited number of single issues of 
A Squaw[ of Wind are available free 
of charge. Address your requests and 
enclose a self addressed size 10 
stamped envelope to P.O. Box 481, 
Glasgow, MT 59230. 



Lewis And Clark Nature Trail Dedicated in Oregon State Park 
An importan t even t related to the ob
servance of the l 75th anniversary of 
the Lewis and Clark E xpedition was 
the dedication of the Lewis and Clark 
Nature Trail a t Oregon's Lewis and 
Clark Sta te Park. The park is located 
on the east bank of the Sandy (the 
E xpedit ion 's " Quicksa nd") River , 
about 15 miles east of Portland on In
terstate 84 (previously BON). 

Six years ago, members of the Oregon 
Lewis and Clark T rail Committee, 
with the enthusiastic leadership of 
Co mmitt e e Ch a irm a n E . G. 
"Frenchy" Chuinard, met a t the park 
to survey the feasibility of creating a 
Lewis and Clark Nature Trail, along 
which would be planted specimens of 
a ll the flora which the Expedit ion 's 
journals record and which grow in 
Oregon. A proposal was made to the 
Oregon State Parks and Recreation 
Branch to accomplish this and re
ceived its approval. 

Under the super vision of Roger Mack
aness, a member of the Oregon Lewis 
and Clark Trail Committee, and a 
landscape architect, the project with 
the active participation of the Oregon 
Highway Division's Par/is and R ecre
ation Branch and the United States 
Forest Service, is off to a good start. 

As a part-time instru ct or a t the 
Springda le (Oregon) Job Corps 
Center, Mackaness has enlisted stu
dents to perform some phases of the 
work. Volunteering time to act as 
"Super visor of Trail Development", 
the trail has been cleared and grav
eled, and construction so as to per 
mit t ransit by handicapped people. 
Soils from various areas along the Co
lumbia River suitable for plants in 
t h eir n a tive h a bitat have bee n 
brought in for the various plan ting 
areas by the Oregon Parks and R ecre
ation Branch. An attractive routed 
sign with an appropriate legend has 
been erected at the beginning of the 
Nature T rail, and around its base is 
a planting of Oregon Grape (Berberis 

Photographs by Roy J. Beadle 
David G. Talbot, Superintendent of Oregon 
State Parks, spoke about the history of 
Lewis and Clark State Park and about the 
Oregon Parhs and Recreation Branch's in
terest in the Lewis and Clark Nature Trail, 
particularly about the "volunteerism" 
aspects of the project. 

Photograph by Roy J . Beadle 

The Honorable Victor Atiyeh, Governor of 
Oregon, addressed an assembly of some 250 
individua ls wh o gathered at Oregon's 
Lewis and Clark State Park fo r the dedica
tion and p review of the Lewis and Clark 
Nature Trail under construction in the 
Parh. 
aquifolium), a plant observed and de
scribed in the Expedition 's journals 
and native t o this region.1 

Numerous planting areas have been 
ident ified along the Trail, in which 
plants of similar growth habits will be 
placed. These plant ing areas have 
been "adopted" by garden clubs, civic 
groups, historical societies, corporate 
entities, and educational institutions, 
with each group being responsible for 
preparing, planting, and maintaining 
its area. An identification system will 
be used for each plan t, which will give 
the scien tific, Indian and common 
name, and t he date and location 
where the Captains or members of the 
Expedition found or described it. Ref
erence will be made if the plant found 
use in the Indian's and white ma n's 
cultures. Each adopted planting area 
will be identified with the name of the 
organization or group which has un
dertaken the responsibility for the 
planting and maintenance of the area. 
Twenty-four groups or organizations 
have already adopted an area on the 
Trail, and the Sta te Parks and Recre-
1. Berberis aquifolium, commonly called Oregon 
Grape, was designated the Oregon State Flower 
by the Oregon Legisla ture in 1899. 

During the dedication program, Governor 
Atiyeh presented a certificate titled Expres
sion of Appreciation. Bearing the Gover
nor's signature and the April 26, 1980 date, 
the certificate reads: "To E . G. Chuinard 
- For His Unique Contribution to the Cul
tural Enrichment of this R egion as a Schol
arly Yet Dynamic Proclaimer of the Lewis 
and Clark Story." 
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a tion Branch and the Oregon Lewis 
and Clark Trail Committee are most 
appreciative of the organizations list
ed here: 
City of Troutdale Park Department 
Troutdale Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Columbia Gorge Garden Club 
Mount Hood Community College 
Portland General E lectric Co. 
National Spina l Cord Injury Foundation, 

Oregon Trail Chapter 
Lewis and Clark College 
Crown Point Historical Society 
Columbia River Gorge Kiwanis Club 
Native Plant Society of Oregon, Portland, 

Oregon Chapter 
Native Plant Society of Oregon, 

Mid-Columbia Chapter 
Oregon Lewis and Clar k Heritage Founda-

tion 
Boy Scouts of America 
Men's Garden Club of Portland 
Kiwanis Club of Troutdale 
Portland Garden Club 
Western Forestry Center 
Gresham Historical Society 
Souwester Garden Club of Seaside, Oregon 
Gresham, Oregon J aycees 
Powell Valley Garden Club 
Rotary Club of Gresham 
Columbia Grange 
Landscape Gardeners Association 

When the Honorable Governor Victor 
Atiyeh made his Inaugural Address 
on J anuary 8, 1979, he m ade this 
statement: 

"If the people of Oregon can take to 
their hearts the age-old concept of 
volunteerism, . .. we can improve the 
quality of life in Oregon, and we can 
grow as a community ... At this be
ginning .. . we must seize the exciting 
opportunity given to us. Let it begin 
with a promise and a challenge." 

Certainly, t he development of the 
L ewis and Clark N ature Trail a t 
Lewis and Clark S tate Park, is a chal
lenge to the participating organiza
tions and an example of the "volun
teerism " of which Governor Atiyeh 
spoke. Likewise, it is an accomplish
men t of note for the observance of the 
175th Anniversary of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

Roger Mackaness, a member of the Oregon 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee, and the 
committees' "Sup ervisor of Nature Trail 
Development", sp oke about the progress of 
the Nature Trail up to the present time, and 
the development of the planting areas, 
which is to tahe p lace during the coming 
weehs and months by the various organiza
tions who have adopted the twenty-four 
planting areas along the Trail. 
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April 26, 1980 - Nature Trail Dedication Program 

Master of Ceremonies E.G. Chuinard M.D., Chairman 
Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail Committee 

History of the Lewis and Clark State Park 
David Talbot, Superintendent of Oregon 
State Parks 

Dedication of the Lewis and Clark Nature Trail 
The Honorable Victor Atiyeh, 
Governor of Oregon 

Plan of the Trail of Trail Development Roger Mackaness, Supervisor 
Educational Challenge Dr. R. Stephen Nicholson 

President, Mt. Hood Community College 

Recreational Challenge Kevin Hansen, National 
Spinal Cord Injury Foundation, 
Oregon Trail Chapter 

Invitation to walk the Lewis and Clark Nature Trail 

HONORED GUESTS 

Pat Amadeo, Assistant to Governor Atiyeh 
Al Myers, Mayor of Gresham, Oregon 
Robert M. Sturges, Mayor of Troutdale, Oregon 
Oregon State Parks: Franks Stiles, Ken Lucas 
U.S. Forest Service: District Ranger Gene Zimmerman, 

David Summers, Cathy Harold, Foreman, Young Adult 
Conservation Corps and Crew Members 

Portland Job Corps: Center Director John Crosby, Lany Denny, Gregory 
Brown, Agri-Business Students 

Mt. Hood Community College: Robert Wesley, Lurel Hall, Paul Sunset 

Montana, Idaho and Oregon Turn to Captain 
Lewis's Botany For Naming State Flowers 
It is of interest that the State Flowers of three of the eleven Trail States relate to 
plants described and collected by Captain Meriwether Lewis. 

The Bitterroot or Rock Rose Lewisia rediviva was named the State Flower of Montana 
by the Montana Legislature in 1895. It is a deciduous plant, low growing in rocky soil 
or loose gravelly slopes, at elevations of 2500 to 6000 feet in the mountains of British 
Columbia, Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona, and east to the Rocky Mountains 
of New Mexico, Colorado, and Montana. It flowers with a pink or rose colored blossom 
from April through July. It is called Bittenoot because of its bitter taste. Historically 
the plants have been a foodsource for Indians of the mountainous west. Lewis's journal 
for August 22, 1805, makes mention of several roots eaten by the Indians, and Elliott 
Coues (II, p. 543, Fn. 1) suspects that one of these was Bitten-oot . After the Expedition, 
plants were successfully grown from a dried specimen brought back to Philadelphia 
by Captain Lewis. The Bitterroot Mountains and Valley in western Montana take their 
name from the profusion of this plant in those regions. 

Lewis's Syringa or Lewis Mock Orange Philadelphus lewissi was designated the State 
Flower of Idaho, in 1931. It is a low shrub with a small white flower having a sweet 
orange blossom scent. It flowers for several weeks in the late spring and is found in 
the mountains and valleys of western North America. Lewis collected a specimen on 
May 6, 1806, when the party was on the return journey on the Clearwater (their "Koos
kooskee") River in present day northern Idaho. The community of Syringa, Idaho, is 
located about 23 miles south and east of Kamiah on Route 12, and not far from the 
Expedition's Lolo Trail route. 

Oregon Grape Berberis aquifolium was named the State Flower of Oregon in 1899. Lewis 
states that it " .. . resembles the plant common to many parts of the U'States called 
the mountain holley." The plant grows from two to six feet high and is found at moderate 
elevations west of the Cascade and Sierra Nevada crests from British Columbia to central 
California. It is easily recognized by its leathery, holly-like, evergreen leaves which consist 
of 11 to 21 spiny leaflets. A bright yellow-gold flower appears in May and June, and 
later in the summer small purple grape-like berries are produced which may be sweetened 
with sugar and taste very much like the real wild grape. The Indians are reported to 
have made use of the dried yellow stems as a dye. Lewis described the plant in great 
detail in his journal for February 12, 1806, having first observed the plant the previous 
October. His collected specimen carries the date, April 11, 1806. 
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Photograph by Fritzi Chuinard 

Kevin Hansen, a paraplegic, and his wife 
Connie attended the Nature Trail dedica
tion. Kevin is a director of the National Spi
nal Cord Injury Foundation, and has taken 
an intense interest in the construction of 
the Nature Trail, since it has been designed 
to provide access for handicapped and 
wheelchaired individuals. The Oregon 
Trail Chapter of the National Spinal Cord 
Injury Foundation has adopted one of the 
Nature Trail planting areas and will be 
busy, in the late spring and early summer, 
collecting and planting Lewis and Clark 
plants that are native to Oregon. His en· 
thusiasm for the project was evident as he 
spoke briefly to those assembled for the de
dication ceremonies. 

Recent Meetings 
The Blue Mountain Chapter: Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Founda
tion, Walla Walla, Washington, met 
on February 29, 1980. Featured speak
er for the meeting was Foundation 
Director Clifford Imsland, Seattle, 
Washington. Imsland's slide lecture 
related to the gravesites of the Expe
dition's Captains and other members 
of the exploring party, and was titled: 
"They All Reached the End of Their 
Trail". 
The organization's Second Quarterly 
Meeting was held on the evening of 
April 17th. Dr. John Caylor, Professor 
of History, Boise State University, 
Idaho, was the speaker. Dr. Caylor 
teaches a semester course on the his
tory and heritage of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. He is a past direc
tor of the national Foundation. Dr. 
Caylor's talk was titled: "Lewis and 
Clark in the Walla Walla Area", and 
he traced the route of the exploring 
party from the confluence of the 
Walla Walla River and the Columbia 
River (18 miles south and east of 
present Pasco, WA) to the Clearwater 
River's confluence with the Snake 
River (near today's Lewiston, Idaho), 
on their return journey in 1806. 
Washington State Park Director 



Gary Lentz attended the meeting and 
invited members to attend and partic
ipate in a special activity at Lewis 
and Clark Trail Park on Friday and 
Saturday, May 2nd and 3rd. The Ex
pedition camped at this place on May 
2, 1806. The state park is located on 
Highway 12, east of Waitsburg, near 
the community of Long, Columbia 
County, Washington. 

An added feature at the April meeting 
was the screening of a six-minute mo
tion picture made by Walla Walla 
communications expert, Don Hayes 
in 1955. The film was of a reenactment 
of the Expedition's arrival at the con
fluence of the Snake and Columbia 
Rivers on October 16, 1805, at Saca
jawea State Park, near Pasco, WA. 
The Yakima Indians participated in 
this event, in their native dress, and 
the aCtivity was in observance of the 
150th Anniversary of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. 

The Ch apter welcomed four new 
members wh o attended the April 
meeting. 

• * * 
The Oregon Lewis and Clark Heri
tage Foundation held its first 1980 
quarterly meeting on March 12th at 
Beaver H a ll , Oregon Historica l 
Center, Portland. Officers and Direc
tors for 1980 were introduced by retir
ing President Richard G. Rust and by 
the President Malcolm Buffum. Fea
tured speaker for the evening was 2nd 
Vice President Donald G. Shores, who 
prepared and presented an interesting 
paper title d : "Captain William 
Clark's April 1806 Exploration of the 
Willamette (the Expedition's "Mult
nomah") River". His presentation 
was enhanced by color slides of maps 
which detailed the confluence of the 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers in 
what is today's north Portland, Ore
gon. 

Earlier in the evening President Buf
fum presented a paper related to the 
Expedition's armaments, and particu
larly some questions and observations 
concerning "The Expedition's 1803 
Harpers Ferry Rifles?" 

The Oregon organization is beginning 
its seventh year with an unbroken 
record of regular quarterly meetings 
or field trips. Some fifty Lewis and 
Clark enthusiasts living. in Oregon, 

Washington, Idaho, Iowa, and Texas 
comprise the groups membership. 

* * * 

Mai·ch 1, 1980, was the date of the 
43rd meeting of the State of Washing
ton Lewis and Clark Trail Commit
tee. Chairman Mitchell Doumit called 
the meeting to 01-der at 1:30 P .M. at 
the Maryhill Museum (high above the 
Columbia River east of The Dalles, 
Oregon, in Klickitat County, Wash
ington). T hirtee n Committee 
members and eighteen guests attend
ed the meeting which included reports 
on: activities of the national Founda
tion; 175th Expedition Anniversary 
events in Washington state; the an
nual Oregon-Washington Sympo
sium, hosted this year by the Oregon 
Committee; and progress on the new 
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center 
being developed by the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commis
sion near Clarkston (southeast), 
Washington (see story, this issue, 
page 8. A welcome announcement 
revealed that R alph H. Rudeen, now 
retired from his post as Chief of Inter
pretive Services for the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commis
sion (see story, this issue, page 12), 
will contin ue as a member of the 
Washington Lewis and Clark Com
mittee and will act as liaison between 
the Committee and state agencies. 

Chairman Doumit appointed a nom
inating committee to select a slate 
of officers for the state committee. 
Election will take place at the com
mittee's June 7, 1980 meeting which 
will be held at Long Beach, Pacific 
County, Washington. Ken Heckard 
from that city is in charge of arrange
ments. Announcement was also made 
for the committee's meeting in Walla 
Wa lla, Washington on September 6, 
1980. Viola Forrest is arranging this 
meeting. 

* 
The Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail 
Committee met on March 15, 1980 at 
the Portland Orthopedic Clinic. Six
teen committee members and seven 
guests attended the meeting. Chair
man E. G. "Frenchy" Chuinard an
nounced that April 26, 1980 would be 
the date for the dedication of the 
Lewis and Clark Nature Trail at the 
Oregon State Park system's Lewis 

and Clark State Park near Portland 
(See, page 22, this issue). Tentative 
plans were announced and discussed 
with respect to the Oregon commit
tee's hosting this year 's Seventh An
nual Oregon-Washington Lewis and 
Clark Symposium. Roy J. Beadle is 
chairman of the sub-committee for 
this event. E ugene "J ack" Ritter is re
presenting the Washington Commit
tee in the planning of this year's pro
gram. The symposium will be June 
20-21, 1980 event at Portland, Oregon, 
and will include a reception, June 
20th, at the Watzek Library on the 
Lewis and Clark Co llege campus, 
which will be the opening for a month 
long exhibit of Lewis and Clark litera
ture, memorabilia, and ar tifacts. Fol
lowing the reception there will be a 
lecture related to the 175th anniver
sary of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
t ion by Dan Murphy, Historical Writ
er for the National Par k Service, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. Lewis and 
Clark College is sponsoring this activi
ty and is bringing Murphy to the 
campus for this event. On June 21st, 
members of t he Washington and Ore
gon Lewis and Clark T rail Commit
tees and their guests will assemble at 
the Oregon Historical Society for an 
all-day charter bus tour of Lewis and 
Clark memorials and sites in and near 
Portland. 

Newspaper articles and editorials re
lated to the death of former Mayor 
Elvin C. Goodman of Seaside, Oregon, 
a member of the Oregon Lewis and 
Clark Trail Committee, were read and 
the committee stood in silent memory 
of him. 

* * * 
At the January meeting of the VaUey 
County Lewis and Clark Trail Soci
ety, Glasgow, Montana, Gladys Silk 
was reelected President of the organi
zation for a third one-year term. Nel 
Hetrick was elected to succeed Cletus 
Fuhrman as Vice Presiden t, and 
Bunky Sullivan was elected to replace 
Donna Pecora as Secretary-Treasur
er. Donna Pecora succeeded Linda 
Madson, and Gloria Fuhrman suc
ceeded Leanor Cotton as Dfrectors. 
Annette Stensland and Bob Saindon 
retained their positions on the Board 
of Directors. Bob Saindon will contin
ue as Editor of the Society's quarterly 
publication A Squawl of Wind. 

WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals ,of the Expedition: -

"this rrwming we set out early and proceeded on .. . " Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805. 

" .. . wind from the S. W. we proceeded on ... until 6 oClock ... " Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805. 

" . . . the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on ... " 

"We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes ... " 
"We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S. Side . .. " 

Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1800. 

Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806. 

Sgt. Charles Floyd, J une 26, 1004. 
" . . . cl-Ouded up ... We proceeded on under a fine breeze ... " Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805. 
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