








Lewis had collect ed 14 Indian vocabu
laries by April 7, 1805. These, he 
packed up and shipped back to Presi
dent Jefferson via the keelboat on its 
downriver return from Fort Mandan. 
From the Mandan country to the Pa
cific Ocean, Lewis continued to collect 
vocabularies, and upon his return to 
St. Louis in September 1806, he wrote 
to Jefferson stating that he had col
lected nine more. 12 

Jefferson 's plan was to take all the vo
cabularies he had collected from 
tribes east of the Mississippi River 
(about 40 of them) and add these to 
the vocabularies which had been col
lected by Lewis west of that river. In 
April 1816, in a letter to Jose Correa 
da Serra, Jefferson wrote: 

... the intention was to publish the 
whole, and leave the world to search for 
affinities between these and the languages 
of Europe and Asia. 

However, Jefferson was burdened 
with other work and didn't get around 
to carrying out his plan before Lewis 
began assembling the writings and 
journals of the Expedition. Lewis, 
therefore, asked the president for per
mission to publish the expedition's vo
cabularies separately. The president 
consented.'" 

The purpose of Lewis's trip east in Oc
tober 1809, during which h e lost his 
life, was in part related to the publish
ing of his writings. The prospectus of 
his forthcoming work, which had been 
published two years earlier, showed 
that his plan was to publish " . .. a 
comparative view of twenty-three vo
cabularies of distinct In dian lan
guages, procured by Captains Lewis 
and Clark on the voyage ... " These 
Indian vocabularies were to be print
ed in the second part of his two-part, 
three volume work - the part " ... 
confined exclusively to scientific re
search ... " 1·1 

Lewis h ad his writings with him at the 
time of his death, together with many 
other personal and public belongings. 
The month following his death these 
effects were dispersed to various indi
vidua ls and governmental depart
ments. Clark received the material 
which pertained to the Expedition, 
among which he found " ... one bun
dle of vocabulary."' 5 The burden of 
getting all the papers ready for publi
cation now fell entirely upon the co
commander of the exploring enter
prise. 
The thief broke into the trunk, and finding th e 
papers containing the vocabularies of no value 
to hlm, threw them into the James River. Only 
worthless fragments were found. 

12. Ibid., p. 323. 

13. I bid., p. 611. 

14. Ibid., pp. 394-396. 

15. Ibid., pp. 470-472. 

On the second of January 1810, Clark 
set out for Philadelphia to arrange for 
the editing and publication of the Ex
pedition's written ma terial. 16 The 
next month he contacted Nicholas 
Biddle, a young Philadelphia lawyer 
and litterateur, for the purpose of so
liciting him to edit the Expedition's 
Jow·nals. 17 It was not until March 17, 
1810, that Biddle finally accepted the 
task. 18 

In the spring of that same year , Bid
dle was in Virginia going over the 
journa ls and interviewing Clark, 
preparing for the long laborious edit 
ing task before him. 19 At this time he 
received from Clark " ... papers and 
documents which would be necessary 
for the publication of the travels."20 

Among these "papers and documents" 
was material for Dr. Barton, who had, 
prior to this time, been employed to 
publish the scientific data for the 
"Travels" .21 Biddle did not closely ex
amine the materials intended for Dr. 
Barton, but recalled later that the In
dian vocabularies were among them. 
He wrote: "They formed, I think a 
bundle of loose sheets each sheet con
taining a printed vocabulary in En
glish with the corresponding Indian 
name in manuscript. There was also 
another collection of Indian vocabu
lary, which if I am not mistaken, was 
in the handwriting of Mr. Jefferson." 
Biddle returned to Philadelphia from 
Virginia and "immediately" forward
ed the scientific data to Dr. Barton-21 
On this matter , Dr. Barton assured 
Jefferson that the papers placed in his 
custody would be taken care of. He 
wrote: " ... I assure you, and beg you, 
Sir, to assure his [Lewis's] friends, 
that they will be taken care of; that 
it is my sincere wish to turn t hem, as 
much as I can, to his honour & repu
tation; and that they shall ultimately 
be deposited in good order in the 
16. Ibid., p. 486. 

17. Ibid., p. 494. 

18. Ibid., p. 496. 

Ibid., p . 598. Having conscientiously labored 
fifteen months on the narrative, and receiving not 
one cen t for his efforts, Biddle wrote to Clark 
stating t hat: "I am content that my trouble in 
the business should be recompensed only by the 
pleasure which attended it, and also by the satis
faction of making your acquaintance which I 
shall always value." 

19. Ibid., p. 497. 

20. Ibid., p. 635. Reported to have happened, in 
this manner, in a letter written by Nicholas Bid· 
dle to Willia m Tilghman in 1818. 

21. Ibid., p. 488. 

22. Ibid., p. 636. 

Ibid., p . 465. The Indian vocabularies ·· . .. in 
the handwriting of Mr. Jefferson", were undoubt
edly th e fourteen vocabularies which had been 
sent to the president from Fort Mandan. It would 
appear that when Lewis decided to publish the 
vocabularies rather than Jefferson, as had been 
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hands of General Clark, or those of 
Mr. Conrad, the publisher.""' 
Unfortunately such good intentions 
did not materialize. Not only had DI'. 
Barton failed to begin work on the 
Expedition's scientific data before his 
death in 1815/' but he a lso left his" ... 
immense heap of papers ... " in such 
a deplorable disorder that the many 
people with proper claim to the books 
and papers became a tremendous bur
den upon his widow." However, Mrs. 
Barton seems to have cooperated as 
well as could be expected considering 
the condition of her late husband's 
papers, and Jefferson received from 
her three of the traveling pocket jour
nals."" 
In September 1816, Jefferson, no 
longer a public official, wrote to Clark 
requesting authority in his name to 
collect the Indian vocabularies and 
other scientific material which he be
lieved to be in the possession of Ni
cholas Biddle," ... with a view to have 
these given to the public according to 
the original intention." His plan was 
to deliver the" ... the Papers of Natu
ral History and t he Vocabularies to 
the Philos. Society [The American 
Philosophical Society], at Philadel
phia, who would have them properly 
edited, ... " and the originals put away 
for safe keeping.27 

Clark, too, must have been of the 
opinion that Biddle had the vocabu
laries in his possession. He wrote to 
Biddle asking that they be turned 
over to Jefferson."" He also sent a let
ter of authorization to Jefferson, 
which would enable him to collect the 
papers of the Expedition in his 
(Clark's) name. Jefferson did not 
promptly act upon this authority 
given him by Clark in October 1816, 
but held off, while waiting for a new 
Secretary of War to be appointed. 
When writing to John Vaughan on 
June 28, 1817, Jefferson indicated: 
" ... that office having some rights to 
these papers."29 After a delay of some 
months awaiting the appointment, 
Jefferson proceeded to accumulate 
the papers without the help of the 
War Office. 
In April 1818, Biddle deposited with 

(Continued Page 6) 
th e original plan, Jefferson made a copy of 
Lewis's original and sent off the copy to Lewis. 
This would also mean that Lewis's original was 
among those thrown into the James River, as is 
noted in fn. 11 ante. 

23. Ibid., p. 561. 

24. Ibid., p. 614. 

25. Ibid., p. 608. 

26. Ibid., p. 615. 

27. Ibid., p. 619. 

28. Ibid., pp. 623-624. 

29. Ibid., p. 631. 



(Cont. from p . 5) 
t he His to ri cal Committee of the 
American Philosophical Society the 
materia l in his possession . He ex
plained in detail, t hrough a letter to 
a William Tilghman (evidently the 
committee chairman ), what the bun
dle of Indian Vocabularies looked like, 
as well as how they were delivered to 
Dr. Bar ton in the early summer of 
1810. H e added: "I have mentioned 
the particula rs so minutely because 
the description may perhaps enable 
some of the Committee to recognize 
the vocabu laries, which I incline to 
think were the only things delivered 
by me to Dr. Bart on not included in 
the volumes now deposited [in the 
Philosophical Society].""" 

As la te as 1826, we find Clark still in
quiring as to the wher eabou ts of the 
vocabula ries, believing that they must 
st ill be in the possession of the execu
tors of Dr. Barton.3

' 

Mrs. Bar ton had inadver tant ly al
lowed an agent of Thomas Jefferson 
to take a volume of botanical notes 
not re lating to the Lewis and Clark 
Expedit ion . Jefferson was so kind as 
to return this journat :i; It is possible 
that Mrs. Bar ton also, in error, re
leased the Indian vocabularies to the 
wrong par ty, who was not as consider
ate as Jefferson, and rather than re
turning them, discarded them! But it 
seems more likely that this valuable 
documen tation s ti ll is extant, .hidden 
benea th piles of unsor ted papers, and 
under the "protection" of some un
suspect ing archivist "back east", and 
may some day be found, and receive 
a ll the s tudy tha t J efferson and Lewis 
and Clark hoped for . 
30. Ibid. , pp. 635-636. 

31. Ibid., p . 644. 

32. ibid., p. 633. 

Back-Issues of WPO 
Occasiona lly we have requests 
for back issues of our publica
t ion. Only a limited number of 
each issue is printed over and 
above the quantity required for 
our membership mailings. Since 
our print ing and mailing costs 
amount to about $1.40 each 
copy, back-issues, when avail
able, will be supplied at $1.50 
each to Foundation members, 
and $2.00 each to non-members. 
Address inquiI"ies to the WPO 
Business Manager, t he Editor, 
or to the Founda tion 's Secre
tary. Addi·esses are listed in the 
"Publisher's Plate" on page 2. 
You r check or m oney-order 
sh ou ld be m ad e ou t to t h e 
Foundation. 

Look Alikes 

In 1973, at the Foundation's Fifth A nnual Meeting, we visited the William Clark 
gravesite and monument at the Bellefontaine Cemetery in St. Louis. This pho
tograph was made of Wm. Clarh Adreon (St. L ouis) standing beside the bronze 
bust of h is great, great-grandfather. Members and guests may look forward to 
visiting again with Clark Adreon at the Ninth Annual M eeting at St. Charles, 
MO. Since the inception of the Foundation in 1969, Clark has attended annual 
meetings at St. Louis, MO, '69; Bismarck, N.D., '70; Sioux City, IA ; Helena, 
MT; St . Louis, MO, '73; Seaside, OR ; and Bismarck, N.D., '75. We missed having 
him with us last year a t Great Falls, MT. 

The N .E. Montana Chapter 
Begins 2nd Year Activitie s 

The Valley County Lewis and Clark 
Trail Society closed out its firs t year's 
act ivities with a field t rip a long the 
Missouri R iver to locate the Lewis 
and C la rk campsite of May 8, 1805. 
T h o u g h t h e ri ve r c h a nn e l h as 
changed considerably over the past 
172 years, a reasonably accurate loca
t ion for the campsite was established 
and will be marked later this su mmer. 

T he society members have agreed to 
sponsor the erection of an Indian 
st ick lodge of the type described by 
t h e Expe d it io n a s t hey p ass ed 
through northeast Mon tana in the 
spring of 1805. A suitable location is 
now bein g sought so that work can get 
underway this summer. The Summer 
1977 issue of the society's newsletter 
will carry a feature article describing 
these lodges. 

Another society outing is planned for 
the u nveiling ceremony of the Lewis 
and C lark marker soon to be erected 
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at Fort Peck, Mon tana. 

Society President Bob Saindon , who 
spends a good deal of time on the 
river , reports tha t the Missouri is ex
t remely low this year and bu ffa lo 
bones are now a common sigh t in the 
river. This brin gs to mind the scenes 
described by the journa lists of the Ex
pedition, who frequen tly a lluded to 
the dead buffalo that lay a long the 
river . An occasional skull in good con 
dition may still be found in the 'shal
low water. 

The society is presen tly seeking a 
$375.00 gran t with which to finance 
its quarterly publication . Information 
on available grants would be appreci
ated . 

The Valley County Lewis and Clar k 
Tra il Society (a chapter of the nation 
al Foundation) would be happy to 
share any experiences and assist other 
groups interested in establish ing a 
chapter . Organizers wishing a copy of 
th e socie ty's by-laws, etc., should 
address requests to the society at Box 
481, Glasgow, Mon tana 59230. 

\v 



Doumit Elected Chairman 
For Washington Committee 
At the June 4, 1977 quarterly meeting 
of the Washington (State) Lewis and 
Clark Trail Committee, Mitchell 
Doumit, Cathlamet, was elected 
chai1·man of the state committee. Ar
chie Graber, Seattle, is the newly 
e lected vice chairman, and Hazel 
Bain, Longview, was reelected secre
tary. Previously serving the commit
tee as vice chairman, Doumit suc
ceeds George H. Tweney, Seattle, who 
has served as chairman for the com
mittee for the past five years. 
The June meeting was held in Ellens
burg, Washington. Committee 
members assembled at 10:00 AM for 
a tour of the Olmstead Place State 
Park (four miles east of Ellensburg), 
an 1875 homestead of cattle raiser Sa
muel Olmstead. 

A no-host luncheon followed the tour 
at the Holiday Inn, and the after 
luncheon speaker was Jack Cassel
berry, Interpretive Specialist and 
manager for the Olmstead Place 
State Park. Of special interest is Olm
stead's original cabin, buil t of cotton
wood logs, which remains an out
standing example of squared timber 
construction. 

The afternoon's business meeting re
lated to: 

A progress report on the Sacagawea 
(State Park) Interpretive Center 
under construction at the state park 
in Pasco, Washington, by Ralph Ru
deen. 

A preliminary report by Hazel Bain 
regarding the Fifth Annual Oregon
Washington Lewis and Clark Sympo
sium, scheduled for Lewis and Clark 
Expedition sites in Oregon at a date 
to be announced for September or Oc
tober. 

Election of officers - see above. 

Activity reports involving members of 
the committee. 

A discussion relating to the commit
tee's inpu t concerning the U. S. 
Department of Interior, Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation, and the Lewis 
and Clark National H istoric Trail 
Study. 

A "Goals Committee Report" submit
ted by a sub-committee consisting of 
Mitche ll Doumit, Walter Oberst, and 
J ack Ritter. Doumit submitted a re
capitulation of matters for the com
mittee's consideration. 

On behalf of the committee, Ralph 
Rudeen presented a gift to George 
Tweney for the outstanding job he 
has done as cha irman of the commit
tee. The gift, an original silk screen 
nrint of a northwest Indian design of 

an eagle, was the work of Washington 
State Parks and R eereation Commis
sion, Interpretive Center designer, 
Dick Clifton. Mr. Tweney thanked 
Rudeen, Clifton, and members of the 
committee, and pledged himself to 
continue to be active as a member of 
the committee. 

The new committee officers will be in
stalled at the September quarterly 
meeting. Guests, in addition to wives 
and husbands of committee members, 
were Mr. and Mrs. Vic Eklund, Seat
t le. Vic, prior to retirement, was with 
the regional office of the Bureau of 
Outdoor Recreation at Seattle. 

Funding Made Available 
For Missouri Wild and 
Scenic River Study 
In the last issue of WPO we published 
editorial comment from the Great 
Falls Tribune indicating that, while 
the 149 mile segment of the Missouri 
River from Fort Benton to Robinson 
Bridge (Kipp State Park) had been 
designated by an act of Congress as 
a component of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, funding had not been 
authorized to permit the Bureau of 
Land Management, the managing 
agency, to proceed with the develop
ment of a comprehensive proposal 
and management plan. The legisla
tion required that the plan be submit
ted to the Secretary of the Interior 
by October 1977. 

Montana Foundation Director E. E. 
"Boo" MacGilvra (Butte) has recen t 
ly supplied the editor with a clipping 
from the same newspaper which indi
cates that, through Montana Senator 
Lee Metcalf's liaison with the Appro
priations Sub-committee on Interior 
and Related Agencies, BLM Montana 
State Director Edwin Zaidlicz has 
been advised that funds have now 
been a llocated to the Montana BLM 
office. 

Quoting from the recent newspaper 
story we learn that: 

... things are looking up. The state BLM 
office has received additional funds and 
personnel and a recognition of the prob
lem of comply ing with the congressional 
deadline. 

Time is short, though, to prepare a com
plete multi-use management plan by Oc
tober. And a well written, detailed plan 
is important. The plan, once approved by 
t he U. S. Interior Secretary, is the blue
p1int for ma naging the 1iver ... 

Once the preliminary work is completed, 
BLM will ask for public involvement. 
Public meetings should begin late this 
summer, but most will be held in the 
sp1ing . .. 

The progress on developing a plan may 
seem s low; but the issue is too important 
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to be rushed. The protected portion of the 
Missouri - from Fort Benton to the Rob
inson Bridge - is a fragile, c1itical area. 

And Zaidlicz thinks the Missouri will be 
t he first river managed under the multi
use concept . Other rivers in the wild and 
scenic system have been more recreation 
01iented. 

If that is the case, a little extra time spent 
on the plan and with t he public will be 
well worth it. 

WPO is confident that the fine rela
tionship which has existed between 
the Foundation and Edwin Zaidlicz 
(who 'on two occasions has addressed 
members at our annual meetings) will 
carry over to constructive critique of 
the plan, and that the Foundation's 
concern for this virgin segment of 
Lewis and Clark's route will be care
fully considered. 

An Observation 
In Retrospect 
Attendees at the August 1976 Eighth 
Annual Meeting of the Foundation 
will recall the delightfu l evening and 
buffet supper at Montana Power Co.'s 
Ryan Park. The park is just below 
R yan Dam and the Great Falls of the 
Missouri River. 

Montana Foundation Director E. E. 
"Boo" MacGilvra has supplied WPO 
with a copy of a June 11, 1977 newspa
per story and photographs of the Falls 
and Rya n Dam. In credibly , pho
tographs taken only a few weeks ago 
show no water going over the dam, as 
compared to the flow of cascading 
water witnessed by Foundation 
members a year ago. The newspaper 
ai·ticle quotes power company offi
cials to the effect t hat power genera
tion is about one-ha lf capacity. 

Alas, our 1977 drought has taken 
away, for the present, Meriwether 
Lewis's " ... sublimely grand specticle 
.. . jets of spa1·kling foam to [a] hight 
of .fifteen or twenty feet ... [which] 
present [ s] a sheet of whitest beaten 
froa th for 200 yards in length and 
about 80 feet perpendicular." 

News Note: 
Foundation Secretary, Irving Ander
son , has recently responded to an in
quiry from a Mr. Robert Powers, a 
school teacher in Creve Coeur, Mis
souri. Mr. Powers is developing a cur
riculum fo r teaching a course con
cerning the history and heritage of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Secretary Anderson in his letter reca
pitulated for teacher P owers some of 
the available literature concerning 
t he Expedition, as well as other 
sources of information (brochures, 
etc.) available from Trial State and 
government agencies. 



National Park Service 
JNEM Superintendent 

Robert S. Chandler superintendent of 
the National Park Service Jefferson 
National Expansion Memorial, St. 
Louis, will be host on Tuesday, Au
gust 16, 1977, when members and 
guests at the Foundation's Ninth An
nual Meeting will visit the complex 
that includes the Gateway Arch and 
the Museum of Westward Expansion. 

Chandler was assigned the superin
tendency of the St. Louis installation 
in March 1975, and came from a prior 
assignment at Mt. Rainier National 
Park in Washington State. 

M embers and guests who attended 
the Foundation's Fifth Annual Meet
ing, St. Louis, in 1973, visited the 630' 
a rch, and participated in the dedica
tion cer emonies for Meriwether Lewis 
Overlook, near the base of the sou th 
leg of the arch , and the William Clarlz 
Overlook, similarly located to the 
north of t he structure. From both of 
these locations, visitors are afforded 
a fine view of the Mississippi River. 

In 1973, the 150' wide by 290' long area 
under the arch structure was an unde
veloped cavernous space. This year's 
annual meeting attendees will find 
the elaborate and stimulating Muse
um of Westward Expansion occupy
ing this area. 

Previous stories concerning the St. 
Louis National Park Service facility 
have appeared in WPO, Vol. 1, No. 2, 
p. 3; Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 8; Vol. 2, No. 
2, p. 15; and Vol. 2, No. 3, p. 7. 

We look forward to seeing you in St. Charles. If you have 
not received the Ninth Annual Meeting Packet (mailed in 
June), with program information, registration form, etc., 
please write President C.H. Decker, P.O. Box 128, East Alton, 
Illinois 62024. 

Two Great and Wide Rivers Meet 

At Lewis and Clark State Park, Illinois, during the Fifth Annual Foundation 
M eeting, August 1973. "Frenchy" Clminard and Bob L ange point across the 
great Mississippi to the mouth of the wide Missouri. This year the Missouri 
River cruise will descend the Missouri from St. Charles, bringing Ninth Annual 
Meeting attendees to this historic place. 

Artist Depicts The Lewis & Clark Expedition at St. 
Charles 

Pictured above is a photograph of a mural painted by Charles Morgenthaler. 
The mural is on the wall of the St. Charles Savings and Loan Co., in St. Charles, 
Missouri. The full color art work will be viewed by attendees at the Ninth Annual 
Meeting during one of the tours of historic St. Charles being arranged by the 
St. Charles County Historical Society. 
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