














































































































but could give, orders. He was responsible for the
building of Camp Dubois, and Forts Mandan and
Clatsop, and also carved many of the canoes re-
quired by the corps during the course of the journey.

When he returned from the journey, Gass turned
his journal over to a Pittsburgh book-seller, publisher,
and erstwhile school teacher named David
M’Keehan,to prepare it for publication. It came out
in 1807 and was the first reliable account of the ex-
pedition, albeit refined by M’Keehan'’s editing into
more elegant prose. By 1814, it had appeared in six
editions in various parts of the world, and it has
been printed several times in recent years. There has
been little danger of the Gass account ever being
lost, but alas, his original manuscript journal has
never been found. Some time ago, the rare book
dealer Ernest Wessen of Mansfield, Ohio, spent al-
most ten years in a concerted search for the original
Gass Journal, but it has never been found.

Gass married a young woman of twenty when he
was 60 years old and fathered six children. He lived
to the venerable age of 99 and in 1870 was the last
of the expedition members to pass away.

The third of this triumvirate of journals of the ex-
pedition covers that of Joseph Whitehouse from 14
May 1804 to 2 April 1806. His journal is the only
surviving account written by an army private on the

expedition, and he is one of the least known of the
expedition crew. Following the expedition he had a
checkered army career and seems to have disap-
peared after 1817. Whitehouse’s original journal
ends at 6 November 1805. By one of those fortu-
itous strokes of fortune a paraphrased copy of the
Whitehouse journal was discovered in a Philadelphia
book shop in February 1966. By an unknown hand
(that had obviously had access to the original) it ex-
tended the Whitehouse journal to 2 April 1806. This
constitutes the end of Whitehouse’s known journal
writing. Where is the final section of his journal lead-
ing to the return of the expedition to St. Louis on 26
September 18067

These three volumes are a massive contribution to
the final literature of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
Moulton has embellished them all with copious foot-
notes, bibliographies, and editorial comments. There
are still two volumes forthcoming to complete the
series, but we now have in hand all the journal mate-
rials relating to the expedition. Moulton has done a
yeoman’s chore: This is the first time all the journal
materials have been brought together in one place.

About the reviewer...
Foundation member George Tweney is a professor
emeritus at Highline College in Seattle, Washington.

KUDOS
Cont. fromp. 12

views with environmental historian
Dan Flores, grizzly bear specialist
Charles Jonkel, and former Salish-
Kootenai Tribal Council Chairman
Ron Therriault.

In the fall of 2001 the University
of Oklahoma Press will publish Dis-
covering Lewis and Clark on CD-
ROM or DVD.

To date, the project has received
funding from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, the Mon-
tana Committee for the Humani-
ties, the Oregon Council for the Hu-
manities, and the Montana Cultural
Trust. Current plans call for the
raising of an additional $300,000

David Cree Medicine uses an air compressor to dust the sculpture prominent
western sculptor Bob Scriver donated to the new Lewis and Clark Interpretive
Center in Great Falls. Cree Medicine is Scriver’s foundry foreman. The sculpture
is Scriver’s housewarming gift to the center. It combines figures from two of
Scriver’s most prominent outdoor statues into one. From the statue at Overlook
Park in Great Falls came Lewis and Clark, Clark’s slave York, and Lewis’ dog

Seaman. Sacagawea and her baby came from a statue in Fort Benton.
Photo by Stuart White, courtesy Great Falls Tribune
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to continue the work done so far.

To receive regular updates to the
site via email, contact Joe
Mussulman at jmuss@lewis-
clark.org.

The web site is dedicated to the
memory of Arlen ]. Large and V.
Strode Hinds.

AUGUST 1998



NORTH DAKOTA Cont. from p. 14

North Dakota Heritage Center

Located in Bismarck

The largest museum in the state, | Plains Women highlights this deco-

the North Dakota Heritage Center
is also home of the State Historical
Society of North Dakota.

Located on the capitol grounds
in Bismarck, the heritage center
has an outstanding collection of
Plains Indians artifacts and inter-
pretive exhibits that feature North
Dakota’s varied American Indian,
military and agricultural history.

A stunning, once-in-a-lifetime
exhibit, celebrating the traditional
craft of quillwork decoration, will
be featured at the museum during
the annual meeting of the Lewis
and Clark Trail Heritage Founda-
tion. Sacred Beauty: Quillwork of

| rative technique used by the Plains
| Indians from prehistoric times to

the present day. This is will be a
unique opportunity to view this re-
markable aspect of life among the
Indians that Lewis and Clark en-
countered during their stay at Fort
Mandan.

The Glass Box Museum Store
features original hand-crafted
items and a premier selection of
regional books.

For more information, call (701)
328-2666 or visit the State Histori-
cal Society of North Dakota’s web
site, www.state.nd.us/hist.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Cont. from p.3

Yet another milestone was
reached when your board of direc-
tors held its first mid-year meeting.
Traditionally, the board met only at
the time of the annual meeting. At
the 1997 annual meeting at
Stevenson, Washington, the board
agreed to meet twice a year. Thus,
the board met April 25, 1998 at
Bismarck, North Dakota, immedi-
ately before the annual meeting of
the Bicentennial Council. Our
meeting was well attended and
fruitful. (For a report on the Bicen-
tennial Council’s meeting, see edi-
tor Marty Erickson’s article
elsewhere in this issue.) Bismarck,
incidentally, did a fine job of host-
ing our board and the council. [ am
sure we can really look forward to
an outstanding reception for our
1999 meeting there.

Of truly major import to the
foundation are the $10,000 gifts
made to the foundation by Dr.
Ambrose. He most generously
promised the foundation $10,000
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a year as long as the sales of “Un-
daunted Courage” generate ad-
equate revenue. Our warmest
thanks to him for such care and
concern for the foundation and its
mission.

As this will be my last “Message
from the President,” [ want to
thank you for your interest in the
story of Lewis and Clark and your
support of the foundation and its
mission. | must also give my
thanks to you for your support, aid
and assistance during my term as
your president. | have never
worked with a finer group of
people. It has been not only a
privilege, but a pleasure to have
served you.

I hope to see you in Great Falls.

EDITOR’S DESK
Cont. fromp.3

New or potential Lewis and
Clark chapters are being formed or
being looked at in New Hampshire,
Chester, Montana; Helena, Mon-
tana; Kentucky (includes five state
area), North Carolina, Southern
California, Missouri and Phoenix,
Arizona. Ron Laycock is the person
who is helping these new chapters
get started.

And, not to be outdone, your old
editor is using money from a very
generous Steve Ambrose to do
some traveling along the trail. I
took a drive over to Bismarck,
North Dakota, recently to attend a
foundation board meeting and na-
tional bicentennial council meet-
ing. Although the council has been
in business for a couple of years, I
have not had the funds to travel to
meetings. Thinking of new ap-
proaches to old ideas, 1 decided to
look not so much at what the
council is doing, but how they are
doing it and who is doing it. T will
write that article tomorrow, so
we'll see how it comes out. | also
traveled to McAllister, Montana, to
have a chat with artist Steve Zabel.
[ already wrote that one and it
came out pretty good. You will find
it on page 10.

Ah! The lure of the open road!
Sounds sort of like Lewis and
Clark, doesn’t it ? More on that in
this column in the November WPO.

B

BIG NUMBERS FOR “LEWIS AND CLARK”

KSPS-7 in Spokane had excellent ratings for Ken Burns’ “Lewis & Clark:
The Journey of the Corps of Discovery.” It scored an 11 rating and an 18
share, which are huge numbers for a PBS show. In fact, it beat three out of
the four major network shows it was up against at the time.
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Capt. Wm. Clark / 27th of October Satturday 1804

we Set our arly Came too at this Village on the
L.S. this village is Situated on an eminance of about 50
feet above the Water in a handson Plain it Containes

houses in a kind of Picket work. the houses are round
and Verry large Containing Several families, as also their
horses which is tied on one Side of the enterance, a
Discription of those houses will be given hereafter.




