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i i ithin four months of his return to the United
States from his historic trans-Mississipi
expedition, Meriwether Lewis was immortalized
inthe poetry ofarenowned American litterateur,
a poet who himself played a significant role in
American history. He earned the respect of
Thomas Jefferson, and served as a Mimster to
France under President James Madison.
Although he cherished his tribute to Meriwether
Lewis, the poem unfortunately became hidden
from the publi¢ — until now.

1If one looks into the subject of our infant nation’s war with
the Barbary States of North Africa (an item toceasily dismissed
in history books despite its parallels with the current hostage
problem)! he comes upon the name of a Connecticul Yankeg,
Joel Barlow, a confident American in a young America.
Barlow had been appointed U. 8. Consul o Algices in 1795
and spent the next ion years in striking treazies with the siatcs
of Barbary via diplomacy ornaval force. When not doing this,
hie was occupied in arranging payments for freeing hostages
taken off commercial ships by the Barbary pirates for ransom.
In looking farther into this person one comes upon an
extraordinary author. His most personal poem is a merry
mock epic in praise of the Yankee dish of corn mea! and
molassas known as Hasty Pudding, written in 368 verses in
1793 and published in 1796. It was inspired when the
homesick Barlow wasserved a similar dish in the southeastern
comer of France while standing as a deputy to the Fronch
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Convention from Savoy. He did not win but siayed on as an
eyewiiness io the French Revolution, and his poem was reprinted
into the 185053

Barjow’s masicrpicce was his massive Columbiad in nearly
8000 coaptets, published in 1807, and was a rewnrking of his
carlier Vision of Columbus, a pacan of America in 5000-plus lines,
first published in1787. When not joined officially to the destinies
of his young country, this idealistic and romantic Yankee lived by
his pen on items of the day, even joining with steamboat inventor
Fulton on a peem for the Erie Capal. Barlow knew he was living
in times that were making exciting history and he was part of them.

- When Napoleon began hisadvance into Russia, Barlow penned his

Advice Te a Raven in Russia® Fulton was to have published
Barlow’s complets works, but they have never seen light together
and are scatiered.

This eyewitness to history was born in the farming community
of Redding, Connecticut, in 1753 and interrupted hiscollege carcer
atYaleto fight on Long Island in 1776. Athis graduation lwo years
later he read his first long poem and broke out inlo diverse
activities: managing business, teaching school, practicing law, and
being chaplain 1o the Fourth Massachusetts Brigade, He became
agsociated with the noted “Connecticut Wits” of early American
literature’® but soor after the cstablishument of the United Slatcs
weni 1o Burope {or the Ohio Company.

When that failed, he turned toaliving with his pen andbﬁcame
[amous in France and England. Becauose of efforis of a fellow
Connecticut wit, David Humphry, he got his Algerian appointment
and managed all tasks masterfully. With the Barbary question
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settled and with akeen knowledge of Europe, he retarned
to the Washington of Jefferson and Madison from 1805
to 1811, At Jefferson's snggeston he began to write g
prosc history of the new republic just as President
Madison appointed him Minister to France and asked
hMm 1o intercede with Napoleon about American
commerce. Barlow was 10 meet the First Emperor at
Wilna, Poland, Iajc in 1812, but afier news of the famed
Trench retreat from Moscow he tumned back to Warsaw
en route io Paris. Ontside Cracow he fell seriously ill
and died on Christmas Eve 1812. Despite elforts to
bring him home he still lies buried in Poland.

Readers will surmise that Barlow had something to
say poetically about the Lewis and Clark Expedition.
Notsurprisingly, Barlowwas up-to-date about the post-Expedition
fallout, and on January 12, 1807, wiote President Jefferson aletter
urging the reaaming of the Columbia River after Lewis and “one
of ity principal branches™ after Clark, just as Canada’s great
western stream had been named after her rapscentinental
discaoverer, Alexander MacKenzie. This action, he suggested,
could be taken in a Congressinal resolution that would also grant
“a reward to these meritorious discoverers™ and thus there would
be less geographical confusion.

The two-page letter in the Jonathan Smith Papers in the
Library of Congress® is on thin paper wilh corrections and will
eventually be published with arnotations in the Papers of Thomas
Jefferson series being dong under the auspices of the Princeton
University Press since 1950.7 However, there is no infringement
of copyright in quoting the entire two-page poem which Barlow
enclosed with ihe letler io Felferson. Itis the firsttime that it has
seen print as far ag this writer knows. It is known that Barlow
insisted upon its inclusion in his complele works and felt it an
imporiant work.®

NOTES

1. For Example see 5. E. Morison & H. E. Comanger, Growih of the
American Republic, New York, 1980, 2 vaols.; Vel. 1. pp. 337-38

2. Flirst published by T. & 8. Grean, New Haven, 1796.

3. The first canto is aften found in anthologies, e. g. The Oxford Book of
American Verse, ed, P, O. Matthiessen, Oxford, 1932, pp. 41-47.

4. Soe L. Howard, “Joe! Barlow & Napoleon,” Huritington Library Quarterly,
if {1938) 37-51.

§. A fine appreciation.is V. L. Paminglon's Connecticut Wits, New Yark,
1826,

8. in folic 128, Vol I of the Smith Papers {MMC 3444).

7. The series is now up 1o the year 1792 in #ts 22nd volume {1986).

8. V. L Paddington, op. cil., pg. 331
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Waller Marx is a Foundation member on the
East Coast. He has written for WPO on the
Expedition's materials in Boston {Auvigust 1986);
as a classlcist, he wrote on the Latin portiens
of the 1814 Biddle edition of the Expedition
narrative (October 1985); and he alsowrote an
article jor WPO on the Greek connection of
Thomas Jeflerson's tombstone [July 1805).
Here again he has turned to the Expedition's
\East Coast echoes, /

From a palnling by Hoban Fullan
| Yzla Pletura Collactinn

[ Manuscrdpts and Archives
il Yala Univarsity Library
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ON THE

DISCOVERIES OF

CAPTAIN LEWIS

BY JOEL BARLOW

Let the Nite cloak his head in the clouds and defy
the researches of science and time;

Let the Niger escape the keen traveller's eye
by plunging or changing his clime!

Columbus! not so shall thy boundless domain
defraud thy brave sons of their right:

Streams, midiands, and shorelands ilude us in vain;
we shall drag their dark regions to light.

ook down, sainted sage, from thy synod of gods;
see, inspired by thy vanturous soul,

MacKensie roll norithward his earth-draining {loods
and surge the broad waves to the Pole.

With the same scaring genius thy Lewis ascends,
and, seizing the car of the sun,

O'er the sky-propping hills & high waters he bends
and gives the proud earth a new zone.

Potowmak, Chio, Missouri had felt
half her glohe in one ribbhon compresst;

His long-curving course has completed the belt
and tamed the last Tide of the West.

Then hear the loud voice of the nation proclaim,
and all ages resound the decreel

Let our occident stream bear the hero's name
who taught him his path to the sea!

These jour brother floods like a garland of flowers
shall entwing all our states in a band,

Conform & confederate their wide-spreading powers
and their wealth & their wisdom expand.

From Darien {o Davis one garden shall bloom,
where war's wearied banners are furl'd;
And the far-scenting breszes that waft ifs perfums

\ shall settie the storms of the world. /
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THE
PHANTOM FARMER

LEWIS AND THE AMERICAN BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

BY ARLEN J. LARGE

“I wish thee to request a meeting,”
wrote Isaac Briggs, a politely persistent
GQuaker, to Secretary of State James
Madison on the first day of the new year
1803. Briggs asked Madison to convene
the meeting “in the Representatives
chamber, or some other convenient
apartment, of those members of both
houses of Congress who have zeal forthe
improvement of American Agriculture...”

)

b o it was on February 25, 1803, the Na-
tional Intelligencer in Washington reported
“a number of respectable and patriotic citi-
zens" had met three days earlier at the
unfinished Capitol building to organize some-
thing called the American Board of Agricul-
fure.

The newspaper listed 45 members, ob-
stensibly a private group not part of the
Federal government. It was an odd bunch of
soft-handed political celebrities including
three future U.S. Presidents and three draf-
ters of the Constitution. Madison was the
Board’s president, and instigator Briggs was

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER
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secrefary. A“Committee of Correspondence™ was
made up generally of one Senator and one Repre-
sentative from each state, plus two territorial

gOVEITOIS.,

But the name that really leaps
off the page is that of Meriwether
Lewis, representing the “Territory
of Columbia.”

True, Lewis was a qualified resi-
dent of that Federal district, living
with President Thomas Jefferson
in a big mansion on Pennsylvania
Avenue, But as the President's
private secrelary, the 28-year-old
Army captain wasn't in the same
league with the political heavy-
weights on the new board, and his
mind right then cerfainly wasn't
ont scleniifie fAllage. On the very
same day as Madison's meeting,
Congress voted fnal approval of
the $2,500 appropriation needed
to launch Lewis's Western expedi-
tion. Just 21 days later the Dis-

irict of Columbia’'s agriculture correspondent
quietly lefl town for a three-month shopping trip
to Harpers Ferry and Philadelphia—his first step
to eventual glory on the shores of the Pacific.
Despite the do-good hopes of its distinguished
sponsors, the American Board of Agriculture
never ammounted to much. The curious story of
Lewis’s phantorn membership is noteworthy
mainly for the light it throws on his two-year, pre-

expeditionjobas.Jefferson’s secretary. Today
the White House staff numbers in the hun-
dreds; in 1803, the staff was Lewis alone. He

MERIWETHER LEWIS
A former farmer and private Secretary
1o Presidant Jeflerson, was amember
of the newly-formed American Board
of Agricuilure.

IHDEFEMOERCE HALL HISTORICAL PARK COLLEGTION

had to be a utility player of
varied talents and interests,
especiallyinworkinglora boss
who liked to dabble in every-
thing,

As owner of a working plan-
tation and inventor of a new
plow, Jeflerson envied the
British Board of Agriculture,
which served as a national
clearinghiouse for innovations
inseed varieties, fertilizers and
livestock management. At
dinner one evening in March,
1802, the President leaned
toward Representative
Samuel Latham Mitchill of
New York with a suggesiion
for emulating the British farm
board. According to Mitchill,
Jefferson said it would be

“highly desirable” if all existing state agricul-
tural societies could have representation at
the national level; "this he conceived might
be done without expense by appointing one
or mare of the members of Congress 1o this
general sociefy.”

So the President himsell was one of the
farm board's early ringleaders.
appealed to Milchill, who admired Jeflerson

The idea

CAPOL ARCHITEST

On February 22, 1803, "a number ef respectable and patriotic
citlzens” mel here at the U.S. Capiio] building to organize
something called the American Board of Agriculmre.

MAY 1589
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as a fellow Renaissance man. An Edinburgh-
schooled physician, Mitchill was an expert
on the chemistry of soils and practically
everything else: meteors,

mote anideology of agrarianism? Some may have
hoped so, but it should be remembered that most
American voiers of that day were farmers, and not
even the declining Federalists

steamboats, minerals, fish,
Indians, Western American
geography. The New Yorker's
repulation as a ready talker
on any Subject sometimes
drew ridicule: “Tap the Doctor
at any time, and he wil] flow.”
Mitchill knew Lewis from
Jefferson's dinner parties, and
held him in awe after the
Expedition’s return. “They
atchieved so much,” sald
Mitchill, “that] told Lewis one
day shortly after his return to
Washington, when he dined
with me, I looked upon him
almost as a man arrived from
another planet.”

In early 1803, Mitchill be-

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS
Son of the second President of the
United States; Member of the Board
of Agriculture and sixth United States
President.

could ignore them. Among the 10-
or-so Federalists listed onthe Com-
mittee of Correspondence were two
Senators who had been with
Madison during that steamy 1787
summer of Constilition-writing in
Philadelphia: Abrzham Baldwin
of Georgia, and Jonathan Dayton
of NewJersey, the youngest signer.

But perhaps the most promi-
nent Federalisl token of biparti-
sanship was John Quincy Adams,
the ex-president’s son, freshly
elected to the 1.S. Senate by the
Massachusells legislature., Like
many gentleman-farmer members
ofthe newboard, this future Presi-
dent was more genifleman than
farmer. During one Congressional

gan rounding up his fellow
legislators to serve on the new farm board.
Meanwhile, Isaac Briggs, a Maryland farmer
and surveyor, was hooming the same idea to
Madison. Now that Princeton-educated,
much-absent owner of a 1,200-acre Virginia
plantation might have seemed only nomi-
nally a son of the soil, more a cultivator of
Consfitutions than cotton. But in fact
Madison and Briggs were both members of
the Farmers’ Sociely of Sandy Springs, Mary-
land, and in 1817 (after his own turn in the
White House) Madison became president of
his neighborhood Albemarle Agricultural
Society. Perhaps exiravaganily, Jefferson
called his Secretary of State "the best farmer
in the world.”

Madison, then, agreed {o preside at the
February 22, 1803, organizing meeting at
the Capitol. Representative Mitchill was one
of the vice presidents; Senalor George Logan
of Pennsylvania, an author of pamphlets on
scientific farming, was the other. The treas-
urer was Joseph Nourse, a Treasury Depart-
ment bureaucrat.

Politically, the officers were all good Jeifer-
sonians. Was the American Board of Agri-
culture just a Republican party front to pro-

HATIOHAL GALLERY OF ART
AHDREW MELLON COWLECTION

recess Adams wenl home to at-
tempt “agricultural pursuits,” but confessed to
his diary: “I soon found they lost their relish, and
that they never would repay the labor they re-
quire.” Nor was there much dirt under the
fingernails of William Henry Harrison, governor
of Indiana Territory and something of a full-time
officeholder until his death in the White House in
1841. (The National Infelligencer evidently botched
Harrison's initials, rendering them “E.” H.)

And what of Meriwether Lewis, soldier? In his
late teens Lewis had capably managed the family
farms for a couple of years, but "yielding to the
ardour of youth” (as Jefferson put it) at age 20 he
forever chucked farm chores for a more exciting
life in the Virginia militia. As an explorer of the
West, he did not reveal a plowman's mind. Of
course, Lewis gave his tobacco-growing chief a
detailed description of Arikara methods of culti-
vating and curing fobacco. He observantly re-
porfed the broad plains of northeastern Montana
consisted of a “a dark rich mellow looking lome,”
but leaped to no eager speculation about what
kind of crops it might grow. In line with govern-;
ment policy of the time, he visualized a frans-
Mississippi landscape dotied with Indian h'ading
posts, not wheatfields.

In his known wrilings Lewis never explained

18 WE PROCEEDED ON
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his glanicing contact with the American Board of
Agriculture, but there can be little doubl he was
doing Jefferson’s bidding as a con-

to Natchez, incidentally, surveyor Briggs
conferred on May 10 in Philadelphia with
Lewis, his fellow farm board truant, on

spicuous Presidential stand-in.

techniques of celestial

Lewis was well kmown in the small
government town of Washington
as a subordinate host at Jefler-
son's dinners and a carrier of Jef-
ferson's messages to the cham-
bers of Congress. (To this day,
House and Senate floor proceed-
ings are interrupted when a White
House messenger enters, bows
ceremonially to the presiding ofi-
cer and hands over his package.)
So when Lewis’s name appeared
in a loyal Republican newspaper
as one of the farm board's organiz-
ers, it was an easy-to-read signal

JAMES MADISON :
that the board had the President's Secrstary of State Under Jeffersan; survey, A History of Agricul-

navigation.

The first session of the new
8th Congress assembled on
October 17, 1803, but from
then until adjournment on
March 27, 1804, there wasn't
a whisper about the board’s
promised second meeting ei-
ther in the National Mntelli-
gencer or the Philadelphia Au-
rora, its biggest outside cheer-
leaders. Standard reference
works on early American farm
societies, such as the Agricul-
ture Department's 1929

usefulness to the project essen- ‘;,ggggaﬁ‘f and fourth United States States, 1785-1925, do not

tially ended with that newspaper

mention the board at all. The

LIGRARY OF COHGRESS

listing, and he was then free to
turn to his great mission Westward.

And the new Board itself soon vanished from
history’s view. Its main ramrod was Secretary
Briggs, who outlined initial plans in an “Address”
published in the National Intelligencer on March
2, 1803. Briggs invited Americans everywhere to
send to the new clearinghouse information about
local improvements in farm machinery, seeds,
fences, livestock breeds and fertilizer. The board
then would publish ideas deemed worthy of na-
tional circulatlon. At the first meeting it was
agreed that the board would next convene “near
the commencement of the ensuing session of
Congress, when a general election will take place.”
That would be some time the following autwmn.

Sad to say, the board proved vulnerable to the
problems ofany letierhead group whose celebrity-
members merely lend their names to a good
cause. Jefferson himself soon contributed to the
board's uniraveling by appointing ramrod Briggs
to a distant job as Federal "Surveyor of the iland
south of Tennessee.” In a June 30 letter to Sir
John Sinclair, founder of the British Board of
Agriculture, Jefferson said Madison's group “was
formed the last wintter only, so that it will be some
time before they get under way,” Perhaps he had
the Briggs vacancy in mind as well, On his way

board apparently published no
findings, and left no institutional descen-
dants. The government itself continued to
resist a major plunge into farming umtil
Congress established the U.S. Department of
Agriculture in 1862,

ABQUT THE AUTHCR

Arlen.J, Large of Washington, D.C. is a Foundalion
past president (1983-1984), and a frequent con-
tribuicr to WPO, He is a relired eorrespondent of the
Wall Street Journal. He serves on the editorial board
of WPO.
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THiS THIRD-GRADE MEDAL, MINTED DURING
WASHINGTON'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION, DEPICTS
THE IMPORTANCE - OF FARMING IN AMERICA. T WAS
ONE OF THE MEDALLIONS CARRIED BY LEWIS AND
CLARK AND GIVEN TC THE LESSER CHIEFS OF THE
VARIQUS INDIAN TRIBES.
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Proposed Development of
Lewis & Clark Historic Site

for

Lewis & Clark Society of America, Inc.
Woob Rrver, IrLmvois 62095
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Master Plan of
Lewis & Clark Historic Site

For the first time since the Expedition began 185 years ago, we have a plan for an interpretive center on fiood-free
land, The Lewis and Clark Society is buying 3¢ acres on the dry side of the leves, up front alongside busy Roule 3 near
the electric stop sign; they also have a place up front for Camp DuBois. While this center will have ample parking space,
rest rcoms, a bookstore and a sandwich shop for the pleasure of the tourists, the lowsr part of the site near the river will
be left in virgin timber o provide the same atmosphere as existed in 1803-04 when the courageous company camped
here to prepare for the arduous journey. A footpaih is in the plans to allow ihe tourists to walk from the center down to
the rivar hank.

\__’_H—__
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All renderings for the
proposed Lewis and
Clark Historic Site
have been prepared
by Architectural
Assaciatss, Inc.
Collinsvilla, IL

Proposed Interpretive Center
Lewis & Clark Historic Site

FUND RAISER HELD FOR L&C VISITOR CENTER

The Lewis and Clark Historical Soclety of Amsriea, Inc., sponsorad g "Fiddlers' Dinner” at Sunset Hifts Country Club, Edwardsville,
llinois, May 5, 1988, fo raise money for the proposed development of the Lewis and Clark Histaric Site near Harlford, lilinois. State
Senator Sam Vadalabene of Edwardsville, who has been a proponant of the projact from the outset, hosted the dinner; and Jeanne
Simon, author and flawyer Trom Washingtan, D.C., was master of ceremaonies.

Guest speakars for the $70 per plate dinner were Tom Gilbert of Cmaha, coordinator of the Lewis and Clark National Historical
Trail for the National Park Service; and Winnia George of St. Louis, second vice president of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foun-
dation, Inc.

No particulars onthe success of the fund raiser were
available at WPO prass time,

The Lewis and Clark Historical Society of America,
Inc., Is seeking donations for the proposed historic sila,

{Sea rafated articles in WPO, May 1988 and February ;{R{L k&h{
1089.) Contributions are tax deductible ({RS Na. 37- b S bl
1137741). The namaes of thoss contributing $1,000 or et igi ﬁﬁmieﬁ
morawill appearinbranze atthe inter- R ]‘H“jf" i \]’m,;‘

pretive canter. Send donations to Lu-
cifle Rich, Treasurer, Lewis and Clark
Society, 1815 Esic Drive Edwardsville,

£} W \%'I'
1L 62025. :

.I .:\5; I,
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e
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Proposed Reconstruction of Camp DuBois
Lewis & Clark Historic Site
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FOUNDATION PURCHASES
DESK-TOP PUBLISHING
EQUIPMENT

———

The Editor's Corner — the office of WP, showing (on the right} the new desk-top
publishing equipment recently purchased for the Foundation with funds from the late
Robert B, Betts of Manhattan, New York. The new equipment should preatly reduce
Foundation publication costs.

Thanks to the tixterest and generosity of
the late Robert B. Betts of Manhattan, New
York, the Foundation now has state-of-the-
art desk-top pubiishing eguipment.

Betis, who died March 10, 1989 (see re-
lated article on page 27}, had a special inter-
est in the Foundation and especially in We
Proceeded On, 1o which he iwice contrib-
ufed feature articles. He set up a fund
several years ago which he earmarked for
materials and equipment for WPO,

Only a couple of monthsbelore hisdeath,
Bob donated the money for the purchasc of
a Macintesh SE/30 with a 40 megabyte
hard drive, a LaserWriter 1i, and the appro-
priate software that enables the editorto do
all of the iypeselfing and layout of the
rnagazine, as well as other Foundation
publications.

This new eguipment should save the
Foundation betier than $500 per issue on
WPObeginning with the August 1989 issue,
In addition, there will be savings on the
typesetling and layout of other Foundation
publicalions.

The spirit of Bob Befts—his interest, en-
thusiasm and generosity—will be ever pres-
ent with the future publication of WPQ.

DRAWING CREDITS INDIANS' CONTRIBUTION TO L&C EXPEDITION

The line drawing on the right, {iled "Indlan
Draws Map for Lewis and Clark," was
commissioned by the Fort Vancouver
Historical Society for display at the Clark
County Historical Museum last October. Iiis
part of an exhibition celebrating the
Washington State Cenfcnnial,

The orlginal drawing was done in peneil
by Shirley Granholm of Vancouver and the
pen and inkrendering for the museum display
was done by artist Jerry Uskoski.

The purpose of the artwork, according to
Gus Norwood, president of the Histerical
Soclely, was to "Give that deserved credit lo
the Indians which has been long delayed.”

Anyone interested in purchasinga 17'x22"
copy of the skeich may da 50 by sending $10
{0 Fort Vancouver Historical Socicty, P.O.
Box 1834, Vancouver, WA 98668.
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GROUP MEETS TO PLAN GREAT FALLS
LEWIS AND CLARK CENTER

On March 4, 1989, thirty-four people showed up at
Quality Inn In Great Falls, Montana, for the first
planning meeting for the Lewis and Clark Visitor
Cenler which was approved last fall by President
Reagan (Fublic Law 100-552},

The Forest Service, federal agency in charge of the
proposed center, {s being helped inthe plannoing stages
by the National Park Service, which has many such
historical visitor centers around the country. Montana
Depariment of Fish Wildlife and Parks has agreed to
dontate up to 50 acres of land near Giant Springs forthe
project, and so far the Forest Service has set aside
$50,000 1o begin the 1989 initial planning.

It is anticipated that in 1990 the Forest Service will
need $450,000 to compilete the plans that are required
before Congress will appropriate the necessary $3.5
million for the construction of the Center. The target
date for cornpleting the visitor center is 1992.

The purposes of the day-long session March 4th
were: 1) to understand the sideboards presenited in
the authorizing legisiation for developing the interpre-
tive center plan; 2) to understand the roles and coor-
dination needed {or the planning phases of the inter-
prelive center; 3) to begin defining the funcHon of the
interpretive center; 4) to begin outlining the interpre-
tive themes.

Twelve different businesses, organizations, and
city, state and federal agencies were identified as being
key to the development of the center — each consid-
ered a "team member." The role of each and the
interaction of all the team members was outlined.

The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation,
Inc., was Identifled as [ollows: "This International
organization is comprised of Lewis and Clark scholars
who support activities, research, and enrich others
through education on the Lewis and Clark Expedition,
In 1984, the Foundation adopted a resclution In
support of the effort to establish an interpretive cenler
midway along the trail. The Foundalion provided
funding for the publication of the National Park Service
map of the National Historical Trail.” Reobert Doerk of
Greai Falls, first vice president of the Foundalion was
there as the Foundation's representative.

The requiremenits of the bill authorizing the center
were discussed by Jane Weher of the Lewis and Clark
National Forest, who is coordinator of the project. Ms.
Weber presented the requirements in the [oliowing
outline:

1. The intent of the Center is to provide recogni-
tlon and interpretation of the historic signifi-
cance of the travels of Lewis and Clark on the
high plains and thelr portage around Great
Falls.

2. Upto 50 acres are to be donated by the State of

Montana for Lhe site.

3. The Cenler Is to be planned and administered
by the Forest Service. '

4. Dgnation of money, property or services from
individuals and foundations can be accepied.

5. Cooperative agreements with the State of
Montana and other federal agencies for the de-
velopment/operation of the facilitles are to be
formalized.

8. A cooperating association {or the sales of edu-
calion malerials can be established between
the Portage Roule Chapter or similar organiza-
tion. Tn developing (he vision statement it is
imporiani {o remember direction stressed in
the Bill; high plains, portage around Great
Falls, explorers, fur traders, High Plains Indi-
ans.

7. Thereisatarget dateof October 1990 to submit
to Congress for approval a design plan for the
building architecture and the exhibits. Con-
struction monies will be appropriated upon
approval of the plans, The Bill indicates that
the plan should inchade:

a. interpretation of historic resources, docu-
ments and artifacts associated with the
Expedition;

b. development of facilities for public use and
erjoymenti of the area;

¢. enhancement of the public's opporiunity lo
use and enjoy the Center as well as nearby
historic sites, and other state and federal
lands.

8. Congress will appropriate $3.5 million con-
struction monies upon approval of the Center
plans.

The following "Vision Statement” was drafied
and approved by the group:

"THE LEWIS AND CLARK INTERPRETIVE CENTER
will impart ta the public a personal sense of Jeffer-
son's vision; lo inspire awe and aivaken curipsify
toward the challenges of the portage and the un-
known; to bring o life the daily experiences of the
Expedilion; its tmpact upon the environment and
native culture; and to celebrate the indomitable
human spirit of discoveri.” '

The Forest Service will be contacting local or-
ganizations and asking them to appoint represen-
tatives to the Citizen's Steering Committes, The
first task for the Steering Commitiee, along with
the Forest Service's In-House Planning Commit-
tee, will be {o begin defining evaluation criteria for
selecting a site for the Cenler.
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HISTORICAL PAGEANT SEEKS FUNDS

The Lewls and Clark Hislorical Pageant, Inc, of
Seaside, Oregon reports a successful first year. Over
4,000 peopie attended the pageant, which was
performed every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
evenings, and Sunday afternoons between July 14 and
August 27, 1988. (See "Oregon L&C Pageant called
"Big Success™ in the November 1988 issue of WPO.)

The stated purpose of the group is "to make more
prominent in history the epic journey of Captains
Lewis and Clark to the Pacific Ocean."

The Pagean{ has established various membership
categories in order to help raise the necesary funds
needed to keep the summer pageant going., These
memberships are expected to account for 16 percent of
this year's $90,700 Pageant budget. The membership
categories are: Individual - $10; Pioneer Family - $25;
Trader - $50; Salt Maker - $100; Path Finder - $250;
Explorer - $500; Corps of Discovery - $1,000. Each
category has its own special benefils.

If you are interested in supporting the Pageant and

want information on the benefits that accompany each
membership catedory, or if you slhmply want more
information about the organizaticn, write: Lewls and
Clark Historic Pageant, Inc.: P.O. Box 1070; Seaside,
OR 97138.

first step of planning the project.

L&C EXPEDITION TO BE HEART OF STUDY

The Nebraska Committee for the Humanities {NCH) has received $10,000 from the National Endowment
for the Humanities to plan a project on the Lewis and Clark Expedition that will comcide with the 500th
anniversary, in 1992, of Columbus discovering America. _

About 20 scholars from all eleven of the Lewis and Clark Trail states met in Omaha April 22-23 in the

- According to an Assoclated Press report, Jane Renner Hood executive directorforme NCH said the proup
intends to use the Lewis and Clark Expedition as a way to sl:udy the ]asLing implications of f:xplorahon and' =
.discovery on the lives of 20th century American Snciety

Beaverhead Rock is a
landmark in present South-
western Montana. From a
distance the rock resembles
a beaver's head. The valley
in which it is loeated, and
the river which runs by i,
have also taken the name
"Beaverhead.”

On August 8, 1805
Sacagawea recognized the
landmark and informed
Lewis and Clark that they
were nearing the sumirer
camp of her people,

Beaverhead Rock will be
one of the sites visited dur-
ingthe Foundation'sannial
meetllng August 3-6.

PHOTC BY E.E "BOD* MACGILVRA
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LEWIS AND CLARK RUN ACROSS

Interested runners and joggers have been invited to
celebrate Montana's centennial, commemorate the
enduring 1900-mile trek of Lewls and Clark across the
state, and join one of the most ambitious Tunning
events in the state's history. The "Lewis and Clark Run
Across Montana,” made possible by a grant from the
Montana Centennial Office, will take place June 9-18,
1983,

The relay witl cover more than 900 miles from the

MONTANA, JUNE 9-18

North Dakota border easl of Wibhaux, to Lolo Pass. A
north/south branch of the relay will begin at Camp
Disappointment, near Cut Bank, and join the east/
wesl relay at Butie, Participants may choose to run
three, six or nine-mile legs,

Runners will carry a replica 15-star, 15-stripe U.S.
flag across the state to remind people of the role the
Expedition played in Moniana history. Lewls and
Clark were first to carry the U.S, flag in what is today
the state of Montana, as they carried out President
Jefferson'sdream of exploring the West and discavering
anorthwest passage. They were the first United States
citizens {o visit present Montana, and many of the
state's landmarks st bear the names given by Lewls
and Clark,

Although the Expedition primarily foliowed the
rivers of Montana, the 1989 runners will follow the
stale's highways. Communities along the route will
schedule Lewis and Clark celebrations to coincide with
the Lewis and Clark Run. These celebrations may
Include fun runs, encampments featuring people It
1805 attire, plenics, ete.

Deadline for entry into the run was May 1, 1989.

R mat pi=b

S Leinguran

P

LEWIS AND CLARK TRAIL : Pty
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LEWIS AND CLARK MUSICAL

ﬂi’éfé’ﬁjw

Nine different reviews of Riversong, a drama about
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, were sent to WPO from
the states of Washington and Idaho during the months
of January and February. Described by some as a
“contemporary opera and by others simply as a “mu-
sical,” playwright Tim Rarick and compaeser Tim Coo-
per want it tnade clear that the play isnot another “his-
torcal pageant.”

This 90-minute two-act production, with a cast of
eleven men and one woman, begins as Witllam Clark
learns of the death of Meriwether Lewis. The epic
journey to the ocean is then recalled in flashbacks.
One review declared: “These shifis in time are always
clear and work amazingly well.”

A letter from Foundation member Robert Hunt of
Seatlle, who saw the production in Renton Civie The-
atre, Renton, Washinglon, slates, “My wife and I were
very favorably impressed, indeed moved, by thisevent...
This is not just the usual pageant or docudrama. The
music Is equal to the themes, and the script is poetic

ARCHIVES TO RECEIVE
GUS BUDDE PAPERS

At the February mecting of the Melro 5t. Louis
Chapler, Trene Seener announced that the papers
of her uncle, Gus Budde, will be shipped to the
Lewis and Clark Trail Herltage Foundation. ar-
chives al the C.M. Russell Museum in Great Falls,
Montana., Gus, known to most long-time Expedi-
tion enthusiasts, was an avid Lewis and Clark buff,
and for'several years published an informative Le-
wis and Clarkquarterly newsletter. Overtheyears,
he uncovered a great deal of Lewis and Clark-
related material. The Budde papers will he a wel-
come addition to the Foundation archives.

-—altogether, a stimulating effort toward an arts pres-
entation that does justice to our natienal epic.”

The premier of the rrusical was held in Renton from
January 6 through February 12, followed by February
17 and 18 performances at North Idaho College Com-
munication Arts Auditorium in Ceeur d 'Alene.

One reviewer reported that “the nicest thing of all
about Riversongis itslyricism. The music by Tom Coo-
per flows with the swirling pulse of the river varied by
occasional interludes of Indian dances and hunting
rituals.” Ancther reviewer found: “The most fascinat-
ing aspect of Riversonyg is Rarick’s oblique approach to
the storyline.. Rarick’s handling of the text s compel-
ling, at Hmes poetic.”

Rarick has served as director as well as jyricist,
while Cooper handles his own seore at the pianao.

In spite of ali of the rave reviews, some of the crit-
ics were able to find faull: “...the show rather desper-
ately needs a touch of levity,” said one; and “the danc-
ing is way below the level of the rest of the show';
ancther found the Indian costumes ineffective. But
event the most critical reviewer was compelled to say:
“...the show's concept is more than enocugh to over-
come these problems.”

The reviewers speak of “powerful scenes,” “well-re-
hearsed and comfortable actors,” “a musical worthy of
its subject,” “outstanding music,” “beyond what we are
used to calling amateur,” and “Riversongis first rate.”

With regard to the audiences’ conclusions as to
Meriwether Lewls's death — murder or suicide —
Rarick says: “Evidently we don't really draw a conclu-
sion in the play. We leave that up to the audience. [
thought it was very clear what we thought, but that's
not what audiences say.”

The Idaho Centennial Comrnittee has appropriated
funds for the musical to tour Idaho in 1990,

WrPOwill keep readers in touch with the future per-
formances of this “tribute to the spirit of exploration
and lament for a friend.” as one reviewer described the
play.

ST. LOUIS CHAPTER TO
HOST "HISTORY BOOTH"

At the St. Charles (Missouri} Lewis and Clark
Rendezvous May 20-21, the Melro St. Louis
Chapter will conduct a “Hislory Booth.” Empha-
sis of this year's Rendezvous will be on educa-
tion, and members of the chapter will be there to
inform the public about the Lewis and Clark
Expedition.
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ROBERT BETTS IS DEAD AT 66
FOUNDATION LOSES FRIEND,
BENEFACTOR, AND SCHOLAR

Robert B. Befts of Manhatian, New York, author of
in Search of York, an award-winning biography of Cap-
tain Williamm Clark's black servant, died of cancer
March 10, 1989, at New York Hospital. He was 66
years old,

Readers will recall that Bob {as he was known to his
many friends) contributed two [ine articles to WPC
“We commenced writing &e.'* (Vol. 6, No. 4); and “ 'The
wrightingest explorers of their time': New Estimates of
the Number of Words in the Published Journals of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition” {Vol. 7, No. 3).

Bob was also a generous benelactor of the Founda-
tion with a speclal interest in We Proceeded On. Be-
sides a great deal of other equipment and materials
purchased from money he denated over the years, just
prior to his death he donated the funds necessary for
theFoundation to purchase desk-top publishing equip-
ment for the typeselting and layout of all its publica-

tions. {See relaled article on page 22.) The royalties
from his book In Search of York were alsc donated to
the Foundation,

Bob was bomn In Easton, Pennsylvania, served in
the U.S. Army in World War H, and graduated from
Harvard. He was an editor with Harcourt, Brace and
a writer and producer of documentary films before en-
tering the advertising business.

He was responsible for many major adveriising
campaigns in the 1850s and 1980s, and rose to
become president and creative director of Willlam Esty
Adverlising Agency in 1967.

After his retirement as chatrman of the board of
Esly Advertising, Bob turned to historical research,
particularly the American West. In addition to his
book on York, Bob wrote Among the Ramparts of the
Tetons, a history of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, where he
also had a home.

Bob is survived by his wife, Enunie, and three
children, son Robert B. Betts of DuBois, Wyoming, and
daughters D, Brogks Belts of Manhattan, New York,
and Anne Charleston of Denver, along with twe grand-
daughters.

PORTAGE ROUTE CHAPTER UPDATE

The Portage Route Chapter, Great Falls, Montana,
continues to work toward including many Lewis and
Clark-related activities in Montana's centennial cele-
bration.

At noon on June 27, chapter member Bob Doerk
(Foundation's first vice-president} will present a talk
fitled “The Literature Associated with the Lewis and
Clark Expedition™ as part of the Great Falls Public Li-
brary Sack Lunch Book Review Program.

The Cascade County (Montana) 88ers have a town
meeting plarmed for June 29, which wiil have a Lewis
angd Clark theme. Phil Whitehawk will perform.an
original song that he has composed on lewis and
Clark; a Lewis and Clark skit will he presented; and the
local chapter will see to it that Seaman, York, Lewis
and Clark will he present.

On July 1, from 11 am to 4 pm, the informative
“Lewis and Clark on the Portage” will be sponsored by
the Chapter along with the Kiwanis Club and the Ag
Cominittee of the local Chamber of Commerce. There
will be 12 spols along the land portage where guides
will be available to answer questions and relate towhat
happened i the immediate vicinity of where they are
posted. There will be a Volksmarch and other aclivitics
as well. At 7 pm at Glant Springs, there will be a pitch
fork fondue, open to the public hy advance ticket,
which will be {ollowed by an Indlan dramalization of
the Indian legends associated with Giant Springs prier
to the time of Lewls and Clark,

On the morming of July 4, the third annual Meri-
wether Lewis Run will talce place at West Bank Park.

This i1s the sile where Lewis was chased into the
Missouri by a grizzly. Medals will be presented to the
winners; and a distinctive T-shirt will be given to aill
participants.

The dedication of “Explorers at the Portage,” the
heroic-size bronze sculpted by Bob Scriver, willbe held
on the afternoon of July 4. This bronze; which will
stand on Overlogk Hill, across from the mouth of Medi-
cine River {present Sun River}, will portray Lewis,
Clark, Lewis’s dog Seaman, and Clark’s servant York.

It is also anticipated that on the 4th of July an an-
nouncemertt will be made by the .S, Forest Service as
to the exact location of the proposed Lewis and Clark
Interpretive Center to be construcled in the Great Falls
area. {See related arlicle on page 23.)

NHS RECEIVES GRANT
| FOR L&C SIGNS

The N ational Park Service has signed an agree-
ment with the Nebraska State Historical Soclety
for.the construction of 10 Leéwis and Clark inter-
pretive signs which will mark. all of the Expedi—_ "

-tion’s campsites. jnthat state. R o

““The $22.000 grant’ pruvidcs for signs of‘ thc'

;’_'same design as those instalied in Notrth- Dakota.'i-‘ f
']ast year (See Ie}ated article in WPO May. 1988 )
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SCHEDULE SET FOR L&C ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG

Five b-day sesstons have been set for the summer
1989 archaeclogical dig at the historie Lewis and Clark
Lower Portage Campsite. The dig, located in a remaote
area, is a few miles below the Great Falls of the
Missouri, The five sessions are sciieduled from June
12 to July 14.

The dig is being sponsored by the Museum of the
Rockies, Bozeman, Montana. (See related afticle in
WPQ, February 1989.) A recent brochure from the
museurn explains:

“We have designed the Portage Creek Archaeologl-
calField Campto provide achance for smalt groups
to participate In a significant research effort. Ex-
perience is welcome but not necessary. Training
will be provided on the site by a professional crew.
The camp is remote. All [ood, water, gear, and
equipment are brought in with four-wheel drive
vchicles. Instruction and meals are includedinthe
cost. Youmay artange for your own transportation
to and from Great Falls, Montana, i you wish,

The project will provide transportiation {rom
the Great Falls alrport to the site. Your own per-
sonal gear should include a tent (with {loor], sleep-
ing bag and pad, and foul weather clothing.

Montana weather during the sununer encom-
passes hot days, cold nights, rain showers, and oc-
casional IHgh winds. This site is generally hit at
this Hime of the year with little shade. But the Mis-
sour]l River is approximately B0 yards from the
Camp,"

IR ke s T LT .1; S

The datles of the sessions are:

Session 1 — June 12-16; Session 2 — June 15-23

Session 3 — June 26-30; Sesslon 4 — July 3-7
Session 5 — July 10-14

The fee for a five-day session is $200. Enroll-
ment [or less than five days (or for additional days
beyond a B-day session) are $40 per day. Space is
Umlied to 10 regisiranis per day. Early registrants
have priorify, Children under the age of 15 must
be accompanied by an adult,

For more information call Dave Swingle, Mu-
seum of the Rockies {406) 994-5257.

A o LS

LEWIS AND CLARK PEACE MEDAL IN
DANGER OF BEING INTERRED

A bill {LB 340} in the Nehraska Senate would
require the re-interment of all iribal skeleton and
arlifacts held by Nebraska state and city museums,
the university, and the State Historical Saciety. Included
among the many artilacts in jeapardy of being reburied
is a Jefferson Peace Medal given to an Indian Chiel by
Lewis and Clark.

A group known as "Cilizens to Save Nebraska's
History," have sent out an appeal for Nebraskans to
oppose the hill. In thelr letter, the group states that
"The reburial of skeletal remains will exact a heavy toll
on scientists, on Nebraska museums’ ability to tell the
story of the state's earliest inhabitants, and oneveryone
who seeks kmowledge about the past.” The letter goes
on {o pose the rhetorical question: "Must we also allow
Nebraska's maost precious, irreplaceable historiecal

artifactstobe seized and destroyed, erasing chapters
of a history that belong to all of us?

The executlve board of the Nebraska State
Historical Society has taken a middle gronnd which
would represent a compromisc belween those
supporting and those opposing the bill. The board
has asked Nebraskansto encourage an amendment
{o the bill that would "insure that human remains
excavated fn Nebraska be reburied in Nebrasha;
allaw three years for scientisis to sludy existing
collections; rebury skeletal remains with dignity;
that irreplaceable artifacts important to Nebraska
history and to American history be preserved to
educate the public; and that the inlerest of science
be served.”
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DISCOVERY CORPS CONTINUES
ACTIVE L&C SCHEDULE

The Discovery Corps, headguartered in Council
Blufls, lowa [See related ariicle in WPQ February
1984 ) is currently pursuing a pattern for a biunder-
buss like those carried on the Lewis and Clark Expe-
dition.

The group, which prides ifself on its accuracy with
regard to dress and other accouterments of the Expe-
dition, reports that it has recently received valuablein-
formation regarding military dress of the era from the
standing orders of the first U.S., Infantry, 1802, Colo-
nel Hamtrack, Commanding,

OnJuly 21-23, (the anniversary of the Expedition's
‘White Catfish encampment) the group wilt be camped
at Long's Landing.

The members of the Corps are spending two week-
ends per month constructing a 18' by 22' irapper's
cabin at Fort Atkinson. The cabin will have “a hip roof
and a wattle and daub chimney and stone fireplace'and
hearth; dirt floor and probably rawhide windows with
shufters.”

The first part of Junie, the group will provide theflag
ceremonies at the Lewis and Clark festival, Lewis and
Clark State Park, Onawa, Iowa.

From June 24 to July 2, the Corps will be at High
Plains National Rendezvous, Calro, Nebraska. Here
they will establish g Lewis and Clark camp within the
rendezvous and present a progiam on the Expedition.

- Formore information about the activities of Discov-
ery Corps, write toJack Schmidt, 1225 Crescent Drive,
Council Bluffs, 1A 51503; or call {712) 322-3037.

William & Mary Quarterily, 3rd ser., Vol. XLVI, No. 1
(January 1989}, 145-162. "Dreams and Discoveries:
Exploring the American West, 1760-1815," by James
P. Ronda.

This article places the Lewis and Clark Expedition
In the context of Internalional expansion and the
contest for empire. The Willinm and Mary Quarterly is
puhlished by the Institute of Early American History
and Culture, Box 220, Willlarnsburg, VA23187. Single
copy cost: $6

Friendly Exchange (Spring, 1989, pp. 10-18). “Fol-
lowling the Lewis and Clark Trail,” by Arlen J. Large.

This is an excellent Lewis and Clark piece for the
moedern traveler. Accompanying the article are thir-
teen heautifnl color photos of scenes along the Trail as
well as scenes from "Journey to the Paclific” historical
pageant (Seaside, Oregon), and Fort Clatsop historical
reenactments {Astoria, Oregon). The front cover of the
magazine alsoc has a color photo of a reenactment

L&C VIDEO PRICE REVISED

In the February issue of WPO, notice was given ol a
new Lewis and Clark video available for purchase—
"Lewls and Clark: The Great Joumney.” Response (0
the notice has been gnod, according to Ann Rogers,
who along with her husband, Joseph, produced the
video.

Ms. Rogers sends word that because of a change in
methods of distributing the video, MERECO, the
company in charge of distribufion, has been able to
reduce the price {including postage and handling) from
$26.95 to $16.95. Ordersshould be sentto MERECO,
P.0. Box 12650, St. Louis, MO 63141.

scene of Lewis and Clark at Youngs River Falls in
Cregon.

The author glves good, accurate information about
the Lewls and Clark Expedition as he takes thereader
to some of the more intriguing spots along the Trafl.
Each of the dozen or so historical sites discussed in the
article are also {dentified a1t a handsome full-colormap
of the Lewis and Clark Trail,

In addition to taldng the reader on an interpretive
journey, the author gives directions, telephone mum-
bers, dates, admission fees, and general Information
aboui historic sites and events.

Friendly Exchange is a guarterly publication of
Farmers Insurance Group. A request for information
about how you can receive a copy of the magazine
should be sent to: Meredith Publishing Services,
Locust at 17th, Des Moines, IA 50336, Telephone {(515]
284.2007.

(PERIODICALS CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Trailer Life (March 1989), pp. 99-102, 148-150.
“Passage to the Pacific: Discover the Excitermnent of the
Northwest Along Lewis and Clark's Fabled Path," by
Bruce Leponard, Jr.

This is not truly a Lewls and Clark piece; rather it
Is a travel guide capitalizing on the name of the
nationally recognized Lewls and Clark Trail. It, in fact,
has very litle to do with Lewis and Clark, and not
totally accurate at that. Its primary purpose (and il
seems to do it quite welll is to let the readers Imow
about a variety of sites along the Lewls and Clark Trail
from Great Falls, Montana, to the Pacific Coast—

Frank Bergon, ed. TheJournals of Lewis and Clark.
New York: Penguin Books, 1989, Introduction, docu-
ments, map, lllustrations, index. Pp. xivi, 505. $8.95;
paper

Bergont's briel introduction emphasizes the “daz-
zling epic quality” of the journals; there are a few good
msights {and a few mistakes]. Documents include
Thomas Jeflerson's instructions o Lewis of June 20,
1803; Clark's' inquiries of Indians; and Lewis's esl-
mated expenses and list of articles purchased. The
text is abridged from R. G. Thwalles, Original Journals
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition (8 vols., 1904-05).
Bergon “includes much of the natural-history material
omitted in earlier edited editions,” like Bernard De-
Voto's in 1953, which emphasized “the geographical
and political imporiance of the Expedition in a running
narrative thatemitied much of the detailed description
of animals, plants, and native peoples.” There are 341
eriginal footnotes, mainly brief geographical locations;
thisis not an annotated edition. The text islonger than
DeVolo, but the uninitiated reader may gel lost with-
cut moorings. For the naturalist along the Trail, this
is a handy accompaniment,

HARRY W. FRITZ
Missoula, Montana

Marion Marsh Brown, Sacagawea, Indian Guide to
Lewis and Clark. p.119. Children's Press. Chicago.
1988

This new children’s book tells the s{ory of the young
Shoshone girl who was captiured by the Hidatsa and
transported into a world of unimagined adventure.

Sacagawea was aboul 16 years old and married to
French-Canadian trader Tonssaint Charbonneauwhen
Lewis and Clark arrived at the Mandan villages in the
Fall of 1804. Soon she and her husband found
themselves hired on as interpreters. The Captains be-
lieved Sacagawea would be helpful in their negotia-

making a strange detour from Helena to Missoula.

The sites vary in interest from a few that pertain to
Lewis and Clark, to a school for smoke-jumpers, a
beautiful Victorian home, the Whitthan mission, dams,
art museums, etc.

For those planning to travel the Lewls and Clark
Trail in the Northwest with an interest in more than
Lewis and Clark, this may be an article of intterest.

Single coples of the March 1989 issue of Trailer Life
are available by sending $2.50 plus postage, with your
request to Trailer Life, Trailer Life Publishing Com-
pany, 23901 Agoura Road, Agoura, CA 91301,

tions with the Shoshone for horses.

On the long trip west, and with the added burden of
caring {or a new baby, Sacagawea's patience and prag-
matic courage in the face of hardship and danger
eamed her the respect of the men, They also appreci-
ated her knowledge of native food sources, such as
camus and artichokes, which supplemented their alt-
meat diet.

Even though Sacagawea served primarily as an
interpreier, she is given justifiable credit for those
times when her recognition of the country did help
guide the Expedition.

Basically an accurate retelling of Sacagawea's story
{there is the curious assertion that her baby was
namned for a Jean Baptiste Trudeau, a [riend of Char-
bonneau’s, and that she called him Pomp, a Shoshone
word for *first born”}, this book includes several black
and white illus{rations, an index, and a chronology of
world events from 1787 to 1812, the years of
Sacagawea’s life.

Children will enjoy reading about this Shoshone
woman who was such an important part of American
history.

MARILYN CLARK
Helena, Montana
Young Adulls Commiltee

David Lavender, The Way to the Western Sea: Lewis
and Clark Across the Continent. Harper & Row,
Publishers, New York. 1988, P. 444. $22 95,

This epic tale, told by a master storyteller and but-
tressed by extensive research that draws on the mas-
sive scholarship of the past guarter-century in an
imaginative and sensible way, bids {are to become the
book you will recommend to your friends who want to
lcarn about our beloved Expedition — although you
should still Lell them to read the De Voto edition of the
Journals first,
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DavidLavender is one of our most prolific writers on
western history, with nearly two dozen solid hooks to
his credit. He is also one of the best, His sirengths as
a writer are many and varied; the one that stands out
is a sense of place. When he describes a place, you
know that he has been there, seen it with his own eyes,
breathed its air, suffered through its wind or rain or
snow, exulted in its sunshine, tasted its plants, floated
its river, pitched his tent beside its waterfall.

The glodes, achievements, and imporiance of the
Expedition itself were many and varied, but the one
that stands out is that the Corps of Discovery satw so
much, and for the first ime. There is scarcely a spot
along the Expedition's route that is not worth a visit,
the Journals in hand, {0 see what we can see today of
what they saw then. It isthis fact, I believe, above all
others, that accounts for the continuing intense inter-
est in Lewis and Clark. It is here in his description of
the scenes Lewds and Clark saw, that Lavender 1s mosl
spellbinding,

As Donald Jackson once remarked, every genera-
tion rediscovers the Expedition. The happy resull has
been an outpouring of scholarship. Ineed not list the
authors here — they are well known to readers of this
magazine — but 1 do want 1o emphasize the point that
Lavender has drawn on their work to produce a syn-
thesis that makes his the capstone volume of all this
generation's work, and that he does so within a narra-
tive that flows as smocthly as the Missour] River [lows
through the white cliffs, with all the excitement of a
downstream run through the Long Narrows of the
Columbia River.

My enthusiasm for this book 1s all but boundless.
Lavender is simultaneously romantic and hardhecaded,
sweeping and detailed, descriptive and analytical. He
can make the most familiar incident — the Great Falls
portage, Lewis's fight with the Blackieet, crossing the
Lolo Trail — come alive through his sensitivity to nu-
ance, his eye for the telling point, his interpretation of
personality and of the meaning of this or that event. An
added bonus is that many of his interpretations are
controversial {meaning, 1 don't agree with them). This
gives the reader scope fo argue with him. As one

LIKED FIDDLE ARTICLE

I feel that I simply must comment on the article
by Robert R. Hunt in the November, '88 publication.

I have been involved in a traditional dance for just
over [ifty years and active in the Lloyd Shaw Founda-
tion since it began almost 25 years ago. During this
time I have of course seen many. many arlicles on tra-
ditional dance, and even authored a few mysell.

However, 1 sincerely feel that Bob Hunt's presenta-
tion of *Merry to the Fiddle” is amnong the best [ have
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example, he likes Clark much better than he likes
Lewls. Without ever saying so directly, he gives the
impression that Clark was the better man, and the
most important leader. My own view is the opposite.
That is simply a matter of taste; more critical is his
assertion that Lewis was suicidal all along. He offers
as proof the various personal risks Lewis took during
the Expedilion, such as forging ahead with only two
comparnions to find the Shoshone Indians “although
he had no idea how the tribe would receive the first
white man it had ever seen.”

That seems to me to have been more prudent on
Lewis's part than risk-taldng. Firstof all, alarger party
might well have frightened the Shoshones into flight,
taking thelr critically-necessary horses with thern.
Second, Clark needed every hand he could gel to move
those canoes up the Jeflerson.

On Sacagaweaz, Lavender is sympathetic towards
her, and describes well some of the incidents farever
associated with her mame. And he is quite righl in
decrying the “overblown legend of Sacagawea the
pathfinder.” Bul he sees her as a passive object (he
praises her“patient fortitude as a person”) and ignores
her really vital contributions. It was Sacagawea who
helped keep spirits up, Sacagawea who on a number of
occaslons showed the men where to {ind roots, without
which they might well have starved, Sacagawea who
saved the scientific instruments when her husband
Hpped the canoce, Sacagawea who simply by her pres-
ence convinced potentially hostile Indians that the
Expedition was nol a war party. Had Cameahwaif not
been Sacagawea's brother, it can well be doubted that
the Expedition would have gotten over the Rocky
Mountains.

So thisis not quite a perfect work, nor is it definitive.
Bul it is the narrative for our generation. Not inciden-
tally, regular readers of We Proceeded On will be de-
lighted to see what extensive use Lavender has made
of the magazine.

STEPHEN E. AMBROSE
Alumni Distinguished Professor of History,
Universily of New Orleans

ever seen! Not only is it accurate and superbly wrilten
and researched, but it is delightfully entertaining as -
well. I thorocughly enjoyed it, and wili share it with
marny of my friends and assoctates!

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,
DON ARMSTRONG
Canyan Cily, CO
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