

























































































Letter to the Editor
Describes Present-Day
Travel on the ““Trail”’
Hardly a week passes that we do
not take time to respond to members
and readers who request informa-
tion and suggestions about travel-
ing the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion’s Trail through the Trans-Miss-
issippi West to the Pacific shore.
Occasionally we do have responses
from individuals and families who
have followed in the footsteps of
1803-1806 exploring enterprise.
Douglas Cameron, Crystal River,
Florida, in a recent letter to the edi-
tor provides a running account of a
recent “Trail” excursion he and his
wife Barbara (both maintain Foun-
dation memberships) made to many
sites along the route of the explor-
ers. Cameron’s descriptions and re-
marks and the editor’s notes may be
of interest to other travelers who
might have a plan to follow all or
part of the “Trail” through or along
the statelines of the eleven Trail
States.

Dear Sirs:

This past summer my wife and I took
a trip to the West Coast. We are very
interested in the Lewis and Clark
Expedition and one of our goals in
making the trip was to visit as many
sites related to the Expedtion as pos-
sible.

First we visited the Museum of West-
ward Expansion at the “Gateway
Arch” at St. Louis. The beautiful pic-
tures [the photo-murals] and the des-
criptive words from the Journals are
very impressive as is the bronze
statue of Mr. Jefferson. Our next stop
on the Lewis and Clark Trail was at
Seaside, Oregon, to view the Salt
Cairn [site of the explorers” “salt
works"” or the “salt makers camp”].
Then we continued on to visit Fort
Clatsop.! The National Park Service
replica of the fort and the rangers’
description and interpretation of the
Expedition’s winter there in 1805-
1806, is very well done. We crossed
the Columbia River's estuary from
Astoria, Oregon to Washington State
and headed west along the Washing-
ton shore to Cape Disappointment,
Fort Canby? State Park, and the
Washington State Parks and Recrea-
tion Commission's Lewis and Clark
Interpretive Center high atop Cape
Disappointment. At the Center the
saga of the Expedition is very care-
fully explained in words and pic-
tures. The displays are planned so
that the visitor ascends a series of
ramps to finally behold an inspiring
view of the mouth of the Columbia
River and the Pacific Ocean beyond.
We were fortunate to be there on a
clear, bright day.

As we followed the Columbia River
eastward, we stopped to see Beacon
Rock,” (Skamania County, WA,) and
11,245 foot high, snow capped Mt.
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Hood was visible on the Oregon side
of the river. It is sad that so much of
the Columbia River has been
changed by dams and hydro-electric
power generating facilities, since the
Expedition descend and ascended the
waterway in 1805 and 1806. In south-
eastern Washington State, we
stopped to see the recently installed
Lewis and Clark interpretive sign
east of Pomeroy.! We continued on to
Chief Timothy State Park, just west
of Clarkston, Washington and Lewis-
ton, Idaho. This state park’s interpre-
tive center is located near one of the
Expedition’s campsites.

We followed U.S. Highway 12 east-
ward and then northward through
Idaho, which parallels the Lolo Trail
traversed by the explorers in 1805
and 1806. Unfortunately the U.S.
Forest Service's Lolo Trail Interpre-
tive Center at Packers Meadow near
the summit of Lolo Pass was closed.
We stopped at Lolo Hot Springs on
the Montana side of the pass where
the resort complex there appears to
be a rather tired looking commercial
development. We stayed overnight in
the community of Lolo, Montana
(eleven miles south of Missoula). We
were within a short distance of the
Expedition’s “Travelers Rest” camp-
site® and the next morning we
stopped to view the historical marker
alongside U.S. Highway 93. We tra-
veled north to Missoula, and then fol-
lowed U.S. Highway 90, south and
east, to the community of Three
Forks, Montana, where we visited

Editor's Notes:

1. The NPS Fort Clatsop National Memorial,
near Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon

2. A presently deactivated military fortifica-
tion that was equipped with gun emplace-
ments for guarding the entrance to the Colum-
bia River.

3. An 840 foot elevation landmark about 35
miles east of Portland, Oregon, on the north
{Washington State) shore of the Columbia
River, named by Lewis and Clark. See WPO
Supplementary Publication No. 3, July 1978,

4, See WPO, Vol. 11, No. 3, May 1985.

5. A campsite used on both the outbound jour-
ney (September 9-11, 1805) and on the return
journey (June 30-July 3, 1806).

6. The 6002 foot pass across the mountain
range that separates the watersheds of the
Gallatin-Missouri and the Yellowstone Rivers.
The pass is named for John M. Bozeman,
builder of the Bozeman Trail for immigrants
and gold-seekers in the 1860s. Marshall
Sprague in his The Great Gates: the Story of
the Rocky Mountain Passes, Boston, 1964,
states that this pass has been called Sacaja-
wea [sic] Pass, p. 421. Sacagawea Peak (eleva-
tion 9665) is just north of Bozeman Pass, and
the “g" spelling was recently applied by the
U.S. Board on Geographic Names {(see WPO,
Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 16).

and took advantage of the interpre-
tive signs and displays related to the
Expedition at Missouri Headwaters
State Park. Following U.S. 90, we
crossed Bozeman Pass," as Captain
Clark did with his party on the return
journey on the way to the Yellow-
stone River. Unfortunately there is
no historical marker at Livingston,
Montana, to recall Clark’s party's
journey through this area. A city
park, however, along the Yellowstone
River is named Sacagawea State
Park, and Livingston's Park County
Museum displays a very detailed
map detailing Clark and party’s
journey over Bozeman Pass and his
route along the Yellowstone to its
confluence with the Missouri near
the Montana-North Dakota stateline.

From Livingston we left the “Trail”
and journeyed south through Yellow-
stone National Park, and then east-
ward across Wyoming. Eventually
we crossed the Mississippi River at
Alton, Illinois and stopped at Lewis
and Clark Memorial at a setting sim-
ilar to the 1804 location of the Expe-
dition’s 1804 Winter establishment
which they called “Camp Wood”. We
reminisced as to what must have
been the thoughts of members of the
exploring party as they looked across
the Mississippi River to the mouth of
the mighty Missouri whose course
was to be their route to the Rocky
Mountains.

It was a very satisfying and interest-
ing trip.
(signed) Doug Cameron

Editor's Observation: The Camerons, during
their travels, were in the vicinity of several
Lewis and Clark sites or exhibits that they
either passed by or their letter did not report
seeing. Some of these are: the Oregon Histori-
cal Society’s collection of L. & C. memorabilia,
Portland; the U.S, Army Engineer's Inter-
pretive Center at Bonneville Dam, Oregon-
Washington; Oregon’s Hat Rock State Park, a
L. & C. landmark on the Columbia River,
Route No. 730, near Umatilla, OR; Washing-
ton’s Sacajawea/Sacagawea State Park, at
the confluence of the Snake and Columbia
Rivers, near Pasco, WA, Lewis & Clark Trail
Park, U.5. Route 12, near Waitsburg, WA;
many historical L. & C. markers along U.S.
Route 12, along the Clearwater and Lochsa
Rivers in northern Idaho; the Gates of the
Mountains, on the Missouri River, just north
of Helena, Montana; the Great Falls, Montana
region, the overlooks of the Missouri River
Falls and the Giant Spring; and the Scriver
Lewis and Clark heroic size memorial statute
at Fort Benton, Montana. From Livingston,
Montana, they might have journeyed east-
ward, 28 miles from Billings on U.S. Route 10,
to Pompeys Pillar, where Clark's name and
date are still visible where he carved them on
the sandstone face of the geologic landmark
(see WPO, Vol. 2, No. 2). The editor realizes
that no single traverse of the Lewis and Clark
Trail will afford the time and convenience for
visiting each and every location or exhibit
relating to the famous Expedition. In fact, we
hear from many enthusiasts who have fol-
lowed in the footsieps of the Expedition by
programming travel on a segment of the Trail
each summer for several summers. They tell
us that they haven't missed a single locale or
interpretive experience, Travel to and from the
Foundation's annual meetings, which in
themselves are interpretively oriented, often
afford Trail travel opportunities.



WPO SUPPLEMENTARY PUBLICATIONS

These publications bring to members of the Foundation and others, special
items of interest, and on occasion, reprints of out-of-print publications that

are not otherwise available.

WPO Publication No. 1, October 1976 $2.00

“Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting, August
15-18, 1976, Great Falls, Montana”

Contents: “President’s Message”, by Wilbur P, Werner; “Sta-
tus of Missouri River Breaks Wild and Scenic River Legis-
lation”, by Edwin Zaidlicz; “Sacagawea and Sacagawea
Spring”, by E.G. Chuinard, M.D.; “The Expedition’s Journals
— Captain Lewis’s Discovery and Description of the Great
Falls of the Missouri River”, by Robert E. Lange; “The White
Pirogue of the Lewis and Clark Expedition”, by Bob Saindon.

WPO Publication No. 2, July 1977 .75¢
“Our Dog Scannon — Partner in Discovery”

Ernest S. Osgood’s monograph about the Expedition’s New-
foundland dog. A delightful perspective of the canine member
of the exploring party. Reprint from Montana the Magazine of
Western History, Vol. XXVI, No. 3, Summer 1977.

WPO Publication No. 3, July 1978 $1.50

“Beacon Rock on the Columbia: Legends and Tra-
ditions of a Famous Landmark”, by Henry J. Biddle.

A reprint of Biddle’s 1925 monograph concerning the acqui-
sition and preservation of the 800 foot high landmark on the
Columbia River. Lewis and Clark described the geologic for-
mation in 1805-1806. Annotations by Robert E. Lange.

WPO Publication No. 4, December 1980
$2.50

“Three Papers Presented at the Foundation’s 12th An-
nual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska, and Sioux City, Iowa,
August 20-22, 1980

Contents: “Sergeant Floyd and the Floyd Memorial at Sioux
City, lowa”, by Edward Ruisch; “Some Thoughts on the Death
of Sergeant Charles Floyd”, by E.G. Chinard, M.D.; “Ex-
pansion of the Fur Trade Following Lewis and Clark”, by
Charles E. Hanson, Jr,

WPO Publication No. 5, August 1981 .75¢

“Thirteenth Annual Meeting — Visit to the Missoula
County Courthouse — The Edgar Samuel Paxson
Murals”, compiled by Robert E. Lange.

The visit to the Missoula, Montana, courthouse was an event
during the Foundation's Annual Meeting. This publication
provides biographical information about Montana artist
Edgar Paxson, and descriptions of two of the eight Paxson
murals in the courthouse that depict incidents related to the
Expedition in the Missoula Area.

WPO Publication No. 6, July 1982 $4.00

“Contributions of Philadelphia to Lewis and Clark His-
tory”, by Paul Russell Cutright. 52 pages, illustrations.

Dr. Cutright provides an in-depth study of activities related to
the Expedition in Philadelphia, both before (1803) and after
(1807-1814) the explorers’ return. Litterateur Nicholas Biddle's
contribution toward seeing to the publication of a narrative
based on the Captains’ journals is included in Dr. Cutright'’s
fine monograph.

WPO Publication No. 7, May 1984

Lewis’s Woodpecker — Clark’s Nuteracker

$4.00

Color portraits of birds whose names memorialize the sur-
names of Captains Lewis and Clark. Reproduced from color
paintings by Marie Nonnast Bohlen through the courtesy of
Fawecett Publications and publisher Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Two 8 X 10 inch portraits with descriptive captions on fine
paper stock in authentic color, and suitable for framing.

For more information concerning the ornithology of the Lewis
and Clark Expedition, see We Proceeded On, Vol. 10, Nos. 2 &
3, May 1984.

WPO Publication No. 8, November 1984
$3.00

“Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and the Dis-
covery of Montana”, by Harry W. Fritz, 32 pages, maps.

This is an unabridged transcript of a paper presented at the
16th Annual Banquet of the Foundation, Great Falls, Mon-
tana, August 8, 1984. Dr. Fritzin his fine speaking and writing
style, and backed by his extensive knowledge, has produced
this review of the purpose, organization and personnel of the
exploring enterprise. In addition it presents a fine recapitu-
lation of the Expedition’s documentation of their experiences
and discovery of what is today the great state of Montana. It
was in Montana where the exploring party spent the most
“traveling” days while traveling the most miles, overcame one
of their greatest obstacles to their favorite river travel (the
Great Falls of the Missouri), and established their most nu-
merous night encampments.

Prices for the above publications include postage and
cost of production only.

Order from: WPO Publications, 5054 S.W. 26th Place,
Portland, OR 97201. Make checks payable to the
Foundation. Postage stamps are acceptable in lieu of
checks.

THE FOUNDATION NEEDS THE CONTINUED INTEREST AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF LEWIS AND CLARK
ENTHUSIASTS ON A NATION-WIDE BASIS. WE HOPE, IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER, THAT
YOU WILL CONSIDER LENDING YOUR SUPPORT TO THE FOUNDATION. IF YOU REQUIRE ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION, A PROSPECTUS DESCRIBING THE FOUNDATION, TOGETHER WITH A MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION, WILL BE FORWARDED PROMPTLY. ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO THE SECRETARY.

“this morning we set out early and proceeded on ..."”

f WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals of the Expedition: — \

“ .. wind from the S.W. we proceeded on . .. until 6 oClock . ..”
“... the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on . ..
“We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes ...”

“We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S. Side. . .”
k “ .. clouded up ... We proceeded on under a fine breeze ..

”

Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805.
Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805.
Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1806.

Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806.

Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1804.
Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805. /
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