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"Meet Me In St. Louis" Has a Special Significance for Members 
Of the Foundation Who Plan To Attend the 17th Annual Meeting 

- August 4 - 7, 1985 -

By Winifred "Winnie" George1 

The 'Metro St. Louis' (St. Louis, St. Charles, and south
ern Illinois) members of the Foundation are enthusias
tic about the plans for the organization's 17th Annual 
Meeting to be headquartered at St. Louis's Holiday Inn
Riverfront across the street from the Jefferson Na
tional Expansion Memorial, the 630 foot high Gateway 
Arch. From the Holiday Inn you easily step from the 
present to the past. In the downtown area fully restored 
historic landmarks are intermingled with soaring new 
buildings dominated by the Gateway Arch. The Arch 
and Museum (a National Park facility) is a monument 
to our nation's westward expansion which began when 
Lewis and Clark outfitted and launched their Expedi
tion from Camp DuBois and St. Louis, and St. Charles 
in 1804 - all in the Metro St. Louis area. 

Currently planned activities include: 

- A visit to the Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial (Gateway Arch) where NPS guides will 
conduct members through the Museum of West
ward Expansion with special emphasis on the 
David Muench giant photo murals of scenes 
along the Lewis and Clark Trail.2 

- A short trip to Cahokia (Illinois) sites where 
Lewis and Clark visited, recruited men, obtained 
supplies and acquired information. We will in
clude an interpretive visit to Cahokia Mounds 
Historic Site. 

- A trip to Lewis and Clark State Park at the 
confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi Riv
ers, near Hartford and Wood River, llinois -the 
site of the Expedition's Camp DuBois ("Camp 
Wood"), the exploring party's winter establish
ment 1803-1804. Visit to the Memorial.a 
1. Winifred George is an a1·dent Lewis and Clark enthusiast, has been a 
regular attendee a t Foundation Annual Meetings, and is the 1st Vice 
President of the St. Louis Visitors Center, a volunteer, not-for-profit, 
organization. 

2. See: Lewis and Clark: Voyage of Discovery. Reproductions in color 
of the Muench mural photographs, with a delightful, imaginative text 
by Dan Murphy (see WPO, Vol. 3, No. 2, p . 7; Vol. 4, No. 1, p. 11; Vol. f{, 
No. 3, p. 4; Vol. 5 , No. 4, pp. 12-13). Published by K.C. Publications, Las 
Vegas, NV., 1977. 

3. See We Proceeded On: Vol. 5, No. 4, pp. 1, 3; Vol. 7, No. 4, p. 3; Vol. 8., . 
No. 2, p. 13. 

- A visit to the Missouri Botanical Gardens with 
time to roam through these world famous gar
dens and to hear a lecture about the Expedition's 
botanical activities and about Henry Shaw who 
founded the gardens. · 

- A field trip with interpretive speaker to Gen
eral Daniel Bissell House, which is close to the 
site of William Clark's home and very similar to 
it. Drive through O'Fallon Park, Bellefontaine 
Cemetery (Clark's Tomb) and to the Old Cathe
dral (Clark's funeral). 

- A dinner and special program at the Missouri 
(continued on page 4) 
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President Sherman's 
Message 

As of January 11th, we have no 
further news regarding the untime
ly death of past-president and treas
urer Clarence Decker. Th e investi
gation continues. Rewards for the 
identification of his assailant have 
been posted by East Alton and 
Wood River, Illinois groups. We will 
keep you informed of any new de
velopments. 

Clarence kept very orderly and me
ticulous records and thanks to the 
full and intelligent cooperation of 
Clarence's son, Bob Decker, and the 
bank in East Alton, we were able to 
collect the Foundation 's financial 
assets (and records) swiftly and 
accurately. It was added good for
tune to find Foundation member 
J ohn Walker here in Portland, well 
qua lified a nd willing to assume the 
role of Treasurer. Within ten days 
following Clarence's death we had 
bridged the gap and were back in 
business. 

J ohn Walker is a principal in Assets 
Management, Inc. He is a n invest
ment advisor, regis tered with th e 
Securities and Exchange Commis
sion, and ideally suited to handling 
Foundation financial assets. I a m 
particularly pleased th at our new 
treasurer is located in Portland. 
Almost all of the financial transac
tions of the Foundation involve and 
originate with our Membership 
Secretary, Ruth Lange, and with 
Bob Lange, editor for our We Pro
ceeded On publications. All of the 
membership dues remittances and 
all of the in voices involved with the 
development and publication of 
each issue of our magazine We Pro
ceeded On and other WPO Supple
mentary Publications are carefully 
assembled, documented and pro
cessed in the Lange household. 
Local access to the organization 's 
treasurer simplifies the work load, 
saving time, much postage expense 
and mail transit time, and commun
ications. I hope that many members 
will take the time at next August's 
St. Louis Annual Meeting to thank 
John Walker for his interest and 
willingness to maintain the Foun
dation's financial continuity. 

On another m atter: Every non
profit organization that I belong to 
has asked me, during the past two 
years, to consider increasing my 
annual contribution, or to consider 
upgrading my membership level or 
classification. Operating costs have 
been increasing for all non-profit 
groups and upgrading membership 
levels is a great h elp toward avoid
ing increased dues. Our upgraded 
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categories are: "Sustaining Mem
bers?ip" - $25.oo. annually; "Sup
portmg Membership" - $50.00 an
nually; and "Contributing Member
ship" - $100.00 annually. Our 
present m embership stands at 
about 725 members, and of this 
total we have 64 "Sustaining Mem
bers", four "Supporting Members", 
and ten "Contributing Members". 

D~e .to increased costs of paper, 
prmtmg, and postage, our We Pro
ceeded On publication is no longer 
self-supporting. Rather than hav
ing to raise general membership 
~ues (an action that will necessarily 
increase administration a nd print
ing expenses) I'm going to suggest 
that the membership committee in
clude a request with each member
ship renewal solicitation that will 
ask for consideration for upgrading 
your membership category, if you 
deem it appropriate. I think that we 
can do much better than we have 
been doing to date, and the Founda
tion will benefit from your added 
support. 

John Logan Allen, Professor of 
Geography, University of Connec
ticut, and the a uthor of the fine 
volume Passage Through the Gar
den: Lewis and Clark and the 
Image of the American Northwest 1 

has accepted my invitation to be o~r 
Annual Banquet Speaker for the 
Foundation's 17th Annual Meeting 
in St. Louis, and I'm tremendously 
pleased. Winifred George and her 
people in St. Louis are determined 
to make our meeting there, this 
year, our best ever. Be sure you plan 
to be in St. Louis, August 4-7, 1985. 
See details on page 1, this issue of 
We Proceeded On. 

And, ~ut of the blue, a sad, yet heart 
warming message! The Alton Bank
ing & Trust Co. of East Alton Illi
nois, advises that Clarence D~cker 
has left the Lewis & Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation a handsome 
bequest of $25,000. plus a l/24th 
share of any estate residual. Legal 
processes being what they are the 
Foundation might not actuall~ re
ceive a ny monies for eighteen to 
twenty-four months. 

This announcement reopened a 
wound and generated regrets that 
the bequest was triggered in un
timely" fashion. But it is a warm 
feeling to be reminded of Clarence's 
total devotion to our Foundation 
and to realize that he projected that 
care and concern beyond his own 
life span. 

Bill Sherman, President 

1. U.niversity of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1975. 
Reviewed in WPO, Vol. 1, No. 3. 
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If You Are a Collector of Lewis and Clark Literature 
You Will Wish to Acquire a Copy of the Foundation's 

Supplementary Publication 

WPO PUBLICATION NO. 8 

"MERIWETHER LEWIS AND WILLIAM CLARK 
AND THE DISCOVERY OF MONTANA" 

By Harry W. Fritz, 33 pages, maps and illustrations 

Dr. Fritz~ Professor of History, University of Monta na, Missoula, pre
s~nt~d this.p~per at the 16th Annual Meeting Banquet, August 8, 1984. In 
his fu'!-e wn.tmg style, and b~cked with his extensive knowledge, this is a 
recapitul.at10.n of the explonng party's discovery, experiences, and doc
umentation m the gre.a~ state of Montana. It was in present-day Mon
ta~a where ~?e Expedition traveled the most miles, spent the most "tra
vehnf? da_Ys , and overcame one of their greatest obstacles to their 
fav?nte river travel (th~ Great Falls of the Missouri), and establish ed 
their most numerous mght encampments. Eminent historian Donald 
J a?kson, commented in a letter to We Proceeded On editor Bob Lange: "I 
en)oyed the experience of reading a history professor who had done his 
homework. His banquet address makes for a good quick reference to the 
Expedition's time and itinery in Montana." ' 

Order from: WPO Publications, 5054 S.W. 26th Place, Portland, OR 
97201. Enclose $3.00 to cover publication costs and postage. 

Headwaters Chapter 
New Montana Entity 

Foundation President Bill Sherman 
and Membership Secretary Ruth 
Lange have received notice of the 
formation of a new Foundation 
chapter in south-central Montana 
consisting of members residing ~ 
Gallatin, Madison, Park, Beaver
head, Sweetgrass, and Stillwater 
Counties. Donald F. Nell, Bozeman, 
Montana, spearheaded the interest 
and organizati on of the chapter and 
will serve as its first president. The 
charter meeting took place on De
cember 12, 1984, and two meetings 
h ave been h eld since that date. The 
group has committed itself to hold
ing four quarterly meetings annu
ally with meeting content dealing 
specifically with the history and 
heritage of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. As of the date of this 
a nnouncement the following 16 
individuals have joined together for 
that purpose: 

Donald F. Nell, President; John E. 
Taylor, Vice President; Jean 
Schmidt, Secretary; Teddy Sanem, 
Treasurer; Merrill G. Burlingame; 
Richard Ellis; Deanne C. Eppler; 
John Fellerhoff; Douglas Haber
man; Ch arles Kirkpatrick; Stuart E. 
Knapp; Everett R. Leusink; Mary 
Lensink; Rose Pratt, all of Boze
man; John M. Rogers, Livingston; 
and Volney Steele, Bozeman. 

The name of the new organization, 
"Headwaters Chapter", connotates 
to the nomenclature Missouri Head
waters State Park located at the 
three forks of the Missouri River 

-3-

and adjacent to the community of 
Three Forks, Montana. Bozeman, 
Three Forks, and Livingston will 
serve as the center of an extensive 
area of Lewis and Clark country 
stretching from as far south as 
Lemhi Pass (Beaverhead County) 
and the communities of Dillon, 
Twin Bridges, a nd Whitehall, and 
as far east as the Expedition 's 
canoe camp (Stillwater County) and 
the communities of Big Timber, 
Columbus, and Park City. These are 
l ocations involving Lewis and 
Clark history and heritage, a nd are 
where individuals reside who are 
enthusiasts of the great exploring 
enterprise. 

Foundation Past President Bob 
Saindon attended the charter meet
ing, and Don Nell has been ap
prised of the interest and desire to 
assist the new entity from Founda
tion Director Bob Bivens and the 
Foundation's Portage Route Chap
ter in Great Falls. 

The Foundation needs the 
interest and encourage
ment of Lewis and Clark 
enthusiasts. If you are not 
already a member, per
haps you will consider 
lending your support to 
the Foundation. A prospec
tus together with a mem
bership application will be 
forwarded promptly. Ad
dress your request to the 
Secretary or Membership 
Secretary. See page 2. 



Annual Meeting (con't from page 1) 
Historical Society where we will see the new 
Stupp Memorial Pool and Fountain, which com
memorates the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
There will be adequate time to view the many 
fine Expedition related exhibits in the museums. 

- A visit to historical St. Charles where the St. 
Charles Rendezvous members will provide spe
cial programs and a typical 1804 meal. 

- A visit to the Florissant community (across 
Coldwater Creek), St. Ferdinand Sacred Heart 
Convent and several homes where Lewis and 
Clark visited. 

The speakers and interpreters for the meeting will 
include: 

- Dr. James Neal Primm. His subject: "The Immediate 
Economic Results of the Lewis and Clark Expedition". 

- Norbury Wayman and Raymond Bruen. Their sub
ject: "St. Louis as Lewis and Clark knew it". 

- Dr. Betty Burnett. Her subject: "Lewis and Clark and 
the Bissells" and "Old Cathedral - William Clark's 
Funeral and Burial". 

St. Louis and Vicinity 

- Dr. Mildred K. Brown. Her subject: "French Colonial 
Period in Illinois" and "The Cahokia Mounds". 

- Dr. Ann Roger,s. Her Subject: "Lewis and Clark in 
Florissant". 

- Claude Strausser, U.S. Corps of Engineers. His sub
ject: (a unique slide presentation) "The River Then and 
Now". 

- Dr. Marshall Crosby. A lecture at the M1ssouri His
torical Gardens. 

Dr. John Logan Allen, Professor of Geography, Uni
versity of Connecticut;' has accepted Foundation Pres
ident Bill Sherman's invitation to be the speaker for the 
17th Annual Banquet. 

Foundation awards will be presented to recipients at 
the annual banquet, and there will be Special Awards 
tendered to "Metro St. Louis" members in connection 
with the National History Day competition. 

Special demonstrations, reenactments, entertainment, 
picnics and meals have been planned. The St. Louis 
Cardinals Baseball Club heard that you are coming to 
St. Louis and they are scheduled for a 1:15 Sunday 

(con't on facing page) 
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(con't from page 4) 
game with the Philadelphia Phil
lies. The city will be in the midst of 
several celebrations: The 20th An
niversary of the dedication of the 
Gateway Arch; the 50th Anniver
sary of the Memorial; the 125th 
Anniversary of the dedication of the 
Old Cathedral; and the 175th Anni
versary of the Charter of the City of 
St. Louis! 

A special mailing to all members of 
record will provide a complete pro
gram and registration forms and 
will be made in April. There will be 
so much excitement and activity. 
Don't miss the 17th Annual Meet
ing - So, Y'all Come - "Meet me in 
St. Louis." 

4. Dr. Allen is well known to Lewis and Clark 
scholars and enthusiasts through his fine 
volume Passage Through the Garden: Lewis 
and CLarll and the American Northwest. Uni
versity of Illinois Press. Urbana, 1975. Re· 
viewed in WPO, Vol. 1, No. 3. His banquet 
address prepared for the 8th Annual Meeting, 
Great Falls, Mt., August 1976 was presented 
to the banquet auruence by Hal Stearns, Hel
ena Montana (see, WPO, Vol. 2, No. 3, pp. 8-
11). Dr. Allen was not able to attend the meet
ing due to illness. John was a lso one of the 
speakers at the Symposium "Perspectives on 
our Past - Enlightenment Science in the 
Pacific Northwest - The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition", sponsored by Lewis and Clark 
College, Portland, OR, and funded by a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Hu
manities. See WPO, Vol. 10, Nos. 2 & 3, p. 6. 
His paper prepared for that event was in
cluded in the transcript of symposium lec
tures enclosed with the mailing of WPO, Vol. 
10, No. 4 (see related story, page 3, this issue of 
WPO). 

The "Surprise" Mailed 
With The Nov. 84 WPO 
Time waits for no man, and things 
have a habit of happening without 
explanation! Such was the case last 
November after all of the space in 
the 36 page We Proceeded On had 
been formatted. In fact, the editor's 
final look at page proofs and the 
dielux (Van Dyke) had taken place 
and the issue was at the printers. 

The telephone brought an inquiry 
and an offer from Leonoor Ingra
h am, Director of the Watzek Li
brary, Lewis and Clark College, 
Portland, Oregon, that just couldn't 
be turned down. We h ad to move 
fast! Leonoor's inquiry asked if we 
were interested in providing each 
member of the Foundation with a 
copy of the published transcript of 
the lectures presented at the Febru
ary 1984 symposium "Perspectives 
on Our Past - Enlightenment Sci
ence in the Pacific Northwest -
The Lewis and Clark Expedition". 1 

The attractively printed 74 page col-

l. See We Proceeded 011, Vol. 9, No. 2, p. 17; 
Vol. 10, No. 1, p. 3. 
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lection of the four lectures presented 
at the on-campus . symposium, to
gether with a bibliography of the 
"Lewis and Clark Collection" (re
cently presented to the library)2 had 
just been delivered to the librarian's 
office at the Watzek Library. Since 
three of the four lectures and the 
bibliography involved scholarly 
members of our Foundation,'' this 
was an offer that could not be re
sisted. It was just logical that n o 
time should be lost, since a consid
erable saving in postage would be 
realized if the lecture/bibliography 
reprint could be mailed with the 
November issue of We Proceeded 
On. We accepted the offer and made 
arrangements: to pick up the re
quired quantity of the publications 
at the college library; transport 
them to our mail-out service; and 
instruct the service to include a 
copy with each issue of our publica
tion due to be delivered from our 
press and processed for mailing the 
next day. Now we have told you 
why there was no notice concerning 
the "surprise" in the envelope with 
your copy of the November 1984 We 
Proceeded On. 

Needless to say, the editor, repre
senting all of our member/readers, 
has expressed our thanks to Leo
noor Ingraham and Portland's 
Lewis and Clark College. Further, it 
should be said that in addition to 
the funding of a substantial library 
grant for underwriting the major 
expen se of the fine symposium by 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, this same grantor pro
vided additional funds for the 
printed transcripts of the lectures 
and the bibliography. Our thanks 
are a lso extended to that entity, and 
to Lewis and Clark College's Dr. 
William F. Willingham a nd Leo
noor Ingraham for their expert edit
ing a nd formatting of the publica
tion. 

2. The Chuinarcls' gift to the Watzek Library. 
See We Proceeded On. Vol. 8, No. 4, p. 17. 

3. James P. Ronda, Gary Moulton, John 
Allen , and E.G. "Frenchy" Chuinarcl. See We 
Proceeded On, Vol. 10, Nos. 2 & 3, page 6. 

Editor's Note: 
We would like to include in each issue 
of WPO, news items detailing current 
or forthcoming activities related to 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 
each of the eleven trail states, or for 
that matter, any activity anywhere 
that would be of interest to members 
and readers. To accomplish this, we 
must rely on our Directors, their des
ignated reporters, and other Lewis 
and Clark enthusiasts, to provide us 
with this information. We would be 
pleased to hear from you. 
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Robert Beale 
1906-1984 

Robert Beale, Pomeroy, Washing
ton, a member of the Washington 
State Lewis and Clark Trail Com
mittee, passed away December 24, 
1984. Whenever any writer came to 
Pomeroy, Garfield County (south
eastern), Washington seeking infor
mation about the history of the 
area, h e usually ended up talking to 
Bob Beale. A cattleman and ranch
er until he retired in 1978, he was 
well known as a historian, pho
tographer, and owner of a private 
museum on Main Street in Pome
roy. Beale was appointed to the 
Washington State Lewis and Clark 
Trail Commit tee in 1982 and was a 
significant contributor to the organ
ization. The Lewis and Clark Expe
dition traveled through present-day 
Garfield County - on the Snake 
(the Expedition's "Lewis") River on 
the 1805 outbound journey, and 
cross-country through the Pomeroy 
area on the 1806 return journey. A 
member of the (national) Founda
tion, he attended annual meetings 
in 1983 at Pasco, Washington, and 
in 1984 at Great Falls, Montana. He 
published a little historical booklet 
titled "Lewis and Clark and the 
Shahaptian Speaking Americans", 
and a copy was a gratuity presented 
to each attendee at the Founda
tion's 1983 Annual Meeting. Beale 
was personally acquainted with 
several Nez Perce Indians and was 
a particularly good friend of Josiah 
Red Wolf, the last survivor of the 
1877 Nez Perce War. His collection 
of photographs displayed in his 
museum contained numerous pho
tographs of Indians. 

His over 50 years of cattle and 
wheat farming made him the recip
ient of top honors, including "Cat
tleman of the Year" in 1978. Earlier, 
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in 1972, he was recognized with the 
"Citizen of the Year" award. The 
Washington State Parks and Recre
ation Commission awarded him 
special recognition on December 21, 
1984 (three days prior to his death) 
in appreciation for his contribu
tions of more than 50 major pieces 
of antique farm equipment for the 
Commission's Olmstead Pioneer 
Farm, a living farm museum near 
Ellensburg. 

Bob Beale spearheaded the activity 
and provided funding for a project 
supported by the Washington State 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee 
and the Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission for the 
erection of a interpretive sign
markl:!r soon to be installed at the 
Three Forks Indian Trail 1, four 
miles east of Pomeroy. It was near 
this place that Lewis and Clark and 
their party met Nez Perce Indians 
on the 1806 return journey (see illus
tration, WPO, Vol. 10, No. 4, p. 19). 

His vitality, interest in many pro
jects, involvement with the youth of 
his community (4-H; Future Farm
ers of America; and Camp Fire 
Girls), and many philanthropic 
activities have endeared him to his 
community and many friends. 

1. Not to be confused with the well-known 
Three Forks, Montan a , where the Missouri 
River is formed at the confluences of the Jef
ferson, Gallatin, and Madison Rivers. 

Charles L. Peterson 
1909-1985 
A communication from Mrs. Peter
son and a letter from Mildred Goos
man, 1 have informed We Proceeded 
On of the passing of Charles L. 
Peterson, the first superintendent 
for the National Park Service's Fort 
Clatsop National Memorial near 
Astoria, Oregon. 2 The Peterson's 
were out for a walk on January 27th 
when he succumbed to a heart at
tack. It had been seven years since 
he had an initial attack and suc
cessful heart surgery. 

Peterson was an ideal choice for the 
initial superintendency of the Fort 
Clatsop facility where h e served 
from June 1960 until August 1965. 
Records and copies of letters:i in the 
administration offices in the Vis-

1. Omaha, Nebraska, a past director of the 
Foundation a nd a cousin of Charles Peteraon. 

2. The site of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion's 1805-1806 winter establishment, about 
four and one-half miles southwest of Astoria, 
Oregon. 

3. A search of the editor's files revealed copies 
of several exchanges of cor respondence be· 
tween Superintendent Peterson and the editor 
during his tenure at the Fort Clatsop National 
Memorial. 

itor's Center at Fort Clatsop reveal 
his strong interest and competence 
in getting the building construction, 
other development, administration, 
and interpretive activities under
way at the historic site that had 
recently (1958) been added to the 
National Park System. Working 
closely with Bumby Bell, a local 
Astoria historian, who was em
ployed as the first Ranger-Historian 
for the facility, the construction of 
the Visitor's Center, roads, grounds, 
and other improvements soon took 
shape and augmented the replica of 
the Fort that had been constructed 
earlier on the grounds by the Clat
sop County Historical Society, the 
Astoria Junior Chamber of Com
merce, and the Oregon Historical 
Society. The Oregon Historical So
ciety had acquired the original site 
(since enlarged by the purchase and 
gifts of adjacent property) at the 
turn of the century.4 

Peterson began his 40 year career 
with the National Park Service in 
1~29, and his assignments prior to 
coming to Fort Clatsop were at 
Glacier National Park (Montana), 
Mt. McKinley National Park (Alas
ka), Olympic National Park (Wash
ington State), Rocky Mountain Na
tional Park (Colorado) and Morris
town National Historic Park (New 
Jersey). He was Assistant Superin
tendent at the latter assignment. 
Leaving the superintendency at 
Fort Clatsop in 1965, he served as 
superintendent at the Fort Smith 
National Historic Site (Arkansas). 
He retired from the Park Service in 
June 1969 and moved with his fam
ily to Ashland, Oregon where he 
resided until his death. 

Charles Peterson's interest and at
tachment to the history and heritage 
of the Lewis and Clark saga and the 
Fort Clatsop site never waned. On 
several occasions he returned to the 
NPS Memorial near Astoria, Ore
gon for a visit and inspection of the 
progress that had been made over 
the years toward developing the 
historical location and expanding 
its interpretive program. He usually 
attended Lewis and Clark meetings 
and Expedition-oriented symposi
ums in Oregon and Washington 
State. He joined the (national) 
Foundation soon after its organiza
tion (1974) a nd more recently at
tended the Foundation's a nnual 
meetings in Pasco, Washington 
(1983), and at Great Falls, Montana 
(1984). His friendly associations 
with attendees and the editor at 

4. The Crown Zellerbach Corporation (North
west Timber Division), in addition to donating 
several parcels of land adjacent to the original 
site, provided the logs and other materia ls for 
the construction of the replica of the Fort. 
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these meetings were enjoyable ex
periences. It was obvious that his 
tenure with the National Park Ser
vice and particularly the initial 
development and administration of 
the Fort Clatsop National Memorial 
was a valuable contribution and a 
rewarding one for him and the 
many individuals he worked with 
and befriended over the years. 

He is survived by Mrs. (Faith) 
Peterson; two daughters, Karen J. 
Arvin of Oregon City, Oregon; and 
Susan Peterson, Ashland, Oregon; 
and three sisters, C. Lillia n Nor
man, Somers, Montana; N. Helen 
Larson, Kalispell, Montana, and 
Francis Travis, Butte, Montana. 
Charles' many friends in the Foun
dation extend sincere condolences 
to the family. 

Foundation Gift 
Memberships 
If you have someone on your 
gift list who is interested in 
American history and the 
contribution of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition to our na
tion's westward expansion, a 
membership in the Founda
tion, which includes the quar
terly issues of We Proceeded 
On, would be an appreciated 
gi,ft. 

The Foundation has an attrac
tive gift membership card 
which will list you as the 
sponsor of a membership. 
Send your gift membership fee 
together with the name. of the 
gift recipient and the occasion 
(friendship, birthday, gradua
tion, or holiday) you wish to 
honor to the Membership sec
retary whose address appears 
on page two. 

Dodge City Park, Omaha 
Designated L&CNHT 
Site 
The city of Omaha's Dodge Memo
rial Park has been designated a 
Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail Site, by the National Park 
Service, Midwest Regional Office in 
Omaha. Foundation member Tom 
Gilbert, NPS regional office staff, 
recently advised We Proceeded On 
of the "certification". Appropriate 
ceremonies were conducted at the 
park on September 29, 1984, when 
Randall R. Pope, Deputy Regional 
Director of the NPS Midwest Re
gional Office, presented the official 
trail logo markers to Robert L. Astle
ford, Director of Omaha's Parks, 

(continued on page 9) 
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Anecdote - From the 
Journals and Literature 
About the Expedition 
That Willia m C lark was cognizant 
of his literary sh ortcomings is evi
d en t in several instances in the cor
respondence b etween Clark and 
J efferson and Lewis and J efferson. 1 

In addition, there is a mysterious 
paragraph of prose supplied by 
Clark in his journal kept at the 
exploring party's winter establish
ment at "Camp Wood" (present-day 
Illinois) prior to the Expedition's 
d eparture in 1804, th at would lead 
us to believe that he was striving for 
self-improvem ent in his writing 
style. 

On April 3, 1805, four days prior to 
the party's depa rture from their 
1804-1805 Fort Mandan winter estab
lishment, n ear presen t Washburn, 
North Dakota, Clark wrote to Pres
ident Jefferson as follows: 

Sir - It being the wish of Capt. 
Lewis I take the liberty to send you 
for your own perusal the notes which 
I have taken in the form of a journa l 
in their original state. You will read
ily perceive in r eading over these 
notes that many parts are incorrect, 
owing to the variety of information 
received at different times. I most 
sincerely wish that leasure had per
mitted me to offer them in a more cor· 
rect form .... 2 

Lewis's letter to the president writ
ten on April 7, 1805, the day the 
Expedition departed from Fort 
Mandan for the western country, 
included a paragraph as follows : 

You will also receive herewith in
closed a part of Capt. Clark's private 
journal, the other part you will find 
inclosed in a separate tin box. This 
journal is in it's original state, and of 
course incorrect, but it will serve to 
give you the daily detales of our pro
gress and transactions. Capt. Clark 
dose not wish this journal exposed in 
it's present state, but has no objec
tion, that one or more copies of it 
being made by some confidential 
person under your direction, correct-

1. On the day the Expedition departed for 
points west, Corporal Warfington, in charge 
of the keel boat and a crew of the engages (who 
had accompanied the party as far as the 
Mandan(l) began a journey downriver to return 
to St. Louis. Among the dispatches reports, 
ma ps, coUected specimens, etc., were the Cap
tains' letters to their president. See footnotes 2 
and 3,post. 

2. Donald Jackson, (Editor), Letters of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition With Related 
Documents -1783-1854, University of Illinois 
Press, Urbana, 1962. Second enlarged edition 
(2 Volumnes), 1978. Letter 148, p. 230; Letter 
144 a nd note, p. 226. Also reproduced in: 
Reuben G. Thwaites (Editor), Original Jour
nals of the Lewis arid Clark Expedition -
1804-1806, Dodd, Mead & Co., N.Y., 1904-1905 
(Seven Volumes and Atlas) Reprint editions: 
Antiquarian Press, N.Y., 1959; Arno Press, 
N.Y., 1969. Vol. 7, p. 313. 
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ing it's grammatical errors &c. In
deed it is the wish of both of us, that 
two of those copies should be made, if 
convenient a nd retained untill our 
return .... A copy of this journal will 
assist me in completing my own for 
publication after my return .... a 

Paul R. Cutright in a mongraph 
written for We Proceeded On (Vol. 
10, No. 1, February 1984, page 9), 
when writing about Lewis's journal 
keeping, says: 

From the wordings of these two let
ters, I feel obligated to conclude ... 
that Lewis persuaded Clark to send 
his journal to the President for the 
simple reason that he did not have 
one of his own to send. It is incon
ceivable that he would not have 
sensed Clark's discomfiture in trans
mitting his "incorrect" chronicle ... 
Lewis, by forwarding his own - if he 
had one - could so easily have 
avoided embarrassing Clark ... 

Also in this same letter to Jefferson , 
Lewis informed him that, once he 
had reached the headwaters of the 
Missouri he would, as he said, " ... 
send you my journal . . . " ' This state
ment creates incertitude, forit fa ils to 
explain what Lewis meant by " ... 
my journal ... "Did he have in mind 
a day-to-day chronicle beginning on 
May 14, 1804? Or was he thinking of 
a journal which had its provenance 
on April 7, 1805, the day of his letter? 

It is quite evident that Clark real
ized his deficiencies as a writer,5 

and that Lewis d espite of the fact 
that his own composition and spell
ing often h ad sh ortcomings, will
ingly accepted Clark's self-apprais
al. 

In the late Ernest S. Osgood's fine 
editing of The Field Notes of Cap
tain William Clark - 1803-1805,6 

3. Ibid: In Jackson, Letter 149, p. 231-232. In 
Thwaites, Vol. 7, pp. 318-319. 

4. Editor's note: In the same WPO a rticle, Dr. 
Cutright refers to Lewis's informing Jeffer
son, in the same letter, that he planned to" ... 
dispatch a canoe with three, perhaps four per
sons from the extreem navigable point of the 
Missouri . .. I sh al send you my journal .. . " 
This plan was never carried out and there 
were no dispa tch es sent to the president until 
the Expedition returned to St. Louis on Sep
tember 23, 1806. 

5. See: Robert B. Betts, " we commenced 
wrighting &c.' - A Salute to the Ingenious 
Spelling and Grammar of William Clark", in 
We Proceeded Ori, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 10-12 

6. Ernest S. Osgood (Editor), The Field Notes 
of Captai11 William Clark, 1803-1805, Yale 
University Press, New Haven, 1964. 

"Part I , The Dubois [Camp Wood] 
Journal", we find a peculiar and 
mysterious entry in Clark's journal 
for January 20, 1804. It a ppears to 
be copied from a copy-book (a teach
ing device of t h e time used for 
developing penmanship and prose) 
and h as no logical connection with 
the oth er factual information or 
drawings contained in his docu
mentation for th a t date, and read s 
as follows: 

Defined the Word Sense 
It is the faculty of the Soul , whereby 
it perceived external Objects. By 
means of impressions they make on 
certain organs of the body. These 
organs are Commonly reconed 5, viz: 
the Eyes, whereby we see objects: the 
ear, which enables us to hear sounds; 
the nose, by which we receive the 
Ideas of different smells; the Palate, 
By which we judge tastes; and the 
skin, which enables us to feel the dif
ferent, forms, hardness, or Softness 
of bodies.7 

This exposition on mankind's sen
sory faculties en ds as suddenly as it 
begins, and both the caption over 
and the paragraph under the cap
tion are written upside down on the 
manuscript page with the texts a nd 
drawings of the Expedition's keel
boat.8 Perhaps there was a little 
extra space on this page and Clark's 
pen was working well that day, and 
the copy-book was close at hand to 
induce h im to perform this short 
exercise in writing. We must note, 
however, that there i s some of 
Clark's typical erratic capitaliza
t ion, th at we must assume was not 
contain ed in the original copy in the 
copy book. We might a lso accuse 
him of inserting additional commas 
in this text. 

Responsive to most individuals' 
d esire for continued self-improve
ment, editor Osgood in his note 
related to this writing of Clark's 
makes this s ta tement: 

I have no explanation for this pas
sage, which appears to be a copy
book exercise. Perhaps it indicates an 
effort on the part of Clark to improve 
his prose and spelling.s 

There appears to be no other expla
nation. 

7. Ibid., p. 22-23; 204. 

8. Ibid., p. 204. 

9. Ibid., p. 23. 

The Editor and the Foundation's Publications Committee welcome manu
scripts dealing with the many aspects of the Lewis and Cla rk Expedition 
for publication in We Proceeded On. 

Manuscripts (typewritten-double spaced) may be forwarded to the Editor 
or to any member of the Publications Committee (addresses are listed 
in the Publisher's Plate on page 2). As a non-profit entity, neither the 
Foundation nor We Proceeded On, is in a position to offer honorariums 
for published manuscripts. Contributors will receive ten copies of the issue 
in which their article is published. 

-7-



Substantial Donations to Aid the Expansion and Development of Historic 
Fort Atkinson -A Nebraska State Park Facility 

(Based on feature articles appearing in the Omaha World-Tribune by staff writer Fred Thomas)' 

Historic Fort Atkinson State Park, 2 

just north of Omaha, Nebraska, is 
to be developed thanks to two 
$150,000 grants to the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Foundation. The 
grantors, the Burlington Northern 
Foundation and the Peter Kiewit 
Foundation made the announce
ment in January 1985. The $300,000 
will fund the construction of a Vis
itor Center at the state park that 
will house displays and audio-vis
ual progrms. Focus will be on the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, the 
mountain men and the fur trade, 
significant Indian treaties ne
gotiated at the site, and the Fort's 
military history. The Center will 
house a theater, sculptured murals, 
display areas, patio, a scale model 
of the famous fort, and other facili
ties to describe events that took 
place at the fort and the site, a bluff 
overlooking a stretch of the Missouri 
River. 

It was on this bluff that Meriwether 
Lewis, William Clark and members 
of their expedition met with Indians 
in 1804. Clark's journal provides a 
name "Camp Councile Bluff'.~~ It is 
of interest that Clark, in his journal 
indicates that the site " ... appears 
to be a verry proper place for a 
Tradeing establishment a nd fortifi
cation." He further remarked that 
the soil of the bluff would be suita
ble for making bricks and that there 
were several stands of timber, and 
that th e site was central to several 
Indian nations. He concludes his 
journal entry for August 3, 1804 by 
writing:" ... perhaps no other Situa
tion is as well Calculated for a Trad
ing establishment. The air is pure 
and helthy so far as we can judge."4 

Clark's keen observations were a 

Recent Meeting 

The sixtieth meeting of the ST A TE 
OF WASHINGTON LEWIS AND 
CLARK COMMITTEE was held at 
Pasco, Washington, October6, 1984. 
Committee member Ralph Rudeen 
acted as chairman in the absence 
of Chairman Roy Craft. Twelve of 
the committee's nineteen members 
were joined by eleven guests includ
ing Marcus and Helen Ware of 
Lewiston , Idaho. 

During the business meeting Hazel 
Bain reported on the committee's 
activities at the Warm Beach Camp, 

near prediction, for in 1819, the U.S. 
military established Fort Atkinson, 
and the installa tion remained active 
until 1827. It was one of the nation's 
largest military posts at the time, 
and housed more than 1000 soldi
ers. 

Many of the legendary figures in 
the fur trade. period visited the fort 
during their travels to and from the 
mountains. A replica of the council 
house, where the military and Indi
ans negotiated treaties will be con
structed near the visitor center. Ray 
Amack, assistant director of the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Com
mission, announced that as the 
interpretation program develops, 
some of the history of the site and 
the fort will be recreated in living 
history demonstrations. Individuals 
dressed in period garb will march 
on the parade ground, fire cannons 
indicative of the period, and other
wise depict life at the fort and the 
Indian presence. 

Harold W. Anderson, president of 
the World-Herald and chairman of 
the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Foundation, noted that there will be 
an elaborate Lewis and Clark dis
play - the first to tell that epic 
story in Nebraska. A tentative deci
sion has been made to have a n out
door mural depict Lewis and Clark 
and their party meeting the Indi
ans. Marvin Kivett, Nebraska State 
Historica l Society Director, is enthu
siastic about the development and 
praised th e two grants from the 
Burlington Northern Foundation 
and from the Peter Kiewit Founda
tion. Th e new center will be the 
third cooperative effort between the 
Game and Parks Commission and 
the Historical Society to more fully 

a children's summer camp in north
west Washington. Several commit
tee members provided the "first 
day" programs for the several camp
ing sessions. Cheryll Halsey reported 
for Robert Beale about the progress 
for the new interpretive marker to 
be ins talled four miles east of Pome
roy in southeastern Washington. 
This marker will relate to the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition and there 
was discussion concerning the name 
of the site a nd the verbiage to be 
contained on the marker. The 
marker will be dedicated in May 
1985 (see story in this issue of WPO, 
page 17). Bob Carriker, a member of 
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interpret the early history of the 
area. 
The expansion a nd development of 
the Fort Atkinson State Historical 
Park, together with the recently 
completed DeSoto Bend National 
Wildlife Refuge5 with its fine visitor 
center-museum (a few miles to the 
north and on Interstate Highway 29 
on the way to Sioux City, Iowa) will 
give Nebraska and Iowa residents 
and tourists two outstanding places 
to visit. 

1. Past Foundation Director Mildred Goos
man , always on th e alert for items that will be 
of interest to WPO readers, provided the news
paper clippings for developing this story. 

2. The Fort Atkinson State Park was visited 
by attendees during the Foundation's 12th 
Annual Meeting, August 1980. The fine picnic 
supper served at the park, the historical in ter
pretation, a nd the evening's entertainment 
were one of the highlights of the 1980 meeting 
(see WPO, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 7 and 8). 

3. Reuben G. Thwaites (Editor), Original 
Journals of the Lewi.~ and Clark Expedition, 
Dodd, Mead & Co., N. Y., 1904-1905. Reprint 
editions: Antiquaria n Press, N.Y., 1959; Arno 
Press, N.Y., 1969. Volume 1, pp. 98-99. 

Clark's nomenclature was the origin of the 
name later a nd presently applied to the city of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, across the river and a 
short distance south of the Fort Atkinson Site 
and the city of Omaha. There has been added 
confusion since the present community that 
adjoins the Fort Atkinson State Park bears 
the name Fort Calhoun. Historians explain 
that some early day military personnel infor
mally referred to Fort Atkinson as Fort Cal
houn. The fort was officially named for its 
commander Brigadier General Henry Atkin
son. John C. Calhoun was the U.S. Secretary 
of War during the time the fort was an active 
military installation. See a lso, Elliott Coues 
(Editor), History of the Expedition Under the 
Command of Lewis and Clark, Francis P. 

.Harper, N.Y., 1893. Reprin t edition Dover 
Publications, Inc., N.Y., 1965 and subsequent. 
Volume l, text and foo tnote 25, p. 66. 

4. Thwaites, op. cit. 

5. A site visited by a ttendees during the Foun
dation's 12th Annual Meeting, August 1980. 

the Board of Curators of the Washing
ton State Historical Society, repor ted 
that the Society has an intensive 
program to upgrade its museum 
exhibits with a recommendation 
that several basic themes should be 
considered including the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. Carriker asked if 
he should reflect the committee's 
interest and willingness to provide 
re commendations for such a n 
exhibit. Barbara Kubik reported 
that a hearing will be held regard
ing a Palouse Falls hydroelectric 
project. Today's Palouse river was 
the Expedition's "Drewyer's River", 

(can't on facing page) 
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named for George Drouillard (usu
ally spelled "Drewyer" by the Cap
tains) a member of the party. There 
is opposition to the project. 

Following luncheon arrnnged for by 
committee member Barbara Kubik, 
the committee adjourned and met in 
The Walter Oberst Room (named 
after the local historian, author, 
and member of the Committee) at 
the Franklin County Historical 
Museum. Oberst's opening remarks 
were followed by a brief program 
about the museum, its beginnings 
and collections by Sarah LeCompte. 
Vi Forrest, a (national) Foundation 
director reported and showed slides 
of many of the participants at the 
Foundation's 16th Annual Meeting 
held in August at Great Falls, Mon
tana. Ralph Rudeen provided details 
of the National Park Service's 
Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail Aduisory Council meeting -
an all-day event held on the Sunday 
preceeding the Foundation's 
August 5 - 8, 1984 meeting in Great 
Falls. 

Since the October 1984 Committee 
meeting, the Committee has met on 
January 5, 1985, at Long Beach, 
Washington, near the estuary of the 
Columbia River. As this issue of We 
Proceeded On goes to press, the 
minutes of this recent meeting have 
not been received. 

(more "Recent Meetings" p. 18) 

Back-Issues ofWPO 
Back-issues of We Proceeded 
On are available for purchase. 
Some early issues are paper 
plate photo-offset reproduc
tions of the original publica
tions and the quality of the 
illustrations are slightly depre
ciated. Present-day printing 
and mailing costs require that 
back-issues be supplied at 
$2.00 each to Foundation mem
bers, and at $2.50 each to non
members. You may request a 
copy of a "WPO Feature Story 
Prospectus", which lists the 
titles, etc., of feature stories 
that have appeared in We Pro
ceeded On and in WPO Sup
plementary Publications. A re
capitulation of book reviews 
that have been published in 
We Proceeded On is also in
cluded in this prospectus. 

Address requests for specific 
back-issues, or for the "WPO 
Feature Story Prospectus" to: 
5054 S.W. 26th P lace, Port
land, OR 97201. Remittances 
should be made payable to the 
Foundation. 
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Dodge Park - Omaha 
(can't from page 6) 
Recreation , and Public Property 
Department. 

The presenta tion was made as a 
special event during the annual 
"River City Roundup", a weeklong 
celebration h eld at the park which 
is situated at the northern edge of 
Omaha. Dodge Memorial Park (445 
acres) is located directly across the 
Missouri River from the actual site 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition's 
July 28, 1804, campsite. 

Approximately 40 members of var
ious Omaha black powder gun clubs 
re-created an encampment of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. The 
"Corps of Discovery" reenactors 
portrayed the exploring party's 
"Council Bluff' Indian assembly 
and council. Several thousands 
came to the park to watch the re
enactment and to join in other fes
tivities. In addition to the Lewis a nd 
Clark encampment, there was an 
Indian encampment, a French 
voyageur encampment, r iverboat 
rides, and a blue grass folk music 
festival. A tent was provided for 
showing motion pictures and slide 
shows relating to the history of the 
Omaha area. At the Lewis and 
Clark recreation, visitors were 
treated to demonstrations of rifle 
and cannon firing, various frontier 
skills, and displays of equipment 
and trade goods similar to those 
Lewis and Clark and their party 
would h ave had. Foundation mem
ber Tom Gilbert showed a 30-minute 
motion picture about the Expedition 
every hour throughout th e day. 
Interested visitors were invited to 
take a copy of the Foundation's 
"Membership Prospectus and Ap
plication" brochure. 

The Lewis and Clark encampment 
was organized and staged by Gail 
Holmes and Dick Fletcher, both 
area residents. Because of the su
perb job they and their enthusiastic 
helpers and participants did, the 
Lewis and Clark encampment has 
been made a permanent part of the 
"River City Roundup" annual ac
tivity. In addition, the exposure to 
the Lewis and Clark saga generated 
new members for the Foundation , 
and an on going effort has been 
initiated to form a chapter of the 
Foundation in the Omaha area. Mr. 
Jack Schmidt, Omaha recentl y 
joined the Foundation, and is 
spearheading the formation of a 
local entity and has contacted both 
Tom Gilbert and Past Foundation 
Director Mildred Goosman. Founda
tion Past President Strode Hinds 
will be available to the new organi
zation in a n advisory capacity, a nd 
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historian Charlie Martin, the West
erners, Sarpy County Historical So
ciety, and the Fontenelle Forest 
Nature Center have indicated their 
interest in assisting with the 
group's organization. 

Relating to the designation of 
Dodge Memorial Park as a 
L&CNHT site, the National Park 
Service has recommended that an 
improved interpretive sign be in
stalled in the park and has sug
gested the following verbiage: 

The Lewis & Clark Expedition trav
eled this reach of the Missouri River 
in 1804 on their journey to the Pa
cific Ocean and again in 1806 on 
their return. On July 28, 1804, the 
Expedition camped on a site across 
the river from this Park. George 
Drouillard, the Expedition's princi
pal hunter and interpreter, returned 
to camp that day with a Missouri 
Indian who lived in the nearby Oto 
Indian camp. The next day Lewis 
and Clark sent boatman La Llberte 
with the Indian to the Oto camp to 
invite the Indians to the river for a 
council. The Expedition continued 
upriver, camping on July 30 to Au
gust 3, 1804, a t a site just east of pres
ent-day Fort Atkinson State Histori
cal Park. Lewis and Clark named the 
site "Council Bluff'. On the morning 
of August 3, Lewis and Clark held the 
first of many councils with the Indi
ans they met a long theirjourney. The 
outstanding characteristic of these 
councils was the sincere recognition 
accorded by Lewis and Clark to the 
dignity of the Indians - a trait that 
was sorely lacking on the part of 
many later U.S. officials. 

The designation of Dodge Memorial 
Park as part of the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail h elps to 
illustrate what the NHT program is 
all about. The purpose of a NHT is 
to identify and protect a historic 
route and to provide for public use 
and enjoyment through historic in
terpretation, recreation, and retrace
ment opportunities along the route. 
A NHT is not necessarily a contin
uous land-based trail on the historic 
route, but is instead a " manage
men t unit" defined and developed to 
provide the public with opportuni
ties for recreation and interpreta
tion related to and usually along a 
historic route. It is a linear network 
of recreation and historic sites that 
may or may not be connected by 
publicly accessible retracement 
routes. In the case of the Lewis and 
Clark National Historic Trail, the 
retracement routes are primarily 
the portions of the Missouri a nd 
Columbia Rivers and their tributar
ies which were followed by the 
Expedition. 



Editor's note: Dr. Paul Russell Cutright has been a frequent con tributor to We Proceeded On, and is well known to Lewis and Clark 
enthusiasts for his many contributions to the literature concerning the Expedition in other historical peridicals and for his t wo fine 
volumes: Lewis and Clark: Pioneering Naturalists (Universit y of Illinois Press, 1969) and A History of the Lewis and Clark Journals 
(University of Oklahoma Press, 1975). A great admirer of Meriwether Lewis's attributes as a leader, naturalist, and keen observer , 
the monograph that he has prepared especially for this publication admirably introduces another illustration of the Captain's 
many abilities that is worthy of note. 

Meriwether Lewis's "Colouring of Events" 

By Paul Russell Cutright 

... "colouring of events," provides the underlying and ruling theme of this essay, just as the entire passage 
serves as a delightful example of Lewis's recurrent artistry in stringing apt words together colorfully. Indeed, 
the journal of Lewis from beginning to end, abounds in similar felicious passages, for Lewis was much more 
than explorer and military leader; he was a lso a writer and reporter, and on e of uncommon and surprising 
talent. 

On Apri l 7, 1805, the day the Corps of Discovery 
abandoned Fort Mandan (present-day North Dakota) 
and began its further ascent of the Missouri, Captain 
Meriwether Lewis wrote: 

... we were now about to penetrate a country at least two 
thousand miles in width, on which the foot of civilized man 
had never before trodden; the good or evil it h ad in s tore for 
us was for experiment yet to determine . . . however, as t he 
state of mind in which we are, generally gives the colouring 
of events,1 wh en the immagination is suffered to wander 
into futurity, the picture which now presented itself was a 
most pleasing one, entertaining as I do, t he most confident 
hope of succeeding in a voyage which had formed a 
da[r]ling project of mine for t he last ten years," I could but 
esteem this m oment of departure as the most happy of my 
life. (Thw. 1, 285).3 

The above italicized words, " colouring of events," 
provides the underlying and ruling theme of this essay, 
just as the entire passage serves as a delightful example 
of Lewis's recurrent artistry in stringing apt words 
together colorfully. Indeed, the journal4 of Lewis, from 
beginning to end, abounds in similar felicitous passage, 
for Lewis was much more than explorer and military 
leader; h e was also a writer and reporter , and on e of 
uncommon and surprising talent. 

I use the word "surprising" advisedly, for Lewis's 
formal education was limited, encompasing just five 
years in local schools of Albemarle County, Virginia. 
In those years he learned the rudiments of such 
subjects as Latin, history, mathematics and grammar , 
and may perhaps have impressed his teachers with his 
ability to write, even to form grammatically correct 
sentences. At least we know that, at the end of the five 
years, he discontinued his sch ooling, having been per
suaded by one of his elders, that he had "mastered 
grammar."5 

1. Italics mine. 

2. In 1792 Thoma s J efferson had proposed to the American Philoso· 
phical society that a competent person should be engaged to explore the 
t rans-Mississippi west. Meriwether Lewis, on learning of this proposed 
move, had "warmly solicited" Jefferson to obtain for him that post. 
However, a t that date Lewis was only eighteen years of age and, as a 
result, the French botanist Andre Michaux, was chosen instead. (See 
Biddle-Coues, I, xix-xx). 

3. Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Original Journals of the Lewis and 
Clark E xpedition, 1804-1806, 8 vols., New York: Dodd, Mead & Co. 
(1904-1905). Hereinafter citations from this source will be abbreviated 
as at the end of the a bove quotation. 

4. Strictly speaking the journal of Meriwether Lewis begins on April 7, 
1806, and continues, with few breaks, until mid-August, 1806, when 
Lewis, as a result of a bullet wound, discontinued it. Dm·ing the first leg 
of the journey, May 14, 1804-April 6, 1805, there exist only 15 bone fide 
entries by Lewis, these being, I submit, entirely inadequate to consti
tute a journal. 

5. Richard Dillon, Meriwether Lewis, New York: Coward-McCann 
(1965), 15. 
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In ensuing years, after leavin g school, Lewis joined the 
army, fought Indians and the British, gained a cap
taincy, became expert in the byways of wilderness 
existence, and, in February, 1801, was asked by Presi
dent T homas Jefferson to serve as his private secre
tary. 

Meriwether Lewis acted as secretary to Jefferson from 
April 1, 1801, through J uly 5, 1803, and it was during 
that biennium, more so th an during any other period of 
his life, that he acquired an increased a nd improved 
familiarity with his mother tongue which he later 
a deptly displayed when recounting his western expe
riences and adventures. As a fulltime resident of the 
White House, h e was privileged to mingle with men a nd 
women known for their superior intellect and refine
ment of language, among them certainly such.distin
guished figures as Vice President Aaron Burr, Secre
t ary of State James A . Madison, Secretary of the 
Treasury Albert Gallatin, and Secretary of War Henry 
Dearborn. And Lewis, with ears increasingly well
honed, listened and learned, thus extending his vocab
ulary and altering his speech to conform more nearly to 
that of the intellectually elite of his day. More than 
that, and perhaps of equal or greater importance, Lewis 
had ready access to Jefferson's librar y, one of the 
nation's largest, and doubtless was encouraged by the 
President, if n ot urged, to make full use of it. Thus, 
through reading the works of scholarly writers, Lewis 
further advanced his growing knowledge and usage of 
words. Also, under the direction of Jefferson, Lewis 
unquestionably made progress in broadening his know
ledge of n atural history and of the scientific terminol
ogy essential to the descriptions of those creatures 
comprising the plant a nd animal kingdoms. 

-2-
0nly an occasional historian has attempted to appraise 
the capabilities of Meriwether Lewis as a writer, and 
even then in a tone of seeming indifference. Reuben 
Gold Thwaltes may have been the first. While compar
ing Lewis's repertorial skills with those of Clark's, h e 
stated that the former expressed himself " .. .in more 
correct diction, [was] inclined to expatiate on details, 
especially with regard to Indians and natural history, 
and frequently revealed a poetic temperament a nd a 
considerable fund of humor."6 

Another scholar, Elijah H. Criswell,7 went somewhat 

6. Thwaites, I, xxxvi. 

7. Elijah Henry Criswell, (1888-1967), linguist, wr iter and teacher, was 
born in Missouri, educated in the Universities of Denver and Missouri, 
receiving his Ph.D. in the latter school in 1936. He later became Dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts of the University of Tulsa, Oklahoma, a nd, 
in 1963, published his most outstanding work: Lewis and Clark: Lin
guistic Pioneers. (See WPO, Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 6-7.) 
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further, declaring:" ... [Lewis] writes much better style 
than the other diarists. In the main, it is grammatically 
correct, flowing, somewhat artificial and sophisticated 
eighteenth century style, abounding in elegant lan
guage, with some evidence of a grave reserved humor, 
and now and then of sentimentality ... and we are 
prone to contrast Clark's rather illiterate tersness with 
Lewis's circumlocution and studied phraseology, to the 
disadvantage of Lewis."B 

I find myself immediately at variance with these 
appraisals by Thwaites and Criswell, and mainly 
because they do not go far enough. Both men had spent 
months on end with Lewis's journal, Thwaites trans
cribing and editing and Criswell ferreting out linguistic 
gems, yet they a lluded not at all to conspicuous com
mendatory features of Lewis's writing, among them his 
sizable working vocabulary, his quietly authorative 
statements, his active unrestrained interest in all natu
ral phenomena, his consistent adherence to truth and, 
above all, his wide command of adjectives, verbs and 
nouns which repeatedly give color to his sentences. 

Also, I cannot subscribe wholly to Thwaites' words, 
" inclined to expatiate," these being critical of Lewis. 
Admittedly, on occasion, Lewis was wordy, but often 
with good reason, as in his numerous detailed descrip
tions of plants and animals, as well as in those of 
Indian tribes, notably the Shoshoni. I must quarrel, 
too, with Criswell's words, "abounding in elegant lan
guage," these also being critical, at least s uggesting 
that Lewis here and there tended to be overly ornate or 
flowery with his prose. I incline to the position that, 
more often than not, Lewis's "elegant language" added 
charm and color to his lines. 

Quite properly neither Thwaites nor Criswell dispar
aged Lewis's numerous misspellings, his inattention to 
punctuation, and his failure to capitalize words that 
should have been, while capitalizing others that should 
not have been. These faults, like the ups and downs of 
April weather, are relatively minor and do not - at 
least should not - deter or disconcert the reader. 

-3-
ln the pages to follow it will be my aim to demonstrate, 
through the use of exactingly chosen diary passages, 
Meriwether Lewis's marked ability in "colouring" 
events. Manifestly, the passages in his journal are 
many and varied, touching upon events entirely too 
numerous to be considered in the space allowable to me. 
In the interests of clarity and sequence, I have 
arranged the excerpts chronologically, have given each 
a heading - these covering, as will be seen, a wide 
variety of subjects - and, thereafter, have cited date, 
locale and source. Herewith the first excerpt: 

EXPLANATION/HUMOR 
April 7, 1805, - Fort Mandan - "Our vessels consisted 
of six small canoes, and two large perogues. This little 
fleet altho' not quite as rispectable as those of Colum
bus or Capt. Cook were still viewed by us with as much 
pleasure as those deservedly famed adventurers ever 
beheld theirs; and I dare say with quite as much anx
iety for their safety and preservation." (Thw. I, 284). 

ATTAINMENT /GAIETY 
April 26, 1805 - Missouri, at mouth of Yellowstone -
" ... much pleased at having arrived at this long wished 
for spot, and in order to aid in some measure to the 
general pleasure which seemed to pervade our little 
community, we ordered a dram to be issued to each 
person; this soon produced the fiddle, and they spent 
8. Elijah Henry Criswell , Lewis and Clark: Linguis tic Pioneers, 
Columbia, Missouri. University of Missouri Studies, XV (1963), xix and 
xx iii. 
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the evening with much hilarity, singing & dancing, 
and seemed as perfectly to forget their past toils, as 
they appeared regardless of those to come." (Thw. I, 
338). 

DISCLOSURE/CONSERVATION 
April 27, 1805 - Missouri, at entrance of Yellowstone 
- " ... game is very abundant . .. [but] we only kill as is 
necessary for food. I believe that two good hunters 
could conveniently supply a regiment with provisions." 
(Thw. I, 345). 

SUSTENANCE 
May 2, 1805 - Missouri below "2000 mile Creek" - "I 
think the tale [of the beaver] a most delicious morsel. 
when boiled it resembles in flavor the fresh tongues 
and sounds9 of the codfish." (Thw. I, 360). 

OBSERVATION 
May 4, 1805 - Missouri, above "2000 mile Creek" -
"[The buffalo] are extreemly gentle, the bull buffaloe 
particularly will scarcely give way to you. I passed sev
eral in the open plain within fifty paces, they viewed 
me for a moment as something novel and then very 
unconcernedly continued to feed." (Thw. I, 367). 

ANXIETY 
May 19, 1805 - Missouri, below entrance of Mussel
shell - " ... one of the party wounded a beaver, and as 
usual my dog [Scannon] swam in to catch it; the beaver 
bit him through the hind leg and cut the artery; it was 
with great difficulty that I could stop the blood; I fear it 
will yet prove fatal to him." (Thw. II, 48). 

OBSERVATION/REVELATION 
May 23, 1805 - Missouri, at mouth of Teapot Creek 
- "[Prairie dogs] generally seelect a south or a south 
Easterly exposure for their residence, and never visit 
the brooks or river for water; I am astonished how this 
anamal exists as it does without water, particularly in 
a country like this where th ere is scarcely any rain dur
ing 3/ 4 of the year and more rarely any due [dew]; yet 
we have sometimes found their villages at the distances 
of five or six miles from the water." 10 (Thw. II, 63-64). 

REFLECTION 
May 26, 1805 - Missouri, in sight of Rockies - " ... 
While I viewed these mountains I felt a great pleasure 
in finding myself so near the head of the heretofore 
conceived boundless Missouri; but when I reflected on 
the difficulti.es which this snowy barrier would most 
probably throw in my way to the Pacific, and the suf
ferings and hardships of myself and party in them, it in 
some measure counterballanced the joy I had felt in the 
first moments in which I gazed on them; but as I have 
always held it a crime to anticipate evils I will believe it 
a good comfortroad untill I am compelled to believe dif
ferently." (Thw. II, 79). 

DESCRIPTION 
May 31, 1805 - Missouri, at "Missouri Breaks" - "The 
hills and river Clifts which we passed today exhibit a 
most romantic appearance ... water in the course of 
time ... [has] woarn it [them] into a thousand gro
tesque figures, which with the help of a little immagina
tion ... are made to represent eligant ranges of lofty 
freestone buildings, having their parapets well stocked 
with statuary . .. As we passed on it seemed as if those 
seens of visionary inchantment would never have an 
9. "Sounds" are swim·bladders. According to The Century Dictionary, 
"Some fishes' sounds a re an esteemed a rticle of food, as that of the cod, 
which when fried is something like an oyster so cooked:' 

10. A most remarkable, and original, observation, one for which Lewis 
deserves greater credit than he has so far received. Only later was it 
established that prairie dogs, as well as some other arid-land rodents, 
obtained their water from dry plant foods in which the water content 
rarely exceeded 5 to 10 per cent. 



end; for here it is too that nature presents to the view of 
the traveler vast ranges of walls of tolerable workman
ship, so perfect indeed are those walls that I should 
have th ought that nature had attempted here to r ival 
the human art of masonry had I not recollected that she 
had first began her work." (Thw. II, 100-101). 

DENOMINATION 
June 8, 1805 - Missouri, at mouth of Marias "I 
determined to give it a name . .. and called it Maria's 
River.11 It is true that the hue of the waters of this tur
bulent and troubled stream but little comport with the 
pure celestial virtues and amiable qualifications of that 
lovely fair one, but on the other hand it is a noble 
stream ... [which passes through] one of the most 
beautiful picturesque countries that I ever beheld." 
(Thw. II, 130-131). 

DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
June 13, 1805 - Missouri, at Great Falls - "I wished 
for the pencil of Salvator Rosa (a Titian) or the pen of 
[James] Thompson, that I might be enabled to give to 
the enlightened world some just idea of this truly mag
nificent and sublimely grand object, which has from 
the commencement of time been concealed from the 
view of civilized man ... with the assistance of my pen 
.. . I hope still to give to the world some faint idea of an 
object which a t this moment fills me with such pleasure 
and astonishment; and which of it's kind I will venture 
to assert is second to but one in the known world." 

· (Thw. II, 149-150). 

DISCOVERY 
June 13, 1805 - Missouri at Great Falls - "Goodrich 
had caught half a dozen very fine trout . .. these trout 
. .. precisely resemble our mountain or speckled trout 
.. . but the specks on these are of a deep black instead 
of the red or goald colour of those common to the U'. 
States . . . and have generally a small dash of red on 
each side behind the front ventral fins."1 2 (Thw. II, 150-
151). 

DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
June 14, 1~05 - Missouri, at Rainbow Falls - "I 
continued my rout . . . a few hundred yards further and 
was again presented by one of the most beautifull 
objects in nature, a cascade of about fifty feet per
pendicular stretching at right angles across the river 
from side to side to the distance of at least a quarter of a 
mile, h ere the river pitches over a shelving rock, with 
an edge as regular and as straight as if formed by art, 
without a nich or break in it; the water desends in one 
even and uninterupted sheet to the bottom wher dashing 
against the rocky bottom [it] rises into foaming billows 
of great hight and rapidly glides a way , his[s]ing 
flashing and sparkling as it departs." (Thw. II, 153-
154). 

DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
June 14, 1805 - Missouri, at Black Eagle Falls - "I 
arrived at another cataract of 26 feet . .. below this fall 
. . . a beautifull little island well timbered is situated .. . 
in this island on a Cottonwood tree an Eagle has placed 
her nest; a more inaccessable spot I believe she could 
not have found; for neither man nor beast dare pass 
these gulphs which seperate her little domain from the 
shores." (Thw. II, 154-155). 

DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
June 22, 1805 - On portage route to White Bear Islands 

11. So named in honor of Maria Wood, a cousin of Meriwether Lewis. 

12. From this desc1·iption by Lewis, especially his a llusion to the red 
slashes behind the front ventral fins, ichthyologists agreed that this 
trout was the celebrated cutthroat. In 1836, the English naturalist John 
Richardson gave it the binomial Salmo clarkii, mistakingly believing 
Clark, instead of Lewis, had been its discoverer. 
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- " . . . there is a kind of larke here [Western Meadow
lark, Sturnella neglecta] that much resembles the bird 
[of the East] called the oldfield lark13 with a yellow 
brest and a black spot on the croop ... the beak is 
somewhat longer and more curved and the note differs 
considerably." (Thw. II, 180). 

REFLECTION /DECISION 
July 4, 1805 - Missouri, at White Bear Islands - " .. . 
not having seen the Snake [Shoshoni] Indians or 
knowing in fact whether to calculate on their friend
ship .. . we have conceived our party sufficiently small 
and therefore have concluded not to dispatch a canoe 
with a party of our men to St. Louis as we had intended 
early in the spring. we fear also that such a measure 
might possibly discourage those who would in such 
case remain, and might possibly hazzard the fate of the 
expedition ... all appear perfectly to have made up 
their minds to succeed in the expedition or purish in the 
attempt." (Thw. II, 209). 

PRECAUTION 
July 15, 1805 - Missouri, at White Bear Islands - " ... 
it requires 4 deer, an Elk and a deer, or one buffaloe, to 
supply us plentifully 24 hours. meat now forms our food 
principally as we reserve our flour, parched meal and 
corn as much as possible for the rocky mountains .. . 
where from the Indian accounts game is not very 
abundant." (Thw. II, 227-228). 

OBSERVATION 
July 18, 1805 - Missouri, nearing Gates of the 
Mountains - " . .. saw a big herd of the Bighorned 
anamals [Ou is canadensis] on the immensely high and 
nearly perpendicular clift opposite to us; on the face of 
this clift they walked about and bounded from rock to 
rock with apparent unconcern where it app[e]ared to 
me that no quadruped could have stood, and from 
which had they made one false step the[y] must have 
been precipitated at least 500 feet." (Thw. II, 243). 

DESCRIPTION 
July 19, 1805 - Missouri, in Gates of the Mountains 
-" ... this evening we entered much the most remark
able clifts that we have yet seen. these clifts rise from 
the waters edge on either side perpendicularly to the 
hight of (about) 1200 feet. every object here wears a 
dark and gloomy aspect. the tow[er]ing and projecting 
rocks in many places seem ready to tumble on us. the 
river appears to have forced it's way through this 
immense body of solid rock for the distance of 5% Miles 
and where it makes it's exit below has th[r]own on 
either side vast collumns of rocks mountains high." 
(Thw. II, 248). 

TORMENT/HUMOR 
July 24, 1805 - Missouri, nearing Three Forks - " ... 
our trio of pests still invade and obstruct us on all 
occasions. these are the Musquetoes, eye knats and 
prickley pears, equal to any three curses that ever poor 
Egypt laboured under, except the Mahometant yoke." 
(Thw. II, 266) . 

CONCERN /OPTIMISM 
July 27, 1805 -Three Forks of the Missouri - " .. . we 
begin to feel considerable anxiety with rispect to the 
Snake Indians. If we do not find them or some other 
nation who have horses I fear the successful issue of 
our voyage will be very doubtfull or at all events much 
more difficult in it's accomplishment. we are now 

13. The "oldfield lark" of Lewis today bears the vernacular Eastern 
Meadowlark, and the Latin name Sturnella magna. The form described 
by Lewis at Great Falls was recognized by Audubon in 1844 as a new 
species and given the Latin name of Sturnella neglecta, which is the 
binomial for Western Meadowlark. 
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several hundred miles within the bosom of this wild 
and mountainous country, where game may rationally 
be expected shortly to become scarce and subsistence 
precarious . .. however I still hope for the best, and 
intend myself in a few days to find those yellow 
gentlemen .. . [also] if any Indians can subsist ... in 
these mountains with the means they have of acquiring 
food we can also subsist." (Thw. II, 279). 

DENOMINATION 
July 28, 1805 - Junction of Gallatin, Madison and 
Jefferson - "Both Capt. C. and myself corrisponded in 
opinion with rispect to the impropriety of calling either 
of these streams the Missouri and accordingly to name 
them after the President of the United States [Jeffer
son] and the Secretaries of the Treasury and State 
[Gallatin and Madison]." (Thw. II, 281). 

ACHIEVEMENT /DELECTATION 
August 12, 1805 - Continental Divide/Lemhi Pass -
" . . . at the distance of 4 miles further the road took us 
to the most distant fountain of the waters of the Mighty 
Missouri in surch of which we have spent so many 
toilsome days and wristless nights. thus far I have 
accomplished one of those great objects on which my 
mind has been unalterably fixed for many years, judge 
then of the pleasure I felt in all[a]ying my thirst with 
this pure and ice-cold water which issues from the base 
of a low mountain ... after refreshing ourselves we 
proceeded on to the top of the dividing ridge from which 
I discovered immense ranges of high mountains still to 
the West .. . I now descended the mountain .. . to a 
handsome bold runing Creek of cold Clear water. here I 
first tasted the water of the great Columbia river." 
(Thw. II, 335). 

HUMOR 
August 13, 1805 - Valley of Lemhi River - ''. . . we 
had marched about 2 miles when we met a party of 
about 60 [Snake/ Shoshoni] warriors .. . who now 
advanced and we were all caressed and besmeared with 
their grease and paint till I was heartily tired of the 
national hug. I now had the pipe lit and gave them 
smoke; they seated themsleves in a circle around us and 
pulled of[f] their mockersons before they would receive 
or smoke the pipe. this is a custom among them ... 
indicative of a sacred obligation . . . as much as to say 
that they wish they may always go bearfoot if they are 
not sincere; a pretty heavy penalty if they are to march 
through the [prickley pear-infested] plains of this 
country." (Thw. II, 339-340). 

REFLECTION 
August 18, 1805 - Valley of Lemhi River - "This day I 
completed my thirty first year, and conceived that I 
had in all human probability now existed about half 
the period which I am to remain on this sublunary 
world. I reflected that I had as yet done but little, very 
little, indeed, to further the hapiness of the human race, 
or to advance the information of the succeeding genera
tion. I viewed with regret the many hours I have spent 
in indolence, and now soarly feel the want of that 
information which those hours would have given me 
had they been judiciously expended, but since they are 
past and cannot be recalled, I dash from me the gloomy 
thought, and resolve in future, to redouble my exertions 
and at least endeavour to promote those two primary 
objects of human existence, by giving them the aid of 
that portion of talents which nature and fortune have 
bestoed on me; or in .future, to live for mankind, as I 
have heretofore lived for myself'. (Thw. II, 368). 

DESCRIPTION 
August 24, 1805 - Valley of Lemhi River - " .. . with 
them [the Snake Indians] there can be no preferment 
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without some warlike achievement, and so completely 
interwoven is this principle with the earliest Elements 
of thought that it will in my opinion prove a serious 
obstruction to the restoration of a general peace among 
the nations of the Missouri."t4 (Thw. III, 29). 

DISCLOSURE 
September 18, 1805 - Lolo Trail - " . . . we dined & 
suped on a skant proportion of portable soupe, a few 
canesters of which, a little bears oil and about 20 lbs of 
candles . .. there is nothing [else] upon earth [here in 
the way of food] except . .. a few small pheasants, 
small grey Squirrels, and a blue bird of the vulter kind. " 
(Thw. III, 71-72). 

ELATION 
September 19, 1805 - Lolo Trail we to our 
inexpressable joy discovered [ahead] a large tract of 
Prairie country lying to the S.W ... . through that plain 
the Indian informed us that the Columbia river, (in 
which we were in surch) run ... the appearance of this 
country, our only hope for subsistance greatly revived 
the sperits of the party already reduced and much 
weakened for the want of food. " (Thw. III, 73). 

DECISION 
November 29, 1805 -Tongue Point, Columbia estuary 
- "the wind being so high the party were unable to 
proceed with the perogues. I determined therefore to 
proceed down the river on it's E. side in surch of an 
eligible place for our winters residence and accordingly 
set out early this morning in the small canoe ac
companyed by 5 men, Drewyer, R. Fields, Shannon, 
Colter & labiesh." (Thw. III, 255). 

CELEBRATION 
January 1, 1806 - Fort Clatsop - "This morning I was 
awoke at an early hour by the discharage of a volley of 
small arms, which was fired by our party in front of our 
quarters to usher in the new year; this was the only 
mark ofrispect which we had it in our power to pay this 
celebrated day. our repast of this day tho' better than 
that of Christmas, consisted principally in the anticipa
tion of the 1st day of January 1807, when in the bosom 
of our friends we hope to participate in the mirth and 
hilarity of the day ... [and] enjoy the repast which the 
hand of civilization has prepared for us." (Thw. III, 
301-302). 

CONFESSION 
January 5, 1806 - Fort Clatsop - " . .. they commenced 
the making of salt and found that they could obtain 
from 3 quarts to a gallon a day . .. my friend Capt. 
Clark declares it to be a mear matter of indifference 
with him whether he uses it or not; for myself I must 
confess I felt a considerable inconvenience from the 
want bf it .. . as to the species of meat I am not very 
particular, the flesh of the dog the horse and the wolf, 
having from habit become equally formiliar with any 
other, and I have learned to think that if the chord be 
sufficiently strong, which binds the soul and boddy 
together, it does not so much matter about the materials 
which compose it." (Thw. III, 313). 

GRATITUDE/HUMOR 
January 10, 1806 - Fort Clatsop - " ... Capt. C. and 
the whole party . . . were not able to procure more 
[whale] blubber than about 300 lb . . . . this they have 
brought with them, and small as the store is, we prize it 
highly, and thank providence for directing the whale to 

14. Lewis's account of the Shoshoni (Snake) Indians, in the words of 
El)iott Coues, "will be forever the best." (See Biddle-Coues, II, 479n). It 
is lengthy and, in Thwaites, intermixed with recitals of other observa
tions. Thus, to read it all, one must begin on August 13, 1805 (Thw. 11, 
339-340) and continue through August 26, 1805 (Thw. III, 40-43). 



us, and think him much more kind to us than he was 
[to] jonah, having sent this monster to be swallowed by 
us in stead of swallowing of us as jona's did." (Thw. III, 
333). 

COMMENDATION 
January 12, 1806-Fort Clatsop - "This morning sent 
out Drewyer and one [other] man to h unt. They returned 
in the evening, Drewyer having killed seven Elk;15 I 
scarsely know how we should subsist were it not for the 
exertions of this excellent hunter." (Thw. III, 339). 

PREVISION 
January 13, 1806 - Fort Clatsop - " ... this evening 
we exhausted the last of our candles, but fortunately 
had taken the precaution to bring with us moulds and 
wick, by means of which and some Elk's tallow in our 
possession we do not yet consider ourselves destitute of 
this necessary article." (Thw. III, 340). 

DISCLOSURE/HUMOR 
February 7, 1806 - Fort Clatsup - "This evening we 
had what I call an excellent supper, it consisted of a 
marrowbone . . . and a brisket of boiled Elk that had 
the appearance of a little fat on it. this for Fort Clatsop 
is living in high stile." (Thw. IV, 49). 

DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
March 9, 1806 - Fort Clatsop - "The large Swan 
[Trumpeter, Cygnus buccinator] is precisely the same 
common to ... the Atlantic States. The .. small swan 
[Whistling/ Tundra, Cygnus columbianus] differs only 
from the large one in size and it's note. It is about 1/.ith 
Jess, and it's note entirely different. the latter cannot be 
justly immetated by the sound of letters nor do I know 
any sound with which a comparison would be perti
nent. It begins with a kind of whistling sound and ter
minates in a round full note which is reather louder 
than the whistling, or former part; ... from the peculiar 
whistling of the note of this bird I have called it the 
Whistling Swan.''16 (Thw. IV, 147-148). 

LEA VETAKING 
March 22, 1806 - Fort Clatsop - " ... the air is per
fectly temperate, but it continues to rain in such a 
manner that there is no possibility of getting our 
canoes completed ... we determined to set out tomor-
row at all events ... the leafing of the huckleberry 
reminds of spring." (Thw. IV, 195-196). March 23, 1806 
- Fort Clatsop - "the wind is pretty high but it seems 
to be the common opinion that we can pass point Wil
liam [present-day Tongue Point]. We accordingly dis
tributed the baggage and directed the canoes to be 
launched and loaded for our departure. at 1 P.M. we bid 
a final adieu to Fort Clatsop." (Thw. IV, 197). 

DISQUIETUDE/DECISION 
April l, 1806 - Columbia estuary - " .. . they [the 
Indians] informed us that .. . they did not expect the 
Salmon to arrive untill the full of the next moon which 

15. In 1897, C . . Hart Merriam "discovered" a new species of elk, calling 
it the Roosevelt elk (Ceruus Rooseuelti) in honor of Theodore Roosevelt. 
He had found it in the Olympic Mountains of Washington and claimed 
that it differed in coloration and a ntler shape from the Rocky Mountain 
elk (Ceruus canadensis). This was the elk that nourished Lewis and 
Clark throughout the long winter of 1805-1806 at Fort Clatsop, though 
today it is no longer a full species, only a subspecies (Ceruus canaden· 
sis rooseuelti). 

16. The Whistling Swan, according to the latest (1983) A.O. U. Check· 
List of North American Birds, is no longer the Whistling Swan (Olor 
columbianus) but the Tundra Swan (Cygnus colwnbianus), this the 
result of finding that the Whistling Swan, of North America, a nd Be
wick's Swan (Cygnus bewickii), of Eurasia, are congeneric, will inter
breed when the two are in contact. Agreeably to Lewis and Clark stu
dents, the common name of Whistling Swan is by no means defun ct, for 
even the 1983 A.O. U. Check-List (p.63) admits: "The two groups are 
sometimes considered fu ll species, C. columbia1111s [WHISTLING 
SWAN, 180) and C. bewic/,ii Yan-ell, 1830 [BEWICK'S SWAN, 180.1)." 

happens to be on the 2d of May ... this information 
gave us much uneasiness with rispect to our future 
means of subsistence ... it was at once deemed inexpe
dient to wait the arrival of the salmon as that would 
detain us so large a portion of the season that it is 
probable we should not reach the United States before 
the ice would close the Missouri." (Thw. IV, 228-229). 

DESCRIPTION 
April 6, 1806 - Columbia, at Beacon Rock - " ... it is 
only in the fall of the year when the river is low that the 
tides are perseptable as high as the beacon rock. this 
remarkable rock which stands on the North shore of 
the river is unconnected with the hills and rises to the 
hight of seven hundred feet ... it r ises to a very sharp 
point and is visible for 20 miles below on the river." 
(Thw. IV, 248-249). 

DESCRIPTION 
April 9, 1806 - Columbia, in Cascade Mountains -
" ... we passed several beautiful cascades which fell 
from a great hight over the stupendious rocks which 
close the river on both sides ... the most remarkable of 
these cascades falls about 300 feet perpendicularly 
. _ ."11 (Thw. IV, 259). 

THIEVERY 
April 11, 1806 - Columbia, in Cascade Mountains -
" ... three of the same tribe of villains the Wah-clel-lars, 
stole my dog this evening ... [I] sen t three men in pur
suit ... with orders if th ey made the least resistance or 
difficulty in surrendering the dog to fire on them . . . the 
Indians discovering the party in pursuit of them left the 
dog and fled. " (Thw. IV, 267). 

DANGER/CONCESSION 
April 11, 1806 - Columbia, in Cascade Mountains - "I 
am convinced that no other consideration but our 
number at this moment protects us [from the Indians] 
.. . our men seem well disposed to kill a few of them. we 
keep ourselves perfectly on our guard." (Thw. IV, 268-
269). 
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DESCRIPTION 
April 14, 1806 - Columbia, in Cascade Mountains -
" ... the mountains through which the river passes ... 
are high, broken, rocky, partially covered with fir, 
white ceda1·, and in many places exhibit very romantic 
scenes, some handsome cascades are seen on either 
hand ... tumbling to the river." (Thw. IV, 279). 

INTELLIGENCE/DECISIONS 
April 27, 1806 - Columbia, near mouth of Snake River 
- " .. . the Indians informed us that there was a good 
road which passed [overland] from the Columbia ... to 
the entrance of the Kooskooske [Clearwater] on the S. 
side of Lewis's [Snake] river; they also informed us that 
there were a plenty of deer and antelope on the road ... 
under these circumstances we did not hesitate in pursu
ing the road recommended." (Thw. IV, 329). 

OBSERVATION 
May 1, 1806 - On road between Snake and Clearwater 
- "I see very little difference between the apparent face 
of the country here and that of the plains of the Mis
souri only that these are not enlivened by the vast 
herds of buffaloe, Elk, & c. which ornament the other." 
(Thw. IV, 345). 

EXPEDIENCY /CAUTION 
May 5, 1806 - Clearwater River - " ... my friend Capt. 
C. is their [the Nez Perces] favorit e phisician and has 
a lready received many applications. In our present 

17. Among the mor e spectacular cascades inden tifiable today by the 
traveller through the Columbia gorge are: Horsetail, 221 feet; Latourell, 
249; and Multnomah, the most celebrated, 620. 
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situation I think it pardonable to continue this desep
tion for they will not give us any provision without 
compensation in merchandize and our stock is now 
reduced to a mere handfull. We take care to give them 
no article which can possibly injure them." (Thw. IV, 
358). 

CONCERN 
May 7, 1806 - Clearwater River - " .. . the Indians 
inform us that the snow is yet so deep in the [Bitterroot] 
mountains that we shall not be able to pass them untill 
the next full moon or about the first of June . . . this [is] 
unwelcome intelligence to men confined to a diet of of 
horse beef and roots, and who are as anxious as we are 
to return to the fat plains of the Missouri and thence to 
our native homes." (Thw. IV, 369). 

OBSERVATION /CONVICTION 
May 15, 1806 - Camp Chopunnish, on Clearwater -
"These bear [Grizzlies, Ursus horribilis] gave us a 
stronger evidence of the various coloured bear of this 
country being one species only . . . if we were to attempt 
to distinguish them by their collours and to denominate 
each colour a distinct species we would soon find at 
least twenty. 18 (Thw. V, 37-38). 

REFLECTION 
May 17, 1806 - Camp Chopunnish, on Clearwater - "I 
am pleased at finding the river rise so rapidly, it no 
doubt is attributable to the me[l]ting snows of the 
mountains; that icy barrier which seperates us from my 
friends and country, from all which makes life esteem
able." (Thw. V, 45). 

DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
June 1, 1806 - Camp Chopunnish, on Clearwater - " I 
met with a singular plant today in blume [viz., Ragged 
Robin, Clarkia pulchella] of which I preserved a spe
cemine; it grows on the steep sides of the fertile hills 
near this place, the radix is fibrous, not much branched 
. . . the stem is simple branching ascending [21/2 feet 
high] celindric, villose and of a pale red colour .. . the 
leaf is sessile, scattered thinly, nearly linear tho' 
somewhat widest in the middle, two inches in length, 
absolutely entire, villose, obtusely pointed and of an 
ordinary green ... the calyx is a one flowered spathe. 
the corolla superior consists of four pale perple petals 
which are tripartite, the central lobe largest ... there 
are two distinct sets of stamens the 1st or principal 
consists of four, the filaments of which are capillary, 
erect .. . the anthers are also four each being elivated 
with it's fillament . . . the second set of stamens are 
very minute are also four and placed within and oppo
site to the petals . . . there is no pistillum . . . the single 
style and stigma form a perfict monapetallous corolla 
.. . I regret very much that the seed of this plant are not 
yet ripe and it is pro[b]able will not be so during my 
residence in this neighbourhood."19 (Thw. V, 95-97). 

ARTIFICE/FOREBODING 
June 2, 1806 - Camp Chopunnish, Clearwater - " . .. 
having exhausted all our [trade] merchandize we are 
obliged to have recourse to every subterfuge in order to 
prepare in the most ample manner in our power to meet 
that wretched portion of our journey, the Rocky Moun
tains, where hunger and cold in their most rigorous 
forms assail the w[e]aried traveller." (Thw. V, 98). 

18. Once again Lewis's observational competence asserted itself. Even 
though the coats of the grizzlies examined by him varied tremendously 
from bay to light reddish·brown and "black with white hairs inter
mixed," he was right in contending that all were of the same species. 

19. Exigencies of space disallow Lewis's full description of this plant, 
thereby denying the reader the opportunity to grasp Lewis's extended 
command of botanical terms. It was Frederick Pursh who, in 1814, 
provided the binomial Clarkia pu/chella, though Lewis was the actual 
discoverer. 
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DISCOVERY /DESCRIPTION 
June 6, 1806 - Camp Chopunnish, on Clearwater -
"We met with a beautifull little bird [Western Tanager, 
Piranga ludoviciana] in this neighbourhood about the 
size and somewhat the shape of the large sparrow ... it 
measures 7 inches from the extremity of the beek to 
that of the tail .. . the beak is reather more than half an 
inch in length, and is formed much like [that of] the 
virginia nitingale [Northern Cardinal] . .. the plumage 
is remarkably delicate; that of the neck and head is of a 
fine orrange yellow and red, the latter predominates on 
the top of the head and arround the base of the beak 
from whence it graduly deminishes & towards the 
lower part of the neck, the orrange yellow prevails 
most; the red has the appearance of being laid over a 
ground of yellow. the breast, the sides, rump and some 
long feathers which lie between the legs and extend 
underneath the tail are of a fine orrange yellow. the 
tail, back and wings are black, e[x]cept a small stripe of 
yellow on the outer part of the middle joint of the wing, 
1/.i of an inch wide and an inch in length."20 (Thw. V, 
III). 

DESCRIPTION 
June 12, 1806 - Weippe Prairie - " ... the quawmash 
[Camas, Camassia quawmash] is now in blume and 
from the colour of the bloom at the short distance it 
resembles lakes of fine clear water, so complete is this 
deseption that at first sight I would have swoarn it was 
water." (Thw. V, 132). 

DEJECTION/RESOLVE 
June 17, 1806 - Beyond Hungry Creek on Lolo Trail 
- " . . . with great difficulty prosued the direction of the 
road . . . to the top of the mountain where I found the 
snow 12 to 15 feet deep ... here was Winter with all it's 
rigors; the air was cold my hands and feet were 
benumbed ... under these circumstances we conceived 
it madness .. . to proceed ... we therefore came to the 
resolution to return .. . the party was a good deal 
dejected ... this is the first time we have ever been 
compelled to retreat or make a retrograde march." 
(Thw. V, 142-144). 

DESCRIPTION 
June 27, 1806 - On the Lolo Trail - " .. . on this emi
nence the natives have raised a conic mound of stones 
[Indian Post Office] . .. from this place we had an 
extensive view of these stupendious mountains ... 
from which to one unacquainted with them it would 
have seemed impossible ever to have escaped." (Thw. 
V, 164). 

SEPARATION/MISGIVING 
July 3, 1806 - Traveller's Rest - "I took leave of my 
worthy friend and companion Capt. Clark and the 
party that accompanyed him. I could not avoid feeling 
much concern on this occasion, although I hoped this 
separation was only momentary." (Thw. V. 183). 

EUPHORIA 
July 11, 1806 - Sun (Medicine) River - "the morning 
was fair and the plains looked beautifull ... the air was 
pleasant and a vast assemblage of little birds which 
croud[ed] to the groves on the river sung most enchant;.. 
ingly." (Thw. V, 199). 

OBSERVATION 
July 11, 1806 - Missouri, at White Bear Islands - "I 
. . . proceeded . .. through a level beautifull and exten
sive high plain covered with immense hirds ofbuffaloe. 
it is now the season at which the buffaloe begin to cop-

20. This description, like that of the ragged robin, is also incomplete, 
and for the same reason. The Western Tanager, though discovered by 
Lewis, was technically described by Alexander Wilson in 1811. 



pelate and the bulls keep up a tremendous roaring. we 
could hear them for many miles and there are such 
numbers of them that there is one continual roar ... 
when I arrived in sight of the white-bear Islands the 
missouri bottoms on both sides of the river were 
crouded with buffaloe. I sincerely beleifth at there were 
not less th an 10 thousand buffaloe within a circle of 2 
miles arround that place." (Thw. V, 199). 

MISFORTUNE 
July 12, 1806 - Missour i, at White Bear Islands - " . .. 
formed our camp and ... h ad the cash [cache] opened 
found my bearskins en ti rely destroyed by the water, the 
river h aving been so high that the water had peni
trated. a ll my specimens of plants also lost."21 (Th w. V. 
201). 

TORMENT 
July 12, 1806 - Missouri, at White Bear Islands 
"Musquetoes excessively troublesome inasmuch that 
without the protection of my musquitoe bier [bar] I 
should have found it impossible to wright a moment." 
(Thw. V, 201). July 15, 1806 - "the musquitoes con
tinue to infest us in such maru1er that we can scarcely 
exist; for my own part I am confined by them to my bier 
at least 3;4ths of my time. my dog even howls with the 
torture he experiences from them, they are a lmost 
insupportable." (Thw. V, 204). 

COMMENTARY 
July 15, 1806 - Missouri, a t White Bear Islands - " ... 
a little before dark McNeal returned [after having been 
treed by a Grizzly] . . .. these bear are a most tremend
ous anamal; it seems that the h and of providence h as 
been most wonderfully in our favor with rispect to 
them, or some of us would long since have fallen a sac
rifice to their farosity." (Thw. V, 203-204). 

OBSERVATION 
July 16, 1806 - Missouri, at White Bear Islands - "we 
see a number of goats or antilopes always in passing 
through the plains ... at this season they are thinly 
scattered ... but seem universally distributed in every 
part; they appear very inquisitive usually to learn what 
we are as we pass, and frequently accompany us at no 
great distance for miles, frequently halting and giving 
a loud whistle through their nostrils."22 (Thw. V, 205). 

CONCERN 
July 17, 1806 - On Teton (Tansy) River - " ... the 
blackfoot indians rove through this quarter of the coun
try and as they are a vicious lawless and reather aban
doned set of wretch es I wish to avoid an interview with 
them if possible." (Thw. V, 206). 

APPREHENSION/RESOLVE 
July 26, 1806 - Bluff above Two Medicine river - "I 
had scarcely ascended the h ills before I discovered . . . 
several Indians on the top of an eminence .. . this was 
a very unpleasant sight .... I told the two men with me 
[Reuben and Joseph Field] that I apprehended that 
these were the Minnetares of Fort de Prairie [Blackfoot] 
and from their known character I expected that we 
were to have some difficulty with them; that if they 
thought themselves sufficiently strong I was convinced 
they would attempt to rob us in which case ... I should 

21. This botanical loss must be regarded as most grievous. Apparently 
each and every plant collected and preserved by Lewis between Fort 
Mandan and the White Bear Islands had been irretrievably lost. 

22. Yet still another instance of Lewis's extraordinary observational 
ability, his noting the s urprising curiosity of the pronghorn an telope. 
Audubon later corroborated Lewis's observation. In 1843, while on the 
plains at Fort Union, he found himself within two to three hundred 
yards of a herd ofpronghom. Having been told of the animal's curios· 
ity, he Jay down on his back and began kicking his well-travelled heels 
in the air. Much to his delight, one of the herd detached itself from the 
others and trotted to within 60 yards of him. 
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resist to t he last extremity prefering death to that of 
being deprived of my papers instruments and gun and 
desired that they would form the same resolution." 
(Thw. V, 219-220). 

DESCRIPTION 
July 26, 1806 - Valley of Two Medicine River - " ... in 
this bottom there stand t[h]ree solitary [Cottonwood) 
trees near one of which the indians formed a large 
semicircular camp of dressed buffaloe skins and invited 
us to partake of their shelter ." (Thw. V, 221). 

ENCOUNTER/RESPONSE 
July 27, 1806 - Valley, Two Medicine River - " ... R. 
Fields .. . stab[b]ed the indian to the hear t with his 
knife.the fellow ran about 15 steps and fell dead .... I 
called· . . . that I would shoot them if they did not give 
me my h orse, and raised my gun, one of them ... 
stop[p Jed at the distance of 30 steps from me and I shot 
him through the belly." (Thw. V, 223-224). 

ESCAPE/SUCCESS 
July 27, 1806 - Overland to Missouri - "My design 
was to hasten to the entrance of the Maria's river as 
quick as possible ... having no doubt but that they [the 
Blackfeet) would pursue us with a large party ... no 
time was therefore to be lost and we pushed our h orses 
... [and] at 3 P .M. we arrived at rose [Teton] river . . . 
havin g traveled ... about 63 miles . .. by dark we had 
traveled about 17 miles further .... [after halting two 
hours] we again set out by moonlight [and] traveled 
until 2 OCk in the morning h aving come by my esti
mate after dark about 20m.s [more]."2:i (Thw. V, 226). 

OBSERVATION 
August 1, 1806 - Missouri, below Musselshell - " . .. a 
white [Grizzly] bear came within 50 paces of our camp 
before we perceived it ; it stood erect on it's hinder feet 
and looked at us with much apparent unconcern . .. . 
the Elk are now in fine order particularly the males. 
their horns have obtained their full growth but have 
not yet shed the velvet or skin which covers them. the 
does are found in large herds with their young and a 
few young bucks with them. the old bucks yet herd 
together in parties of two to 7 or 8." (Thw. V, 232). 

ATTAINMENT /FINDINGS 
August 7, 1806 - Missouri, at mouth of Yellowstone -
''. . . at 4 P.M. we arrived at the entrance of the Yellow
stone river. I landed at the point and found th at Capt. 
Clark had been encamped at this place and from 
appearances had left it about 7 or 8 days. I found a 
paper on a pole .. . which mearly contained my name 
in the hand wrighting of Capt. C." (Thw. V, 237). 

NEAR TRAGEDY 
August 11, 1806 - Missouri, below "beaver bends" -
" . .. I was in the act of firing on the Elk a second time 
when a ball struck my left thye about an inch below my 
hip joint, missing the bone it passed through the left 
thye and out the thickness of the bullet across the 
hinder part of the right thye; the stroke was very 
severe; I instantly supposed [and correctly] that [Peter] 
Cruzatte had shot me in mistake for an Elk .... with 
the assistance of Serg.t Gass I took off my clothes and 
dressed my wound myself as well as I could, introduc
ing tents of patent lint24 into the ball holes." (Thw. V, 
240-241). 

23. A near incredible ride. Leaving the site of the three cottonwoods in 
the Two Medicine valley at 3:00 P.M., Lewis and his men rode, \vith 
brief interruptions, until 2:00 A.M .. In that time, according to Lewis's 
figures, they travelled approximately 100 miles. 

24. Specifically a poultice of Peruvian Bark (Quinine). (See Thw. V. 
243). 
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DESCRIPTION/DENOUEMENT 
August 12, 1806 - Missouri, below "beaver bends" -
" . .. my wounds felt very stiff and soar this morning 
but gave me no considerable pain ... as wrighting in 
my present situation is extreemly painfull to me, I shall 
desist untill I recover a nd leave to my fri[e]nd Capt. C. 
the continuation of our journal. however, I must notice 
a singular Cherry which is found on the Missouri in the 
bottom lands about the beaver bends and some little 
distance below the white earth river ... the stem is 
compound erect and subdivided or branching without 
any regular order it rises to the hight of eight or ten feet 
seldom puting up more than one stem from the same 
root not growing in cops as the Choke Cherry dose. the 
bark is smooth and of a dark brown colour. the leaf is 
peteolate, oval acutely pointed at it's apex, from one 
and 1/,a to 11/2 inches in length and from 1/ 2 to % of an inch 
in width, finely or minutely serrate, pale green and free 
from pubessence. the fruit is a globular berry about the 
size of a buck-shot of a fine scarlet red; like the cherries 
cultivated in the U' States each is supported by a seper
ate celindric flexable branch peduncle which issue[s] 
from the extremities of the boughs the peduncle of this 
cherry swells as it approaches the fruit being largest at 
the point of insertion, the pulp of this fruit is of an 
agreeable ascid flavour and is now ripe. the style and 
stigma are permanent. I have never seen it in blume. "25 

(Thw. V, 243-244). 
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The above entry of August 12, 1806, terminated the 
journal of Meriwether Lewis. It is a surprising, yet 
commendable, finale. Whether prone or supine, he was 
in much pain, yet felt impelled to "notice a singular 
Cherry," with the notice extending to more than 225 
words. But there is more to the story of this particular 
cherry, a revealing aftermath. Among the specimens 
constituting the Lewis and Clark Herbarium in the 

25. The identification of this cherry as Prunus demissa may be incor
rect. At least, 0 .A. Stevens, botanist, North Dakota State University, 
Fargo, advised me, in a letter of January 13, 1967, that Lewis's descrip
tion indicated Prunus pennsyluanicus (L.), the Pin or Wild Cherry . 

Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia one finds 
a plant specimen with an affixed card reading: "Prunus 
demissa Nutt. A cherry found near the bear bends on 
the Missouri, August 10, 1806." Beyond doubt this her
barium specimen, though today in poor condition, 
being fragmentary, was the "singular Cherry" that 
Lewis, despite his painful wound, described on August 
12, 1806, more than 175 years ago. 

To Elliott Coues, the story of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition "stands easily first and alone."26 He had in 
mind, of course, the combined account, this including 
not only the journal of Meriwether Lewis, but also those 
of William Clark, John Ordway, Patrick Gass, Charles 
Floyd and Joseph Whitehouse. However, even Coues 
would have been forced to admit that the worth of 
Lewis's journal, in spite of its hiatuses, exceeded that of 
all the others put together. And Coues, I'm convinced, 
would have agreed with my thesis that Lewis, in de
scribing events, more often than not did so with flour
ishes of colour. 

I do not need to dwell on the points that I could have 
chosen numerous other passages from Lewis's equally 
colourful writings - indeed my most difficult task was 
that of elimination - or that some readers may argue 
that I could have chosen more wisely. 

World literature abounds in published accounts of land 
exploration, of derring-do in far away places, among 
them those of Charles Darwin and Alexander von 
Humboldt in South America, of David Livingstone and 
Theodore Roosevelt in Africa, of Charles M. Doughty 
and Sven Hedin in Asia, of Alfred Russell Wallace in 
the Malay Peninsula, and of Alexander Mackenzie in 
Canada. But, in the art of "colouring of events," not one 
of the above accounts, in the opinion of this writer, had 
an edge on that of Meriwether Lewis, Captain of the 1st 
Regiment of Infantry, U.S.A.. 

26. Elliott Coues, ed., History of the Expedition Under the Command of 
Lewis and Clark ..... , New York, Francis P . Harper (1893), reprint 
edition, Dover Publications Inc., New York (1965). I, vi. 

Three N.W. Committees 
Plan Joint Meeting 
In Washington - Idaho 

Luncheon in Lewiston, Idaho (loca
tion to be announced) will follow the 
Alpowai Center visit. 

tional) Foundation Director Marcus 
Ware, a Lewiston attorney, and 
Steve Evans, Department of His
tory, Lewis-Clark College, Lewis
ton, will work closely with the 
above. May 4, 1985, is the date set for a 

joint meeting and seminar of the 
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committees. 
Activities will be at two locations in 
southeastern Washington and in 
Lewiston, Idaho. The day's activi
ties will begin at 10:30 A.M. for the 
dedication of the interpretive marker 
which has been installed on High
way 12, four miles east of Pomeroy, 
Washington (see WPO, Vol. 10, Nos. 
2 & 3, p. 19). At 11:00 A.M. partici
pants will proceed eastward to the 
Washington State Parks and Recrea
tion Commission's Alpowai Interpre
tive Center, near Clarkston, Washing
ton (see WPO, Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 1, 3). 
This will provide the opportunity 
for committee members and guests 
to visit this facility which relates to 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 
this vicinity. 
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Cheryll Halsey who worked with 
the late Robert Beale, who was a 
member of the Washington Com
mittee (see page 5, this issue of 
WPO) will address the gathering 
concerning the research and history 
involved with the "Three Forks 
Indian Trail" interpretive marker 
dedicated earlier in the day. The 
construction and installation of the 
new marker was made possible by a 
substantial donation from Robert 
Beale. 

The balance of the afternoon and 
evening program will allow time for 
each of the three state committees 
to hold business meetings, and for a 
Lewis and Clark Seminar arranged 
and conducted by Dr. Robert Car
riker, of the Washington Commit
tee; Dr. James Fazio, chairman of 
the Idaho Committee, and Dr. 
"Frenchy" Chuinard, chairman of 
the Oregon Committee. Past (na-
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The joint meeting will present the 
opportunity for Washington and 
Oregon committee members to get 
acquainted with the members of the 
recently organized Idaho Lewis and 
Clark Trail Committee created by 
Idaho Governor John V. Evans' 
"Executive Order No. 83-21" (see 
WPO, Vol. 10, No. 1, p. 7; Vol. 10, 
Nos. 2 & 3, p. 3; and Vol. 10, No. 4, p. 
12). The new Idaho Committee will 
provide an important link between 
the several (national) Foundation 
entities in Montana and the Washing
ton State Committee, the Oregon 
(Governor's) Committee, and the 
Oregon Lewis and Clark Heritage 
Foundation. 



Recent Meetings 
The Foundation's PORTAGE 
ROUTE CHAPTER, Great Falls, 
Montana, held a regular meeting on 
November 26, 1984. Thirty members 
attended the business session which 
was followed by the introduction of 
Dr. Harry W. Fritz, History Depart
ment, University of Montana, Mis
soula. Fritz was in Great Falls 
promoting hi s recently released 
book Montana: A Land of Contrast. 
During his presentation, he dis
cussed the contents of his book and 
his observations on how the events 
of the ten year period between 1965 
and 1975 were such that they will 

set the future character, growth, 
and development patterns of the 
state of Montana for the next 75 
years. He equated these events to be 
as fundamental to the growth and 
development of th e state as were the 
coming of the railroad, statehood 
and the development of resource 
industries in the state. 

Announcement was made that the 
January 28th chapter meeting would 
be a Pot Luck Dinner event, and 
that the entertainment following 
the dinner and business meeting 
would be a "Lewis and Clark Triv
ial Pursuit". Officers and Board 
Members for the 1985 year have 

been submitted by the nomination 
committee for approval at the Jan
uary Meeting. Nominations are as 
follows: Ella Mae Howard, Presi
dent; Marshall Johnson, Vice Pres
ident; Jeff Mahon, Secretary; Marge 
Webb, Treasurer; Ben Rangel, Mem
bership Secretary. Bob Burns, Mar
cia Staigmiller, and Ray Steele are 
nomin ated for Board Member. 

******* 

The OREGON (Governor's) LEWIS 
AND CLARK TRAIL COMMITTEE 
met for its Christmas Party and 

(continued on page 19) 

NEH Announces Summer Seminars for Secondary School Teachers - Lewis and Clark Expe
dition To be Topic of Foundation Director Carriker's Seminar at Gonzaga University Campus 

(From a News Release from the History Department, Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA) 

The Diuision of Fellowships and 
Seminars of the National Endow
ment for the Humanities has a n
nounced that it will offer a 1985 
Summer Seminar for Secondary 
School Teachers on the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. The NEH, a fed
eral agency created by Congress in 
1965 to support projects of research, 
education, a nd public activities in 
the humanities, is in the third year 
of its progra m to provide teachers of 
grades 7 through 12 with a unique 
opportunity for advanced study. 

Fifty-nine seminars will be offered 
for four to six weeks during th e 
summer of 1985 on topics in Classi
cal, Medieval, and Renaissance 
Studies, Comparative Literature, 
Philosophy, Religion, a nd History. 
Each seminar will accept fifteen 
participants who will receive a sti
pend depending on the length of the 
seminar. 

The Lewis and Clark History sem
inar will be four weeks in length, 
July 1-26, and each participant will 
receive $1700 to cover expenses of 
travel, books, research, and living 
at the Gonzaga University campus 
in Spokane, Washington. Seminar 
Director Dr. Robert C. Carriker, 
History Department, Gonzaga Uni
versity a nd a director of the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Founda
tion 1 , has chosen Elliott Coues' His
tory of the Expedition Under the 
Command of Lewis and Clark .. . 2 

1. Edit.or's note: It was Dr. Carriker's interest 
and perseverence directed to the NEH Diu· 
ision of Fellowships a11d Semi11ars that 
brought approval for this Lewis a nd Clark 
Expedition Seminar. 

2. Elliott Coues (Editor), History of the Expe· 
dition U11der the Command of Lewis and 
Clark .... , Francis P. Harper, N.Y.,. 1893, 
three volu mes and Alias. Reprint edition, 
Dover Publications, Inc, N.Y., 1965 and s ub
sequent (three volumes)_ 

as the central reading assignment 
for classroom discussion. In addi
tion, both popular and sch olarly 
books and articles pertaining to the 
Corps of Discovery will be made 
available to the participants from 
an extensive bibliography of Lewi s 
and Clark literature. The Lewis and 
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
has provided a full set of We Pro
ceeded On publications (1974 to 
date) for the reference collection of 
the seminar. 

A major theme of the seminar will 
be to examine the Corps of Discov
ery's contribution to Enlightenment 
Science as encouraged by Presiden t 
Thomas Jefferson. An important 
feature will be to emphasize prop
erly the discoveries in botany, zool
ogy, and other natural scien ces 
achieved by the expedition and the 
environmenta l changes the explor
ers experienced and observed as 
they traveled from the Mississippi 
River, following the Missomi and 
Columbia Rivers to the Pacific 
Ocean. An added assignment will 
involve tracing the expedition's 
route a nd each participant will an
notate both a modern map and a 
copy of William Clark's map. 

A unique feature of the seminar will 
be a four day field trip on selected 
segments of north-central Idaho's 
historic Lolo Trail extending from 
th e Expedition's "Travelers Rest" 
campsites to "quawmash flats" (or 
"camas flats"), present-day Weippe 
Praire.4 The Expedition traversed 
the Trail and crossed 5233 foot high 
Lolo Pass on both the outbound and 
return journeys, and th e visit to this 
region will afford the opportunity 
for participants to identify not only 
original portions of the Trail, but 
also the loca tions of several of the 
exploring party's campsites. At 
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leas t one night will be spent camp
ing on the Lolo Trail. 

Secondary teachers in 38,000 junior 
and senior high schools across the 
nation received information about 
the seminar in December 1984 and 
by the end of January 1985, more 
than 325 teachers from every state 
in the union had requested applica
tion forms. 

Curiously, interest from those 
states in which the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition actu ally traveled lags 
far behind the states of New York, 
Illinois, Texas, Ohio and Florida. 
Washington State and Montana 
have only four persons each who 
are interested, for example, a nd 
Oregon has but two teachers con
sidering application. But more than 
40 individuals from New York City 
and the Chicago metro area have 
not only requested information, but 
have completed applications. Ap
plications, which are provided by 
Dr. Carriker at Gonzaga Univer
sity, Spokane, WA, 99258, must be 
completed and returned by March 1, 
1985, for consideration. 

3. This campsite, used on both the outbound 
a nd return journey, was situated near the con
fluence of Lalo Creek and the Bitterroot River, 
near the present·day community of Lola, Mon
tana, about eleven miles south of Missoula, 
Montana. 

4. The Lalo Trail, long before the time of Lewis 
a nd Clark, was the route traveled by the Nez 
Perce Indians as they pased back and forth 
from their homeland along the Clearwater 
River in north-central Idaho to their buffalo 
hunting grounds in Montana_ It traverses 
parts of the U.S. Forest Service Clearwater 
National Forest, Clearwater a nd Idaho Coun
ties, Idaho, and Missoula County, Montana. 
The 155·165 mile trail extends in a n ortheast· 
southwest direction through what is still wil· 
derness country across and along the. back· 
bone of the rugged Bitterroot Mountains, a nd 
sections of the Trail a re little changed since 
the Expedition's crossings in 1805-1806. 
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quarterly business meeting on 
December 15, 1984, at the National 
Park Service, Fort Clatsop National 
Memorial, near Astoria, Oregon. 
Ten of the committee's twenty-two 
members were joined by eight guests 
in cluding Hazel Bain, Longview, 
Washington, a past president of the 
(national) Foundation. Astoria com
mittee member Ed Harvey brought 
th e elk roast, which he had prepared 
with his usual super-chef technique. 
Other members provided various 
dishes of vegetables and desserts. 
Rosemary Johnson, wife of the 
Memorial 's Chief Ranger Curtis 
Johnson, read t h e Expedition's 
journal entries for Christmas Day 
1805. 

During the business meeting Dr. 
Dennis Hagen, wh o was responsi
ble for the organization a nd quality 
of the Champoeg Pageant held at 
Oregon's Champoeg State Park1 

spoke to the committee about the 
necessities and prospects for a Lewis 
and Clark Pageant. The location for 
staging such a pageant is yet to be 
selected, and it is the plan, if the 
event becomes a reality, that it will 
be an attraction presented at the 
(national) Foundation's 18th 

1. lt was a place in the Willamette Valley 
(Marion County, Oregon) called Champoeg, 
most probably a name of Indian origin, that 
The Hudson's Bay Co. constructed a ware
house on the Willamette River in the early 
1840's. The community's central location 
caused it to be the meeting place for a series of 
important meetings related to Oregon history. 
It was at a May 2, 1843 meeting that about an 
equal number of American and British citi
zens met, a nd by a narrow margin, the Ameri
cans gained control of the situation and 
started the organization that developed the 
first provisional government of Oregon. The 
Oregon Territory was established in 1836, and 
in 1859, Oregon became the 33rd state to be 
admitted to the Union. 

Annual Meeting planned for August 
1986. 

Special thanks was extended to the 
staff of the NPS Memorial for their 
hospitality and arrangement of the 
tables with Christmas tablecloths 
and greens native to the area and 
documented in the exploring party's 
journals. 

*** **** 

The OREGON LEWIS AND CLARK 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION, an 
affiliate of the Oregon Historical 
Society and the (national) Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Founda
tion, held its quarterly meeting on 
December 19, 1984, at Beaver Hall, 
Oregon Historical Center. The event 
was the organization's a nnual 
Christmas Pot-Luck Dinner. Presi
dent Kelly Janes and his wife Nancy 
prepared the roast turkey and beef 
in the kitchen facility adjoining 
Beaver Hall. Accompanying these. 
entrees were salads, vegetable dishes, 
a nd delicious desserts supplied by 
oth er members. Ta ble decor arranged 
by Evelyn Plamondon reflected the 
h oliday season. 

By unanimous acclaim the slate of 
officers and directors suggested by 
the nominating committee, the fol
lowing were elected for 1985: Martin 
Plamondon, president; Malcolm 
Buffum, vice president, John Sto
fiel, secretary; and Kelly Janes 
(immediate past president), Howard 
Hopkins, Harold Smith, Dwight 
Garrison, James Pierson, a nd Vir
ginia Moore, directors. 

Following the business meeting, 
Robert Lange addressed the gather
ing. His pa per was titled: "Indian 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS! 

Peace Medals - The Expedition's 
Peace Medals and Indian Gifts", 
and provided not only information 
concernin g the Expedition 's use of 
peace medals and other gifts in their 
relations with the Indians encoun
tered on their journey, but the his
tory of the medals which revealed 
that similar medals were struck 
during presidencies following Wash
ington and Jefferson, a nd as late as 
1889 when Benjamin Harrison was 
president. Slides illustrating th e 
obverse and reverse of many of 
these medals added to Bob's presen
tation. 

A Board of Directors meeting, sched
uled for February 21, 1985, will 
afford the opportunity for planning 
the Oregon Foundation's four quar
terly meetings for the coming year. 

******* 
Outfitter Offers 
Lolo Trail Trips 
Triple "O" Outfitters, Pierce, Idaho, 
operated by Duane and Harlan Op
dahl have advised We Proceeded On 
that plans a nd a format have been 
developed for five day trips by horse 
or vehicle (depen ding on the method 
of travel desired by participants) 
along Idaho's h istoric Lolo Trail. 
Itinery for the trips will include vis
its to locations related to the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition's traverse of 
this region in 1805 and 1806. 

Four five day trips are scheduled for 
the summer of 1985: Mondays 
through Fridays, August 5-9, Au
gust 12-16, August 19-23, and Au
gust 26-30. For complete informa
tion make inquiry to: Triple "O" 
Outfitters, P.O. Box 21, Pierce, 
Idaho, 83546. 

MAP OF THE EXPEDITION'S PORTAGE AT THE GREAT FALLS OF THE MISSOURI PROVIDES 
CARTOGRAPHIC DETAILS AND A CHRONICLE OF THE ORDEAL AND TRIUMPH OVER THIS 
BARRIER TO THEIR WESTWARD PROGRESS 

Foundation member, cartographer Robert N. Bergan
tino, Butte, Montana, with a thorough understanding 
of the Expedition's travel route a nd activities in the 
Great Falls area, has· produced an outstanding carto
graphic gem. Measuring 23 X 30 inches (image size) 
and reproduced on fine paper, in addition to the carto
graphy, Bob has lettered-in some fifty journal entry 
excerpts in his expert calligraphy. These pin-point 
exact locations and provide a chronicle of the experien
ces and accomplishments of the Captains and their 
party while effecting th e a rduous 18 mile portage 
around the series of falls in this area. 

If you have struggled through the journal texts and 
endeavored to fix in your mind the intricate details and 
geograp~y of this segment of the journey, you will find 
it attractively and accurately portrayed in this medium 
by Bob Bergantino. 
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A second cartographic study by Bergantino is a 20 X 28 
inch (image size) reproduction of William Clark's June 
17-19, 1805, survey of the Great Fa lls (the several falls), 
and his June 23, 1805 survey of the portage route. Addi
tional details (and a part of this study) h ave been 
derived from maps in the Captain's field n otebooks and 
from Clark's journal entries for July 8, 1805, and his 
"Courses and Distances" (Thwaites: VI: 5-8). 

The two maps described here were produced in time to 
be available for purchase by attendees at last August's 
16th Annual Meeting. Additional copies of the two 
maps a re available. Send your order with remittance of 
$17.00 (for both maps including postage and handling) 
to: Portage Route Chapter, P.O. Box 2424, Great Falls, 
MT 59403. 



WPO SUPPLEMENTARY PUBLICATIONS 

These publications bring to members of the Foundation and others, special 
items of interest, and on occasion, reprints of out-of-print publications that 
are not otherwise available. 

WPO Publication No. 1, October 1976 $2.00 

"Proceedings of the Eighth A nnual Meeting, August 
15-18, 1976, Great Falls, Montana" 

Contents: "President's Message", by Wilbur P. Werner; "Sta
tus of Missouri River Breaks Wild and Scenic River Legis
lation", by Edwin Zaidlicz; "Sacagawea and Sacagawea 
Spring", by E.G. Chuinard, M.D.; "The Expedition's Journals 
- Captain Lewis's Discovery and Description of the Great 
Falls of the Missouri River", by Robert E. Lange; "The White 
Pirogue of the Lewis a nd Clark Expedition", by Bob Saindon. 

WPO Publication No. 2, July 1977 
"Our Dog Scannon - Partner in Discovery" 

.75¢ 

Ernest S. Osgood's monograph about the Expedition's New
foundland dog. A delightful perspective of the canine member 
of the exploring party. Reprint from Montana the Magazine of 
Westem History, Vol. XXVI, No. 3, Summer 1977. 

WPO Publication No. 3, July 1978 $1.50 

"Beacon Rock on the Columbia: Legends and Tra
ditions of a Famous Landmark", by Henry J. Biddle. 

A reprint of Biddle's 1925 monograph concerning the acqui
sition a'nd preservation of the 800 foot high landmark on the 
Columbia River. Lewis a nd Clark described the geologic for
mation in 1805-1806. Annotations by Robert E. La nge. 

WPO Publication No. 4, December 1980 
$2.50 

"Three Papers Presented at the Foundation's 12th An
nual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska, and Sioux City, Io wa, 
August 20-22, 1980" 

Contents: "Sergeant Floyd and the Floyd Memorial at Sioux 
City, Iowa", by Edward Ruisch; "Some Thoughts on the Death 
of Sergeant Charles Floyd", by E.G. Chinard, M.D.; "Ex
pansion of the Fur Trade Following Lewis and Clark", by 
Charles E. Hanson, Jr . 

WPO Publication No. 5, August 1981 .75¢ 

"Thirteenth Annual Meeting - Visit to the Missoula 
County Courthouse - The Edgar Samuel Paxson 
Murals", compiled by Robert E. Lange. 

The visit to the Missoula, Montana, courthouse was an event 
during the Foundation's Annual Meeting. This publication 
provides biographical information about Montana artist 
Edgar Paxson, and descriptions of two of the eight Paxson 
murals in the courthouse that depict incidents related to the 
Expedition in the Missoula Area. 

WPO Publication No. 6, July 1982 $4.00 
"Contributions of Philadelphia to Lewis and Clark His
tory", by Paul Russell Cutright. 52 pages, illustrations. 

Dr. Cutright provides a n in-depth study of activities related to 
the Expedition in Philadelphia, both before (1803) and after 
(1807-1814) the explorers' return. Litterateur Nicholas Biddle's 
contribution toward seeing to the publication of a narrative 
based on the Captains' journals is included in Dr. Cutright's 
fine monograph. 

WPO Publication No. 7, May 1984 

Lewis's Woodpecker - Clark's Nutcracker 

$4.00 

Color portraits of birds whose names memorialize the sur
names of Captains Lewis and Clark. Reproduced from color 
paintings by Marie Nonnast Bohlen through the courtesy of 
Fawcett Publications a nd publisher Prentice-Hall , Inc. 

Two 8 X 10 inch portraits with descriptive captions on fine 
paper stock in authentic color, and suitable for framing. 

For more information concerning the ornithology of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, see We Proceeded On, Vol. 10, Nos. 2 & 
3, May 1984. 

WPO Publications No. 8, November 1984 
$3.00 

"Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and the Dis
covery of Montana", by Harry W. Fritz, 32 pages, maps. 

This is an unabridged transcript of a paper presented at the 
16th Annual Banquet of the Foundation, Great Falls, Mon
tana, August 8, 1984. Dr. Fritz in his fine speaking and writing 
style, and backed by his extensive knowledge, has produced 
this review of the purpose, organization and personnel of the 
exploring enterprise. In addition it presents a fine recapitu· 
lation of the Expedition's documentation of their experiences 
and discovery of what is today the great state of Montana. It 
was in Montana where the exploring party spent the most 
"traveling" days while traveling the most miles, overcame one 
of their g reatest obstacles to their favorite river travel (the 
Great Falls of the Missouri), and established their most nu
merous night encampments. 

Prices for the above publications include postage and 
cost of production only. 

Order from: WPO Publications, 5054 S.W. 26th Place, 
Portland, OR 97201. Make checks payable to the 
Foundation. Postage stamps are acceptable in lieu of 
checks. 

THE FOUNDATION NEEDS THE CONTINUED INTEREST AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF LEWIS AND CLARK 
ENTHUSIASTS ON A NATION-WIDE BASIS. WE HOPE, IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY A MEMBER, THAT 
YOU WILL CONSIDER LENDING YOUR SUPPORT TO THE FOUNDATION. IF YOU REQUIRE ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION, A PROSPECTUS DESCRIBING THE FOUNDATION, TOGETHER WITH A MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION, WILL BE FORWARDED PROMPTLY. ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST TO THE SECRETARY. 

WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase whi<:.h appears repeatedly in the collective journals ,of the Expedition: -

"this TTWming we set out early and proceeded on ... " 

" ... wind from the S. W. we proceeded on ... until 6 oC/,ock ... " 

" ... the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on .. . " 

'We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes . .. " 

'We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S. Side . . . " 
" ... clouded up ... We proceeded on under a fine breeze ... " 
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Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805. 

Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805. 

Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1800. 

Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806. 
Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1004. 

Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805. 
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