


















































Anecdote — From A
Journal Related To
The Expedition

Always alert for something of inter-
est to report for readers of We Pro-
ceeded On, Foundation member
Roy Chatters, Pullman, Washing-
ton,! has called our attention to an
account which he says: “. .. is an
interesting sidelight that reveals
the feelings and reaction of the Indi-
ans to members of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition during the time
the exploring party was spending
the winter of 1804-1805 at their Fort
Mandan winter establishement in
present-day North Dakota.”

In a two volume work titled: Les
Bourgeois de la Campagnie du Nord-
Quest,” edited and annotated by
L.E. Masson, and published by De
L'Imprimerie Generale A. Cote et
Cie, Quebec, 1889-1890, Masson in-
cludes a section in his Volume I,
sub-titled “The Missouri Indians’'.
The excerpt from this (1:330-1) sup-
plied by Roy Chatters involves a
text in this section credited to
Charles McKenzie (1774-1855), an
assistant clerk of the Northwest
Company’s establishment in the
Mandan country. McKenzie's name
is detailed during the period Novem-
ber 1804 to early April 1805 in Wil-
liam Clark’s journal.® It appears
that the Captains were frequently
in contact with this individual both
at Fort Mandan and at the five
Indian villages in the vicinity.!

In his journal Charles McKenzie
made the interesting observations
that follow:

Some time after, Captain Lewis, with
three interpreters, paid a visit to the
Gros Ventres village, and went direct-
ly to the Serpent’s [Chief's] Lodge,
where he passed the night. The next

1. See We Proceeded On, Vol. 3, No. 2, pp. 4-6;
Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 9-10; Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 12.

2. Translated from the French: The Citizens of
the Northwest Company.

3. Reuben G. Thwaites, Original Journals of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Dodd, Mead
& Co., N.Y., 1904. Reprint editions (same pag-
ination): Antiquarian Press, N.Y., 1959; Arno
Press, N.Y., 1969. Volume 1, pp. 226-282,

4, Nicholas Biddle/Paul Allen, History of the
Expedition Under the Command of Captains
Lewis and Clark, Bradford & Inskeep, N.Y.,
1814, Vol. I, pp. 129-132. (Excerpt) “The vil-
lages near which we are established are fivein
‘number, and are the residence of three distinct
nations: the Mandans, the Ahnahaways, and
the Minnetarees . ... The name Grosventres
or Bigbellies is given to these minnetarees
. ... Theinhabitants of these five villages, all
of which are within six miles, live in harmony
with each other.” Also in: Elliott Coues (Edi-
tor), History of the Expedition Under the
Command of Lewis and Clark . . . ., Francis
P. Harper, N.Y., 1893. Reprint edition, Dover
Publications, Inc.,, N.Y,, 1965. Volume I, pp.
196-200. See also: Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 1, pp.
224-225, fn. 2.

morning, he came to the village

where I [McKenzie] was, and ob-
served to me that he was not very
graciously received at the upper vil-
lage. “l sent word ahead”, said he,
“to inform La Belette qui porte des
cornes that I intended to take up my
quarters at this lodge, he returned for
an answer that ‘he was not at home'.
This conduct surprised me, it being
common only among your English
Lords, not to be ‘at home’ when they
did not wish to see strangers,® but as
I had felt no inclination of entering
any house after being told the land-
lord would not be ‘at home’, I looked
out for another lodging, which I read-
ily found.”

After haranguing the Indians and
explaining to them the purport of his
expedition to the westward, several
of them accepted of clothing, but,
notwithstanding, they could not be
reconciled to like these “strangers”
as they called them.

“Had these whites come amongst us,”
said the chiefs, “with ‘charitable
views' they would have loaded their
‘Great Boat with necessaries’. It is
true that they have ammunition, but
they ‘prefer throwing it away idly
than sparing a shot of it to a ‘poor
Mandane'.”

The Indians admired the air gun,® as
it could discharge forty shots out of
one load, but they dreaded the magic
of the owners. “Had I these white
warriors in the upper plains” said the
Gros Ventres chief, “my young men
on horseback would soon do for them,
as they would do for so many
“wolves” [their Pawnee enemies],
for,” continued he, “there are only
two sensible men among them, the
worker of iron and the mender of
guns."?

The American gentlemen [Lewis and
Clark] gave flags and medals to the
chiefs® on condition that they should
not go to war unless the enemy at-
tacked them in their villages. Yet the
Chief of the “Wolves"”, whose brother
had been killed in the fall previous to
our arrival, went soon after with a
party of fifty men to revenge his
death.

In addition to the excerpts from the
McKenzie journal supplied us by
Dr. Chatters, is a quotation from
the same journal. Thwaites, in his
edition of the Lewis and Clark jour-
nals, includes this as a footnote.

5. Clark refers to the “not at home” dodge in
his journal for November 27, 1804, Thwaites,
op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 227.

6. Editor's note: In his many years of research
involving the air gun carried by the explorers.
we may surmise that Dr. Chatters cajne across
the reference cited here.

7. We may assume that the reference to the
“worker of Iron” was to Willard or Bratton,
since both are detailed along with Shields to
have been hlacksmiths. Shields is detailed in
the journals on several occasions as a
“mender of guns”, or a gunsmith.

8. Thwaites, ap. eit., Vol. 1, p. 233,
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Here we find McKenzie discoursing
concerning the Captains relation-
ship with the Northwest Company
individuals. McKenzie wrote as fol-
lows:

Mr. La Roecque [a Northwest Co.
clerk] and I [McKenzie] . . .. became
intimate with the gentlemen of the
American Expedition, who on all oe-
casions seemed happy to see us, and
always treated us with civility and
kindness. It is true, Captain Lewis
could not make himself agreeable to
us. He could speak fluently and learn-
edly on all subjects, but his inveter-
ate disposition against the British
stained, at least in our eyes, all his
eloquence. Captain Clarke was equal-
ly informed, but his conversation
was always pleasant, for he seemed
tlo dislike giving offence unnecessar-
ily.9
As we read the above, written in
1805 in McKenzie's journal, we are
reminded of the recent comparison
of the two Captains drawn by Paul
Russell Cutright in his volume Lew-
is and Clark: Pioneering Natural-
ists (page 19). Paul Cutright says:
“Lewis was a dreamer, intent, fine-
drawn, reserved, unwavering, gen-
erally humorless. Clark was warm,
companionable, a good judge of
men, an easy conversationalist —
but inclined to keep a portion of his
counsel to himself — and highly
successful in meeting the demands
of actual living.”

9. Ibid., Vol. 1, p, 277, fn. 1.

Cdan

Charles Gass, San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, cuts his birthday cake while
celebrating his 72nd birthday dur-
ing a visit with his sister in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. A descendant
of the Expedition’s Sergeant Pat-
rick Gass, Charles attended the
Foundation’s 15th Annual Meeting
in Pasco, Washington, last August.
Atltendees enjoyed his congenial
presence and, since the meeting, his
friendly letiers.
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The Missouri River from Fort Benton to Robinson Bridge (Hwy. 191) for about 150 miles is the last free flowing
portion of this great waterway. Preserved as a component of the National Wild and Scenic River System and better
known as the Missouri Breaks Scenic Recreation Area, travelers on the river are afforded the opportunity to see this
section of present-day Montana and the Missouri River much as it appeared to Lewis and Clark and their exploring
party. Here are Captain Lewis’s “. . . seens [scenes]| of visionary inchantment . ..” probably a portion of his most
descriptive documentation. You may share his exposition if you have access to the Thwaites edition of the Original
Journals. . ., Volume 2, beginning with the last paragraph on page 100: “The hills and river clifts which we passed
today exhibit a most romantic appearance.”, and continuing through his journal entry on page 103. If you have the
opportunity this year, or at some future time, you should traverse this segment of the Missouri and relish its scenic
beauty and historic past. River trips with competent and historically informed guides for the three night-four day,

150 mile excursion may be arranged with the several such enterprises operating from Fort Benton.

Archie Graber is pictured providing biographi-
cal data about the personnel of the exploring
party in an address presented at the
Foundation's 10th Annual Meeting, August
1978, Vancouver, Washington.
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Archie M. Graber
1924-1984

A former director (1981-1983) of the
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation, Inc., Archie M. Graber,
Seattle, Washington, passed away
January 23, 1984. His many friends
in both art and historical circles
attended memorial services on Sat-
urday, January 28, in the Temple
B’Nai Torah on Mercer Island (Seat-
tle), Washington.

A sculptor of note, Graber was born
in Bloomfield, Montana, and was a
graduate of the Minnesota College
of Art, and traveled extensively in
Europe where he studied with the
artist and sculptor Oskar Katschka.
Among his artistic works are: the
Whale Fountain, Fairbanks, Alas-
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ka; and works at Seattle’s Logan
Building, the Ballard Library, First
Presbyterian Church; the Dorsett
Building in Bellevue; and Everett’s
Seafirst Bank. The “Eternal Light”
fresco in the Temple B’'Nai Torah is
also his work.

Lewis and Clark enthusiasts recog-
nized Archie as a serious student of
the Expedition, and over the years
he had accumulated a fine personal
library containing most of the liter-
ature written about the exploring
enterprise and the individuals in-
volving its accomplishments. Other
interests relating to American his-
tory and heritage were included in
his studies, and he was considered
to be an authority concerning the
history of United States flags (see

(continued on page 20)



WPO, Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 10). Former
Washington State Governor Dan
Evans, knowing of his interest,
appointed him to the State of
Washington Lewis and Clark Trail
Committee, and he was elected by
committee members to serve as its
chairman from 1980 until illness
forced his retirement in 1983. From
1981 to 1983, he also served as a
director of our (national) Founda-
tion.

In 1981 and 1982, with special help
from fellow committee member Clif-
ford Imsland and other members of
the Washington Lewis and Clark
Committee, he proposed and
brought to reality a permanent
Lewis and Clark display in the
museum of the Washington State
Historical Society at Tacoma (see
WPO, Vol. 8, No. 1, p. 13). For this
effort Archie was honored with the
presentation of the Society’s David
Douglas Award at a quarterly meet-
ing of the Society in January 1982
(see WPO, Vol. 8, No. 1, p. 11). A
more recent project spearheaded by
Graber, involved the presentation
of framed maps (detailing the
routes of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition) to schools in Washing-
ton state named after individuals
involved with the 1803-1806 enter-
prise. This project is described on
page 15, this issue of We Proceeded
On.

Archie Graber will be missed by all
who knew and worked with him,
and Foundation members extend
sympathy to his wife, Sylvia, who
shared his interests and attended
many Lewis and Clark events and
Foundation meetings with Archie
(see WPO, Vol. 5, No. 2, p. 6).

Memorial gifts in Archie Graber’s
name may be made to the Leuke-
mia/American Cancer Society or to
the Leukemia Aid/Leukemia Socie-
ty of America, at 2120 First Avenue,
North, Seattle, Washington 98109.

WPO SUPPLEMENTARY PUBLICATIONS
These publications bring to members of the Foundation and others, special
items of interest, and on oceasion, reprints of out-of-print publications that
are not otherwise available.

WPO Publication No. 1, October 1976 $2.00

“Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting, August 15-18, 1976, Great
Falls, Montana”

Contents: “President’s Message”, by Wilbur P. Werner; “Status of Missouri River
Breaks Wild and Scenic River Legislation”, by Edwin Zaidlicz; “Sacagawea and
Sacagawea Spring”, by E.G. Chuinard, M.D.; “The Expedition’s Journals — Captain
Lewis's Discovery and Description of the Great Falls of the Missouri River”, by
Robert E. Lange; “The White Pirogue of the Lewis and Clark Expedition”, by Bob
Saindon.

WPO Publication No. 2, July 1977

“‘Our Dog Scannon — Partner in Discovery”

Ernest S. Osgood’s monograph about the Expedition’s Newfoundland dog. A delight-
ful perspective of the canine member of the exploring party. Reprint from Montana
the Magazine of Western History, Vol. XXVI, No. 3, Summer 1977.

WPO Publication No. 3, July 1978 $1.50

“Beacon Rock on the Columbia: Legends and Traditions of a Famous
Landmark”, by Henry J. Biddle.

A reprint of Biddle's 1925 monograph concerning the acquisition and preservation of
the 800 foot high landmark on the Columbia River. Lewis and Clark described the
geologic formation in 1805-1806. Annotations by Robert E. Lange.

WPO Publication No. 4, December 1980 $2.50

“Three Papers Presented at the Foundation’s 12th Annual Meeting, Omaha,
Nebraska, and Sioux City, Iowa, August 20-22, 1980

Contents: “Sergeant Floyd and the Floyd Memorial at Sioux City, Iowa”, by Edward
Ruisch; “Some Thoughts on the Death of Sergeant Charles Floyd”, by E.G. Chuinard,
M.D.; “Expansion of the Fur Trade Following Lewis and Clark”, by Charles E. Han-
son, Jr.

WPO Publication No. 5, August 1981 .75¢

“Thirteenth Annual Meeting — Visit to the Missoula County Courthouse —
The Edgar Samuel Paxson Murals”, compiled by Robert E. Lange

.75¢

The visit to the Missoula, Montana, courthouse was an event during the Foundation’s
Annual Meeting. This publication provides biographical information about Montana
artist Edgar Paxson, and descriptions of two of the eight Paxson murals in the court-
house that depict incidents related to the Expedition in the Missoula area.

WPO Publication No. 6, July 1982 $4.00

“Contributions of Philadelphia to Lewis and Clark History”, by Paul Rus-
sell Cutright. 52 pages, illustrations.

Dr. Cutright provides an in-depth study of activities related to the Expedition in
Philadelphia, both before (1803) and after (1807-1814) the explorers’ return. Littera-
teur Nicholas Biddle's contribution toward seeing to the publication of a narrative
based on the Captains’ journals is included in Dr. Cutright’s fine monograph.

Prices for the above publications include postage and cost of production
only.

Order from: WPO Publications, 5054 S.W. 26th Place, Portland, OR 97201.
Make checks payable to the Foundation. Postage stamps are acceptable in
lieu of checks.

f WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals of the Expedition: — w
“this morning we set out early and proceeded on ..."”

“ .. wind from the S.W. we proceeded on . .. until 6 oClock ...”
“ .. the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on ...”
“We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes ..."”

“We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S. Side. ..”
“.. clouded up ... We proceeded on under a fine breeze ...”

Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805.
Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805.
Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1806.

Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806.

Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1804,
Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805. /

-20- We Proceeded On, February 1984



