
                                                                              Happy New Year!!! 
 

                                          
                                 

                                    Please Join Us in 2015!! 
 

Monthly Dinner Meetings ~ ~ Weekly Study Group Sessions  
 

         January 17 – Harmony Court 
         Darrel Draper – J. Sterling Morton 

        

                                       Febuary, March, and April 
                                                                 Speakers/Presentations TBD 

                     

                          May 19  
                      Bethany Simeons, Otoe Missouri Tribe presentation   

 

                          June 
        Lewis and Clark Festival – Onawa State Park   

 

            July  
        White Catfish Camp & Picnic 

 

                                               August 1-5       
             LCTHF 47th  Annual Meeting – Kansas City 

 

                                                    Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec 
                                                                 Speakers/Presentations TBD 

 
         
                                               

                                         

Special Interest 

Articles: 

 
• Kansas City 

Field Trip  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Highlights: 
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Keepers of the Story ~ Stewards of the Trail℠ 

We preserve, promote and teach the diverse heritage of  

Lewis and Clark for the benefit of all people 
 

Mouth of the Platte Chapter 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3344 
Omaha, NE 68103 
mouthoftheplatte@cox.net   ~~  www.mouthoftheplatte.org 
 

Mouth of the Platte Activities 

Annual Events: 

June: Lewis and Clark Festival 

 Lewis and Clark State Park 

 Onawa, IA 

July:  White Catfish Camp 

  Western Historic Trails Center 

  Council Bluffs, IA 

Wednesday Morning Study Group: 

 9 a.m., most weeks 

 Western Historic Trails Center 

 3434 Richard Downing Ave. 

 Council Bluffs, IA 

President’s Message 

 

Hold for Don 

Dear Members of Mouth of the Platte: 
 

Since our last newsletter, the annual election meeting was held. All existing 
officers and At-Large Board members were re-elected. I informed you in a 
special announcement in November of the resignation of Mary Langhorst 
from the MOP Board and as Secretary of the chapter. The Board will soon 
name Mary’s replacement. Please let a Board member know if you are 
interested in serving as Secretary or know someone you would like to see in 
this position. 
 

The Board is also seeking a volunteer to coordinate our monthly dinner 
reservations. Please let the Board know if you or someone else would like to 
serve this special role. 
 

MOP members made a great trip to Kansas City in early December to see the 
awesome special art exhibit on The Plains Indians – Artists of Earth and Sky. 
See the separate report on this experience. Thanks to Shirley Enos for her 
inspiration, initiative and extra effort to get this event pulled together for the 
28 people who attended. 
 

We had a great evening of period music, commentary, and an interesting 
presentation of some unique musical instrument by David Marsh at our 
December Dinner Meeting. Thanks to Harlan Seyfer for arranging this special 
program.  
 

One of the most popular presenters of MOP programs is our own Darrell 
Draper. Darrel will give one of his great interpretations at a special Saturday 
afternoon program on January 17 at Harmony Court, 173 Bennett Avenue in 
Council Bluffs. This program is funded by Humanities Iowa, a private, non-
profit state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, a cultural 
resource for Iowans since 1971. Humanities Iowa offers many cultural and 
historical programs and grants to Iowa’s communities. MOP is pleased to 
have this special program by one of our own available. Watch for the meeting 
announcement and meal reservation instructions coming soon. 
 

The Board is also planning another special Saturday afternoon program at 
Harmony Court at noon on Saturday, February 21. Save the date and watch 
for the announcement of this program in February. 
 

Please share ideas you have for community service projects, education, or 
special programs. Better yet, volunteer to organize and lead the development 
and implementation of something special for the chapter. MOP has much 
more going on than almost any Trail Heritage Foundation affiliated chapter in 
the nation. Monthly dinner meetings, weekly study group meetings, a 
membership of almost 70 – all of this makes MOP special. Please help build 
on this success by getting involved with something special on behalf of MOP. 
 

Thank you to all who contribute so much to the success of MOP. 
 
Sincerely yours; 
 
Don Shippy, Chapter President 
 
 
 

 

MOP Board of Directors Re-elected for 2014-2015 
 

  Don Shippy, President 
        (402-740-7851)   Dick Williams, Vice-president  

       (402-330-5119) 

  Della Bauer, Treasurer  
       (402-697-8544)        Vacant, Secretary  

     (xxx-xxx-xxxx) 
  At-large Board Members   
     Mary Jo Havlicek   (402-553-0224)    
     Tom Coenen,         (712-579-6333) 
     Scotty Stickels        (712-355-2842) 
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Wednesday Study Group Takes a Trip 
 
Wednesdays each week are scheduled meeting days for Mouth of the Platte Chapter’s Lewis and Clark study group.  On 
December 10th, the Wednesday group departed from the usual and with other MOP members, friends and family traveled 
by charter bus to Kansas City, Missouri where we visited the Nelson Atkins Museum of Art.   A rare collection of items is 
on display here for only one of two stops in the United States.  This exhibit titled, "The Plains Indians, Artists of Earth and 
Sky" was organized by the musee du quai Branly in Paris, where it was first displayed.  This exhibit opened at the Nelson 
Atkins Museum September 19 and will remain through January 11, 2015,   traveling then to The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York City. 
 
Artists from the Plains Indian cultures of North America have long produced works of beauty, mystery, and emotional 
power. Featured in this exhibit are some of their finest creations gathered from 58 institutional and private collections in 
both Europe and North America. The works on view span more than four centuries. Together they reveal a progression of 
artistic tradition and innovation that extends to the present day. 
 
Several items in this exhibit were collected by Prince Maximilian of Wied-Neuwied who, accompanied by Swiss artist Karl 
Bodmer, ascended the Missouri River in 1832-33. Also on display are a leather shirt and headdress worn by Oglala 
Lakota chief Red Cloud, C. 1865. 
 
This collection while historically important  also gave us,  the viewer,  a deeper appreciation of the artistry, 
resourcefulness, skill, imagination and pride that was a part of the daily lives of the Plains Indians.  
 
We would like to thank the board of directors of Mouth of the Platte Chapter, for their generous decision to subsidize this 
bus trip allowing each of us to travel for a very reasonable fee.   Thanks are also extended to the board of directors 
through me from the recipients of the four scholarships, they are most grateful for your generosity. – Shirley Enos 
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MOP Study Group Essays on Scenes of Visionary Enchantment  

 
Presentation by Darlene Backhaus 
 
Quote from Scenes of Visionary Enchantment by Dayton Duncan chapter 4:  “The first Independence 
Day ever celebrated west of the Mississippi began in what is now Atchison County, Kansas at sunrise on 
July 4, 1804 with the firing of the keelboat’s cannon “in honor of the day,” according to Sergeant Patrick 
Gass.  Once the salute was over, however, it was back to business for the Corps of Discovery.  Like the 
nation whose twenty-eighth birthday they were marking, Lewis and Clark and their expedition were 
restless to keep moving westward.”  The Corps allegiance to their United States was always dutifully 
carried out by hoisting the 15 star 15 stripe flag. 
 
The Corps of Discovery travels through Kansas and Nebraska were pleasant, investigative, and 
saturated with white tails, turkeys, elk, etc.  They ate well during this section of their travels, identified 
new plants to science, caught many catfish and met several native tribes to share their bounty. The 
scenery consisted of miles of waving tall bluestem as far as the eye could see reminding them of ocean 
waves.  Unfortunately, the mosquitoes were plentiful also. 
 
Many creeks of size drained into the Missouri and one of note was Independence Creek where they 
camped and enjoyed an extra gill of whiskey.  They were very aware of the Weeping Water Creek 
entering the Missouri just above Nebraska City and camped nearby.  The north fork and south fork drain 
approximately 62,420 hectares of land in southeastern Nebraska.  Clark was noted to have walked 
Weeping Water Creek in an attempt to seek the Oto Village, but found the tribe had already left on a 
hunt. 
 
Quote from Scenes of Visionary Enchantment by David Duncan, chapter 4:  “The fifteen-star flag the 
expedition displayed on that Fourth of July next o Independence Creek was already having trouble 
keeping up with a republic that counted seventeen states in 1804.  Now the pace of American expansion 
was about to quicken even more.  The ink was still wet on the treaty incorporating the huge Louisiana 
Purchase, but it had suddenly become more likely that the small cluster of white stars in Old Glory’s 
corner of blue might someday become a firmament.” 
 

Presentation by Evelyn Orr 
 
Book Review: “Scenes of Visionary Enchantment, Reflections of Lewis and Clark” By Dayton Duncan 
The author obviously has great enthusiasm and passion for the Lewis and Clark Expedition. The book 
introduction explains the authors “Lewis-and-Clark- itis” for, “wanting to read more of this epic adventure, 
and wanting to go as many places along the trail as possible…..”  He offers some dreamy reflections, 
and “what if’” reflections beyond discussing selected journal entries.  He does tell us “These essays 
reflect my opinions, my passions, my interpretations ---.“ In general this story telling concept could be 
more enjoyable if better defined opinions of actual events are presented as partly a fiction presentation. I 
had trouble with the book when realizing some interpretations, and opinions (fiction) of events appear as 
truthful facts. 
 
A few examples of “opinions-interpretations” as factual events: Duncan repeats Lewis and Clark 
historians who write Clark was appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs, rather than read Jefferson’s 
appointee data for both men.  Lewis, the appointed Governor of Upper Louisiana was Superintendent 
responsible for all Indian Affairs – Clark was appointed Indian Agent. Several times, his reflections 
present William Clark in a more favorable light in capabilities, and or personality.  He writes, “Lewis 
proved to be clumsy at the politics necessary for success as Governor.” Documentation is available that 
reveals Lewis’ success in many accomplishments for his 18 months of service as Governor.  Some were 
done under difficult circumstances, and pressure. Duncan also repeats Lewis and Clark historians who 
state as assumed fact Lewis committed suicide, yet the factual cause of death, from the time it happen, 
to today is not positive truth. It is still researched, and debated. It is disappointing when a well-known and 
respected Lewis and Clark historian writes a book issuing some opinions-reflections as his assumed 
facts. They could mislead the reader to believe they are truths. I don’t recommend this book, especially 
for beginning readers of “Keepers Of The Trail.     
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Presentation by Shirley Enos 
 
Some things I Learned From Reading Chapter 7 
Our book for Wednesday morning study group this fall and winter semester has been Duncan Dayton's, "Scenes of Visionary 
Enchantment."   October 22, I reported on chapter 7 entitled, "This Long Wished for Spot', which refers to the confluence of the Missouri 

and Yellowstone Rivers; the end of the known and the beginning of the unknown for the expedition.   An area of the country where all form 
of wildlife appeared in numbers that staggered the imagination. A chapter written in Mr. Dayton's romantic style which pulled me back in 
time to hear the rushing water and the banter of the men and voyagers at their daily work.  
 
I will not attempt to review the chapter or book here. I want to write about two of the several topics I researched to augment my report.    
Number one is the Audubon mountain sheep which Joseph Fields mentioned on page 64 of Duncan's book as a new species of "discovery" 
he spotted while walking along the banks of the Yellowstone River.  Fields brought back one of its enormous horns to show the Captains.   
According to the Billings Gazette, October 1st 2003 issue, the existence of the Audubon sheep as a separate species has been disputed. 
New thinking is that the size and color, which made Field believe it was a new species, were influenced only by environment and the 
modern consensus is that the Audubon Sheep is just a Rocky Mountain sheep.  These are magnificent creatures whatever name you stamp 
on them and I found the new information of no significance in the long run.  
 
The number two item of curiosity to me were the beaver, said to be according to Lewis, larger and more abundant in this area.  The men 
loved the meat and Lewis himself declared the tail of the beaver, "...a most delicious morsal." How do you prepare beaver tail I asked 
myself?  YouTube assisted me with several videos on the topic.  Beaver tail is said to have a strong fishy odor.   The first steps are to 
remove the tail from the beaver and to char the outer skin of the tail over flame, allowing it to bubble up or blister, then peeling it away.  
Under the skin is white fat and scant meat clinging to each side of the tail bone.  This is skewered on to a long stick and cooked over a low 
fire or coals.  One tail would feed two men. The men trapped beaver by night at this area and shot them by day from the banks of both 
rivers. 
 
When researching how to cook beaver tail many websites popped up with recipes for a pastry called either "Beaver Tail" or "Beaver Slaps".  
This, I discovered is a Canadian national dishes of sorts.  Sweet pastry dough (found in most cookbooks) fashioned into beaver tail shapes, 
scored with a sharp knife on one side to resemble a beaver tail then deep fried in hot oil until golden.  Removed from the hot grease it is 
dusted or doused in cinnamon and sugar mix or slathered in maple flavored frosting.  This would be the beaver tail of choice at my table. I 
have no doubt it would have been enjoyed by the men of the corps had they been introduced to it. 
 
As always, any portion of the Lewis and Clark Expedition studied on Wednesday mornings in our study group sends us home with more 
topics to research.  After 13 years of weekly meetings we haven't run out of topics to look into. 
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Presentation by Mary Langhorst 
Great Expectations: Lewis in Philadelphia 

--from Scenes of Visionary Enchantment by Dayton Duncan 
 
In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson approached the United States Congress  to approve his request to send "an intelligent officer with ten 
or twelve chosen men fit for the enterprise"  (Reuben Thwaites, Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition)to explore newly 
obtained territory in the West.  Congress approved that request. 
 
Meriwether Lewis, a Captain at that time, was employed as personal secretary to President Jefferson who chose him to head this 
expedition to the West. Jefferson's plans included sending Lewis to Philadelphia immediately "to assemble necessary supplies and 
equipment for the expedition, and to call upon important scientists who would provide him with a 'greater familiarity with the technical 
language of the natural sciences, and a readiness in the astronomical observations necessary for the geography of his route.' "(Elliott 
Coues, History of the Expedition Under the Command of Lewis and Clark) 
 
Meriwether Lewis - 28, a single army officer eager for the assignment accepted the challenge. As Jefferson directed, Lewis left immediately 
for a destination, which at this time was the center of learning in 19th century United States.  Philadelphia was a city of approximately 
45,000...ten times the size of any town he knew.  He would be introduced to horses and wagons, cobblestone roads, tall buildings, markets, 
shops and a busy port city on the Delaware River. 
 
Prior to his arrival in Philadelphia, Jefferson sent letters to members of the American Philosophical Society--to include Andrew Ellicott, 
Robert Patterson, Dr. Benjamin Rush, Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton, and Dr. Caspar Wistar--telling them about young Lewis, his habits, his 
education, and his abilities to survive in the wilderness and asking them "to prepare some notes of such particulars as may occur in his 
journey & which you think should draw his attention & inquiry. He will be in Philadelphia about 2 or 3 weeks hence & will wait on you." 
(Thwaites, Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition) 
 
After departing Washington on March 14, 1803 Lewis traveled to Harper's Ferry to acquire equipment, and to Lancaster, PA for three weeks 
of instruction with Andrew Ellicott in the use of the navigational instruments. From there he traveled to the largest city in the 
nation...Philadelphia.  
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Presentation by Mary Langhorst cont’d 
 
It was early in May 1803, cold and snowy.  The narrow streets were cobblestone, the brick houses two to four stories high. Two rivers 
bordered this busy city...the Delaware to the east and the Schuylkill [pronounced: school -kill] to the west. 
 
Prominent buildings stood ready to provide Lewis with the education to carry out this mission entrusted to him by the President of the 
United States...a mission of national and international importance. These buildings included State Hall (Independence Hall) Congress 
Hall, Carpenter's Hall, Philosophical Hall (Home of the American Philosophical Museum--Peale's Museum, the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, Christ Church, and City Tavern. 
 
Lewis, wearing the clothing of a middle class man so as not to be noticed (as the expedition's true objective was still being kept 
secret (Dayton Duncan, Scenes of Visionary Enchantment) would spend several weeks from early May 1803 to mid-June 1803 under 
the guidance of such prominent men as: Robert Patterson, navigation; Dr. Benjamin Rush, medical matters and drugs; Dr. Benjamin 
Smith Barton, Botany and books of importance to the expedition; Dr. Caspar Wistar, anatomy and paleontology.  
 
Living in a Boarding House run by Mrs. Wood, Lewis' time was not always spent on his studies. Visiting taverns and parties at the 
homes of Jefferson's friends or attending a magic show in a hall near Christ Church was entertainment for the young man.  
 
When he wasn't studying he was shopping for needed items to equip the expedition of fifteen or so men for an anticipated 2 year 
journey. Working with the Purveyor of Public Supplies, Israel Whelan, he acquired $2500 worth of supplies from almost all the stores 
in the business district...fishing gear, lead canisters, medical supplies, flannel and calico shirts, tea, strong spirits, a chronometer, 
portable soup, beads, combs, and looking glasses, silk ribbons and ornamental bells, tobacco, pipe tomahawks, brass kettles, oil-
skin bags, mosquito curtains, sewing needles and scissors.  
 
General William Irvine provided Lewis with whatever he needed from the Schuylkill Arsenal as instructed by the Secretary of War to 
include arms and ammunition, lead and powder, blankets tents, knapsacks, scalping knives and clothing.  He accumulated 3,500 
pounds of supplies and spent $2160.14. 
 
Lewis' next task would be to transport the supplies and equipment to Pittsburgh by wagon and from there to be loaded on a boat to 
travel down the Ohio River. He hired William Linnard for this purpose. 
 
Before leaving Philadelphia, Lewis received his final instructions from President Jefferson.  This would not be a simple wilderness 
endurance test.  Surely, after thinking about the last several weeks of his time in Philadelphia, he must have felt this to be a 
monumental, daunting task, but one he was ready and eager to implement. But he also realized that he probably needed someone 
else to share this momentous challenge.  Upon his return to Washington from Philadelphia, he immediately contacted his friend, 
William Clark and offered to him the co-command of this expedition. 
 
The journey took Lewis and his forty-five men three years. He brought them all back safely except one...Sgt. Charles Floyd who died 
of  a medical ailment of which there was no treatment at that time in history.  "He had crossed the mountains, learned there was no 
Northwest Passage and no mastodons. He brought back descriptions of 178 plants and 122 animals never before known to science, 
and he learned 'the character of the country.' (Dayton Duncan, Scenes of Visionary Enchantment). 
 
Arriving back in Philadelphia in April 1807, four years after the determined Lewis had spent a short time preparing for a journey 
across the continent, he was Governor Lewis now...chosen by Jefferson to oversee the new territory west of the Mississippi. He was 
elected to the American Philosophical Society.  He celebrated the thirtieth birthday of the United States on the Fourth of July.  He 
most likely walked the streets of Philadelphia, a more reserved young man that he was four years earlier. He probably visited 
Independence Hall. Maybe he visited St. Peter's Church where the Osage Orange seedlings he collected in Missouri were now 
planted.  He probably spent time at City Tavern telling anyone who would listen about his recent adventure in the wilderness.  
 
Lewis contacted the Conrad Publishing Company to begin the process of publishing a narrative of the journey.  There would be three 
volumes...descriptions of  the places he traveled; a focus on geography; and a scientific volume...all illustrated by prominent artists of 
Philadelphia, Charles Willson Peale, Alexander Wilson, St. Memin, and John James Barralet. Ferdinand Rudolph Hassler would 
review his navigational and astrological calculations for accuracy. He would be the exclusive writer of the final edition. Knowing that 
Clark also wrote accounts of the journey, as well as Sergeant Patrick Gass, John Ordway, and Private Robert Frazier...he thought 
that only he could give "the complete story... the important details...the proper coordinates...the diplomatic nuances of relations with a 
multiplicity of Indian tribes"...because he was the one who had prepared himself for this adventure "at the feet of the nation's top 
minds in Philadelphia..." (Dayton Duncan, Scenes of Visionary  
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Presentation by Mary Langhorst cont’d 
 
It was July, 1807. The first volume was due in six months. Although he most likely rode out of Philadelphia for the second time 
with much expectation, enthusiasm and confidence, the months would go by and become years. His private and public life 
experiences, some of which he could not prepare for or anticipate, would delay the publication of the journals.  
On that fateful day, October 10, 1809, as Lewis was traveling the Natchez Trace to Washington, he had in his possession the 
documents that would be paraphrased and published in 1814 and become the History of the Expedition Under the Command of 
Captains Lewis and Clark.   
 
In 1810, William Clark would stop in Monticello for a visit with President Jefferson and would be given these documents. He would 
travel to Philadelphia to visit John Conrad, Charles Wilson Peale Bernard McMahon, Benjamin Rush, Caspar Wistar, and 
Benjamin Smith Barton to find a man capable of editing these valuable journals. That man would be Nicholas Biddle. 
Nicholas Biddle worked long hours reading the original handwritten journals; addressing over 300 questions to William Clark, 
mostly Enchantment) relating to the Indian tribes; and taking copious notes.  There would be two volumes: the narrative of the 
journey and the scientific discoveries. Set-backs occurred: the War of 1812; Dr. Barton, who would contribute to the scientific 
volume suffered from ill health; and the publishing house he had contracted with, C. and A. Conrad and Company, went out of 
business.   
 
But, by February of 1813, Biddle finalized a contract with Bradford and Inskeep to publish the manuscript.  He chose Paul Allen to 
complete the editing process.  The History of the Expedition Under the Command of Captains Lewis and Clark was finally 
published in 1814 -- seven years after the journey was completed -- without the volume on science. Biddle's name, ironically, only 
appears in the preface. Paul Allen, Esquire, appears on the title page. Nicholas Biddle may have wanted it that way. 
President Jefferson, being advised of the publication of the journals which lacked the scientific findings, set about to gather the 
scattered journals, data, maps, specimens, and other documents together and give them to safe keeping to the American 
Philosophical Society. His intent was that the Society would then publish the scientific discoveries of the expedition. 
 
"If Lewis had lived until 1814, when History of the Expedition Under the Command of Captains Lewis and Clark came from the 
press, he would probably have been both annoyed and unhappy for at least three reasons: one, the text had been radically altered 
through addition, deletion and paraphrase; two, not one of the illustrations prepared for Lewis by Peale, Wilson, St. Memin and 
others had been used; three, and worst of all, the edition failed to include the important volume on science." (Paul Russell 
Cutright, Contributions of Philadelphia to Lewis and Clark History.) 
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MOP Chapter Memberships – Reminder March 31, 2015 is fast approaching!!! 
 

All memberships are renewable annually by March 31. 

 

Memberships 
 

Individual membership....... $20                          $ _____ 

 

Family membership.............. $25                          $ _____ 

 

Student membership........... $10                          $ _____ 

 

Business/Organization ....... $25                          $ _____ 

 

Charitable contributions to support: 
 

Mouth of the Platte Chapter programs                           $ _____ 

 

Newspapers in Education ...............                              $ _____ 

 

Boy Scouts of America activities ...                           $ _____ 

 

Gifford Farm Lewis and Clark programs                $ _____ 

 

Western Historic Trails Center.....                             $ _____ 

 

 

Total enclosed:                                                       $ _______ 

 

Make Check Payable to: 

 

Mouth of the Platte, Inc. 

PO Box 3344 

Omaha, NE 68103 

 

Name _________________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

City __________________  State _____  ZIP _________ 

 

E-mail __________________________________________ 

 

Phone __________________________________________ 

 

Lewis and Clark interests     __________________________________ 

 

Current member of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation?      
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Mouth of the Platte, Inc. 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, INC 

PO Box 3344 

Omaha, NE 68103 
 
 
 

  

  

 A Short Note from the Short Editor 

Send any comments, suggestions, and ideas to -- editor4mop@gmail.com  

Thanks for the support to date and in the future – Scotty Stickels 

 

 


