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ñon the river where the journey beganò  ****************************************************************************** 

Presidentôs Message 

.Membership has become a major focus of my Lewis and Clark activities both in the Ohio River Chapter and the 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. I feel like the future of the Foundation and its Chapters depends on their 

continued growth, expansion and strengthening through both the recruiting and then the retention of members. To 

this end, ORC members have spent a lot of time attending Events to display and teach the Lewis and Clark story to 

groups of individuals that have similar interests. This has led to a steady stream of new members over the last year. 

We need to keep this up. We also need to do a better job of introducing new members to the Chapter and its 

purpose, functions, schedules, and meetings. To accomplish this I am going to propose assigning each new chapter 

member to an established member who can help tutor that person on chapter activities. Additionally, all ORC 

members need to be alert to recruiting individuals who would be interested in our Lewis and Clark activities and 

programs. 

Membership is also a topic that takes up a lot of time at the LCTHF Board meetings. Many, many suggestions pour 

forth and all have merit and a place somewhere in the recruiting process. The Board is aware, as we all should be, 

that to continue to conserve, preserve, and present the Lewis and Clark Story we must stabilize our membership 

base and continually look to attract new members who will continue our work into the future. There are two things 

that each of us can do now to help make this happen. 

 First, each Chapter member who is not currently also a LCTHF member should join the LCTHF now. You can join 

by going to the LCTHF website at lewisandclark.org and select ñJoinò on the menu bar at the top of the page. It is 

easy. Do it today. You will be supporting your Chapter, your Foundation, and the Lewis and Clark story. 

Second, each ORC member should Gift a LCTHF Membership to an individual you know who would be interested in 

becoming a part of this fascinating Lewis and Clark Story. This can also be done online at lewisandclark.org by 

selecting ñJoin/Donateò from the menu bar, then select ñDonateò, then select ñPurchase a Gift Membership for 

Someoneò. Neither you nor your gifted friend will be sorry. And one more thing, there is not a limit on the number of 

Gift Memberships you can give. 

I really want each Chapter member to help in any way you can with recruiting and retaining new members. It is the 

lifeblood of our Chapter and of the Foundation. Letôs do it together. 

Submitted by Chuck Crase, President, ORC       

http://www.lewisandclark.org/


                                                                  
Secretaryôs Report 

Ohio River Chapter 

July 25, 2017 
Billings, Montana 

 
Opening: 
 
The summer meeting of the Ohio River Chapter was called to order by President Chuck Crase.  Due to the small 
number of members in attendance, it was decided to dispense with the formal order of business. 
 
Vice President Report: 
 
Jerry Wilson reported on future meeting of the Ohio River Chapter.   
 
Fall Meeting--Saturday, October 28 and will center around the Revolutionary War Living History event at Locust 
Grove.  The Foundation Board of Directors meeting will be held Thursday and Friday of that week (October 26-27).  
The Indiana Lewis and Clark Foundation has invited the board to an open house at the Falls of the Ohio Interpretive 
Center on Thursday evening.  Our chapter will also be invited to this event.   
The Ohio River Chapter will also be invited to Indiana University South East for a program on Friday. 
More information on these activities will be emailed to chapter members at a later time. 

 
Spring 2018 meeting--Part II Lewis off the River.  This meeting will begin in the area where Lewis off the 
River Part I ended (at the Indiana -Ohio state border and progress down river).  More information to follow 
at a later time.  
 
Summer 2018 meeting--Part III Lewis off the River.   
 
Fall 2018 meetingðAstoria, Oregon 

 
Committee Reports: 
 
Janice Wilson reported on the Wellness Challenge.  There were 11 teams finishing the program for 2016-2017.   Our 
chapter's team, The Ohio River Mile Trackers, finished in third place.  Positive comments were received on this 
year's program from participants, with many indicating they would like to participate again when the program starts in 
September.   
 
New Business: 
 
Chuck informed everyone that the chapter had been asked if anyone was interested in working on the Foundation's 
oral history project.  A discussion was held as to what this would entail.  An email will be sent out to chapter members 
to determine who might be interested.  If there is interest, this would be a topic for the fall meeting.   
 
Announcements: 
 
Chuck announced that the Ohio River Chapter will be represented at the Inland Waterways Festival in Marietta, Ohio 
on August 5-6, 2017. 
 
The Ohio River Chapter will also be represented at the Fort Masaac Encampment on October 21-22, 2017.   
 
Members were reminded of the notice sent out of the passing of Father Gavin.  The chapter will continue sending a 



                                                                  
hard copy of the newsletter for the remainder of this year.  After that, an email copy will be sent.  A moment of silence 
was observed in honor of Father Gavin. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Wilson 
Secretary 

 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

From the Journals 

 

                                                                                                                                   11th September  

      Set out about sunrise, passed Sunfish creek 1 mile &c &c    entered the long reach, so called from the Ohio 

running in strait direction for 18 miles    in this reach there are 5 Islands from three to 2 miles in length eachð  

observed a number of squirrels swiming the Ohio and universally passing from the W. to the East shore    they 

appear to be making to the south; perhaps it may be mast or food which they are in serch of but I should reather 

suppose that it is climate which is their object as I find no difference in the quantity of mast on both sides of this river 

it being abundant on both except the beach nut which appears extreemly scarce this season, the walnuts and 

Hickory nuts the usual food of the squirrell appears in great abundance on either side of the riverð  I made my dog 

take as many each day as I had occation for, they wer fat and I thought them when fryed a pleasent foodð    many 

of these squirrils wer black,  they swim very light on the water and make pretty good speedð my dog was of the 

newfoundland breed very active strong and docile, he would take the squirel in the water kill them and swiming bring 

them in his mouth to the boat. we lay this night below the fifth Island in the long reach on the E. side of the river 

having come 26 miles  

From ñthe Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expeditionò by Gary E. Moulton/University of Nebraska Press 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

 

 

49
th
 LCTHF ANNUAL MEETING 

 

At the 48th annual meeting at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, Meriwether Lewis received due honors for his journey 
preparations.  At the 49th annual meeting at Billings, Montana William Clark received due honors for his Yellowstone 
River legacy.  The annual meeting was held July 23-26, 2017 and was hosted by the Rochejhone Chapter.  The 
meeting's activities centered around three major events that took place on or near the Yellowstone River. 
 
The first event centered around the Clark Canoe site near Park City, Montana (about 30 miles up river from Billings).  
Those involved in this field trip were first bused to a launch site on the Yellowstone.  From that point we were guided 
via raft (a float trip on the Yellowstone, how great was that!) to the island where the archaeological dig took place.  
We then hiked to the actual location and shown where artifacts were found.  We were all convinced we were walking 

in their footsteps. 
 
The second event centered around the Horse Crossing site just south of Billings.  Although we could not visit the 
exact site, we were close enough to get a good understanding of what took place.  We were then allowed to walk to 
the river, but again not able to view the exact site.   Plans are in the works to convert the area into a park with hiking 
trails and interpretive signs.  So, just maybe a future visit the actual site can better be seen. 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Sunfish%20Creek
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Ohio%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Ohio%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Seaman


                                                                  
 
The third event centered around Pompeys Pillar east of Billings.  This was mostly a day long field trip with the 
highlight being the viewing of William Clark's signature.  Also, who could resist climbing all the way to the top just as 
some members of the exploration.  The monument also has an outstanding visitors center, and on that particular day, 
we were provided with several living history programs.  That was my first time ever, and probably the last, seeing the 
skinning of a beaver. 
 
In addition the above mentioned field trips we were also treated to talks by local Clark experts and Native experts.  
Overall, a very fine meeting.  Our foundation annual meetings are always very well planned, and it is always a thrill to 
visit Lewis and Clark sites to learn even more about the Corps of Discovery 
 

Submitted by Jerry Wilson 

 

 

Float trip to Canoe Site                                                        Hiking to the dig                                                                                                             

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horse Crossing 

 

 



                                                                  
 

CHIEF MOUNTAIN

 

After the Billings Annual Meeting, Alice and I toured Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park in Northwest

Montana and across the border in Alberta, Canada. As we were driving north, we noticed an unusual mountain in the 

far distance that kept coming into view as we drove along. This mountain was very high, had a broad base, was void 

of vegetation, barren appearing, and with a very tall conical crown. It was visible all the way to our destination in 

Canada. The locals informed us that it was called Chief Mountain. Most of the mountain lies in Glacier National Park, 

established in 1910, but the eastern slopes lie within the Blackfoot Indian Reservation. 

Meriwether Lewis also took note of this mountain as the Corps of Discovery neared the mouth of the Marias River. 

His Moulton Journals entry of June 5, 1805 reads, ñI discovered a lofty single mountain which appeared to be at a 

great distance, perhaps 80 or more miles  it boar N. 52 W. from itôs conic figure I call it tower Mountainò. Lewis also 

mentions ñTower Mountainò in his July 18 & 19, 1806 journal entries when his party is exploring the origin of the 

Marias River. I can certainly see why he was so stricken by the site of the mountain, as it is visible for miles and 

miles to the east and north. Unfortunately, the mountains of Glacier Park block the view from the south and the west.  

Submitted by Chuck Crase 

 

 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************************************** 

PRONGHORN 

As Alice and I were exploring the Yellowstone River Valley near Livingston along the West Boulder River in the 

Absaroka Mountains, we came across an amazing site. We saw our first two pronghorns on a distant hill side calmly 

grazing. We watched for a bit then eased on down the grave road. We then came upon a herd of pronghorns grazing 

in the distance. I quickly counted to about two dozen, noting a dominate male, and three calves. I then grabbed my 

camera and started shooting pictures. With the clicking sound of the camera, they all stopped grazing and looked at 

me. They studied me for a few minutes then continue grazing. Shortly the male alerted the herd to danger, and over 



                                                                  
the hilltop they went. We drove along slowly and saw another dozen. They also moved out of sight quickly. 

Pronghorns tend to keep their distance and move away quickly if approached, making photograph very difficult. 

 The Corps saw their first pronghorn on September 3, 1804 in Nebraska near the Niobrara River. Clark writes 

in the Moulton Journals that date: ñSeveral wild Goats Seen in the Plains they are wild & fleet Elk & Buffalow is very 

plenty,ò. Clark then describes the pronghorn in detail in the Journals on September 14, 1804 (the first scientific 

description of the pronghorn); ñ I walked on Shore with a view to find an old Volcano Said to be in this neghbourhood 

by Mr. McKey    I was Some distance out    Could not See any Signs of a Volcanoe, I killed a Goat,  which is peculier 

to this Countrey about the hite of a Grown Deer Shorter, its horns Coms out immediately abov its eyes    broad 1 

Short prong the other arched & Soft    the color is a light gray with black behind its ears, white round its neck, no 

beard, his Sides & belly white, and around its taile which is Small & white and Down its hams, actively made    his 

brains on the back of its head, his noisterals large, his eyes like a Sheep    only 2 hoofs on each foot no a[n]telrs 

(more like the antelope or gazella of Africa than any other Specis of Goat).ò  
Submitted by Chuck Crase 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Mackay%2C%20James


                                                                  
 
 
 
 

The Lewis and Clark 
    Bicentennial Commemoration: 

An Educational Outreach That Spanned the Nation 
Submitted b by Ken Jutzi 

 

After much careful thought and planning, the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation (LCTHF), in 1993, succeeded in the establishment of a National Council 
for the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.  This Council, a standalone 501c(3) non-profit 
entity, was formed to promote and facilitate a nation-wide commemoration of the 
200th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark Expedition during the years 2003-2006. 

As part of the National Council's efforts to enhance planning and coordination 
among all of the states and Native American communities along the Trail, the 
Council facilitated the creation of a bicameral Lewis and Clark Bicentennial 
Congressional Caucusi, a Circle of Tribal Advisors (COTA) and a Circle of State 
Advisors (COSA).   

These coordinating groups had trail-wide representation and were key resources for 
the National Council in gathering critical input and guidance for their Bicentennial 
planning and decision making.  The Circle of Tribal Advisors was made up of 
representatives from the tribal communities through whose homelands the 
Expedition traveled.  The Circle of State Advisors was made up of Trail state coordinators whose responsibilities 
were to coordinate Bicentennial activities and events taking place within their states.ii, iii 

Successful execution of the Bicentennial Commemoration resulted from an unprecedented nation-wide network of 
partnerships among Federal and State agencies, Tribal and non-Tribal communities, and private entities along the 
Trail.  The Commemoration was organized around fifteen national Signature Events that involved thirteen states 
(Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Missouri, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, 
Washington, and Oregon).iv 

Educational outreach was the principal focus.  This objective was realized through the use of living history 
reenactments and demonstrations, documentary films, presentations, and story telling that brought history alive in 
peopleôs back yards all along the Trail.  These activities were facilitated, in large part, by three key entities:  the 
National Park Serviceôs (NPSôs) Corps II traveling education center with its ñTent of Many Voicesò; a dedicated 
volunteer group of re-enactors know as the Discovery Expedition of St. Charles (DESC); and the U.S. Army via its 
Corps of Engineers and National Guard Bureau components. 

The Corps of Discovery II:  200 Years to the Futurev 

The Corps of Discovery II began itôs journey in January 2003 at Monticello.  It was a traveling education center that 
recreated the epic journey and served as a unifying component for the Bicentennial Commemoration.  Over a four 
year period it visited eighteen states and the District of Columbia.  It made stops in large urban areas, American 
Indian reservations and in small towns along the Trail and later traveled to areas off the Trail from Florida to Texas 
and from Minnesota to California. 

The traveling education center included two interpretive tents with displays and a performance tent know as the 
ñTent of Many Voicesò - a 150-seat auditorium with space for demonstrations, lectures, cultural presentations and 
audiovisual shows.  Presentations reflected a spectrum of nature, culture, and history and were accomplished via 
partnerships with American Indian tribes; State governments; Federal, State, and local agencies; and the private 
sector. 

Corps II  Traveling Education Center 
at Pompeyôs Pillar  during 

the ñClark on the Yellowstoneò 
Signature Event. 



                                                                  
Two especially important exhibit/presentation themes were cultural exploration and changes that have occurred to 
the landscape and cultures of American Indian tribes as settlement of the American West occurred along the Lewis 
and Clark Trail. 

Discovery Expedition of St. Charlesvi 

 

The Discovery Expedition of St. Charles (DESC), a diverse group of three hundred volunteer living history re-
enactors from across the country, successfully planned and executed the greatest living history project in American 
history.  Using full scale replicas of the Expeditionôs keelboat and pirogues and authentic period tools, equipment and 
attire, the DESC re-enacted the Expeditionôs epic journey.  Keeping to the Expedition's schedule as much as was 
practical, 200 years later to the day, the DESC traveled 8,000 miles by boat, horseback, dugout canoe and by foot, 
and participated in four hundred community events over about a  four year period.  Each of their encampments 
provided living history reenactments, demonstrations, and story telling at each of the Signature Events and in 
hundreds of local communities, large and small, along the Trail.  

Army Corps of Engineers and National Guard Bureau 

The NPSôs Corps II and the DESC were successful due to teamwork and the partnerships they formed with many 
Federal and State agencies and local communities.  Two key partners were the U.S. Armyôs Corps of Engineers and 
National Guard Bureau who provided critical logistical support all along the Trail.  Two examples include setup and 
teardown support to the Corps II traveling education center and lock and dam transit assistance to the DESC.  The 
National Guard Bureau units worked so closely with the DESC that DESC members came to view them as their 
brothers and sisters and members of their DESC family. 

In addition to this logistical support, the Corps of Engineers and the National Guard Bureau also conducted their own 
educational outreach programs via living history demonstrations, film production (such as the documentary film 
Confluence of Time and Courage), and  The Army Then and Now program.  All of these programs reinforced the fact 
that Lewis and Clark were Army officers and the Corps of Discovery was a military unit. 

1. The Lewis and Clark Congressional Caucus consisted of both House and Senate representatives from each 
of the eleven ñTrail States,ò Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Montana. Idaho, Oregon and Washington 

2. Journal of the Montana Bicentennial Commission, Issue No. 2 Vol. 3, December 2000 

3. To learn more about these Tribal Communities, their involvement during the Bicentennial and the legacies 
stemming from that involvement, visit the LCTHFôs website at www.lewisandclark.org   (What 
Do/Partnerships//Tribal Legacies.)   Also see ñEnough Good People,ò an outstanding publication produced by 
the COTA.  A copy may be viewed and downloaded from the COTA page of the LCTHFôs website.  To learn 
more about Tribal related Bicentennial legacies, visit the excellent website developed by the National Park 
Service.  It contains numerous archival multimedia records of Native American presentations that were made 
in the ñTent of Many Voicesò of the Corps 11.  It is located at www.lc.triballegacy.org   It may also be 
accessed from the Tribal Legacies page of the LCTHFôs website. 

4. For further details associated with each of these fine Signature Events, please visit 
http//www.ngs.noaa.gov/LewisAndClark/ 

5. For more information on Corps 11, visit the NPSôs website at 
http//www.nps.gov/NR/travel/lewisandclark/trailtoday   

6. ñExpedition of Discovery, A Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Celebration, 2003-2006.ò  (DVD) 
Prestholdt Images 2008. 

 

 

http://www.lewisandclark.org/
http://www.lc.triballegacy.org/


                                                                  
 
 
 
 

Report from Marietta 
 

On August 5th & 6th, 2017, the Marietta Ohio River Museum was host to the 2017 Inland Waterways Festival.  On 
Saturday the weather could not have been more perfect, as the many who attended the Festival would attest.  
Sunday was a different story however.  The sky was overcast, with a few brief showers.  This did not deter the public 
from once again turning out to view the many exhibits. 
The ORC was represented at the Festival by Richard and Sandy Hennings.  Many visitors stopped by the displays 
and showed much interest in the story of Lewis and Clark.  Several folks took the membership packets, and 
hopefully the Chapter will gain new members.  Dennis Cavalier and Terry Joy became the ORCôs newest members.  
Thanks, and welcome to the ORC. 
The help provided by the staff and volunteers was 
unbelievable.  They could not have been more 
helpful with the setting up of the five display 
tables. THANK YOU. 
With the interest in Lewis and Clark displayed 
during the Festival, it might be appropriate for the 
ORC to be part of this event in the future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                  
Sgt. Charles Floyd Days 

 

Captain William Clark writes on August 20, 1804 as recorded in the Moulton Journalsòwe Came to [to] make a warm 

bath for Sergt. Floyd hopeing it would brace him a little, before we could get him in to this bath he expired, with a 

great deel of composure, haveing Said to me before his death that he was going away and wished me to write a 

letterð     we ộtookỚ Buried him to the top of a high round hill over looking the river & Countrey for a great 

distance    Situated just below a Small river without a name to which we name & call Floyds river, the Bluffs 

Sergts. Floyds Bluffð    we buried him with all the honors of War, and fixed a Ceeder post at his head with his name 

title & Day of the month and year    Capt Lewis read the funeral Service over him    after paying everry respect to the 

Body of this desceased man (who had at All times given us proofs of his impatiality Sincurity to ourselves and good 

will to Serve his Countrey)    we returned to the Boat & proceeded to the Mouth of the little river 30 yd. wide & 

Campedò 

The Fifth Annual Sgt. Charles Floyd Day was commemorated on Sunday August 20, 2017 at Locust Grove. The 

inaugural event in 2013 was the result of the inspiration, enthusiasm and undaunted courage of then 11 year old 

Mary Ellen McKenzie. Mary Ellen, with the support and help of her family, approached the Kentucky General 

Assembly to proclaim Sgt. Charles Floyd Day on the anniversary of his death.  They were successful.

Jim Mallory, Hasan Davis and Bud Clark were the program presenters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Floyd%2C%20Charles
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Floyd%20River
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?places=Floyd%27s%20Bluff
https://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/search?people=Lewis%2C%20Meriwether

