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Inside this issue: 

Bill Stevens, President of the 
EOTP, on a recent Chapter ex-
cursion to Fort Manuel Lisa, near 
Kenel, South Dakota.   

Profiling EOTP Chapter President, 
our own Bill Stevens. 
In this issue, we profile Bill Stevens, Encounters On The Prairie 
Chapter President.  Not one to take life too seriously, nor too lightly, 
Bill has a deep appreciation for the saga of Lewis & Clark.  He is 
well known for his  Missouri River Tours and encyclopedic know-
ledge of local area history. Come see about Bill on page 6. 

Wendt recognized by Governor 
Early last May, Jeff Mammenga, Awards Coordinator at the 
South Dakota State Historical Society, announced that Lonis 
Wendt had been chosen to receive the 2011 Individual winner of 
the Governor’ Award for History.  Fellow South Dakota history 
buffs, and we here at The Pirogue, are proud of our ‘Encounters 
On The Prairie’ Chapter Historian!  See page 3. 

Road Trip to Mt. Rushmore 
Planned for September. 
The Road Trip to Mt. Rushmore and Visit with a Stone-Faced 
Thomas Jefferson has been scheduled for mid-September.  
Make plans now to participate is this unique EOTP sponsored 
event, a one-day caravan to and from Mt. Rushmore, with a spe-
cial program at Mt. Rushmore, just for us!  See page 7. 

EOTP Visits Fort Manuel Lisa 
In remote northern South Dakota, where the prairie stretches 
from horizon to horizon, near Kenel, is the site of ‘Fort Manuel’.  
Established as a fur trading post in 1811, 5 years after Lewis & 
Clark’s return voyage from the Pacific northwest, the fort is sig-
nificant to the saga of the Corps of Discovery because it is be-
lieved to be where Sacagawea died at age 25 shortly after giving 
birth to a daughter.  A group of EOTP members recently visited 
Fort Manuel and other historical sites in the area.  Read more on 
page 4. 
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It's SUMMER 2011!  After a most pleasant Spring, our 
Summer here in Central South Dakota along the Mis-
souri River and its historical flooding has made surviv-

ing the Summer a real chal-
lenge!  During this big Missouri 
River flooding, we have much 
less access to the Missouri 
River below Oahe Dam so we 
are concentrating our activities 
above the Oahe Dam.  Despite 
this limited access to some of 
the normal Lewis & Clark sites, 
we have organized some excel-
lent encounters and gatherings 
'On the Missouri River, Along 

the Lewis and Clark Trail in Cen-
tral South Dakota! 

At the Foundation level, your LCTHF board of direc-
tors have been dealing with some difficult issues in-
cluding the continuing controversy over moving the 
LCTHF headquarters out of Great Falls and this ques-
tion will be a big part of our LCTHF Board Meeting in 
Omaha on Friday, July 29th. On the agenda is the 
election by the Board of Directors for their Executive 
Committee members.  Since our Spring Pirogue issue, 
our North Dakota friend Clay Jenkinson, has removed 
himself for consideration as the new editor of the 
LCTHF quarterly publication, ‘We Proceeded On’, so 
that national search has begun. Also, our Executive 
Director for the past 18 months resigned. 

We have completed our Foundation-wide election of At 
Large Board Member positions with the unofficial re-
sults showing that our EOTP Chapter friend Ken Jutzi 
from California was re-elected to a full 3 year term, and 
our friends, both Past Presidents of the LCTHF, Barb 
Kubick of Washington State, and Ron Laycock of Min-
nesota were each elected to 3 year terms. 

There are some recent substantial improvements in 
the LCTHF's Management Information System to again 
have effective contacts with our membership, and work 
is near completion with re-activating our LCTHF web-
site.  Both of these technical achievements are chiefly 
due to the capable work of Board Member and MIS 
and Website Committee Chairman Ken Jutzi.  He has 
designed these technical things so that even I can 
work with them! 

After our recent and most successful EOTP one-day 
road trip to Fort Manuel Lisa near Kenel, SD our visits 
to the Sacagawea and Sitting Bull Monuments across 
the Missouri River from Mobridge, and the "Three 
Stone Idols" near Pollock, we are looking forward to 
participating actively in the commemoration of the 

200th anniversary of the death of Sacagawea while at 
Fort Manuel Lisa near present day Kenel, SD on Decem-
ber 20th, 1812. 

There are some exciting EOTP Lewis & Clark 
‘encounters’ coming up this Summer and Fall!  See page 
7 of this newsletter for details.  These encounters include 
two Road trips in September, the first will be on Septem-
ber 10th for our "EOTP Road Trip to Mt. Rushmore:  
Our Visit With a Stone Faced Thomas Jefferson" (see 
details on page 7), with Jay D. Vogt, Director of the South 
Dakota State Historical Society (SDSHS), presenting, 
‘Mount Rushmore: The Back Story’, where he will discuss 
the original sculpture concepts; and the second encoun-
ters will be our annual Walk the Narrows of the Big Bend 
with our friend Sheldon Fletcher as our guide and tribal 
host. 

Our EOTP Chapter will have a very good delegation of 
about 15 members at the 43rd Annual LCTHF Meeting in 
Omaha, July 31 through August 3, 2011. We are creating 
a EOTP Chapter information booth showcasing our Sum-
mer Issue of the Pirogue newsletter, and multiple litera-
ture pieces promoting Lewis & Clark travel in South Da-
koa which we have collected from our friends at the Great 
lakes of SD, the SD Tourism, the Fort Pierre Develop-
ment Office and the Pierre Area Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as promoting the sale of Lewis & Clark 
Pierre and Fort Pierre Bicentennial banners. 

I would like to share with you that instead of the antici-
pated birth on June 10th ... DeeAnn's and my grand-
daughter, Evelyn Ann Gibson was born one month early 
on May 10th to our daughter Melissa and her husband 
Scott Gibson which has given us reason for multiple road 
trips to Sioux Falls to spend joyous times with Evelyn and 
her Folks.  We are thankful that Evelyn Ann is such a 
healthy and beautiful little baby girl who has brought great 
happiness to our family.  

Join Us ‘On the Missouri River, On the Lewis & Clark 
Trail’ Bill Stevens, EOTP Chapter President and LCTHF 
Board Member, bill.steven@eotp.net.  

Bill Stevens 

Summer Message from Bill Stevens, EOTP President 



The Pirogue 
Encounters On The Prairie Newsletter 

Page 3 
Volume 3, Issue 1 

May 4, 2011 - Pierre, SD; At the 2011 Annual Governor’s 
Awards for History Luncheon, our own historian for the Encoun-
ters On The Prairie Chapter of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation, Lonis Wendt, received this year’s Governor’s 
’Individual’ Award for History. 

 
The Governor’s Individual Award signifies recognition of the 
contributions of an otherwise non-sponsored  individual, some-
one who is driven to pursue his or her interest for no other com-
pensation than the satisfaction of knowing they are doing some-
thing worthwhile and important.  Lonis Wendt is one such indi-
vidual. 
 

Many of you know Lonis as being actively involved in local and 
regional events that commemorate historical events important 
to the area.  He is often called upon to participate in activities 
for schools and other civic groups throughout the year and 
never fails to impress with his programs.  So it’s no coincidence 
that Lonis also happens to be the Encounters On The Prairie 
Chapter Historian.  

A native of Vivian South Dakota, Lonis has spent more than fifty 
years preserving and bringing to life important segments of 
South Dakota history including the history of the Lewis and 
Clark Trail, the Fort Pierre to Deadwood Trail, the Fort Bennett 
Trail and his own home town of Vivian. 

Wendt has always had an interest in history.  Beginning in the 
1960s, Wendt began seriously studying the history of his be-
loved state and making notes on a portable manual typewriter.  
Recognizing the importance of capturing the oral histories of 

older generations, he soon began recording stories and 
events of historic significance first with reel to reel tapes, and 
now with more current technologies; GPS devices, digital 
flash drives and his laptop computer.   Once he retired from 
his career of forty-plus years as a rural mail carrier, his inter-
est became his passion. 

Wendt is a 2002 charter member of Encounters on the Prai-
rie (EOTP) and served on its Board of Directors in 2003.  He 
and his wife, Lois, have traveled nearly the entire length of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail. During the Bicentennial obser-
vance of the Corps of Discovery Expedition in 2004 to 2006, 
he presented many programs in many venues about Cap-
tains Lewis and Clark and the Expedition and he shared his 
hand-drawn trail maps with the public by having them dis-
played at Rawlins Library in Pierre. His contributions enabled 
more people to learn about the Corps of Discovery Expedi-
tion and its importance in South Dakota history. 

Wendt often shares what the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
was doing on a particular date in history at EOTP gatherings.  
In 2003 he began presenting at the Lewis and Clark Christ-
mas gatherings that have become a popular tradition with 
area Lewis and Clark history buffs. At these gatherings, he 
tells about where the Expedition was and how various Expe-
dition members spent that year’s Christmas and he always 

finds new ways to bring this ongoing saga to life. For exam-
ple, on a recent Christmas gathering, Wendt asked some of 
those attending the gathering to portray a specific member of 
the Expedition by reading information he had prepared about 
how that person spent Christmas. Through his accounts. 
Lonis’ audiences have been transported back to Christmas 
with the Corps in a cold Fort Mandan, a wet Fort Clatsop, a 
noisy Saint Louis tavern and, most recently, in William 
Clark’s gracious Saint Louis home. 

You’ll get a chance to learn more about Lonis and his pas-
sion for History in Part 2 of his profile in the Winter issue of 
The Pirogue. (Thanks to Beverly Lewis for her contribution to 

Lonis Wendt at the Pierre Discovery Center talks with kids 
from Mission, SD, about Lewis & Clark.  For some of them, 
presentations by Lonis, quite often is their first exposure to 
this part of American history. 

Lonis Wendt, center-front, holding the Governors History Award 
with friends and fellow EOTP Chapter members.  Seated left to 
right: Bill Stevens, Kristie Maher, Beverly Lewis, Lonis Wendt, 
Lois Wendt, Gayle Simmons, Jerry Simmons.  Standing: Bob Iver-
son, Jay D. Vogt, Joyce Tidball, Sam Tidball, Paul Seamans, Rich 
Phillips, George Dummann, Virginia Hansen, Chuck Schroyer, 
Brad Tennant, Lynne Avilla, Rich Avilla, Jen Hanna, Linda Sand-
ness, Ann Gormley, Darby Nutter. (Photo by Jeff Mammenga, 
South Dakota State Historical Society)  

Lonis Wendt wins Governors Award for History 



EOTP Visits Fort Manuel Lisa and other north state sites 
 

If you travel north from Mobridge, South Dakota about 25 miles and carefully follow the directions, you will find yourself on a 
grassy plain overlooking the Missouri River near Kenel, SD, and almost as alone as one can get in South Dakota.  Over-
looking that trivial detail, you will be at the location of the original Fort Manuel Lisa, established by the man who named it 
after himself in partnership with the Missouri Fur Company.  Lewis & Clark had already returned from their expedition by the 
time the fort was built in 1811, but it remains significant in the saga of the Corps of Discovery because it is said to be the 
place where the only woman member of the expedition, Sacagawea, died.  However, as with much of our early history, 
there is another, conflicting account indicating she died at a much older age and is buried on the Wind River Indian Reser-
vation in Wyoming.  The following is from an interpretive sign at the present day site of Fort Manuel. 
  

“Sunday, December 20, 1812 - clear and moderate day our hunters say.  Rees went out and killed 20 Cows head 
and foot was received them Evening, purchased a find Dog of the Chayennes, this evening the wife of Charbon-
neau a Snake Squaw, died of a putrid fever, she was a good and the best Women in the fort, aged about 25 years 
she left a fine infant girl.” - John Luttig,- Clerk, Missouri Fur Company, Fort Manuel. 
 
The baby girl, Lisette, was brought down to St. Louis by Manuel Lisa’s men as they retreated back to St. Louis 
after Fort Manuel was attacked by Indian allies of the British during the War of 1812.  In the fall of 2007, the earli-
est probate court records of St. Louis were discovered in an old safe at the courthouse containing guardianship 
proceedings regarding Sakakawea’s children.  A record of  an Orphans Court hearing illustrates William Clark’s 
name substituting the name of the original guardian, Missouri Fur Company Clerk, John Luttig. 
 
The record reads, “The court appoints William Clark Guardian to the infant children of Toussant Charbonneau, 
deceased, to wit, Toussant Charbonneau, a boy (Jean Baptiste) about the age of ten years old and Lisette Char-
bonneau, a girl about one year old. - Orphans Court record, St. Louis, August 11, 1813.” 

 
In mid-July, members of the Encounters On the Prairie Chapter of the LCTHF, ventured north from Pierre, enduring 100 
degree heat and high humidity, to visit present day Fort Manuel.  The caravan troupe also visited the present day burial site 
of Sioux Chief Sitting Bull, the near-by Sacagawea Monument, and ’Stone Idol Creek’, near Pollock, SD, where Lewis & 
Clark, themselves, visited after hearing the three stone idols found there were part of an old Aricara Indian legend, whereby 
a young Indian boy and girl, who were forbidden to marry had run away from their village, along with their dog, and at this 
spot, all three turned to stone. (Thanks to Dr. Brad Tennant, History Professor at Presentation College, Aberdeen, SD, for 
his help on this article.— Ed.) 
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Except for a nearby working ranch, the area where Fort Manuel Lisa is situated, is very much as it was 200 years ago, sur-
rounded by the prairie.  The stockade walls would have all been standing, there would no wild grasses growing within the com-
pound, and very likely there would be smoke and the smells of cooking fires in the air.  It was here, on a cold December eve-
ning, that Sacagawea is said to have died after giving birth to a daughter, Lisette Charbonneau. 
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This would have been the fort’s main building where the 
company men probably worked, ate, and slept.  The recon-
struction served as the museum and visitor center. 

Even the re-constructed Fort Manuel Lisa is showing signs of ne-
glect, with much of the stockade wall having collapsed in recent 
years. 

Special thanks to Yvonne Haefner and Dorinda Daniel for their 
programs at the fort.  Each read from published works describing 
the life and times of Fort Manuel Lisa. 

EOTP Investigates Connection Between Fort and Lewis & Clark 

Members of the Road Trip express their appreciation for the 
spirit of the early American pioneers who lived and thrived 
in this area over 200 years ago… with no ice-water or SUV’s! 

The monument to Sacagawea is about 1/4 mile from the final 
resting place of the Sioux Chief Sitting Bull, although, her own 
burial site is unknown. 

The legend of the three stone idols brought Lewis & Clark to investi-
gate this site, near present day Pollock, SD.  According to Aricara 
legend, a young man and the girl he was forbidden to marry, and their 
dog turned to stone here, after running away from their village. 
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‘Video Bill’ Stevens, EOTP Chapter President 

On any given day, you will find ‘Video Bill’ doing what his 
moniker implies, either shooting video or editing video and 
putting it onto shiny round silica-based discs, from several to 
several dozen.  Whether for a wedding or a funeral, a local 
Pierre Players stage production at the Grand Opera House in 
downtown Pierre, a legal deposition, or for coverage of river 
flood damage, Bill is usually behind one of is cameras, re-
cording it, either for the sake of love, sentiment, evidence, or 
just plain posterity.  Bill enjoys his work and puts everything 
he has into it. 
 
But ‘video’ does not fully define Bill.  He might as easily be 
known as ‘Prairie Bill’,  or ‘Missouri River Bill’, or even 
‘Deadwood Bill’ for his expansive knowledge and stories of 
the Missouri River and of South Dakota.  More recently, how-
ever, he has proudly come to be known as ‘Grandpa Bill’, 
having been blessed in June with the birth of Evelyn, his first 
grandchild, born to daughter, Melissa, for which he and his 
wife, DeeAnn, deserve a hearty congratulations! 
 
But even this does not fully define Bill Stevens.  For in addi-
tion to videographer, tour guide, and grandparent, Bill is very 
much involved as one of the keepers of the story and stew-
ards of the trail, as a member of, and serving on the board of 
directors for the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
as well as serving as President of the Pierre and Fort Pierre 
based ‘Encounters On The Prairie’, Central South Dakota 
Chapter of the LCTHF.  And with all due regard to the other 
endeavors which occupy his time, it is these latter identified 
activities for which Bill is featured as this issue’s Personality 
Profile! 
 

On a recent evening at his home, after having coffee and 
generous servings of DeeAnn’s peach pie, we retired to his 
studio and chatted about the when, where, and the why of 
how Lewis & Clark had become so much a part of Bill’s life.; 
 
TP:  Bill, you’re well known for knowing something about 
everything here in South Dakota, but are particularly recog-
nized as having a  seemingly endless knowledge of local 
Lewis & Clark history.  How did this all begin for you? 
 

Bill:  I’d had some exposure to Lewis & Clark in high-school, 
and although my major at the University of South Dakota in Ver-
million, was Political Science, my minor was history, in particu-
lar, history of the American West. 

 
One day my fraternity advisor, Clyde D. Dollar, and I drove out 
in his 1956 black Porsche, ‘Spirit Mound’, just outside of Vermil-
lion, and it was probably my first real exposure to Lewis & Clark 
outside the world of Academia.  It brought back memories of my 
grandpa Bob, who lived around the Lynch area known as ‘Old 
Baldy’.  And I realized how much I had become interested this; 
Lewis and Clark.  It was from there, that I began to focus my 
studies, and experiences, to western American history, and in 
particular, Lewis & Clark. 
 
TP:  What was the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial like for you? 
Bill:  I was involved through the Pierre Chamber of Commerce 
that with state, regional, and national efforts during that time 
when we hosted the Annual Meeting here in 2001.  We had 
many groups who were eager to participate; we had educators, 
the Corp of Engineers at Lake Oahe and the Downstream,  the 
Governor’s Office of Tourism, the State Historical Society, De-
partment of Transportation, Game Fish and Parks, and others.  
We had a great collaborative effort in the Pierre/Fort Pierre area  
 
ended up with a strong core group to organize what turned out 
to be a 500+ attendance Annual Meeting; the 4th highest num-
ber ever of attendees for a Foundation Annual Meeting.  That 
would go back into the 1960’s. 
 + + + + + + 
When we had concluded our first encounter, it was apparent 
that we had discussed more stories and relevant issues than we 
had allowed space for in this issue, so please check back in the 
Fall issue of The pirogue, as we continue our discussion with 
Bill Stevens, President of the Encounters On The Prairie Chap-
ter.  As they say, ‘To be continued…’ 

On each tour he leads, Bill engages passengers of all ages, 
especially kids, and is often pleasantly surprised at how 
much these kids know about their environment. 

Twice elected to the LCTHF Board of Directors, Bill is one of only 
4 board members who is also a Chapter President.  Here, Bill 
participates in the 2010 October board meeting in Omaha.  
Seated left to right, fellow board members, Jim Mallory, Jerry 
Robertson, Bill Stevens, and Dr. Gary Moulton. 



 

 
Contact Bill Stevens for information about these events at: 
bill.stevens@eotp.net; (605) 280-2135; (605) 224-7521 

*********************************************************** 
43 rd Annual Meeting of the  

Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
in Omaha, Nebraska; July 31 - August 3, 2011 

With pre-meeting tours July 28 - 30, and post-meeting tours August 4, 5, and 6. 
Click here for more information! 

 

*********************************************************** 
EOTP Road Trip to Mt. Rushmore! 
A Visit With a Stone-Faced Thomas Jefferson 

September 10th, 2011 
 
 
 
 

A unique opportunity to learn many ‘behind the scenes’ stories 
about one of the Nation’s most popular attractions! 

 

*********************************************************** 
Also, plan to attend these additional encounters! 

Good times, great friends! 
♦ Wednesday, August 17th; EOTP Chapter gathering with guest speaker on L&C Corps of Discov-

ery's Sergeant John Ordway 
 
♦ Saturday, August 27th; 1806 L&C Return Voyage Commemoration on Capital City Queen Charter & 

picnic from Spring Creek Marina, on "BIG LAKE OAHE"  
 
♦ Sunday, Sept 18th; 1804 Walk the Narrows @ Lower Brule / Big Bend on Lower Brule' Reserva-

tion with our host, Sheldon Fletcher 
 
♦ Thursday, September 29th; 1804 L&C and the Brule Encounter Commemoration: Buffalo burgers & 

Brats Picnic 
 
♦ October 29th (Tentative); Annual Lewis and Clark Trading Post (Buffalo Chili & Beef Stew Din-

ner), guest speaker and Silent Auction!  
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