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President’s Note 

 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of 
our Chapter.  In 1998, Bob Gatten,  who 
had served two terms as national 
president of the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation (1994 – 96), began to 
contact national Foundation members in 
North Carolina and began discussions 
about forming a chapter.   Bob’s work led 
to meetings in early 1999 and the 
formation of the Carolina chapter in May 
of the same year.  Bob agreed to serve as 
the first president and the chapter began 
with twelve charter members, two of 
whom, Guy Benson and Marie Gay, are still 
active members. 

There have been many highlights in 
our 20-year history.  Recently, I was 
reminded of an honor received by the 
Carolina Chapter in 2010.  In that year at 
the national meeting of the Foundation 
held in Lewiston, Idaho, our chapter 
received a chapter award.  More on the 
award including the recipient narrative is 
included later in this newsletter. 

 

 
Long-time chapter member Tom 

Dillon lives in Winston-Salem with his 
wife Grace and is retired from working 
as Accent Editor of the Times News 
newspaper in Burlington, N.C.  Tom is 
an excellent writer, and some of his 
work has appeared in this newsletter 
and in the national journal We 
Proceeded On.  We are fortunate to 
have Tom’s article on Ellicott’s Rock 
on page 4 of this edition of our 
newsletter. 

The national meeting in St. Louis is 
fast approaching.  More information 
on the national meeting is included in 
this newsletter.  I hope that we have a 
good number from our chapter in 
attendance. Please let me know if you 
plan to attend and if you would be 
willing to report on the meeting in our 
December newsletter. 
 

Trent Strickland, 
President 
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FROM THE JOURNALS: 
The climb up to the Lolo Trail & Snow Camp 

September 15, 1805 
 

[Clark] 
 

We	set	out	early.				the	morning	Cloudy	and	proceeded	on	Down	the	right	Side	
of	[NB:	Koos	koos	kee	]	[2]	River	over	Steep	points	rockey	&	buschey	as	usial	for	4	
miles	to	an	old	Indian	fishing	place,	here	the	road	leaves	the	river	to	the	left	and	
assends	a	mountain	winding	in	every	direction	to	get	up	the	Steep	assents	[3]	&	to	
pass	the	emence	quantity	of	falling	timber	which	had	falling	from	dift.	causes	i	e.	
fire	 &	 wind	 and	 has	 deprived	 the	 Greater	 part	 of	 the	 Southerly	 Sides	 of	 this	
mountain	of	its	gren	timber,	4	miles	up	the	mountain	I	found	a	Spring	and	halted	
for	the	rear	to	come	up	and	to	let	our	horses	rest	&	feed,	about	2	hours	the	rear	of	
the	 party	 came	 up	much	 fatigued	&	 horses	more	 So,	 Several	 horses	 Sliped	 and	
roled	down	Steep	hills	which	hurt	them	verry	much				The	one	which	Carried	my	
desk	&	Small	trunk	Turned	over	&	roled	down	a	mountain	for	40	yards	&	lodged	
against	 a	 tree,	 broke	 the	 Desk	 the	 horse	 escaped	 and	 appeared	 but	 little	
hurt	 			Some	others	verry	much	hurt,	 from	this	point	 I	observed	a	range	of	high	
mountains	 Covered	with	Snow	 from	 S	E.	 to	 S	W	with	Their	 top	bald	 or	 void	of	
timber.	[4]				 after	 two	 hours	 delay	 we	 proceeded	 on	 up	 the	 mountain	 Steep	 &	
ruged	 as	 usial,	 more	 timber	 near	 the	 top,	 when	 we	 arrived	 at	 the	 top	 As	 we	
Conceved	we	could	find	no	water	and	Concluded	to	Camp	[5]	and	make	use	of	the	
Snow	 we	 found	 on	 the	 top	 to	 cook	 the	 remnt.	 of	 our	 Colt	 &	 make	 our	 Supe,	
evening	verry	Cold	and	Cloudy.	Two	of	our	horses	gave	out,	pore	and	 too	much	
hurt	to	proceed	on	and	left	in	the	rear—				nothing	killed	to	day	except	2	Phests.	

From	this	mountain	I	could	observe	high	ruged	mountains	in	every	direction	
as	far	as	I	could	See.				with	the	greatest	exertion	we	Could	only	make	12	miles	up	
the	mountain	and	encamped	on	the	top	of	the	mountain	near	a	Bank	of	old	Snow	
about	3	feet	deep	lying	on	the	Northern	Side	of	the	〈hills〉	mountain	and	in	Small	
banks	on	the	top	&	leavel	parts	of	the	mountain,	we	melted	the	Snow	to	drink,	and	
Cook	our	horse	flesh	to	eat.	
 

 
            



 

Chapter Award Recipient: Carolina Chapter 
The Prairie dog that met the President is a favorite and oft-told vignette of the 

Lewis and Clark story, but too often overlooked in its telling is the vital role played 
by Corporal Richard Warfington whose diligent attention to duty in command of the 
returning keelboat in the spring of 1805 laden with the first installment of the 
Expedition’s scientific discoveries, allowed the little caged rodent to be delivered 
alive and well to St. Louis and, ultimately, to Mr. Jefferson himself. 

Indeed, as the Captains’ letters and journals indicate, Warfington excelled at 
every task assigned him, with William Clark going so far as to declare that 
Warfington “acts as a Sergeant.” 

Born in Louisburg, North Carolina, in 1777, Richard Warfington was the only 
member of the Corps of Discovery from the Carolinas, and fittingly, no 
organization has done more to secure for Warfington the recognition he deserves 
than the Carolina Chapter. 

Arguably the high point of their efforts came on June 6, 2009, when, owing the 
the Carolina Chapter’s perseverance, the State of North Carolina erected a Highway 
Historical Marker in Louisburg to pay homage to the man who, in the works of the 
marker, “Led the return trip from the Mandan villages.”  Now, thanks to the efforts 
of the Carolina Chapter, hundreds if not thousands of people annually are 
reminded of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and introduced to Richard Warfington. 

The Carolina Chapter may be smaller than many, and it may not be in a Trail 
state, but it shines brightly as an outstanding example of what doggedness and 
determination can achieve.  

 
Chris Calvert      

 

Chapter History 
I	came	across	some	Carolina	Chapter	history	recently	and	thought	it	worthy	of	sharing	with	

all	members	and	believed	it	would	be	of	special	interest	to	recently	joined	members.		It	has	to	
do	with	the	one	chapter	award	that	our	chapter	has	received	from	the	national	foundation.	In	
2009	 the	Carolina	Chapter	 received	a	Chapter	Award	 for	 its	 efforts	 in	gaining	approval	 for	 a	
highway	historical	marker	that	recognized	Richard	Warfington	in	his	home	town	of	Louisburg,	
N.C.	 	The	 recipient	 narrative	was	written	 by	 Chris	 Calvert	 of	 the	National	 Capital	Chapter	 of	
Washington,	D.	C.,	and	is	reprinted	below.	

Trent Strickland 
 



  
 

Finding Ellicott’s Rock 
By Tom Dillon 

CASHIERS, N.C. -- By the standards of things like the Washington Monument and Valley Forge, 
Ellicott’s Rock is pretty small beans. There’s a pretty good chance you won’t find it at all. Indeed, 
my friend Jim Hendrix, a retired school headmaster and fly fishing guide, only found it after 
consulting several hiking guides and finally running across one with Global Positioning System 
coordinates.	

Even then, he said, it took several passes by a tree with a South Carolina geographical survey 
marker on it until he decided to descend a short rock face nearby. There, he found the monument – if 
that’s the word. 	

When he goes there, he still takes a rope and attaches it to the tree, the better to descend the short 
rock face. It’s only maybe 15 feet down to the scratched inscription that surveyor Andrew Ellicott left 
there in 1812. You could probably do it without the rope, but if it’s wet, the rock is slick. And if you 
slip, you could well wind up in some Chattooga River rapids a foot or two below the inscription.	

When Jim took me to see the inscription earlier this year, the two letters Ellicott inscribed on the 
rock – an “N” and a “G” – were legible. But moss was growing into the “G” to the extent that other 
people may have a hard time finding it. As I said, this is pretty obscure.	

The “N’ and the “G,” we should explain, stand for North Carolina and Georgia, and Ellicott’s 
Rock itself – a boulder beside the Chattooga River, of “Deliverance” Fame -- marks the spot where 
those two states and South Carolina meet. We don’t have a four-corners monument like that one out 
west. But we do have a three-corners monument, again if that’s the word. And this is it.	

This is important because Andrew Ellicott, who lived from 1754 to 1820, has been described as 
America’s premier colonial surveyor. He surveyed the boundaries of 11 states, including six of the 
original 13, and he surveyed the Mason-Dixon Line, the supposed boundary between the North and 
the South, in 1784. He also laid out the city of Erie, Pa., originally known as Presque Isle, and he 
surveyed the area designated for the national capital at Washington, D.C. 

There are several monuments to Ellicott and his work around the country, notably “Ellicott’s 
Stone,” a rock placed by a joint American and Spanish survey party in 1799. That stone is in northern 
Mobile County, Alabama, and it’s much, much easier to find than our “Ellicott’s Rock.” 	

There are also 40 stones placed by Ellicott and co-workers in the early 1790s to delineate the 100 
square miles – 10 miles by 10 miles – that Virginia and Maryland had agreed to donate for the 
national capital, now known as the District of Columbia. Amazingly enough, most of those stones are 
still there -- though Virginia later reneged and got its land back.	

And of course, there’s Ellicott City, Md., founded by Andrew’s father, Joseph. Andrew was born 
in Bucks County, Pa., but moved to what was then known as Ellicott’s Mills with the family in 1771. 

Andrew Ellicott is perhaps best known for teaching surveying and celestial navigation to 
Meriwether Lewis before the Lewis and Clark Expedition took off for the West Coast in 1804. Lewis 
spent about three weeks studying with Ellicott in Lancaster, Pa., and commented at the time that “Mr. 
Ellicott is extremely friendly and attentive.” That quote is from a timeline put together by Lewis and 
Clark scholar Lorna Hainesworth. It was in a letter Lewis wrote to Thomas Jefferson. 

The success of that lesson is perhaps shown by the fact that Lewis and William Clark’s estimates 
of the length of the Missouri River, and of their travels as a whole, were off by only about 40 miles – 
after a trip of several thousand miles.	

	
CONTINUED	ON	NEXT	PAGE	

	



   
Finding Ellicott’s Rock (continued) 

Surveying in Ellicott’s time was hard. Following the Georgia-North Carolina boundary, Ellicott’s 
team slept on the ground, even in winter. On Christmas Day of 1811, they cleared timber, according 
to a history by Nancy M. Davis of the Philadelphia Chapter, the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation.	

And they suffered from wilderness travel. “When they climbed the Chatoga mountain,” Davis 
wrote, “their clothes and skin were torn by briars until, as Ellicott says ‘the blood trickled off the 
ends of all my fingers.’”	

To top all that off, Ellicott, then 57 years old, walked almost 200 miles after the survey was 
completed to meet the governor of Georgia, his patron – who refused to pay him the agreed-upon 
amount.	

“When Ellicott’s survey determined that the state’s northern boundary had been set 18 miles too 
far to the north, the Governor and the State of Georgia only ever managed to render enough money to 
cover personal expenses, never compensating Ellicott with the contracted amount of $3,000,” Davis 
wrote. It was not the first time that kind of thing happened to the surveyor.	

Our own trip wasn’t that bad. It’s a seven-mile round trip hike from the trailhead off Bull Pen 
Road, south of Cashiers, N.C., to Ellicott’s Rock. The trail rises to a ridge and follows it for some 
time before descending to the Chattooga River via a series of steep switchbacks. It’s a nice walk; 
Allen de Hart, in his “North Carolina Hiking Trails” guidebook, rates it “moderate.”	

But once at the river, there’s little sign of trail maintenance in the last 100 yards or so; trees are 
down, and you’ll fare better without your backpack. Indeed, we dropped ours at a picnic spot beside 
the river and clamored our way to the site of the rock descent.	

We found Ellicott’s Rock, thanks to Jim Hendrix, but we’re still looking for the nearby 
“Commissioners Rock,” which a later survey identified as the actual corner. Take your choice as to 
which is right. Commissioners Rock is supposed to have chiseled into it, “LAT 35 AD 1813 NC+ 
SC.” But the day we were there, it must have been in the river. Jim says he’s going back when the 
river is down.	

And it’s a good trip to take, both for history buffs and geographers. Not that many people today 
are familiar with Ellicott. But he was important. Davis wrote of him, “The quality of his survey work 
raised the level of American surveying and cartography. More important was the accuracy of his 
work and the integrity of his character to the formation and stability of a young, growing nation.”	

To say nothing of his penmanship. Please don’t take this as permission to go scratching your name 
into rocks and trees in the wilderness; you’re probably not that important. But Ellicott was. It’s nice 
to know he came this way.	

Tom Dillon and Jim Hendrix, the guide for this excursion, are both members of the Carolinas 
Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 

 

See the photos that accompany this article on the following 2 pages: 
 
Pictures by Laura Wilson show Jim Hendrix and his dog, Salmo, at Ellicott’s Rock, and a 
South Carolina geological marker on a tree near the rock. The picture of the inscription itself is 
from Wikipedia. It’s not that clear today. 

	
	
	



  
 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2019 ANNUAL MEETING 
THE 2019 ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE 
HELD IN ST. LOUIS.   THE DATES WILL BE 
FROM SEPTEMBER 21 THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 25. 
 
LOCATION: MISSOURI HISTORY 
MUSEUM, 5700 LINDELL BLVD., ST. 
LOUIS, MO 63112. 
 
CONFERENCE HOTEL: DRURY INN & 
SUITES FOREST PARK, 2111 SULPHUR 
AVE, ST. LOUIS, MO 63139. 
 
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 800-325-
0720. THE GROUP CODE WHEN MAKING 
RESERVATIONS IS #2312997. 
 
2020 ANNUAL MEETING  
THE 2020 ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE 
HELD IN CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA.    
 

CHAPTER DUES 
For 2019 

 
All	 chapter	 members	 are	

asked	 to	 forward	 their	 annual	
dues	 payment	 to	 Jim	Hendrix,	
our	Chapter	Treasurer,	 at	P.O.	
Box	2094,	Cashiers,	NC	28717.	
Dues	are	$10.00	for	individuals	
and	$15.00	for	families.	
Dues	 payments	 are	 VERY	

important	 to	 the	 Carolinas	
Chapter	 for	 two	 reasons.	 First	
of	 all,	 they	 serve	 to	 fund	 our	
chapter	 meetings	 and	
activities.	 Secondly,	 your	
payment	 communicates	 your	
wish	to	become	or	to	remain	a	
member	 of	 the	 Carolina	
Chapter	as	we	move	forward.	
In	 addition	 to	 the	 address	

above,	 Jim	 Hendrix	 can	 be	
reached	 by	 email	 at	
jamesphendrix@gmail.com	 or	
by	phone	at	(828)	743-9711.	

 

This newsletter was produced by the Carolina Chapter of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation. To submit or suggest articles for upcoming issues, please contact Russ Eagle at 
RussEagle@mac.com.  Digital photos for publication are welcome as well. 
 

Carolina Chapter / 306 McLean Street /Hamlet, NC  28345 

Russ Eagle:  Newsletter Editor 

THE JOURNALS OF THE 
LEWIS & CLARK 

EXPEDITION 
 

All journal entries and references in this 
newsletter are from The Journals of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. 2005. U of Nebraska Press 
/ U of Nebraska-Lincoln Libraries-Electronic Text 
Center. 5 Oct. 2005, edited by Gary Moulton.  The 
journals can be accessed online at: 
 
http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/index.html	

 


