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President’s Note 
 

Last week Clara and I returned home after 
attending the Annual Meeting of the LCTHF in 
Richland, Washington.  We’ve attended most of the 
annual meetings since we joined the Foundation in 
2000 and this one, like the others, was informative 
and fun.  On the first day during the business 
session, I shared the details of our Trail Stewardship 
Grant that we received this year and also informed 
the group of the Regional Meeting October 17-19 at 
Fort Southwest Point, Kingston, Tennessee.  

Four members of our chapter were at the Annual 
Meeting - Clara and I, and John and Mary Jackson of 
Pocahontas, Arkansas.  This small number isn’t 
surprising given the distance most of us are from 
Washington State.  But Kingston, Tennessee, is 
much closer.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
at the meeting at Fort Southwest Point. 

I am working with officials in Louisburg, N.C., 
concerning the design and placement of an 
interpretive panel that will tell the story of Richard 
Warfington and his service as a member of the 
Corps of Discovery. 

We have new members joining our chapter and 
several will be introduced to you in this newsletter.  

The November issue of We Proceeded On will 
include an article I wrote entitled “The Fort 
Southwest Point Link to the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition.”  I’ll share that article with you prior to 
the October Meeting at the Fort in Kingston. 

Please share your travel experiences on the Trail 
with other chapter members.  Russ Eagle’s excellent 
blog of his and Liz’s travels through the White Cliffs 
and Lolo Trail areas is a good example, but yours 
does not have to be as long - just share some of 
those special travel moments you have experienced 
on the Trail. 

Thank you for your encouragement and support. 
 

Trent Strickland, President 
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October Meeting: Fort Southwest Point 
The Ohio River, Carolina, and Meriwether 
Lewis Chapters are co-sponsors of the 
regional meeting to be held at Kingston, 
Tennessee, on October 17 - 19.  Chuck Crase 
of the Ohio River Chapter has planned an 
excellent program.  There’s no registration fee 
but there are charges for the catered 
meals.  Kingston is about 30 miles west of 
Knoxville and right beside I-40. Some good 
pre- and post- meeting trips are 
planned.  There are a number of motels in the 
area and Eastern Tennessee and Western 
North Carolina will be beautiful in the fall. 
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MEMBER 
NEWS 

 Welcome New Members 

Charles and Martha Oldham are natives 
of Sanford, N.C., and retired 
teachers.  Charles taught economics at 
Fayetteville Technical Community College 
and Martha was a teacher at Central 
Carolina Community College. They have 
two sons. 

 
Mary McLure makes her home in Chapel 

Hill but was  born and raised in St. Louis 
where she learned the importance of the 
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.  She has 
lived in North Carolina since 1978 and is 
presently traveling on the Trail in Montana.  

 
Jim and Jane Knox of Storrs, CT have 

spent eight summers tent camping along the 
entire L & C Trail - from Pittsburgh to the 
mouth of the Columbia.  They have also 
worked two summers with the Lolo Trail 
work crews organized by the Idaho 
Chapter.  Before retirement they were 
professors at the University of Connecticut - 
Jim in molecular biophysics and Jane in 
analytical chemistry. 

  
Blair Meredith calls Fayetteville, N.C., his 

home but travels out West much of each 
year.  A retired forester, Blair attended this 
year’s annual meeting in Richland, 
Washington, and decided to become a 
member of the Carolina Chapter.  His son, 
Wesley, is a member of the North Carolina 
House of Representatives. 
 

 

SPRING MEETING 
RECAP 

 
Our Spring Meeting was held 

on Saturday, May 10, in Sanford, 
N.C. at the Golden Corral 
Restaurant.  Thanks to Chapter 
members John Lipscomb and Dr. 
Bob Cline for making the 
arrangements for this meeting and 
for serving as hosts.   

Our chapter president, Trent 
Strickland, presented "The 
Forgotten Sergeant and the Fort  
Southwest Point Link to the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition," a preview of 
the material that Trent will share at 
the upcoming regional meeting to be 
held at Fort Southwest Point, 
Kingston, Tennessee on October 17 
– 19, 2014.   

The "Forgotten Sergeant" is, of 
course, Richard Warfington, the only 
member of the Expedition from 
North Carolina.  For more on 
Warfington see "The Corps of 
Discovery's Forgotten Sergeant" in 
the February, 2005 issue of We 
Proceeded On, available at the 
LCTHF website - lewisandclark.org .   

 



 

  
A VISIT TO CAMP RIVER DUBOIS 

Russ Eagle 

1

Okay, I admit that I missed the Lewis and 
Clark Bicentennial, the nationwide celebration 
of 2004-2006 that followed the popularity of 
Undaunted Courage and let to exponential growth 
of interpretive centers and signage and 
celebration all along the trail.  My mind was 
elsewhere in those days, I hadn’t caught the 
Corps of Discovery bug yet, and I remember 
little other than attending a disappointing 
IMAX presentation of the story while visiting 
family in Louisiana. 

A decade later, however, I was completely 
on board, and in August of 2013 I attended the 
LCTHF’s annual conference in Bismarck.  It 
was here that I met Bob Nixon, a member of 
our Carolina Chapter though a resident of 
Vermont.  Bob told me that back during the 
Bicentennial,  his wife had given him a birthday 
gift of Moulton’s 13-volume Definitive Journals of 
Lewis and Clark. For the next couple of years he 
started every day by reading the journal 
excerpt(s) for that exact date, 200 years prior.  
Sort of a daily Corps of Discovery devotional, 
as it were.  This sounded like a great idea to 
me, and since I would be coming off the Lolo 
Trail in late August almost exactly 210 years 
after Lewis’s departure from Pittsburgh with 
the keelboat.  I decided that 210 was just as 
important as 200, and that I’d replicate Bob’s 
project not only for fun but as a way of mining 
the journals to learn more about the Corps and 
its journey. 

Complications set in from the outset, as 
Lewis apparently misdated the very first entry, 
which was labeled August 30, 1803 but 
presumed by Moulton to be August 31.  Not 
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taking chances, I read it both days.  I continued 
up the Ohio with Lewis, struggling with the 
overloaded keelboat and late-in-the-season low 
water levels, finally picking up Clark in 
Kentucky and reaching St. Louis in mid-
December, 1803.  There the Corps found an 
appropriate spot on American soil in Illinois, 
built Fort River Dubois, and settled in for the 
water.  Ennui eventually set in as they waited 
five long months before heading up the 
Missouri, and similarly the journal entries, 
most by Clark by this time, became dull and 
repetitive, often only a single sentence.  Clark 
himself was ill for a large part of the winter. 

So I was looking forward to May 14, the 
date that heads the second section of the 
journals, the day the real adventure began.  
Though it was a short run up the Missouri, 
more a test of the boat and its cargo than 
anything else, it was the start of the journey.  
Lewis said as much in the journals:  “The 
mouth of the River Dubois is to be considered 
the point of departure.”  (Ironically, Lewis was 
not on board; he caught up with the Corps 
almost a week later in St. Charles, traveling 
over land from St. Louis.)  May 14 represented 
the date that the journals became exciting and 
excitable documents again, when the struggle 
up the Missouri made the men weary at night, 
when the lookouts for Indians began, when the 
hunters returned with game on some nights, 
and didn’t return at all on others.  I was as 
anxious for May 14 as the Corps must have 
been back in 1804. 

And then a wonderful coincidence 
occurred.  As lifelong Cardinal fans we 

Continued on Next Page 
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generally go to St. Louis at least every other year to watch baseball, and this year was to be both my son-
in-law’s and my granddaughter’s introduction to Cardinal baseball.  We had planned the trip and bought 
our tickets back in December, but it wasn’t until April that I realized that we’d be in St. Louis on May 14, 
exactly 210 years to the day that the Corps of Discovery pushed off .  As soon as I realized this I knew 
that I had to visit Camp River Dubois.  I had no idea what was there, if anything, but certainly this was 
an opportunity not to be missed. 

A little online research told me that there was an Interpretive Center, there was a replica of the fort, 
and there was even a full-sized replica keelboat.  And so, under a “jentle brease” we drove east from 
downtown across the river, turned north for about seven miles, and then headed back to the west for 
three miles. And there it was, seemingly in the middle of nowhere.  Near the river but not on the river.  
The staff met us at the door to tell us that heavy rains were only fifteen minutes away and that we should 
visit the fort first and then return to the interpretive center.  This we found appropriate, since Clark’s 
entry for the day begins with, “Rained the forepart of the day . . . “ 

The fort, known here as Camp River Dubois, is a full-scale replica that is based on William Clark’s 
drawings.  This replica was completed just in time for the bicentennial and is now eleven years old.  
Because it was built with authentic materials it is rotting away, and the guide informed us that as soon as 
funding is in place this replica will be destroyed and a newer and more sustainable one erected.  The 
Captain’s and Sergeant’s quarters was open and in excellent condition, but three of the four enlisted 
men’s quarters were closed and padlocked because they had been deemed unsafe due to rotting chimneys.  
There were concrete paths throughout the fort that seemed to take away from its authenticity, but the 
guide informed us that they were required for handicapped access. 

The captains quarters seemed authentic.  Lewis’s espontoon was mounted on the wall, and the 
astronomical measurement equipment was spread across a desk.  A replica of Lewis’s famous branding 
iron was in place, and all of the stores were labeled to match what is known of the supplies carried by the 
Corps.  Other tools of the era were in place, and the interior of the Captain’s Quarters provides the most 
authentic feel to the fort.  It lacks the realism of the Fort Mandan replica in that it sits in the center of a 
very large and well manicured and completely level field, but it remains an impressive bit of work. 

The Interpretive Center is what made the site.  There is a full-sized replica of the keelboat, but when 
you walk around it you find that it’s only half of a keelboat; the backside is cut away to give an interior 
view, not only of the deck and the quarters but also of the storage throughout the vessel.  Along with the 
great portage diorama at Great Falls this is my favorite exhibit from the interpretive centers that I have 
visited.  The Camp River Dubois Center is packed with other exhibits as well, many concerning the 
preparations for the journey, others the journey itself, and others concentrating on the men of the Corps 
as well as the native Illinois population at the time and their interactions with the Corps of Discovery. 

In addition to the Fort and the Interpretive Center, there are hiking trails that take one down to the 
confluence of the Missouri and the Mississippi, and also biking trails, 20 acres of restored prairie, and 
picnic facilities.  The center is open Wednesday through Sunday each week. 
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Calendar of Events 

W A N T  T O  G E T  I N V O L V E D  W I T H  

L E W I S  &  C L A R K ?   
 

OCTOBER REGIONAL MEETING  

Along with the Ohio River and Meriwether 
Lewis chapters, the Carolina Chapter is 
sponsoring a regional meeting to be held 
October 17-19, 2014, at Kingston, Tennessee. 
Kingston is located about 35 miles southwest 
of Knoxville on I-40.  Chuck Crase of the Ohio 
River Chapter is heading up the planning for 
this meeting.  Chuck has organized an 
excellent program and there will be no charge 
for registration.  The program will include a 
time to dedicate the interpretive panels 
(wayside markers) that will be purchased and 
erected with funds from the Trail Stewardship 
Grant awarded to our chapter.   Eastern 
Tennessee will be beautiful in October and 
there are many interesting places to visit in the 
Knoxville - Kingston area. 

 

LCTHF ANNUAL MEETING 

The LCTHF annual meeting was held in 
Richland, Washington, on August 3-6.  A 
report from President Trent Strickland on this 
meeting is contained on  are contained on 
page 1 of this newsletter. 

 
OTHER MEETING NOTES 

The 2015 Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
Kansas City, MO on August 1-5, 2015.  The 
2016 Annual Meeting is scheduled for Harper’s 
Ferry, WV on July 24-27, 2016.  Continue to 
monitor the national LCTHF website at 
www.lewisandclark.org for details as they 
become available. 

Trail Stewardship Grant 

The Carolina Chapter was awarded a 
grant this year to design and install 
interpretive markerss for Fort Southwest 
Point.  Three interpretive markers for Fort 
Southwest Point were delivered to the Fort 
in May and should be erected by 
now.  They will be dedicated at the October 
17-19 Regional Meeting.  The Kingston, 
Tenn. town officials seem very pleased 
with the panels. 

Approval has been obtained to use 
remaining grant funds to purchase an 
interpretive panel to be placed in 
Louisburg, N.C., the hometown of Corporal 
Richard Warfington.  Warfington was the 
only Corps of Discovery member born in 
North Carolina.  Discussions are ongoing 
with the Louisburg town officials as to the 
design and placement of the panel, and 
chapter members will be informed as this 
part of the grant is completed. 
 

This newsletter was produced by the Carolina Chapter of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation. To submit or suggest articles for upcoming issues, please contact Russ Eagle at 
RussEagle@mac.com.  Digital photos for publication are welcome as well. 
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Russ Eagle:  Newsletter Editor 

 

HBO Miniseries 

Members will be excited to know casting 
has begun for the Lewis and Clark 
miniseries, with filming scheduled to begin in 
the summer of 2015.   Much of the series 
will be shot near Bozeman, Montana on Ted 
Turner’s ranch. 

The first major announcement was that 
Casey Affleck has been tapped to play 
Captain Meriwether Lewis.  The book is 
based on Stephen Ambrose’s Undaunted 
Courage. 
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