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Both Coats:  It was not the best of times, but it could have been worse. 

Coat #1:  It was actually quite scary to find myself on the back of a 

strange man driving down an unknown highway.  

Coat #2:  Of course it was.  As for me, a tall bearded man took me 

from the back of my owner’s chair at Rolling Meadows Restaurant and 

carried me to his truck.   

#1:  That sounds like my owner; his name is Jim. 

#2:  No way. My owner is Jim. He is clean shaven, rather short, and 

would never drive a truck.   

#1:  My Jim is smart enough to keep a second set of keys in his truck 

bed. He wanted me back to wear in the Bitterroots this coming Janu-

ary. So maybe he’s not so smart.  

#2:  So your Jim deduced that you must be in my Jim’s car along with 

his keys? 

#1:  Yes, then he called your Jim, and I heard the two Jims agree to 

meet at Interchange #87 off I-41. 

#2:  That’s what they did, but twenty minutes later one Jim was 

parked on the east side of Exit #87 and the other was on the west 

side. 

#1:  They seemed to have worked it out eventually, but these guys are 

not exactly Lewis and  Clark.   
 

Both:  More like Charbonneau! 

During this time in history:   

(November 1804 - August 1806) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of the 

Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary E. 

Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.) 

                               

Our journal entries deal with expedition member 

and interpreter Toussaint Charbonneau. 
 

November 4, 1804, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: “A 

fine morning…a Mr. Charbonneau, interpreter for 

the Gros Ventres, came to see us and informed 

that he came down with several Indians from a 

hunting expedition up the river to here…this man 

wished to hire as an interpreter. 
 

March 12, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: “…Our 

interpreter, Charbonneau, determines on not pro-

ceeding with us as an interpreter under the terms 

mentioned yesterday.  He will not agree to work, 

let our situation be what it may; not stand a guard, 

and if miffed with any man he wishes to return 

when he pleases; also have the disposal of as 

much provisions as he chooses to carry. 
 

March 17, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: “…Mr. 

Charbonneau sent a French man of our party that 

he was sorry for the foolish part he had acted and 

if we pleased he would accompany us agreeably 

to the terms we had proposed and do everything 

we wished him to do…he agreed to our terms and 

we agreed that he might go on with us etc…” 

 

April 13, 1805, Dunn County, ND, Clark: “…A 

sudden squall of wind struck us and turned the 

pirogue so much on the side as to alarm Charbon-

neau, who was steering at the time.  In this state 

of alarm he threw the pirogue with her side to the 

wind…this accident was very near costing us 

dearly…” 

 

April 14, 1805, Dunn County, ND, Clark: “…

Passed an island above which two small creeks 

fall in; the upper creek largest, which we called 

Charbonneau’s Creek after our interpreter, who 

encamped several weeks on it with a hunting 

party of Indians.  This was the highest point to 

which any white man had ever ascended; except 

two Frenchmen…”  

(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 

Editor’s Note: When two 
Jims leave a Badger 
State Chapter Board 
Meeting at slightly dif-
ferent times...well, you 
almost had to be there to 
appreciate this exchange 
that was relayed to one 
of the Jims, by his coat. 

~ Inside: Back to our regular Lewis & Clark “business”. ~ 

Coat. #1J.R. Coat #2J.G. 
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President’s Message 
By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

Well, 2019 has moved on and we 

have entered into the year 2020.  

The celebration of the 20th anni-

versary of our Badger State 

Chapter is over and now we must 

look into the future to identify 

even more ways in which we can 

work with the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Founda-

tion, as well as other organizations, to bring Lewis and 

Clark history to more and more people.  2020 will also be 

the beginning of change for our chapter. 

 

As you know, this past September we had an election of 

officers and directors for our chapter and since there was 

no opposition, all candidates were re-elected for a two 

year term.  At the same time, I must advise the member-

ship that some changes are in process for our chapter’s 

leadership staff.   I have advised the board of directors 

that the term October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2021 will 

be the last term I will serve as President of the Badger 

State Chapter.  Starting October 1, 2021 a new President 

will take the helm of the chapter. 

 

As most of you know, I am dedicated to Lewis and Clark 

history and I have enjoyed being chapter President. It was 

not an easy decision to leave the position at the end of 

this term.  However, by the time I complete this current 

term of office I will have served as Vice-President and 

President of the chapter for some 18 years.  I think it is 

time for a new person to take over as President and bring 

a new perspective, a new outlook and new ideas to the 

Badger State Chapter.  We have that talent within our 

chapter and I feel it is time to incorporate it into our or-

ganization. Be assured that I will remain active in the 

Badger State Chapter and the Foundation. 

 

The article following, by Jim Gramentine will give you 

an idea of some of the talented people we have who have 

indicated they are willing to step forward to take officer 

positions in our chapter.  We will have some open posi-

tions but have nearly two years to transition into the new 

2021 term.  Please give some thought to applying your 

ideas and talents to our chapter and become a part of the 

chapter leadership team.  Be a part of the team that will 

guide us into and through the next 20 years. 

 

There is a lot our chapter can be involved in.  William 

Clark’s visits to Prairie du Chien needs to be promoted; 

the Lewis and Clark Replica Trail needs to be kept up, 

establish a partnership with the Wisconsin Historical So-

ciety, develop brochures on the Alexander Willard sites 

and the Replica Trail and develop a video for Public Tel-

evision, to mention a few ideas.  Give this some thought, 

decide what you can contribute to our efforts and join our 

chapter board.  If you have questions, contact me or Bill 

Holman; contact information listed on the last page of 

“Field Notes”. 

May 9, 1805, Valley County, MT, Lewis: “…I killed a buffalo…and 

saved the necessary materials for making what our wright hand cook, 

Charbonneau, calls the boudin blanc, and immediately set him about 

preparing them for supper.  This white pudding we all esteem one of 

the greatest delicacies of the forest…”  

 

May 14, 1805, Valley County, MT, Clark: “…A squall of wind struck 

our sail broad side and turned the pirogue nearly over (Charbonneau 

was steering)…articles which floated out was nearly all caught by the 

squaw (Sacagawea) who was in the rear.  This accident had like to 

have cost us dearly…we owe the preservation of the pirogue to the 

resolution and fortitude of Cruzatte…” 

 

July 31, 1805, Gallatin County, MT, Clark: “…I directed Drouillard 

and Charbonneau to hold themselves in readiness.  Charbonneau 

thinks that his ankle is sufficiently recovered to stand the march but I 

entertain my doubts of the fact; he is very anxious to accompany me 

and I therefore indulge him…” 

 

August 14, 1805, Lemhi County, ID, Lewis: “…This evening Char-

bonneau struck his Indian woman (Sacagawea) for which Capt. C. 

gave him a severe reprimand…” 

 

October 10, 1805, Whitman County, WA, Clark: “…A misunder-

standing took place between Charbonneau, one of our interpreters, and 

Jo. And R. Fields which appears to have originated in jest…” 

 

April 17, 1806, Benton County, WA, Clark: “…Charbonneau pur-

chased a very fine mare for which he gave ermine, elks teeth a belt 

and some other articles of no great value…” 

 

August 17, 1806, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: “…Settled with Toussaint 

Charbonneau for his services as an interpreter; the price of a horse and 

lodge purchased of him for public service, in all amounting to 

$500.331/3 cents…I offered to take his little son, a beautiful, promis-

ing child who is 19 months old, to which they both, himself and wife, 

were willing provided the child had been weened.  They observed that 

in one year the boy would be sufficiently old to leave his mother and 

he would then take him to me …” 

(Continued from “Grey Column” page 1) 
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Future of the Badger State Chapter 
By: Jim Gramentine 

 

The history of the Badger 

State Chapter of the Lew-

is and Clark Trail Herit-

age Foundation has been a 

success story. Many indi-

viduals have contributed 

to that success, chief 

among them President 

Jim Rosenberger, who has 

held office for fourteen 

years.  As announced on 

the previous page, we 

now face the challenge of finding a worthy successor to 

Jim and other officers. While this is a daunting task, time 

is on our side.  

 

At its November 16, 2019 meeting, our board began its 

search for new officers and board members, making it 

abundantly clear that the process would be an open one. 

If it develops that there are two or more candidates for 

the same position, their names and brief bios will be pro-

vided well in advance of the September 2021 election. 

All current members will be invited to submit a written, 

confidential ballot at that time.   

 

The new officers and board will begin their terms Octo-

ber 1, 2021. They will serve for a two-year term and be 

eligible to stand for re-election near the end of that term.  

 

Mary Strauss has indicated an interest in standing for 

president, and Mary Jo Meyer has done likewise regard-

ing the treasurer’s position, which Marcia Holman has 

also decided to leave. We are grateful to both. Consistent 

with our resolve to have an open process, we urge other 

members to nominate themselves or others for these posi-

tions as well as those of vice president and secretary and 

at large board membership. 

 

One can submit such nominations to Field Notes Editor 

Bill Holman by email: wghmch@gmail.com or by phone: 

608-249-2233. Questions may be directed to Bill or to 

Jim Rosenberger. Nominees must have been contacted 

and agreed to serve if elected. 

 

With the involvement and support of our membership 

regarding this transition process, the history of the Badg-

er State Chapter will continue to be a success story for 

years to come.   

 

Note: Jim Gramentine is not a board member but was 

invited to attend the November meeting and drafted this 

article for Field Notes. 

 

We Remember... 
 

Dick Walker had many in-

terests and among them was 

Lewis and Clark history.  

He was a strong supporter 

of our Badger State Chapter 

and the Lewis and Clark 

Trail Heritage Foundation.  

Dick faithfully attended our 

chapter meetings as well as 

annual meetings of the 

Foundation.  He enjoyed the 

programs and comradery 

with fellow members.  Sad-

ly, Dick passed away on November 23, 2019. 

 
Richard “Dick” Walker was born in Hammond, Indiana 

on April 17, 1930, to Fred and Ruth Walker and was 

raised in Highland, IN, graduating from Griffith High 

School in 1948.  He attended Indiana University that fall.  

His education was interrupted for a two-year period of 

service in the U.S. Army during the Korean War.  He 

returned to IU graduating with an A.B. degree in Chemis-

try and a Master’s degree from the School of Library and 

Information Science.  He then served in librarian posi-

tions at Indiana University and the University of Illinois.  

He received his Ph.D. in Information Science from the 

Graduate School of Library and Information Science in 

1963 from UI-UC.  He taught at Southern Illinois Uni-

versity until December 1964, when he left to join the fac-

ulty at the School of Library and Information Science at 

the University of Wisconsin, Madison.   He remained in 

that position until he retired in January 1995.  His two 

most recent books were “Scientific and Technical Litera-

ture: An Introduction to Communication Forms” with 

C.D. Hurt, and “Patents as Scientific and Technical Liter-

ature.”  His interest in geological information and service 

was reflected in his activities with the Geoscience Infor-

mation Society.   

 
Dick was an avid traveler throughout his adult life, al-

ways accompanied by his wife, Margy.  Their travels 

included many popular tourist spots on six continents.  

Hawaii was also a popular winter destination, where he 

and Margy visited with family and many friends they 

made there over the years. 

 
Dick loved to be on the water, and owned several sail-

boats and canoes, often restoring them to pristine condi-

tion.  He enjoyed being a volunteer captain on Madison 

School & Community Recreation pontoon boats plying 

lakes Mendota and Monona.  He also volunteered at the 

River Food Pantry. 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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He also was an avid collector of paintings and prints, and 

after retirement he took up printmaking himself.  His ab-

stract prints were shown in coffee shops, restaurants, 

nursing homes, and libraries around Madison, including a 

show with three other artists at the Overture Center dur-

ing the winter of 2008-2009. 

 

Dick Walker is survived by his wife, Margaret (Margy) 

Walker (nee Zwickel), his sons Brad (Thia), Tim 

(Gretchen), and daughter Lizette.  Also surviving are his 

five grandchildren, Jake (Anna), Kayle (Preston), Dylan 

(Kelsie), Stephen, and Amber, great-grandsons Dawson 

and Teddy, a great-granddaughter Mollie, and many 

cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.  Dick was preced-

ed in death by his parents, a brother and two sisters.  The 

family requested that, rather than flowers, consideration 

be made to making a donation in Dick’s name to Friends 

of Cherokee Marsh (cherokeemarsh.org) or other charity 

of your choice. 

 

The Lewis and Clark family will miss Dick Walker and 

our condolences and prayers go out to Margy and family. 

 
 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage  

Foundation Hires Executive Director 
 

The Lewis and 

Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation an-

nounced December 

5 that it has hired 

Sarah Cawley as 

executive director to 

lead the national 

nonprofit organiza-

tion. 
 

Her position will 

begin January 2 at 

the LCTHF’s head-

quarters in Great 

Falls, Montana. She 

will fill a position 

that has been vacant 

for several months. 
 

During the last three years, Cawley was the executive 

director of the nonprofit Sawtooth Interpretive and His-

torical Association, Stanley, Idaho. She oversaw the As-

sociation’s Redfish Visitor Center and Stanley Museum. 

She worked closely with the U.S. Forest Service to pro-

vide educational and outdoor experiences for the public 

visiting the 756,000-acre Sawtooth National Recreation 

Area. 
 

Lou Ritten, LCTHF president, said Cawley will be a 

strong advocate for increasing public education and in-

volvement in the story of the 1803-06 expedition. The 50

-year-old LCTHF is the national steward for promoting 

the story of the explorers through public education and 

recreational opportunities, and preservation and enhance-

ment of the 4,900-mile Lewis and Clark National Histor-

ic Trail through 18 states and along the Ohio, Mississip-

pi, Missouri, Snake, and Columbia rivers. 
 

“The sum total of Sarah’s work experience, education, 

and enthusiastic personality is an excellent fit with our 

organization,” Ritten said. “She is the type of creative, 

hardworking leader who will help us increase public 

awareness and participation in the Lewis & Clark story.” 
 

Cawley is a 2016 graduate of the State University of 

New York. She majored in environmental education and 

interpretation; and minored in recreational and visitor 

management. 
 

In her position with the Sawtooth Association, she over-

saw a lecture series, historical festivals, oral history pro-

jects, fundraising, retail operations, membership, and a 

seasonal staff of eight employees. She also has experi-

ence in previous positions in New York and Massachu-

setts in developing educational interpretive programs and 

leading outdoor adventures for adults and school chil-

dren. 
 

Cawley became interested in the LCTHF through her 

curiosity about the Lewis and Clark Expedition. “I’ve 

been intrigued by the explorers and what there is to learn 

about them beyond the historical signs that we see along 

roadsides,” she said. “I’ve backpacked parts of their trail 

and studied such topics as the botany and Native Ameri-

can cultures they reported about in their journals. Their 

story is an important part of our country’s history that all 

Americans should know about.” 
 

Margaret Gorski, a past LCTHF president and chair of 

the 7-member search committee for the position, said 

committee members were particularly impressed by 

Cawley’s enthusiasm for helping people of all ages grow 

their appreciation for the Lewis and Clark story. 
 

Also impressive, Gorski continued, were Cawley’s un-

derstanding of how to develop and maintain partnerships 

with federal agencies and citizen groups, as well as Na-

tive American tribes along the National Lewis and Clark 

Trail. 
 

“We are excited to have her join us and are looking for-

ward to her leadership,” Gorski said. 

Contact information: 
 

Remembering Dick Walker-Continued from page 3 

(Continued on page 5) 

Sarah Cawley 
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• Lou Ritten: 708-354-7778,  

lritten01@yahoo.com 

• Sarah Cawley: 570-213-2470, 

 sccawley2@gmail.com 

• Margaret Gorski, 406-552-2072 

, mgorski@bitterroot.com 

• Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation:  

888-701-3434 or 406-454-1234, 

info@lewisandclark.org 

 

2020 Badger State Chapter meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we move 

into the 

new year we want to advise that we have been working 

on chapter meetings and do have speakers lined up for 

the first part of the year.  I think you will find them inter-

esting and informative.  At this time, some of the details 

of our second meeting are not complete but we have 

enough information to give you a general idea of its con-

tent.  More importantly, I think it is important to make 

you aware of when and where the meetings will take 

place so you can plan your attendance accordingly.  As 

usual, you will also receive a formal notice of each meet-

ing in ample time prior to the meeting.  

Planning for our first chapter meeting has been complet-

ed and is scheduled for Saturday, February 29, 2020 at 

the Fond du Lac Public Library, Fond du Lac, WI.  The 

business meeting will run from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.  Our 

current plans for the business meeting will include up-

dates on chapter and Foundation business, discussing the 

future of our chapter and our annual contribution to the 

Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation but other 

items may be added.  Our guest speaker will give a 

presentation from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Again, an offi-

cial meeting announcement will be sent out prior to the 

meeting. 

Thanks to Mary Strauss, we have been able to arrange for 

Mr. Joel Kroenke as guest speaker.  Mr. Kroenke has 

built an impressive collection of maps of Wisconsin, 

some going back to the early settlement of our state.  He 

recently donated his collection to the Shawano Historical 

Society in Shawano, WI but agreed to bring a large num-

ber of these maps along for his presentation.  It will be 

extremely interesting to learn how Mr. Kroenke accumu-

lated this collection of maps and see the settlement and 

growth of our state through the different maps.  We may 

see maps showing that portion of our state where mem-

bers of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, such as Alexan-

der Willard, visited or lived.  Our chapter will provide 

the “Atlas of the Lewis and Clark Expedition” from the 

Moulton edition of the Lewis and Clark Journals as well 

as “Mapping the West with Lewis and Clark” by Ralph 

E. Ehrenberg and Herman J. Viola.  Herman Viola lives 

in Virginia and is a member of our Badger State Chapter.  

You will be able to see maps William Clark drew and 

maps that Lewis and Clark relied on as they planned and 

traveled on their expedition. 

The second meeting is planned for Saturday, May 2, 

2020 and it will be held at the Waunakee Public Library, 

Waunakee, WI.  Our guest speaker will be Mr. Lou Rit-

ten, President of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation.  The Foundation is celebrating its first fifty 

years and at the same time is working on setting the 

course for the Foundation’s next fifty years.  The Foun-

dation recently hired a new Executive Director (see arti-

cle in this issue) to replace Lindy Hatcher who resigned 

from the Foundation this past summer for a new position.  

The Foundation is also looking at potential changes in the 

structure of the Foundation and chapters as well as how 

they operate as an organization with the intention of op-

erating more efficiently in promoting Lewis and Clark 

history and supporting the Lewis and Clark National His-

toric Trail.  Lou will discuss what the Foundation board 

of directors has considered so far and ask for your input 

and comments.  Since nearly 80% of our Badger Chapter 

members belong to the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 

Foundation this meeting will be an important opportunity 

for all of us to give input and guidance for the future 

structure and operation of our organization. 

Your attendance and comments will not only be im-

portant to the current operation of the Foundation and our 

Chapter  but to how we operate in the future and how 

successful we are in growing membership, supporting the 

Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail and working 

with other organizations in advancing the story of the 

Corps of Discovery.  I think you will find this meeting 

informative and important to our future efforts to support 

Lewis and Clark history. 

 

New Foundation Director 

Continued from page 4 
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Seaman Says-January 2020 

 

We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the 

minds and creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes” 
 

September 15, 1808:  St. Louis has become our home.  We have made friends with 

many people and perhaps most importantly, General Clark has arrived with his wife and 

we now live together in the house Governor Lewis had found.  I am not so sure that Mrs. 

Clark, or Ms. Julia as she is called by many, appreciates Governor Lewis and I being in 

the house.  She is now with child and has, from the beginning, not taken kindly to my being in the house.  Once 

the child is born, I suspect I may be removed to another location.  In some ways I can understand the lady’s con-

cern but do wish I could speak the human’s language and explain my love for the young ones, and that while I 

am of a separate species I would care for any and all young humans. 
 

My Governor Lewis is extremely busy in his work and I am beginning to see a change in him, which concerns 

me.  Oh, we still socialize with the people of St. Louis, but it seems to me the Governor, as well as most male 

humans here, partake of too much of the drink that makes them very funny, even silly.  There are some evenings 

I must help him on our walk to  home.  He must also take a medication should he have an attack of his malaria 

illness, which seems to be occurring more often.  He is also under pressure from many business and government 

people to get things done and he does not always agree with what is being suggested or proposed.  His disputes 

with Mr. Bates have become more and more difficult.  I believe the two men are very different and very stubborn 

and that makes it difficult for the two of them to reach any kind of agreement.  Mr. Bates is the worst, as he says 

things and tells stories about the Governor behind his back. And many of these stories are not true.  There are 

also problems in dealing with the Indians.  The Governor attempts to have fair trade take place between the Indi-

ans and white men, but this has been hard to accomplish.  This sometimes results in violence between the groups, 

and Governor Lewis must step in to arrange a peaceful settlement, with which the separate groups do not always 

agree.  Yes, my Governor is under much pressure, much more than when he was the Captain of our expedition.   
 

There are times when the Governor will go to a large chest in his office where he has all of his papers from the 

expedition and page through them saying “I must begin working with these to get them published.  Mr. Jefferson 

awaits this to be done. If only I had the time.”  There have been occasions when the Governor has had tears in his 

eyes.  He just has too many things to do.  I will watch him closely. 
 

I must put an entry in my journal saying that I have recently had a very happy event occur in my life.  A week or 

so ago, while waiting for Governor Lewis to finish a meeting I met a very attractive female of my species who 

has a history similar to my own.  She was born in the area of Pittsburg along with two sisters and three brothers.  

Her fur is primarily black like mine with white fur at her feet and some on her face.  The human who was their 

keeper sold them to a human traveling on a boat down the Ohio River to St. Louis.  Along the way this man sold 

her brothers and sisters but did not sell her until arriving at St. Louis where a very nice 

male and female human bought her.  Her humans deal in fur trading and have taken her up 

the Missouri and Mississippi rivers on business and she has assisted saving workers and 

passengers if and when they have fallen off of the boats.  Because of this they have named 

her Angel. 
 

Angel and I have spent quite a bit of time together and we have become quite attached to 

each other.  I feel a very important change is taking place in my life. 
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Badger State Chapter Officers: 

Jim Rosenberger…...………………….…….President 

Phone: (608)833-2488          E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 

Jack Schroeder..…………....…….…...Vice-President 

Ph: (608)204-0052  E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 

Mary Strauss..……...……...……….……….Secretary 

Ph: (920)602-1726    E-mail: tormstrauss@gmail.com 

Marcia Holman…………....……….…..…...Treasurer 

Phone: (608)249-2233   E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com 

 

Board of Directors: 

1-David Sorgel 

(608)516-1830      E-mail: Davidsorgel5@gmail.com 

2-Dick Campbell 

(920)231-8267                  E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 

3-Mary Jo Meyer 

(608)547-8715           E-mail: wihikers@hotmail.com 

Field Notes Editor: 

Bill Holman 

Phone: (608)249-2233   E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com 

Newsletter Articles 

Do you have an interesting thought about 

the Lewis & Clark Expedition, or  know 

someone who shares our interest in “The 

Journey?” Would you like to share it with 

others through this newsletter?  Then write to either 

Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at 

wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t have e-mail, call Bill 

at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a picture, we will 

be happy to return it upon request. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  
 

The Badger State Chapter had 

$6404.64 in the Treasury as of 

January 1, 2020, and 67 paid 

up members.  

 

Chapter members come from  

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Montana,  

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, Virginia,  

Washington, California, & Florida.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz of the month; 
What was this fireplace/furnace used for  

by the Corps of Discovery?  
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