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January 2015                       Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved                         Number 53 

 

By: Jim Rosenberger 
 
A number of speakers on Lewis and 
Clark history, including myself, have dis-
cussed “The Women of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition” to show the expedition 
is not just a “guy thing” and that women 
made an important contribution to the 
success of expedition.  Of course Sacaga-
wea starts off the discussion but it in-
cludes Lewis’s mother from whom, at a 
minimum, he learned herbal medicine; 
Watkuweis who probably saved the lives 
of the entire Corps of Discovery by con-
vincing the Nez Perce not to kill all the men of the Corps when 
they became ill.  The initial meeting with the Shoshone was with 
women, one of which then explained to Cameahwait that the white 
men were friends; the Clatsop woman who saved one of the men 
from being trapped and killed by one of the men of her tribe.   
 
More recently historians have included the ladies for their contri-
butions to history in their writings and we are better able to under-
stand the important part they played throughout history.  I recently 
read two books by Cokie Roberts; “Founding Mothers” and 
“Ladies of Liberty”, both extremely interesting and informative.  
While reading “Ladies of Liberty” I believe I found another lady 
who should be added to “The Women of the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition” and she is none other than Dolley Madison. 
 
Roberts, explains that in May 1803 the Madisons, at the invitation 
of President Jefferson, moved into the White 
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During this time in history:   
(March 1804 - August 1806) 

 
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-
2001.) 
 
Our journal entries this issue follow the ad-
ventures of Corps member John Colter, one 
of the nine young men from Kentucky. 
 
March 3, 1804, Camp Wood, IL Detachment 
Order, Lewis: “…The abuse of some of the 
party with respect to the privilege heretofore 
granted them of going into the country, is not 
less displeasing since they have made hunting 
or other business a pretext to cover their de-
sign of visiting a neighboring whiskey shop, 
the commanding officers cannot for the pre-
sent extend this privilege  and do therefore 
most positively direct that Colter, Bolye, 
Wiser and Robinson do not receive permis-
sion to leave camp under any pretext whatev-
er for ten days after this order is read on the 
parade…” 
 
Sept. 24, 1804; near today’s Pierre, SD, Sgt. 
Gass: “…About 3 o’clock, John Colter, who 
had gone by land with the horse, came to us 
and informed us that he had gone that morn-
ing on an island to kill elk and that while he 
was there the Indians had stolen the horse.  
Colter had killed three elk and the pirogues 
remained behind to bring on the meat…” 
 
April 16, 1805, Mountrail County, ND, Sgt. 
Ordway: “…One of the party by the name of 
John Colter caught a very large, fat beaver in 
a steel trap last night…” 
 
September 5, 1805, Travelers Rest, MT, Sgt. 
Ordway: “…John Colter (while out hunting) 
saw three Indians on horse back and they 
appeared to be afraid of him.  They signed to 
him to lay down his gun.  He laid it down and 
they then came to him in a friendly manner.  
Colter signed to them to come with him and 
the Indians took him on (horseback) behind 
one of them and rode down to camp…” 
 
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 
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House until they could find 
a house of their own.  James 
and Dolley Madison obviously met and got to 
know Meriwether Lewis as he resided in the 
White House with Jefferson.  When the Madisons 
found a house and vacated the White House the 
author states, “…when the Madisons moved out 
Jefferson and his secretary, Meriwether Lewis, 
missed their company. “Capt. Lewis and myself 
are like two mice in a church.”  So I think we can 
safely assume at least an acquaintance was estab-
lished between Lewis and the Madisons. 
 
Roberts later discusses the Louisiana Purchase 
and the Lewis and Clark Expedition and she 
writes, “…The women of Washington had so un-
derstood the importance of this mission that they 
supplemented the paltry congressional appropria-
tion with a fund-raising drive, spearheaded by 
Dolley Madison. (The women were treated to spe-
cial souvenirs from the journey when it was final-
ly over.)…” 
 
Lewis and Clark scholars may know about Dolley 
Madison’s fund raising effort but as a student of 
Lewis and Clark history this was new to me and 
extremely interesting.  This needed some further 
research. 

In his book, “Strength and Honor, the Life of Dolley 
Madison”, Richard N. Cote also makes reference to 
Dolley’s support of the expedition; “Dolley and the 
other wives of Jefferson’s cabinet members were cap-
tivated by the grand, daring quest into the unexplored 
wilderness, but they were also concerned for the wel-
fare of the expeditionary force and did everything 
possible to raise funds for their mission.  Dolley fo-
cused her attention on equipping Meriwether Lewis, 
whom she knew well from their many meetings at the 
President’s House…When the surviving members of 
the party returned four years later, Lewis and Clark 
bequeathed to Dolley some of the cooking utensils 
they had used during the journey…” 
 
Now some internet research was in order.  I found a 
number of references to Dolley’s fund raising support 
indicating she played an important role in the fund 
raising effort for the expedition. The most interesting 
comments were on “Frances Hunter’s American He-
roes Blog”.  Hunter is the author of the fiction book, 
“To the Ends of the Earth, the Last Journey of Lewis 
& Clark.”  In her blog, Hunter references the writings 
of Dolley’s niece, Mary E. E. Cutts; “…Dolley had a 
huge heart, and believed that Lewis & Clark “could 
never return from that land of savages.”  Determined 
to supplement the miserly congressional appropria-
tion of $2,500 for equipment, she organized the ladies 
of Washington and conducted a fundraiser to provide 
the Expedition with sack cloth, candle wax, lamps 
and lamp oil, cooking spices, canned goods, dried 
goods, writing materials, clothing, and silver cooking 
utensils…According to Dolley’s niece, when Lewis 
returned to Washington in December 1806, he re-
turned the surviving silver service to Dolley and re-
galed the ladies with tales of “hair breath escapes and 
marvelous adventures,” along with “as many speci-
mens as they could bring from so far off in the wil-
derness…” 
 
Some of the comments on Dolley’s efforts seem to 
vary and sound embellished but it certainly appears 
she did support the expedition.  More research is 
needed but for now I am following the advice of Abi-
gail Adams to husband John that he should, “…
Remember the Ladies…” and I am adding Dolley 
Madison to my list of “The Women of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition”. 
 

Continued from page 1 “Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 
June 18, 1806, Idaho County, ID, Clark: “…Colter’s horse fell 
with him in passing Hungry Creek and himself and horse were 
driven down the Creek a considerable distance, rolling over each 
other among the rocks.  He fortunately escaped without much 
injury or the loss of his gun.  He lost his blanket…” 
  
August 15, 1806, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: “…Colter, one of our 
men, expressed a desire to join some trappers who offered to be-
come sharers with him and furnish traps and etc.  The offer, a very 
advantageous one to Colter, his services could be dispensed with 
from this point down, and as we were disposed to be of service to 
anyone of our party who had performed their duty as well as Col-
ter had done, we agreed to allow him the privilege provided no 
one of the party would ask or expect a similar permission, to 
which they all agreed and that they wished Colter every suc-
cess…” 
  
August 17, 1806, Ft. Mandan, ND, Sgt. Ordway: “John Colter, 
one of the party, asks leave of our officers to go back with Mr. 
Dixon to go a trapping, which permission was granted him.  So 
our officers settled with him and fitted him out with powder, lead 
and a great number of articles which completed him for a trapping 
voyage of two years, which they are determined to stay until they 
make a fortune…Colter, Mr. Dixon & Handcock parted with us in 
their small canoe…” 

Continued from page 1 
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President’s Message 
By: Jim Rosenberger  
 
Happy 2015 to all and I 
truly hope that this New 
Year will be a good one 
for everybody.  It is my 
hope that our Badger 
State Chapter will contin-
ue to provide good pro-
grams for membership 
gatherings and the Foundation will likewise pro-
vide a fulfilling membership experience.   
 
As I write this message it is a cold November day.  
It makes me wonder if this is the type of day the 
Corps of Discovery had to deal with as they were 
building Fort Mandan, North Dakota in 
1804/1805.  We know from the journals that the 
winter spent at Fort Mandan was one of the cold-
est winters and just experiencing what we have 
had so far in 2014 it makes me wonder if I could 
have dealt with such levels of cold.  I pretty much 
know I could not deal with that level of cold since 
as you read this, my wife and I are in Arizona, 
enjoying a much warmer climate.  Of course I am 
twice as old as either captains Lewis or Clark 
were, but I doubt that excuse will hold up very 
well. 
 
It certainly was cold for the men of the Corps but 
just think of our young heroine of the expedition, 
Sacagawea, living in this frigid cold, especially 
after the February 1805 birth of her and Charbon-
neau’s young son, Jean Baptiste.  The journals do 
not describe how this family dealt with the cold 
but certainly, it must have been a challenge.  For 
some reason, thinking of Sacagawea facing this 
cold and protecting Jean Baptiste brings the theme 
of “what Sacagawea contributed to the Expedi-
tion” to mind.  Specifically, it reminds me of the 
2006 Bicentennial event at Pompeys Pillar near 
Billings MT. and a presentation given by Peyton 
“Bud” Clark, the great, great, great grandson of 
Captain William Clark. 
 
Bud was giving a presentation about Sacagawea 
and her contributions to the expedition.  He de-
scribed the situations of winter at Fort Clatsop; 

the cold, rain, wind and how the men suffered un-
der these conditions.  How they went out hunting 
for food or stood guard and faced the elements 
and were happy when they returned to the Fort 
and found warmth, food and an element of family.  
Family was in the form of a little boy and a young 
mother watching over him.  The little boy would 
come to the men and they would lift him up and 
hold him while standing near the fireplace to get 
warm.  Sacagawea would smile or even laugh as 
this took place.  As Bud told this story, he picked 
up his young grandson and carried him around the 
room as he completed the tale.   
 
The men were thousands of miles away from their 
families and loved ones.  Sacagawea and little 
“Pomp” contributed to the morale of the men by 
bringing the feeling of home to them and helped 
warm their hearts along with their bodies.  This 
help in keeping the morale of the men seems to 
me to be an important contribution Sacagawea 
and family made to the Corps and the expedition. 
 
On July 25, 2006, two hundred years to the date, 
Bud Clark re-enacted Captain William Clark carv-
ing his name into Pompeys Pillar.  It was emo-
tional to watch and to be present for the event.  I 
can hardly imagine what Bud was feeling. 
 
So there you have another instance of the benefits 
of being a part of Lewis and Clark history, the 
Badger Chapter and the Lewis & Clark Trail Her-
itage Foundation; learning the history, experienc-
ing the event, meeting wonderful people and 
wanting to preserve it all. 
 
Stay warm and see you in spring. 

Continued on Page 4 

Badger State Chapter of the 
Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 

Support Your Chapter ~ Be “Active & Involved” 

Email Notice 
Field Notes is posted on line, in color, before the 
paper edition is mailed out. Every issue, some of 
these e-mail addresses “bounce” because people 

have not notified us of changes, or because your e-
mail address is not set to allow our messages to ar-

rive. Be sure that this is not happening to you. 
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In the evening our two hunters, that went out this 
morning, returned and had killed two large elk 
about three miles from the Fort. 
 
Thursday 2nd. This also was a cloudy wet day. 
Fourteen men went out in the morning and 
brought the meat of the elk into the Fort. 
 
Friday 3rd. The weather is still cloudy and wet. I 
set out this morning with one of the men to go to 
the salt works, to see what progress those engaged 
in that business had made; and why some of them 
had not returned, as they had been expected for 
some time. We proceeded along a dividing ridge, 
expecting to pass the heads of some creeks, which 
intervened. We travelled all day and could see no 
game; and the rain still continued. In the evening 
we arrived at a place where two of the men had 
killed an elk some time ago. Here we struck up a 
fire, supped upon the marrow bones and remained 
all night. 
 
Saturday 4th. The morning was wet; but we pro-
ceeded on, and passed the head of a creek which 
we supposed was the last in our rout to the salt 
works. Immediately after passing the creek, the 
man with me killed an elk; when we halted and 
took breakfast of it, and then went on. We got into 
low ground, passed through a marsh about 1/2 a 
mile in breadth, where the water was knee deep; 
then got into a beautiful prairie about five miles 
wide, and which runs along the sea shore about 30 
miles from Point Adams on the south side of Hay-
ley's Bay, in nearly a southwest course and ends 
at a high point of a mountain, called Clarke's view 
on the sea shore. Through this plain or prairie runs 
another creek, or small river which we could not 
pass without some craft: so we encamped on a 
creek and supped on the elk's tongue, which we 
had brought with us. 

Letters from my cousin, Patrick Gass, 
With the Corps of Discovery 

  
Dear Cuzzin Bill, 
  
From time to time I will 
try to send you some in-
teresting bits from my 
journal. I made these 
notes during the first 10 
days of 1806, while we 
waited out the winter 
months near the Pacific 
Ocean. I surely hope I 
can get someone interest-
ed enough to publish 
them when we return to 
the United States.. 
 
Wednesday 1st Jan. 1806. The year commenced 
with a wet day; but the weather still continues 
warm; and the ticks, flies and other insects are in 
abundance, which appears to us very extraordi-
nary at this season of the year, in a latitude so far 
north. Two hunters went out this morning. We 
gave our Fortification the name of Fort Clatsop. 

Recreation of Fort Clatsop Continued on Page  5 
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Sunday 5th. This was a very 
wet day. We killed a squirrel 
and eat it; made a raft to cross the creek; but when 
it was tried we found it would carry only one per-
son at a time; the man with me was therefore sent 
over first, who thought he could shove the raft 
across again, but when he attempted, it only went 
halfway: so that there was one of us on each side 
and the raft in the middle. I, however notwith-
standing the cold, stript and swam to the raft, 
brought it over and then crossed on it in safety; 
when we pursued our journey, and in a short time 
came to some Indian camps on the sea shore. The 
rain and wind continued so violent that we agreed 
to stay at these camps all night. 
 
Monday 6th. We had a fair morning and the 
weather cleared up, after two months of rain, ex-
cept 4 days. We therefore set out from these lodg-
es; passed the mouth of a considerable river; went 
about two miles up the shore, and found our salt 
makers at work. Two of their detachment had set 
out for the fort on the 4th and the man that had 
come with me and two more went to hunt. 
 
Tuesday 7th. Another fine day. About noon Cap-
tain Clarke with 14 men came to the salt-makers 
camp, in their way to the place where the large 
fish had been driven on shore, some distance be-
yond this camp. The Indians about our fort had 
procured a considerable quantity of the meat, 
which we found very good. The 8th was a fine 
day and I remained at camp. The 9th was also fair 
and pleasant; and about noon Captain Clarke and 
his party returned here; the distance being about 
17 miles. They found the skeleton of the whale 
which measured 105 feet in length and the head 
12. The natives had taken all the meat off its 
bones, by scalding and the other means, for the 
purpose of trade. The Indians, who live up there 
are another of nation, and call themselves the 
Callemex nation. They are a ferocious nation: one 
of them was going to kill one of our men, for his 
blanket; but was prevented by a squaw of the Chi-
nook nation, who lives among them, and who 
raised an alarm. There is a small river comes into 
the sea at that place. Captain Clarke and his party 
remained at the camp all night, during which 
some rain fell. 

Friday 10th. The morning was fine and Captain 
Clarke and his party started, and I remained at this 
camp to wait the return of the man who had come 
with me and who was out hunting. The 11th was 
also pleasant, and I proceeded with a party for the 
fort; where about 9 o'clock we arrived the next 
day. Two hunters had gone out from the fort in 
the morning, and killed 7 elk about two miles 
from it. 
   Your cuzzin, 
   Patrick Gass 
 
(Note: Bill Holman, a Badger State Chapter member and 
the editor of the Badger State Chapter’s “Field Notes,” is 
the second cousin four times removed, of Patrick Gass. He 
has offered these “letters from the trail”, which must have 
been held up in the mail.) 
 
Chill Out!   
No Winter  
Chapter 
Meeting 
 
For the last 
number of 
years we 
have had a 
winter Chapter meeting in 
either Jan. or Feb.  We have 
been fortunate in having fairly 
good weather for these meet-
ings except, perhaps, for last 
year when we had some snow 
on the roads and had to com-
pensate with a longer drive time.  Last year was 
also on of the coldest winters we have had and 
apparently all this has had a warm weather wan-
derlust affect on our meeting planners. 
 
Chapter Vice President and Program Chair Jack 
Schroeder will be departing in January 2015 for 
Costa Rica, returning in February and Chapter 
President Jim Rosenberger and his wife Mary de-
parted for Arizona in December 2014, returning in 
February 2015.  We anticipate our next Chapter 
meeting will be in March 2015 and Chapter mem-
bers will, of course, receive a meeting announce-
ment once plans are finalized.  So stay close to the 
fireplace for Wisconsin’s cold months and we will 
see you all for a spring thaw meeting. 

Continued from page 4 

Pansies, Meriwether! 
We wouldn’t even call it 
cold, & they’re cancelling 

their winter meeting. 
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Nostalgia with the Badger State Chapter 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $5463.93 in 
the Treasury as of January 1, 2015, & 74 
Chapter Members.  Chapter members 

come from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, and Florida. 

Badger State Chapter Officers: 
 
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President 
Phone: (608)833-2488                    E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 
 

Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President 
Ph: (608)204-0052            E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 
 

Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary 
Phone: (920)602-1726             E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com 
 

Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
1-David Sorgel 
 (608)516-1830     E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com 
 

2-Dick Campbell 
(920)231-8267                           E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 
 

3-Tom Strauss 
(920)602-1639          E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com 
 

Field Notes Editor: 
 

Bill Holman 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net 

Seaman Says   
January 2015 

 
With the beginning of a new 
year we are pleased to announce 
the finding of new journals 
which tell the story of Captain 
Lewis’s faithful companion Sea-
man following the completion of 
the Expedition.  These new journals were hidden 
away in the minds of the publishers of “Field Notes” 
and with a vivid imagination, have just recently been 
translated for inclusion in our quarterly newsletter.  
We hope you will find these journals informative and 
enjoyable reading.  Let us begin at the Expedition’s 
end: 
 
September 24, 1806; Yesterday we arrived in St. Lou-
is and received a hearty welcome from the population 
including many rounds of cheers.  A friend of Capt. 
Clark’s, a Mr. Christy, provided us with storage 
rooms for all of our baggage and Mr. Pierre Chouteau 
provided my captains with housing.  I am fortunate to 
be with Captain Lewis and be afforded more comfort-
able housing than the rest of the men.  The men have 
rented rooms at various locations including Mr. Chris-
ty’s tavern.   
 
The captains have commenced writing to President 
Jefferson, Governor Harrison and friends in Kentucky 
as well as rewriting their journals and reports.  The 
men have been celebrating their return with drink, 
music and dancing with the ladies.  They are asked 
many questions about the expedition and enjoy telling 
long and colorful stories about themselves, some of 
them quite exaggerated. 
 
From what I understand, once we have 
all the business of ending the expedi-
tion finished we will be traveling to the 
east and reporting to the President and 
others.  This business may take a while.      

Newsletter articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought about 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, or  know 
someone who shares our interest in “The 
Journey?” Would you like to share it with 
others through this newsletter?  Then write 

to either Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Hol-
man at wghmch@chorus.net. If you don’t have e-mail, call 
Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a picture with your 
article, we will be happy to return it upon request. 

Look at that, Meriwether! We knew your  
dog was smart, but never thought he would 
write a column for a top notch publication.  

Maybe Gass wasn’t the one that you  
should have been worrying about. 


