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President’s Message    By: Jim Rosenberger 
 
Believe it or not, I find that one of the most diffi-
cult articles to write for “Field Notes” is this col-
umn.  I have this feeling that the president’s mes-
sage should say something important, insightful or 
newsworthy and I struggle with that.  I don’t think 
my efforts always accomplish the goal.  So I 
thought I would try something a little different.  
Quite often I encourage people to join the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, especially 
our chapter members who are not Foundation 
members.  A common response to my encouragement is, “what is it 
about the Foundation that makes you think I should join it?”  Well, I 
think the best way for me to attempt to answer that question is through 
relating my experiences since I have joined the Foundation.  So in this 
column and future “Messages” I hope to convey some experiences which 
make me thankful and proud to be a Foundation member and which 
might help encourage others to join.  I begin at the beginning. 
 
For Christmas 1998 my wife, Mary, gave me the book, “Undaunted 
Courage” written by Stephen Ambrose.  Like so many others, Ambrose’s 
telling of the story of Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery left 
me wanting to know more.  I subsequently found out about the Lewis 
and Clark Heritage Foundation and immediately joined.  In August 1999, 
Mary and I attended our first Foundation annual meeting in Bismarck, 
North Dakota.  We were given name badges that also identified us as 
new Foundation members and I can’t tell you the number of people who 
came up to us, introduced themselves and welcomed us to the Founda-
tion.  Here is one major reason for joining the Foundation; for the people 
you meet, come to know and make life long friends with.  It is so easy to 
meet people who, like you have an interest in Lewis 

Continued on Page  2 

During this time in history:   
(December 1803 - January 1806) 

 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-
2001.) 

 

Journal entries follow the expedition adven-
tures of Corp of Discovery member Pvt. 
Thomas P. Howard. (See short biographical 
sketch of Pvt. Howard on page 7.) 
 

December 22, 1803, Camp Wood, IL, Clark: 
“… at 3 o’clock Drouillard and 8 men and 2 
horses arrive from Tennessee.  Those men are 
not such I was told was in readiness at Ten-
nessee for this command and etc…” 
 

Moulton footnote: “Men detailed to the expe-
dition from Captain John Campbell’s compa-
ny of the Second Infantry Regiment, stationed 
at South West Point Tennessee.  Among them 
was…Private Thomas P. Howard…” 
 

September 2, 1804; near Gavins Point Dam, 
SD, Clark: “George Drouillard, R. Fields, T. 
Howard and Neuman killed four fat elk…we 
had them jerked and the skins stretched to 
cover the pirogues.” 
 

February 10, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Sgt. 
Ordway: “…One of our men (Thomas How-
ard)  returning from the Mandan village and 2 
or 3 young Indians followed him.  The gate 
being shut, instead of calling to the guard he 
went round back of the fort and scaled over; 
one of the Indians followed him over.  Capt. 
Lewis…confined the man for setting such a 
pernicious example to the savages.  Today at 
12 o’clock he was tried by court martial…at 
sunset the proceedings of the court martial 
came out and the prisoner was sentenced to 
50 lashes and laid to the mercy of the com-
manding officer who was pleased to forgive 
him the punishment awarded by the court.” 
 

February 16, 1805, Ft. Mandan, ND, Clark: 
“…At dusk two Indians and one man 
(Thomas Howard) returned with Howard’s 
feet frosted…” 
 
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 
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and Clark.  You meet authors, re-enactors, musicians 
and others from all walks of life; all with an immense 
interest and dedication to Lewis and Clark history.  
One of the greatest activities at a Foundation annual 
meeting is meeting up with old friends and “catching 
up” on how they are and what is new in the world of 
Lewis and Clark. 
 
The first evening of the Bismarck meeting we were 
standing in line for dinner, talking to members from 
Minnesota.  They asked if Wisconsin had a chapter 
and I responded that I un-
derstood a chapter had 
recently been formed and 
one of my missions at this 
meeting was to locate the 
founder of the chapter, a 
gentleman by the name of 
Jim Gramentine.  Unbe-
lievably, the fellow right 
in front of me turned 
around held out his hand 
and said “pleased to meet 
you, that would be me”.  I 
looked at my wife and 
said, “This was meant to 
be”.  We had dinner with 
Jim and his wife, Ray, as well as Dave Bubier, then 
Vice President of the Chapter and needless to say, I 
joined the Badger State Chapter.   This was a personal 

experience I will never forget. 
 
I have one more experience at this meeting to demonstrate 

you never know what will hap-
pen at an annual meeting.  Typi-
cally, Chapters are given a block 
of time to conduct chapter meet-
ings and this was the case in Bis-
marck.  Chapter President, Jim 
Gramentine let us know that he 
had been able to arrange for Ste-
phen Ambrose to attend our 
chapter meeting and you can im-
agine how excited we all were to 
meet him in such a personal sur-
rounding.  When the meeting 
time came, Ambrose was there 
and we thought he would spend a 
few minutes with us and then 
move on.  To our surprise and 

great pleasure he stayed with us for nearly the duration of 
our meeting.   He talked to us about 

“Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 
January 26, 1806, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Lewis: “Werner and Howard, 
who were sent for salt on the 23rd have not yet returned and we are 
apprehensive that they have missed their way, neither of them are 
very good woodsmen and this thick heavy timbered pine country 
added to the constant cloudy weather makes it difficult for even a 
good woodsman to steer for any considerable distance the course 
he wishes.” 
 
January 28, 1806; Ft. Clatsop, OR, Lewis: “…About noon How-
ard and Werner returned with a supply of salt; the badness of the 
weather and the difficulty of the road had caused their delay…”  
 

Continued from page 1 

Badger State Chapter’s 
First President 

Jim Gramentine 

Continued on Page 3 

Stephen Ambrose, 
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Undaunted Courage 



3 

his writing and his new book, 
“Nothing like it in all the 
World; the Men who built the Transcontinental Rail-
road, 1863 -1869.”   His family had lived in Wisconsin 
so he was interested in our Chapter and offered a num-
ber of suggestions for activities we might undertake.  
My wife had purchased her own copy of “Undaunted 
Courage” that afternoon and she was now sitting next 
to Stephen Ambrose!  She turned to me and said, “I’m 
going up to our room to get the book and have him 
(Ambrose) sign it.  Don’t let him leave!”  Now there is 
a mission for you.  As Mary left, Ambrose, looked at 
me, smiled and said, “Don’t worry, I’ll wait for her to 
get back”.  He did, we got his autograph and we still 
have the book.  Needless to say it is a family treasure.   
 
So I tell you this experience because the Lewis and 
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation is not only “the keep-
er of the story, steward of the trail”; it is an organiza-
tion that gives life to Lewis and Clark history and will 
give you experiences that will stay with you for a life-
time. 
 

Regional Meeting Update 
 
If you are looking for a fall Lewis and Clark adventure 
head for the Fort Southwest Point Regional Meeting of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation spon-
sored by the Carolina, Meriwether Lewis and Ohio 
River Chapters.  The meeting will take place in King-
ston, TN October 17, 18, and 19, 2014 and will honor 
the contributions of soldiers from Fort Southwest 
Point to the Lewis and Clark Expedition; this will in-
clude the dedication of new signage to these soldiers. 

The host hotel is the Super 8 Hotel, Kingston, TN; 865
-376-4965 and ask for the Lewis & Clark Block; 
$50.88 + tax per night, with breakfast. 

This is an opportunity to learn about an event in the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition which hasn’t received 
adequate attention until now.  At the same time you 
will be supporting the activities of our fellow Chapters 
and the Foundation. 
 
For details on the meeting, lodging and event schedule 
go to the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
website; www.lewisandclark.org; click on ‘Chapters’ 
then click on ‘Ohio River Chapter’, scroll down to 
‘Newsletters’ and select the ‘2014 Summer News’.  
Starting at page 5 you will find information on the 
meeting, an event schedule and a registration form.   
 
For questions; contact Chuck Crase by email at; afc-
cecrase@roadrunner.com or telephone Chuck at 606-
365-9707 (home) or at 859-516-3523 (mobile)   
 

 
On June 22, 2014 Tom 
Butts passed away and we 
lost a dedicated and sup-
portive chapter member.  
Tom began his journey 
with Lewis and Clark and 
the Corps of Discovery by 
reading Stephen Ambrose’s 
book, “Undaunted Cour-
age”, relaying the activities 
of the Corps to his wife, 
Mary, on a daily basis.  
Tom and Mary went on 

Elderhostel trips and covered the Lewis and Clark His-
toric Trail from St. Louis to the West Coast.  At a Mu-
seum they found information about the Lewis and 
Clark Trial Heritage Foundation and joined.  Mary 
learned of the Badger State Chapter and they joined.  
Tom was very well-read concerning Lewis and Clark 
and was very supportive and involved in both the 
Foundation and our Chapter.  Tom, along with Mary, 
attended Foundation annual meetings and were a part 
of many of our field trips.  His input and dedication to 
our Chapter will be deeply missed. 
 
Tom graduated from Lawrence University in Apple-
ton, WI and received his Master of Science from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He had a long, 
successful career in teaching which included 20 years 
at Sheboygan South High School, Continued on Page 4 

Continued from page 2 

Fort Southwest Point 

In memory of Badger State  
Chapter member Tom Butts 
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Jack will again pre-
pare a Bison dish 
(see previous one 
left) and has in-
formed us he will 
have an exciting, 
free drawing for 
copies of the 
Moulton edition of 

the Lewis and Clark Journals.  We are planning a few 
brief topics to entertain you after we eat.  Bring a dish 
to pass and stories of your experiences on the Trail. 

Mark August 23rd on your calendar.  More complete 
information, directions and etc. will be mailed to all 
members.   
 

also serving as the boys swim-
ming coach.  He inspired many 
students with his dedication and knowledge. 
 
Tom was a life guard for over 60 years, starting at 16 
with the Milwaukee Recreation Department.  He also 
taught swimming and life guarded for the Sheboygan 
Recreation Department as well as being the summer 
swim coach.  He finished his life guarding at the She-
boygan YMCA where he also participated in the Swim 
for Life program, logging over 2,000 miles. 
 
Tom served as the treasurer for the Friends of Kohler-
Andrae State Park for over 15 years and was a member 
of the Board of Directors.  He was a member of Phi 
Delta Theta and served as a Boy Scout leader. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Mary and the fami-
ly. 
 
 

 
Badger State Chapter Picnic  
August 23, 1014 
 

A summit meeting between Chapter Vice President 
Jack Schroeder and Chapter member/Bison Rancher 
Mark Koeppl has finalized our plans for the Badger 
State Chapter annual picnic.  Plan to join us on Satur-
day August 23rd to enjoy the company of Chapter 
members and who ever else might decide to drop in.  

As in past years we are hopeful the Bison will roam in 
our direction and join us but as those of you who have 
attended past picnics know, that is entirely up to them. 
 
Weather is not an issue for our picnic as Mark has pic-
turesque, indoor accommodations for our use. 
 

Continued from page 3 

Newsletter articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought about the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, or  know some-
one who shares our interest in “The Jour-
ney?” Would you like to share it with others 

through this newsletter?  Then write to either Jim Ros-
enberger at punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at 
wghmch@chorus.net. If you don’t have e-mail, call 
Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you include a picture with 
your article, we will be happy to return it upon re-
quest. 

Email Notice 
Field Notes is posted on line, in color, before the 
paper edition is mailed out. Every issue, some of 
these e-mail addresses “bounce” because people 

have not notified us of changes, or because your e-
mail address is not set to allow our messages to ar-

rive. Be sure that this is not happening to you. 
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Captain Meriwether Lewis, Captain William Clark and 
the men of the Corps of Discovery left St. Louis in 
1804 on a journey that took them to the Pacific Ocean 
and back. Their journals tell us that they collected in-
sects and plants, created maps, and traded with Native 
people in exchange for blue beads. The western part of 
the Lewis and Clark trip from Wood River, Illinois to 
the mouth of the Columbia was established by Con-
gress as the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail in 
1978. But, there is more to the story. The Corps of 
Discovery actually traveled through many states and 
hundreds of miles that stretched to the Atlantic Ocean 
before they left St. Louis. 
 

The National Park Service has recently been involved 
in several studies to consider the feasibility of a poten-
tial extension of the Lewis and Clark National Historic 
Trail which would include the time period of January 
24, 1803 when the expedition was authorized by Con-
gress to March 24, 1814 when the Lewis and Clark 
journals were officially published. 
 

Routes to be included in the Eastern Legacy in-
clude: 
 

� Caroline County, the birthplace of William Clark 
and York. 
 

� Washington, D.C. to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Lewis traveled through eastern towns preparing him-
self for the expedition; attended classes on botany, 
paleontology, navigation, and field medicine; pur-
chased guns, tomahawks, and knives; and sent an invi-
tation to William Clark to co-command the expedition. 
 

� Philadelphia to Pittsburgh: supplies were transport-
ed via Conestoga wagon. 
 

� Pittsburgh to Wood River, Illinois: the keelboat was 
completed and Lewis started the journey to Wood Riv-
er; Clark joined Lewis at Clarksville, Indiana; Lewis 
and Clark's expedition men and volunteers camped 
along the Mississippi River waiting for the transfer of 
the land title to the United States; the expedition trav-
eled to St. Charles, Missouri. 
 

Sites being studied for association with the Eastern 
Phase of the Expedition include: 
 

� The White House, Washington, D.C.: planning for 
the expedition. 

The Eastern Legacy Trail:  
The Rest of the Story 
From: Mouth Of the Platte March 2014 Newsletter 

� Fort Kaskaskia State Historic Site, Ellis Grove, 
Randolph Co., Illinois: 12 men of the expedition were 
recruited at Fort Kaskaskia; Francois Labiche hired; 
French boatmen/engages hired. 
 

� Fort Massac Site, Ohio River near Metropolis, Illi-
nois: hiring of interpreter George Drouillard and re-
cruiting of soldiers for the expedition. 
 

� Old Cahokia Courthouse, Cahokia, Illinois: court-
house's role as a town center and post office. 
 

� Old Clarksville Site, Clark Co., Indiana: meetings 
between George Rogers Clark at his cabin outward 
bound in 1803 and homeward bound in 1806. 
 

� Big Bone Lick State Park and Archeological Site, 
Union, Kentucky: visit by Lewis in 1803; Clark's pale-
ontology expedition. 
 

� Locust Grove, 561 Blankenbaker Lane, Louisville, 
Kentucky: Lewis and Clark visited the house. 
 

� Mulberry Hill Site, George Rogers Clark Park, Lou-
isville, Kentucky: family cemetery. 
 

� Hessian Barracks, Maryland School for the Deaf, 
242 S. Market St., Frederick, Maryland: Lewis's sup-
ply wagon passed through on its way to Harpers Ferry 
from Philadelphia; Lewis received assistance in re-
cruiting men for part of the expedition. 
 

� Camp Wood (Camp Dubois) near Edward "Ted" 
and Pat Jones Confluence Point State Park, Missouri: 
winter camp before the departure of the expedition in 
1804. 
 

� American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania: repository of many of the journals of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition; Lewis's instruction by 
Benjamin Rush and other society members; Lewis's 
induction into the Society; at one time held the botani-
cal specimens collected on the expedition. 
 

� Andrew Ellicott House, 123 N. Princess St., Lancas-
ter, Pennsylvania: Ellicott, a surveyor, instructed Lew-
is before the expedition began. 
 

� Fort Southwest Point Archaeological Site, Kingston, 
Tennessee: furnished volunteers for the expedition. 
 

� Meriwether Lewis National Monument Natchez 
Trace Parkway, Hohenwald, Tennessee: Lewis's grave 
and monument, log cabin museum, exhibits about 
Lewis's career. 
 

� Fincastle Historic District, Botetourt 
Cont. on pg. 6 
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or blueways that may be included in an extended Lew-
is and Clark Historic Trail. 
 
� The level of public access for each area within the 
segment/corridor with regard to established, proposed, 
and potential public private rights of way. 
 
� The segment/corridor must have significant poten-
tial for public recreational use or historical interest. 
 
Several steps, which began in 2007, are involved in 
the planning process to complete the Lewis and Clark 
Trail. The process is on-going and is currently in Step 
4 which is a study of the eastern sites and route seg-
ments associated with the preparation or return phases 
of the Lewis and Clark expedition. Step 5 involves a 
Draft Report and Step 6, the Final Report and presen-
tation to Congress. When the study is completed, Con-
gress will then decide what, if any, action will be tak-
en. It is hoped that Lewis and Clark signage will be 
installed in the eastern states and trail maps will be 
printed to include the Lewis and Clark Trail across the 
nation from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.  
   Mary Langhorst 
 
Reprinted with permission from Mary Langhorst, Sec-
retary, Mouth of the Platte Chapter. The Badger State 
Chapter is very grateful to Mary Langhorst and the 
Mouth of the Platte Chapter for making this article 
available. 

County, Virginia: visits by 
Lewis and Clark, public recep-
tion for Clark at celebration in 1807. 
 
� Locust Hill Site, Albemarle County, Virginia: birth 
house of Lewis, family cemetery. 
 
� Monticello, Albemarle County, Virginia: Lewis's 
service as Jefferson's secretary, inclusion in Jefferson's 
family, planning for the expedition. 
 
� William Clark Birthplace Site, Caroline County, 
Virginia: Clark family farm. 
 
� Grave Creek Mound, Moundsville, West Virginia: 
Lewis visited the site. 
 
� Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, West Vir-
ginia: Lewis's visit in 1803, the armory's role in mak-
ing the iron frame boat and the weapons carried on the 
expedition. 
 
� Wellsburg Historic District, West Virginia: home of 
Patrick Gass, burial place of Gass. 
 
Twenty-four segments/corridors which relate to the 
Eastern Legacy project are being studied in re-
gards to: 
 
� Any existing, planned, underway trails, greenways, 

Continued from page 5 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $4414.65 in the 
Treasury as of July 1, 2014.  We now have 78 
paid up members, in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Montana, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, 
and Florida. 

Badger State Chapter Officers: 
 
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President 
Phone: (608)833-2488                    E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 
 

Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President 
Ph: (608)204-0052            E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 
 

Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary 
Phone: (920)602-1726             E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com 
 

Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
1-David Sorgel 
 (608)516-1830     E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com 
 

2-Dick Campbell 
(920)231-8267                           E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 
 

3-Tom Strauss 
(920)602-1639          E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com 
 

Field Notes Editor: 
 

Bill Holman 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net 

Seaman Says - July 2014 
 
November 19, 1805; It has been raining the last few days as we explore the Columbia 
River where it enters into a gigantic body of water the men call the Pacific Ocean.  I am 
accompanying Captain Clark, his man servant York and 10 other men along the shore of 
the river and coast of the ocean.  We are all wet from the days of rain and I am again 
thankful for my thick, protective coat.  We hiked a sand beach and found the remains of a 
fish at least 10 feet long which Capt. Clark calls a sturgeon as well as the backbone skele-
ton of a huge fish he calls a whale.  Large fish in a large river and ocean makes sense. 
 
Today Capt. Clark marked his name on a small pine tree along with the day of the month and year as well as 
words referring to the United States.  I assume this is where his home is.  All the men have a habit of leaving a 
mark consisting of their name and a date along the trail; apparently to show they have been here.  This has been 
done since departing from Camp Wood a long, long time ago.  I believe that on our return trip I 
will find some of the men’s markings and add my own in the form of scratch or bite marks to 
show I was a part of this grand expedition.  Of course, in a natural sense, we have all left other 
“marks” along the entire trail but these would not have the permanent staying qualities which we 
seek.          

 
PRIVATE THOMAS PROCTOR HOWARD  
 
From: The Men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
A Biographical Roster of the Fifty-one Members and a 
Composite Diary of Their Activities from All Known 
Sources by Charles G. Clarke. 
 
Born in 1779 and raised in Brimfield, Massachusetts. 
He had blue eyes, fair hair and complexion. Clark says 
"he never drank water." He was recruited from Capt. 
John Campbell's 2nd Infantry Company and was en-
tered on the Lewis and Clark muster as of January 1, 
1804. A private named Thomas Howard, served as 
boatman, and left Fort Adams in May 1808, under 
Capt. H. Stark, U.S. 1st Infantry. He served for a time 
at Fort Adams. He married Genevieve Roy in St. Lou-
is and had a son, Joseph, who was in the fur trade with 
Ashley in 1827. During the years 1834 to 1849, Jo-
seph Howard was on the upper Missouri.  
 

Yes, Meriwether, I 
know that those 
people from the part 
of the Indiana terri-
tory that will even-
tually be called Wis-
consin will deserve 
to be called a “Trail 
State”. We should 
have swung back 
through there on 
the way home. 


