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April 2014                           Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved                        Number 50 

 

10 a.m.-2:30 (approx) p.m. 
 Parking by Middle Hall 
10:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  
Business/Board Meeting 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  
All you can eat lunch 

1 p.m.- (approx.) 2:30 p.m 
”The Oregon Trail”  

Continued on Page  2 

During this time in history:  (April 1804 - April 1806) 
 

(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of the Lewis & Clark  
Expedition edited by Gary E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001.) 

 
April 1, 1804, Detachment Order, issued by Captains Lewis and Clark: “…The Com-
manding Officers did yesterday proceed to take the necessary enlistments and select the 
detachment destined for the expedition through the interior of the Continent of North 
America and have accordingly selected the persons herein after mentioned as those 
which are to constitute their permanent detachment ( a listing follows)…the following 
persons (Charles Floyd, John Ordway and Nathaniel Pryor) are this day appointed ser-
geants with equal power (unless when otherwise specially ordered)…To insure order 
among the party, as well as to promote a regular police in camp, the commanding offic-
ers have thought to divide the detachment into three squads and to place a sergeant in 
command of each…” 
 

(Continued-See “Grey Column” pg 2) 
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Due to equipment and room limitations it is necessary 
to make a slight location change to our April 26th 
chapter meeting.  The meeting will still be at Ripon 
College but the meeting room will be at the Pickard 
Commons rather than the Lane Library.  Pickard Com-
mons is directly across Elm St., west of the Lane Li-
brary.  The meeting room is adjacent to the cafete-
ria.  Enter Pickard Commons through the main en-
trance right off Elm Street.  Once inside take the stairs 
to the next level where you will find the cafeteria and 
the meeting room.  We will also have someone at the 
front door to assist you. 
 
Parking will be in the same lot as when we met at the 
library in the past. It can be entered from either Ran-
som Street or Elm Street, but due to construction on 
Elm Street, it is easier to approach the parking lot from 
Ransom St. 
 
We have learned that the cafeteria lunch price has in-
creased but will still be under $7.00 per person for all 
you can eat!. 
 
At 1 p.m. Dick Campbell will speak on the Oregon 
Trai1. Lewis and Clark showed the way west and 
many followed using differing routes. Today, the vari-
ous Historic Trail Organizations are increasingly 
working together to tell the story of the western migra-
tion. One heavily traveled route west was the Oregon 
Trail and we have been given a great opportunity to 
learn more about this trail's history. Chapter member 
Dick Campbell has a deep passion for history includ-
ing the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Oregon 

Trail. He has traveled both Trails and has spoken to nu-
merous groups about these and other adventures. Join us as 
we listen to Dick talk about the development and character 
of the Oregon Trail and about the pioneers who traveled it. 
 
No need to bring snacks or beverages as these will be pro-
vided. If you arrive before 10 a.m. the lounge area at Pick-
ard Commons is open. 
 
Your RSVP will help us plan the needs of the meeting. 
Jim Rosenberger, 9 Hemlock Trail, Madison, WI 53717, 
608-833-2488 or punkinz@tds.net. 

 
President’s Message  
By: Jim Rosenberger 
 

At Last! Spring is in the air.  As I 
write this, the weather forecast calls 
for lower temperatures with rain or 
snow but we have had a few warmer 
days so hope “springs” eternal.  Mary 
and I moved from a house into a con-
do in mid-February and I learned my 
lesson to never ever move in the winter.  If nothing else, 
the cold temperatures we faced this past winter should give 
us an appreciation for what the Corps of Discovery faced 
during that forty degree below zero temperature they faced 
at Ft. Mandan during the winter of 1804/05.  And the 
weather forecast for North Dakota for the next few days 
doesn’t look too great either! 
 
The February edition of “We Proceeded On” contained 
information about the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation’s 46th annual meeting, August 3-6 2014, in 
Richland, Washington and I encourage all members to at-
tend the meeting.  The meeting location is at the beautiful 
confluence of the Yakima and Columbia Rivers and there 
are very interesting programs and presentations planned 
along with pre- and post-meeting trips along the rivers.  
Keep in mind that the average August temperature for the 
area is 89 degrees so you may want to retain fond memo-
ries of this past winter’s temperatures to help keep you 
cool.  You can get additional information or register online 
for the meeting at <www.wa-lcthf.org>. 
 
As we pull ourselves out of the winter doldrums I find that 
the Badger State Chapter has a lot on its plate.  Tom 
Strauss, Mary Strauss, Charlie Bebow and John Sabaka 
have agreed to serve on a committee to further develop 
and finalize our Alexander Willard project.  As most of 
you know, at the present time Tom Strauss is carrying on a 
brave battle against cancer and yet, thankfully, he feels he 
can contribute to the committee to the extent that he and 

“Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 
 
April 1, 1805, Ft. Mandan, Clark: “We have Thunder, lightning, 
hail and rain today, the first rain of note since the 15th of October 
last.  I had the keelboat and canoes put in the water and expect to 
set off the boat with dispatches (returning to St. Louis)
….immediately after we shall ascend in 2 pirogues and 6 canoes…
our party will consist of one interpreter/hunter, one Frenchman as 
an interpreter with his two wives…26 Americans and French, my 
servant and a Mandan Indian and provisions for 4 months…” 
 
April 1, 1806, opposite the confluence of the Sandy and Columbia 
Rivers, Clark County, WA: “…The Indians who camped near us 
last evening…informed us that the Quicksand River (today’s 
Sandy River), which we have heretofore deemed so considerable, 
only extends through the Western mountains as far as the south-
western side of Mount Hood where it takes it’s source…We were 
now convinced that there must be some other considerable river 
which flowed into the Columbia River on it’s south side below us, 
which we have not yet seen…”  (This realization led to Captain 
Clark locating and exploring today’s Willamette River) 

Badger State Chapter Meeting-Continued from page 1 

Continued on Page  3 
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Charlie Bebow have agreed to co-chair the committee.  
Please keep Tom and his wife Mary in your thoughts 
and prayers as he continues his treatment.   
 
As weather improves, the Willard Committee hopes to 
make another trip to Platteville, Wisconsin to finalize 
the location of the Willard home in that city and then 
the process of developing signs and getting permission 
to erect them will begin.  I anticipate this may take 
some time as we will be learning as we work through 
the process but the end result would be a wonderful 
addition to Lewis and Clark history in Wisconsin.  
We will also remain in Contact with the Lewis and 
Clark Replica Trail in Grand Marsh, Wisconsin to see 
where we can help in further development and promo-
tion of that Trail.  There is also the need to improve 
awareness and promote William Clark’s visits to Prai-
rie du Chien.  The “Clark” project had started but due 
to other projects and the retirement of the director at 
Villa Louis, this project was put on hold.  Hopefully, 
we can begin working on “Clark” again. 
 
A comment on our Chapter treasury may be in order.  
Our treasury is in good shape with a stable or growing 
balance and this might generate the question, “what 
we are saving for?”  Actually, we are saving up for 
when our projects get to the point where we will be 
disbursing funds for signs etc.  Once we get to that 
point we will probably also be applying to the Founda-
tion for a grant or grants to help complete our projects.  
So we do have plans for our funds and continue to 
work towards using them for the benefit of Lewis and 
Clark education. 
 
At the same time we hope to provide interesting Chap-
ter meetings and activities for our Chapter members.  
If you have any thoughts, ideas or preferences relative 
to our activities, please let me or a member of the 
board of directors know and we will make every effort 
to follow through on them. 
 
So welcome to spring and I hope everyone enjoys 
warmer weather and a great summer 

The Lolo Trail 
 
This (text) excerpt is from… Discovering Lewis & 
Clark [www.lewis-clark.org] a vast educational web-
site hosted by the… Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan 
Foundation with permission to reprint from Clay Jen-
kinson  

Trail abandonment accelerated after the completion of 
the Lolo Divide Road, now known as the Lolo Motor-
way. The ancient Road to the Buffalo of the Nez Perce 
had been abandoned in 1866 with the completion of 
the Bird-Truax Trail. Now it was the Bird-Truax 
Trail’s turn to be abandoned after the completion of 
the Lolo Motorway in 1934. The abandonment of all 
but essential recreation access trails accelerated with 
hastened road building and the extensive use of heli-
copters and fixed wing aircraft to fight fires. After 
1934, the Lolo Motorway, and trails extending north 
and south from it into the North Fork and Lochsa Riv-
er drainages, became the major transportation access 
into the region. The largest users were big game hunt-
ers and outfitters. They still maintain many segments 
of the old Nez Perce and Forest Service trails and 
some of these hunter trails are very well worn. The 
first automobile road on the east end led only as far as 
Lolo Hot Springs. The major road-building explosion 
came after the turn of the 20th century, when the For-
est Service needed access roads for fire suppression 
and timber harvest. These roads were to replace the 
old trail system in many areas. The ease with which 
one-lane dirt roads could be constructed got a big 
boost with the invention of the bulldozer in the 1920s. 
This tracked vehicle with a blade on the front could be 
used to build roads at a furious pace compared with 
older methods using only hand tools. 
 
The first road completed along the approximate route 
of Lewis and Clark was the Lolo Motorway, finally 
making a reality out of President 
Jefferson's vision of a "portage" 

Newsletter articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought about the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, or know someone 
who shares our interest in “The Journey?” Would 
you like to share it with others through this news-

letter?  Then write to either Jim Rosenberger at 
punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at wghmch@chorus.net. If 
you don’t have e-mail, call Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you 
include a picture with your article, we will be happy to re-
turn it upon request.  Continued on Page 4 
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it is now opened and being managed as a recreation 
trail. In several locations, the Bird-Truax and ancient 
Nez Perce trails are co-located and the forest visitor 
can enjoy hiking or horseback riding on the exact trail 
tread used by ancient people and famous explorers of 
the past. 
 
The completion of Highway 12 in 1960 was the last 
major chapter in the transportation history of the Lolo 
Trail. Today, modern vehicles take an afternoon to 
travel the same distance that the Corps of Discovery 
traveled in several days. Days of privation and subsist-
ence on roots and bear grease have given way to luxu-
rious travel in motor homes and consumption of snack 
foods and bottled drinks. 
 
In the twenty-first century, recreation interests and 
preservation interests will compete, creating issues 
that play a major role in the management of these his-
toric trails. Opening them and managing them to mod-
ern standards would destroy their historic nature, and 
yet some opening and management needs to be done 
so the public can have access to them and have a qual-
ity historical experience on public land. This is an is-
sue that is still being debated.  – Steve F. Russell, 
08/2005 
 
 

Regional Meeting Planned  
for Kingston, Tennessee 
 
Fort Southwest Point Regional Meeting 
Submitted by Chuck Crase 
 
The Fall Meeting at Fort Southwest Point, Kingston, 
TN sponsored by the Ohio River Chapter, the North 
Carolina Chapter and the Meriwether Lewis Chapter 
has been approved as a Regional Meeting by the Lew-
is and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 
 
The meeting will be held October 17-18, 2014 in 
Kingston, TN. The headquarters hotel will be the Su-
per 8 Hotel Kingston, TN. The hotel is conveniently 
located next to the interstate 40 exit and adjacent to 
Hardees and McDonalds. The hotel is on the main 
thoroughfare which leads to the Fort. The fort is locat-
ed about 2-3 miles south of the hotel and is situated in 
the Southwest Point City Park. The fort overlooks the 
confluence of the Clinch and Tennessee Rivers. 
 
Although the meeting is still in the planning phase, a 
rough outline of the schedule is in place. A Friday tour 
of Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

for the Lewis and Clark route. 
Additional Forest Service roads 
were built off this mainline road to access lookout 
sites and administrative sites. 

The road system of the 1930s remained quite static 
along the Lolo Trail until disease started attacking the 
forest. The extensive logging road system on the west 
end was spurred along by the devastation of the White 
Pine with blister rust and the demand for timber in the 
housing boom following World War II. An equivalent 
road system on the east end began after the invasion of 
the Spruce bud worm necessitated the harvest of vast 
areas of timber along the Lochsa and North Fork 
branches of the Clearwater River. These road systems 
made the older trail systems obsolete except for occa-
sional hunter use. 
 
Today, the ancient Nez Perce trail, abandoned and 
largely forgotten, still winds its way along the ridges 
and through the saddles of the Bitterroot Mountains. 
Its historic erosion trace is seldom used now except by 
the occasional hunter or game animal. A few short 
segments have eroded away but most are just brush-
choked. It can still be found throughout most of its 
entire 93-mile length. 
 
We now honor this great road with the designation of 
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. In 2002 
and 2003, the Idaho State Historical Society, with the 
help of a Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Assistance 
Grant, conducted a precision GPS survey of this trail. 
The Idaho State Historic Preservation Office has a GIS 
database of the trail location to within 1-2 meters. This 
work documents the exact location of the historic trail 
for future generations. 
 
The Bird-Truax Trail has been designated as the Nez 
Perce National Historic Trail and about forty miles of Continued on Page 5 

Continued from page 3 
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is being planned. This would 
be a morning and afternoon 
event and should be very interesting. Friday night 
would be a buffet dinner and introductory lecture and 
get together at the Kingston Conference Center. Satur-
day morning would be a series of lectures at the Con-
ference Center. Topics would include the history of 
Fort Southwest Point, the soldiers recruited from the 
fort for the Lewis and Clark expedition, Corporal 
Richard Warfington and his contributions, the trails 
and waterways that lead to the early settlement of East 
Tennessee, Colonel Meigs and his years as Indian 
Agent for the area, and the story of the Native Ameri-
cans in the area. 

If the weather is agreeable, lunch Saturday will be at 
the Pavilion overlooking Watts Bar Lake. Saturday 
afternoon would be spent at the Fort and the adjacent 
Museum with guided tours and living history demon-
strations. 
 
Trent Strickland, President of the North Carolina 
Chapter, has been awarded a Bicentennial Trail Stew-
ardship Grant to install signage at the Fort commemo-
rating the contributions of the Fort and the soldiers 
recruited from there to the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion. There will be a dedication ceremony for the sign-
age during the afternoon. Saturday evening dinner will 
be back at the Community Center with a closing 
presentation. 
 
The Kingston Department of Parks and Recreation and 
its Director, Rick Ross, and his staff are helping with 
the planning of the meeting and are providing much 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: The Men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
A Biographical Roster of the Fifty-one Members and a 
Composite Diary of Their Activities from All Known 
Sources by Charles G. Clarke. 
 
PRIVATE JOSEPH WHITEHOUSE 
 
Joseph Whitehouse was born about 1775, probably in 
Fairfax County, Virginia. About 1784, he and his fam-
ily migrated to Kentucky. They seem to have located 
in Boyle and Mercer counties, Kentucky. Captain 
Clark lists him as one of the "Nine young men from 
Kentucky" which would indicate that he grew up in 
that state.  
 
As a young man, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and dur-
ing one period was stationed at Kaskaskia, Illinois 
Territory, where he had frequent contact with the trad-
ers who trafficked with the Indians on the lower Mis-
souri River. This was a favorite subject of interest to 
Whitehouse, so when he heard that recruits for the 
Lewis and Clark expedition were sought, he located 
the captains with the hope of joining them.  
 
He was transferred from Capt. Daniel Bissell's Compa-
ny, then at Fort Massac, to the expedition and was en-
tered on the rolls of Lewis and Clark as of January 1, 
1804. This would appear to mean that Whitehouse, 
and the other members recruited from other military 
commands, had remained on the pay-roll of their for-
mer units until December 31, 1803, when they were 
entered upon the pay-roll of the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition.  
 
The Lewis and Clark journals frequently mention 
Whitehouse as a "hide-curer" and a "tailor," and record 
that he often made and repaired the clothes of the men.  
 
After the expedition returned, Whitehouse sold his 
warrant for land of 160 acres to George Drouillard for 
$280.00. In 1807, a St. Louis court ordered him arrest-
ed for debt. Clark, in his account of the members made 
during the years 1825-1828, lists the name, Joseph 
Whitehouse, without comment. This could mean that 
Clark did not then know the whereabouts of 
Whitehouse - or that he may still have been living 
then.  
 
Joseph Whitehouse kept a journal while on the expedi-
tion. A portion, apparently the field notes, or actual 
diary, is printed in Thwaites' edition of the Lewis and 
Clark journals.  
 
 

Continued from page 4 
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along. The remainder of the month we were employed in 
preparing our craft for a renewal of our voyage. 
 
Monday 1st April 1805. As our large boat was to return 
immediately to St. Louis, the whole of our craft was put into 
the water. A considerable quantity of rain fell this day; the 
first of any consequence that had fallen here for six months. 
The 2nd, was a fair day but windy. On the 3rd the weather 
was fine and pleasant. Some boxes were made, in which it 
was intended to have packed skins of different animals, 
which had been procured in the country, to be sent down in 
the batteaux. 
 
Thursday 4th. A fine clear day. We packed the boxes full of 
skins, buffaloe robes, and horns of the Mountain ram, of a 
great size for the president; and began to load the boat. 
 
Friday 5th. This was a clear day and the wind blew hard and 
cold from the N.W. We took all our goods, stores and bag-
gage out, divided and put them aboard our craft, that we 
might be ready to continue our voyage. 
 
If this brief Journal should happen to be preserved, and be 
ever thought worthy of appearing in print; some readers will 
perhaps expect, that, after our long friendly intercourse with 
these Indians, among whom we have spent the winter; our 
acquaintance with those nations lower down the river and 
the information we received relative to several other na-
tions, we ought to be prepared now, when we are about to 
renew our voyage, to give some account of the fair sex of 
the Missouri; and entertain them with narratives of feats of 
love as well as of arms. Though we could furnish a suffi-
cient number of entertaining stories and pleasant anecdotes, 
we do not think it prudent to swell our Journal with them; as 
our views are directed to more useful information. Besides, 
as we are yet ignorant of the dangers, which may await us, 
and the difficulty of escape, should certain probable inci-
dents occur, it may not be inconsistent with good policy to 
keep the Journal of as small and portable a size as circum-
stances will make practicable. It may be observed generally 
that chastity is not very highly esteemed by these people, 
and that the severe and loathsome effects of certain French 
principles are not uncommon among them. The fact is, that 
the women are generally considered an article of traffic and 
indulgencies are sold at a very moderate price. As a proof of 
this I will just mention, that for an old tobacco box, one of 
our men was granted the honour of passing a night with the 
daughter of the head chief of the Mandan nation. An old 
bawd with her punks, may also be found in some of the vil-
lages on the Missouri, as well as in the large cities of pol-
ished nations. 
 
Your cuzzin, Patrick Gass 
  
(Note: Bill Holman, a Badger State Chapter member and 
the editor of the Badger State Chapter’s “Field Notes,” is 
the second cousin four times removed, of Patrick Gass. He 
has offered these “letters from the trail”, which must have 
been held up in the mail.) 

Recently a revised version of 
Whitehouse's journal has been 
found and now is in the Newberry Library of Chicago. 
This version has an entry for November 17, 1803, but 
properly begins with the date, May 14, 1804, when the 
expedition set out, and ends on April 6, 1806 when the 
expedition was on the lower Columbia, homeward 
bound. It would appear that Whitehouse, during the 
fall of 1806, prepared, or had prepared for him, a new, 
expanded journal with the thought of having it pub-
lished. He included a preface and announced that his 
volume would contain a map. This new version is to 
be published under the able editorship of Dr. Donald 
Jackson.  
 

 

Letters from my cousin, Patrick Gass, 
With the Corps of Discovery 

  
Dear Cuzzin Bill, 
  
From time to time I will try to 
send you some interesting bits 
from my journal. I surely hope 
I can get someone interested 
enough to publish them when 
we return to the United States. 
These are some notes that I 
made in the months before we 
left Fort Mandan: 
 
Thursday 28th. February 1805. 
Sixteen of us went up the river about six miles, where we 
found and cut down trees for four canoes. While we were 
absent an express arrived from the Rickarees village with 
news that the Sioux had declared war against us, and also 
against the Mandans and Grossventers. They had boasted of 
the robbery of the 14th at the Rickarees village in their way 
home, and that they intended to massacre the whole of us in 
the spring. By this express we therefore found out that it 
was the Sioux who had taken the horses from our men. 
 
Friday 1st. March, 1805. The same party encamped out to 
make the canoes, and continued until six were made. On the 
20th. and 21st. we carried them to the river about a mile and 
an half distant: There I remained with two men to finish 
them, and to take care of them, until the 26th, when some 
men came up from the fort, and we put the canoes into the 
water. As the river had risen there was some water between 
the ice and the shore. We got three of them safe to the fort; 
but the ice breaking before the other three were got down, 
so filled the channel that we were obliged to carry them the 
rest of the way by land. On the 27th we put one of the ca-
noes into the water to ascertain what weight they would 
carry. We found they would not carry as much as was ex-
pected, and Captain Lewis agreed to take a large periogue 

Continued from page 5 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $4459.60 in 
the Treasury as of April 1, 2014.  We now 
have 78 paid up members, and thank you all for 
your support. There are members in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Montana, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Mary-

Badger State Chapter Officers: 
 
 

Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President 
Phone: (608)833-2488                    E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 
 

Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President 
Ph: (608)204-0052            E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 
 

Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary 
Phone: (920)602-1726             E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com 
 

Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
1-David Sorgel 
 (608)516-1830     E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com 
 

2-Dick Campbell 
(920)231-8267                           E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 
 

3-Tom Strauss 
(920)602-1639          E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com 
 

Field Notes Editor: 
 

Bill Holman 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@chorus.net 

Email Notice 
Field Notes is posted on line, in color, before the paper edition 

is mailed out. Every issue, some of these e-mail addresses 
“bounce” because people have not notified us of changes, or 

because your e-mail address is not set to allow our messages to 
arrive. Be sure that this is not happening to you. 

Seaman Says - April 2014 
 
October 16, 1805; As we descend the river which the men call the Columbia, we trade with 
the many Native Nations we meet for the food we need to survive.  This consists primarily 
of salmon fish, dog from the native villages and plant roots.  The men are not extremely 
fond of the salmon, tolerate the roots and all seem to prefer to eat the meat of the dogs.  All 
that is except Captain Clark.  Personally, I attempt to stay with eating fish and plants as 
much as possible. 
 
As we descend the mighty Columbia River we do not spend any great amount of time at any one native village 
and I, therefore, do not get to know the village dog families.  I have recognized that there is somewhat of a class 
system which divides the dogs into various groups.  There are those who live with families and those who are as-
signed specific work duties and then those who are looked upon as excess and waiting for assignment to another 
group.  This last dog grouping is typically the one from which dogs are traded to our expedition as food.  They are 
typically not as closely attached to any members of the tribe we are trading with and are not in the best physical 
shape but still… 
 
I have communicated but little with these fellow dogs but do get the impression they are either unaware of the 
danger they face or accept their fate as good servants of humankind.  Where time and the situation permitted, I 
have attempted to warn these fellow canines of their danger and some have escaped but most re-
mained, seemingly to fulfill their destiny. 
 
So again, I avoid eating the flesh of the dog and consider it only when we are at the point of starva-
tion and the instinct for survival takes over.   


